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Summary	of	book	1	paradise	lost

Paradise	Lost	Summary	The	epic	poem	Paradise	Lost	by	John	Milton	narrates	the	biblical	story	of	the	Fall	of	Man	through	the	perspectives	of	Satan,	Adam,	and	Eve,	exploring	themes	of	temptation,	free	will,	and	redemption.	The	first	book	introduces	a	dire	situation	involving	significant	characters	in	Hell,	where	Satan	regathers	with	his	fallen	angels,
seeking	revenge	against	God's	new	creations,	Adam	and	Eve.	This	establishes	the	driving	force	behind	the	plot:	Satan’s	determination	to	corrupt	them.	Milton	employs	epic	style,	invoking	the	muse,	expressing	his	goal	of	telling	man's	first	disobedience	story,	highlighting	loss	and	despair	themes.	He	portrays	Satan	as	complex,	charismatic	and	strong,
yet	driven	by	pride	and	a	desire	for	revenge	against	God.	The	narrative	unfolds	with	fallen	angels	recognizing	their	fate,	soon	planning	to	corrupt	Adam	and	Eve	as	revenge.	Milton	incorporates	rich	biblical	references,	tapping	into	traditional	Christian	themes,	particularly	the	dichotomy	of	good	and	evil.	The	Grand	Council	further	develops	world-
building,	introducing	characters	like	Beelzebub,	showcasing	ideas	of	loyalty,	camaraderie	and	the	disintegration	of	divine	purpose.	Satan's	plan	to	corrupt	God's	creation	sets	off	a	chain	reaction	that	impacts	not	just	himself,	but	also	Adam	and	Eve.	As	they	decide	whether	to	obey	or	disobey	God's	command,	their	choice	has	far-reaching	consequences
that	shape	their	fate	and	the	fate	of	humanity.	The	poem	highlights	the	delicate	balance	between	free	will	and	responsibility,	cautioning	against	succumbing	to	temptation.	Through	Satan's	character,	it	illustrates	how	misplaced	desires	can	lead	to	perilous	paths,	while	Adam	and	Eve's	story	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	agency	individuals	possess	in
making	choices	that	align	with	their	values	and	morals.	Satan's	internal	conflict	reveals	his	complex	nature,	as	he	struggles	with	feelings	of	hatred	and	a	desire	for	sympathy.	His	decision	to	target	Earth	is	driven	by	a	desire	to	corrupt	God's	creation,	setting	the	stage	for	an	epic	battle	between	good	and	evil.	Meanwhile,	Adam	and	Eve	remain	blissfully
unaware	of	the	danger	that	lurks,	their	paradise	serving	as	a	backdrop	for	the	events	that	will	lead	to	humanity's	fall.	The	poem	explores	powerful	themes,	including	the	nature	of	temptation,	loss,	and	the	struggle	within	each	character.	Through	its	exploration	of	free	will,	Paradise	Lost	encourages	readers	to	contemplate	their	choices	and	consider
how	they	impact	themselves	and	the	world.	The	lesson	from	the	poem	emphasizes	the	importance	of	making	sound	decisions	while	recognizing	the	agency	each	individual	possesses,	highlighting	that	even	seemingly	insignificant	choices	can	have	a	ripple	effect.	The	struggle	with	internal	temptation	in	Paradise	Lost	reveals	a	deeper	insight	into	human
nature.	The	poem	highlights	the	universal	experiences	of	desire,	power,	and	acceptance	that	can	lead	individuals	to	make	harmful	choices.	Readers	are	prompted	to	acknowledge	their	own	susceptibility	to	these	factors,	as	Adam	and	Eve	grapple	with	similar	temptations.	The	story	illustrates	the	importance	of	resisting	temptation	and	being	vigilant
against	its	forces.	Moreover,	the	consequences	of	yielding	to	temptation	are	displayed	in	Adam	and	Eve's	fall	from	grace,	emphasizing	the	need	for	careful	consideration	of	one's	choices.	Ultimately,	the	lesson	serves	as	a	reminder	for	readers	to	navigate	their	inner	demons	and	understand	how	to	cultivate	personal	growth	and	integrity.	Paradise	Lost:
A	Timeless	Tale	of	Human	Struggle	This	epic	poem	by	Milton	masterfully	weaves	artistry	with	theological	reflection,	drawing	readers	into	a	world	of	grandeur	and	despair.	The	poet's	compelling	use	of	language	paints	vivid	imagery,	effortlessly	transitioning	between	descriptive	passages	and	thought-provoking	dialogues.	Rich	vocabulary	and	complex
