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Sean	parker	and	mark	zuckerberg

American	entrepreneur	and	philanthropist	(born	1979)	For	the	footballer,	see	Sean	Parker	(footballer).	Sean	ParkerParker	in	2011BornSean	Parker	(1979-12-03)	December	3,	1979	(age	45)[1]Herndon,	Virginia,	U.S.EducationOakton	High	SchoolChantilly	High	SchoolOccupation(s)Entrepreneur,	investorKnown	forManaging	Partner	at	The	Founders
FundCo-founder	of	Plaxo,	Napster,	Airtime,	and	CausesPresident	of	FacebookChairman	of	the	Parker	FoundationSpouse	Alexandra	Lenas	​(m.	2013)​Children2	Sean	Parker	(born	December	3,	1979)	is	an	American	entrepreneur	and	philanthropist,	most	notable	for	co-founding	the	file-sharing	computer	service	Napster,	and	was	the	first	president	of	the
social	networking	website	Facebook.	He	also	co-founded	Plaxo,	Causes,	Airtime.com,	and	Brigade,	an	online	platform	for	civic	engagement.[2][3][4][5][6][7]	He	is	the	founder	and	chairman	of	the	Parker	Foundation,	which	focuses	on	life	sciences,	global	public	health,	and	civic	engagement.[8]	According	to	Forbes,	as	of	May	2025,	Parker's	estimated
net	worth	stood	at	US$3.0	billion,	placing	him	in	the	top	1,250	richest	individuals	in	the	world.[9]	Parker	was	born	in	Herndon,	Virginia,	to	Diane	Parker,	a	TV	advertising	broker,	and	Bruce	Parker,	a	U.S.	government	oceanographer	and	chief	scientist	at	NOAA.[2][3][10]	When	Parker	was	seven,	his	father	taught	him	how	to	program	on	an	Atari	800.
[2]	Parker's	father,	who	put	his	family	before	his	entrepreneurial	dreams,	told	Parker,	"if	you	are	going	to	take	risks,	take	them	early	before	you	have	a	family."[11]	In	his	teens,	Parker's	hobbies	were	hacking	and	programming.[3]	One	night,	while	hacking	into	the	network	of	a	Fortune	500	company,	Parker	was	unable	to	log	out	after	his	father
confiscated	his	computer	keyboard.[3]	Because	his	IP	address	was	exposed,	FBI	agents	tracked	down	the	16-year-old.[3]	Since	Parker	was	under	18,	he	was	sentenced	to	community	service.[3]	Parker	attended	Oakton	High	School	in	Fairfax	County,	Virginia	for	two	years	before	transferring	to	Chantilly	High	School	in	1996	for	his	junior	and	senior
years.[12]	While	there,	Parker	wrote	a	letter	to	the	school	administration	and	persuaded	them	to	count	the	time	he	spent	coding	in	the	computer	lab	as	a	foreign	language	class.[12]	Consequently,	towards	the	end	of	Parker's	senior	year	at	Chantilly,	he	was	mostly	writing	code	and	starting	companies.[12]	He	graduated	in	1998.	While	still	in	high
school,	he	interned	for	Mark	Pincus	(who	would	later	become	the	CEO	of	Zynga)	at	Pincus's	Washington,	DC	startup	FreeLoader.[13]	He	won	the	Virginia	state	computer	science	fair	for	developing	a	web	crawler,	and	was	recruited	by	the	CIA.[2]	By	his	senior	year	of	high	school,	Parker	was	earning	more	than	$80,000	a	year	through	various	projects,
enough	to	convince	his	parents	to	allow	him	to	skip	college	and	pursue	a	career	as	an	entrepreneur.[2]	In	his	childhood,	Parker	was	an	avid	reader,	which	was	the	beginning	of	his	lifelong	autodidacticism.[3][14]	Several	media	profiles	refer	to	Parker	as	a	genius.[15][16][17][18][19]	He	considers	his	time	at	Napster	to	be	his	college	education,	calling
