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I acquired a S&W 4043. Can anyone research serial numbers to find a date of manufacture for me. I believe it is Pre-ban and reads Police Program on the box. I am sure it was a trade-in or something but I was wondering how to find the manf. date. (Serial# VDL3258) I acquired a S&W 4043. Can anyone research serial numbers to find a date of
manufacture for me. I believe it is Pre-ban and reads Police Program on the box. I am sure it was a trade-in or something but I was wondering how to find the manf. date. (Serial# VDL3258) If you call Smith and Wesson's customer service number they will tell you right then while your on the phone with them. I acquired a S&W 4043. Can anyone
research serial numbers to find a date of manufacture for me. I believe it is Pre-ban and reads Police Program on the box. I am sure it was a trade-in or something but I was wondering how to find the manf. date. (Serial# VDL3258) That model was produced from 1991 - 1999. I don't see the VDL prefix in my book, but VAMxxxx was 1994 and VHNxxxx
was 1998 so I would guess it's somewhere between the two. Congrats, it's a nice little gun. (By the way, pre-ban or not pre-ban makes very little difference for a handgun.) Last edited: Nov 11, 2010 (By the way, pre-ban or not pre-ban makes very little difference for a handgun.) If I were to guess, I'd think he'd want to know the age of the magazines
that came with it. (since the age of the gun doesn't matter.) If I were to guess, I'd think he'd want to know the age of the magazines that came with it. (since the age of the gun doesn't matter.) Pretty sure those all came with 10 round magazines anyway. There were some 11 round mags but I think those were earlier. (Of course the age of the gun isn't
necessarily the age of the mags....) Well it seems to be a version of the 4003 which came with 11 rnd mags. My mags are 11 rnd, S&W mags. I was curious about the age of the gun because it is in excellent condition. I located an extreme sleeper at the Augusta, ME gun show this weekend. Until I picked this up from the table, I had only seen very
limited pictured examples of this rare and early Walther factory variant. The gun itself is fully matching, down to the grips. The jvd mag is not matched to the gun, unnumbered and from a later build. The pistol was part of a surcharged manufacturing run in late 1940, where the '40 date' was added by pantograph on its own line of the slide below the
ac Walther factory code. Only 6,000 were produced, and a high percentage of them were lost in the war on the Eastern Front. So finding one with all of its original parts is one of the needles in the haystack of P.38 collecting. My serial number of 3324a falls right in the middle range of 9988-5942a which are recorded for the ac 40 added production.
Not a perfect specimen, as the slide does not exhibit the deep polished luster of rust bluing which is a hallmark of early Walther production. I believe it was refinished with a dip blue (salt), much like the finish of Russian Captures. But this rebluing was done a long time ago, as much wear ensued after the refinish, and patina has long since set in. It
was not buffed before refinsh, as the final acceptance mark on the right slide is still sharp and raised. The paint inside the S and F of the safety positions was lost. Whether this refinish was done by the Germans, Russians, or even post-war US, it is impossible to tell. There are no typical markers for Russian Capture, nor import marks. The "story" was
that the pistol resided in a New Jersey State Trooper's collection since the mid 1970's. The frame and barrel, as well as the hammer, safety, slide lock and other small parts, exhibit the deep reddish brown patina under the concentrated light test and loupe, and appear as original finishes to me. The same light test on the slide simply absorbs the light
into the matte finish, with only a trace of the original deep rust blue. But the matching locking block is still in the white, and all E/359 inspection stamps are present in the proper places. So, I'll take it, even with its refinished slide quirk. It's just something that I never expected to see in person, let alone add to the collection. Now just needing an ac 44
to fill out all years of Walther production. Aside from very thin finish and wear on the right slide, the pistol is in great shape at about 85%. The bore has seen some service, with worn rifling and moderate pitting. Here are a couple of great P.38 links to browse. Some pics, enjoy, and thanks for looking. Last edited: Feb 26, 2016 Very nice and a rare
bird. How to Date a Smith and Wesson Revolver Smith and Wesson revolvers are some of the most iconic and sought-after firearms in the world. They’re known for their reliability, durability, and accuracy. But how can you tell how old a Smith and Wesson revolver is? In this article, we’ll discuss the different ways to date a Smith and Wesson revolver.
We’ll cover everything from serial numbers to markings to the manufacturing process. By the end of this article, you’ll be able to confidently date any Smith and Wesson revolver. So whether you’re a collector, a gun enthusiast, or just someone who’s curious about the history of Smith and Wesson revolvers, read on! | Column 1 | Column 2 | Column 3 |
|—|—|—] | Date | Characteristics | How to Date | | 1857 | First production year | Look for the serial number, which will be stamped on the frame or cylinder. The first three digits of the serial number will indicate the year of production. | | 1860 | Second production year | Look for the serial number, which will be stamped on the frame or cylinder. The
first three digits of the serial number will indicate the year of production. | | 1861 | Third production year | Look for the serial number, which will be stamped on the frame or cylinder. The first three digits of the serial number will indicate the year of production. | How to Date a Smith & Wesson Revolver? Identifying Your Revolver’s Serial Number
(SN) The first step in dating a Smith & Wesson revolver is to identify its serial number. The serial number is typically located on the frame, barrel, or cylinder. It is a unique number that is assigned to each revolver when it is manufactured. SN Location The serial number on a Smith & Wesson revolver can be found in a variety of locations. The most
common location is on the frame, just below the cylinder. However, the serial number can also be found on the barrel, the cylinder, or the trigger guard. SN Format Smith & Wesson revolvers have serial numbers in the format of AAAA-. The first four digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture, and the last digit represents the month
of manufacture. For example, a serial number of 1911-03 would indicate that the revolver was manufactured in January of 1911. SN Dating The first two digits of the serial number indicate the year of manufacture of a Smith & Wesson revolver. The following table shows the year ranges for each two-digit serial number prefix: | Serial Number Prefix |
Year Range | |—|—| | 0001-0399 | 1857-1864 | | 0400-0799 | 1865-1869 | | 0800-1199 | 1870-1874 | | 1200-1599 | 1875-1879 | | 1600-1999 | 1880-1884 | | 2000-2399 | 1885-1889 | | 2400-2799 | 1890-1894 | | 2800-3199 | 1895-1899 | | 3200-3599 | 1900-1904 | | 3600-3999 | 1905-1909 | | 4000-4399 | 1910-1914 | | 4400-4799 | 1915-1919 | | 4800-5199 |
1920-1924 | | 5200-5599 | 1925-1929 | | 5600-5999 | 1930-1934 | | 6000-6399 | 1935-1939 | | 6400-6799 | 1940-1944 | | 6800-7199 | 1945-1949 | | 7200-7599 | 1950-1954 | | 7600-7999 | 1955-1959 | | 8000-8399 | 1960-1964 | | 8400-8799 | 1965-1969 | | 8800-9199 | 1970-1974 | | 9200-9599 | 1975-1979 | | 9600-9999 | 1980-1984 | | 0000-0399 | 1985-
1989 | | 0400-0799 | 1990-1994 | | 0800-1199 | 1995-1999 | | 1200-1599 | 2000-2004 | | 1600-1999 | 2005-2009 3.Researching Your Revolver’s History Once you have identified the model and serial number of your revolver, you can begin to research its history. There are a number of online resources available to help you with this, including: Online
Resources: There are many websites that offer information about Smith & Wesson revolvers. Some of the most popular resources include: [Smith & Wesson Forum]( [Smith & Wesson Archive]( [Gun Values Board]( Smith & Wesson Archives: The Smith & Wesson Archives is a valuable resource for information about Smith & Wesson revolvers. The
archives contain a wealth of information, including: Photographs Technical drawings Sales records Advertising materials Gun Collectors Clubs: Gun collectors clubs can be a great resource for information about revolvers and their history. Many clubs have libraries or archives that you can access. They also often hold meetings and events where you
can meet other collectors and learn more about revolvers. 4.Appraising Your Revolver The value of a Smith & Wesson revolver depends on a number of factors, including: Condition: The condition of your revolver is one of the most important factors that will affect its value. A revolver in good condition will be worth more than a revolver in poor
condition. Rarity: The rarity of your revolver is another factor that will affect its value. A rare revolver will be worth more than a common revolver. Historical significance: The historical significance of your revolver can also affect its value. A revolver that was used by a famous person or in a famous event will be worth more than a revolver that was
not. If you are interested in getting your revolver appraised, there are a number of qualified revolver appraisers available. You can find a list of appraisers in your area by contacting the National Rifle Association (NRA) or the American Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF). Dating and appraising a Smith & Wesson revolver can be a complex process,
but it is also a rewarding one. By following the steps in this guide, you can learn more about your revolver and its history. You can also get a better understanding of its value, which can be helpful if you are considering selling it. How can I date a Smith and Wesson revolver? There are a few ways to date a Smith and Wesson revolver. The most
common method is to look for the serial number. Smith and Wesson serial numbers are typically stamped on the frame or barrel of the revolver. The serial number can be used to look up the revolver’s manufacture date in the Smith and Wesson factory records. Another way to date a Smith and Wesson revolver is to look for the model number. The
model number is typically stamped on the frame or barrel of the revolver. The model number can be used to look up the revolver’s manufacture date in the Smith and Wesson factory records. Finally, you can also date a Smith and Wesson revolver by looking at its features. Some features, such as the type of grip, the barrel length, and the sights, can
help you narrow down the revolver’s manufacture date. What are the different ways to date a Smith and Wesson revolver? There are three main ways to date a Smith and Wesson revolver: Serial number: The serial number is the most common way to date a Smith and Wesson revolver. The serial number can be found on the frame or barrel of the
revolver. The serial number can be used to look up the revolver’s manufacture date in the Smith and Wesson factory records. Model number: The model number is typically stamped on the frame or barrel of the revolver. The model number can be used to look up the revolver’s manufacture date in the Smith and Wesson factory records. Features:
Some features, such as the type of grip, the barrel length, and the sights, can help you narrow down the revolver’s manufacture date. What is the serial number format for Smith and Wesson revolvers? The serial number format for Smith and Wesson revolvers has changed over the years. The following is a list of the different serial number formats
used by Smith and Wesson: 1857-1869: 3-digit serial numbers 1870-1880: 4-digit serial numbers 1881-1902: 5-digit serial numbers 1903-1917: 6-digit serial numbers 1918-1940: 7-digit serial numbers 1941-1963: 8-digit serial numbers 1964-Present: 9-digit serial numbers How do I decode a Smith and Wesson serial number? To decode a Smith and
Wesson serial number, you need to know the serial number format. The following is a guide to decoding Smith and Wesson serial numbers: 1857-1869: The first two digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture. The last digit of the serial number represents the month of manufacture. 1870-1880: The first three digits of the serial
number represent the year of manufacture. The last two digits of the serial number represent the month of manufacture. 1881-1902: The first four digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture. The last digit of the serial number represents the month of manufacture. 1903-1917: The first five digits of the serial number represent the
year of manufacture. The last two digits of the serial number represent the month of manufacture. 1918-1940: The first six digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture. The last digit of the serial number represents the month of manufacture. 1941-1963: The first seven digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture.
The last digit of the serial number represents the month of manufacture. 1964-Present: The first nine digits of the serial number represent the year of manufacture. The last digit of the serial number represents the month of manufacture. What are some common mistakes people make when dating Smith and Wesson revolvers? There are a few
common mistakes people make when dating Smith and Wesson revolvers. These include: Mistaking the serial number for the model number: The serial number is not the same as the model number. The serial number is a unique identifier for each revolver, while the model number is a general description of the revolver’s features. Using the wrong
serial number format: The serial number format dating a Smith and Wesson revolver can be a fun and rewarding experience. By following the steps outlined in this article, you can learn more about your revolver and its history. You can also use this information to determine the value of your revolver and make informed decisions about its care and
maintenance. Here are some key takeaways from this article: The serial number is the most important piece of information for dating a Smith and Wesson revolver. You can also use the barrel date code, cylinder date code, and grip frame date code to date your revolver. The condition of your revolver will also affect its value. By following these steps,
you can learn more about your Smith and Wesson revolver and its history. Smith And Wesson Year By Serial Number - Smith and Wesson, a name synonymous with quality firearms, has a rich history that often intrigues enthusiasts and collectors. One fascinating aspect that draws attention is the decoding of Smith and Wesson serial numbers. Let's
delve into the world of Smith and Wesson firearms, exploring the significance of serial numbers, how to decipher them, and the tales they tell. Brief Overview of Smith and Wesson Smith and Wesson, founded in 1852, stands as an iconic American firearms manufacturer. Renowned for its commitment to craftsmanship and innovation, the company has
produced a wide array of firearms, earning the trust of law enforcement, military, and civilians alike. Importance of Serial Numbers in Firearms Serial numbers play a crucial role in firearm identification and traceability. For Smith and Wesson, each serial number carries information about the gun's production date, model, and specific characteristics.
IUnderstanding Smith and Wesson Serial Numbers Explanation of Smith and Wesson Serial Number System 1. Historical Context Understanding the evolution of Smith and Wesson serial numbers requires a journey through the company's history. Early serial number systems differed significantly from the standardized ones we see today. 2. Changes
Over the Years Smith and Wesson adapted its serial number system over time, incorporating modifications that enhanced traceability and manufacturing efficiency. Significance of Decoding Serial Numbers Deciphering Smith and Wesson serial numbers provides valuable insights. Collectors and enthusiasts use this information to determine the gun's
age, rarity, and sometimes even its historical context. Dating Smith and Wesson Firearms Determining the Manufacturing Date 1. Early Models Early Smith and Wesson models featured unique serial number patterns. Learning to interpret these patterns is crucial for dating firearms accurately. 2. Evolution in Serial Number Patterns As Smith and
Wesson introduced new models and manufacturing processes, the serial number patterns evolved. Recognizing these changes aids in pinpointing the manufacturing date. Collectors' Perspective on Dating For collectors, dating a Smith and Wesson firearm is not just about establishing its age. It adds a layer of historical significance and enhances the
gun's overall value. Variations in Smith and Wesson Firearms Different Models and Their Serial Number Ranges Each Smith and Wesson model has its designated range of serial numbers. Understanding these variations is essential for collectors and buyers seeking specific models. Special Editions and Limited Runs Special editions and limited runs
often feature unique serial number sequences, making them particularly sought after by collectors. Exploring these variations adds depth to the world of Smith and Wesson firearms. Identifying Authenticity Tips on Spotting Fake or Altered Serial Numbers As the demand for vintage firearms rises, so does the risk of encountering fake or altered serial
numbers. This section provides practical tips for authenticating Smith and Wesson firearms. Importance of Authentication in Firearm Trade Authentication not only preserves the integrity of the collector's market but also ensures legal compliance. Buyers and sellers alike benefit from a transparent and authenticated transaction. Smith and Wesson
Serial Number Resources Online Databases and Forums The internet is a valuable resource for Smith and Wesson enthusiasts. Online databases and forums offer a wealth of information, allowing individuals to cross-reference and validate serial numbers. Consulting Experts and Collectors Establishing a network with experts and fellow collectors can
provide insights that extend beyond online resources. Personal experiences and anecdotes contribute to a deeper understanding of Smith and Wesson serial numbers. Legal Considerations Importance of Legal Ownership and Registration Owning a firearm comes with legal responsibilities. Understanding the importance of legal ownership and
registration helps ensure compliance with local laws. Implications of Tampering with Serial Numbers Tampering with serial numbers is not only unethical but also illegal. This section explores the legal consequences and the impact on the firearm's value. Maintaining Value How Serial Numbers Affect Firearm Resale Value Serial numbers play a
pivotal role in determining a firearm's resale value. Well-maintained, authentic Smith and Wesson firearms often fetch higher prices in the market. Tips for Preserving the Condition of Smith and Wesson Firearms Preserving the condition of firearms goes beyond maintaining their external appearance. Proper storage, cleaning, and maintenance
contribute to their longevity and value. Stories Behind Notable Serial Numbers Anecdotes of Famous Smith and Wesson Firearms Certain Smith and Wesson firearms have gained notoriety due to their connection to historical events or famous individuals. Unveiling the stories behind these guns adds a captivating dimension to the serial number
exploration. Historical Significance of Specific Serial Numbers Delving into the historical significance of specific serial numbers provides a unique perspective on the role Smith and Wesson firearms have played in various eras. Future Trends Potential Changes in Smith and Wesson Serial Number Systems In a rapidly evolving technological landscape,
Smith and Wesson might adopt new serial number systems for enhanced traceability and security. Technological Advancements in Firearm Tracking The future may bring technological innovations that revolutionize the way we track and trace firearms. Exploring potential advancements adds a forward-looking dimension to the discussion. Conclusion
Recap of the Importance of Smith and Wesson Serial Numbers Understanding Smith and Wesson serial numbers is not just a hobby; it's a journey through history. These alphanumeric codes encapsulate the legacy of a company that has played a pivotal role in shaping the firearms industry. Encouraging Responsible Firearm Ownership In the midst of
decoding serial numbers and exploring the stories behind them, it's essential to advocate for responsible firearm ownership. Smith and Wesson firearms are not just collectibles; they are tools that demand respect and responsibility. Download Smith And Wesson Year By Serial Number Download Smith And Wesson Year By Serial Number Thank you
for visiting our website. We hope you find what you are looking for about Smith And Wesson Year By Serial Number. Free Printable Forms, Worksheets, Bingo Cards and More Free Printable articles are, without question, among our blog's most popular posts and for good reason. They make wonderful party or baby shower decorations, and they're so
much fun to create too. From Nursery & Children Printables, Free Printable Crossword puzzles and more, you'll love Free Printable Worksheets, Tags and more. You can find Free Printable Worksheets of any topic imaginable: History, Trivia, TV, Movies, Books, Maps, Animals, and more. If you need Free Printable Crossword puzzles or Free Printable
Worksheets of any kind, you've come to the right place. Free Daily Printable Crossword Puzzles Free Printable Some people think that Free Printable Articles is just a way to waste a lot of time that you don't have online, but that is far from the truth. Free Printable Articles is easy and fun to create. They are also super fast and simple to locate and
download for your Free Printable activities. If you enjoy using Free Printable Articles for your projects, but find yourself feeling a little frustrated because of all the high priced, limited edition, limited printable items out there, well worry no more! We will show you how to find hundreds of low cost, high quality Free Printable Articles just like what you
see in this article for Free. The first place we will show you where to get Free Printable Art Prints for your Free Printable Projects is at Dollar Stores. Free Printable Art and Decor printables are one of the best ways to make your project's beautiful, original, unique, and inexpensive. Dollar Stores often has hundreds of different Free Printable Art and
Decor prints available in their gift sections. If you are looking for Christmas Decor printables, Thanksgiving wall hangings, or any other kind of Free Printable Art and Decor art printable, you should find them at the dollar store. Free Printable Number Bingo Cards 1 20 Free Printable Another great place to find Free Printable Art and Decor are on the
internet sites that have free printable art and decor crafts. A quick search with the appropriate search engine should pull up many sites just like the ones we showed you above. The only difference with the internet sites is that they have hundreds of thousands of different Free Printable Art and Decor crafts available for download. Many of the
Printable Art and Decor crafts are also high quality, framing worthy, and ready to hang on the wall. Free Printable Christmas and Holiday cards are a great way to add excitement and fun to your Free Printable Christmas and Holiday card printing. Free Printable Christmas and Holiday cards can be used as the base for creating custom holiday
greeting cards and even other holiday gifts. Free Printable Christmas and Holiday cards are one place where you don't have to pay money to make your card beautiful - simply use your computer and click your mouse. Free Printable Christmas and Holiday cards are a great way to save money when it comes to purchasing a holiday greeting for a friend
or loved one. They're also a great way to save money if you decide after you have your Free Printable Christmas and Holiday cards printed that you want to try something else with your design. Free Printable Birthday Cards Paper Trail Design Free Printable Art and Decor prints are just one way to add variety and interest to your home this holiday
season. We've shown you several ways to save money on your home printing. These two Free Printable Art and Decor prints will add color and excitement to your home. These two Free Printable Art and Decor prints are ideal for beginners who are new to the world of printing and designs and are looking for inspiration to create personalized and
unique holiday greeting cards and holiday gifts. These printable Christmas and Holiday cards and holiday gifts can be printed with your own computer in minutes, using free art and decorating software. I have read that its possible to fire .32 S&W in a Nagant revolver, though it tends to ruin the cases. I have heard the same thing about .32 H&R Mag,
and that people often fire them safely with no ill effects other than poor accuracy. Conversely, I have also heard that both of those cartridges have too much pressure for the Nagant to handle. I have reloading data for both .32 S&W and .32 H&R at home in my books (I think...) but I know for certain that I do not have 7.62 Nagant listed. No I do not
plan on shooting either of those, as I have access to the proper ammo. Can anyone tell me if the pressures or other factors would make it unsafe to fire these rounds, beyond the case dimensions being a bit too small? Common practice from what I have read. The original Russian round was pretty potent. I ordered a Nagant revolver earlier this week.