themes	resonate	across	ages,	exploring	free	will,	temptation,	and	the	destructive	force	represented	by	pride.	Character	development	shines	with	multifaceted	figures	like	Satan,	who	elicits	empathy	and	disdain	as	readers	explore	his	motivations.	This	deeper	look	fosters	a	connection	that	goes	beyond	villainy,	speaking	to	universal	struggles	of
disobedience	and	consequences.	Milton's	reflections	on	human	nature	and	divine	will	challenge	readers	to	reflect	on	their	own	beliefs,	posing	moral	dilemmas	about	virtue,	sin,	and	redemption.	The	poem	invites	critical	engagement	with	religious	and	philosophical	questions	shaping	existence.	Despite	its	age,	Paradise	Lost	remains	relevant,	reflecting
ongoing	explorations	of	morality	and	free	will.	Critics	and	scholars	continue	to	analyze	the	work,	providing	depth	and	avenues	for	further	exploration.	Paradise	Lost:	A	Timeless	Epic	Poem	Paradise	Lost	is	a	seminal	work	that	has	stood	the	test	of	time,	offering	a	rich	tapestry	of	themes,	characters,	and	moral	reflections.	This	epic	poem	seamlessly
weaves	together	the	struggles	of	free	will,	temptation,	and	pride	to	create	an	enduring	narrative	that	resonates	deeply	with	readers	today.	Milton's	masterful	exploration	of	human	nature	positions	his	work	as	a	nuanced	exploration	of	our	complexities,	inviting	us	to	contemplate	profound	life	lessons	that	transcend	generations.	Each	reading	offers
fresh	insights	into	one's	own	beliefs,	choices,	and	paths	in	life,	making	Paradise	Lost	a	personal	journey	of	self-discovery.	The	poem's	depth	encourages	introspection,	allowing	readers	to	reflect	on	the	moral	landscape	that	shapes	our	decisions.	A	foundational	work	in	the	English	literary	canon,	Paradise	Lost	continues	to	shape	the	human	experience
with	its	thought-provoking	exploration	of	temptation,	pride,	and	the	pursuit	of	virtue.	By	examining	this	masterpiece	alongside	other	influential	works	such	as	the	Book	of	Luke	and	the	Hero's	Journey,	readers	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	timeless	themes	that	define	our	existence.	John	Milton's	work	embodies	the	essence	of	epic	poetry,
boasting	an	immense	scale	and	ambition	that	has	captivated	audiences	for	nearly	350	years.	His	celebrated	Paradise	Lost	is	a	testament	to	his	remarkable	erudition	and	masterful	storytelling,	leaving	an	indelible	mark	on	Western	culture.	Paradise	Lost:	A	Masterful	Tale	of	Temptation	Given	article	text	here	The	appeal	of	Satan	in	Paradise	Lost	has
long	been	debated	among	scholars.	Some	question	whether	John	Milton's	portrayal	of	Satan	is	accurate,	while	others	argue	that	he	effectively	exploits	human	nature	to	make	his	character	appealing.	One	key	aspect	of	Satan's	allure	is	that	he	represents	the	desires	and	flaws	of	humanity.	Without	making	him	as	relatable	as	possible,	Milton	would	be
doing	a	disservice	to	his	character.	Similarly,	God's	characterization	in	the	epic	poem	can	be	seen	as	harsh	and	unforgiving,	much	like	the	Old	Testament.	Milton's	portrayal	of	God's	warnings	to	Satan	can	also	be	interpreted	as	puzzling.	Why	does	God	give	a	warning	when	there	is	no	sin	or	evil	at	the	time	of	its	delivery?	This	question	highlights
Milton's	nuanced	exploration	of	human	nature	and	the	complexities	of	divine	justice.	For	readers	considering	Paradise	Lost,	it	is	recommended	to	start	with	the	first	two	books,	which	set	the	tone	for	the	epic	poem.	While	the	story	may	slow	down	in	later	books,	the	climax	of	the	ninth	book	and	the	tenth	book	are	particularly	compelling.	The	ninth	book
describes	the	temptation	and	fall	of	Satan,	while	the	tenth	book	explores	the	consequences	of	this	event	on	humanity.	Ultimately,	Paradise	Lost	is	a	thought-provoking	and	intense	work	that	rewards	close	reading	and	reflection.	Its	exploration	of	human	nature,	morality,	and	the	complexities	of	divine	justice	make	it	a	rich	and	fascinating	tale.	it	is