it	"Napster	University",	since	he	became	well-versed	in	intellectual	property	law,	corporate	finance,	and	entrepreneurship.[20]	When	Parker	was	15,	he	met	14-year-old	Shawn	Fanning	over	the	Internet,	where	the	pair	bonded	over	topics	such	as	programming,	theoretical	physics,	and	hacking.[3][21]	A	few	years	later,	Parker	and	Fanning,	a	student	at
Northeastern	University,	cofounded	Napster,	a	free	file-sharing	service	for	music.[5]	Parker	raised	the	initial	$50,000,	and	they	launched	Napster	in	June	1999.[22]	Within	a	year,	the	service	had	tens	of	millions	of	users.[3]	Napster	was	opposed	by	recording	labels,	the	Recording	Industry	Association	of	America,	and	the	heavy	metal	band	Metallica,
[10]	among	others.	Lawsuits	by	various	industry	associations	eventually	shut	down	the	service.[23][24]	Napster	has	been	called	the	fastest-growing	business	of	all	time,	is	credited	with	revolutionizing	the	music	industry,	and	is	considered	by	some	to	be	a	precursor	to	iTunes.[25][26][27][28][29]	In	November	2002,	Parker	launched	Plaxo,	an	online
address	book	and	social	networking	service	that	integrated	with	Microsoft	Outlook.[30]	Plaxo	was	an	early	social	networking	tool,	which	later	influenced	the	growth	of	companies	LinkedIn,	Zynga,	and	Facebook.[31]	Plaxo	was	one	of	the	first	products	to	build	virality	into	its	launch,	and	that	earned	it	20	million	users.[32][33]	Two	years	after	founding
Plaxo,	Parker	was	ousted	by	the	company's	financiers,	Sequoia	Capital	and	Ram	Shriram,	in	an	acrimonious	exit	that	reportedly	involved	the	investors	hiring	private	investigators	to	follow	him.[34][35]	In	2004,	Parker	saw	a	site	called	"The	Facebook"	on	the	computer	of	his	roommate's	girlfriend,	who	was	a	student	at	Stanford.[3]	Parker	had
experience	in	the	social	networking	industry	as	an	early	advisor	to	Friendster	and	its	founder,	Jonathan	Abrams,	for	which	he	was	given	a	small	amount	of	stock	in	2003.[2][36]	Parker	met	with	Mark	Zuckerberg	and	Eduardo	Saverin,	and	a	few	months	later	joined	the	five-month-old	company	as	its	president.[3][36]	According	to	Peter	Thiel,	Parker
was	the	first	to	see	potential	in	the	company	to	be	"really	big",	and	that	"if	Mark	ever	had	any	second	thoughts,	Sean	was	the	one	who	cut	that	off".[3]	As	president,	Parker	brought	on	Thiel	as	Facebook's	first	investor.[3]	In	the	initial	round	of	funding,	he	negotiated	for	Zuckerberg	to	retain	three	of	Facebook's	five	board	seats,	which	gave	Zuckerberg
control	of	the	company	and	allowed	Facebook	the	freedom	to	remain	a	private	company.[2][3]	Additionally,	Parker	is	said	to	have	championed	Facebook's	clean	user	interface	and	developed	its	photo-sharing	function.[37][38]	Zuckerberg	notes	that	"Sean	was	pivotal	in	helping	Facebook	transform	from	a	college	project	into	a	real	company."[2][39]
During	a	party	in	2005,	police	entered	and	searched	a	vacation	home	Parker	was	renting	and	found	cocaine.[3]	Parker	was	arrested	on	suspicion	of	drug	possession	but	was	not	charged.[3]	This	event	caused	Facebook	investors	to	pressure	Parker	into	resigning	as	president.[40]	However,	after	stepping	down,	Parker	continued	to	remain	involved	with
Facebook's	growth,	and	met	regularly	with	Zuckerberg.[41]	The	event	was	later	dramatized	in	the	movie	The	Social	Network.[42]	In	2017,	during	an	interview	with	Axios,	Parker	expressed	concerns	about	the	role	of	Facebook	in	society,	saying	that	it	"exploit[s]	a	vulnerability	in	human	psychology"	as	it	creates	a	"social-validation	feedback	loop".
