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A	debate	is	a	formal	discussion	about	a	topic	where	two	sides	present	opposing	viewpoints.	Debates	follow	a	specific	structure:	each	side	is	given	time	to	speak	either	for	or	against	the	topic	at	hand.	Many	students	study	debate	in	high	school	to	improve	their	speaking	skills.	As	a	debater,	you	learn	how	to	clearly	structure	and	present	an	argument.
The	skills	you	develop	as	a	debater	will	help	you	on	everything	from	a	college	admissions	interview	to	a	job	presentation.	Selecting	debate	topics	is	one	of	the	most	important	parts	of	debating.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explain	how	to	select	a	good	debate	topic	and	give	suggestions	for	debate	topics	you	can	use.	How	to	Select	Good	Debate	Topics	A	good
debate	topic	is	one	that	lets	the	participants	and	the	audience	learn	about	both	sides	of	an	issue.	Consider	the	following	factors	when	selecting	a	debate	topic:	Interest:	Are	you	interested	in	the	topic?	Would	the	topic	be	interesting	to	your	fellow	classmates,	as	well	as	to	the	audience	listening	to	the	debate?	Selecting	a	topic	that	you’re	interested	in
makes	the	preparation	part	of	the	debate	more	exciting,	as	well	as	the	debate	more	lively.	Argument	Potential:	You	want	to	choose	a	debate	topic	that	has	solid	argument	potential.	If	one	side	is	clearly	right,	or	if	there	isn’t	a	lot	of	available	information,	you’ll	have	a	hard	time	crafting	a	solid	debate.	Availability	of	Data:	Data	points	make	an	argument
more	robust.	You’ll	want	to	select	a	topic	with	lots	of	empirical	data	that	you	can	pull	from	to	bolster	your	argument.	Now	that	we	know	how	to	select	a	debate	topic,	let’s	look	at	a	list	of	good	debate	topics.	Debate	Topics	Master	List	If	you’re	searching	for	your	next	debate	topic,	here	are	some	suggestions.	Social	and	Political	Issues	Debate	Topics	All
people	should	have	the	right	to	own	guns.	The	death	penalty	should	be	abolished.	Human	cloning	should	be	legalized.	All	drugs	should	be	legalized.	Animal	testing	should	be	banned.	Juveniles	should	be	tried	and	treated	as	adults.	Climate	change	is	the	greatest	threat	facing	humanity	today.	Violent	video	games	should	be	banned.	The	minimum	wage
should	be	$15	per	hour.	All	people	should	have	Universal	Basic	Income.	Sex	work	should	be	legal.	Countries	should	be	isolationist.	Abortion	should	be	banned.	Every	citizen	should	be	mandated	to	perform	national	public	service.	Bottled	water	should	be	banned.	Plastic	bags	should	be	banned.	Education	Debate	Topics	Homework	should	be	banned.
Public	prayer	should	not	be	allowed	in	schools.	Schools	should	block	sites	like	YouTube,	Facebook,	and	Instagram	on	their	computers.	School	uniforms	should	be	required.	Standardized	testing	should	be	abolished.	All	students	should	have	an	after-school	job	or	internship.	School	should	be	in	session	year-round.	All	high	school	athletes	should	be	drug
tested.	Detention	should	be	abolished.	All	student	loan	debt	should	be	eliminated.	Homeschooling	is	better	than	traditional	schooling.	All	schools	should	have	armed	security	guards.	Religion	should	be	taught	in	schools.	All	schools	should	be	private	schools.	All	students	should	go	to	boarding	schools.	Sexual	education	should	be	mandatory	in	schools.
Public	college	should	be	tuition	free.	All	teachers	should	get	tenure.	All	school	districts	should	offer	school	vouchers.	Health	Debate	Topics	Healthcare	should	be	universal.	Cosmetic	procedures	should	be	covered	by	health	insurance.	All	people	should	be	vegetarians.	Euthanasia	should	be	banned.	The	drinking	age	should	be	18.	Vaping	should	be
banned.	Smoking	should	be	banned	in	all	public	places.	People	should	be	legally	required	to	get	vaccines.	Obesity	should	be	labeled	a	disease.	Sexual	orientation	is	determined	at	birth.	The	sale	of	human	organs	should	be	legalized.	Birth	control	should	be	for	sale	over	the	counter.	Technology	Debate	Topics	Social	media	has	improved	human
communication.	The	development	of	artificial	intelligence	will	help	humanity.	Individuals	should	own	their	own	DNA.	Humans	should	invest	in	technology	to	explore	and	colonize	other	planets.	Governments	should	invest	in	alternative	energy	sources.	Net	neutrality	should	be	restored.	Bitcoin	and	other	cryptocurrencies	should	be	encouraged	or
banned.	Alternative	energy	can	effectively	replace	fossil	fuels.	Cell	phone	radiation	is	dangerous	and	should	be	limited.	How	to	Prepare	for	a	Debate	Once	you’ve	selected	your	debate	topic,	the	next	step	is	to	prepare	for	your	debate.	Follow	these	steps	as	you	get	ready	to	take	the	podium.	Read	Your	Evidence	The	most	important	step	to	building	your
debate	confidence	is	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	evidence	available.	You’ll	want	to	select	reputable	sources	and	use	empirical	data	effectively.	The	more	well	read	on	your	topic	you	are,	the	better	you’ll	be	able	to	defend	your	position	and	anticipate	the	other	side’s	arguments.	Anticipate	the	Other	Side’s	Arguments	As	part	of	your	debate,	you’ll
need	to	rebut	the	other	side’s	arguments.	It’s	important	to	prepare	ahead	of	time	to	guess	what	they’ll	be	talking	about.	You’ll	bolster	your	own	side’s	argument	if	you’re	able	to	effectively	dismantle	what	the	other	side	is	saying.	Plan	to	Fill	Your	Speech	Time	Each	speaker	at	a	debate	is	limited	to	a	certain	amount	of	time.	You	should	plan	to	use	every
second	of	the	time	that	you’re	allotted.	Make	sure	you	practice	your	talking	points	so	that	you	know	you’re	within	the	time	frame.	If	you’re	short,	add	in	more	evidence.	Practice	to	Build	Confidence	It	can	be	scary	to	take	the	stage	for	a	debate!	Practicing	ahead	of	time	will	help	you	build	confidence.	Remember	to	speak	slowly	and	clearly.	Even	if	your
argument	is	great,	it	won’t	matter	if	no	one	can	understand	it.	Final	Thoughts	Debate	is	a	great	way	to	hone	your	public	speaking	skills	and	get	practice	crafting	and	defending	an	argument.	Use	these	debate	topics	if	you're	searching	for	a	focus	for	your	next	debate.	What's	Next?	Looking	for	ways	to	keep	the	debate	going	in	non-academic	life?	Then
you'll	love	our	list	of	101	"this	or	that"	questions	to	argue	over	with	your	friends.	Thinking	about	how	you	can	use	your	argumentative	skills	in	a	future	career?	Read	up	on	the	five	steps	to	becoming	a	lawyer	to	see	if	that's	a	path	you	want	to	pursue.	Getting	ready	to	take	an	AP	test?	Here’s	a	list	of	practice	tests	for	every	AP	exam,	including	the	AP
literature	exam.	It	can	be	hard	to	schedule	time	to	study	for	an	AP	test	on	top	of	your	extracurriculars	and	normal	classwork.	Check	out	this	article	on	when	you	need	to	start	studying	for	your	AP	tests	to	make	sure	you’re	staying	on	track.	April	3,	2024	The	skill	of	writing	an	excellent	argumentative	essay	is	a	crucial	one	for	every	high	school	or
college	student	to	master.	In	sum,	argumentative	essays	teach	students	how	to	organize	their	thoughts	logically	and	present	them	in	a	convincing	way.	This	skill	is	helpful	not	only	for	those	pursuing	degrees	in	law,	international	relations,	or	public	policy,	but	for	any	student	who	wishes	to	develop	their	critical	thinking	faculties.	In	this	article,	we’ll
cover	what	makes	a	good	argument	essay	and	offer	several	argumentative	essay	topics	for	high	school	and	college	students.	Let’s	begin!	What	is	an	Argumentative	Essay?	An	argumentative	essay	is	an	essay	that	uses	research	to	present	a	reasoned	argument	on	a	particular	subject.	As	with	the	persuasive	essay,	the	purpose	of	an	argumentative	essay
is	to	sway	the	reader	to	the	writer’s	position.	However,	a	strong	persuasive	essay	makes	its	point	through	diligent	research	and	emotion	while	a	strong	argumentative	essay	should	be	based	solely	on	facts,	not	feelings.	Moreover,	each	fact	should	be	supported	by	clear	evidence	from	credible	sources.	Furthermore,	a	good	argumentative	essay	will	have
an	easy-to-follow	structure.	When	organizing	your	argumentative	essay,	use	this	format	as	a	guide:	Introduction	Supporting	body	paragraphs	Paragraph(s)	addressing	common	counterarguments	Conclusion	Argumentative	Essay	Format	In	the	introduction,	the	writer	presents	their	position	and	thesis	statement—a	sentence	that	summarizes	the
paper’s	main	points.	The	body	paragraphs	then	draw	upon	supporting	evidence	to	back	up	this	initial	statement,	with	each	paragraph	focusing	on	its	own	point.	The	length	of	your	paper	will	determine	the	amount	of	examples	you	need.	In	general,	you’ll	likely	need	at	least	two	to	three.	Additionally,	your	examples	should	be	as	detailed	as	possible,
citing	specific	research,	case	studies,	statistics,	or	anecdotes.	In	the	counterargument	paragraph,	the	writer	acknowledges	and	refutes	opposing	viewpoints.	Finally,	in	the	conclusion,	the	writer	restates	the	main	argument	made	in	the	thesis	statement	and	summarizes	the	points	of	the	essay.	Additionally,	the	conclusion	may	offer	a	final	proposal	to
persuade	the	reader	of	the	essay’s	position.	How	to	Write	an	Effective	Argumentative	Essay,	Step	by	Step	Choose	your	topic.	Use	the	list	below	to	help	you	pick	a	topic.	Ideally,	a	good	argumentative	essay	topic	will	be	meaningful	to	you—writing	is	always	stronger	when	you	are	interested	in	the	subject	matter.	In	addition,	the	topic	should	be	complex
with	plenty	of	“pro”	and	“con”	arguments.	Avoid	choosing	a	topic	that	is	either	widely	accepted	as	fact	or	too	narrow.	For	example,	“Is	the	earth	round?”	would	not	be	a	solid	choice.	Research.	Use	the	library,	the	web,	and	any	other	resources	to	gather	information	about	your	argumentative	essay	topic.	Research	widely	but	smartly.	As	you	go,	take
organized	notes,	marking	the	source	of	every	quote	and	where	it	may	fit	in	the	scheme	of	your	larger	essay.	Moreover,	remember	to	look	for	(and	research)	possible	counterarguments.	Outline.	Using	the	argument	essay	format	above,	create	an	outline	for	your	essay.	Then,	brainstorm	a	thesis	statement	covering	your	argument’s	main	points,	and
begin	to	put	your	examples	in	order,	focusing	on	logical	flow.	It’s	often	best	to	place	your	strongest	example	last.	Write.	Draw	on	your	research	and	outline	to	create	a	first	draft.	Remember,	your	first	draft	doesn’t	need	to	be	perfect.	(As	Voltaire	says,	“Perfect	is	the	enemy	of	good.”)	Accordingly,	just	focus	on	getting	the	words	down	on	paper.	Revise.