Unfortunately due to the company's "policy" they will not ship it to an 03-FFL. Perfectly legal, but we're ascared. Thats what Ive heard as well, but I have a guy telling me (and others) that the russian round was so weak that the revolvers cant handle .32 S&W. I hear of people shooting .32 H&R Mag all the time with no ill effects. If anyone has all
three pressures handy, and can think of any reason it would be dangerous, I'd appreciate it. "The unusual 7.62mm Nagant cartridge itself was specifically designed for use with the gas seal system and featured an extended, slightly bottle-necked case that completely enclosed the bullet, giving the appearance of a blank cartridge. The round fires a 97
grain, flat-nosed lead bullet at 1080 feet per second, developing a muzzle energy of 290 foot pounds. Those ballistics are quite comparable to the modern .32 Magnum revolver cartridge." .32 ACP cylinders can be had for around $75 as well. Whenever "I have a guy telling me", I do some research. Well the research I have done was before I had "a guy
telling me" and what hes posting is that a Nagant can not handle the pressure from a .32 S&W, let alone a .32 Mag. What I found (a couple months ago) was that the gun can in fact shoot these rounds, but it bulges the cases and they aren't very accurate If the pressure of .32 S&W is less than 7.62 Nagant, and comparable to .32 Mag, then I'd like to
give numbers to back it up. I just cant look up the numbers at work, all the reloading sites are blocked. I've fired both .32 S&W Short and .32 S&W Long in a Nagant. It does bulge out the cases of the .32 Longs. Both of the .32 loads (at least, the ones I had) were pretty anemic. I can't imagine that there's any pressure risk there. (my opinion, not
based on any data!) Remember that the actual mil loading for the Nagant is 1100 fps, not the paintball-like velocity of the Fiocchi/Prvi/Hotshot commercial ammo. I'm not sure I'd fire a .32 H&R Mag. Wiki says they're up to 1200 or so fps, so they may be higher pressure. I've been cutting down and reloading my Nagant brass. I'll start a new thread in
the reloading forum and stick a link here: 55 grain I've shot several hundred rounds of S&W Long through my Nagant with no issues whatsoever. The brass does bulge occasionally, but that's more to do with the chambers than pressure. It's a pretty weak round, I wouldn't worry about it. I bought a bunch of Aguila when it was cheap and it has
worked great for me. From Cartridges of the World. No info on pressures for these rounds, but here's what I did find. [TABLE="align: left"] [TR] [TD]Caliber[/TD] [TDIfps[/TD] [TDIft-lbs[/TD] [TD]Bullet Wgt (gr)[/TD] [/TR] [TR] [TD]32 S&W[/TD] [TD]705[/TD] [TD]115[/TD] [TD]98[/TD] [/TR] [TR] [TD]32 Long[/TD] [TD]705[/TD] [TD]115[/TD]
[TD]98[/TD] [/TR] [TR] [TD]32 H&R Mag[/TD] [TD]1030[/TD] [TD]225[/TD] [TD]95[/TD] [/TR] [TR] [TD]7.62 Nagant[/TD] [TD]1100[/TD] [TD]290[/TD] [TD]108[/TD] [/TR] [/TABLE] If you can get down my way, we can reload the original 7.62x38R cases and retain the gas sealing nature of this cartridge. Not the clearest picture, but it can be done... I
have a 32 ACP cylinder,and also shoot 32 long out of my Nagant revolvers with no issue's . My next purchase is going to be a .22Ir revolver. I pretty well decided on the 617. Lately, I've run across several nice Model 17's. I love the look of the older blued S&W's...but I lean toward the 10 shots. Anyone want to change my mind? I love my 17, but if it
had ten shots I could use it for matches I love my 17, but if it had ten shots I could use it for matches If you mean "bullseye" matches (National Gallery), probably not, as the rules call for loading 5 rounds per string. - - - Updated - - - I have both a 17 and an 18; love both. In my opinion, the 17 is a far better revolver than the 617; reasons are a bit too
long for typing on a phone. Well, you're going to have to decide whether you want the beautiful older S&W bluing, or a 10 shot 17. I have a 10 shot 17, it's a great shooter, but that matte finish they put on them is nowhere near the old standards. Functional and a great shooter, but not pretty. It's possible that S&W have made runs of polished blued 17
10 shots - I'v6e never seen one. If they have, I'd be interested in one too. 4" barrel this time would be nice, didn't like the 6" as much as I'd hoped for 22LR. I have a 617. It's become my favorite pistol range gun. It's accurate, easy to shoot and I don't have to sweep brass when I'm done. I find myself going through 300+ rounds every time I bring it. I
think that is helping me become a better shooter overall. Personally, I prefer stainless over blue. Anyone want to change my mind? No It will leave those 17's for me. I don't have a purpose for needing the 10 shots.....If I did the 617 would fit the bill. I've owned 617 6" guns and for me with the underlug they are just too muzzle heavy. So I got a mixture
of a Model 17 and 617. Its a Model 17-7 six shot with a full underlug. Original wood grips. Notice the stainless cylinder...according to S&W only 200 of these were made. They have a serial prefix of BRF or BRC. This one has a prefix of BRF. Found it locally at a gun shop. Great find! Enjoy it. So I got a mixture of a Model 17 and 617. Its a Model 17-7
six shot with a full underlug. Original wood grips. Notice the stainless cylinder...according to S&W only 200 of these were made. They have a serial prefix of BRF or BRC. This one has a prefix of BRF. Found it locally at a gun shop. View attachment 146714 Many people have questions about how to identify a S&W revolver and when was it made. I
borrowed this from a thread on Highroad.org forum. It has a lot of info that might be of interest to many of you. Identifying features: This is where to look for the model number (not used until around 1957). Sometimes the serial number is here, especially in later models. Earlier models have them here: S&W revolver names before World War II Name
Caliber Frame .22 Hand Ejector Ladysmith 22 Long M .22/32 Target 22 Long Rifle I .22 Outdoorsman 22 Long Rifle K .32 Hand Ejector (round Butt) 32 S&W Long I .32 Regulation Police (Square Butt) 32 S&W Long I .32-20 Hand Ejector 32-20 Win. K .38 Military&Police 38 Spl K .38 Hand Ejector (same as above, with adjustable sights) .38 Regulation
Police (Square Butt) 38 S&W I .38 Terrier 2" Round Butt 38 S&W I .38/44 Heavy Duty (fixed sights) 38 Spl N .38/44 Outdoorsman (Adj. Sights) 38 Spl N .357 Magnum 357 Mag N .44 HAnd Ejector Military Model 44 Spl N .44 Hand ejector Model 1926 44 Spl N (shrouded extractor rod) .45 U.S. Army Revolver, Model 1917 45 ACP N .455 Hand ejector
British Service 455 Mark II N Letter designations assigned S&W Revolvers 1900-1930 32 Double Action R 32 Safety Hammerless G 38 Single Action S 38 Double Action D 38 Safety Hammerless Y 44 Double Action L. 22 Hand Ejector M 32 Hand ejector I 38 Military and Police K 44 Hand Ejector N 38 Double Action Perfect P 22 Perfect Single Shot T
35 Automatic A 32 Regulation Police B 38 Regulation Police E 22/32 Heavy Frame Target V Factory Model/caliber designation begun in 1930s 22/32 Target IT22 Square Butt 22/32 Kit Gun IT22 Round Butt K-22 Masterpiece KT22 32 Hand Ejector 132 Round Butt 32 Regulation Police 132 Square Butt K-32 Masterpiece KT32 38 Regulation Police 138
Square Butt 38 S&W Terrier 132 Round Butt 38 Military & Police K38 38/44 Heavy Duty N38 K-38 Masterpiece KT38 38/44 Outdoorsman NT38 357 Magnum NT357 1926 Model 44 Military N44 1926 Model 44 Target NT44 1917 Army N45 S&W Model Listing Model year year Frame Caliber Name intro Discon Size 10 1899 K 38 Spl Military & Police
10 HB 1960 K 38 Spl Military & Police Heavy Barrel 11 1936 1965 K 38 S&W Military & Police 12 1953 1986 KA 38 Spl Military & Police Airweight 13 1974 K 357 Mag 357 Magnum M&P 14 1947 1982 KT 38 Spl K-38 Masterpiece 15 1949 KT 38 Spl K-38 Combat Masterpiece 16 1947 1973 KT 32 S&W Long K-32 Masterpiece 17 1946 KT 22 LR K-22
Masterpiece 18 1949 1986 KT 22 LR K-22 Combat Masterpiece 19 1955 KT 357 Mag 357 Combat Magnum 20 1930 1966 N 38 Spl 38/44 Heavy Duty 21 1908 1966 N 44 Spl 1950 Model 44 Military 22 1917 1966 N 45 ACP 1950 Model 45 Army 23 1931 1966 NT 38 Spl 38/44 Outdoorsman 24 1908 1966 NT 44 Spl 1950 Model 44 Target 24 1984 1984
NT 44 Spl 7500 units reintroduced 25 1955 1983 NT 45 ACP 1955 Model 45 Target 25-3 1977 1977 NT 45 Colt 125th Commemorative 25-4 1977 1977 NT 45 Colt 125th Delux Comm 25-5 1978 NT 45 Colt 45 Colt 26 1950 1966 NT 45 ACP 1950 45 Target Light Barrel 27 1935 NT 357 Mag 357 Magnum 28 1954 1986 NT 357 Mag 357 Highway
Patrolman 29 1955 NT 44 Mag 44 Magnum 30 1896 1976 1&] 32 S&W Long 32 Hand Ejector 31 1917 I1&] 32 S&W Long 32 Regulation Police 32 1936 1974 1&] 38 S&W 38 Terrier 33 1917 1974 1&] 38 S&W 38 Regulation Police 34 1936 1&] 22 LR 22/32 Kit Gun 4" barrel 35 1911 1973 1&] 22 LR 22/32 Target 6" Barrel 36 1950 ]J 38 Spl 38 Chief
Special 37 1952 JA 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Airweight 38 1955 JAC 38 Spl Bodyguard 39 1954 1981 Auto 9mm 9mm Double Action both alloy and steel 39-1 1960 1960 Auto 38 AMU Commonly called M-52A alloy 40 1952 1974 JS 38 Spl Centennial 41 1952 Auto 22 LR 22 Semi-Automatic 41-1 1960 1972 Auto 22 short 22 Short Semi-Auto 42 1953 1974
JAT 38 Spl Centennial Airweight 43 1954 1974 JAT 22 LR 22/32 Kit Gun Airweight 44 1954 1959 Auto 9mm 9mm Semi, Single Action alloy 45 1936 1965 K 22 LR 22 Military & Police 46 1959 1968 Auto 22 LR 22 Semi Auto 47 Experimental number used on several guns 48 1959 1986 KTM 22 WMRF K-22 Masterpiece MRF 49 1959 JC 38 Spl
Bodyguard Steel Frame 50 1955 1975 JT 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Target 51 1960 1974 JTM 22 WMRF 22/32 MRF Kit Gun 52 1961 Auto 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Target Steel 52-A See Model 39-1 53 1961 1974 KTC 22 Jet 22 center fire magnum 54 Experimental never issued 55 Experimental never issued 56 1962 1963 KT 38 Spl KTX 38 Became Mod
152" bl. 57 1964 NT 41 Mag 41 Magnum 58 1964 1978 N 41 Mag 41 Magnum Military& Police 59 1971 1981 Auto 9mm 14 shot 9mm Semi-Auto Alloy 60 1965 J 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Stainless 61 1970 1973 Auto 22 LR 22 Escort 62 Experimental never issued 63 1977 JT 22 LR 1977 22/32 Kit Gun Stainless 64 1970 K 38 Spl 38 Military&Police
Stainless 65 1974 K 357 Mag 357 Mag M&P Stainless 66 1971 KT 357 Mag 357 Combat Mag Stainless 67 1972 KT 38 Spl 38 Combat Masterpiece Stainless 68 1976 1976 KT 38 Spl California Highway Patrol Model Stainless 69/75 Not officially assigned -- used experimentally 76 1968 1974 Auto 9mm Machine Pistol 77 1970 1978 22 cal Air rifle 78
1971 1978 22 Cal CO2 Pellet Pistol 79 1971 1978 177 Cal CO2 Pellet Pistol 80 1975 1978 177 BB CO2 Semi Auto Rifle New Model Numbering System 147-A 1979 1979 9mm 14 shot DA steel frame Model 59 325PD 2003 N 6 shot 45 ACP, 2.5" barrel, Scandium Frame 329PD 2003 N 6 shot 44 Magnum, Scandium Frame, Stainless
Brl, Ti Cylinder 340 J 5 shot 357 Magnum, Scandium Frame, shrouded/internal hammer 396 L 5 shot 44 Special, 3-1/8" barrel, Aluminum alloy frame 439 1979 9mm 8 shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 459 1979 9mm 14 shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 469 1983 9mm 12 Shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 500 2003 X 5 shot 500 S&W Magnum 520 1980 1980 N 357 Mag, Fixed
Sights 539 1980 1983 9mm 8 shot DA semi auto Carbon Steel 547 1980 1985 K Steel 9mm Military & Police 559 1980 1983 Auto 9mm 14 shot DA Semi Auto Carbon Steel 581 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Service Magnum 586 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Combat Magnum 610 N 10 mm, 6 shot, stainless 624 1985 1986 NT 44 Spl 1985 Target
Stainless 625 N 45 ACP and 45 Colt Stainless 627 N 357 Magnum, Stainless 629 1979 NT 44 Mag Stainless 629 Classic N 44 Mag, Stainless, full underlug 639 1982 Auto 9mm 8 shot DA Semi Auto Stainless 645 1985 Auto 45ACP DA Semi Auto Stainless 649 1985 JC 38 Spl Bodyguard Stainless 650 1982 JM 22 WMREF Service Kit Gun Stainless 651
1982 JTM 22 WMREF Target Kit Gun Stainless 657 N 41 Magnum, 6 shot, Stainless 659 1982 Auto 9mm 14 shot DA semi Auto Stainless 669 1985 Auto 9mm 12 shot DA Semi Auto Stainless 681 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Service Mag Stainless 686 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Combat Mag Stainless 686+ L 357 Mag, 7 shot cylinder, Stainless
SW1911 2003 45 ACP 1911 Model and Dash numbering system Model 10 -1 1959 Heavy Barrel -2 1961 Changed extractor rod thread to LH on standard barrel -3 1961 Same as above, for heavy barrel -4 1962 Screw in front of trigger eliminated -5 1962 1/10" to 1/8" front sight, on standard barrel -5 1962 Screw in front of trigger
guard eliminated on heavy barrel model -7 1977 Change to put gas ring from yoke to cylinder -8 1977 Change to put gas ring from yoke to cylinder on heavy barrel model Model 12 1957 -1 1962 Change extractor rod to LH thread, eliminate screw in front of trigger guard -2 1962 Front sight changed from 1/10" to 1/8" -3 1977 Gas ring on yoke to
cylinder -4 1984 Change frame thickness to same as all K frames Model 13 No designation used to avoid confusion with air force model 13 air crewman Model 13 -1 1974 Introduced -2 1977 Change back to gas ring on cylinder -3 1982 eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 14,15,16,17,18,48,53 (all start without dash in 1957) -1 1959 Change to LH
extractor rod thread -2 1961 Cylinder stop changed, hole in front of trigger guard eliminated -3 1967 Relocation of rear sight leaf screw -4 1977 Changed gas ring from yoke to cylinder 19 All of the above changes and -5 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore N-Frame Model Blue ------------------ Model 20,21,22,23,24,25 (except 25-5) 26,27,28,29 -1 1960
Change to LH thread -2 1961 Cylinder stop changed, hole in front of trigger guard eliminated -3 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore (magnums only) -4 2004 Thunder Ranch 44 Special, fixed sight Model 57 1964 Introduced -1 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 629 1980 Introduced -1 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 25-5 1978 -5
means 45 Colt caliber 125'th anniversary model, -3 (standard) -4 (delux) both of these used a shorter than standard cylinder. -7 1985 45 Colt, 5" barrel, unfluted cylinder K-Frame Stainless Models 64 1970 Introduced -1 1972 Heavy barrel -2 1977 2" standard barrel, gas ring from yoke to cylinder -3 1977 Same as above, for heavy
barrel 65 -1 1974 introduced -2 1977 gas ring from yoke to cylinder -3 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore 66 1971 introduced -1 1977 Gas ring from yoke to cylinder -2 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore 67 1972 introduced -1 1977 gas ring from yoke to cylinder 39 1957 start of model numbering system -1, 1961 Made in 38 AMU cartridge for
military 87 made. 52-A -2 1971 Change of extractor 41 1957 start of model numbering system -1 1960 22 Short chambering (dash number not always stamped) 52 1961 introduced -1 1963 Single action only -2 1971 Changed extractor 52-A See model 39-1 59 1971 introduced, no dash numbers used during production 61 1970 introduced in March -1
May '70 Add magazine safety -2 Sep '70 Addition of barrel nut -3 1971 Forged Al frame 76 1968 introduced, discontinued 1974 no dash numbers used Small Frame Revolvers --------------------- Model 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 1957 Start of numbering system -1 1961 Change from I frame to J frame 36 -1 1967 Indicates 3" heavy barrel 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 49,
63, 649, 650, 651 No dash numbers ued on above numbers 60 1965 Introduced -1 1972 Heavy barrel variation made in 1972, not marketed limited production only SCREWS 5 screw: 4 screws on the side(one normally under the grips) is the original way to hold the side plate on. The one in front of the trigger guard, the fifth screw retained the cylinder
lock spring. 4 screw; One of the screws holding the side plate on was dropped in the late 50's making a 4 screw S&W a 3 screw; The screw in front of the trigger guard was dropped in 1962 making all later guns 3 screw. continued next post............... posting above continued here......... DATING A S&W Please note that this list is a general guide and
not meant to be exact. There is some dispute regarding the dates on some serial numbers and your gun may actually be a year off from what is listed. The precise shipping date as "lettered" can be several years off depending on model. For the exact date on your gun request the letter from S&W Historian Roy Jinks. Pre-War N frame. Year/Beginning
Serial 1908..... 1--mmmeeeee- 1926..... 25000 1909..... 2050---------- 1927..... 28500 1910..... 5000---------- 1928..... 29500 1911..... 7050---------- 1929..... 30000 1912..... 9100---------- 1930..... 34000 1913..... 11150--------- 1931..... 36000 1914..... 13200--------- 1932..... 38375 1915..... 15250--------- 1933..... 41200 1916..... 15500--------- 1934..... 43350 1917..... 16000-------
--1935..... 45500 1918-1919 None-------- 1936..... 47200 1920..... 16200--------- 1937..... 48700 1921..... 16300--------- 1938..... 52000 1922..... 18400--------- 1939..... 57200 1923..... 19600--------- 1940..... 59000 1924..... 20800--------- 1941..... 62350 1925..... 22000--------- 1942-1945 None Post-War S Series N frames: S62,489 - S67,999........ 1946 - Early 1947
S68,000 - S71,999.......... Late 1947 - Early 1948 S72,000 - S72,499.......... Late 1948 - Early 1949 S72,500 - S74,999.......... Late 1949 - Early 1950 S75,000 - S80,499.......... Late 1950 - Early 1951 S80,500 - S85,999.......... Late 1952 - Early 1952 S86,000 - S94,999.......... Late 1952 - Early 1953 S95,000 - S102,999....... Late 1953 - Early 1954 S103,000
-§139,999...... Late 1954 - Early 1955* S140,000 - S149,999....Late 1955 - Early 1956 S150,000 - S175,999...... Late 1956 - Early 1957 S176,000 - S181,999...... Late 1957 - Early 1958 S182,000 - S194,499...... Late 1958 - Early 1959 S194,500 - S206.999...... Late 1959 - Early 1960 S207,000 - S219,999...... Late 1960 - Early 1961 S220,000 -
S227,999...... Late 1961 - Early 1962 S228,000 - S231,999...... Late 1962 - Early 1963 S232,000 - S235.999...... Late 1963 - Early 1964 S236,000 - S257,999...... Late 1964 - Early 1965 S258,000 - S261,999...... Late 1965 - Early 1966 S262,000 - S289,999...... Late 1966 - Early 1967 S290,000 - S304,999...... Late 1967 - Early 1968 S305,000 -