Parker	stated	that	he	was	"something	of	a	conscientious	objector"	to	using	social	media.[43]	In	2006,	Parker	became	a	managing	partner	at	Founders	Fund,	a	San	Francisco-based	venture-capital	fund	founded	by	Peter	Thiel.[44]	Founders	Fund	is	focused	on	investing	in	early-stage	companies,	has	$500	million	in	aggregate	capital,	and	has	invested	in
Quantcast,	Path,	and	Knewton.[45]	Parker	was	given	carte	blanche	by	Thiel	when	finding	investments.[46]	In	2014,	Parker	stepped	down	from	his	role	at	Founders	Fund	to	focus	on	other	projects.[47]	Parker	has	also	hosted	The	TechFellow	Awards,	a	partnership	between	TechCrunch	and	Founders	Fund	that	annually	gives	20	entrepreneurs	$100,000
each	to	invest	in	startups.[48][49]	While	working	at	Founders	Fund,	Parker	had	been	looking	to	invest	in	a	company	that	could	further	Napster's	music-sharing	mission	legally.[3]	In	2009,	a	friend	showed	him	Spotify,	a	Swedish	music-streaming	service,	and	Parker	sent	an	email	to	Spotify's	founder	Daniel	Ek.[50]	The	pair	traded	emails,	and	in	2010
Parker	invested	US$15	million	in	Spotify.[51][52]	Parker,	who	was	on	Spotify's	board	until	2017,	negotiated	with	Warner	and	Universal	on	Spotify's	behalf,	and	in	July	2011,	Spotify	announced	its	U.S.	launch.[53]	At	Facebook's	f8	conference	that	year,	Parker	announced	a	partnership	between	Facebook	and	Spotify,	which	allowed	users	to	share	their
Spotify	playlists	on	their	Facebook	profiles.[53][54]	In	April	2014,	Parker	announced	his	backing	of	a	new	initiative	called	Brigade,	an	online	platform	for	civic	engagement	to	"combat	a	lack	of	political	engagement	and	interest	in	all	levels	of	government	across	America."[55]	Parker	is	the	Executive	Chairman	of	Brigade.[56]	The	initial	round	of
funding	was	$9.3	million	from	Parker,	with	additional	sums	from	other	investors.[57]	In	2014,	Brigade	acquired	Causes,	an	online	platform	for	social	impact	and	political	activism.	Causes	had	in	2013	acquired	Votizen,	a	political	advocacy	startup.[58]	Parker	and	The	Founders	Fund	were	a	part	of	Votizen's	$1.5	million	funding	round	in	2010,[59]	and
Parker	was	on	the	board	of	directors.	He	has	stated,	"Politics	for	me	is	the	most	obvious	area	[to	be	disrupted	by	the	Web]."[60]	Since	2005,	Parker	has	been	an	active	donor	to	cancer	research,	global	public	health	and	civic	engagement.	In	2012,	he	pledged	a	$5	million	grant	to	Stand	Up	to	Cancer	and	the	Cancer	Research	Institute	to	create	the
Immunotherapy	Dream	Team,	uniting	laboratory	and	clinical	efforts	that	will	lead	to	the	immunological	treatment,	control	and	prevention	of	cancer.[61]	In	December	2014,	Parker	pledged	$24	million	to	create	the	Sean	N.	Parker	Center	for	Allergy	Research	at	Stanford.[62][63]	In	2015,	he	made	a	$4.5	million	grant	to	support	the	Malaria	Elimination
Initiative	at	the	University	of	California	San	Francisco's	Global	Health	Group,[64]	and	a	$10	million	grant	to	create	the	Sean	N.	Parker	Autoimmune	Research	Laboratory	at	UCSF.[65]	Parker	is	an	active	supporter	of	groups	including	Code	for	America,	Stand	Up	To	Cancer,	the	Cancer	Research	Institute,	Malaria	No	More,	the	Clinton	Foundation,
ONE,	and	the	"charity:	water"	campaign.[66][67]	In	2007,	Parker	founded	Causes,	originally	one	of	the	earliest	Facebook	applications,	as	a	philanthropic	service	that	uses	social	media	to	connect	charities	with	their	supporters	and	potential	donors	and	then	communicates	that	connection	to	the	user's	network	of	friends.[68]	By	2013,	186	million
people	had	joined	Causes,	donating	over	$50	million	to	60,000	non-profits.[69][70]	In	June	2015,	Parker	announced[71]	a	$600	million	contribution	to	launch	the	Parker	Foundation,	which	focuses	on	three	areas	-	life	sciences,	global	public	health,	and	civic	engagement.[72][73]	It	takes	an	interdisciplinary	approach	to	large-scale	challenges,