Be	your	own	critical	eye.	As	yourself:	Does	my	thesis	statement	need	to	be	adjusted?	Which	examples	feel	strongest?	Weakest?	Do	the	transitions	flow	smoothly?	Do	I	have	a	strong	opening	paragraph?	Does	the	conclusion	reinforce	my	argument?	Tips	for	Revising	an	Argument	Essay	Evaluating	your	own	work	can	be	difficult,	so	you	might	consider
the	following	strategies:	Read	your	work	aloud	to	yourself.	Record	yourself	reading	your	paper,	and	listen	to	the	recording.	Reverse	outline	your	paper.	Firstly,	next	to	each	paragraph,	write	a	short	summary	of	that	paragraph’s	main	points/idea.	Then,	read	through	your	reverse	outline.	Does	it	have	a	logical	flow?	If	not,	where	should	you	adjust?	Print
out	your	paper	and	cut	it	into	paragraphs.	What	happens	when	you	rearrange	the	paragraphs?	Good	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	for	Middle	School,	High	School,	and	College	Students	Family	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	Should	the	government	provide	financial	incentives	for	families	to	have	children	to	address	the	declining	birth	rate?	Should	we
require	parents	to	provide	their	children	with	a	certain	level	of	nutrition	and	physical	activity	to	prevent	childhood	obesity?	Should	parents	implement	limits	on	how	much	time	their	children	spend	playing	video	games?	Should	cell	phones	be	banned	from	family/holiday	gatherings?	Should	we	hold	parents	legally	responsible	for	their	children’s
actions?	Should	children	have	the	right	to	sue	their	parents	for	neglect?	Should	parents	have	the	right	to	choose	their	child’s	religion?	Are	spanking	and	other	forms	of	physical	punishment	an	effective	method	of	discipline?	Should	courts	allow	children	to	choose	where	they	live	in	cases	of	divorce?	Should	parents	have	the	right	to	monitor	teens’
activity	on	social	media?	Should	parents	control	their	child’s	medical	treatment,	even	if	it	goes	against	the	child’s	wishes?	Should	parents	be	allowed	to	post	pictures	of	their	children	on	social	media	without	their	consent?	Should	fathers	have	a	legal	say	in	whether	their	partners	do	or	do	not	receive	an	abortion?	Can	television	have	positive
developmental	benefits	on	children?	Should	the	driving	age	be	raised	to	prevent	teen	car	accidents?	Should	adult	children	be	legally	required	to	care	for	their	aging	parents?	Education	Argument	Essay	Topics	Should	schools	ban	the	use	of	technology	like	ChatGPT?	Are	zoos	unethical,	or	necessary	for	conservation	and	education?	To	what	degree
should	we	hold	parents	responsible	in	the	event	of	a	school	shooting?	Should	schools	offer	students	a	set	number	of	mental	health	days?	Should	school	science	curriculums	offer	a	course	on	combating	climate	change?	Should	public	libraries	be	allowed	to	ban	certain	books?	If	so,	what	types?	What	role,	if	any,	should	prayer	play	in	public	schools?
Should	schools	push	to	abolish	homework?	Are	gifted	and	talented	programs	in	schools	more	harmful	than	beneficial	due	to	their	exclusionary	nature?	Should	universities	do	away	with	Greek	life?	Should	schools	remove	artwork,	such	as	murals,	that	some	perceive	as	offensive?	Should	the	government	grant	parents	the	right	to	choose	alternative
education	options	for	their	children	and	use	taxpayer	funds	to	support	these	options?	Is	homeschooling	better	than	traditional	schooling	for	children’s	academic	and	social	development?	Should	we	require	schools	to	teach	sex	education	to	reduce	teen	pregnancy	rates?	Should	we	require	schools	to	provide	sex	education	that	includes	information
about	both	homosexual	and	heterosexual	relationships?	Should	colleges	use	affirmative	action	and	other	race-conscious	policies	to	address	diversity	on	campus?	Should	public	schools	remove	the	line	“under	God”	from	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance?	Should	college	admissions	officers	be	allowed	to	look	at	students’	social	media	accounts?	Should	schools
abolish	their	dress	codes,	many	of	which	unfairly	target	girls,	LGBTQ	students,	and	students	of	color?	Should	schools	be	required	to	stock	free	period	products	in	bathrooms?	Should	legacy	students	receive	preferential	treatment	during	the	college	admissions	process?	Are	school	“voluntourism”	trips	ethical?	Government	Argumentative	Essay	Topics
Should	the	U.S.	decriminalize	prostitution?	Should	the	U.S.	issue	migration	visas	to	all	eligible	applicants?	Should	the	federal	government	cancel	all	student	loan	debt?	Should	we	lower	the	minimum	voting	age?	If	so,	to	what?	Should	the	federal	government	abolish	all	laws	penalizing	drug	production	and	use?	Should	the	U.S.	use	its	military	power	to
deter	a	Chinese	invasion	of	Taiwan?	Should	the	U.S.	supply	Ukraine	with	further	military	intelligence	and	supplies?	Should	the	North	and	South	of	the	U.S.	split	up	into	two	regions?	Should	Americans	hold	up	nationalism	as	a	critical	value?	Should	we	permit	Supreme	Court	justices	to	hold	their	positions	indefinitely?	Should	Supreme	Court	justices	be
democratically	elected?	Is	the	Electoral	College	still	a	productive	approach	to	electing	the	U.S.	president?	Should	the	U.S.	implement	a	national	firearm	registry?	Is	it	ethical	for	countries	like	China	and	Israel	to	mandate	compulsory	military	service	for	all	citizens?	Should	the	U.S.	government	implement	a	ranked-choice	voting	system?	Should
institutions	that	benefited	from	slavery	be	required	to	provide	reparations?	Based	on	the	1619	project,	should	history	classes	change	how	they	teach	about	the	founding	of	the	U.S.?	Should	term	limits	be	imposed	on	Senators	and	Representatives?	If	so,	how	long?	Should	women	be	allowed	into	special	forces	units?	Should	the	federal	government
implement	stronger,	universal	firearm	licensing	laws?	Do	public	sex	offender	registries	help	prevent	future	sex	crimes?	Should	the	government	be	allowed	to	regulate	family	size?	Should	all	adults	legally	be	considered	mandated	reporters?	Should	the	government	fund	public	universities	to	make	higher	education	more	accessible	to	low-income
students?	Should	the	government	fund	universal	preschool	to	improve	children’s	readiness	for	kindergarten?	Health/Bioethics	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	Should	the	U.S.	government	offer	its	own	healthcare	plan?	In	the	case	of	highly	infectious	pandemics,	should	we	focus	on	individual	freedoms	or	public	safety	when	implementing	policies	to
control	the	spread?	Should	we	legally	require	parents	to	vaccinate	their	children	to	protect	public	health?	Is	it	ethical	for	parents	to	use	genetic	engineering	to	create	“designer	babies”	with	specific	physical	and	intellectual	traits?	Should	the	government	fund	research	on	embryonic	stem	cells	for	medical	treatments?	Should	the	government	legalize
assisted	suicide	for	terminally	ill	patients?	Should	organ	donation	be	mandatory?	Is	cloning	animals	ethical?	Should	cancer	screenings	start	earlier?	If	so,	what	age?	Is	surrogacy	ethical?	Should	birth	control	require	a	prescription?	Should	minors	have	access	to	emergency	contraception?	Should	hospitals	be	for-profit	or	nonprofit	institutions?	Good
Argumentative	Essay	Topics	—	Continued	Social	Media	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	Should	the	federal	government	increase	its	efforts	to	minimize	the	negative	impact	of	social	media?	Do	social	media	and	smartphones	strengthen	one’s	relationships?	Should	antitrust	regulators	take	action	to	limit	the	size	of	big	tech	companies?	Should	social	media
platforms	ban	political	advertisements?	Should	the	federal	government	hold	social	media	companies	accountable	for	instances	of	hate	speech	discovered	on	their	platforms?	Do	apps	such	as	TikTok	and	Instagram	ultimately	worsen	the	mental	well-being	of	teenagers?	Should	governments	oversee	how	social	media	platforms	manage	their	users’	data?