§329,999...... Late 1968 - Early 1969 S330,000 - S333,454...... Late 1969 - Early 1970 *Note that a number of N frames with serials in the S138000-S140000 range (and the range may be wider either way) are seen that were shipped much later than the serial would suggest should be the case. In one known example a gun with serial S136431 was not

shipped until June of 1958. It's possible that a large block of serial numbers that appear to be from 1954-55 were not actually used until 1957-58. It at least one case a gun has a 5-screw serial and was built as a 4-screw gun. N Series N Frames: N1 - N60,000................... 1970-72 N60,001 - N 190,000...... 1972-74 N190,001 - N430,000...... 1975 - 77
N430.001 - N 550,000.....1978 N550,001 - N580,000..... 1979 N580,001 - N790,000...... 1980 N790,001 - N932,999...... 1980-83 Post-War S Series K Frames: S811,120 - S999,999....... 1946 - 48 C Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) C1 - C233,999................. 1948 - 52 C236,004 - C261,483....... 1953 C277,555 - C314,031....... 1954 - 56 C402,924 -
C405,018....... 1957 C405,019 - C429,740.....1958 - 59 C429,741 - C474,148....... 1960 C474,149 - C622,699....... 1961 - 62 C622,700 - C810,532....... 1963 - 65 C810,533 - C999,999.....1966 - 67 D Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) D1 - D90,000.................... 1968 D90,001 - D330,000........ 1969 -70 D330,001 - D420,000......... 1971 - Early 72
D420,001 - D510,000......... Late 1972 - Early 73 D510,001 - D659,901......... Late 1973 - Early 1974 D659.902 - D75000........... Late 1974 - Early 1975 D750,001 - D870,000......... Late 1975 - Early 1976 D870,001 - D999,999......... Late 1976 - Early 1977 2D00001 - 2D80,000.......... 1977 2D80,001 - 2D99,999......... 1978 4D00001 - 6D10,000.......... 1979
6D10,0001 - 7D10,000...... 1980 7D10,001 - 9D44,500.....1981 9D44,501 - 17D8,900......... 1982 17D8,901 - 21D0883.......... 1983 K Series K Frames (Adjustable Sight Models) K101 - K614..................... 1946 K615 - K18,731................ 1947 K18,732 - K73,121........... 1948 K73,122 - K84,149........... 1949 K84,150 - K104,047...... 1950 K104,048 -
K136,690...1951 K136,691 - K175,637...1952 K175,638 - K210,095...1953 K210,096 - K231,255...1954 K231,256 - K266,154...1955 K266,155 - K288,988...1956 K288,989 - K317,822...1957 K317,823 - K350,547...1958 K350,548 - K386,804...1959 K386,805 - K429,894...1960 K429,895 - K468,098...1961 K468,099 - K515,478...1962 K515,479 -
K553,999....1963 K555,000 - K605.877....1964 K605,878 - K658.986....1965 K658,987 - K715,996....1966 K715,997 - K779.162....1967 K779,163 - K848,781....1968 K848,782 - K946,391....1969 K946,382 - K999,999....1970 1K1 - 1K39,500......... 1970 2K1 - 2K22.037......... 1970 1K39,501 - 1K999,999...1971 2K22,038 - 2K55,996....1971 3K1 -
3K73,962......... 1971 2K55,997 - 2K99,999....1972 3K31,280 - 5K6,616.....1972 4K1 - 4K1,627.......... 1972 4K1,628 - 4K54,104.....1973 5K6,617 - 5K73,962.....1973 4K54,105 - 4K99,999....1974 5K73,963 - 6K58,917....1974 7K1 - 7K26,043......... 1974 7K26,044 - 7K70,577....1975 6K98,918 - 8K20,763....1975 8K20,764 - 9K1......... 1975 8K20,000 -

9K100,000...1975 9K1,001 - 9K99,999.....1976 10K001 - 24K9,999...... 1977 25K001 - 56K9,999...... 1978 - 79 57K001 - 91K6,800...... 1980 91K6,801 - 124K000.....1981 125K000 - 269K9,999....1982 270K000 - 311K273...... 1983 1980 Three-Letter Prefix Series Begins at AAAOOO Great Post my friend and thanks Great post, although I have to admit my
first thought on reading the title was "What kind of girl is an "S&W" that someone would want to be able to identify and date them?" Excellent post thank you !! This thread is awesome! Thanks to the info here, I just found out that what I thought was a beat up 29 that I bought 2 months ago, is actually a Pre-29 .44 Magnum 4 screw that was made
between late '56 and early '57 (with all matching numbers)! This is the greatest post I've ever read on Smiths. It's been just what I've been looking for! great post!! I found a lot of good info about my S&W. although i didnt get all the info i was looking for. the serial # charts did not help me at all. My serial # is 145 on what i think is a model 34 .22Ir
revolver. if someone could help me, it would be greatly appreciated. Ok I have question. I have a Highway patrolman 4" pinned barrel in .357 magnum. Serial# is N82XXX. I called Smith when I first bought it used. They said it was made in 1981. Could it be that they screwed up when looking up the date? Would this mean that the gun is actually older
as in 1972-1974? Many people have questions about how to identify a S&W revolver and when was it made. I borrowed this from a thread on Highroad.org forum. It has a lot of info that might be of interest to many of you. This is real good information. Thank you for posting it. Ok I have question. I have a Highway patrolman 4" pinned barrel in .357
magnum. Serial# is N82XXX. I called Smith when I first bought it used. They said it was made in 1981. Could it be that they screwed up when looking up the date? Would this mean that the gun is actually older as in 1972-1974? Sounds right to me. I can verify in my SCSW. itsmel33: I think the number you specified is incorrect. Open the cylinder and
the model number and serial number should be there. the SCSW lists the Nframe serial number range 1-99,999 as made from 1969-72, so it would appear that yours was made in 72 Last edited: Aug 26, 2009 Can Goose or someone ID the DOB on the following S&W revolver? S&W ,22/32 1953 (model, I assume?) S/N 31xx 4" blued flat-latch The
important answer is . . . is this gun >50 yrs old (C&R)? The gun shop where I saw it wasn't sure and is going to try to check it out tomorrow. TIA Last edited: Sep 11, 2009 Len, sorry I didn't see this sooner. Rule of thumb is that if the gun doesn't have a model number stamped in the yoke area, like M60-2, then it is C&R as S&W started using and
stamping model numbers there only after 1957. I'll look up your number tonight. Last edited: Oct 30, 2012 Dennis, no problem. No need to look. It was determined to be 1953 and it now has a new home. Great info. Can someone help provide more info on my new 617 (no dash)? SN: BEUxxx 4" barrel 6 shot Thank you! Cool stuff. I have a model 13-2
police and military. It was made in the 80's and was the standard issue for police and FBI. I found the model in the same place as your picture above. The guy whom I bought the gun from didn't know where the model was! I just bought a S&W Model 64-3 .38 Spl. revolver, serial #1 D63XXX. Can anyone tell me the year it was manufactured? Thanks.
STUMPED and couldn't sleep. I have a S&W Revolver given to me in the 1990's. It has never been fired since I have owned it. It shows significant holster and carry wear but is in good shape. The problem is [ have NO idea what I have. The serial numbers have no letters, it has a lanyard strap in the grip butt and Trade Mark is on the right side. Not
looking for value as it is sentimental. Thanks for ANY advice or direction, Matt THANKS TO EVERYONE! FPrice is going to help explain. This is a quandry with what we found. The quandary: THANKS AGAIN TO EVERYONE! I have been pointed towards this video which was on American Rifleman. The video is slightly less specific about the Victory
Model but is interesting. When I find out more I will let you know. [video] /video] Last edited: Mar 29, 2012 SERE, Send Depicts a PM and offer to send him pics. He's a pretty knowledgeable guy on old S&Ws. This sounds suspiciously like a S&W pre-Victory model from WWII or shortly before. If you can tell me the caliber (make sure it is exactly what
is printed on the barrel) and the serial number, I'll bet I can make a pretty good guess. ???? STUMPED and couldn't sleep. I have a S&W Revolver given to me by a widow in the 1990's. It has never been fired since I have owned it. It shows significant holster and carry wear but is in good shape. The problem is I have NO idea what I have. The serial
numbers have no letters, it has a lanyard strap in the grip butt and Trade Mark is on the right side. Is there anyone that I can send photos to that may be able to help me? I don't have the means to send a request to S&W currently. OR a local dealer very knowledgeable about Smith's who are not going to make a sale? (Metro Boston) Not looking for
value as it is sentimental. Please feel free to email me it that is easier. Thanks for ANY advice or direction, Matt Last edited: Feb 12, 2012 Page 2 This sounds suspiciously like a S&W pre-Victory model from WWII or shortly before. If you can tell me the caliber (make sure it is exactly what is printed on the barrel) and the serial number, I'll bet I can
make a pretty good guess. THANKS! LenS SERE, Send Depicts a PM and offer to send him pics. He's a pretty knowledgeable guy on old S&Ws. LenS, THANKS! SEE ABOVE. Last edited: Feb 12, 2012 ???? STUMPED and couldn't sleep. I have a S&W Revolver given to me by a widow in the 1990's. It has never been fired since I have owned it. It shows
significant holster and carry wear but is in good shape. If no one here can answer your question, head on over to the Smith and Wesson forum, register as a member and post your question. It helps if you can post pictures and the serial number, but a good description will help. I think FPrice is right as the Victory models had a V or SV prefix in the
serial number. The caliber should be marked on the barrel. Something like .38 Spcl CTG, or similar. If no one here can answer your question, head on over to the Smith and Wesson forum, register as a member and post your question. It helps if you can post pictures and the serial number, but a good description will help. I think FPrice is right as the
Victory models had a V or SV prefix in the serial number. The caliber should be marked on the barrel. Something like .38 Spcl CTG, or similar. Thanks Garys, No letters in the serial numbers on the barrel, grip or frame. It is a ".38 S&W CTG" it does not mention Special. Matt THANKS! SEE ABOVE. Last edited: Feb 12, 2012 Thanks Garys, Been there
done that - I know a moderator over there. Just never got photos. No letters in the serial numbers on the barrel, grip or frame. Oh duh, I read that thread, but didn't comment. I just didn't make the connection between the two different spellings of your screen name. Double Duh. I think that the consensus over there is right though. It's likely an early
hand ejector. It is a ".38 S&W CTG" it does not mention Special. That's a different cartridge, pre .38 Special. Much less powerful. As folks said over there, it's value depends on it's condition. If you can find .38 S&W it might be a shooter, but it's probably of more value to you as a display piece. Well, as most people who know older S&W revolvers now
know, Matt has a fine example of a pre-WWII .38S&W revolver that almost certainly saw some service during that war. Technically it's a .38 Military and Police Model 1905 4th Change. But it's serial number and caliber also identify it as a .38/200 British Service Revolver, AKA a Model K-200 and/or a Pre-Model 11. These were made for England and
were for the most part shipped overseas. I would say that Matt's dates to late 1940. There is a curious problem with the serial number. The number on the butt is clear but the numbers under the barrel and on the rear cylinder face (shown) have the same mark (overstamp?) on the second digit. Possibly a barrel and cylinder change to match the
frame? An interesting question which I am hoping Roy Jinks might be qable to shed some light upon. I am sure that this would be safe to shoot but it would also make a fine display piece. I am lookin at buying a S&w .357 snub nose. I was wondering if someone could give me the model and year. Serial number is CMC8XXX. I am lookin at buying a
S&w .357 snub nose. I was wondering if someone could give me the model and year. Serial number is CMC8XXX. There is no way anyone here could determine the model number from a partial serial number. Doesn't the seller know what model it is? You could call S&W with the full number and they could help you. Or you could open up the cylinder
and check the inside of the crame area. S&W has been stamping the model number in there since about 1957 or so. My copy of the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson stops at serial number prefix CEF at Aug 2000. This revolver is "probably" a 2001-2002 manufacture. It sounds like you have a roughly 1955 pre Model 10, 11, or 12. Do you have the
ability to take some good quality, detailed pictures? If not can you tell me the barrel length nd caliber (should be a .38 Spl OR .38 S&W)? I am almost certain you have a 5 screw, is there any reason you are hesitant to take the grips (handles) off? The number inside the cylinder hinge is an assembly number, placed there to keep major pieces matched
during assembly. I do not know the significance of the "CN" prefix. Where are you located? Does it mean anything that my revolver is out of the number range? It says C330XXX on the butt, under the barrell it has the same number but a "CN" prefix (so CN330XXX) and by the cylinder hinge it has a totally different number. I believe it is a 5 screw but
my handles cover up where one of the screws would be and I don't want to take them off. Also the gap between the C and the rest of the number is enormous if that means anything. Last edited: Jul 21, 2015 Last edited: Jul 21, 2015 The five screws in the photo you referenced are the ones that count. It seems like you have a S&W .38 Military & Police
(Postwar) Pre-Model 10. In 1957 S&W started giving all of the guns model numbers. The Model 10 was one of their "bread and butter" guns, a terrific seller that many people still like. As far as serial numbers, some people don't mind showing them online, some do. I usually don't becaue it's no one else's business. That's me. I am still trying to work on
what the "CN" meant, no luck yet. Your probably looks a lot like this one, this dates to the month I was born. Last edited: Jul 21, 2015 Is there a guide for the guns made post 1980? The gun I am researching is AAHXXXX, but rather than everyone asking for help and one person either racking their memory or referencing some chart, is there a chart
that could be posted publicly? I was incorrect on the date of the first manufacture, it was 1899. In 1999 S&W came out with a 100th anniversary commemorative: Last edited: Jul 21, 2015 while awaiting my S&W catalog.....I have an old S&W .38 5 shot top break revolver with the serial 93248 (best I can tell with 64 year old eyeballs) stamped on the
butt. No other markings except the usuall S&W logo and patent stuff.....what is this thing called?? It could be either a .38 Single Action Second Model (Model 2, 2nd Issue) from the late 1880's or a .38 Double Action 2nd Model from the early 1880's OR a .38 Safety Hammerless 3rd Model from the 1890's. First question, does it have an exposed
hammer? It could be either a .38 Single Action Second Model (Model 2, 2nd Issue) from the late 1880's or a .38 Double Action 2nd Model from the early 1880's OR a .38 Safety Hammerless 3rd Model from the 1890's. First question, does it have an exposed hammer? it has a covered hammer & is double action. it is in very good condition......inherited
from step father long ago (i'm 64)........... At this point I would need a GOOD, detailed picture to go any further. Frome several angles preferably. today I picked up a SW Model 24-6; one of the "Classics" Smith reintroduced and then discontinued this one. My SCSW 3rd edition is too early but it does appear in Smith's 2009 product guide. The serial
number is DCF-4XXX. Anyone have any idea as to date of munufacture? Thanks. heymoe9, Looks like a very early (circa 1951 or 52?) .38 Chiefs Special (the pre-Model 36). I want to say hello i haven't been here in a while. I collect C&R guns as most of you older guys will remember but now with the new grandson (2 1/2 yo now) i got into the turn of
the century older 22 pumps and single shot rifles for him. Now i'm into the military training 22 rifles and the older S&W revolvers in 22cal and in 38 special. I have an interest in H&R & colt revolvers in 22cal too. I just browse till one catches my eye. Thanks again guys. I hope this post becomes a sticky it will help me out with my collecting the older
S&W revolvers. Page 3 Bill, If you are interested in military training .22 rifles, have you heard of Thomas D. Batha's book, U.S. Martial .22RF Rifles? An excellent resource for the .22 military rifle collector. No i haven't herad about it till now thanks i'll get that book today. I find the older 22cal rifles very interesting. My oldest is a 1894 Hopkins & allan
922 single shot so far center break youth rifle. There seems to be a lot of ww2 training 22cal rifles out there too. I've seen the mossbergs, stevens and there civilian style counter parts still in military dress. My girlfriend will be getting a s&w 357 from a relative of hers. She doesn't have it yet but was told the serial # is AlJxxxx. Does Anyone have an
idea of the model? No way to tell the model with that little information. But the good news is that it should be printed on the frame under the barrel. Open the cylinder and you should be able to see it. Excellent post. I work at Smith & Wesson and I have alot of trouble keeping getting all the model numbers correct. It is impossible to do without a
cheat sheet. This is a very impressive post. Currently I only work with newer (M&P/Shield/SD and in the near future SW1911 [moving from 1911 production from Holton, ME to Springfield, MA next month]) slides, but if i ever decide to move to another part of the plant I and have to work with revolvers or with older models this information would be
very useful. Could anybody date my S&W 686-2? S&W ,686-2 S/N BAS6XX 6" Stainless no-lock square butt frame I don't know if this is the correct place for this question but on a side note I need some new grips, where are some sites I should look? -Proud to be dad every day, a licensed plumber most days, and wish I was a shoemaker on others. Sorry
to bump an old thread, but was looking to see if someone could help date a revolver the wife just inherited from her grandfather. It's a model 49 blued finish with serial number 53]3XX. Any help would be much appreciated. It's a model 49 blued finish with serial number 53]J3XX. Any help would be much appreciated. No need to be sorry, this is fun for
some of us. According to the Standard Catalog of Smith&Wesson: 1971-1972 J1-999J99 Does it have a pinned barrel? Well I had to google that, not too familiar with older smith revolvers, but yes it does have a pinned barrel. Does that imply it was earlier in that series of serial numbers? Pinned barrels are generally preferred by many S&W collectors.