amayzing	how	john	milton	wraps	up	the	entire	old	testament	in	books	xi	and	xii	of	paradise	lost.	basically,	he	tells	adam	all	the	rest	of	the	stories,	which	ultimately	come	down	to:	“the	world	will	go	on,	to	good	and	bad	people,	under	its	own	weight.”	(xii	537	–	539)	that’s	quite	a	feat,	considering	adam's	part	in	it.	milton	rushes	through	these	tales
though,	making	me	wonder	if	he	initially	planned	to	retell	the	entire	old	testament	but	lost	interest.	either	way,	paradise	lost	is	certainly	better	literature	than	the	old	testament,	and	significantly	more	coherent.	it's	even	better	than	most	other	works	of	literature	out	there.	in	middle	school,	i	had	seen	a	copy	of	paradise	lost	lying	around	the	house	and
thought	it	seemed	really	impressive.	however,	i	never	actually	wanted	to	read	it	but	rather	used	it	to	give	off	the	impression	that	i	was	the	type	of	person	who	would	read	it.	after	reading	the	book	for	a	class	in	high	school,	i	realized	how	wrong	my	initial	perception	was.	people	likely	saw	right	through	me,	thinking	i	was	desperate	for	attention	and
using	john	milton's	work	to	get	it.	the	book	itself	is	about	a	war	waged	in	hell	after	satan's	fall	into	the	underworld.	all	of	the	descriptions	are	quite	graphic	and	disturbing.	one	particular	scene	that	stood	out	to	me	involved	a	female	demon	who	was	repeatedly	raped	by	her	sons	shortly	after	giving	birth	to	them.	it's	certainly	not	an	easy	read,	but	it's
also	eye-opening.	in	terms	of	getting	attention,	i	later	found	that	it's	often	better	to	do	so	through	other	means	rather	than	relying	on	literature.	classics	like	paradise	lost	are	typically	associated	with	people	who	have	a	deep	understanding	and	appreciation	for	the	subject	matter.	however,	in	reality,	they	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	make	others	perceive
us	in	a	certain	way.	the	concept	of	pride	is	also	explored	in	paradise	lost,	particularly	by	satan	himself.	he	famously	says	"when	t.s.	eliot	visited	scotland	and	saw	the	glencoe	massacre	site,	he	might	have	thought	about	his	own	words	on	the	importance	of	humility	and	how	it	can	be	the	downfall	of	anyone’s	religion."	pride	indeed	starts	and	ends	all
wars,	but	humility	is	what	allows	us	to	grow	in	self-knowledge	and	wisdom.	The	character	of	the	psychiatrist	in	Eliot's	The	Cocktail	Party	is	set	within	a	love-based	religion	where	his	ego	struggles	to	fit.	This	mirrors	the	author's	personal	experience	of	being	crushed	by	modern	sexual	diversity.	Similarly,	Milton's	Satan	in	Samson	Agonistes	is	still
consumed	by	pride	and	hellish	remnants,	echoing	the	fall	of	Jesus	as	described	by	Blake	in	The	Marriage	of	Heaven	and	Hell.	Gnosticism,	which	emphasizes	self-centeredness	over	God	and	goodness,	seems	to	apply	to	Eliot's	past	as	well.	As	both	Milton	and	Eliot	root	for	underdogs	against	authority	figures,	they	illustrate	the	tension	between	humility
and	pride.	This	dilemma	is	reflected	in	Eliot's	own	work,	Paradise	Lost,	where	the	epic	poem's	majestic	language	belies	its	flawed	protagonist	and	conflicting	themes.	The	true	meaning	of	losing	paradise	lies	in	transcending	pride,	yet	the	author's	ego	often	disrupts	this	message.	Despite	its	imperfections,	the	poem	remains	a	masterpiece	that
resonates	with	readers.	A	fallen	angel	is	crucial	in	early	cantos,	embodying	power	and	persuasive	abilities	that	soon	turn	into	corruption	due	to	selfish	desires.	His	downfall	is	caused	by	ambition	and	jealousy,	leading	him	to	lose	himself	in	a	maelstrom	of	emotions,	ultimately	becoming	the	embodiment	of	evil.	Satan,	once	majestic	but	now	reduced	to	a
snake-like	form,	proceeds	with	his	plan	to	corrupt	humanity.	He	creates	sin	and	death,	using	them	as	means	to	enter	Earth	through	hell,	succeeding	in	tempting	Eve	to	eat	the	apple	in	the	garden	of	Eden.	Through	this,	Adam	and	Eve	are	punished,	and	their	fate	is	sealed.	Despite	his	malicious	actions,	Satan	never	attempts	reconciliation.	In	contrast,
