
	

https://dagizawebonot.maxudijuz.com/910998143616805602591527179639909000710971?zewodexitawumapabolulanevuruwekukaxenamuvupomogezelilozonutozitujipukizeliz=lovetibezelowudakutujojakapilibusunuremopipusexuropajufavafozobasojezomejatuzediketinasilolosivutuwobuzixogivozoxorokulobawanulizarofipomuparuledufubexumajopixopuminuvakarepadezufinebedujimuvepomikekano&utm_kwd=what+are+the+function+of+education+in+our+society&xulikevilizupezuxapogasinulisitaxonufuvuxujipoxixuzex=mapowoxugabofonamisokowukiwusozibisuzoxafapowadokabapesiwobirukabavesedeginuzadeviwokivutebutuzezavawibisobezejomuwarofonodemoje
























Role	of	Education	in	Society:	Education	is	a	process	of	acquiring	knowledge,	through	which,	a	person	learns	to	interact	with	society.	We	can	pass	down	our	values	and	beliefs	to	the	next	generation	through	education,	and	allow	us	to	grow	up	to	be	productive	members	of	society.	In	this	blog	post,	we	will	discuss	the	importance	of	education	and	how	it
impacts	our	lives.	Education	reforms	the	life	of	an	individual	and	society	as	a	whole.	The	primary	purpose	of	education	is	to	disseminate	knowledge	and	understanding.	It	helps	individuals	gain	an	insight	into	the	happenings	of	the	world	around	them.	It	also	sensitizes	them	about	their	roles	and	responsibility	in	society.	In	a	fast-changing	world,
education	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	our	lives	–	personal,	professional	and	societal.	By	keeping	us	aware	and	updated	about	what’s	happening	around	us.	Photo	by	Pixabay	on	Pexels.com	Different	types	of	education	vary	depending	on	the	country	or	region.	In	general,	there	are	three	main	levels	of	education:	primary,	secondary,	and	tertiary	(or	higher).	
Primary	education	is	typically	compulsory	and	provides	basic	reading,	writing,	and	recognising	skills.	It	usually	starts	at	around	the	age	of	five	or	six	and	lasts	for	five	to	six	years.	Secondary	education	builds	on	primary	education	and	typically	lasts	for	another	four	to	five	years.	Tertiary,	or	higher,	education	is	not	compulsory	but	is	often	necessary	to
pursue	further	studies	or	enter	certain	professions.	It	can	last	anywhere	from	one	year	to	several	years,	depending	on	the	program	of	study.	There	are	many	different	philosophies	about	what	the	role	of	education	should	be	in	society.	Some	believe	that	it	should	primarily	focus	on	academics	and	cognitive	development,	while	others	place	more
importance	on	social	and	emotional	growth.	There	is	no	single	answer	that	is	right	for	everyone,	as	each	individual	has	unique	needs	and	goals.	However,	it	is	quite	vivid	that	education	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	formation	of	a	developed	nation.	The	primary	function	of	education	is	to	empower	individuals	and	prepare	them	for	life.	It	helps	us
develop	our	skills	and	abilities	so	that	we	can	be	successful	in	our	careers	and	contribute	to	society.	Education	also	teaches	us	how	to	think	critically,	solve	problems,	and	make	informed	decisions.	Education	helps	an	individual	in	making	informed	decisions.	It	equips	them	with	the	essential	skills	and	knowledge	to	be	successful	in	their	chosen	field.
The	role	of	education	in	society	is	empowering	an	individual.	It	helps	people	to	understand	the	world	around	them	and	their	role	in	it.	Moreover,	it	also	instils	in	them	a	sense	of	social	responsibility	so	that	they	can	contribute	meaningfully	to	society.	The	role	of	education	in	human	capital	formation	is	significant,	as	education	improves	productivity	and
prosperity	of	a	society.	The	economic	returns	of	education	are	higher	for	countries	with	more	educated	populations.	Education	is	the	most	important	tool	for	social	and	economic	development.	It	helps	in	reducing	poverty,	inequality	and	unemployment.	Moreover,	education	also	plays	a	critical	role	in	empowering	women	and	girls.	Thus,	it	can	be	said
that	education	is	the	cornerstone	of	any	progressive	society.	The	role	of	education	is	not	just	limited	to	shaping	our	personal	lives	but	so	far	it	is	meant	to	shape	the	entire	world.	In	the	words	of	Mahatma	Gandhi,	“The	role	of	education	is	to	change	the	heart	of	man.”	Educational	institutions	play	a	very	important	role	in	imparting	education	to	the
students.	They	act	as	a	medium	through	which	knowledge	and	understanding	are	disseminated	to	the	students.	Moreover,	they	also	help	inculcate	social	values	and	ethics	in	the	students.	Apart	from	imparting	formal	education,	educational	institutions	also	help	in	the	personality	development	of	the	students.	At	educational	institutions,	the	students
are	also	made	aware	of	the	ethical	values	in	society.	Educational	institutions	help	students	to	learn	the	foundational	skill	sets	which	later	becomes	foundational	knowledge	to	acquire	the	professional	knowledge	to	contribute	towards	the	economy	of	society.	It	is	said	that	the	role	of	educational	institutions	in	society	is	twofold	–	to	educate	and	to
socialize.	They	play	a	significant	role	in	moulding	the	future	of	our	society.	The	role	of	Education	in	Society	is	instrumental	to	grow	human	resources.	An	educated	citizen	is	the	greatest	asset	for	any	democratic	society.	A	social	revolution	comes	through	educated,	politically	conscious	and	socially	responsible	people.	But	still,	there	is	a	critical	concern
about	the	basic	educational	infrastructure	in	developing	countries.	It	should	be	noted	that	nearly	one-fourth	of	the	Indian	population	still	lacks	access	to	basic	educational	activities.	Moreover,	the	pandemic	amplified	the	existing	disparity	of	the	basic	education	in	the	society,	predominantly	has	hit	hard	in	rural	demographics.		Now	look	at	this	data:
India	spends	nearly	4.6%	of	its	GDP	on	education,	which	is	much	less	than	most	of	the	G20	nations.	Hence	developing	countries	invest	more	on	quality	education,	innovation,	and	world	class	training	for	teachers.	The	need	of	the	hour	is	to	provide	inexpensive	and	accessible	education	to	meet	the	aspirational	value	of	Indian	students.	A	robust
education	is	the	key	to	the	growth	and	innovation	of	society,	also	to	bringing	peace	and	harmony	as	well.	Recommended	Reading:	Best	Time-management	Apps	for	College	Students	List	the	major	functions	of	education.	Explain	the	problems	that	conflict	theory	sees	in	education.	Describe	how	symbolic	interactionism	understands	education.	The	major
sociological	perspectives	on	education	fall	nicely	into	the	functional,	conflict,	and	symbolic	interactionist	approaches	(Ballantine	&	Hammack,	2009).	Table	16.1	“Theory	Snapshot”	summarizes	what	these	approaches	say.	Table	16.1	Theory	Snapshot	Theoretical	perspective	Major	assumptions	Functionalism	Education	serves	several	functions	for
society.	These	include	(a)	socialization,	(b)	social	integration,	(c)	social	placement,	and	(d)	social	and	cultural	innovation.	Latent	functions	include	child	care,	the	establishment	of	peer	relationships,	and	lowering	unemployment	by	keeping	high	school	students	out	of	the	full-time	labor	force.	Conflict	theory	Education	promotes	social	inequality	through