combining	insight,	capital,	science	and	technology,	organization	building,	and	public	policy.	Parker	donated	$250	million	to	create	the	Parker	Institute	for	Cancer	Immunotherapy,	in	April	2016.	The	funds	initially	went	to	over	300	scientists	at	40	laboratories,	in	six	institutions.[74]	Starting	in	2016,	the	Parker	Institute	for	Cancer	Immunotherapy
scientists	funded	a	clinical	trial	to	test	the	next	wave	of	cancer-fighting	T-cells	engineered	using	the	CRISPR	gene-editing	technology.[75]	The	trial	was	the	first	in	the	United	States	to	test	CRISPR-modified	cells	in	humans.[76]	The	trial	is	led	by	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	and	is	also	conducted	at	University	of	California,	San	Francisco	and	the
University	of	Texas	MD	Anderson	Cancer	Center.[76]	In	November	2017,	Science	published	a	study	from	Parker	Institute	researchers	at	MD	Anderson	Cancer	Center	showing	that	melanoma	patients	who	have	specific	types	of	bacteria	and	greater	microbial	diversity	in	their	gut	microbiome	responded	better	to	an	anti-PD-1	checkpoint	inhibitor	versus
those	with	less	diversity.[77]	Based	on	this	work,	the	Parker	Institute	is	collaborating	with	MD	Anderson	and	industry	partner	Seres	Therapeutics	to	launch	a	microbiome-cancer	immunotherapy	clinical	trial	for	advanced	melanoma	patients.[77]	Parker	is	on	the	boards	of	these	nonprofits:	Obama	Foundation[78]	Global	Citizen[79]	Parker	Institute	for
Cancer	Immunotherapy[80]	Parker	Foundation[81]	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art,	Los	Angeles[82]	In	February	2015,	Parker	was	ranked	number	five	on	the	Chronicle	of	Philanthropy's	2014	Philanthropy	50	list.[83]	In	August	2018,	Parker	was	nominated	as	a	Wired	"Icon"	along	with	Alex	Marson	for	his	research	in	DNA	programming	and	genome
editing	in	the	fight	against	cancer.[84]	He's	also	been	named	one	of	Town	and	Country's	Top	50	Philanthropists	and	was	named	in	Time's	Healthcare	50	for	his	work	in	connecting	cancer	research.[85][86]	In	2016,	he	was	given	the	Pontifical	Key	Philanthropy	Award	by	Cardinal	Gianfranco	Ravasi	at	the	Vatican	for	his	cancer	work.[87]	Parker	has
made	substantial	donations	to	both	sides	of	U.S.	party	politics;	his	allegedly	"nonpartisan"	approach	favors	contributions	to	"elected	officials	who	have	shown	themselves	willing	to	work	across	the	aisle".[88]	He	favored	Democrats	and	progressive	causes	such	as	campaign	finance	reform[89]	and	gun	control;[90]	he	has	spoken	out	in	favor	of	higher
taxes,	particularly	for	the	"wealthy	and	super	wealthy",	and	in	favor	of	higher	capital-gains	taxes.[67]	Parker	has	also	supported	middle-of-the-road	Republican	candidates	and	super	PACs,	favoring	"economically	moderate"	conservatives	and	candidates	with	a	demonstrated	interest	in	compromise	and	deal-making.	In	Washington,	DC,	he	has	met	with
Republican	lawmakers	about	ways	of	encouraging	economic	investment	in	struggling	areas	of	the	country.[91][92]	He	has	also	supported	cannabis	law	reform[93]	and	in	2010,	following	the	example	of	donations	by	Facebook	co-founder	Dustin	Moskovitz	(totaling	$70,000)	donated	$100,000	to	the	2010	California	Proposition	19	campaign	to	legalize
marijuana	in	that	state[94]	and	$400,000	to	the	Democratic	Party	backed	2016	California	Proposition	63	campaign	to	require	background	checks	for	all	ammunition	purchases.[95]	Parker	will	donate	$250	million	to	launch	a	new	institute	aimed	at	developing	more	effective	cancer	treatments	by	fostering	collaboration	among	leading	researchers	in	the