Should	social	media	platforms	like	Facebook	enforce	a	minimum	age	requirement	for	users?	Should	social	media	companies	be	held	responsible	for	cases	of	cyberbullying?	Should	the	United	States	ban	TikTok?	Is	social	media	harmful	to	children?	Should	employers	screen	applicants’	social	media	accounts	during	the	hiring	process?	Religion
Argument	Essay	Topics	Should	religious	institutions	be	tax-exempt?	Should	religious	symbols	such	as	the	hijab	or	crucifix	be	allowed	in	public	spaces?	Should	religious	freedoms	be	protected,	even	when	they	conflict	with	secular	laws?	Should	the	government	regulate	religious	practices?	Should	we	allow	churches	to	engage	in	political	activities?
Religion:	a	force	for	good	or	evil	in	the	world?	Should	the	government	provide	funding	for	religious	schools?	Is	it	ethical	for	healthcare	providers	to	deny	abortions	based	on	religious	beliefs?	Should	religious	organizations	be	allowed	to	discriminate	in	their	hiring	practices?	Should	we	allow	people	to	opt	out	of	medical	treatments	based	on	their
religious	beliefs?	Should	the	U.S.	government	hold	religious	organizations	accountable	for	cases	of	sexual	abuse	within	their	community?	Should	religious	beliefs	be	exempt	from	anti-discrimination	laws?	Should	religious	individuals	be	allowed	to	refuse	services	to	others	based	on	their	beliefs	or	lifestyles?	(As	in	this	famous	case.)	Should	the	US	ban
religion-based	federal	holidays?	Should	public	schools	be	allowed	to	teach	children	about	religious	holidays?	Science	Argument	Essay	Topics	Would	the	world	be	safer	if	we	eliminated	nuclear	weapons?	Should	scientists	bring	back	extinct	animals?	If	so,	which	ones?	Should	we	hold	companies	fiscally	responsible	for	their	carbon	footprint?	Should	we
ban	pesticides	in	favor	of	organic	farming	methods?	Should	the	federal	government	ban	all	fossil	fuels,	despite	the	potential	economic	impact	on	specific	industries	and	communities?	What	renewable	energy	source	should	the	U.S.	invest	more	money	in?	Should	the	FDA	outlaw	GMOs?	Should	we	worry	about	artificial	intelligence	surpassing	human
intelligence?	Should	the	alternative	medicine	industry	be	more	stringently	regulated?	Is	colonizing	Mars	a	viable	option?	Is	the	animal	testing	worth	the	potential	to	save	human	lives?	Sports	Argument	Essay	Topics	Should	colleges	compensate	student-athletes?	How	should	sports	teams	and	leagues	address	the	gender	pay	gap?	Should	youth	sports
teams	do	away	with	scorekeeping?	Should	we	ban	aggressive	contact	sports	like	boxing	and	MMA?	Should	professional	sports	associations	mandate	that	athletes	stand	during	the	national	anthem?	Should	high	schools	require	their	student-athletes	to	maintain	a	certain	GPA?	Should	transgender	athletes	compete	in	sports	according	to	their	gender
identity?	Should	schools	ban	football	due	to	the	inherent	danger	it	poses	to	players?	Should	performance-enhancing	drugs	be	allowed	in	sports?	Do	participation	trophies	foster	entitlement	and	unrealistic	expectations?	Should	sports	teams	be	divided	by	gender?	Should	professional	athletes	be	allowed	to	compete	in	the	Olympics?	Should	women	be
allowed	on	NFL	teams?	Technology	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	Should	sites	like	DALL-E	compensate	the	artists	whose	work	it	was	trained	on?	Should	the	federal	government	make	human	exploration	of	space	a	more	significant	priority?	Is	it	ethical	for	the	government	to	use	surveillance	technology	to	monitor	citizens?	Should	websites	require	proof
of	age	from	their	users?	If	so,	what	age?	Should	we	consider	A.I.-generated	images	and	text	pieces	of	art?	Does	the	use	of	facial	recognition	technology	violate	individuals’	privacy?	Is	online	learning	as	effective	as	in-person	learning?	Does	computing	harm	the	environment?	Should	buying,	sharing,	and	selling	collected	personal	data	be	illegal?	Are
electric	cars	really	better	for	the	environment?	Should	car	companies	be	held	responsible	for	self-driving	car	accidents?	Should	private	jets	be	banned?	Do	violent	video	games	contribute	to	real-life	violence?	Business	Argument	Essay	Topics	Should	the	U.S.	government	phase	out	the	use	of	paper	money	in	favor	of	a	fully	digital	currency	system?
Should	the	federal	government	abolish	its	patent	and	copyright	laws?	Should	we	replace	the	Federal	Reserve	with	free-market	institutions?	Is	free-market	ideology	responsible	for	the	U.S.	economy’s	poor	performance	over	the	past	decade?	Will	cryptocurrencies	overtake	natural	resources	like	gold	and	silver?	Is	capitalism	the	best	economic	system?
What	system	would	be	better?	Should	the	U.S.	government	enact	a	universal	basic	income?	Should	we	require	companies	to	provide	paid	parental	leave	to	their	employees?	Should	the	government	raise	the	minimum	wage?	If	so,	to	what?	Should	antitrust	regulators	break	up	large	companies	to	promote	competition?	Is	it	ethical	for	companies	to
prioritize	profits	over	social	responsibility?	Should	gig-economy	workers	like	Uber	and	Lyft	drivers	be	considered	employees	or	independent	contractors?	Should	the	federal	government	regulate	the	gig	economy	to	ensure	fair	treatment	of	workers?	Should	the	government	require	companies	to	disclose	the	environmental	impact	of	their	products?