the	use	of	tracking	and	standardized	testing	and	the	impact	of	its	“hidden	curriculum.”	Schools	differ	widely	in	their	funding	and	learning	conditions,	and	this	type	of	inequality	leads	to	learning	disparities	that	reinforce	social	inequality.	Symbolic	interactionism	This	perspective	focuses	on	social	interaction	in	the	classroom,	on	the	playground,	and	in
other	school	venues.	Specific	research	finds	that	social	interaction	in	schools	affects	the	development	of	gender	roles	and	that	teachers’	expectations	of	pupils’	intellectual	abilities	affect	how	much	pupils	learn.	Functional	theory	stresses	the	functions	that	education	serves	in	fulfilling	a	society’s	various	needs.	Perhaps	the	most	important	function	of
education	is	socialization.	If	children	need	to	learn	the	norms,	values,	and	skills	they	need	to	function	in	society,	then	education	is	a	primary	vehicle	for	such	learning.	Schools	teach	the	three	Rs,	as	we	all	know,	but	they	also	teach	many	of	the	society’s	norms	and	values,	this	is	known	as	the	hidden	curriculum.	In	the	United	States,	these	norms	and
values	include	respect	for	authority,	patriotism	(remember	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance?),	punctuality,	individualism,	and	competition.	.	Regarding	these	last	two	values,	American	students	from	an	early	age	compete	as	individuals	over	grades	and	other	rewards.	The	situation	is	quite	the	opposite	in	Japan,	where,	as	we	saw	in	Chapter	4	“Socialization”,
children	learn	the	traditional	Japanese	values	of	harmony	and	group	belonging	from	their	schooling	(Schneider	&	Silverman,	2010).	They	learn	to	value	their	membership	in	their	homeroom,	or	kumi,	and	are	evaluated	more	on	their	kumi’s	performance	than	on	their	own	individual	performance.	How	well	a	Japanese	child’s	kumi	does	is	more
important	than	how	well	the	child	does	as	an	individual.	A	second	function	of	education	is	social	integration.	For	a	society	to	work,	functionalists	say,	people	must	subscribe	to	a	common	set	of	beliefs	and	values.	As	we	saw,	the	development	of	such	common	views	was	a	goal	of	the	system	of	free,	compulsory	education	that	developed	in	the	19th
century.	Thousands	of	immigrant	children	in	the	United	States	today	are	learning	English,	U.S.	history,	and	other	subjects	that	help	prepare	them	for	the	workforce	and	integrate	them	into	American	life.	Such	integration	is	a	major	goal	of	the	English-only	movement,	whose	advocates	say	that	only	English	should	be	used	to	teach	children	whose	native
tongue	is	Spanish,	Vietnamese,	or	whatever	other	language	their	parents	speak	at	home.	Critics	of	this	movement	say	it	slows	down	these	children’s	education	and	weakens	their	ethnic	identity	(Schildkraut,	2005).	A	third	function	of	education	is	social	placement.	Beginning	in	grade	school,	students	are	identified	by	teachers	and	other	school	officials
either	as	bright	and	motivated	or	as	less	bright	and	even	educationally	challenged.	Depending	on	how	they	are	identified,	children	are	taught	at	the	level	that	is	thought	to	suit	them	best.	In	this	way	they	are	prepared	in	the	most	appropriate	way	possible	for	their	later	station	in	life.	Whether	this	process	works	as	well	as	it	should	is	an	important
issue,	and	we	explore	it	further	when	we	discuss	school	tracking	shortly.	Social	and	cultural	innovation	is	a	fourth	function	of	education.	Our	scientists	cannot	make	important	scientific	discoveries	and	our	artists	and	thinkers	cannot	come	up	with	great	works	of	art,	poetry,	and	prose	unless	they	have	first	been	educated	in	the	many	subjects	they	need
to	know	for	their	chosen	path.	Figure	16.1	The	Functions	of	Education	Schools	ideally	perform	many	important	functions	in	modern	society.	These	include	socialization,	social	integration,	social	placement,	and	social	and	cultural	innovation.	Education	also	involves	several	latent	functions,	functions	that	are	by-products	of	going	to	school	and	receiving
an	education	rather	than	a	direct	effect	of	the	education	itself.	One	of	these	is	child	care.	Once	a	child	starts	kindergarten	and	then	first	grade,	for	several	hours	a	day	the	child	is	taken	care	of	for	free.	The	establishment	of	peer	relationships	is	another	latent	function	of	schooling.	Most	of	us	met	many	of	our	friends	while	we	were	in	school	at
whatever	grade	level,	and	some	of	those	friendships	endure	the	rest	of	our	lives.	A	final	latent	function	of	education	is	that	it	keeps	millions	of	high	school	students	out	of	the	full-time	labor	force.	This	fact	keeps	the	unemployment	rate	lower	than	it	would	be	if	they	were	in	the	labor	force.	Conflict	theory	does	not	dispute	most	of	the	functions	just
described.	However,	it	does	give	some	of	them	a	different	slant	and	talks	about	various	ways	in	which	education	perpetuates	social	inequality	(Hill,	Macrine,	&	Gabbard,	2010;	Liston,	1990).	One	example	involves	the	function	of	social	placement.	As	most	schools	track	their	students	starting	in	grade	school,	the	students	thought	by	their	teachers	to	be
bright	are	placed	in	the	faster	tracks	(especially	in	reading	and	arithmetic),	while	the	slower	students	are	placed	in	the	slower	tracks;	in	high	school,	three	common	tracks	are	the	college	track,	vocational	track,	and	general	track.	Such	tracking	does	have	its	advantages;	it	helps	ensure	that	bright	students	learn	as	much	as	their	abilities	allow	them,
and	it	helps	ensure	that	slower	students	are	not	taught	over	their	heads.	But,	conflict	theorists	say,	tracking	also	helps	perpetuate	social	inequality	by	locking	students	into	faster	and	lower	tracks.	Worse	yet,	several	studies	show	that	students’	social	class	and	race	and	ethnicity	affect	the	track	into	which	they	are	placed,	even	though	their	intellectual
abilities	and	potential	should	be	the	only	things	that	matter:	white,	middle-class	students	are	more	likely	to	be	tracked	“up,”	while	poorer	students	and	students	of	color	are	more	likely	to	be	tracked	“down.”	Once	they	are	tracked,	students	learn	more	if	they	are	tracked	up	and	less	if	they	are	tracked	down.	The	latter	tend	to	lose	self-esteem	and	begin
to	think	they	have	little	academic	ability	and	thus	do	worse	in	school	because	they	were	tracked	down.	In	this	way,	tracking	is	thought	to	be	good	for	those	tracked	up	and	bad	for	those	tracked	down.	Conflict	theorists	thus	say	that	tracking	perpetuates	social	inequality	based	on	social	class	and	race	and	ethnicity	(Ansalone,	2006;	Oakes,	2005).	Social
inequality	is	also	perpetuated	through	the	widespread	use	of	standardized	tests.	Critics	say	these	tests	continue	to	be	culturally	biased,	as	they	include	questions	whose	answers	are	most	likely	to	be	known	by	white,	middle-class	students,	whose	backgrounds	have	afforded	them	various	experiences	that	help	them	answer	the	questions.	They	also	say
that	scores	on	standardized	tests	reflect	students’	socioeconomic	status	and	experiences	in	addition	to	their	academic	abilities.	To	the	extent	this	critique	is	true,	standardized	tests	perpetuate	social	inequality	(Grodsky,	Warren,	&	Felts,	2008).	As	we	will	see,	schools	in	the	United	States	also	differ	mightily	in	their	resources,	learning	conditions,	and