field.[96]	For	the	2016	presidential	election,	Parker	created	a	social	ballot	guide	for	voters	to	help	each	other	pledge	to	vote.[97]	Parker	was	also	a	driving	force	behind	the	Opportunity	Zones	provision	in	the	Tax	Cuts	and	Jobs	Act	of	2017,	which	are	designed	to	incentivize	investments	in	struggling	American	communities.[98]	In	2015,	the	Economic
Innovation	Group,	which	Parker	co-founded,	published	a	whitepaper	on	the	idea	of	opportunity	zones,	and	in	2017,	a	bill	passing	them	into	law	was	shepherded	by	a	bi-partisan	coalition	involving	Senator	Cory	Booker	and	Senator	Tim	Scott.[99][100]	Parker	was	portrayed	by	Justin	Timberlake	in	the	2010	film	The	Social	Network.[3]	The	movie	is	an
account	of	Facebook's	founding	and	early	days.[101][102][103]	The	similarities	between	the	dubious	legality	of	file	sharing	by	Napster	and	the	sharing	of	personal	information	by	Facebook	(now	Meta)	are	discussed.	Although	Parker	praised	David	Fincher	as	a	director,	many	have	remarked	on	the	differences	between	Parker	and	his	portrayal	by
Timberlake.[2][3][104][105]	Former	Facebook	growth	chief	Chamath	Palihapitiya	noted	that	Parker	is	"really	the	exact	opposite	of	his	portrayal	in	the	film".[2]	Parker	called	the	character	a	"morally	reprehensible	human	being",	although	he	noted,	"it's	hard	to	complain	about	being	played	by	a	sex	symbol".[14][106]	Additionally,	Parker	took	issue	with
the	movie's	version	of	Eduardo	Saverin's	exit	from	Facebook	as	it	paralleled	his	own	exit	from	Plaxo.[2]	In	2011,	Parker	was	a	guest	on	Late	Night	with	Jimmy	Fallon,	featured	on	the	cover	of	the	Forbes	400	issue,	and	was	profiled	in	Vanity	Fair.[3][107][108]	In	2020,	Parker	appeared	in	The	Social	Dilemma.	In	2011,	Parker	became	engaged	to
Alexandra	Lenas,	a	singer-songwriter,	and	they	were	married	in	2013.[109]	They	have	a	daughter	and	a	son.[110][111]	On	June	1,	2013,	Parker	married	Alexandra	Lenas	in	Big	Sur,	California,	in	a	wedding	at	which	every	guest	was	given	a	The	Lord	of	the	Rings–style	costume.	The	wedding	purportedly	cost	$10	million	to	stage,[112]	although	Parker
describes	this	estimate	as	"WAY	off	base".[113]	The	wedding	was	the	subject	of	an	article	in	The	Atlantic	alleging	environmental	damage	to	the	redwood	forest,[114]	to	which	Parker	responded	by	highlighting	his	cooperation	with	the	Save	the	Redwoods	League	throughout.[113]	A	required	permit	was	not	obtained.	In	addition,	the	venue	from	which
he	hired	the	space	was	not	permitted	to	be	closed	to	the	public.	A	California	Coastal	Commission	spokesperson	said	"Mr	Parker,	in	essence,	leased	an	ongoing	Coastal	Act	violation	when	he	leased	the	campground."[115]	As	part	of	the	settlement	with	the	commission,	Parker	gave	$2.5	million	and	created	a	beach-mapping	app.[116]	Former	Coastal
Commissioner	Assemblyman	Mark	Stone	said,	"To	be	able	to	put	money	back	into	the	same	community	that	cares	so	much	about	coastal	resources	is	a	very	positive	thing."[117]	^	"Sean	Parker	biography".	The	Biography	Channel.	Archived	from	the	original	on	December	2,	2018.	Retrieved	April	6,	2014.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	Bertoni,	Steven.	Sean
Parker:	Agent	of	Disruption	Archived	September	9,	2017,	at	the	Wayback	Machine.	Forbes.	September	21,	2011.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p	q	r	s	t	Kirkpatrick,	David.	With	a	Little	Help	From	His	Friends	Archived	January	21,	2015,	at	the	Wayback	Machine.	Vanity	Fair.	October	2010.	^	Tsukayama,	Hayley.	Sean	Parker	says	online	music	is	finally