Should	companies	be	allowed	to	fire	employees	based	on	political	views	or	activities?	Should	tipping	practices	be	phased	out?	Should	employees	who	choose	not	to	have	children	be	given	the	same	amount	of	paid	leave	as	parents?	Should	MLMs	(multi-level	marketing	companies)	be	illegal?	Should	employers	be	allowed	to	factor	tattoos	and	personal
appearance	into	hiring	decisions?	In	Conclusion	–	Argument	Essay	Topics	Using	the	tips	above,	you	can	effectively	structure	and	pen	a	compelling	argumentative	essay	that	will	wow	your	instructor	and	classmates.	Remember	to	craft	a	thesis	statement	that	offers	readers	a	roadmap	through	your	essay,	draw	on	your	sources	wisely	to	back	up	any
claims,	and	read	through	your	paper	several	times	before	it’s	due	to	catch	any	last-minute	proofreading	errors.	With	time,	diligence,	and	patience,	your	essay	will	be	the	most	outstanding	assignment	you’ve	ever	turned	in…until	the	next	one	rolls	around.	Looking	for	more	fresh	and	engaging	topics	for	use	in	the	classroom?	You	might	consider
checking	out	the	following:	bookmark	Controversial	debate	topics	are	always	interesting!	Hearing	both	sides	of	a	passionate	or	heated	argument	can	be	eye-opening	and	can	help	open	the	minds	of	others	to	a	new	perspective!	Whether	in	public	schools	or	private	schools,	many	topics	can	be	debated	by	students	that	can	have	varied	viewpoints	and
opinions.	Check	out	this	extensive	list	of	150	controversial	issues	and	debate	questions	which	are	sure	to	spark	ongoing	discussion!		1.	Is	it	fair	to	expect	people	to	take	drug	tests	in	order	to	receive	government	assistance?		2.	Has	technology	had	an	impact	on	the	level	of	laziness	in	society?	3.	Should	the	death	penalty	still	exist?	4.	Should	voting
should	be	required	for	all	citizens?	5.	Should	the	voting	age	be	lowered?	6.	Is	the	minimum	wage	a	fair,	and	reasonable,	livable	wage	in	the	United	States?	7.	How	can	cyberbullying	be	prevented?		8.	Will	cryptocurrency	take	the	place	of	our	current	currency?	9.	Should	a	specific	daily	leisure	time	be	exchanged	for	a	yearly	vacation?	10.	Is	the	best
government	structure	democracy?	11.	Should	same-sex	marriage	be	allowed?	12.	Should	drug	legalization	happen	in	the	United	States?	13.	Does	social	media	have	an	impact	on	mental	illness?	14.	Do	white	people	have	a	different	perspective	than	people	of	other	races?	15.	Will	public	libraries	disappear	in	time?	16.	Is	world	peace	even	a	remote
possibility?	17.	Is	it	wrong	for	devices	to	listen	to	your	conversations?	18.	Human	trafficking	is	one	of	the	greatest	problems	in	our	current	society.	19.	Should	immigrants	automatically	be	granted	citizenship?	20.	Are	immigrants	a	problem	or	a	benefit?	21.	Is	gun	control	fair	and	appropriate?	22.	People	should	be	fined	for	crimes	based	on	their
income.	23.	Should	abortion	be	considered	acceptable	if	the	unborn	baby	is	sick?	24.	Can	blind	people	be	considered	racist?	25.	Is	art	therapy	beneficial	to	mental	health	wellness?	26.	Smartphones	can	actually	damage	our	IQs.		27.	Is	it	ethical	for	doctors	to	promote	medications?	28.	Is	it	fair	for	people	without	health	insurance	to	still	receive	health
care?	29.	Is	space	exploration	still	important?	30.	Educators	should	be	paid	more	than	professional	athletes.		31.	Do	aliens	really	exist?		32.	Is	animal	testing	something	that	should	be	completely	banned?	33.	Is	plastic	something	we	should	still	be	making?	34.	Should	all	people	have	the	right	to	internet	access?	35.	Is	our	society	too	reliant	on
technology?	36.	Should	there	be	a	limit	on	how	many	plastic	bags	can	be	used	by	each	person?	37.	Cybersecurity	is	not	very	protective.		38.		Is	global	warming	something	that	can	be	prevented?	39.	Electric	vehicles	can	solve	the	issue	of	pollution.		40.	Technology	isolates	people	and	makes	them	lonely.		41.	Considering	obese	people,	should	obesity	be
considered	a	personal	problem	or	more	of	a	problem	of	society	for	American	life?	42.	Should	there	be	a	legal	age	for	teens	to	drink	energy	drinks?	43.	Should	abortion	be	allowed?		44.	Should	vaccinations	be	mandatory	for	educational	institutions	and	job	places?	45.	Because	Covid	is	so	widespread,	should	everyone	be	required	to	get	the	vaccine?	46.
Dieting	is	a	serious	danger	to	your	overall	health.	47.	Should	marijuana	be	allowed	for	use	recreationally?	48.	Should	junk	food	and	fast	food	be	banned	in	schools?	49.	You	should	be	able	to	buy	HIV	tests	at	the	store,	like	pregnancy	tests.	50.	Should	soda	be	banned?	51.	Is	genetic	testing	immoral?	52.	Is	suicide	assistance	immoral	for	terminally	ill
patients?	53.	Should	there	be	a	limit	on	how	many	pets	people	can	own?	54.	Would	be	taxing	sugary	and	junk	foods	prevent	obesity?	55.	Should	fast	food	restaurants	be	banned?	56.	Should	a	college	education	be	paid	for	by	the	federal	government?	57.	Are	private	schools	better	than	public	schools?	58.	Is	online	schooling	better	than	traditional
schooling	for	public	school	students?	59.	Should	teachers	be	allowed	to	carry	guns	to	work	each	day?	60.	Should	homework	still	be	given	in	K-12	schools	in	this	day	and	age?	61.	Should	K-12	schools	require	students	to	take	a	whole	course	about	responsibility?	62.	Is	corporal	punishment	in	schools	a	fair	thing	to	keep	around?	63.	Would	it	be	better	for
students	to	wear	school	uniforms?	64.	Should	religious	beliefs	be	kept	out	of	schools	completely?	65.	Should	public	service	work	be	a	punishment	for	teenagers	who	get	into	trouble	at	school?	66.	Should	all	fees	be	stopped	for	schooling?	67.	Condoms	should	be	available	at	school.	68.	Should	all	students	be	provided	with	laptops	at	school?	69.	Should
the	high	school	where	students	go,	also	provide	child	care	for	students	with	children	of	their	own?	70.	School	should	only	be	four	days	per	week.		71.	Should	all	students	be	required	to	experience	work	life	by	getting	a	part-time	job?	72.	Teachers	should	be	allowed	to	carry	guns	as	protection.		73.	Should	students	be	tracked	online	at	school?	74.
Should	cell	phones	be	allowed	in	classrooms?	75.	Should	girls	be	confined	to	an	all-girls	school?	76.	Should	schools	allow	personal	days	for	students	when	they	need	a	break?	77.	Should	charter	schools	be	banned?	78.	Is	cheating	ok	if	you	studied	too?	79.	Students	should	be	able	to	choose	to	skip	a	grade	if	they	want.	80.	Video	games	should	take	the
place	of	assignments	at	school.		81.	Is	dance	really	a	sport?	82.	Should	there	be	a	minimum	age	for	a	babysitter?	83.	Should	a	parent	have	the	right	to	pierce	their	child’s	ears?	84.	Should	nuclear	weapons	be	allowed	in	any	way	or	should	they	be	totally	banned?	85.	Should	violent	video	games	be	banned	for	children	of	certain	ages	if	they	display	too
much	aggression	and	violence?	86.	Should	middle	school	students	have	a	cell	phone?	87.	Are	beauty	contests	an	ethical	issue?	88.	Should	state	borders	still	exist?	89.	Couples	should	not	be	allowed	to	adopt	from	overseas	countries.	90.	Children	are	given	too	many	trophies	in	present-day	times.		91.	Cell	phones	shouldn’t	be	given	to	children	under	the
age	of	16.	92.	Hunting	should	be	better	controlled	in	only	certain	areas.		93.	Should	prisoners	be	allowed	to	vote?	94.	Should	pregnant	teenagers	be	allowed	to	keep	their	babies?	95.	Should	homeless	people	be	allowed	to	keep	pets?	96.	Children	need	virtual	recess	instead	of	physical	recess.	97.	Is	a	woman’s	place	within	a	home	to	take	care	of	the
kids	and	the	home?	98.	Is	suicide	ever	the	answer?	99.	Should	computer	gaming	be	considered	a	sport?	100.	The	world	would	be	more	productive	with	more	women	leaders.	101.	Boarding	school	is	harmful	to	mental	health	and	should	be	banned.		102.	Should	citizens	who	are	eligible	to	vote	and	don’t,	be	fined?		103.	Children	should	be	taught	about
different	forms	of	sexuality.		104.	Students	should	never	be	allowed	to	be	expelled	from	school.		105.	Does	the	amount	of	streetlights	in	a	neighborhood	correlate	with	the	amount	of	crime?	106.	Should	underage	repeat	offenders	be	tried	as	adults	in	court?	107.	Is	health	care	in	prison	up	to	standards?	108.	The	Olympics	is	outdated	and	should	stop.
109.	College	students	should	be	drug	tested	regularly.		110.	Exams	should	be	given	online	in	the	comfort	of	your	own	home.	111.	Do	video	games	contribute	to	youth	violence?	112.	Should	cultural	artifacts	be	returned	to	their	country	of	origin?	113.	Is	fashion	a	form	of	art?	114.	Does	the	accessibility	of	music	streaming	devalue	artists’	work?	115.
Should	movies	and	TV	shows	be	more	politically	correct?	116.	Are	awards	shows	like	the	Oscars	still	relevant?	117.	Does	the	rise	of	e-books	devalue	the	traditional	book	industry?	118.	Can	art	be	separated	from	the	artist?	119.	Should	public	funding	be	used	for	the	arts?	120.	Is	it	important	to	preserve	traditional	forms	of	art	in	the	digital	age?	121.
Should	companies	be	taxed	more	heavily	for	environmental	damage?	122.	Is	a	cashless	society	a	good	idea?	123.	Should	countries	adopt	a	four-day	workweek?	124.	Can	trickle-down	economics	effectively	boost	an	economy?	125.	Are	trade	unions	still	relevant	today?	126.	Should	countries	cancel	student	debt?	127.	Is	economic	globalization	beneficial
for	all	countries	involved?	128.	Should	governments	invest	more	in	public	transportation?	129.	Can	entrepreneurship	solve	unemployment	issues?	130.	Is	it	ethical	for	companies	to	profit	from	healthcare?	131.	Are	zoos	ethical	in	the	context	of	animal	rights?	132.	Should	hydraulic	fracking	be	banned	due	to	environmental	concerns?	133.	Is	organic
farming	truly	better	for	the	environment?	134.	Should	there	be	stricter	regulations	on	pesticide	use?	135.	Is	the	current	focus	on	renewable	energy	overshadowing	the	need	for	energy	conservation?	136.	Are	electric	vehicles	the	best	solution	for	reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions?	137.	Should	countries	be	held	accountable	for	their	historical	carbon
emissions?	138.	Does	ecotourism	benefit	or	harm	the	environment?	139.	Is	overpopulation	a	key	environmental	concern?	140.	Should	we	invest	more	in	space	exploration	as	a	solution	to	Earth’s	resources	running	out?	141.	Are	trade	wars	beneficial	or	harmful	for	countries	involved?	142.	Should	NATO’s	role	be	reevaluated	in	the	21st	century?	143.