Oh, that's good to know. I doubt she would ever part with it though, she was very close with her grandfather and teared up when her father gave it to her. Thank you for your help in dating it, we both appreciate it greatly. Hello fellow gun-lovers - I just bought a Smith & Wesson stainless steel 66-2 from a friend. Could anyone date it for me? Serial is
ANA8142. Thanks for any help you can give! Great info. Thanks for posting! Just took in a S&W Model 34 kit gun - trying to figure out if it's C&R eligible or not. Serial number 838xx; This is one of those guns that makes me want to just keep it myself! Close as I can figure out it was made between 53 (when they started making this gun) and '69, when
they put an M prefix on the serial number. But that means it might or might NOT be C&R eligible. Can anyone help me on this? Slide show here: 34 Just took in a S&W Model 34 kit gun - trying to figure out if it's C&R eligible or not. Serial number 838xx; According to the SCSW: 1960 70000 1965 108087 Probably 1962 or 63. Too bad someone
cranked down on the bottom of the grips. Otherwise they's be great. According to the SCSW: 1960 70000 1965 108087 Probably 1962 or 63. Too bad someone cranked down on the bottom of the grips. Otherwise they's be great. Thanks, Frosty. Appreciate it. And yeah, the munched on grips are really the only thing bad about this. Owner found it in
her late husband's father's safe deposit box, along with a 1903 Colt. Box hadn't been opened in 25 years... Hi - My aunt gave me a Model 36 stainless steel revolver that she said had belonged to my grandfather. I don't remember him having any S&W that weren't blued. My grandfather was a big man at 6'5" and I can't imagine him buying such a small
frame S&W. This .38 also appears to be in almost new condition and my grandfather passed away 20+ years ago. I'm thinking this wasn't even manufactured before he was gone! The serial number doesn't match any of the numbering formats at the beginning of this older thread. Is there another source of information where I could check? The serial
number is on the butt and is 99]9xx. I placed x's for last two numbers since I see many others doing so in the thread. It is a pristine and beautiful weapon and will have a place in my safe regardless but I prefer not to attach any sentiment to it if it truly did not belong to him. Are you sure this is stainless steel and not nickel? Is there a model number in
the crane area (the area you can see on the frame when you open the cylinder)? The stainless steel version was the model 60 and had serial numbers which began with the letter "R". The serial number you posted appears to be in the 1971-72 range. Can you post pictures? Clear ones. Hi - My aunt gave me a Model 36 stainless steel revolver that she
said had belonged to my grandfather. I don't remember him having any S&W that weren't blued. My grandfather was a big man at 6'5" and I can't imagine him buying such a small frame S&W. This .38 also appears to be in almost new condition and my grandfather passed away 20+ years ago. I'm thinking this wasn't even manufactured before he was
gone! The serial number doesn't match any of the numbering formats at the beginning of this older thread. Is there another source of information where I could check? The serial number is on the butt and is 99J9xx. I placed x's for last two numbers since I see many others doing so in the thread. It is a pristine and beautiful weapon and will have a
place in my safe regardless but I prefer not to attach any sentiment to it if it truly did not belong to him. Are you sure this is stainless steel and not nickel? Is there a model number in the crane area (the area you can see on the frame when you open the cylinder)? The stainless steel version was the model 60 and had serial numbers which began with
the letter "R". The serial number you posted appears to be in the 1971-72 range. Can you post pictures? Clear ones. I'm not sure of material, it very well could be nickel instead of stainless, it just is not blued. It has "Mod. 36" in the crane area and "38 S&W Special CTG." on the barrel. If the serial number places it in the 1971-72 range then this
could've belonged to my grandfather. Unless he purchased for concealed carry I can't imagine him having this small framed model. Thanks for the info! Last edited: Apr 28, 2016 Having just joined this board I am having difficulty figuring out the photo posting thing. I'll try again here in a new reply: Could anybody date my S&W Model 60? S&W
Model 60 S/N: R289XXX Barrel length: 1.875" Stainless Round butt frame Page 4 I had a six inch Highway Patrolman, Serial Number N196XXX, that I purchased used in 1976 so yours is almost certainly older than 1981. Could anybody date my S&W Model 60? S&W Model 60 S/N: R289XXX Barrel length: 1.875" Stainless Round butt frame probably
1981 1980-81 serial numbers: R280001-R300800 - - - Updated - - - I had a six inch Highway Patrolman, Serial Number N196XXX, that I purchased used in 1976 so yours is almost certainly older than 1981. the numbers do not progress serially between model numbers. Each frame size has it's own sequence. I used to have a Model 28 Highway
Patrolman in six inch that I purchased used in 1976. It had a serial number in the range of N196XXX so yours must have been made sometime before 1976. I think that model was very popular in the early 1970s as a police department issue gun. A couple of years later (1973?) S&W came out with the lighter K frame Model 66 in stainless and I think
that quickly cut off many more sales of the Model 28. I very much regret selling my Highway Patrolman at some point in the 1990s. It had the best double action trigger on a revolver that I ever had and I would put it on par with the Colt Python. My plan in selling the old 28 was to get the fancier Model 27 but I never did. That's still on my wish list.
Please help me date a model 37, no dash - serial J905xx - I'm not worried about value based on condition. Holster wear, sweat rust and the like are all installed by the previous "old guy" owner, according to the shop. I'd like to get period correct stocks for it because that's just how I am so pics of those would be great. I plan on using 125gr Silver Tip
Winchester in it, no +P loads Also, what are the suggested pocket carry wallet/holsters? Or a lead on Barney Miller type OWB holster for the vintage look. Thanks for all info Last edited: Aug 14, 2016 1969-1970 J1-J99999 However, anyone knowledgeable about S&W knows that it is virtually impossible to hold any one pistol or revolver to these exact
range dates since S&W did not always make and ship their revolvers in serial number sequence. I do not have any pictures of stocks but your revolver should be wearing Magna stocks without the diamond around the stock screw. Please help me date a model 37, no dash - serial J905xx - I'm not worried about value based on condition. Holster wear,
sweat rust and the like are all installed by the previous "old guy" owner, according to the shop. I'd like to get period correct stocks for it because that's just how I am so pics of those would be great. I plan on using 125gr Silver Tip Winchester in it, no +P loads Also, what are the suggested pocket carry wallet/holsters? Or a lead on Barney Miller type
OWB holster for the vintage look. Thanks for all info 1969-1970 mfr. Robert Mika pocket holster would work great. I have 2 for my J-frame, one square bottom and the other rounded. 103vg5ole&sigb=13fek60mp&fr=goodsearch-yhsif Thank you All - I appreciate your time and efforts. After a quick scrub of the gun I've decided not to spend another
penny on it other than rounds and training. Holsters aside the new S&W rubber grips installed by the shop will do (because the Pach hard rubber was so dry rotted that they had to destroy them to get the serial #) - this is a work horse not a vintage collector anything. The pitting on the frame & cylinder are just not worthy of collector anything - the
normal wear at the trigger guard, etc would be OK if it were not the pitting issue. That said, a great buy for a working unit - Low round count, lots of carry miles. A dollar bill will squeeze between the cyl and the cone. Very tight clearances - please correct me if I'm wrong. Again - I appreciate your attention and info. Question on the Mika: Does the
mouth of the holster stay open upon draw? The reality is that most of the holstering/un-holstering will be done in the home (if not all...) but it helps to know - thanks again. Last edited: Aug 14, 2016 Not really, but the mouth of the holster is designed to be sorta naturally open, but there's no real structure to do it. mine do too, but there is no actual
form fitting structure to it.... it just works pretty good on its own. Another J frame MFGR date request - I get shipping was different than mfgr dates: J158XX Holy smokes was it in nice condition - just looking to put a year of manufacture on it. It's got like, 19 original miles on it...no joke, awesomeness in 5 shots or less. No, he won't even trade it to me.
I have my grandfathers service revolver from when he was a sheriff. If someone could hook me up with an approximation of the age I would be pretty stoked. I believe it's a model 27. It has a 3" barrel and a pretty shiney blueing. Maybe nickel, I'm not really sure. The serial is is 6 digits starting with 1378. Any info you could provide would be greatly



appreciated. Thank you. I have my grandfathers service revolver from when he was a sheriff. If someone could hook me up with an approximation of the age I would be pretty stoked. I believe it's a model 27. It has a 3" barrel and a pretty shiney blueing. Maybe nickel, I'm not really sure. The serial is is 6 digits starting with 1378. Any info you could
provide would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. What is the caliber listed on the side of the barrel and is there a letter before the serial number? I have my grandfathers service revolver from when he was a sheriff. If someone could hook me up with an approximation of the age I would be pretty stoked. I believe it's a model 27. It has a 3" barrel and
a pretty shiney blueing. Maybe nickel, I'm not really sure. The serial is is 6 digits starting with 1378. Any info you could provide would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. Forgive me IF I sound a little confused,but you have the gun and you don't know if it's blued,or nickel ? Forgive me IF I sound a little confused,but you have the gun and you don't
know if it's blued,or nickel ? well to be honest I'm not well versed in finishes. I've never seen a blueing that is shiney, but I assume that a nickle finish is much more silver versus pretty much black Whats so hard call S&W and ask them. Sent from my SM-G928P using Tapatalk It appears to be that this thread is specifically for those seeking the
information I do. Presumably from guys that have the book that s&he puts out that lists ship dates based on series numbers. I don't think s&w would entertain my phone call about it, but thank you very much for your snyde remark, it was ever so helpful I apologize if you think I was being snarky I was serious. Whenever I have been in this situation
I've called the maker directly. Sometimes they cant help you especially if the brand has been owned by several other entities. But some of the older brands love these phone calls. There's a story behind every firearm and sometimes the makers want it or want to hear it. Sent from my SM-G928P using Tapatalk Trying to get this back on track. The .357
Magnum was introduced in 1935 so we have a "no earlier than" start date. The lack of a model number would indicate a "no later than" date of about 1957 to maybe 1958 or 59. The reason for this spread is that model numbers were first introduced in 1957 but, from what I understand, took about a year or two to be used on all products. The six digit
serial number (starting with the numbers you provided) without a letter before is a puzzler sure enough. The letter may not be immediately adjacent to the numbers and could be "almost" a half inch before. The numbers you provided do not fit into the expected serial number ranges without a letter prefix. As far as the finish, does it look similar to the
silverware in your house? If so, it is probably nickel. If not, it is probably blued. S&W produced millions of pistols between the dates I listed above and there are many examples of firearms being produced outside of what seems to be the predicted manufacture date range. Frankly the information you gave us is a bit lacking for a positive identification.
While you may think it is enough it just does not give anyone enough knowledge to be able to answer your question in an exact and positive manner. This may be an instance where a person knowledgeable of S&W firearms may need to make a hands-on inspection to look for those clues and identification features which can tell us what you have.
Either that or some very sharp and detailed pictures showing various features. If you can't do either of these, that I'm afraid that we will have a very hard helping you. Trying to get this back on track. The .357 Magnum was introduced in 1935 so we have a "no earlier than" start date. The lack of a model number would indicate a "no later than" date of
about 1957 to maybe 1958 or 59. The reason for this spread is that model numbers were first introduced in 1957 but, from what I understand, took about a year or two to be used on all products. The six digit serial number (starting with the numbers you provided) without a letter before is a puzzler sure enough. The letter may not be immediately
adjacent to the numbers and could be "almost" a half inch before. The numbers you provided do not fit into the expected serial number ranges without a letter prefix. As far as the finish, does it look similar to the silverware in your house? If so, it is probably nickel. If not, it is probably blued. S&W produced millions of pistols between the dates I listed
above and there are many examples of firearms being produced outside of what seems to be the predicted manufacture date range. Frankly the information you gave us is a bit lacking for a positive identification. While you may think it is enough it just does not give anyone enough knowledge to be able to answer your question in an exact and positive
manner. This may be an instance where a person knowledgeable of S&W firearms may need to make a hands-on inspection to look for those clues and identification features which can tell us what you have. Either that or some very sharp and detailed pictures showing various features. If you can't do either of these, that I'm afraid that we will have a
very hard helping you. well that there was some good gouge. Thank you. It appears that there is an S approximately 1" to the left of the number as well as a sideways B to the right. I say appears to bebecause I'm currently not home and just have a subpar picture on my phone. It's definitely not remotely silver S prefix followed by 1378 puts it between
1954 to 1955. The range for those years ends at S139999 so most likely a 1955. Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk Also looking through the S&W book on my phone, it looks like the barrel is more likely a 3 1/2 inch. Did you measure from the cylinder face to the end of the barrel? Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk I did not. I actually just assumed.
Forgive me for probably butchering what I'm about to say I'm not familiar with nomenclature for revolvers. When I open up the cylinder the kind of blocky piece that connects it to the frame there are matching numbers (from what I found these set of numbers is basically just a manufacture number in order to keep parts together), under those
numbers there is a 3 that is prominent (read a little bit larger) so I figured that it denoted the barrel length. Anyways thank you for taking the time to pull that information for me. I appreciate it. It's neat to know just how old it is Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk Well, based on the pictures I think we can safely say that you have a S&W .357
Magnum ("Pre-Model 27"). If the barrel is 3.5" this makes it a little scarcer than other barrel lengths. Very nice gun to have. What exactly does that mean pre-model 27? I was under the impression that a model 27 is what it was? Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk Page 5 What exactly does that mean pre-model 27? I was under the impression that a
model 27 is what it was? Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk "Pre-Model" means that it is a revolver which was in production prior to model numbers being assigned in 1957. After that time they became the Model XX. Don't get hung up over the change in designation because that is all it is, a change in product name. Oh okay. Very cool. Kind of neat
that it's pre model name. I really appreciate the information. So not to side track to far, but is there any advice you can offer on maintenance. I've had the gun for some time now and I've shot quite a bit (1-2k at least) of both .38 and .357 through it with no malfunctions what so ever. But other than running a patch through the cylinder and barrel, I
don't really know how to take care of the gun like it should be taken care of. I'd also really like to hear opinions on maintaining the finish. From what I've researched from this thread it is a polished blue finish. Sent from my iPhone using Tapatalk My S&W 29-2 .44 Mag was stolen, I need to give police the serial number, the only thing I can find in my
records is this number "0292024031". This doesn't seem to match up with the numbers on the lists posted here, is this not the serial number ? ? ? I really need to know if this is wrong before I send this info to file a report. HELP ! I I My S&W 29-2 .44 Mag was stolen, I need to give police the serial number, the only thing I can find in my records is this
number "0292024031". This doesn't seem to match up with the numbers on the lists posted here, is this not the serial number ? ? ? I really need to know if this is wrong before I send this info to file a report. HELP ! ! | Could that string be: "292" - Model 29-2 "024031" - maybe you meant to type serial number N24031? Just a guess. I don't know if that
helps or hinders. I hope someone still sees this thread. I recently obtained an old Smith and Wesson from an Air Force veteran. He purchased it in 1963, still have the paperwork, but I'm guessing he picked it up used. Can anyone help identify the model, I'm guessing it’s a pre model 10, but not sure. The paperwork just says Smith and Wesson Militsry
and Police. Thanks! Not an expert but I do have a book on S&W. Pictures are too dark, best to have picture of inside crane and S/N if on butt. We definitely need the serial number to include any letter prefix. If there is a "V" prefix" that will nail it. But from what clues I can pick up (Len is correct about the darkness of the pictures) I would place it as
late 30's to possibly early WWII. Too early to be a real "pre" Model 10 (post WWII) but definitely in the ancestry. No letter prefix. The serial number starts 866. As soon as I get home I can get the rest and load better pictures. Ok, full serial number is 866557. The number listed on the arm is 9739. I tried to take some better photos. Okay. What you
have is a .38 Military & Police Model of 1905, 4th Change, manufactured around 1940-41. The 9739 number is an assembly number used to keep big parts together. The grips are a bit of a mystery. I think it should have come with either pre-war diamond grips, OR smooth grips indicative of being manufactured for military use. the grooves in the grips
are a bit different. May I have your permission to post some of these pics on the Smith-WessonForum to see if anyone there has any ideas about those grips. A few of the guys over at the Smith-WessonForum concur with my analysis of your revolver. One of them opined that it probably dates to the Fall, 1941. They also feel that the grips were some
sort of replacement grips (original should have been diamond magnas) that have been "jigged" to look like textured bone stocks. They are also curious about the S&W logo on the right-side sideplate. They think it looks (by the size) from a different year gun. They are wondering if the sideplate has been replaced. About the only way to even come close
to figuring this out would be a hands-on inspection by a real S&W expert. These are the types of details which S&W collectors love to discuss. Interesting, thanks for the info! If any of them are around Salt Lake City, Utah, they are more than welcome to see it. I have a Smith & Wesson 38 with a serial number BAD0OOxx. I read the lists of numbers and
dates at the beginning of this thread and think I know how old the weapon is, but could use some confirmation. Any information about it would be great. Thanks i guess if you want to know what year it was made only, call the factory. i called regarding some work i needed done to an older mod 10 and the woman, armed with my serial # and a few
keystrokes on her computer, told me the year it was born on. fwiw, she couldn't, or wouldn't, go in to any more detail than that. I have a Smith & Wesson 38 with a serial number BADOOxx. I read the lists of numbers and dates at the beginning of this thread and think I know how old the weapon is, but could use some confirmation. Any information
about it would be great. Thanks BAD is not shown in my S&W book, but appears to be 1988 based on the other SNs shown in the book. In the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson 4th Edition the earliest mention of serial numbers beginning with a three-letter sequence starting with "B" is 1988. There are several combinations which start with "BA",
but "BAD" is not among them. Calling S&W directly may help confirm this. Sorry, I'm having thumb and phone issues this morning. I see no Spanish or Latin in the logos on my S&W firearms. Last edited: Sep 17, 2018 I have a S&W Regulation Police .38 S&W Serial number 24011. Can anyone tell me what year it was manufactured? Also inside the
cylinder are the numbers 3 49 2...what do these mean? Thanks in advance. The Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson 4th Edition lists the following serial number range for the .38 Regulation Police (pre model number versions) 1917-1940 1-54474 Late 1920's to early 1930's would be a good rough guess. You can probably get a better estimate on the
Smith & Wesson forum (Smith & Wesson Forum) along with some interesting commentary on this model. You might be able to call S&W directly also, but going on the forum would introduce you to some of the S&W collectors and give you more information. Not to mention more places to spend time online. The catalog is not online, correct? You must