other	aspects,	all	of	which	affect	how	much	students	can	learn	in	them.	Simply	put,	schools	are	unequal,	and	their	very	inequality	helps	perpetuate	inequality	in	the	larger	society.	Children	going	to	the	worst	schools	in	urban	areas	face	many	more	obstacles	to	their	learning	than	those	going	to	well-funded	schools	in	suburban	areas.	Their	lack	of
learning	helps	ensure	they	remain	trapped	in	poverty	and	its	related	problems.	Conflict	theorists	also	say	that	schooling	teaches	a	hidden	curriculum,	by	which	they	mean	a	set	of	values	and	beliefs	that	support	the	status	quo,	including	the	existing	social	hierarchy	(Booher-Jennings,	2008)	(see	Chapter	4	“Socialization”).	Although	no	one	plots	this
behind	closed	doors,	our	schoolchildren	learn	patriotic	values	and	respect	for	authority	from	the	books	they	read	and	from	various	classroom	activities.	Symbolic	interactionist	studies	of	education	examine	social	interaction	in	the	classroom,	on	the	playground,	and	in	other	school	venues.	These	studies	help	us	understand	what	happens	in	the	schools
themselves,	but	they	also	help	us	understand	how	what	occurs	in	school	is	relevant	for	the	larger	society.	Some	studies,	for	example,	show	how	children’s	playground	activities	reinforce	gender-role	socialization.	Girls	tend	to	play	more	cooperative	games,	while	boys	play	more	competitive	sports	(Thorne,	1993)	(see	Chapter	11	“Gender	and	Gender
Inequality”).	Another	body	of	research	shows	that	teachers’	views	about	students	can	affect	how	much	the	students	learn,	known	as	the	Pygmalion	Effect.	When	teachers	think	students	are	smart,	they	tend	to	spend	more	time	with	them,	to	call	on	them,	and	to	praise	them	when	they	give	the	right	answer.	Not	surprisingly	these	students	learn	more
because	of	their	teachers’	behavior.	But	when	teachers	think	students	are	less	bright,	they	tend	to	spend	less	time	with	them	and	act	in	a	way	that	leads	the	students	to	learn	less.	One	of	the	first	studies	to	find	this	example	of	a	self-fulfilling	prophecy	was	conducted	by	Robert	Rosenthal	and	Lenore	Jacobson	(1968).	They	tested	a	group	of	students	at
the	beginning	of	the	school	year	and	told	their	teachers	which	students	were	bright	and	which	were	not.	They	tested	the	students	again	at	the	end	of	the	school	year;	not	surprisingly	the	bright	students	had	learned	more	during	the	year	than	the	less	bright	ones.	But	it	turned	out	that	the	researchers	had	randomly	decided	which	students	would	be
designated	bright	and	less	bright.	Because	the	“bright”	students	learned	more	during	the	school	year	without	actually	being	brighter	at	the	beginning,	their	teachers’	behavior	must	have	been	the	reason.	In	fact,	their	teachers	did	spend	more	time	with	them	and	praised	them	more	often	than	was	true	for	the	“less	bright”	students.	To	the	extent	this
type	of	self-fulfilling	prophecy	occurs,	it	helps	us	understand	why	tracking	is	bad	for	the	students	tracked	down.	Other	research	focuses	on	how	teachers	treat	girls	and	boys.	Several	studies	from	the	1970s	through	the	1990s	found	that	teachers	call	on	boys	more	often	and	praise	them	more	often	(American	Association	of	University	Women
Educational	Foundation,	1998;	Jones	&	Dindia,	2004).	Teachers	did	not	do	this	consciously,	but	their	behavior	nonetheless	sent	an	implicit	message	to	girls	that	math	and	science	are	not	for	girls	and	that	they	are	not	suited	to	do	well	in	these	subjects.	This	body	of	research	stimulated	efforts	to	educate	teachers	about	the	ways	in	which	they	may
unwittingly	send	these	messages	and	about	strategies	they	could	use	to	promote	greater	interest	and	achievement	by	girls	in	math	and	science	(Battey,	Kafai,	Nixon,	&	Kao,	2007).	According	to	the	functional	perspective,	education	helps	socialize	children	and	prepare	them	for	their	eventual	entrance	into	the	larger	society	as	adults.	The	conflict
perspective	emphasizes	that	education	reinforces	inequality	in	the	larger	society.	The	symbolic	interactionist	perspective	focuses	on	social	interaction	in	the	classroom,	on	school	playgrounds,	and	at	other	school-related	venues.	Social	interaction	contributes	to	gender-role	socialization,	and	teachers’	expectations	may	affect	their	students’
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limit	how	you	use	the	material.	In	today’s	society,	the	education	system	plays	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	individuals	and	societies	as	a	whole.	It	serves	as	a	platform	for	acquiring	knowledge,	skills,	and	values	necessary	for	personal	and	professional	growth.	However,	the	role	and	functions	of	the	education	system	extend	beyond	the	classroom,	as	it	has	a
significant	impact	on	the	economy	and	class	structure.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	relationship	between	education,	the	economy,	and	class	structure.Education	is	not	limited	to	the	transmission	of	knowledge	from	teachers	to	students;	it	also	serves	several	important	functions.	Firstly,	education	equips	individuals	with	the	necessary	skills	and
competencies	to	participate	in	the	workforce.	It	provides	them	with	the	knowledge	and	technical	expertise	required	for	various	professions,	thereby	contributing	to	economic	growth	and	development.Furthermore,	education	fosters	socialization	and	helps	individuals	develop	a	sense	of	identity	and	belonging.	Through	interactions	with	peers	and
teachers,	students	learn	to	navigate	social	relationships,	develop	communication	skills,	and	understand	societal	norms	and	values.	This	socialization	process	is	crucial	for	the	formation	of	a	cohesive	and	harmonious	society.Education	also	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	promoting	social	mobility.	It	provides	opportunities	for	individuals	from	diverse
backgrounds	to	improve	their	socio-economic	status.	Access	to	quality	education	can	help	break	the	cycle	of	poverty	and	provide	a	pathway	to	higher-paying	jobs	and	better	living	conditions.The	relationship	between	the	economy	and	education	is	reciprocal.	On	one	hand,	education	contributes	to	economic	growth	by	producing	a	skilled	and
knowledgeable	workforce.	As	industries	evolve	and	new	technologies	emerge,	the	education	system	must	adapt	to	meet	the	changing	demands	of	the	economy.	By	equipping	students	with	relevant	skills	and	knowledge,	education	ensures	that	the	workforce	remains	competitive	and	capable	of	driving	innovation	and	productivity.Additionally,	education
acts	as	a	catalyst	for	entrepreneurship	and	economic	development.	It	nurtures	creativity,	critical	thinking,	and	problem-solving	skills,	which	are	essential	for	individuals	to	start	their	own	businesses	and	contribute	to	economic	growth.	Moreover,	education	fosters	a	culture	of	lifelong	learning,	encouraging	individuals	to	continuously	update	their	skills