Can	sanctions	effectively	deter	countries	from	breaching	international	laws?	144.	Is	it	ethical	to	use	drones	in	warfare?	145.	Should	the	International	Criminal	Court	have	more	power?	146.	Does	the	concept	of	‘national	sovereignty’	hinder	global	cooperation?	147.	Are	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals	realistic?	148.	Is	the	concept	of	a	‘global
citizen’	feasible?	149.	Should	immigration	laws	be	more	lenient?	150.	Can	international	diplomacy	effectively	address	climate	change?	Debating	is	a	powerful	educational	tool	that	enhances	critical	thinking,	public	speaking,	and	the	ability	to	see	multiple	perspectives.	Whether	you’re	a	middle	school	student	or	in	college,	participating	in	debates	can
significantly	contribute	to	your	personal	and	academic	growth.	This	comprehensive	list	of	151	debate	topics	for	students	is	categorized	to	help	you	find	the	perfect	subject	for	your	next	debate.​	Also	Check:	Best	Tips	for	How	to	Learn	English	Easily	Debating	offers	numerous	benefits:​	Enhances	Critical	Thinking:	Analyzing	various	sides	of	an	issue
sharpens	reasoning	skills.	Improves	Public	Speaking:	Regular	practice	boosts	confidence	and	communication	abilities.​	Encourages	Research	Skills:	Preparing	for	debates	involves	thorough	investigation	and	fact-checking.​	Promotes	Empathy:	Understanding	opposing	viewpoints	fosters	empathy	and	open-mindedness.​	Selecting	the	right	topic	is	crucial
for	a	successful	debate.	Consider	the	following:	Interest	Level:	Choose	a	topic	that	excites	and	motivates	you.​	Audience	Appropriateness:	Ensure	the	topic	is	suitable	for	your	audience’s	age	and	knowledge	level.​	Availability	of	Research	Material:	Opt	for	topics	with	ample	resources	for	thorough	preparation.​	Balance:	Select	issues	with	clear	arguments
on	both	sides	to	facilitate	a	dynamic	debate.	Below	are	categorized	debate	topics	to	suit	various	interests	and	academic	levels:	Should	standardized	testing	be	abolished?​	Is	homework	beneficial	or	detrimental	to	student	learning?​	Should	school	uniforms	be	mandatory?​	Is	online	education	as	effective	as	traditional	schooling?​	Should	schools	teach
financial	literacy?​	Are	single-gender	schools	more	effective	than	co-ed	schools?​	Should	arts	education	be	prioritized	in	schools?​	Is	year-round	schooling	better	for	student	learning?​	Should	physical	education	be	mandatory	in	schools?​	Are	grades	an	accurate	reflection	of	a	student’s	abilities?​	Is	artificial	intelligence	a	threat	to	employment?​	Should
social	media	platforms	regulate	free	speech?​	Are	video	games	beneficial	or	harmful	to	children?​	Should	there	be	age	restrictions	on	smartphone	usage?​	Is	technology	making	people	more	socially	isolated?​	Should	governments	implement	regulations	on	internet	privacy?​	Are	self-driving	cars	safe?​	Should	cloning	be	legalized?​	Is	technology	addiction	a
real	issue?​	Should	net	neutrality	be	upheld?​	Is	climate	change	the	greatest	threat	to	humanity?	Should	single-use	plastics	be	banned?​	Is	nuclear	energy	a	viable	solution	to	the	energy	crisis?​	Should	animal	testing	be	prohibited?​	Are	electric	cars	truly	environmentally	friendly?​	Should	governments	impose	higher	taxes	on	carbon	emissions?​	Is
vegetarianism	better	for	the	environment?​	Should	water	be	privatized?​	Is	overpopulation	a	significant	environmental	concern?​	Should	fracking	be	banned?​	Should	voting	be	mandatory?​	Is	democracy	the	best	form	of	government?​	Should	there	be	term	limits	for	politicians?​	Is	censorship	ever	justified?​	Should	countries	have	open	borders?​	Is	the	two-
party	system	effective?​	Should	political	ads	be	banned?​	Is	nationalism	beneficial	or	harmful?​	Should	military	service	be	compulsory?​	Is	foreign	aid	effective?​	Should	the	death	penalty	be	abolished?​	Is	affirmative	action	fair?​	Should	euthanasia	be	legalized?​	Is	universal	basic	income	a	viable	solution	to	poverty?​	Should	hate	speech	be	a	criminal	offense?​
Is	feminism	still	relevant	today?​	Should	prostitution	be	legalized?​	Is	gun	control	an	effective	way	to	reduce	crime?​	Should	recreational	drugs	be	legalized?​	Is	gentrification	good	for	urban	development?	Is	genetic	engineering	ethical?	Should	animals	be	used	for	scientific	experiments?	Is	it	ethical	to	eat	meat?	Should	rich	people	be	taxed	more	heavily?
Is	surveillance	a	violation	of	privacy?	Should	parents	be	allowed	to	choose	their	baby’s	genes?	Is	it	ethical	to	use	performance-enhancing	drugs	in	sports?	Should	organ	donation	be	mandatory?	Is	it	ethical	to	clone	humans?	Should	schools	track	students’	online	activities?	Should	violent	video	games	be	banned?	Is	social	media	good	or	bad	for	society?
Should	celebrities	be	role	models?	Is	reality	TV	harmful	to	young	viewers?	Should	movies	be	censored?	Are	streaming	platforms	hurting	the	cinema	industry?	Is	news	media	biased?	Should	music	lyrics	be	censored?	Is	fame	more	harmful	than	beneficial?	Should	influencers	disclose	paid	promotions?	Should	space	exploration	be	funded	more?	Is	Mars
colonization	ethical?	Are	we	too	dependent	on	scientific	advancements?	Should	AI	make	healthcare	decisions?	Is	it	ethical	to	use	facial	recognition	technology?	Should	we	bring	extinct	animals	back	to	life?	Are	robots	taking	over	human	jobs?	Should	human	cloning	be	allowed?	Is	nuclear	power	safe?	Should	we	focus	more	on	renewable	energy?
Should	students	evaluate	teachers?	Is	school	the	best	place	to	learn	life	skills?	Should	mobile	phones	be	banned	in	schools?	Should	school	start	later	in	the	day?	Should	students	wear	uniforms?	Should	students	be	allowed	to	grade	themselves?	Should	students	have	a	say	in	school	rules?	Are	field	trips	necessary	in	education?	Should	competitive
exams	be	eliminated?	Should	schools	ban	junk	food?	Should	mental	health	education	be	mandatory	in	schools?	Is	fast	food	to	blame	for	obesity?	Should	vaccination	be	compulsory?	Should	physical	education	be	graded?	Is	a	plant-based	diet	healthier?	Should	energy	drinks	be	banned	for	minors?	Is	healthcare	a	basic	human	right?	Should	smoking	in
public	be	banned?	Should	schools	provide	free	sanitary	products?	Should	cosmetic	surgery	be	age-restricted?	Is	college	education	overrated?	Should	unpaid	internships	be	illegal?	Should	students	work	part-time	jobs?	Should	gap	years	be	encouraged?	Is	entrepreneurship	better	than	employment?	Should	college	athletes	be	paid?	Are	student	loans
worth	the	education?	Should	coding	be	taught	in	all	schools?	Is	academic	success	more	important	than	practical	skills?	Should	college	be	free	for	everyone?	Should	cultural	traditions	change	with	time?	Is	globalization	erasing	local	cultures?	Is	social	media	making	people	less	social?	Should	marriage	be	abolished	as	a	legal	contract?	Are	arranged
marriages	better	than	love	marriages?	Should	beauty	pageants	be	banned?	Should	national	anthems	be	played	in	schools?	Is	celebrating	festivals	necessary	in	modern	society?	Should	fashion	be	taught	in	school?	Are	books	better	than	movies?	Cats	vs	Dogs	–	which	are	better	pets?	Is	pineapple	on	pizza	acceptable?	Should	schools	ban	homework?	Is
summer	better	than	winter?	Should	students	be	allowed	to	pick	their	teachers?	Is	online	gaming	a	real	sport?	Should	exams	be	replaced	by	projects?	Should	there	be	a	dress	code	for	teachers?	Are	aliens	real?	Is	it	better	to	be	rich	or	famous?	Should	religious	education	be	compulsory?	Should	schools	remain	secular?	Is	science	in	conflict	with
religion?	Should	prayer	be	allowed	in	public	schools?	Should	holidays	be	inclusive	of	all	religions?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	change	their	religion	freely?	Are	religious	leaders	too	involved	in	politics?	Should	religion	influence	laws?	Is	atheism	on	the	rise	globally?	Should	religious	symbols	be	banned	in	public	spaces?	Should	zoos	be	banned?	Is	luck
more	important	than	hard	work?	Should	people	be	allowed	to	work	from	anywhere?	Are	superheroes	good	role	models?	Is	money	the	key	to	happiness?	Should	people	live	in	space	colonies?	Should	voting	age	be	lowered	to	16?	Is	reading	fiction	a	waste	of	time?	Should	time	travel	be	legal	if	it	existed?	Are	horoscopes	real?	Should	school	lunches	be
made	healthier?	Check	Reliable	research	resources.	Debating	helps	students	build	confidence,	express	opinions,	and	develop	respect	for	diverse	perspectives.	Whether	you’re	preparing	for	a	class	debate	or	practicing	for	competitions,	this	list	of	151	debate	topics	for	students	gives	you	a	broad	choice	of	ideas	suitable	for	all	levels.	It	can	be	tempting
to	steer	away	from	controversial	topics	in	the	classroom.	But	teaching	students	to	discuss	hot	topics	calmly	and	rationally	is	vital.	Show	them	how	to	think	critically	about	a	subject	and	then	use	facts	to	support	their	point	of	view.	These	controversial	topics	work	well	for	classroom	debates,	persuasive	essays,	argumentative	essays,	or	fishbowl
discussions.	Note:	Each	controversial	topic	includes	a	link	to	an	article	from	a	reliable	source	that	provides	pros	and/or	cons	to	help	students	make	their	arguments.	Jump	to:	Debating	is	a	great	way	for	students	to	hone	critical	thinking	and	communication	skills,	but	it	doesn’t	need	to	stop	at	the	podium.	Encourage	your	students	to	turn	their	debates
into	action	with	The	Edit,	a	digital	storytelling	challenge	from	NBCU	Academy	and	Adobe.	This	real-world	application	encourages	students	to	plan,	script,	and	produce	their	own	90-second	video	news	reports	on	important	wellness	topics.	Plus,	winning	classrooms	can	score	prizes	like	GoPros	and	Fandango	gift	cards!	Plus,	help	your	students	prep	for
any	kind	of	debate	with	our	free	graphic	organizers!	You	get	debate	rules	and	strategies,	along	with	differentiated	organizers	for	elementary	and	middle/high	school	students.	We	Are	Teachers	Schools	and	educational	materials	have	been	controversial	topics	for	hundreds	of	years.	And	no	one	is	better	poised	to	debate	these	issues	than	students!	It’s	a
good	opportunity	for	them	to	practice	swaying	an	audience	without	letting	their	own	emotions	get	in	the	way.	Many	people	have	strong	feelings	about	their	health,	bodies,	and	lifestyles,	making	controversial	ideas	like	the	ones	here	perfect	for	sparking	vigorous	debates.	Living	with	others	in	a	society	has	both	great	benefits	and	serious	challenges.