humanity	toils	on	earth,	worships	God,	and	seeks	forgiveness,	highlighting	obedience	as	the	creed	that	should	guide	one's	life.	Some	critics	see	parallels	between	Satan	and	historical	figures	like	Oliver	Cromwell,	and	God	with	Charles	I,	making	the	poem	an	allegory	for	political	arguments.	The	poem's	religious	imagery	is	excellent,	and	its	influence	on
literature	cannot	be	overstated.	It	has	inspired	numerous	writers,	including	those	in	modern	literature,	which	wouldn't	exist	without	its	ideas.	The	story	of	Satan's	fall	from	grace	remains	a	captivating	aspect	of	the	poem,	endearing	itself	to	readers	like	myself.	Looking	back	on	past	experiences	can	be	both	deflating	and	nostalgic.	In	college,	I	recall	a
particularly	embarrassing	incident	where	I	struggled	with	procrastination.	It	was	during	the	late	1980s	at	the	University	of	Tennessee	in	Knoxville.	With	my	Civil	War	musket	in	hand,	I	headed	to	class,	expecting	to	face	repercussions	for	not	completing	my	paper	on	a	comparison	between	epic	and	tragic	literature,	featuring	examples	from	Milton's
Paradise	Lost	and	Shakespeare's	King	Lear.	Upon	arriving,	I	was	met	with	an	unexpected	turn	of	events.	My	professor,	who	had	previously	been	laid-back,	turned	stern	and	denied	me	any	extensions.	Feeling	defeated,	I	retreated	to	my	room,	where	I	broke	into	a	frantic	run,	unable	to	cope	with	the	stress.	Years	later,	I	reflect	on	that	experience	as	a
turning	point	in	my	academic	journey.	While	I	didn't	fully	complete	the	paper,	it	ended	up	being	one	of	my	most	memorable	assignments.	In	contrast,	my	professor's	enthusiasm	for	Milton	and	Shakespeare	was	infectious,	inspiring	me	to	buy	his	book	and	delve	deeper	into	their	works.	During	my	sophomore	year,	I	spent	an	entire	Fall	break	immersed
in	reading	Paradise	Lost.	Under	the	shade	of	a	tree	on	campus,	I	devoured	lengthy	portions	out	loud,	finding	solace	in	the	rhythm	of	the	words.	It	was	an	epiphany	weekend	that	transformed	my	perspective	and	reignited	my	faith.	Reading	Milton's	work	had	a	profound	impact	on	me,	opening	up	new	avenues	for	understanding	and	hope.	While	his
writing	can	be	challenging,	it	is	an	extraordinary	experience	that	requires	dedication	and	quiet	contemplation.	The	author	has	decided	to	stop	responding	to	comments	about	this	review	because	they	feel	like	they're	constantly	repeating	themselves.	If	someone	wants	to	point	out	that	Paradise	Lost	is	a	classic	written	during	a	time	when	women	had
limited	rights,	they	should	refer	to	the	comment	section	instead.	The	reviewer	expresses	frustration	with	readers	who	try	to	impose	their	own	moral	standards	on	the	book	and	its	characters.	They	argue	that	the	poem's	themes	of	rebellion	and	treachery	are	timeless	and	should	be	appreciated	without	being	judgmental.	The	review	goes	on	to	describe
Paradise	Lost	as	an	epic	poem	written	by	John	Milton	in	the	17th	century,	which	tells	the	story	of	the	Fall	of	Man	and	explores	themes	of	good	vs.	evil.	The	reviewer	praises	the	poem's	erudition	and	its	profound	influence	on	Western	culture,	but	also	criticizes	readers	who	try	to	impose	their	own	moral	standards	on	it.	The	second	part	of	the	text	is	a
personal	reflection	by	the	author	about	how	they	came	across	a	beautiful	copy	of	Paradise	Lost	in	a	bookstore,	which	led	them	to	appreciate	the	book's	impact	on	their	life.	The	spine	of	a	centuries-old	book	was	barely	holding	on	by	a	thread	when	I	finally	decided	to	buy	it.	For	years,	the	bookstore's	Archive	had	been	my	holy	grail,	and	every	time	I
visited,	the	book	seemed	to	beckon	me.	But	with	its	closing	announcement,	I	knew	I	had	to	act	fast	–	everything	was	50%	off,	and	it	was	either	now	or	never.	My	friend	couldn't	stay	on	the	shelf	any	longer.	I	managed	to	find	a	local	expert	who	could	repair	the	book's	spine,	thanks	to	a	connection	at	our	town	library.	After	169	years,	the	book	is	once
again	in	pristine	condition,	nestled	lovingly	in	the	hands	of	an	ardent	reader.	I	extend	my	heartfelt	gratitude	to	Terry	Meyer	and	the	Baldwin	Public	Library	for	bringing	this	cherished	dream	to	fruition.	Milton	penned	Paradise	Lost	while	blind,	crediting	divine	inspiration	with	his	nightly	visions.	Few	texts	are	worthy	of	inclusion	in	the	Bible,	but	this