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2014.)	^	"Tech	magnate's	controversial	Big	Sur	wedding	generates	a	wave	of	conservation	grants".	Monterey	County	Weekly.	October	2,	2014.	Archived	from	the	original	on	August	7,	2020.	Retrieved	November	17,	2015.	Wikiquote	has	quotations	related	to	Sean	Parker.	Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Sean	Parker.	Sean	Parker	on	Twitter
Sean	Parker	at	Encyclopaedia	Britannica	Sean	Parker	Profile	at	Parker	Institute	Retrieved	from	"	Parker	was	arrested	on	suspicion	of	drug	possession,	but	was	not	charged.	This	event	caused	Facebook	investors	to	pressure	Parker	into	resigning	as	company	president.	Even	after	stepping	down,	Parker	continued	to	remain	involved	with	Facebook’s
growth,	and	met	regularly	with	Zuckerberg.	Who	said	a	million	isn’t	cool	you	know	cool	a	billion	dollars?	Sean	Parker	“A	million	dollars	isn’t	cool,”	says	Sean	Parker,	the	real-life	creator	of	Napster,	who	is	portrayed	by	Justin	Timberlake	in	The	Social	Network	(2010).	What	is	the	message	of	the	movie	The	Social	Network?	The	Social	Network	deals
with	a	wide	range	of	themes	involving	hubris,	ambition,	friendship,	jealousy,	class	and	cultural	cache	and	success	as	status	and	revenge.	The	movie	has	a	very	exciting	and	innovative	plot	that	explores	the	virtual	world	where	people	can	become	friends	or	unfriends	at	the	click	of	a	mouse.	READ	ALSO:			How	many	earthing	are	there	in	transformer?
What	happened	to	the	guy	who	invented	Napster?	He	joined	Facebook	in	its	early	days,	becoming	the	founding	president	of	the	site	at	24.	Now,	the	41-year-old	billionaire	funds	philanthropic	causes	and	donates	to	political	candidates.	Is	Sean	Parker	still	part	of	Facebook?	He	is	the	Founder	and	Chairman	of	his	philanthropic	firm,	Parker
Foundation….Sean	Parker	–	Biography.	Name	Sean	Parker	Position	President	of	Facebook,	Chairman	of	Parker	Foundation,	Managing	Partner	at	The	Founders	Fund	What	happened	at	the	end	of	social	network?	The	ending	depicts	Mark’s	loneliness.	He	has	given	a	website	to	the	world	which	helps	them	connect	to	friends,	but	he	himself	is	without
any	friends.	At	the	end	we	see	that	he	still	hasn’t	forgotten	his	old	girlfriend	as	he	sends	her	friend	request	&	refreshes	the	page	continually	to	see	when	is	it	accepted.	Who	is	Eduardo	Saverin	wife?	Elaine	Andriejanssenm.	2015	Eduardo	Saverin/Wife	Saverin	and	Elaine	Andriejanssen,	a	Chinese	Indonesian	national,	became	engaged	on	March	27,
2014,	and	were	married	on	June	25,	2015.	They	met	while	they	were	both	studying	at	their	respective	universities	in	Massachusetts,	he	at	Harvard	and	she	at	Tufts.	READ	ALSO:			Is	the	cosmere	a	solar	system?What	does	Eduardo	Saverin	like	standing	next	to	Sean?	Eduardo	Saverin	:	[Eduardo	pulls	back,	his	eyes	wet,	but	staring	to	smile]	I	like
standing	next	to	you,	Sean.	It	makes	me	look	so	tough.	[walks	out,	escorted	by	two	security	guards]	What	are	some	good	Sean	Parker	quotes?	Sean	Parker	:	You	just	slept	ON	Sean	Parker.	Sean	Parker	:	We	lived	on	farms,	then	we	lived	in	cities,	and	now	we’re	going	to	live	on	the	internet!	Sean	Parker	:	You	think	you	know	me,	don’t	you?	What	is	the
movie	the	social	network	about?	The	Social	Network	is	a	2010	American	biographical	drama	film	directed	by	David	Fincher	and	written	by	Aaron	Sorkin.	Adapted	from	Ben	Mezrich’s	2009	book	The	Accidental	Billionaires:	The	Founding	of	Facebook,	a	Tale	of	Sex,	Money,	Genius	and	Betrayal,	the	film	portrays	the	founding	of	social	networking
website	Facebook	and	the	resulting	lawsuits.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must
give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The
license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Founder	and	Executive	Chairman	Sean	Parker	is	a	philanthropist	and	entrepreneur	with	a	record	of	launching	genre-defining	companies.	The	co-founder	of	Napster	at