Finding	common	ground	is	especially	difficult	with	controversial	issues	like	these,	but	learning	to	debate	things	calmly	and	rationally	is	an	incredibly	important	skill.	Awaken	your	students’	social	consciences	with	controversies	like	the	death	penalty,	racial	equality	and	equity,	immigration,	and	more.	These	are	likely	to	be	some	of	the	hottest	debates
you	see,	so	help	students	keep	their	objectivity	and	learn	to	argue	using	verifiable	facts	instead	of	personal	emotion.	From	peace	vs.	war	to	whether	kids	should	play	contact	sports,	every	student	will	find	something	to	interest	them	in	these	debate	topics.	We	Are	Teachers	Are	you	looking	for	debate	topics	for	your	middle	and	high	school	students?
Well,	you	have	come	to	the	right	place.	Check	out	our	list	of	120	debate	topics	for	middle	and	high	school	students.	General	Debate	Topics		Should	we	ban	homework:	does	homework	promote	learning?	How	essential	is	a	college	education?	Banning	mobile	devices	(cell	phones,	smartphones)	at	schools:	yes	or	no?	Is	it	appropriate	to	allow	students	to
create	their	own	curricula?	Is	abortion	murder?	Are	violent	video	games	appropriate	entertainment	for	teenagers?	Does	social	media	contribute	to	teenage	suicide?	Does	modern	social	media	make	people	less	socially	active?	How	should	modern	society	respond	to	teenage	pregnancies?	Is	higher	education	a	necessary	prerequisite	for	an	individual’s
financial	success	in	the	future?	Topics	Related	to	Education	Are	private	schools	better	than	public	schools?	Should	education	be	privatized	entirely?	Are	student	loans	exploitative?	Does	the	traditional	classroom	address	contemporary	society’s	needs?	Is	allowing	teachers	to	carry	guns	on	campuses	a	good	idea?	Does	the	contemporary	grading	system
work?	Should	college	education	be	compulsory?	Is	it	appropriate	to	teach	religion	in	schools?	Is	homeschooling	better	than	a	public	or	private	school	education?	Is	it	fair	to	require	that	all	students	learn	at	least	one	foreign	language?	Social	Debate	Topics	Does	the	contemporary	policing	of	marginalized	communities	in	the	United	States	contribute	to
the	criminalization	of	youth?	Should	the	death	penalty	be	abolished	in	the	United	States?	Is	it	ethical	to	have	an	abortion	in	the	early	stages	of	pregnancy?	Does	peer	pressure	absolve	deliquent	teens	from	cupabilty?	Will	electronic	databases	fully	substitute	brick	and	mortar	libraries?	Is	cloning	ethically	acceptable?	Is	the	legalization	of	marijuana	a
food	idea?	Should	euthanasia	be	legalized?	Is	there	any	reason	to	raise	minimum	wages?	Drug	addicts:	Do	they	need	help	or	punishment?	Is	nationalism	beneficial	or	dangerous	in	the	context	of	globalization?	Environmental	Issues	Is	climate	change	already	irreversible?	Banning	plastic	bags	and	packaging:	yes	or	no?	Are	genetically	modified	foods	a
viable	solution?	Banning	zoos:	yes	or	no?	How	does	tourism	affect	the	environment?	Should	there	be	more	national	parks	in	the	United	States?	Is	banning	fracking	a	good	idea?	All	people	should	become	vegetarian.	What	is	organic	farming’s	role	in	agriculture’s	future?	Are	live	animal	exports	ethically	acceptable?	Political	Debate	Topics	Political
campaigns	should	not	be	allowed	to	accept	money	from.	Democracy	is	the	best	form	of	government.	Is	it	appropriate	for	governments	to	limit	their	citizens’	freedom	of	speech?	Are	taxes	that	increase	at	accelerating	rates	fair?	Limiting	terms	for	U.S.	senators	and	representatives	brings	more	harm	than	good.	Former	offenders	should	preserve	their
voting	rights.	Modern	patterns	of	incarceration	that	affect	minorities	more	than	whites	contribute	to	racial	inequality	in	the	US.	Is	it	necessary	for	a	political	leader	to	be	active	on	social	media?	Is	the	US	Constitution	a	living	document?	Should	the	Supreme	Court	judges	be	appointed	for	predetermined	fixed	periods?	Debate	Topics	Related	to
Parenting	Should	children	use	smartphones	without	parental	supervision?	Teenage	girls	having	access	to	birth	control	without	parental	supervision:	yes	or	no?	Should	parents	decide	which	career	their	children	will	pursue?	Parents	always	treat	their	children	fairly:	yes	or	no?	Is	it	ethically	permissible	for	parents	to		pick	the	genders	of	their	future
children?	Gay	couples	are	adopting	children:	pros	and	cons.	Should	parents	control	their	children’s	activities	on	social	media?	Is	parental	supervision	the	same	as	parental	control?	Teenage	children	and	completely	autonomous	decision-making:	should	parents	allow	this?	Is	parental	support	essential	for	the	future	success	of	children?	Technology
Topics	Will	technology	make	people	smarter?	Is	artificial	intelligence	dangerous?	Will	robots	increase	people’s	quality	of	life?	How	do	technological	advances	influence	us?	Will	humans	colonize	another	planet	soon?	Can	all	cars	become	electric?	Does	technology	intensify	human	communication?	Recent	developments	in	technology	transform	people’s
interests:	yes	or	no?	Can	people	save	nature	using	technology	(or	destroy	it)?	Do	laws	effectively	keep	up	with	changes	in	technology?	How	can	companies	like	Microsoft	AZ-104	Practice	Exam	Dumps	grow	their	ROI?	Healthcare	Topics	Justifying	the	legalization	of	recreational	marijuana:	yes	or	no?	Is	mandatory	vaccination	constitutional?	Alternative
medicine	and	its	impact	on	the	future	of	healthcare.	Does	technology	promote	our	health?	Modern	healthcare	and	antibiotics.	Is	drug	legalization	a	good	idea?	Does	globalization	promote	universal	healthcare?	Should	healthcare	services	for	all	citizens	be	fully	funded	by	the	government?	Should	the	government	be	allowed	to	force	parents	to	take	their
sick	children	to	the	hospital?	Can	competition	improve	the	quality	of	healthcare	services?	Debate	Topics	Related	to	Leisure	Is	a	summer	vacation	better	than	a	winter	vacation?	Encouraging	teenagers	to	read	books:	are	the	outcomes	encouraging?	Has	technology	changed	the	way	young	people	spend	their	leisure	time?	Has	social	media	taken	over
our	leisure	time?	Can	daily	leisure	time	be	a	substitute	for	a	yearly	vacation?	Is	leisure	time	essential	for	workplace	effectiveness?	Playing	video	games	during	leisure	time:	pros	and	cons.	Has	work-life	balance	changed	with	the	advent	of	technology?	Has	globalization	and	our	increased	mobility	changed	the	way	we	view	vacations?	Women	spend	their
leisure	time	differently	than	men.	Debating	Financial	and	Policy	Matters	Can	the	U.S.	government	ensure	the	country’s	financial	stability?	How	secure	is	mobile	banking?	Does	the	credit	industry	promote	or	hinder	economic	development?	Is	there	any	economic	justification	for	wars?	Should	wealthy	people	pay	higher	taxes	than	the	poor?	How	would
lowering	the	voting	age	impact	America’s	future?	Mass	incarceration	and	its	impact	on	U.S.	politics.	Mandatory	financial	education:	pros	and	cons.	Should	online	financial	advice	be	available	for	every	citizen?	Can	high	profitability	alone	justify	environmentally	hazardous	practices?	Debating	Historical	Matters	History	is	an	important	subject	that	all
students	should	learn:	yes	or	no?.	Is	King	Arthur	a	real	historical	figure	or	myth?	Knowledge	of	history	enriches	one’s	worldview:	yes	or	no?	What	role	did	Britain	play	during	the	First	World	War?	How	have	different	historians	interpreted	World	War	Two?	Was	there	any	justification	for	the	atomic	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	by	the	US?	How
shoudl	we	interpret	the	Revolutionary	War?	Ancient	Roman	culture	versus	contemporary	culture.	History	&	its	impact	on	the	future.	Modern	interracial	conflicts	evaluated	from	a	historical	perspective.	Topics	for	Fun	Filled	Debates	Are	men	stronger	than	women?	Daydreaming	versus	dreaming	at	night:	which	is	better?	Communication	between	the
sexes:	do	men	and	women	have	different	approaches?	Choosing	the	best	pizza	topping:	healthy	versus	tasty.	Do	fairy	tales	affect	children’s	perception	of	reality?	Is	living	together	before	marriage	appropriate	nowadays?	Should	teenagers	get	after-school	jobs?	Gender	and	life	expectancy:	what	factors	explain	life	expectancy	gaps?	From	a	historical