buy it? Curious about the date on S&W revolver, I know the general timeframe (late 70s to mid 80s) but not sure. I see lots of references to the catalog, but I think it was $25 on Amazon which is not worth it to me for one Serial. I truly appreciate your time FPrice. You are more than welcome. I have been (and still am in a minor way) an S&W collector
and helping people with such questions is a labor of love. BTW, I forgot to answer your other question about the markings in the crane area. They are assembly numbers, used to be used to keep major parts of the firearm together during the assembly process. The catalog is not online, correct? You must buy it? Curious about the date on S&W
revolver, I know the general timeframe (late 70s to mid 80s) but not sure. I see lots of references to the catalog, but I think it was $25 on Amazon which is not worth it to me for one Serial. Nope, the book is, well it's a real book. Large and very detailed. It is meant for S&W collectors and aficianados. Not worth it for just one reference but well worth
the money for someone who collects. For simple serial number questions you can call S&W. Hopefully they still provide this service. I just got a S&W Model 10-5 and would like to ID the year if possible. The serial # is D722855. Thanks, Mike Thanks for the info FPrice. You are more than welcome. I have been (and still am in a minor way) an S&W
collector and helping people with such questions is a labor of love. BTW, I forgot to answer your other question about the markings in the crane area. They are assembly numbers, used to be used to keep major parts of the firearm together during the assembly process. Would you be able to assist with 86K3xxx ? It is a 15-4, but is pinned despite the -4
supposedly reflecting the processing being discontinued. I've read a couple posts where they have a -4 that's still pinned and the theory seemed to be that they were "early" after the designation change and S&W might still have been using parts made prior to the decision. It's my first S&W of any kind. Page 6 86K3xxx 1980 57K0001-91K6800 What
you have there is not uncommon. S&W would change model numbers (the number after the "dash"), but still have older frames on hand to finish. So it is not unusual to find a new engineering change (the number after the dash) serial number that still has some characteristics from the previous version. Not really valuable or noteworthy except to
collectors. 86K3xxx 1980 57K0001-91K6800 What you have there is not uncommon. S&W would change model numbers (the number after the "dash"), but still have older frames on hand to finish. So it is not unusual to find a new engineering change (the number after the dash) serial number that still has some characteristics from the previous
version. Not really valuable or noteworthy except to collectors. Thanks! Yes, that's what I had read, that it would have been finished in sort of a transition stage. I was interested in it before noticing it was pinned, but I know that "pinned and recessed" is, for some, a desirable feature, although my understanding is that it's not really necessary. Going
to load up a bunch more 38spl this weekend in anticipation. Thanks again! Need help on an older revolver in a friends collection. Am I reading this one serial number correctly? C388620 would be a C series K frame built in the 50's? C388620 1954-1956 C277555-C402923 This would most likely be a "pre-Model 10, 11 12, 45, or Aircrewman" fixed
sight in either .38 S&W, 22 LR, or .38/200. If one of the last two calibers it might be an interesting piece. C388620 1954-1956 C277555-C402923 This would most likely be a "pre-Model 10, 11 12, 45, or Aircrewman" fixed sight in either .38 S&W, 22 LR, or .38/200. If one of the last two calibers it might be an interesting piece. perfect, thank you for
the help! From what I understand, in order to be an "Aircrewman" it would have to say "Property of the US Airforce" on the back strap, is that true? perfect, thank you for the help! From what I understand, in order to be an "Aircrewman" it would have to say "Property of the US Airforce" on the back strap, is that true? It is a little more complex than
that. The Aircrewman was a 2" revolver, originally with an alloy frame and cylinder, models of which were produced by both S&W and Colt. The chances of this being an actual Aircrewman are only slightly less than winning the Megabucks lottery. The following article may give you some insight into this rare revolver. America’s Military Revolvers Can
anyone let me know if I'm in possession of a Smith and Wesson “interim” model 645? Interim models are supposedly pre-pilot test productions before the release of the 3rd gens; they were handcrafted from the smith factory custom shop. The SN is TBU4XXX. It’s an oddball because the 645/4506 is suppose to be all stainless steal. Most interims were
transitionals between the 645 and 4506. Only a couple hundred were produced. Could this be an anomaly? Maybe a early transition from the 645 to the uncommon 4505? Any information will help! Thanks Can anyone let me know if I'm in possession of a Smith and Wesson “interim” model 645? Interim models are supposedly pre-pilot test productions
before the release of the 3rd gens; they were handcrafted from the smith factory custom shop. The SN is TBU4XXX. It’s an oddball because the 645/4506 is suppose to be all stainless steal. Most interims were transitionals between the 645 and 4506. Only a couple hundred were produced. Could this be an anomaly? Maybe a early transition from the
645 to the uncommon 4505? Any information will help! Thanks Now this is an interesting question. And one I cannot answer with any expertise. It would appear from The Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson that the transitional models were serial-numbered with an "RSR" prefix. I would strongly suggest that you take this question to the Smith &
Wesson forum, www.smith-wessonforum.com since they have experts on just about every model of S&W and someone could give you a much better and more complete response. Now this is an interesting question. And one I cannot answer with any expertise. It would appear from The Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson that the transitional models
were serial-numbered with an "RSR" prefix. I would strongly suggest that you take this question to the Smith & Wesson forum, www.smith-wessonforum.com since they have experts on just about every model of S&W and someone could give you a much better and more complete response. Thanks for the response! I'll definitely post under the smith
forum. I'm familiar with the RSR model “transitionals” produced in approx. 1991. But there were supposedly “interim” and “pilot” test productions circulated a few years before the RSR—before the 3rd gens. From what I've read; most are stamped with the SN prefix “TBU” but I have read of others like TBV or TBY. The one I have is just very
oddballish because of the blued/carbon steel slide. All 645/4506’s were stainless. If you have the smith catalog; is there anything about the TBU prefixes? Just scored a Model 48 in excellent condition; serial number is K3674xx. I THINK it's from 1959; in the box with it was the original NJ Purchase Permit with a date of December 2nd, 1959. Does the
serial number support that? (I think it must; from what I read online that gun was only introduced in May 1959.) And no, it's not for sale. I like S&W revolvers and I like .22WMR. This is one of the guns I've had on my gun lust list. Yeah, I think that 1959 manufacture would be pretty accurate. Not for sale? May I remind you that you owe me a good
deal. Sorry... perks of an FFL. It's already been signed out into my personal collection. Hell, I've got a customer who collects Smiths... he's going to be all over me when I show it to him! Along with the Model 17 I got a month ago. Both 6" barrels, too. Unfortunately, the 17 has Pachmayr grips and some muzzle wear. I'll take pix tonight. Just purchased
a Model 49 in nickel. Been following the thread, but still not sure about date of my revolver. Could use some help. Ser. J545### Thanks Just purchased a Model 49 in nickel. Been following the thread, but still not sure about date of my revolver. Could use some help. Ser. J545### Thanks The Model 49/649 was (IMHO) one of the finest small
revolvers S&W made. My former FFL (now deceased) worked for both S&W and Colt and used to tell me that he thought the M49 was one of the best pointing pocket guns he had ever seen. I let him talk me out of a really nice 649 but I did keep my blued 49. As far as the date of manufacture, from the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson, 4th
Edition: 1976-1977 J370001 - J610000. Enjoy! Last edited: Jun 19, 2019 The Model 49/649 was (IMHO) one of the finest small revolvers S&W made. My former FFL (now deceased) worked for both S&W and Colt and used to tell me that he thought the M49 was one of the best pointing pocket guns he had ever seen. I let him talk me out of a really nice
649 but I did keep my blued 49. As far as the date of manufacture, from the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson, 4th Edition: 1976-1977 J370001 - J61000. Enjoy! Thank you so much! I really appreciate the info! Hello, I need your help. I own a Smith&Wesson Revolver Model 610 (6 1/2”) Serial Number BFAG60XX When is the production year? I think
between 1990-1992 but I don’t know exactly. Could someone read it out of his smith and Wesson book please? Thank you Tim Hello, I need your help. I own a Smith&Wesson Revolver Model 610 (6 1/2“) Serial Number BFA60XX When is the production year? I think between 1990-1992 but I don’t know exactly. Could someone read it out of his smith
and Wesson book please? Thank you Tim The latest shows BFA being clustered with about a dozen or more Bxx serial number groupings for 1991. But it does not include any numbers. I hope this helps. I only want to know the year because someone told be BFA is 1990 and now you say it’'s 1991. It’s important because of my birthyear . Now I don’t
know 1990 or 1991. Is it possible to say it exact ? Thank you Tim So do you think it’'s made 1991 and not 19907 I can't tell you. And it's not about what I think (for the most part). It's about what the serial number/model number tables contained in the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson, 4th Edition, the foremost publication on Smith & Wesson
firearms, reflect in general what Smith & Wesson records say. Smith & Wesson firearms have probably one of the most inquisitive and knowledgeable bodies of fans of any firearms companies. Many of them have access to more in-depth records reflecting the actual manufacturing and sometimes shipping records of individual guns. I can only give you
information contained in those tables. I can't compete with "someone" who told you something different. If you really need to know when your Model 610 was manufactured you can: 1. Call S&W directly: (413) 781-8300 2. Join the Smith&Wesson forum and ask them: www.smith-wessonforum.com. Lots of knowledgeable people there. 3. Contact the
Smith&Wesson Historical Foundation for information: Smith & Wesson Historical Foundation - Home Page - Insuring that the rich history of Smith & Wesson will continue for generations to come I understand your desire to know for certain when your 610 was manufactured. One of my favorite firearms is a Smith & Wesson .38 Military & Police (pre-
model 10) which is documented as being shipped the same month I was born. That's kinda neat. Good luck. This sounds suspiciously like a S&W pre-Victory model from WWII or shortly before. If you can tell me the caliber (make sure it is exactly what is printed on the barrel) and the serial number, I'll bet I can make a pretty good guess. I just
acquired a 64-3 with serial number beginning in AHP? I was told this stands for Arizona Highway patrol. I did some research & was not able to find any serial numbers on S&W serial number lookup. Does anyone have any insight on this ? Thank you I just acquired a 64-3 with serial number beginning in AHP? I was told this stands for Arizona Highway
patrol. I did some research & was not able to find any serial numbers on S&W serial number lookup. Does anyone have any insight on this ? Thank you I think if it was then it would have their seal engraved on the right side plate. Or something stamped on the butt/backstrap/barrel somewhere. I just acquired a 64-3 with serial number beginning in
AHP? I was told this stands for Arizona Highway patrol. I did some research & was not able to find any serial numbers on S&W serial number lookup. Does anyone have any insight on this ? Thank you According to my Std Catalog of S&W, AHP should fall between 1986 and 1987. In the 1980s they went to 3 letters and 4 digits. I just acquired a 64-3
with serial number beginning in AHP? I was told this stands for Arizona Highway patrol. I did some research & was not able to find any serial numbers on S&W serial number lookup. Does anyone have any insight on this ? Thank you I hope that you bought this revolver for it's condition and not for the story. "AHP" is just one of numerous three letter
prefixes used by S&W in their serial numbers starting around 1980. To the best of my knowledge such prefixes were never used to designate specific police department purchases. A number of law enforcement departments did purchase model 64's but the Arizona Highway Patrol is not listed in this group (in the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson,
4th edition). You can see if S&W will give you the date of manufacture if you call them, 1-800- 331-0852. They may also be able to tell you if it was part of a department purchase. According to my Std Catalog of S&W, AHP should fall between 1986 and 1987. In the 1980s they went to 3 letters and 4 digits. According to the 4th edition, "AHP" is one of
the prefix groups listed in 1985. HOWEVER, hearing stories of S&W manufacturing practices, this is not a guarantee that 1985 was the only year of manufacture for "AHP" marked firearms. Page 7 According to the 4th edition, "AHP" is one of the prefix groups listed in 1985. HOWEVER, hearing stories of S&W manufacturing practices, this is not a
guarantee that 1985 was the only year of manufacture for "AHP" marked firearms. Interesting. I have the 2nd edition . . . and to prove your point, the dates changed between editions! I inherited this revolver from my late aunt and i was hoping someone could date it. It is chambered in 38S&W CTG "IF" it's an early Chief's Special I would say about
1956. But the grips look wrong for that era. If you could get a better shot, the entire gun in one frame, both sides, with a clear view of what is written on the sides of the barrel I could give you a better idea of what you have. "IF" it's an early Chief's Special I would say about 1956. But the grips look wrong for that era. If you could get a better shot, the
entire gun in one frame, both sides, with a clear view of what is written on the sides of the barrel I could give you a better idea of what you have. Last edited: Aug 17, 2021 Well, this is getting mighty interesting. This just might be a .38/32 Terrier (Postwar) - "Pre-Model 32". That is the only explanation for the .38 S&W caliber. But the grips still are a
mystery. Where are you located? Would anyone here be able to look up the approx date for a S&W 686-1, serial # AWV61xx? Did you get that gun from Four Seasons? How about some pics My friend did actually, yes. (I was there with her when she bought it.) She just became a NES member, so hopefully she’ll jump in here eventually and post some
pics. It’s a gorgeous gun and a sweet shooter! I could use some help identifying an S&W 357 Mag. I can't seem to figure out the serial number. Doesn't seem to align with anything listed in the first couple posts. The last picture is your serial number. According to the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson: 1978/79 - 25K0001-56K9999 added: That
should be a Model 66, probably a -1. You should see a 66-1 stamped inside the crane. Last edited: Nov 30, 2022 My son just picked up a 15-1 Very little wear so it's in awesome shape for a 60 year old gun. Will need to grab some picks My son just picked up a 15-1 Very little wear so it's in awesome shape for a 60 year old gun. Will need to grab some
picks The S&W Model 15 is my favorite revolver. Probably because it was the first firearm I ever shot at age 17 in 1967. Two years later I was an instructor and range officer for basic cadets with this firearm. The last picture is your serial number. According to the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson: 1978/79 - 25K0001-56K9999 Thank you! I know
very little about S&W revolvers. Is there anything I should know about it? is this a model 19? Any good ways to figure out pricing? Thank you! I know very little about S&W revolvers. Is there anything I should know about it? is this a model 19? Any good ways to figure out pricing? See my post (#197) and what I added. I believe that it is a Model 66-1.
The finish looks a little rough, but if it's in good mechanical condition, I'd start the bidding at (maybe) $750. However my estimate of value may not correspond with what real experts would say. See my post (#197) and what I added. I believe that it is a Model 66-1. The finish looks a little rough, but if it's in good mechanical condition, I'd start the
bidding at (maybe) $750. However my estimate of value may not correspond with what real experts would say. I had to look up with the crane was. But now that I know, its a model 19-4 I had to look up with the crane was. But now that I know, its a model 19-4 It looks like a silver finish in your pics. I am trying to remember is any Model 19s were
chromed. added: Some were made in Nickel finish. It looks like a silver finish in your pics. I am trying to remember is any Model 19s were chromed. added: Some were made in Nickel finish. I'm on gunbroker, they are listed as nickel, nickel plated as options It looks like a silver finish in your pics. I am trying to remember is any Model 19s were
chromed. added: Some were made in Nickel finish. There were very definitely nickle finish Model 19's. Here's mine. My Precious! 686 no dash 6" BPL5277 thank you! Is there any value, I'm from Norway and going to change the gun to 80mm barrel and shoot 9mm with clips... make it competitiongun... posting above continued here......... DATING A
S&W Please note that this list is a general guide and not meant to be exact. There is some dispute regarding the dates on some serial numbers and your gun may actually be a year off from what is listed. The precise shipping date as "lettered" can be several years off depending on model. For the exact date on your gun request the letter from S&W
Historian Roy Jinks. Pre-War N frame. Year/Beginning Serial 1908..... 1-mmmmmmmeeee 1926..... 25000 1909..... 2050---------- 1927..... 28500 1910..... 5000---------- 1928..... 29500 1911..... 7050---------- 1929..... 30000 1912..... 9100---------- 1930..... 34000 1913..... 11150--------- 1931..... 36000 1914..... 13200--------- 1932..... 38375 1915..... 15250--------- 1933..... 41200
1916..... 15500--------- 1934..... 43350 1917..... 16000--------- 1935..... 45500 1918-1919 None-------- 1936..... 47200 1920..... 16200--------- 1937..... 48700 1921..... 16300--------- 1938..... 52000 1922..... 18400--------- 1939..... 57200 1923..... 19600--------- 1940..... 59000 1924..... 20800--------- 1941..... 62350 1925..... 22000--------- 1942-1945 None Post-War S Series
N frames: S62,489 - S67,999........ 1946 - Early 1947 S68,000 - S71,999.......... Late 1947 - Early 1948 S72,000 - S72,499.......... Late 1948 - Early 1949 S72,500 - S74,999.......... Late 1949 - Early 1950 S75,000 - S80,499.......... Late 1950 - Early 1951 S80,500 - S85,999.......... Late 1952 - Early 1952 S86,000 - S94,999.......... Late 1952 - Early 1953
S95,000 - S102,999....... Late 1953 - Early 1954 S103,000 - S139,999...... Late 1954 - Early 1955* S140,000 - S149,999....Late 1955 - Early 1956 S150,000 - S175,999...... Late 1956 - Early 1957 S176,000 - S181,999...... Late 1957 - Early 1958 S182,000 - S194,499...... Late 1958 - Early 1959 S194,500 - S206.999...... Late 1959 - Early 1960 S207,000 -
S219,999...... Late 1960 - Early 1961 S220,000 - S227,999...... Late 1961 - Early 1962 S228,000 - S231,999...... Late 1962 - Early 1963 S232,000 - S235.999...... Late 1963 - Early 1964 S236,000 - S257,999...... Late 1964 - Early 1965 S258,000 - S261,999...... Late 1965 - Early 1966 S262,000 - S289,999...... Late 1966 - Early 1967 S290,000 -
S304,999...... Late 1967 - Early 1968 S305,000 - S329,999...... Late 1968 - Early 1969 S330,000 - S333,454...... Late 1969 - Early 1970 *Note that a number of N frames with serials in the S138000-S140000 range (and the range may be wider either way) are seen that were shipped much later than the serial would suggest should be the case. In one

known example a gun with serial S136431 was not shipped until June of 1958. It's possible that a large block of serial numbers that appear to be from 1954-55 were not actually used until 1957-58. It at least one case a gun has a 5-screw serial and was built as a 4-screw gun. N Series N Frames: N1 - N60,000................... 1970-72 N60,001 - N
190,000...... 1972-74 N190,001 - N430,000...... 1975 - 77 N430.001 - N 550,000.....1978 N550,001 - N580,000..... 1979 N580,001 - N790,000...... 1980 N790,001 - N932,999...... 1980-83 Post-War S Series K Frames: S811,120 - S999,999....... 1946 - 48 C Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) C1 - C233,999................. 1948 - 52 C236,004 -
C261,483....... 1953 C277,555 - C314,031....... 1954 - 56 C402,924 - C405,018....... 1957 C405,019 - C429,740.....1958 - 59 C429,741 - C474,148....... 1960 C474,149 - C622,699....... 1961 - 62 C622,700 - C810,532....... 1963 - 65 C810,533 - C999,999.....1966 - 67 D Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) D1 - D90,000.................... 1968 D90,001 -
D330,000........ 1969 -70 D330,001 - D420,000......... 1971 - Early 72 D420,001 - D510,000......... Late 1972 - Early 73 D510,001 - D659,901......... Late 1973 - Early 1974 D659.902 - D75000........... Late 1974 - Early 1975 D750,001 - D870,000......... Late 1975 - Early 1976 D870,001 - D999,999......... Late 1976 - Early 1977 2D00001 -

2D80,000.......... 1977 2D80,001 - 2D99,999......... 1978 4D00001 - 6D10,000.......... 1979 6D10,0001 - 7D10,000...... 1980 7D10,001 - 9D44,500.....1981 9D44,501 - 17D8,900......... 1982 17D8,901 - 21D0883.......... 1983 K Series K Frames (Adjustable Sight Models) K101 - K614..................... 1946 K615 - K18,731................ 1947 K18,732 - K73,121...........