and	adapt	to	changing	economic	conditions.Conversely,	the	state	of	the	economy	can	also	influence	education.	Economic	downturns	often	lead	to	budget	cuts	in	education,	resulting	in	reduced	resources	and	compromised	quality	of	education.	This	can	perpetuate	inequalities,	as	disadvantaged	students	may	not	have	access	to	the	same	educational
opportunities	as	their	more	affluent	counterparts.The	education	system	has	a	significant	impact	on	the	class	structure	within	society.	Historically,	access	to	education	was	limited	to	the	elite,	perpetuating	social	inequalities.	However,	with	the	advent	of	universal	education,	the	aim	has	been	to	provide	equal	opportunities	for	all	individuals,	regardless
of	their	socio-economic	background.Nevertheless,	disparities	in	educational	outcomes	still	exist,	contributing	to	the	perpetuation	of	class	divisions.	Factors	such	as	unequal	funding,	varying	quality	of	schools,	and	access	to	educational	resources	can	create	barriers	for	students	from	disadvantaged	backgrounds.	This	can	further	entrench	social
inequalities,	as	individuals	from	privileged	backgrounds	are	more	likely	to	have	access	to	better	educational	opportunities	and	subsequently	secure	higher-paying	jobs.Moreover,	education	can	also	reinforce	existing	social	norms	and	values,	perpetuating	class	distinctions.	The	curriculum	and	teaching	methods	may	reflect	the	dominant	culture,	which
can	marginalize	students	from	minority	or	lower	socio-economic	backgrounds.	This	can	lead	to	a	perpetuation	of	class	divisions	and	hinder	social	mobility.The	education	system	plays	a	multifaceted	role	in	society,	extending	beyond	the	classroom.	It	equips	individuals	with	the	necessary	skills	for	economic	participation,	fosters	socialization,	and
promotes	social	mobility.	Moreover,	education	and	the	economy	are	intertwined,	with	education	contributing	to	economic	growth	and	development.	However,	the	education	system	also	reflects	and	perpetuates	existing	class	divisions,	highlighting	the	need	for	equitable	access	to	quality	education.	By	recognizing	the	relationship	between	education,
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inboxes.	Role	of	Education	in	Society:	Education	is	a	process	of	acquiring	knowledge,	through	which,	a	person	learns	to	interact	with	society.	We	can	pass	down	our	values	and	beliefs	to	the	next	generation	through	education,	and	allow	us	to	grow	up	to	be	productive	members	of	society.	In	this	blog	post,	we	will	discuss	the	importance	of	education
and	how	it	impacts	our	lives.	Education	reforms	the	life	of	an	individual	and	society	as	a	whole.	The	primary	purpose	of	education	is	to	disseminate	knowledge	and	understanding.	It	helps	individuals	gain	an	insight	into	the	happenings	of	the	world	around	them.	It	also	sensitizes	them	about	their	roles	and	responsibility	in	society.	In	a	fast-changing
world,	education	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	our	lives	–	personal,	professional	and	societal.	By	keeping	us	aware	and	updated	about	what’s	happening	around	us.	Photo	by	Pixabay	on	Pexels.com	Different	types	of	education	vary	depending	on	the	country	or	region.	In	general,	there	are	three	main	levels	of	education:	primary,	secondary,	and	tertiary	(or
higher).		Primary	education	is	typically	compulsory	and	provides	basic	reading,	writing,	and	recognising	skills.	It	usually	starts	at	around	the	age	of	five	or	six	and	lasts	for	five	to	six	years.	Secondary	education	builds	on	primary	education	and	typically	lasts	for	another	four	to	five	years.	Tertiary,	or	higher,	education	is	not	compulsory	but	is	often
necessary	to	pursue	further	studies	or	enter	certain	professions.	It	can	last	anywhere	from	one	year	to	several	years,	depending	on	the	program	of	study.	There	are	many	different	philosophies	about	what	the	role	of	education	should	be	in	society.	Some	believe	that	it	should	primarily	focus	on	academics	and	cognitive	development,	while	others	place
more	importance	on	social	and	emotional	growth.	There	is	no	single	answer	that	is	right	for	everyone,	as	each	individual	has	unique	needs	and	goals.	However,	it	is	quite	vivid	that	education	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	formation	of	a	developed	nation.	The	primary	function	of	education	is	to	empower	individuals	and	prepare	them	for	life.	It	helps	us
develop	our	skills	and	abilities	so	that	we	can	be	successful	in	our	careers	and	contribute	to	society.	Education	also	teaches	us	how	to	think	critically,	solve	problems,	and	make	informed	decisions.	Education	helps	an	individual	in	making	informed	decisions.	It	equips	them	with	the	essential	skills	and	knowledge	to	be	successful	in	their	chosen	field.
The	role	of	education	in	society	is	empowering	an	individual.	It	helps	people	to	understand	the	world	around	them	and	their	role	in	it.	Moreover,	it	also	instils	in	them	a	sense	of	social	responsibility	so	that	they	can	contribute	meaningfully	to	society.	The	role	of	education	in	human	capital	formation	is	significant,	as	education	improves	productivity	and
prosperity	of	a	society.	The	economic	returns	of	education	are	higher	for	countries	with	more	educated	populations.	Education	is	the	most	important	tool	for	social	and	economic	development.	It	helps	in	reducing	poverty,	inequality	and	unemployment.	Moreover,	education	also	plays	a	critical	role	in	empowering	women	and	girls.	Thus,	it	can	be	said
that	education	is	the	cornerstone	of	any	progressive	society.	The	role	of	education	is	not	just	limited	to	shaping	our	personal	lives	but	so	far	it	is	meant	to	shape	the	entire	world.	In	the	words	of	Mahatma	Gandhi,	“The	role	of	education	is	to	change	the	heart	of	man.”	Educational	institutions	play	a	very	important	role	in	imparting	education	to	the
students.	They	act	as	a	medium	through	which	knowledge	and	understanding	are	disseminated	to	the	students.	Moreover,	they	also	help	inculcate	social	values	and	ethics	in	the	students.	Apart	from	imparting	formal	education,	educational	institutions	also	help	in	the	personality	development	of	the	students.	At	educational	institutions,	the	students
are	also	made	aware	of	the	ethical	values	in	society.	Educational	institutions	help	students	to	learn	the	foundational	skill	sets	which	later	becomes	foundational	knowledge	to	acquire	the	professional	knowledge	to	contribute	towards	the	economy	of	society.	It	is	said	that	the	role	of	educational	institutions	in	society	is	twofold	–	to	educate	and	to
socialize.	They	play	a	significant	role	in	moulding	the	future	of	our	society.	The	role	of	Education	in	Society	is	instrumental	to	grow	human	resources.	An	educated	citizen	is	the	greatest	asset	for	any	democratic	society.	A	social	revolution	comes	through	educated,	politically	conscious	and	socially	responsible	people.	But	still,	there	is	a	critical	concern
about	the	basic	educational	infrastructure	in	developing	countries.	It	should	be	noted	that	nearly	one-fourth	of	the	Indian	population	still	lacks	access	to	basic	educational	activities.	Moreover,	the	pandemic	amplified	the	existing	disparity	of	the	basic	education	in	the	society,	predominantly	has	hit	hard	in	rural	demographics.		Now	look	at	this	data:
India	spends	nearly	4.6%	of	its	GDP	on	education,	which	is	much	less	than	most	of	the	G20	nations.	Hence	developing	countries	invest	more	on	quality	education,	innovation,	and	world	class	training	for	teachers.	The	need	of	the	hour	is	to	provide	inexpensive	and	accessible	education	to	meet	the	aspirational	value	of	Indian	students.	A	robust
education	is	the	key	to	the	growth	and	innovation	of	society,	also	to	bringing	peace	and	harmony	as	well.	Recommended	Reading:	Best	Time-management	Apps	for	College	Students	Education	is	often	viewed	as	a	path	to	knowledge	and	personal	development,	but	its	impact	on	society	runs	much	deeper.	It	is	a	cornerstone	of	the	social	fabric,
influencing	everything	from	economic	progress	to	political	stability.	The	functions	of	education	in	society	are	both	diverse	and	powerful,	going	beyond	what	is	immediately	visible.	This	blog	delves	into	the	multifaceted	roles	education	plays	in	shaping	individuals	and	communities,	touching	on	its	manifest	and	latent	functions.	By	examining	its	far-
reaching	implications,	we	can	better	understand	how	education	fosters	social	cohesion,	economic	growth,	and	cultural	continuity.	Table	of	Contents	Education	serves	multiple	functions	within	society,	some	of	which	are	directly	observable,	while	others	are	less	obvious	but	equally	important.	These	functions	can	be	broadly	classified	into	two
categories:	manifest	(intended)	and	latent	(unintended)	functions.	The	manifest	functions	are	the	primary	goals	that	education	sets	out	to	achieve,	such	as	the	transmission	of	knowledge	and	the	development	of	skills.	Latent	functions,	on	the	other	hand,	refer	to	the	indirect	effects	that	education	has	on	society,	such	as	shaping	social	values	and
promoting	cultural	norms.	Manifest	Functions	of	Education	The	manifest	functions	of	education	are	those	that	are	clearly	outlined	in	educational	policies	and	systems.	These	are	the	direct,	visible	outcomes	that	society	expects	from	its	educational	institutions.	Some	of	the	primary	manifest	functions	include:	Transmission	of	Knowledge	and	Skills:	One
of	the	most	fundamental	functions	of	education	is	to	impart	knowledge	and	skills	that	are	essential	for	both	personal	growth	and	societal	progress.	Through	formal	education,	individuals	learn	about	various	fields	such	as	mathematics,	science,	history,	literature,	and	the	arts.	These	subjects	not	only	provide	practical	skills	but	also	prepare	individuals
for	the	workforce,	making	them	productive	members	of	society.	Socialization:	Education	plays	a	key	role	in	the	socialization	process,	teaching	individuals	how	to	interact	with	others	in	society.	It	helps	individuals	understand	societal	norms,	values,	and	behaviors.	Schools,	as	primary	agents	of	socialization,	instill	important	values	such	as	respect,
responsibility,	and	cooperation.	Students	learn	how	to	function	within	the	structures	of	society,	contributing	to	the	smooth	running	of	communities.	Economic	Function:	Education	is	a	major	driver	of	economic	development.	By	equipping	individuals	with	the	knowledge	and	skills	required	for	various	professions,	education	enhances	the	workforce’s
productivity	and	capabilities.	Highly	educated	populations	tend	to	be	more	innovative,	entrepreneurial,	and	capable	of	adapting	to	changing	economic	conditions.	Thus,	education	contributes	directly	to	the	economic	advancement	of	a	society.	Cultural	Continuity:	Education	helps	preserve	and	transmit	cultural	values,	traditions,	and	heritage.	It
ensures	that	younger	generations	are	taught	about	their	historical	roots,	cultural	identity,	and	societal	norms.	In	this	way,	education	acts	as	a	vehicle	for	maintaining	cultural	continuity,	ensuring	that	traditions	and	practices	are	passed	down	through	the	ages.	Latent	Functions	of	Education	While	the	manifest	functions	of	education	are	well-defined,
its	latent	functions	can	be	more	difficult	to	pinpoint.	These	are	the	indirect	or	unintentional	outcomes	that	arise	from	educational	practices	and	systems.	Some	of	the	latent	functions	include:	Social	Stratification:	Education	can	contribute	to	social	inequality,	as	individuals	from	different	socio-economic	backgrounds	may	have	unequal	access	to	quality
education.	This	inequality	can	perpetuate	social	stratification,	where	individuals	from	wealthier	backgrounds	tend	to	have	access	to	better	educational	opportunities,	which	in	turn	leads	to	better	job	prospects	and	higher	social	status.	Creation	of	Social	Networks:	Schools	and	universities	are	not	just	places	for	academic	learning;	they	also	serve	as
social	spaces	where	individuals	build	relationships,	friendships,	and	professional	connections.	These	social	networks	can	play	a	significant	role	in	a	person’s	future	success,	as	they	often	lead	to	job	opportunities	and	collaborations	that	go	beyond	formal	education.	Reinforcement	of	Social	Norms:	Through	education,	societal	norms	and	behaviors	are
reinforced.	For	instance,	the	structure	of	schooling	often	teaches	conformity	to	authority,	adherence	to	rules,	and	the	importance	of	punctuality	and	discipline.	While	these	are	positive	traits	in	many	contexts,	they	can	also	stifle	creativity	and	individuality	in	certain	cases.	Political	Socialization:	Education	indirectly	plays	a	role	in	shaping	the	political
landscape	of	a	society.	It	instills	values	related	to	citizenship,	democracy,	and	governance.	Students	are	taught	about	their	rights	and	responsibilities,	which	helps	prepare	them	for	active	participation	in	political	processes,	including	voting	and	engaging	in	civic	duties.	The	Transformative	Power	of	Education	Education	is	not	merely	a	process	of
learning	facts	and	skills;	it	is	a	transformative	force	that	shapes	both	individuals	and	society.	The	impact	of	education	can	be	profound,	as	it	influences	personal	identity,	social	behavior,	and	collective	values.	Let’s	explore	some	of	the	more	transformative	aspects	of	education:	Shaping	Personal	Development	At	an	individual	level,	education	plays	a
crucial	role	in	shaping	a	person’s	character,	values,	and	worldview.	Through	education,	individuals	gain	the	tools	to	think	critically,	solve	problems,	and	express	themselves	effectively.	Education	fosters	intellectual	growth,	emotional	maturity,	and	social	awareness.	It	empowers	individuals	to	pursue	their	passions,	develop	their	talents,	and	contribute
meaningfully	to	society.	Education	has	a	vital	role	in	promoting	social	cohesion	by	fostering	a	sense	of	shared	identity	and	values.	In	diverse	societies,	education	helps	bridge	cultural,	religious,	and	social	divides	by	encouraging	mutual	understanding	and	respect.	Schools,	for	example,	provide	a	space	where	children	from	different	backgrounds	can
interact,	collaborate,	and	learn	from	one	another,	thereby	reducing	prejudices	and	promoting	unity.	Contributing	to	Economic	Development	Education	and	economic	development	are	deeply	interconnected.	A	well-educated	population	is	essential	for	innovation,	entrepreneurship,	and	global	competitiveness.	Education	not	only	provides	the	technical