epic	poem's	contributions	have	become	accepted	within	Christian	lore.	Its	unique	blend	of	mythic	stories	has	led	to	its	tacit	acceptance.	While	its	influence	on	the	heroic	form	is	undeniable,	the	Devil's	character	is	a	fascinating	philosophical	exploration	that	raises	more	questions	than	it	answers.	One	question	lingers:	why	isn't	there	a	smaller	sect
focused	on	this	influential	work?	The	answer	lies	in	implicit	inclusion	–	one	doesn't	need	to	explicitly	endorse	something	already	accepted.	Many	readers	believe	Milton's	account	of	events	is	factual	and	rooted	in	the	Bible,	yet	his	work	is	largely	original.	As	CS	Lewis	would	have	us	believe,	Satan's	questioning	of	the	natural	order	might	seem	foolish.
However,	Milton	himself	argues	that	the	Devil	had	no	choice	but	to	doubt,	and	through	our	rational	minds,	humans	are	also	bound	to	question.	This	perspective	is	echoed	by	Blake,	who	suggests	that	Milton	was	essentially	the	Devil's	man	due	to	his	relentless	pursuit	of	reason	in	biblical	rhetoric.	A	striking	example	of	this	can	be	seen	in	the	creation	of
Eve.	Upon	finding	herself	in	a	new	world,	she	gazes	into	a	puddle	and	admires	her	own	reflection,	then	naively	tries	to	kiss	it.	This	retelling	of	Narcissus'	myth	implies	that	God	designed	women	with	innate	autoeroticism	and	bisexuality	-	a	notion	sadly	lost	on	modern	Christianity.	Milton's	masterpiece,	Paradise	Lost,	stands	out	for	its	thought-
provoking	nature	and	refusal	to	settle	on	any	one	idea.	It	invites	readers	to	engage	critically,	embracing	the	complexities	of	human	existence.	The	character	of	Satan	is	made	both	heroic	and	sympathetic,	yet	also	inherently	wrong,	setting	up	a	profound	internal	conflict.	In	Milton's	view,	sin	is	not	just	about	doubt	but	about	the	inherent	challenge	it
poses	-	constantly	deconstructing	old	answers	and	prompting	new	ones.	Metaphysically,	doubt	can	only	hurt	us	in	realms	we	are	unaware	of,	but	paradoxically,	it	serves	as	the	ally	of	all	who	struggle	against	tyranny,	whether	it	be	intellectual	or	social.	Milton's	mastery	of	the	English	language	is	undeniable,	using	idiomatically	rich	expressions	that
have	become	a	benchmark	for	writers.	His	use	of	Latin	and	adherence	to	metaphysical	poets'	styles	can	sometimes	make	his	work	challenging,	especially	given	the	vast	array	of	references	and	allusions	he	weaves	throughout	his	narrative.	For	readers	looking	into	Milton's	Paradise	Lost,	it	becomes	a	daunting	task	not	just	due	to	its	complexity	but	also
because	of	the	sheer	breadth	of	knowledge	and	cultural	depth	required.	It	is	ironic	that	while	many	find	themselves	willing	to	delve	into	expansive	fictional	worlds	like	Harry	Potter	without	complaint,	they	are	less	inclined	to	engage	with	Paradise	Lost,	missing	out	on	the	richness	it	offers.	This	piece	concludes	by	noting	the	turmoil	in	our	world	-
whether	due	to	environmental	concerns,	global	catastrophes,	or	perceived	threats	of	an	impending	apocalypse.	It	questions	if	we're	merely	trapped	in	a	web	of	misinformation	and	asks	why	people	seem	so	downtrodden	and	blue	despite	being	living	on	this	wonderful	Earth.	Miserable	realities	from	our	screens	Terror	and	false	flags	haunt	us	Usury	and
greed	suffocate	peaceful	coexistence	We're	held	captive	by	a	privileged	few,	forced	to	conform	to	their	norms	Knowledge	is	hidden,	suppressed	Forbidden	secrets	about	Satan	and	his	true	nature	Are	we	trapped	in	a	complex	web	of	deceit?	A	prison	of	materialism,	constraining	our	freedom	Capitalism's	sinister	game:	will	it	collapse	under	its	own
weight?	When	the	Elite	control	everything,	chaos	erupts	Orchestrated	anarchy,	civil	unrest,	and	economic	ruin	Swallowed	by	corporate	sharks	Inflation	ravages,	yet	workers	are	replaced	by	machines,	useless	eaters	The	Earth	is	a	farm,	we're	mere	characters	in	Orwell's	allegory	Following	the	Pied	Piper's	melody,	are	we	dancing	to	our	own	demise?