1948 K73,122 - K84,149........... 1949 K84,150 - K104,047...... 1950 K104,048 - K136,690...1951 K136,691 - K175,637...1952 K175,638 - K210,095...1953 K210,096 - K231,255...1954 K231,256 - K266,154...1955 K266,155 - K288,988...1956 K288,989 - K317,822...1957 K317,823 - K350,547...1958 K350,548 - K386,804...1959 K386,805 -
K429,894...1960 K429,895 - K468,098...1961 K468,099 - K515,478...1962 K515,479 - K553,999....1963 K555,000 - K605.877....1964 K605,878 - K658.986....1965 K658,987 - K715,996....1966 K715,997 - K779.162....1967 K779,163 - K848,781....1968 K848,782 - K946,391....1969 K946,382 - K999,999....1970 1K1 - 1K39,500......... 1970 2K1 -
2K22.037......... 1970 1K39,501 - 1K999,999...1971 2K22,038 - 2K55,996....1971 3K1 - 3K73,962......... 1971 2K55,997 - 2K99,999....1972 3K31,280 - 5K6,616.....1972 4K1 - 4K1,627.......... 1972 4K1,628 - 4K54,104.....1973 5K6,617 - 5K73,962.....1973 4K54,105 - 4K99,999....1974 5K73,963 - 6K58,917....1974 7K1 - 7K26,043......... 1974 7K26,044 -
7K70,577....1975 6K98,918 - 8K20,763....1975 8K20,764 - 9K1......... 1975 8K20,000 - 9K100,000...1975 9K1,001 - 9K99,999.....1976 10K001 - 24K9,999...... 1977 25K001 - 56K9,999...... 1978 - 79 57K001 - 91K6,800...... 1980 91K6,801 - 124K000.....1981 125K000 - 269K9,999....1982 270K000 - 311K273...... 1983 1980 Three-Letter Prefix Series

Begins at AAAOOO Newby here. Need help with sourcing missing screw and further identification of this inherited firearm. Thanks in advance. Looks like you have a .38 Military & Police (postwar) Pre-Model 10. I estimate it was produced around 1951. Numrich has a LOT of gun parts, you can probably find it there. Give me a little time (it's a busy day
today) and I can help you locate the exact part. Last edited: Nov 11, 2023 Looks like you have a .38 Military & Police (postwar) Pre-Model 10. I estimate it was produced around 1951. Numrich has a LOT of gun parts, you can probably find it there. Give me a little time (it's a busy day today) and I can help you locate the exact part. Beautiful. Thanks so
much. Looks like you have a .38 Military & Police (postwar) Pre-Model 10. I estimate it was produced around 1951. Numrich has a LOT of gun parts, you can probably find it there. Give me a little time (it's a busy day today) and I can help you locate the exact part. crazy site. Found a bunch of screws but not the one I think I need but again...feeling a
bit blind in this search. Have you ever wondered what all those numbers and letters on a Smith and Wesson firearm mean? We will explore the importance of a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup and how to find the serial number on your firearm. By conducting a serial number lookup, you can uncover valuable information such as the date of
manufacture, model, production location, and even the original owner of the gun. Stay tuned to learn where you can perform a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup, any limitations you may encounter, and tips for successfully conducting your search. Key Takeaways: A Smith and Wesson serial number is a unique identifier for a firearm and can
provide valuable information about its history. It is important to lookup a Smith and Wesson serial number to verify authenticity, determine age and model, and track ownership history. The best places to perform a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup include the official website, online databases, and gun forums/communities. What Is a Smith and
Wesson Serial Number? A Smith and Wesson serial number is a unique identifier assigned to each S&W revolver during the manufacturing process. It serves as a crucial method to trace the history and specifications of a particular firearm. This system of serial numbers plays a key role in the identification and tracking of S&W revolvers. These
alphanumeric codes are typically located on the frame, butt, or inside the grip of the handgun. The format of these serial numbers can vary depending on the era of production, consisting of a combination of letters and numbers. In terms of authentication and historical documentation, these numbers are invaluable. They help collectors, historians, and
law enforcement agencies in confirming the authenticity of a firearm, determining its age, and even unraveling its ownership history. Why Is It Important to Lookup a Smith and Wesson Serial Number? Looking up a Smith and Wesson serial number is essential to determine the model, manufacturing date, and unique features of a revolver. It aids in
verifying the authenticity and understanding the historical context of the firearm. By examining the serial number, enthusiasts and collectors can uncover crucial insights about the S&W revolver they own or are looking to acquire. The ability to identify the model and features not only adds value to the firearm but also enhances one's knowledge of its
lineage and technological advancements. Understanding the specific characteristics linked to a particular serial number can provide valuable information for maintenance, customization, and potential upgrades. This detailed scrutiny can also reveal any historical significance or rarity associated with the revolver, further elevating its allure and
desirability among firearm aficionados. How to Find the Serial Number on a Smith and Wesson Firearm? Locating the serial number on a Smith and Wesson firearm involves checking specific areas such as the frame, cylinder, or under the grips, depending on the model. For example, the Ladysmith model may have the serial number in a distinct
location. If you are looking for the serial number on a Smith and Wesson Model 10 revolver, check the butt of the gun or the backstrap near the hammer. On a Model 29, you may find the serial number on the bottom of the grip frame. For newer models like the 686, inspect the crane or the bottom of the trigger guard. No matter the model, always
ensure to check multiple locations meticulously to locate the unique identifier. S&W revolver names before World War II Name Caliber Frame .22 Hand Ejector Ladysmith 22 Long M .22/32 Target 22 Long Rifle I .22 Outdoorsman 22 Long Rifle K .32 Hand Ejector (round Butt) 32 S&W Long I .32 Regulation Police (Square Butt) 32 S&W Long I .32-20
Hand Ejector 32-20 Win. K .38 Military&Police 38 Spl K .38 Hand Ejector (same as above, with adjustable sights) .38 Regulation Police (Square Butt) 38 S&W I .38 Terrier 2” Round Butt 38 S&W I .38/44 Heavy Duty (fixed sights) 38 Spl N .38/44 Outdoorsman (Adj. Sights) 38 Spl N .357 Magnum 357 Mag N .44 HAnd Ejector Military Model 44 Spl N
.44 Hand ejector Model 1926 44 Spl N (shrouded extractor rod) .45 U.S. Army Revolver, Model 1917 45 ACP N .455 Hand ejector British Service 455 Mark II N Letter designations assigned S&W Revolvers 1900-1930 32 Double Action R 32 Safety Hammerless G 38 Single Action S 38 Double Action D 38 Safety Hammerless Y 44 Double Action L 22
Hand Ejector M 32 Hand ejector I 38 Military and Police K 44 Hand Ejector N 38 Double Action Perfect P 22 Perfect Single Shot T 35 Automatic A 32 Regulation Police B 38 Regulation Police E 22/32 Heavy Frame Target V Factory Model/caliber designation begun in 1930s 22/32 Target IT22 Square Butt 22/32 Kit Gun IT22 Round Butt K-22
Masterpiece KT22 32 Hand Ejector 132 Round Butt 32 Regulation Police I32 Square Butt K-32 Masterpiece KT32 38 Regulation Police 138 Square Butt 38 S&W Terrier I32 Round Butt 38 Military & Police K38 38/44 Heavy Duty N38 K-38 Masterpiece KT38 38/44 Outdoorsman NT38 357 Magnum NT357 1926 Model 44 Military N44 1926 Model 44
Target NT44 1917 Army N45 New Model Numbering System 147-A 1979 1979 9mm 14 shot DA steel frame Model 59 325PD 2003 N 6 shot 45 ACP, 2.5” barrel, Scandium Frame 329PD 2003 N 6 shot 44 Magnum, Scandium Frame, Stainless Brl, Ti Cylinder 340 J 5 shot 357 Magnum, Scandium Frame, shrouded/internal hammer 396 L 5 shot 44
Special, 3-1/8” barrel, Aluminum alloy frame 439 1979 9mm 8 shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 459 1979 9mm 14 shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 469 1983 9mm 12 Shot DA Semi Auto Alloy 500 2003 X 5 shot 500 S&W Magnum 520 1980 1980 N 357 Mag, Fixed Sights 539 1980 1983 9mm 8 shot DA semi auto Carbon Steel 547 1980 1985 K Steel 9mm Military &
Police 559 1980 1983 Auto 9mm 14 shot DA Semi Auto Carbon Steel 581 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Service Magnum 586 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Combat Magnum 610 N 10 mm, 6 shot, stainless 624 1985 1986 NT 44 Spl 1985 Target Stainless 625 N 45 ACP and 45 Colt Stainless 627 N 357 Magnum, Stainless 629 1979 NT 44 Mag
Stainless 629 Classic N 44 Mag, Stainless, full underlug 639 1982 Auto 9mm 8 shot DA Semi Auto Stainless 645 1985 Auto 45ACP DA Semi Auto Stainless 649 1985 JC 38 Spl Bodyguard Stainless 650 1982 JM 22 WMRF Service Kit Gun Stainless 651 1982 JTM 22 WMRF Target Kit Gun Stainless 657 N 41 Magnum, 6 shot, Stainless 659 1982 Auto
9mm 14 shot DA semi Auto Stainless 669 1985 Auto 9mm 12 shot DA Semi Auto Stainless 681 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Service Mag Stainless 686 1980 L 357 Mag Distinguished Combat Mag Stainless 686+ L 357 Mag, 7 shot cylinder, Stainless SW1911 2003 45 ACP 1911 K Series K Frames (Adjustable Sight Models) K101 - K614.....................

1946 K615 - K18,731................ 1947 K18,732 - K73,121........... 1948 K73,122 - K84,149........... 1949 K84,150 - K104,047...... 1950 K104,048 - K136,690...1951 K136,691 - K175,637...1952 K175,638 - K210,095...1953 K210,096 - K231,255...1954 K231,256 - K266,154...1955 K266,155 - K288,988...1956 K288,989 - K317,822...1957 K317,823 -
K350,547...1958 K350,548 - K386,804...1959 K386,805 - K429,894...1960 K429,895 - K468,098...1961 K468,099 - K515,478...1962 K515,479 - K553,999....1963 K555,000 - K605.877....1964 K605,878 - K658.986....1965 K658,987 - K715,996....1966 K715,997 - K779.162....1967 K779,163 - K848,781....1968 K848,782 - K946,391....1969 K946,382 -
K999,999....1970 1K1 - 1K39,500......... 1970 2K1 - 2K22.037......... 1970 1K39,501 - 1K999,999...1971 2K22,038 - 2K55,996....1971 3K1 - 3K73,962......... 1971 2K55,997 - 2K99,999....1972 3K31,280 - 5K6,616.....1972 4K1 - 4K1,627.......... 1972 4K1,628 - 4K54,104.....1973 5K6,617 - 5K73,962.....1973 4K54,105 - 4K99,999....1974 5K73,963 -
6K58,917....1974 7K1 - 7K26,043......... 1974 7K26,044 - 7K70,577....1975 6K98,918 - 8K20,763....1975 8K20,764 - 9K1......... 1975 8K20,000 - 9K100,000...1975 9K1,001 - 9K99,999.....1976 10K001 - 24K9,999...... 1977 25K001 - 56K9,999...... 1978 - 79 57K001 - 91K6,800...... 1980 91K6,801 - 124K000.....1981 125K000 - 269K9,999....1982 270K000

- 311K273...... 1983 1980 Three-Letter Prefix Series Begins at AAAO0O S&W Model Listing Model year year Frame Caliber Name intro Discon Size 10 1899 K 38 Spl Military & Police 10 HB 1960 K 38 Spl Military & Police Heavy Barrel 11 1936 1965 K 38 S&W Military & Police 12 1953 1986 KA 38 Spl Military & Police Airweight 13 1974 K 357 Mag
357 Magnum M&P 14 1947 1982 KT 38 Spl K-38 Masterpiece 15 1949 KT 38 Spl K-38 Combat Masterpiece 16 1947 1973 KT 32 S&W Long K-32 Masterpiece 17 1946 KT 22 LR K-22 Masterpiece 18 1949 1986 KT 22 LR K-22 Combat Masterpiece 19 1955 KT 357 Mag 357 Combat Magnum 20 1930 1966 N 38 Spl 38/44 Heavy Duty 21 1908 1966 N 44
Spl 1950 Model 44 Military 22 1917 1966 N 45 ACP 1950 Model 45 Army 23 1931 1966 NT 38 Spl 38/44 Outdoorsman 24 1908 1966 NT 44 Spl 1950 Model 44 Target 24 1984 1984 NT 44 Spl 7500 units reintroduced 25 1955 1983 NT 45 ACP 1955 Model 45 Target 25-3 1977 1977 NT 45 Colt 125th Commemorative 25-4 1977 1977 NT 45 Colt 125th
Delux Comm 25-5 1978 NT 45 Colt 45 Colt 26 1950 1966 NT 45 ACP 1950 45 Target Light Barrel 27 1935 NT 357 Mag 357 Magnum 28 1954 1986 NT 357 Mag 357 Highway Patrolman 29 1955 NT 44 Mag 44 Magnum 30 1896 1976 1&] 32 S&W Long 32 Hand Ejector 31 1917 I1&] 32 S&W Long 32 Regulation Police 32 1936 1974 1&] 38 S&W 38
Terrier 33 1917 1974 1&] 38 S&W 38 Regulation Police 34 1936 1&] 22 LR 22/32 Kit Gun 4” barrel 35 1911 1973 I&]J 22 LR 22/32 Target 6” Barrel 36 1950 J 38 Spl 38 Chief Special 37 1952 JA 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Airweight 38 1955 JAC 38 Spl Bodyguard 39 1954 1981 Auto 9mm 9mm Double Action both alloy and steel 39-1 1960 1960 Auto 38
AMU Commonly called M-52A alloy 40 1952 1974 JS 38 Spl Centennial 41 1952 Auto 22 LR 22 Semi-Automatic 41-1 1960 1972 Auto 22 short 22 Short Semi-Auto 42 1953 1974 JAT 38 Spl Centennial Airweight 43 1954 1974 JAT 22 LR 22/32 Kit Gun Airweight 44 1954 1959 Auto 9mm 9mm Semi, Single Action alloy 45 1936 1965 K 22 LR 22 Military &
Police 46 1959 1968 Auto 22 LR 22 Semi Auto 47 Experimental number used on several guns 48 1959 1986 KTM 22 WMRF K-22 Masterpiece MRF 49 1959 JC 38 Spl Bodyguard Steel Frame 50 1955 1975 JT 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Target 51 1960 1974 JTM 22 WMRF 22/32 MRF Kit Gun 52 1961 Auto 38 Spl 38 Chief Special Target Steel 52-A See
Model 39-1 53 1961 1974 KTC 22 Jet 22 center fire magnum 54 Experimental never issued 55 Experimental never issued 56 1962 1963 KT 38 Spl KTX 38 Became Mod 15 2" bl. 57 1964 NT 41 Mag 41 Magnum 58 1964 1978 N 41 Mag 41 Magnum Military& Police 59 1971 1981 Auto 9mm 14 shot 9mm Semi-Auto Alloy 60 1965 J 38 Spl 38 Chief
Special Stainless 61 1970 1973 Auto 22 LR 22 Escort 62 Experimental never issued 63 1977 JT 22 LR 1977 22/32 Kit Gun Stainless 64 1970 K 38 Spl 38 Military&Police Stainless 65 1974 K 357 Mag 357 Mag M&P Stainless 66 1971 KT 357 Mag 357 Combat Mag Stainless 67 1972 KT 38 Spl 38 Combat Masterpiece Stainless 68 1976 1976 KT 38 Spl
California Highway Patrol Model Stainless 69/75 Not officially assigned — used experimentally 76 1968 1974 Auto 9mm Machine Pistol 77 1970 1978 22 cal Air rifle 78 1971 1978 22 Cal CO2 Pellet Pistol 79 1971 1978 177 Cal CO2 Pellet Pistol 80 1975 1978 177 BB CO2 Semi Auto Rifle Model and Dash numbering system Model 10 -1 1959 Heavy
Barrel -2 1961 Changed extractor rod thread to LH on standard barrel -3 1961 Same as above, for heavy barrel -4 1962 Screw in front of trigger eliminated -5 1962 1/10” to 1/8” front sight, on standard barrel -5 1962 Screw in front of trigger guard eliminated on heavy barrel model -7 1977 Change to put gas ring from yoke to cylinder -8 1977 Change
to put gas ring from yoke to cylinder on heavy barrel model Model 12 1957 -1 1962 Change extractor rod to LH thread, eliminate screw in front of trigger guard -2 1962 Front sight changed from 1/10” to 1/8” -3 1977 Gas ring on yoke to cylinder -4 1984 Change frame thickness to same as all K frames Model 13 No designation used to avoid confusion
with air force model 13 air crewman Model 13 -1 1974 Introduced -2 1977 Change back to gas ring on cylinder -3 1982 eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 14,15,16,17,18,48,53 (all start without dash in 1957) -1 1959 Change to LH extractor rod thread -2 1961 Cylinder stop changed, hole in front of trigger guard eliminated -3 1967 Relocation of
rear sight leaf screw -4 1977 Changed gas ring from yoke to cylinder 19 All of the above changes and -5 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore N-Frame Model Blue Model 20,21,22,23,24,25 (except 25-5) 26,27,28,29 -1 1960 Change to LH thread -2 1961 Cylinder stop changed, hole in front of trigger guard eliminated -3 1982 Eliminate cylinder
counterbore (magnums only) -4 2004 Thunder Ranch 44 Special, fixed sight Model 57 1964 Introduced -1 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 629 1980 Introduced -1 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore Model 25-5 1978 -5 means 45 Colt caliber 125'th anniversary model, -3 (standard) -4 (delux) both of these used a shorter than standard
cylinder. -7 1985 45 Colt, 5" barrel, unfluted cylinder K-Frame Stainless Models 64 1970 Introduced -1 1972 Heavy barrel -2 1977 2” standard barrel, gas ring from yoke to cylinder -3 1977 Same as above, for heavy barrel 65 -1 1974 introduced -2 1977 gas ring from yoke to cylinder -3 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore 66 1971 introduced -1 1977
Gas ring from yoke to cylinder -2 1982 Eliminate cylinder counterbore 67 1972 introduced -1 1977 gas ring from yoke to cylinder 39 1957 start of model numbering system -1, 1961 Made in 38 AMU cartridge for military 87 made. 52-A -2 1971 Change of extractor 41 1957 start of model numbering system -1 1960 22 Short chambering (dash number
not always stamped) 52 1961 introduced -1 1963 Single action only -2 1971 Changed extractor 52-A See model 39-1 59 1971 introduced, no dash numbers used during production 61 1970 introduced in March -1 May '70 Add magazine safety -2 Sep '70 Addition of barrel nut -3 1971 Forged Al frame 76 1968 introduced, discontinued 1974 no dash
numbers used Small Frame Revolvers Model 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 1957 Start of numbering system -1 1961 Change from I frame to J frame 36 -1 1967 Indicates 3" heavy barrel 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 49, 63, 649, 650, 651 No dash numbers ued on above numbers 60 1965 Introduced -1 1972 Heavy barrel variation made in 1972, not marketed limited
production only SCREWS 5 screw: 4 screws on the side(one normally under the grips) is the original way to hold the side plate on. The one in front of the trigger guard, the fifth screw retained the cylinder lock spring. 4 screw; One of the screws holding the side plate on was dropped in the late 50's making a 4 screw S&W a 3 screw; The screw in front

of the trigger guard was dropped in 1962 making all later guns 3 screw. Pre-War N frame. Year/Beginning Serial 1908..... l————- 1926..... 25000 1909..... 2050———-1927..... 28500 1910..... 5000———-1928..... 29500 1911..... 7050———-1929..... 30000 1912..... 9100———-1930..... 34000 1913..... 11150———1931..... 36000 1914..... 13200————
1932..... 38375 1915..... 15250———1933..... 41200 1916..... 15500———1934..... 43350 1917..... 16000———1935..... 45500 1918-1919 None——-1936..... 47200 1920..... 16200———1937..... 48700 1921..... 16300———1938..... 52000 1922..... 18400———1939..... 57200 1923..... 19600———1940..... 59000 1924..... 20800———1941..... 62350
1925..... 22000———1942-1945 None Post-War S Series N frames: S62,489 - S67,999........ 1946 - Early 1947 S68,000 - S71,999.......... Late 1947 - Early 1948 S72,000 - S72,499.......... Late 1948 - Early 1949 S72,500 - S74,999.......... Late 1949 - Early 1950 S75,000 - S80,499.......... Late 1950 - Early 1951 S80,500 - S85,999.......... Late 1952 - Early
1952 S§86,000 - S94,999.......... Late 1952 - Early 1953 S95,000 - S102,999....... Late 1953 - Early 1954 S103,000 - S139,999...... Late 1954 - Early 1955* S140,000 - S149,999....Late 1955 - Early 1956 S150,000 - S175,999...... Late 1956 - Early 1957 S176,000 - S181,999...... Late 1957 - Early 1958 S182,000 - S194,499...... Late 1958 - Early 1959

S194,500 - S206.999...... Late 1959 - Early 1960 S207,000 - S219,999...... Late 1960 - Early 1961 S220,000 - S227,999...... Late 1961 - Early 1962 S228,000 - S231,999...... Late 1962 - Early 1963 S232,000 - S235.999...... Late 1963 - Early 1964 S236,000 - S257,999...... Late 1964 - Early 1965 S258,000 - S261,999...... Late 1965 - Early 1966 S262,000
-S289,999...... Late 1966 - Early 1967 S290,000 - S304,999...... Late 1967 - Early 1968 S305,000 - S329,999...... Late 1968 - Early 1969 S330,000 - S333,454...... Late 1969 - Early 1970 Please note that several N frame firearms with serial numbers within the S138000 to S140000 range (though this range might extend further) have been documented
to be shipped significantly later than their serial numbers would typically indicate. For instance, a firearm bearing the serial number S136431 was not shipped until June of 1958, despite expectations based on its serial. This suggests that a substantial batch of serial numbers, initially thought to date from 1954-55, might not have been utilized until

1957-58. In at least one instance, a firearm was recorded with a 5-screw serial number but was constructed as a 4-screw model. N Series N Frames: N1 - N60,000................... 1970-72 N60,001 - N 190,000...... 1972-74 N190,001 - N430,000...... 1975 - 77 N430.001 - N 550,000.....1978 N550,001 - N580,000..... 1979 N580,001 - N790,000...... 1980
N790,001 - N932,999...... 1980-83 Post-War S Series K Frames: S811,120 - S999,999....... 1946 - 48 C Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) C1 - C233,999................. 1948 - 52 C236,004 - C261,483....... 1953 C277,555 - C314,031....... 1954 - 56 C402,924 - C405,018....... 1957 C405,019 - C429,740.....1958 - 59 C429,741 - C474,148....... 1960
C474,149 - C622,699....... 1961 - 62 C622,700 - C810,532....... 1963 - 65 C810,533 - C999,999.....1966 - 67 D Series K Frames: (Fixed Sight Models) D1 - D90,000.................... 1968 D90,001 - D330,000........ 1969 -70 D330,001 - D420,000......... 1971 - Early 72 D420,001 - D510,000......... Late 1972 - Early 73 D510,001 - D659,901......... Late 1973 -
Early 1974 D659.902 - D75000........... Late 1974 - Early 1975 D750,001 - D870,000......... Late 1975 - Early 1976 D870,001 - D999,999......... Late 1976 - Early 1977 2D00001 - 2D80,000.......... 1977 2D80,001 - 2D99,999......... 1978 4D00001 - 6D10,000.......... 1979 6D10,0001 - 7D10,000...... 1980 7D10,001 - 9D44,500.....1981 9D44,501 -
17D8,900......... 1982 17D8,901 - 21D0883.......... 1983 What Information Can Be Obtained from a Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup? A Smith and Wesson serial number lookup can reveal valuable information such as the caliber designation, number of screws, and specific manufacturing details unique to the model. It provides insights into the

historical context and production specifications. Understanding the caliber of a firearm is crucial as it determines the size and type of bullet it can fire. By decoding the serial number, the specific caliber of the Smith and Wesson model can be identified, aiding in ammo selection and maintenance. The number of screws present in the firearm can
indicate its assembly complexity and potential areas of disassembly for cleaning or repairs. These intricate details obtained from a serial number lookup deepen one's understanding of the weapon's design and functionality. Date of Manufacture Determining the date of manufacture through a Smith & Wesson serial number lookup involves identifying
the factory model and the introduction year of the specific revolver. Once you have gathered the relevant information, refer to Smith & Wesson's comprehensive serial number chart, which helps in decoding the alphanumeric code to reveal the date of production. The serial number typically consists of a prefix, which corresponds to the production
period, followed by a unique sequential number. By cross-referencing the model details with the chart, you can pinpoint the exact year and sometimes even the month when your firearm was manufactured. Model and Variation Examining the serial number provides insights into the model and potential variations of the Smith and Wesson revolver,
such as the iconic Model 10 or the robust Model 686, along with distinguishing features like the number of screws. By understanding these specific models, enthusiasts and collectors can appreciate the unique history and design evolution of Smith and Wesson's revolver series. Each model like the Model 10 embodies a classic charm, while the Model
686 showcases modern innovations. Not only do these distinctions add value to the firearms, but they also reflect the craftsmanship and expertise that Smith and Wesson is renowned for. Delving deeper into the nuances of these models can unveil a wealth of information, connecting enthusiasts to the legacy and quality associated with these iconic
firearms. Production Location A Smith and Wesson serial number lookup can reveal the production location through details like the frame type, caliber specifications, and the presence of features like a heavy barrel on the firearm. Serial numbers for Smith and Wesson weapons are not only unique identifiers but also hold vital clues about where the
firearm was manufactured. The frame variations in these serial numbers can indicate whether the gun was made in the company's Massachusetts or Maine facility. Additionally, caliber designations engraved on the firearm's surface can provide further insight into its origin. Different locations often produce specific models designed for particular
calibers to meet the varying demands of gun enthusiasts. Original Owner In some cases, a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup might provide information about the original owner, especially in specialized models like the Ladysmith or Target variants. Due to the rarity of these details being available through such searches, the process of
uncovering the historical background of these firearms becomes even more intriguing and valuable. For collectors and enthusiasts, stumbling upon any personal connection or past ownership can significantly enhance the allure and mystique surrounding these unique Smith and Wesson models. Where Can You Perform a Smith and Wesson Serial