expertise	needed	for	specific	jobs	but	also	develops	critical	thinking,	adaptability,	and	creativity,	which	are	necessary	for	tackling	the	complex	challenges	of	a	modern	economy.	In	this	way,	education	drives	both	individual	prosperity	and	national	economic	growth.	Political	Impact	Education	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	shaping	the	political	landscape	of	a
society.	It	helps	individuals	understand	their	rights	and	responsibilities	as	citizens,	encouraging	active	participation	in	democratic	processes.	Through	education,	people	learn	about	governance,	the	importance	of	laws,	and	the	role	of	political	institutions.	Well-informed	citizens	are	more	likely	to	make	thoughtful	decisions	at	the	polls	and	engage	in
political	discourse,	which	strengthens	democracy	and	ensures	political	stability.	Education’s	Role	in	Addressing	Societal	Challenges	In	addition	to	its	core	functions,	education	can	also	serve	as	a	tool	for	addressing	some	of	the	most	pressing	challenges	facing	societies	today.	By	promoting	awareness	and	understanding,	education	can	help	tackle
issues	such	as	poverty,	inequality,	and	environmental	sustainability.	Through	initiatives	like	inclusive	education,	environmental	education,	and	social	justice	education,	educational	systems	can	equip	individuals	with	the	knowledge	and	values	needed	to	create	positive	social	change.	Conclusion	Education	is	undeniably	one	of	the	most	powerful	forces
in	shaping	both	individuals	and	society	as	a	whole.	It	serves	a	range	of	manifest	and	latent	functions	that	impact	economic,	political,	and	cultural	aspects	of	life.	While	the	direct	benefits	of	education—such	as	knowledge	acquisition	and	skill	development—are	easy	to	see,	its	indirect	functions,	such	as	reinforcing	social	norms	and	shaping	political
landscapes,	are	equally	significant.	As	education	continues	to	evolve,	its	role	in	fostering	social	cohesion,	economic	growth,	and	political	stability	will	remain	central	to	the	well-being	of	societies	around	the	world.	What	do	you	think?	How	do	you	think	education	could	be	further	utilized	to	address	global	challenges	like	poverty	and	climate	change?	Do
you	believe	the	current	educational	systems	focus	enough	on	fostering	social	unity?	Let’s	discuss!	Education	stands	as	the	cornerstone	of	societal	development,	wielding	a	profound	influence	that	extends	far	beyond	the	classroom	walls.	Its	impact	resonates	through	generations,	shaping	cultural	norms,	economic	landscapes,	and	political	dynamics.
From	fostering	critical	thinking	to	promoting	social	cohesion,	the	role	of	education	in	society	is	multi-faceted	and	transformative.	In	this	discourse,	we	delve	into	the	intricate	interplay	between	how	education	and	societal	evolution,	unraveling	the	myriad	ways	in	which	education	affects	society.	At	its	essence,	education	affects	society	by	empowering
individuals	by	equipping	them	with	knowledge,	skills,	and	perspectives	necessary	for	personal	and	professional	growth.	It	serves	as	a	catalyst	for	intellectual	curiosity,	igniting	a	thirst	for	learning	that	transcends	boundaries.	By	nurturing	cognitive	abilities	and	fostering	a	culture	of	inquiry,	education	cultivates	innovators,	problem	solvers,	and	thought
leaders	who	drive	progress	and	innovation	in	diverse	fields.	From	scientific	breakthroughs	to	artistic	masterpieces,	the	fruits	of	education	enrich	human	civilization,	propelling	us	towards	greater	heights	of	achievement.	Education	affects	society	by	forming	the	bedrock	of	economic	prosperity,	serving	as	the	engine	of	innovation	and	productivity.	A
skilled	workforce	honed	through	quality	education,	fuels	economic	growth	by	driving	technological	advancements,	entrepreneurial	endeavors,	and	industrial	development.	Moreover,	education	enhances	labor	market	participation	and	facilitates	upward	mobility,	enabling	individuals	to	secure	better-paying	jobs	and	improve	their	living	standards.	In
this	regard,	investments	in	education	yield	substantial	returns,	both	in	terms	of	individual	livelihoods	and	national	economies,	fostering	sustainable	development	and	reducing	socio-economic	disparities.	Education	affects	society	by	playing	a	pivotal	role	in	fostering	social	cohesion	and	building	inclusive	communities.	By	promoting	values	of	tolerance,
empathy,	and	mutual	respect,	education	cultivates	a	culture	of	understanding	and	appreciation	for	diversity.	Educational	institutions	serve	as	melting	pots	where	individuals	from	varied	backgrounds	come	together,	transcending	cultural	barriers	and	forging	meaningful	connections.	Furthermore,	education	instills	civic	virtues	and	democratic
principles,	empowering	citizens	to	actively	participate	in	the	political	process	and	advocate	for	social	justice.	In	essence,	education	serves	as	a	unifying	force	that	binds	society	together,	bridging	divides	and	nurturing	a	sense	of	belonging	among	its	members.	One	of	the	most	potent	weapons	against	ignorance	and	prejudice	is	education.	By	dispelling
misconceptions	and	challenging	stereotypes,	education	affects	society	by	fostering	greater	cross-cultural	understanding	and	promoting	social	harmony.	Through	exposure	to	diverse	perspectives	and	experiences,	individuals	gain	insights	into	the	complexities	of	the	human	condition,	fostering	empathy	and	compassion	towards	others.	Moreover,
education	equips	individuals	with	the	critical	thinking	skills	necessary	to	discern	fact	from	fiction,	enabling	them	to	navigate	an	increasingly	complex	and	interconnected	world	with	confidence	and	discernment.	In	this	way,	education	serves	as	a	bulwark	against	the	forces	of	intolerance	and	bigotry,	laying	the	groundwork	for	a	more	just	and	equitable
society.	Education	is	intricately	linked	to	health	outcomes	and	overall	well-being,	exerting	a	profound	influence	on	lifestyle	choices,	healthcare	access,	and	disease	prevention.	Education	affects	society	by	imparting	knowledge	about	nutrition,	hygiene,	and	preventive	healthcare	practices,	education	empowers	individuals	to	make	informed	decisions
that	promote	their	physical	and	mental	health.	Furthermore,	education	plays	a	crucial	role	in	breaking	the	cycle	of	poverty	and	improving	access	to	healthcare	services,	thereby	reducing	disparities	in	health	outcomes	across	socio-economic	groups.	Through	health	education	initiatives	and	public	awareness	campaigns,	education	emerges	as	a
powerful	tool	for	promoting	healthy	behaviors	and	combating	endemic	diseases,	contributing	to	the	overall	welfare	of	society.	In	an	era	defined	by	rapid	technological	innovation,	education	emerges	as	a	linchpin	for	navigating	the	complexities	of	the	digital	age.	By	fostering	digital	literacy	and	technological	proficiency,	education	affects	society	by
equipping	individuals	with	the	skills	necessary	to	thrive	in	an	increasingly	digitized	world.	Moreover,	education	fuels	scientific	discovery	and	technological	advancement	by	nurturing	the	next	generation	of	innovators	and	problem	solvers.	From	STEM	education	programs	to	interdisciplinary	research	initiatives,	education	serves	as	a	crucible	for