age	19	and	Plaxo	at	21,	in	2004	he	joined	with	Mark	Zuckerberg	to	develop	the	online	social	network	Facebook	and	served	as	Facebook’s	founding	president.	In	2007,	Mr.	Parker	co-founded	Causes	on	Facebook,	which	registered	180	million	people	to	donate	money	and	take	action	via	Facebook;	and,	in	2014	announced	his	backing	of	a	new	initiative
called	Brigade	an	online	platform	for	civic	engagement.	Mr.	Parker	is	also	a	board	member	at	Spotify.	Mr.	Parker	has	been	recognized	for	his	leadership	in	funding	and	promoting	research	into	the	relationship	between	the	immune	system	and	cancer,	and	helping	to	establish	the	Stand	Up	2	Cancer	(SU2C)	Immunotherapy	Dream	Team.	In	2013,	he
was	honored	by	the	Cancer	Research	Institute	with	the	Oliver	R.	Grace	Award	for	Distinguished	Service	in	Advancing	Cancer	Research.	Mr.	Parker	has	continued	to	advance	critical	research	in	life	sciences	with	a	recent	pledge	of	$24	million	to	the	Stanford	University	School	of	Medicine	to	launch	the	Sean	N.	Parker	Center	for	Allergy	Research	at
Stanford	University.	The	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-Powered	CreativityThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to
today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-Powered	CreativityThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth
your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-Powered	Creativity	Written	by	Aaron	Sorkin	and	directed	by	David	Fincher,	The	Social	Network	came	out	in	2010	to	major	acclaim.	The	National	Board	of	Review	named	it	the	best	film	of	the	year,	and	the	film	nabbed	several	Oscar	nominations	and	three
wins,	including	Sorkin	winning	for	Best	Adapted	Screenplay.	Moreover,	it's	also	considered	one	of	the	best	films	of	the	decade.	Labeled	as	a	biographical	film,	The	Social	Network	sheds	light	on	the	creation	of	Facebook,	centering	on	its	founder	and	CEO,	Mark	Zuckerberg	(Jesse	Eisenberg).	Sorkin	adapted	his	screenplay	from	the	nonfiction	book
detailing	the	founding	of	Facebook,	The	Accidental	Billionaires	by	Ben	Mezrich.	As	with	most	biopics,	some	details	were	changed	or	exaggerated,	which	is	necessary	when	creating	a	more	coherent	and	compelling	plot	line.	With	this	in	mind,	The	Social	Network	isn't	entirely	accurate,	although	it	does	hold	a	significant	amount	of	truth	about	the	rise	of
the	social	media	platform.	Still,	it's	interesting	to	look	into	how	the	film	differs	from	the	real-life	story;	here	is	a	rundown	of	the	biggest	changes	made	for	the	screen.	The	Social	Network	opens	with	Mark	getting	dumped	by	his	girlfriend,	Erica	Albright	(Rooney	Mara).	Upset	over	the	breakup,	Mark	goes	back	to	his	Harvard	dorm	room	and	blogs	about
Erica,	including	many	insulting	remarks	about	her.	Soon	after	blogging,	Mark	begins	working	on	a	website	called	Facemash,	created	to	compare	the	physical	features	of	female	campus	students,	after	hacking	into	the	university's	database.	The	website	blows	up	in	popularity,	grabbing	the	attention	of	twin	brothers	Cameron	and	Tyler	Winklevoss
(Armie	Hammer).	They	approach	Mark	about	helping	them	with	a	social	networking	site	exclusive	to	Harvard	students.	Mark	agrees	to	help	them,	but	instead	works	on	his	own	similar	project,	which	becomes	Facebook.	In	reality,	the	origins	of	the	site	were	not	the	same.	It's	true	that	Zuckerberg	wrote	a	negative	blog	post	about	a	woman	who	may	or
may	not	have	been	an	ex-girlfriend	—	although	they	changed	the	name	mentioned	in	his	post	for	the	film	—	and	he	did	create	Facemash,	which	was	taken	down	by	Harvard	and	led	to	Zuckerberg	facing	expulsion	(via	SlashFilm	and	ScreenRant).	However,	according	to	Vanity	Fair,	Facemash	used	photos	of	both	men	and	women	for	attractiveness