Number Lookup? Performing a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup can be done through official channels like the Smith and Wesson website, various online databases dedicated to firearms, and engaging with gun forums and communities for collective knowledge. When starting your search on the Smith and Wesson website, ensure you input the
serial number accurately to receive reliable information directly from the source. Utilizing online databases such as GunBroker or Gun Data Project can provide you with a broader scope of historical data and potential matches. Participating in gun forums and communities can be beneficial as fellow enthusiasts may have encountered similar serial
numbers or possess valuable insights on interpreting them. Official Smith and Wesson Website The official Smith and Wesson website offers a model listing and discontinued models section where users can input the serial number for information retrieval and historical documentation. By navigating to the model catalog section on the S&W website,
individuals can explore the wide array of firearms produced over the years. Each model listed comes with detailed specifications and images for easy identification. The discontinued models section is a treasure trove for collectors and enthusiasts alike, showcasing historical firearms that are no longer in production. Accurate data retrieval from the
website is crucial for verifying the authenticity of a firearm and understanding its provenance. Whether you are a collector looking to trace the lineage of a specific gun or a buyer seeking to confirm the details of a purchase, the Smith and Wesson website serves as a valuable resource for all things related to their iconic firearms. Online Databases
Online databases dedicated to S&W revolvers provide a vast repository of information regarding frames, numbering systems, and historical records, facilitating a detailed serial number lookup process. These online resources offer enthusiasts and collectors access to a treasure trove of data that can not only help in identifying specific models and
variations but also shed light on the historical significance and production details of the firearms. They aid in deciphering the intricate details of S&W revolver frames, enabling users to discern the subtle differences between various frame types and understand the evolution of these iconic firearms over the years. Gun Forums and Communities Gun
forums and online communities offer a collaborative platform to discuss S&W revolvers, share knowledge about screws, extractor rods, and other specific components, aiding in serial number analysis and interpretation. These forums serve as virtual meeting grounds for avid S&W enthusiasts to delve into the intricacies of each revolver model and its
unique features. Members engage in detailed analyses of minute details like screws and extractor rods to decode the history behind serial numbers. By dissecting these components, individuals can accurately date and identify their respective firearms. These platforms provide valuable resources for novice collectors, offering a wealth of information
on identifying authentic parts and understanding the significance of serial number sequences. Are There Any Limitations to a Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup? While a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup provides valuable insights, limitations may arise for older firearms, especially anniversary models or commemorative editions, which
might lack comprehensive records or accurate data. One of the key challenges faced during serial number lookups for specific S&W revolver variants is the sheer volume of different models produced over the years, making it harder to pinpoint exact details without proper cross-referencing. Certain commemorative editions or limited runs may have
irregular serial number sequences, further complicating the identification process. Accuracy is paramount when trying to authenticate these special editions, as discrepancies in documentation or missing information can lead to unreliable results. It's crucial to consult multiple sources and verify findings to ensure the information obtained is
dependable and accurate. Older Firearms May Not Have Records Older Smith and Wesson firearms, particularly Deluxe or Stainless models, might not have extensive records available for serial number lookups due to historical data preservation challenges. When diving into the realm of researching these vintage firearms, enthusiasts often
encounter obstacles in tracking down specific details. The scarcity of complete records poses a significant hurdle when attempting to verify the authenticity of these time-honored pieces. Without comprehensive documentation, it becomes a daunting task to accurately pinpoint the history and origin of a particular S&W firearm. This limitation
inherently affects the ability to confirm the provenance and lineage of these treasured firearms, potentially leaving gaps in their historical narrative. Records May Be Incomplete or Inaccurate There can be instances where records related to specific features like magazine safeties or barrel nuts on Smith and Wesson revolvers are incomplete or
contain inaccuracies, leading to challenges in serial number identification. Such discrepancies in documentation can create significant hurdles for collectors, enthusiasts, and historical researchers trying to authenticate the provenance of these firearms. The presence or absence of these distinctive components can often be crucial in determining the
model, production year, or special edition status of a particular revolver. Moreover, accurate serial number verification is vital not only for establishing the firearm's history but also for legal purposes, such as during transfers or sales. When official records are unreliable or inconsistent, it can raise doubts about the gun's authenticity, potentially
impacting its value and marketability. What Are Some Tips for Successfully Conducting a Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup? To enhance the effectiveness of a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup, it is advisable to double-check the serial number, utilize multiple sources for cross-referencing, and delve into the history of the firearm,
especially for unique models like those with forged Al frames or air rifle designs. When conducting a serial number lookup for S&W revolvers, accuracy is crucial for determining the authenticity and background of the firearm. By cross-referencing the serial number across various reputable databases, auction sites, and forums, you can validate the
information obtained and potentially uncover additional details. Exploring the historical context of specific model variations can provide valuable insights into production years, special editions, and any modifications that may impact the serial number sequence. This attention to detail is particularly important for identifying rare or one-of-a-kind S&W
revolver models. Double Check the Serial Number Verifying the accuracy of the serial number is crucial in the lookup process for Smith and Wesson revolvers, especially when dealing with diverse models like CO2 pellet pistols or machine pistols. One must understand that in the realm of firearms, precision and attention to detail are paramount. A
single digit or letter discrepancy in a serial number can lead to misleading results or incorrect identification of the specific model. Thorough verification is not only essential for historical accuracy but also for legal purposes and ensuring the proper maintenance and functionality of the firearm. This meticulous process becomes even more critical when
dealing with specialized variants such as CO2 pellet pistols or machine pistols, where minor differences can have significant implications. Use Multiple Sources Cross-referencing information from multiple sources enhances the reliability of a Smith and Wesson serial number lookup, especially when exploring details related to center fire magnums or
heavy frame target models. By consulting various resources, such as official S&W archives, gun forums, and expert publications, enthusiasts can uncover a wealth of insights into the history and specifications of these coveted firearms. Validation of the serial number using different platforms ensures a more comprehensive understanding of the gun's
provenance and potential modifications. It also aids in distinguishing between authentic models and potential replicas or altered versions. Utilizing a combination of print materials, online databases, and community forums leads to a broader perspective and a higher level of confidence in the accuracy of the identified information. Research the
History of the Firearm Delving into the historical background and previous ownership details of a Smith and Wesson revolver, especially in the case of anniversary models or carbon steel variants, can provide valuable insights during the serial number lookup process. Understanding the lineage of a firearm can reveal its journey through time,
shedding light on potential modifications, upgrades, or historical significance. Additionally, unveiling the anniversary models or rare carbon steel editions can offer collectors a glimpse into the unique characteristics and production periods of these special editions. By researching these aspects, enthusiasts can form a deeper connection to the heritage
and craftsmanship behind these iconic S&W revolvers, enriching their appreciation for these firearms. Frequently Asked Questions What is a Smith and Wesson serial number and why is it important? A Smith and Wesson serial number is a unique identifier assigned to each firearm manufactured by the company. It is important for tracking and
identifying ownership of the firearm. Where can I find the serial number on my Smith and Wesson firearm? The serial number can typically be found on the bottom of the firearm's grip frame, on the side of the barrel, or on the bottom of the trigger guard. How do I use the Smith and Wesson serial number lookup tool? To use the lookup tool, simply
enter the serial number in the designated field and click “search.” The tool will then provide information on the specific firearm, such as model, caliber, and manufacturing date. Can I use the serial number to determine the age of my Smith and Wesson firearm? Yes, the first three digits of the serial number represent the date of manufacture. The first
two digits indicate the year, and the third digit indicates the month. Is there any cost to use the Smith and Wesson serial number lookup tool? No, the lookup tool is free to use and can be accessed on the Smith and Wesson website. What should I do if I cannot find my Smith and Wesson serial number or if it is illegible? If your firearm does not have a
visible or legible serial number, contact Smith and Wesson customer service for assistance. It is important to have a valid serial number for proper ownership and registration of your firearm. The serial number offers information about the firearm’s manufacturing, such as when and where it was manufactured. This post will consider the Smith and
Wesson serial number lookup, and serial number location and help you understand the Smith-Wesson prefixes. Check it out! Smith & Wesson offers a variety of handguns, each with its distinct appearance and set of features. The SN is found in front of the trigger guard, and other serial numbers are situated on the top of the frame, behind the pistol
grip. However different models have serial numbers located in different places: Revolvers - Some revolvers also have the serial number located on the inside of the frame, the bottom of the butt of the frame, or in the yoke area. Pistols - The serial number is located on the side of the frame. Sigma series - The serial number is located on the frame
under the front of the handgun. SW99 - The serial number is located on the frame at the rear of the pistol. The Serial contains letter prefixes and numbers which are significant in outlining the manufacturing date. We have reviewed the numbers by the year of issue. In most cases, a Smith & Wesson revolver’s serial number is engraved on the trigger
guard, the crank, or the cylinder of the pistol. You can contact Smith & Wesson’s customer care department if you need help locating the serial number for your pistol: Visit Smith Wesson’s “Support” page on their website. There’s a “Serial Number Lookup” button here on the website. Follow this link to a new website where you may register your
firearm by entering its serial. S&W utilizes the date of shipping instead of the date of manufacture to establish the age of a weapon. The Catalog contains a complete list of the following: Serial numbers organized by the kind of weapon, The name of the maker, The serial number year of allocation. S&W started adding simple one-letter prefixes to the
names of numerous of its revolver models during world war 2. The trend was initiated in April of 1942 when they were short on numbers for the pre-war. Check out the prefixes they utilized. Smith Wesson used the V (victory) prefix from April 1942. A million of the 38 caliber revolvers were made during the 1942-1945 period. Here are some of the
serial numbers that utilized the V prefix: The inside of the lock works, denoted by an ‘S,” was altered in 1945. Later Victory models were given the ‘SV’ designation. After WWII, military and police revolvers used a simple ‘S’ prefix until the Victory numbers reached 999,999 in 1948. According to business policy, serial numbers at S&W were restricted



to six digits. The ‘C’ was designated for this function in the — 38 Military & Police series in March 1948. The “C” was suitable for the K-frame rifles with fixed sights. For those revolvers, the ‘C’ prefix lasted until 1967, when C999999 was finally attained. The ‘D’ prefix replaced it in 1968. Here are some of the serial numbers that utilized the C prefix:
The “D” prefix was a serial number that had duplicated the numbers used before. The prefix was utilized from 1968 to 1983. The j prefix began in 1969 and was used until 1983. Here are the designations of the rifles with the J prefix: In 1969, the ‘S’ prefixes were replaced by ‘N’ prefixes, beginning with N1. Here are the Pre-War N frame serial
numbers. The Pre-war N serial numbers ran from 1908 until 1942, when they ceased production. The Post-war S series N frame later replaced the N frame serial numbers and was used until early 1970. Check them out. Most serial numbers were shown as numbers produced in a particular year. An N frame pistol with the prefix “N,” such as a Model
27 or Model 29, might be listed as: N100000 - N199999 covering the year 1973, N200000 - N299999 covering the years 1974 to 1977, N300000 covering the years 1975 and 1976. Firearms made before World War II have a number that was used to narrow down the production dates. The Smith Wesson Standard Catalog, Fourth Edition, is the
definitive guide to identifying your firearm. The Fourth Edition of the Smith & Wesson Standard Catalog is the ultimate reference to identifying your weapon. The document provides the following details. Five hundred twenty-eight pages of pure text. The Smith & Wesson 14 new revolver types were introduced since the previous edition was
published. Approximate serial number dates. Tables of manufacture dates Dozens of variants of the M&P pistol. Hundreds of full-color, detailed photographs Smith & Wesson firearm values and collector data The ship date is different from the manufacturing date. Shipment dates can be found in Smith & Wesson’s Standard Catalog, Third Edition, or
the S&W Historical Foundation, Letter of Authentication. To estimate the shipping date, two things must be known: The model numbers are very crucial when determining the ship date. However, it is important to note that: S&W revolvers did not have model numbers before 1957. Model numbers were originally imprinted on S&W handguns in
September 1957, when the management decided to give each line of revolvers a unique identity. Model numbers are often seen on the yoke. Many models did not get their own set of numbers until about 1958. Letter prefixes used on the serial numbers are a key tool when determining the shipment dates. Different Letters symbolize different periods.
Note the following: The serial is situated on the front strap of the grip of the—32 Regulation Police revolver. A letter prefix did not precede the serial number on S&W revolvers before World War II. Some of them began doing it in 1942. The letters must be included when submitting the serial number for your S&W weapon. The ship date on the S&W
letters is a more accurate marker of the Gun’s introduction to the market. If you contact Smith & Wesson, they will offer you the shipment date for a particular gun for free on some of their newer models. The serial number is often on the Gun'’s trigger guard or the yoke area. This will help identify the firearm’s manufacturer, model, and caliber. This
data may be found by: Getting in touch with the Smith Wesson firearms maker. Using an online resource database. Utilizing the standard catalog 4th edition. No, There is no website to look up the Gun’s serial number due to the extensive and complicated nature of Smith & Wesson’s company history. However, you can use our guide or the Smith &
Wesson Forum for learning more about Smith & Wesson weapons. Smith & Wesson serial number is located on the bottom of the front of the grip or under the crane. However, it is important to note that different models have different serial number locations as specified above. No, you can’t run your gun’s serial number. Only law enforcement
agencies are allowed to request a gun serial number check or search the lost and stolen gun database. Yes, A rifle’s serial number may reveal the gun’s age by describing the production window and the precise year it was manufactured.After identifying the model, you may use the numbers after the dash to look up the year the firearm was produced
on the manufacturer’s website. Yes, Firearms manufactured after 1968 must have unique serial numbers, but only within each manufacturer. It is permissible for weapons manufactured before 1968 to have duplicated the serial number since the practice was not forbidden by law before 1968. The average price for a brand new SMITH WESSON pistol
is $833.80, while a used one is $661.29. The average new price is $833.80, and the average used price is $661.29 during the last 12 months. Decoding your Smith Wesson pistol serial number will help you identify the date of manufacture for your weapon and how rare it is. The standard catalog and the Smith Wesson online database will help you
achieve that. Luckily you now understand the different terms in your serial numbers. Do you have a smith Wesson Rifle? What is the serial number? Please share it with us in the comments section. Smith and Wesson is an American firearms manufacturer that has been in operation since 1852. With a long history and a wide range of products,
identifying the year of manufacture for their firearms can be a challenging task. However, by understanding their serial number system and utilizing online resources, it is possible to accurately determine the year a Smith and Wesson firearm was made.In this article, we will discuss the steps to identify the year of manufacture by serial number for
Smith and Wesson firearms.How to Identify the Year of Manufacture by Serial Number? 1. Understanding Smith and Wesson Serial NumbersSmith and Wesson firearms have a unique serial number system that can provide valuable information about the year of manufacture. The serial number is usually located on the bottom of the grip frame or on
the butt of the gun. It consists of a combination of letters and numbers, with some models including a letter prefix followed by a four-digit number.2. Finding the Serial Number on Your FirearmTo determine the year of manufacture, you will need to locate the serial number on your firearm. As mentioned earlier, it is typically found on the bottom of
the grip frame or on the butt of the gun. If you are unable to find it, you can refer to the user manual or contact Smith and Wesson directly for assistance.Determining the Year of Manufacture 1. Using the Smith and Wesson Serial Number LookupThe easiest way to identify the year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson firearm is by using their
online serial number lookup tool. This tool will provide you with the model and year of manufacture based on the serial number entered.2. Decoding the Serial NumberAlternatively, you can manually decode the serial number to determine the year of manufacture. The first three digits of the serial number represent the model number, while the
following four digits indicate the production number. The last letter of the prefix will determine the year of manufacture, with A representing 1945 and Z indicating 2015.3. Identifying the Model and Manufacturing YearOnce you have decoded the serial number, you can cross-reference it with a list of known model and year combinations to determine
the exact year of manufacture for your firearm.Other Factors to Consider 1. Changes in Serial Number Patternslt is important to note that Smith and Wesson have changed their serial number patterns over the years. Therefore, it is essential to research the specific model and production year to ensure the accuracy of the year of manufacture.2.
Special Editions and Limited RunsSmith and Wesson have also released special edition and limited run firearms that may have different serial number patterns and may not be included in the standard serial number lookup tool.Why is Knowing the Year of Manufacture Important?Knowing the year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson firearm can
provide valuable information for collectors, enthusiasts, and buyers. It can also help with determining the value and history of the firearm.ConclusionBy understanding the Smith and Wesson serial number system and utilizing online resources, it is possible to accurately determine the year of manufacture for their firearms. With this knowledge, you
can better appreciate the history and value of your Smith and Wesson firearm.Key Takeaways:Understanding Smith and Wesson’s serial number system is crucial in determining the year of manufacture for your firearm.Utilizing the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup or decoding the serial number can help identify the model and year of your
firearm.Knowing the year of manufacture is important for collectors, enthusiasts, and for determining the value and history of your Smith and Wesson firearm.How to Identify the Year of Manufacture by Serial Number?When it comes to identifying the year of manufacture for your Smith and Wesson firearm, the serial number is the key piece of
information you will need. In this section, we will discuss the structure of Smith and Wesson serial numbers and how to decipher them to determine the year your firearm was made. Additionally, we will guide you through the process of locating the serial number on your specific model of Smith and Wesson firearm. By the end of this section, you will
have all the tools you need to accurately identify the year of manufacture for your Smith and Wesson firearm.1. Understanding Smith and Wesson Serial NumbersUnderstanding the serial numbers of Smith and Wesson firearms is crucial for determining their year of manufacture. To help you with this, here are some steps you can follow:Decode the
serial number to identify the model and manufacturing year.Use the Smith and Wesson serial number lookup tool to gather information on specific models.Locate the serial number on your firearm, typically found on the frame or inside the barrel.Take note of any changes in serial number patterns over the years, as this can affect identification.Be
aware of special editions and limited runs, which may have unique serial number sequences.By following these steps, you can accurately determine the manufacturing year of your Smith and Wesson firearm.2. Finding the Serial Number on Your FirearmTo locate the serial number on your firearm, follow these steps:Remove the magazine and ensure
the firearm is unloaded.Check the frame of the firearm. The serial number is typically located on the bottom of the frame, near the trigger guard or grip.Look for additional locations. Some firearms may have the serial number on the slide, barrel, or other parts.Use a flashlight or magnifying glass if needed to clearly read the serial number.Pro-tip: If
you're having trouble finding the serial number, consult the owner’s manual or contact the manufacturer for assistance.Determining the Year of ManufactureAs a gun owner, it is essential to know the year of manufacture of your Smith and Wesson firearm. This information not only adds to the historical value of the gun, but it can also be crucial for
determining its authenticity and potential resale value. In this section, we will discuss different methods for determining the year of manufacture for your Smith and Wesson firearm. We will cover the use of the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup, decoding the serial number, and identifying the model and manufacturing year of your gun.1.