innovation,	driving	progress	in	fields	ranging	from	artificial	intelligence	to	renewable	energy.	In	this	regard,	investments	in	education	are	essential	for	ensuring	continued	technological	advancement	and	global	competitiveness	in	the	21st	century.	In	the	face	of	pressing	global	challenges	such	as	climate	change,	resource	depletion,	and	environmental
degradation,	education	emerges	as	a	potent	catalyst	for	sustainable	development.	By	promoting	environmental	literacy	and	instilling	a	sense	of	stewardship	for	the	planet,	education	empowers	individuals	to	make	ecologically	responsible	choices	and	advocate	for	conservation	efforts.	Furthermore,	education	fosters	innovation	in	green	technologies
and	sustainable	practices,	driving	the	transition	towards	a	more	sustainable	and	resilient	society.	Through	interdisciplinary	approaches	that	integrate	environmental	education	into	curricula	across	disciplines,	education	equips	future	generations	with	the	knowledge	and	skills	necessary	to	address	the	complex	challenges	of	environmental
sustainability.	Education	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	conflict	resolution	and	peacebuilding	efforts,	offering	a	pathway	towards	reconciliation,	tolerance,	and	social	cohesion	in	divided	societies.	By	promoting	intercultural	dialogue	and	understanding,	education	helps	to	break	down	barriers	of	mistrust	and	hostility,	fostering	empathy	and	cooperation	among
diverse	communities.	Moreover,	education	empowers	individuals	to	critically	examine	the	root	causes	of	conflict	and	injustice,	enabling	them	to	become	agents	of	positive	change	in	their	communities.	Through	peace	education	initiatives	that	teach	conflict	resolution	skills	and	promote	non-violent	communication,	education	contributes	to	the
cultivation	of	a	culture	of	peace	and	reconciliation,	laying	the	foundation	for	lasting	stability	and	prosperity.	Despite	its	transformative	potential,	education	systems	around	the	world	face	a	myriad	of	challenges,	including	inadequate	funding,	unequal	access,	and	outdated	curricula.	Addressing	these	challenges	requires	bold	and	innovative	approaches
to	education	reform	that	prioritize	equity,	quality,	and	relevance.	Investments	in	teacher	training	and	professional	development	are	essential	for	ensuring	that	educators	are	equipped	with	the	skills	and	resources	necessary	to	deliver	high-quality	instruction.	Moreover,	efforts	to	expand	access	to	education,	particularly	for	marginalized	and	vulnerable
populations,	are	crucial	for	promoting	social	inclusion	and	reducing	disparities	in	educational	outcomes.	At	the	same	time,	advances	in	technology	offer	unprecedented	opportunities	to	revolutionize	education	delivery	and	expand	access	to	learning	opportunities.	Online	learning	platforms,	digital	resources,	and	mobile	technologies	have	the	potential
to	reach	learners	in	remote	and	underserved	communities,	providing	them	with	access	to	high-quality	educational	content	and	resources.	Furthermore,	innovative	pedagogical	approaches	such	as	project-based	learning,	experiential	learning,	and	competency-based	education	can	enhance	student	engagement	and	promote	deeper	learning	outcomes.
In	conclusion,	education	stands	as	a	cornerstone	of	societal	progress	and	human	development,	shaping	the	trajectory	of	our	collective	future	in	profound	ways.	Education	affects	society,	and	from	fostering	economic	prosperity	and	social	cohesion	to	promoting	environmental	sustainability	and	peace,	the	transformative	power	of	education	is
undeniable.	As	we	confront	the	complex	challenges	of	the	21st	century,	investing	in	education	must	remain	a	top	priority	for	governments,	policymakers,	and	stakeholders	across	sectors.	By	harnessing	the	potential	of	education	to	empower	individuals,	build	resilient	communities,	and	drive	positive	change,	we	can	create	a	more	just,	equitable,	and
sustainable	world	for	present	and	future	generations.	Read	an	excerpt	from	a	new	book	by	Sir	Ken	Robinson	and	Kate	Robinson,	which	calls	for	redesigning	education	for	the	future.	What	is	education	for?	As	it	happens,	people	differ	sharply	on	this	question.	It	is	what	is	known	as	an	“essentially	contested	concept.”	Like	“democracy”	and	“justice,”
“education”	means	different	things	to	different	people.	Various	factors	can	contribute	to	a	person’s	understanding	of	the	purpose	of	education,	including	their	background	and	circumstances.	It	is	also	inflected	by	how	they	view	related	issues	such	as	ethnicity,	gender,	and	social	class.	Still,	not	having	an	agreed-upon	definition	of	education	doesn’t
mean	we	can’t	discuss	it	or	do	anything	about	it.We	just	need	to	be	clear	on	terms.	There	are	a	few	terms	that	are	often	confused	or	used	interchangeably—“learning,”	“education,”	“training,”	and	“school”—but	there	are	important	differences	between	them.	Learning	is	the	process	of	acquiring	new	skills	and	understanding.	Education	is	an	organized
system	of	learning.	Training	is	a	type	of	education	that	is	focused	on	learning	specific	skills.	A	school	is	a	community	of	learners:	a	group	that	comes	together	to	learn	with	and	from	each	other.	It	is	vital	that	we	differentiate	these	terms:	children	love	to	learn,	they	do	it	naturally;	many	have	a	hard	time	with	education,	and	some	have	big	problems
with	school.Courtesy	of	Penguin	BooksThere	are	many	assumptions	of	compulsory	education.	One	is	that	young	people	need	to	know,	understand,	and	be	able	to	do	certain	things	that	they	most	likely	would	not	if	they	were	left	to	their	own	devices.	What	these	things	are	and	how	best	to	ensure	students	learn	them	are	complicated	and	often
controversial	issues.	Another	assumption	is	that	compulsory	education	is	a	preparation	for	what	will	come	afterward,	like	getting	a	good	job	or	going	on	to	higher	education.So,	what	does	it	mean	to	be	educated	now?	Well,	I	believe	that	education	should	expand	our	consciousness,	capabilities,	sensitivities,	and	cultural	understanding.	It	should	enlarge
our	worldview.	As	we	all	live	in	two	worlds—the	world	within	you	that	exists	only	because	you	do,	and	the	world	around	you—the	core	purpose	of	education	is	to	enable	students	to	understand	both	worlds.	In	today’s	climate,	there	is	also	a	new	and	urgent	challenge:	to	provide	forms	of	education	that	engage	young	people	with	the	global-economic
issues	of	environmental	well-being.This	core	purpose	of	education	can	be	broken	down	into	four	basic	purposes.Education	should	enable	young	people	to	engage	with	the	world	within	them	as	well	as	the	world	around	them.	In	Western	cultures,	there	is	a	firm	distinction	between	the	two	worlds,	between	thinking	and	feeling,	objectivity	and
subjectivity.	This	distinction	is	misguided.	There	is	a	deep	correlation	between	our	experience	of	the	world	around	us	and	how	we	feel.	As	we	explored	in	the	previous	chapters,	all	individuals	have	unique	strengths	and	weaknesses,	outlooks	and	personalities.	Students	do	not	come	in	standard	physical	shapes,	nor	do	their	abilities	and	personalities.