perspective,	are	women	smarter	than	men?	login	4d	situs	togel	situs	toto	Nominations	for	the	2025	Tech	Edvocate	Awards	have	begun	and	will	end	on	July	31st,	2025!	X	Are	you	searching	for	thought-provoking	and	engaging	debate	topics	for	your	students?	Look	no	further!	In	this	article,	we	have	compiled	a	list	of	159	very	good	debate	topics	that
will	challenge	and	stimulate	discussions	in	your	classroom.	Whether	you’re	a	teacher,	student,	or	parent,	these	topics	will	surely	pique	your	interest	and	inspire	critical	thinking.	In	this	section,	we	will	explore	a	variety	of	controversial	debate	topics	that	are	perfect	for	students	to	discuss	and	analyze.	These	topics	range	from	issues	within	schools	such
as	cell	phone	usage	and	dress	codes,	to	larger	societal	issues	like	social	media’s	impact	and	the	death	penalty.	Each	sub-section	will	provide	thought-provoking	debate	questions	and	keywords	to	help	guide	the	discussion.	So	whether	you’re	looking	for	an	ESL	activity	or	a	stimulating	classroom	debate,	these	topics	are	sure	to	engage	and	challenge
your	students.	Research	the	Policy:	Investigate	the	cell	phone	policy	in	both	public	and	private	schools	to	understand	the	current	regulations.	Evaluate	the	Pros	and	Cons:	Consider	the	impact	of	cell	phone	usage	on	student	learning,	safety,	and	social	interactions.	Collect	Data:	Gather	statistics	and	studies	about	cell	phone	usage	in	schools	to	support
your	arguments.	Consider	Alternative	Perspectives:	Explore	the	viewpoints	of	parents,	teachers,	and	students	through	debate	questions	on	platforms	like	Kialo	Edu.	Pro-tip:	Use	this	topic	as	an	engaging	ESL	activity	by	encouraging	students	to	debate	the	issue	using	their	English	language	skills	and	critical	thinking	abilities.	Social	media’s	impact	on
mental	health	is	a	topic	of	concern,	particularly	among	younger	individuals.	The	debate	on	whether	social	media	is	more	harmful	than	beneficial	raises	significant	points.	Users,	including	white	people	and	individuals	of	other	races,	are	affected	by	cyberbullying	and	negative	self-comparison.	On	the	other	hand,	it	provides	connectivity	and	a	platform
for	activism.	Balancing	these	aspects	is	crucial.	Public	schools:	Assess	the	existing	dress	code,	gather	feedback,	and	involve	students	in	the	decision-making	process.	Private	schools:	Research	the	rationale	behind	dress	codes,	evaluate	the	impact	on	students,	and	consider	alternative	approaches.	When	debating	this	topic,	students	can	explore	the
impact	of	dress	codes	on	self-expression,	examine	cultural	and	gender	implications,	and	discuss	the	balance	between	individual	freedom	and	school	discipline.	For	ESL	activities,	encourage	students	to	articulate	their	viewpoints,	use	debate	questions	from	educational	platforms	like	Kialo	Edu,	and	foster	critical	thinking	skills.	For	the	debate	topic	‘Is
Homework	Necessary?’	considering	teens’	daily	leisure	time	is	crucial.	College	Vine	suggests	that	homework	should	be	meaningful,	original,	and	not	just	busy	work.	Public	libraries	are	excellent	resources	for	teens	to	conduct	research	and	gather	evidence	to	support	their	arguments	on	this	topic.	Understanding	how	homework	affects	teens’	lives	is
essential,	as	it	sparks	interest	and	impacts	their	academic	performance.	In	Scotland,	the	voting	age	for	Scottish	Parliament	and	local	council	elections	was	lowered	to	16	in	2015.	It	allowed	16	and	17-year-olds	to	vote	in	the	Scottish	independence	referendum,	marking	a	historic	democratic	expansion.	Should	other	countries	model	after	this?	Research
the	current	voting	age	laws	in	your	country.	Understand	the	impact	of	lowering	the	voting	age	on	government	structure	and	policies.	Consider	the	maturity	and	responsibility	levels	of	16-year-olds	in	making	informed	decisions	concerning	national	matters.	Analyze	the	potential	implications	of	the	voting	age	on	other	age-restricted	activities,	such	as
same-sex	marriage	and	drug	legalization.	Review	case	studies	from	countries	where	the	voting	age	has	been	lowered	to	16.	Climate	change	is	not	a	hoax,	evidenced	by	scientific	consensus	and	observable	phenomena.	In	the	United	States,	government	structures	have	implemented	policies	to	mitigate	its	impact.	This	topic	sparks	intense	debate,
reflecting	the	relevance	of	environmental	issues.	Just	as	same-sex	marriage,	drug	legalization,	and	other	controversial	topics,	the	urgency	of	climate	change	demands	attention.	The	relevance	of	the	topic	is	crucial,	influencing	its	significance	in	modern	discourse.	Research	the	history	and	impact	of	the	death	penalty	on	society.	Evaluate	the	ethical	and
moral	implications	of	capital	punishment.	Analyze	the	effectiveness	of	the	death	penalty	as	a	deterrent	for	crime.	Consider	the	financial	and	social	implications,	such	as	the	cost	of	legal	proceedings	and	the	impact	on	families.	Examine	the	societal	impact,	including	potential	biases	in	sentencing	and	the	concept	of	rehabilitation.	Explore	the	concept	of
a	livable	wage	and	its	implications	for	society.	Yes,	gun	control	is	essential	for	public	safety	and	crime	prevention.	It’s	a	hotly	debated	issue	in	the	United	States	due	to	its	government	structure	and	constitutional	rights.	Finding	a	balanced	approach	is	crucial,	similar	to	the	deliberation	on	same-sex	marriage	or	the	legalization	of	drugs.	One	true	story
that	aligns	with	this	discourse	is	the	advocacy	for	stricter	gun	regulations	following	tragic	mass	shootings,	reflecting	the	ongoing	debate	on	this	pivotal	topic.	Whether	college	education	should	be	free	is	an	engaging	debate	topic	for	students.	Considering	College	Vine	data,	79%	of	teens	love	to	know	they	can	access	higher	education	without	financial
constraints.	It’s	a	pertinent	topic,	given	that	students	spend	their	daily	leisure	time	at	public	libraries,	and	original	sources	indicate	the	rising	cost	of	tuition.	To	encourage	critical	thinking,	students	can	research	and	organize	arguments,	preparing	for	an	insightful	discussion.	The	effectiveness	of	online	learning	compared	to	traditional	classroom
learning	has	been	a	topic	of	debate.	Both	methods	have	their	own	advantages,	with	online	learning	offering	flexibility,	accessibility,	and	a	wide	range	of	resources.	Traditional	classroom	learning,	however,	allows	for	face-to-face	interaction	and	immediate	feedback.	The	effectiveness	of	each	method	may	vary	depending	on	individual	learning	styles,
subjects,	and	teaching	approaches.	The	debate	over	Universal	Basic	Income	(UBI)	centers	on	whether	providing	a	fixed	income	to	all	citizens,	regardless	of	employment	status,	is	an	effective	strategy	to	alleviate	poverty	and	reduce	income	inequality.	Proponents	argue	that	UBI	can	offer	financial	security	and	address	economic	disparities,	while
opponents	express	concerns	about	feasibility,	economic	sustainability,	and	potential	disincentives	to	work.	This	debate	delves	into	the	adequacy	of	current	global	initiatives	to	combat	climate	change.	Advocates	argue	for	more	ambitious	policies,	emphasizing	the	urgent	need	to	address	environmental	issues,	while	skeptics	may	question	the	feasibility,
economic	impact,	and	effectiveness	of	proposed	measures.	The	debate	on	online	privacy	revolves	around	the	balance	between	the	convenience	of	digital	services	and	the	protection	of	individuals’	privacy.	Supporters	of	a	more	permissive	approach	argue	that	convenience	is	essential	for	technological	advancements,	while	privacy	advocates	stress	the
importance	of	safeguarding	personal	data	in	an	era	of	increasing	digital	connectivity.	Supporters	argue	that	uniforms	promote	equality	and	reduce	distractions,	while	opponents	emphasize	the	importance	of	students’	freedom	to	express	themselves	through	clothing.	Should	there	be	limits	on	artistic	expression,	and	to	what	extent	should	art	and	media