comparisons.	During	a	Q&A	session,	Zuckerberg	claims	he	did	not	create	Facebook	to	"attract	girls."	He	brings	up	how	he's	known	his	wife,	Priscilla	Chan,	since	before	he	started	Facebook.	If	he	had	the	same	motivations	as		the	film	portrays,	his	wife	likely	wouldn't	have	continued	dating	him	or	eventually	marry	him.	According	to	the	Vanity	Fair
piece,	this	statement	is	true:	Zuckerberg	started	dating	Chan	in	2003,	which	is	the	year	the	film	begins.	In	the	Q&A,	Zuckerberg	insists	he	made	Facebook	because	he	wanted	to	"help	connect	the	world."	In	the	film,	Eduardo	Saverin	(Andrew	Garfield)	is	a	victim.	A	close	friend	of	Mark's,	the	two	co-found	Facebook	together,	with	Eduardo	providing
the	funds	to	get	started.	As	the	film	progresses,	Mark	begins	to	go	against	Eduardo's	input,	making	key	decisions	without	him.	Things	come	to	a	head	when	Eduardo	discovers	a	new	investment	deal,	significantly	decreasing	his	shares	in	the	company.	Eduardo	declares	he'll	sue	Mark.	From	the	viewer's	perspective,	it's	easy	to	side	and	empathize	with
Eduardo,	who	is	seemingly	brushed	off	and	betrayed	by	his	best	friend.	The	reality	of	what	happened	is	slightly	more	complicated	than	how	it's	presented	in	the	film	—	namely,	Eduardo	isn't	a	simple	victim.		Business	Insider	conducted	a	thorough	investigation	into	the	early	days	of	Facebook,	including	many	instant	message	conversations	between
Zuckerberg	and	various	people.	The	investigation	reveals	that	while	Saverin	was	in	New	York,	he	neglected	his	financial	duties,	causing	the	budding	company	to	start	sinking.	Zuckerberg's	family	had	to	take	out	loans	to	help.	This	is	partially	due	to	Saverin's	extensive	partying	in	New	York,	while	Zuckerberg,	in	a	message	conversation	between	the
two,	says	he	and	his	team	have	been	focusing	on	the	business.	This	is	the	opposite	of	how	the	film	portrays	this	time	period.	On	top	of	that,	Saverin	posted	ads	for	his	own	startup	on	Facebook	without	consulting	Zuckerberg	or	anybody	else.	Finally,	while	Saverin	may	be	the	co-founder,	he	was	not	the	original	collaborator	of	Zuckerberg's;	that	would
be	Adam	D'Angelo,	Facebook's	first	CTO,	as	Business	Insider	learned	in	more	of	the	conversation	between	Zuckerberg	and	D'Angelo.	Sean	Parker	(Justin	Timberlake),	the	entrepreneur	who	becomes	a	mentor	to	Mark	and	the	eventual	president	of	the	company,	is	introduced	to	Facebook	after	a	female	companion	has	the	site	displayed	on	her	laptop.
Soon,	Sean	is	meeting	with	Mark	and	Eduardo,	where	he	presents	his	ideas	for	the	company,	impressing	Mark	but	not	Eduardo.	Sean	and	Mark	begin	working	together	shortly	after	Mark	moves	to	Palo	Alto.	Sean	contributes	to	the	party	lifestyle	presented	in	the	film	and	is	even	arrested	for	possession	of	cocaine	at	a	house	party	where	the	two	are
living;	Mark	cuts	ties	with	Sean	soon	after.	In	reality,	Sean's	place	in	the	story	played	out	a	little	differently.	While	Parker	was	arrested	for	drug	possession	(but	not	charged),	it	didn't	happen	in	the	Palo	Alto	house	in	2004;	rather,	the	incident	occurred	in	2005	outside	of	California,	according	to	a	separate	Vanity	Fair	profile	on	Parker.	After	the
incident,	Facebook	investors	pressured	him	into	resigning	as	president,	although	he	continued	to	act	as	a	consultant	for	Zuckerberg	with	no	falling	out	between	the	two	(via	Screenrant	and	VF).	Naturally,	all	of	these	changes	made	a	compelling	film,	but	it's	still	fascinating	to	discover	The	Social	Network's	journey	from	real	life	to	the	big	screen.
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