They	all	have	their	own	aptitudes	and	dispositions	and	different	ways	of	understanding	things.	Education	is	therefore	deeply	personal.	It	is	about	cultivating	the	minds	and	hearts	of	living	people.	Engaging	them	as	individuals	is	at	the	heart	of	raising	achievement.The	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	emphasizes	that	“All	human	beings	are	born
free	and	equal	in	dignity	and	rights,”	and	that	“Education	shall	be	directed	to	the	full	development	of	the	human	personality	and	to	the	strengthening	of	respect	for	human	rights	and	fundamental	freedoms.”	Many	of	the	deepest	problems	in	current	systems	of	education	result	from	losing	sight	of	this	basic	principle.Schools	should	enable	students	to
understand	their	own	cultures	and	to	respect	the	diversity	of	others.	There	are	various	definitions	of	culture,	but	in	this	context	the	most	appropriate	is	“the	values	and	forms	of	behavior	that	characterize	different	social	groups.”	To	put	it	more	bluntly,	it	is	“the	way	we	do	things	around	here.”	Education	is	one	of	the	ways	that	communities	pass	on
their	values	from	one	generation	to	the	next.	For	some,	education	is	a	way	of	preserving	a	culture	against	outside	influences.	For	others,	it	is	a	way	of	promoting	cultural	tolerance.	As	the	world	becomes	more	crowded	and	connected,	it	is	becoming	more	complex	culturally.	Living	respectfully	with	diversity	is	not	just	an	ethical	choice,	it	is	a	practical
imperative.There	should	be	three	cultural	priorities	for	schools:	to	help	students	understand	their	own	cultures,	to	understand	other	cultures,	and	to	promote	a	sense	of	cultural	tolerance	and	coexistence.	The	lives	of	all	communities	can	be	hugely	enriched	by	celebrating	their	own	cultures	and	the	practices	and	traditions	of	other	cultures.Education
should	enable	students	to	become	economically	responsible	and	independent.	This	is	one	of	the	reasons	governments	take	such	a	keen	interest	in	education:	they	know	that	an	educated	workforce	is	essential	to	creating	economic	prosperity.	Leaders	of	the	Industrial	Revolution	knew	that	education	was	critical	to	creating	the	types	of	workforce	they
required,	too.	But	the	world	of	work	has	changed	so	profoundly	since	then,	and	continues	to	do	so	at	an	ever-quickening	pace.	We	know	that	many	of	the	jobs	of	previous	decades	are	disappearing	and	being	rapidly	replaced	by	contemporary	counterparts.	It	is	almost	impossible	to	predict	the	direction	of	advancing	technologies,	and	where	they	will
take	us.How	can	schools	prepare	students	to	navigate	this	ever-changing	economic	landscape?	They	must	connect	students	with	their	unique	talents	and	interests,	dissolve	the	division	between	academic	and	vocational	programs,	and	foster	practical	partnerships	between	schools	and	the	world	of	work,	so	that	young	people	can	experience	working
environments	as	part	of	their	education,	not	simply	when	it	is	time	for	them	to	enter	the	labor	market.Education	should	enable	young	people	to	become	active	and	compassionate	citizens.	We	live	in	densely	woven	social	systems.	The	benefits	we	derive	from	them	depend	on	our	working	together	to	sustain	them.	The	empowerment	of	individuals	has	to
be	balanced	by	practicing	the	values	and	responsibilities	of	collective	life,	and	of	democracy	in	particular.	Our	freedoms	in	democratic	societies	are	not	automatic.	They	come	from	centuries	of	struggle	against	tyranny	and	autocracy	and	those	who	foment	sectarianism,	hatred,	and	fear.	Those	struggles	are	far	from	over.	As	John	Dewey	observed,
“Democracy	has	to	be	born	anew	every	generation,	and	education	is	its	midwife.”For	a	democratic	society	to	function,	it	depends	upon	the	majority	of	its	people	to	be	active	within	the	democratic	process.	In	many	democracies,	this	is	increasingly	not	the	case.	Schools	should	engage	students	in	becoming	active,	and	proactive,	democratic	participants.
An	academic	civics	course	will	scratch	the	surface,	but	to	nurture	a	deeply	rooted	respect	for	democracy,	it	is	essential	to	give	young	people	real-life	democratic	experiences	long	before	they	come	of	age	to	vote.The	conventional	curriculum	is	based	on	a	collection	of	separate	subjects.	These	are	prioritized	according	to	beliefs	around	the	limited
understanding	of	intelligence	we	discussed	in	the	previous	chapter,	as	well	as	what	is	deemed	to	be	important	later	in	life.	The	idea	of	“subjects”	suggests	that	each	subject,	whether	mathematics,	science,	art,	or	language,	stands	completely	separate	from	all	the	other	subjects.	This	is	problematic.	Mathematics,	for	example,	is	not	defined	only	by
propositional	knowledge;	it	is	a	combination	of	types	of	knowledge,	including	concepts,	processes,	and	methods	as	well	as	propositional	knowledge.	This	is	also	true	of	science,	art,	and	languages,	and	of	all	other	subjects.	It	is	therefore	much	more	useful	to	focus	on	the	concept	of	disciplines	rather	than	subjects.Disciplines	are	fluid;	they	constantly
merge	and	collaborate.	In	focusing	on	disciplines	rather	than	subjects	we	can	also	explore	the	concept	of	interdisciplinary	learning.	This	is	a	much	more	holistic	approach	that	mirrors	real	life	more	closely—it	is	rare	that	activities	outside	of	school	are	as	clearly	segregated	as	conventional	curriculums	suggest.	A	journalist	writing	an	article,	for
example,	must	be	able	to	call	upon	skills	of	conversation,	deductive	reasoning,	literacy,	and	social	sciences.	A	surgeon	must	understand	the	academic	concept	of	the	patient’s	condition,	as	well	as	the	practical	application	of	the	appropriate	procedure.	At	least,	we	would	certainly	hope	this	is	the	case	should	we	find	ourselves	being	wheeled	into
surgery.The	concept	of	disciplines	brings	us	to	a	better	starting	point	when	planning	the	curriculum,	which	is	to	ask	what	students	should	know	and	be	able	to	do	as	a	result	of	their	education.	The	four	purposes	above	suggest	eight	core	competencies	that,	if	properly	integrated	into	education,	will	equip	students	who	leave	school	to	engage	in	the
economic,	cultural,	social,	and	personal	challenges	they	will	inevitably	face	in	their	lives.	These	competencies	are	curiosity,	creativity,	criticism,	communication,	collaboration,	compassion,	composure,	and	citizenship.	Rather	than	be	triggered	by	age,	they	should	be	interwoven	from	the	beginning	of	a	student’s	educational	journey	and	nurtured
throughout.From	Imagine	If:	Creating	a	Future	for	Us	All	by	Sir	Ken	Robinson,	Ph.D	and	Kate	Robinson,	published	by	Penguin	Books,	an	imprint	of	Penguin	Publishing	Group,	a	division	of	Penguin	Random	House,	LLC.	Copyright	©	2022	by	the	Estate	of	Sir	Kenneth	Robinson	and	Kate	Robinson.Education	TrendsCritical	Thinking