be	censored	Advocates	for	censorship	may	emphasize	societal	values	and	protecting	audiences,	while	opponents	argue	for	artistic	freedom	and	the	importance	of	diverse	perspectives	in	creative	works.	Should	governments	regulate	social	media	platforms	to	prevent	the	spread	of	misinformation	and	protect	user	privacy?	Supporters	of	regulation
highlight	the	need	to	curb	the	spread	of	misinformation	and	protect	user	privacy,	while	opponents	may	express	concerns	about	potential	infringements	on	free	speech	and	innovation.	Are	genetically	modified	foods	safe	for	consumption,	and	should	they	be	more	widely	embraced	to	address	global	food	security?	The	discussion	on	GMOs	focuses	on	the
safety	of	genetically	modified	foods	and	their	role	in	addressing	global	food	security.	Advocates	argue	that	GMOs	offer	solutions	to	food	scarcity	and	agricultural	challenges,	while	critics	raise	concerns	about	potential	health	risks,	environmental	impact,	and	ethical	considerations.	Proponents	argue	that	mandatory	voting	ensures	broader
representation	and	a	more	engaged	electorate,	while	opponents	may	express	concerns	about	individual	freedoms	and	the	potential	for	uninformed	voting.	Should	there	be	ethical	guidelines	and	regulations	for	the	development	and	use	of	artificial	intelligence	The	discussion	on	artificial	intelligence	delves	into	the	ethical	implications	of	AI	development
and	use.	Advocates	for	regulation	stress	the	need	to	address	potential	risks,	biases,	and	accountability	issues,	while	proponents	of	a	less	restrictive	approach	may	emphasize	the	benefits	of	technological	advancement	and	innovation.	Is	affirmative	action	in	college	admissions	a	fair	and	effective	way	to	address	historical	inequalities?	Affirmative	action
is	a	contentious	policy	that	seeks	to	redress	historical	disadvantages	faced	by	certain	groups.	The	debate	centers	on	whether	this	approach	is	justifiable	and	successful	in	promoting	diversity	in	educational	institutions	or	if	alternative	methods	should	be	considered	to	address	inequality.	Should	governments	invest	more	in	space	exploration,	or	should
those	funds	be	allocated	to	address	pressing	issues	on	Earth?	The	allocation	of	resources	for	space	exploration	is	a	perennial	debate.	Advocates	argue	that	space	exploration	drives	scientific	innovation,	while	opponents	question	the	prioritization	of	these	endeavors	over	more	immediate	and	pressing	concerns	on	Earth.	This	debate	delves	into	the
balance	between	advancing	human	knowledge	and	addressing	critical	issues	on	our	planet.	Should	individuals	have	the	right	to	choose	euthanasia	or	assisted	suicide	when	facing	terminal	illnesses?The	ethical	dilemma	surrounding	euthanasia	and	assisted	suicide	revolves	around	individual	autonomy,	the	sanctity	of	life,	and	medical	ethics.	This	debate
explores	the	extent	to	which	individuals	should	have	the	right	to	make	end-of-life	decisions,	considering	the	implications	for	personal	autonomy,	medical	ethics,	and	societal	values.	Using	animals	in	scientific	research	raises	ethical	concerns	regarding	animal	welfare	and	the	necessity	of	such	practices.	Advocates	argue	that	animal	testing	is	crucial	for
medical	advancements,	while	opponents	advocate	for	developing	and	implementing	alternative	methods.	This	debate	delves	into	the	balance	between	scientific	progress	and	the	ethical	treatment	of	animals.	Is	animal	testing	justified	for	scientific	and	medical	research,	or	should	alternative	methods	be	prioritized?	Gun	control	debates	revolve	around
finding	a	balance	between	individual	rights	to	bear	arms	and	the	need	to	ensure	public	safety.	Advocates	for	stricter	gun	control	measures	argue	that	they	are	necessary	to	reduce	gun	violence,	while	opponents	emphasize	the	importance	of	protecting	individual	liberties.	This	debate	explores	the	nuanced	relationship	between	personal	freedoms	and
societal	safety.	The	ongoing	debate	on	education	reform	centers	on	the	need	to	adapt	traditional	educational	models	to	meet	the	demands	of	the	21st	century.	Discussions	often	revolve	around	curriculum	changes,	the	integration	of	technology,	and	the	fostering	of	critical	thinking	skills.	This	debate	explores	how	educational	systems	can	evolve	to



prepare	students	for	an	ever-changing	world.	Immigration	policies	are	a	global	issue,	with	debates	surrounding	national	security,	economic	impact,	and	humanitarian	considerations.	Advocates	for	more	open	policies	emphasize	cultural	diversity	and	economic	benefits,	while	those	favoring	restrictions	focus	on	cesources	and	national	identity.	This
debate	delves	into	the	complex	balance	between	humanitarian	efforts	and	national	interests.	The	pervasive	use	of	social	media	among	young	people	has	sparked	discussions	about	its	impact	on	mental	health.	Advocates	argue	that	social	media	provides	a	platform	for	connection	and	support,	while	critics	highlight	its	potential	adverse	effects,	such	as
cyberbullying	and	unrealistic	body	image	standards.	This	debate	explores	the	nuanced	relationship	between	social	media	use	and	mental	well-being.	The	debate	on	nuclear	energy	centers	on	its	potential	as	a	clean	energy	source	and	concerns	about	safety	and	environmental	impact.	Advocates	argue	that	atomic	energy	can	significantly	reduce	carbon
emissions,	while	opponents	express	reservations	about	the	potential	for	accidents	and	the	long-term	effects	of	nuclear	waste.	This	debate	explores	the	trade-offs	between	addressing	climate	change	and	ensuring	energy	production	safety.	The	debate	on	school	start	times	revolves	around	the	impact	of	early	start	times	on	students’	sleep	patterns	and
overall	well-being.	Advocates	for	later	start	times	argue	that	they	contribute	to	improved	academic	performance	and	mental	health,	while	opponents	question	the	logistical	challenges	and	potential	disruptions	to	family	schedules.	This	debate	explores	the	intersection	of	education	and	student	health.	Balancing	individual	privacy	rights	with	national
security	measures	in	the	age	of	technology.	Advocates	tend	to	argue	that	privacy	is	a	fundamental	human	right	that	should	be	protected	against	unwarranted	intrusion.	Proponents	emphasize	the	necessity	of	robust	security	measures	to	safeguard	citizens	from	various	threats,	including	terrorism	and	cyberattacks.	Websites	like	5	Star	Essays	and	The
Top	Tens	offer	lists	of	debate	topics	with	varied	viewpoints.	You	can	also	look	for	articles	and	resources	from	reputable	sources	to	gather	different	perspectives	on	an	issue.	Yes,	group	discussions	can	be	a	great	way	for	students	to	explore	controversial	issues	and	hear	different	perspectives.	You	can	facilitate	a	respectful	and	productive	discussion	by
setting	ground	rules	and	actively	listening	to	others’	viewpoints.	Debate	allows	students	to	explore	varied	viewpoints	and	engage	in	ongoing	discussions,	providing	a	valuable	learning	experience	for	both	public	and	private	school	students.	Debate	helps	students	develop	critical	thinking	skills,	gain	new	perspectives,	and	engage	in	important
discussions	on	social	topics	such	as	drug	tests	and	government	assistance.	Preparation	is	key	for	a	successful	debate	–	from	choosing	a	topic	and	conducting	research	to	organizing	arguments	and	practicing	delivery.	Debate	topics	range	from	controversial	issues	to	everyday	concerns	like	cell	phones	in	schools	and	homework.	That’s	it	for	our	guide	on
broad,	controversial	debate	topics	that	are	good	for	students.	You	can	delve	into	each	topic	in	more	detail	and	of	course	adjust	each	debate	topic	for	relevance	and	appropriateness	depending	on	the	maturity	and	age	of	your	students.	David	Unwin	I've	taught	as	an	ESL	teacher	in	Thailand	for	5+	years	at	all	levels	of	education,	from	elementary	to
University.	I	was	also	one	of	the	first	1000	VIPKID	teachers.	Here	I	create	content	on	teaching	abroad,	online	and	helpful	tips	for	the	classroom.	Learn	more.