Using the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookuplf you are looking to determine the year of manufacture for your Smith and Wesson firearm, you can utilize the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup tool. Follow these steps:Visit the official Smith and Wesson website.Find the designated “Serial Number Lookup” tool.Enter the serial number of
your firearm into the provided field.Click on the search button.The system will then display the model and manufacturing year of your firearm.2. Decoding the Serial NumberTo decode the serial number of a Smith and Wesson firearm, follow these steps:Identify the serial number on your firearm, typically located on the frame or grip.Consult online
resources or reference books to understand the format of the serial number.Break down the serial number into its components, including the year, model, and production number.Compare these components to known patterns and databases to determine the year of manufacture.Decoding the serial number is essential for collectors, enthusiasts, and
buyers, as it provides valuable information about the age, rarity, and value of the firearm. This information can also offer insights into the firearm’s history and authenticity.3. Identifying the Model and Manufacturing YearTo accurately identify the model and manufacturing year of a Smith and Wesson firearm, simply follow these steps:Locate the
serial number on your firearm.Utilize the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup tool or refer to a reliable reference guide.Decode the serial number to determine the specific model and manufacturing year.Compare the model details and manufacturing year with available records or online sources.Take into consideration any changes in serial
number patterns over time.Also, keep in mind any special editions or limited runs that may have unique serial number formats.By following these steps, you can easily and accurately identify the model and manufacturing year of your Smith and Wesson firearm.Other Factors to ConsiderWhile the serial number is an important factor in determining the
year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson firearm, there are other factors that can affect this process. For example, the patterns and formats of serial numbers have changed over the years, making it necessary to take these changes into account. Additionally, special editions and limited runs may have unique serial number sequences that differ
from the standard pattern. In this section, we will discuss these other factors and how they may impact determining the year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson firearm.1. Changes in Serial Number PatternsUnderstanding the evolution of serial number patterns is crucial when determining the year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson
firearm. Here are the steps to consider:Research serial number patterns: Study the historical changes in Smith and Wesson’s serial number patterns to identify any specific variations or patterns.Compare with available resources: Utilize online databases, forums, or official Smith and Wesson publications to find information on serial number ranges
and their corresponding manufacturing years.Look for transitional periods: Pay attention to transitional periods when changes in manufacturing processes or models may have resulted in unique serial number patterns.Consider special editions or limited runs: Be aware that special editions or limited runs may have their own unique serial number
patterns, which can aid in determining their manufacturing year.Consult experts: If you’'re unsure or unable to find the information you need, reach out to knowledgeable collectors, gunsmiths, or Smith and Wesson themselves for assistance.2. Special Editions and Limited RunsSpecial editions and limited runs are highly sought after by collectors and
enthusiasts. To identify these unique Smith and Wesson firearms, follow these steps:Research: Familiarize yourself with the different special edition models that Smith and Wesson has released.Serial number lookup: Use the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Lookup tool on their website to check if the firearm is a special edition or limited run.Edition-
specific features: Look for specific markings, engravings, or special finishes that indicate the firearm is a special edition.Authentication: Consult with experts or reputable Smith and Wesson dealers to authenticate the firearm, especially if it is a rare or valuable special edition.Remember to exercise caution when purchasing special editions or limited
runs from third-party sellers, and consider getting a certificate of authenticity to ensure its legitimacy. Collectors should thoroughly research and verify the authenticity and rarity of any firearm before making a purchase.Why is Knowing the Year of Manufacture Important?Understanding the year of manufacture for a Smith and Wesson firearm is
crucial for various reasons. Firstly, it aids in determining the gun’s value, as older models may hold more significance to collectors. Secondly, it allows owners to gain insight into any historical significance or design changes that may affect its performance or safety features. Lastly, it assists in identifying any potential recalls or safety concerns
specific to certain manufacturing years. For instance, in 1987, Smith and Wesson issued a recall for certain models due to concerns with the firing pin. Knowing the year of manufacture can help owners ensure their firearm is safe and functioning properly.Here’s a true story: A gun enthusiast purchased a vintage Smith and Wesson revolver from a
flea market without knowing its exact year of manufacture. After researching the serial number, they discovered it was a rare model from the 1950s. The gun turned out to be highly sought after by collectors and had significant value. This knowledge allowed the enthusiast to properly care for and showcase the firearm, ultimately leading to a
substantial return on their investment.Frequently Asked QuestionsHow can I identify and date my S&W revolver using the serial number?The best way to identify and date your S&W revolver using the serial number is by using online resources such as the Smith and Wesson Serial Number Date of Manufacture J Frame Revolver Lookup or threads on
forums like Highroad.org. These resources provide a comprehensive list of year-wise serial numbers and identifying features for various S&W revolver models.What are the identifying features of a S&W single action revolver?A S&W single action revolver can be identified by its fixed sights, end pinned barrel, and diamond grips. These features were
commonly found on models such as the 455 Hand Ejector British Service, 45 U.S. Army Revolver, and 32 Hand Ejector.What do the letter designations on S&W revolvers mean?The letter designations on S&W revolvers were used to identify the model and caliber before the use of model numbers in 1957. For example, R stands for 32 Double Action, G
stands for 32 Safety Hammerless, and IT22 stands for the 22/32 Target with a square butt.What are the differences between pre-model number versions and post-model number versions of S&W revolvers?Pre-model number versions of S&W revolvers were typically named based on their caliber and frame size, while post-model number versions had a
factory model/caliber designation. Additionally, earlier models had the serial number in a different location compared to later models.What is the significance of the J serial prefix on S&W revolvers?The ] serial prefix was used on S&W revolvers from 1969-1983 for models 36, 37, 38, 49, and 50. This prefix was used for serial numbers in specific
ranges for each year and can help in identifying the year of manufacture for these specific models.What are some notable S&W revolver models and their dates of introduction?Some notable S&W revolver models and their dates of introduction include the Model 10 (1899), Model 19 (1955), Model 25 (1955), Model 1917 (1917), and 455 Mark II
(1915). These models have various identifying features such as a heavy frame target, shrouded extractor rod, adj. sights, and heavy barrel. I think I got close to this answer once before, but dog-gone if I can find it. I'm trying to get as accurate as possible estimate of a ship date for my .32 HE Snubbie with SN 550XXX. Does anyone reading this have a
lettered gun that comes close to this range? Of course SCSW is of little to no help on this particular model, but I would like to confirm my estimate of 1949, which happens to be my birth year. Can anyone confirm or refute? TIA ~ Froggie I hate to disappoint, but I-frames were very slow to get back into production after WWII. I have heard of only a
bare handful of small-frame revolvers that were shipped before 1950, and I wonder if those records are in fact reliable. A few I-frames were shipped in the latter months of 1950. The flood gates opened in 1951, and I think that is probably when your gun shipped. If you want a 1949 birth year or even birthday gun, I think you will have to look at N or K
frames. A transitional .38/44 Heavy Duty could be found from that year, and a K-Masterpiece might be the most affordable distinctive choice. K-22s are more common than K-38s in the late 1940s; 1949 K-32s exist, but they are rare and expensive. A 1949 Masterpiece would necessarily be a tapered-barrel/narrow-rib model. Probably the least
expensive 1949 acquisition would be a C-series Military & Police, or Pre-Model 10, in the C50000 to C75000 range. Unfortunately I'm confident that what David has said is right on the money. Of course anything is possible with Smiths and that number is only about 14,000 over reported post war comencment of 32 HE production, so if you letter it, be
sure to let us know. The database has some big holes in it for the period of your gun. If you join the SWCA you could post to Roy Jinks and get the shipping date. And if the date is wrong move your BD year up, we can all use a few extra years. I have 2, Ser # 5379XX shipped Nov 1949, Ser # 5622XX shipped 1957. Last edited: Sep 9, 2011 For
whatever help it is, I have S/N 60009X, with ship date of Jan. 1953. As you can see, S&W did not ship in S/N order, as S&WOldtimer has # 5622XX having been shipped in 57. Thanks, guys. I guess in view of the confused and convoluted sequence of releases of these particular (low priority) items at that time in the history of S&W a letter for my
specific SN is the only way to go. Even SCSW 3 adds to the confusion by saying that the first post-War specimens were released in 1946, a statement that seems to be completely incorrect in view of current data. I've been told that members of one of the Brand Collectors' Associations (S&W, Colt, Winchester, etc) were able to make a phone call and
quickly get an oral or written SN check (only) for their particular specimen so they could further decide whether the time and expense of a formal letter was merited. Is that true of SWCA? Is that what Hondo44 is alluding to? Froggie PS I probably would like to move my birthday back to a few years later, but it would interfere with my retirement and
Social Security. One of the benefits of SWCA membership is that you can request a ship date from Roy Jinks on the SWCA members only website. i have 5346XX. i haven't lettered it, but it has the old pre-war features; hourglass latch, fine, square-corner checkering on small service grips (numbered to it), and the barrel is inscribed on the left side,
with nothing on the right side (very early post-war usually). it has the 4-line address, so it was definitely after the 4-line order. i am assuming late 49ish on a ship-date. my opinion (worth what you pay for it!) is that the 2 inchers were so few and far between, that the numbers didn't always fall into a logical sequence. the features themselves are
sometimes not really even logical. you would think that the hourglass latches would be used up 'til gone, then the later sculpted latch, then the "oval" flat latch. you would think the older square-corner checkering grips would be exhausted, then the round-corner checker grips, then the i-frame diamond magnas. i think that one thing that seems logical
is that the time frame that the round sight/small service grips were used was very short. there seem to be very, very few post-war guns with the sharp/square corner checkering pattern. i don't think i have ever seen them on a terrier, and the pool is so small for chiefs, that it is just too hard to say if any of them had them. i think they were gone very
quickly. the round corner checkered grips seem to pop up for a tad longer. most of the early post-war 32s you run across have them, and every pre-magna terrier and chief i have ever seen a pic of has them. i think this is a very important "time-frame" marker, because the chiefs' production run HAD to be very, very short. the round sights, service
grips, and sculpted latches were all gone inside the first 100 serial numbers of the chief. after that, EVERYTHING seems like it would have had magnas. it just doesn't seem logical to still have "oldies" laying around, and just put them together randomly, although that may very well be how it really happened! again, i think the 2 inch guns (32, terrier,
and chief) were such tiny production numbers that they sometimes might have had an unusual combination of features. here is a terrier with the "round corner checkering field", and the "newer" old latch. i really think these little guns are a very interesting area of s&w research/collecting! i have 5346XX. i haven't lettered it, but it has the old pre-war
features; hourglass latch, fine, square-corner checkering on small service grips (numbered to it), and the barrel is inscribed on the left side, with nothing on the right side (very early post-war usually). it has the 4-line address, so it was definitely after the 4-line order. i am assuming late 49ish on a ship-date. my opinion (worth what you pay for it!) is
that the 2 inchers were so few and far between, that the numbers didn't always fall into a logical sequence. the features themselves are sometimes not really even logical. you would think that the hourglass latches would be used up 'til gone, then the later sculpted latch, then the "oval" flat latch. you would think the older square-corner checkering
grips would be exhausted, then the round-corner checker grips, then the i-frame diamond magnas. i think that one thing that seems logical is that the time frame that the round sight/small service grips were used was very short. there seem to be very, very few post-war guns with the sharp/square corner checkering pattern. i don't think i have ever
seen them on a terrier, and the pool is so small for chiefs, that it is just too hard to say if any of them had them. i think they were gone very quickly. the round corner checkered grips seem to pop up for a tad longer. most of the early post-war 32s you run across have them, and every pre-magna terrier and chief i have ever seen a pic of has them. i
think this is a very important "time-frame" marker, because the chiefs' production run HAD to be very, very short. the round sights, service grips, and sculpted latches were all gone inside the first 100 serial numbers of the chief. after that, EVERYTHING seems like it would have had magnas. it just doesn't seem logical to still have "oldies" laying
around, and just put them together randomly, although that may very well be how it really happened! i really think these little guns are a very interesting area of s&w research/collecting! arl5ed, You sure have two exquisite examples of early post war HEs. I agree with your logic about their scarcity and early variations not following serial number
sequence. That 1st one has as many early characteristics as can be found. Even to the point of having flat silver pre war medallions in the grips. And the double hourglass thumblatch is the very 1st post war style, top photo below, similar to the pre war except most likely not undercut like the pre war in bottom photo below: Immediate post war double
hourglass thumblatch without relief cut under checkered pad. Pre war double hourglass thumblatch showing relief cut under checkered pad. Your second gun has the 3rd style post war thumpiece and skipped the 2nd type, single hourglass, often seen on improved I frames and completely out of order ("the bottom of the bin Syndrome" again). The 1/2
round front sight, which outlasted the service grips, extended up into the improved I frame, however it was replaced by the ramp front sight with barrel rib prior to the introduction of the Model of 1953. As near as I can tell, the Mod 1953 also introduced the 1st style oval flat latch to the I frame. But you can bet that wasn't a clean transition either.
I'm hooked on these '50s I frame variations. ha! i love learning about these things! i will check my latch immediately for the undercut. i had about determined that the round sight was the last thing to go. i have an improved i-frame 32 with magnas (numbered to it) that has the later sculpted latch, so i am thinking the last sculpted latch was the "next
to last" thing to go. we pretty much know when the 4-line address starts to appear. i figure the left-side-only barrel address was the very first thing to go. i have seen it on several 2-inch m&ps that lettered to 1946, and very, very seldom see it on small frame post-war snubbies. i figure the fine checker/square-corner grips were the next thing to go
away, and the early latch right about the same time. i'd say that shortly after that the round corner grips were completely replaced by the small magnas. i don't think i have ever seen anything with service grips on an improved i-frame. then, i think the latch was changed to the first iteration of the flat latch. then, the round sight. i have definitely seen
flat-latch/magna guns with the round sight. with all that speculation (!), we KNOW when the chiefs appeared, and the very first ones had the round sight, later (3rd?) sculpted latch, and round-corner small service grips. i honestly think that the very earliest production of the chiefs was literally using up the very last "early" stuff in the bins. very, very
quickly the chiefs were in basically "modern" trim (magnas, flat-latch, and ramp sight). i think the chiefs are so rare as to not be of much help, and about the same with the 32s. where we could really check on overlap and funky combinations is with the terriers. they were in full production well before the war, and, i suppose immediately after civilian
production cranked back up. right through these interesting transitional years. them having their own serial sequence is helpful, too. if they just weren't so stinkin' hard to find! i have carefully looked over two prewar (one-line) terriers, one from 38, and one from 39. both had the black hard-rubber grips, and both had been subject to very stinky
refinishes! anyway! those are my humble observations/speculations. as i said earlier, this is a very interesting area of s&w modernization/transition. i honestly THINK that they were thinking about snubs immediately after the war. i think they played with 32s very quickly, almost surely in 1948. maybe even bouncing around in heads as early as 47....or
46!?7?7?! then the chiefs appear, pretty much stretching the "little snubby" envelope to the max, with a brand new frame, and a full-power cartridge. the chiefs finished off the early features probably within a couple or three weeks, at most. maybe just days! at any rate, a tremendous amount of change occurred at a pretty quick rate! finding new
combinations is extremely exciting to me. i about hyperventilated when i ran across the early 32! good grief! it doesn't take much to get me excited any more! i am getting old!!! i checked the early 32, and it definitely does have the undercut latch! i appreciate the clear pics, and info. arl5ed, except for cosmetic wear and caliber, that sweetheart of a
Terrier could be my .32 HE snubbie's twin. The shape of the borders of the checkering, the later (?) thumb latch, the style of markings, it all matches perfectly. By the time my improved I-frame .32 HE (still a 5 screw, but with ramp front sight and type 2 flat latch, as well as being a 3 incher) things had changed considerably... in fact, only the short
grip with round-cornered borders (but on magmas) and the small frame remain. Its serial number is only 5133 higher than my snubbie, but it just "aint the same." While its condition is a couple of grades higher than that of the earlier gun, that coil spring "improvement" just kinda grates on my sensibilities. Now if I could just find a shooter grade
example like your Terrier, I'd be a happy camper... until my next "gotta have one" discovery struck! Froggie Last edited: Sep 9, 2011 i checked the early 32, and it definitely does have the undercut latch! i appreciate the clear pics, and info. Outstanding, I was hoping it did. It's the 1st I've personally observed, and confirmed albeit with your eyes but
that's good enough for me! Together with the fully pre war service grips including flat silver medallions, a truly very limited specimen and in such collectible condition! g.f. man, the terriers are becoming very hard to unearth! in any condition. i am always on the lookout for them. there has to be some of them out in the big world! we just have to keep
diggin"! i know what you mean about the leaf-springers. i love them!!! thanks, hondo. i honestly think the little guy is just about as it would have been in '41 or '42. it surely just sat around on a workbench, in a box, unfinished, until they started the 4-line address. or possibly was just one of the very, very first 4-line 2-inchers they put together. it is the
lowest serial numbered 4-line 2-incher i have ever seen, anywhere, and it is the only 2-inch 32 i have ever seen with the "plain" right side of the barrel. i apologize for a question, but one thing i have wondered about is the hammer block. can someone post a pic of what the pre-war/postwar/post 4-line hammer block differences are? many thanks, and i
appreciate everyone's help in my slow education! Well, it hadda happen! I went to the Salem, VA Gun Show today to drop off a presold gun to a friend/dealer. While I was there, I looked around at the old Smiths and what to my wondering eyes should appear but a Baby Chief! It is well worn but not abused, the grips are of the original type, but I'm
having hard time making out the number stamped inside. This example has the serrated ramp front sight and the second style flat latch and bears serial number 42XXX. It's still early enough to be a 5 screw. I know I would be happier with a true Post-War Terrier, but this little guy just jumped up at me and the owner cut me a deal appropriate to the
finish. Anyway, it came home with me and is getting to know its older brother the .32 HE Snubbie that started this thread. So far it appears that they will play nicely together and be willing to share the same holsters and gun rugs. All is well with the World for the moment! Froggie PS I know it's got that *@##% coil spring in it, but it is a true Baby
with the round trigger guard and short grip frame, so I'll force myself to live with it. i apologize for a question, but one thing i have wondered about is the hammer block. can someone post a pic of what the pre-war/postwar/post 4-line hammer block differences are? many thanks, and i appreciate everyone's help in my slow education! Nothing to
apologize for. You can see the hammer block by cocking a post war gun. Look in the hammer channel just under the firing pin (on 22) or under firing pin slot on centerfire. In the post war you'll see an extra little part that goes up and down with trigger movement and it rides in a slot on the inside of the sideplate. In a pre war gun you won't see that
part. It's the 1st thing to fall out when you remove the side plate on a post war gun. Fast forward 7 minutes into this video and you can watch it being removed. SMITH & WESSON MODEL 10 SERVICE REVOLVER PART 1 - YouTube
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