Lemmings,	cartoon	characters,	lost	in	the	herd	Is	law	enforcement	just	an	illusion?	A	game,	where	we're	pawns?	Look	around,	see	beyond	the	scripted	narratives	Ignore	mainstream	media's	edited	truths	Make	your	own	decisions,	don't	be	misled	Not	individual	witnesses,	but	rather	unwitting	participants	in	a	fabricated	reality	The	truth	is	hidden,	and
they	have	the	means	to	deceive	What's	really	happening	in	the	skies?	Is	climate	change	real,	or	is	it	geo-engineering?	Is	Satan	among	us?	Is	this	the	End	of	Days?	Or	has	he	been	here	all	along,	disguising	himself	as	Armageddon,	Jihad,	Ragnarok?	The	same	story,	different	culture	History	repeats	itself	But	what's	coming	next	for	humanity?	Can	we
trust	anyone,	especially	not	the	mainstream	media	By	Leo	I	delved	into	the	pages	of	Paradise	Lost	with	delight.	The	writing	is	magnificent,	filled	with	sensitivity.	John	Milton's	work	is	truly	admirable.	Despite	being	blind	when	he	wrote	it,	he	managed	to	find	light	in	his	darkness	and	share	it	with	readers	throughout	history.	I	cherished	every	moment
reading	this	book.	As	an	English	epic	poem,	Paradise	Lost	was	born	from	a	need	for	a	literary	masterpiece.	Greeks	had	Homer's	epics,	Italians	had	Virgil's	Aeneid	and	Dante's	Divine	Comedy,	but	England	lacked	such	a	work.	John	Milton	aimed	to	fill	this	void	with	his	early	Cambridge	days	spent	working	on	an	epic	poem	centering	around	King	Arthur.
However,	life's	upheavals	led	him	to	shift	the	theme	from	King	Arthur	to	biblical	subjects,	resulting	in	the	creation	of	Paradise	Lost.	This	epic	poem	tells	the	story	of	the	world's	creation,	from	Satan	and	his	angels'	rebellion	to	humanity's	fall.	The	focus	is	primarily	on	the	fall	of	man	as	Milton	sought	to	justify	God's	actions	towards	humans.	Adam	and
Eve	received	free	will	from	God	but	disobeyed	a	single	command:	not	tasting	the	forbidden	fruit.	This	disobedience	led	to	their	banishment	from	Paradise.	Milton	viewed	obedience	as	true	heroism,	contrasting	it	with	exercising	free	will.	He	believed	that	superiority	was	tied	to	one's	position	in	the	hierarchy	of	Heaven,	Earth,	and	Hell,	with	God	at	the
top.	This	hierarchical	structure	questioned	the	right	of	man	to	rule	over	other	men,	leading	Milton	to	support	the	execution	of	King	Charles	I,	whom	he	deemed	inferior.	When	you	understand	the	context	behind	Paradise	Lost,	its	significance	becomes	clear	Milton's	work,	Paradise	Lost,	diverges	from	traditional	military-focused	epics	by	emphasizing
moral	actions	in	nation-building.	This	mirrors	Dante's	Divine	Comedy,	yet	Milton	still	drew	inspiration	from	Homer's	The	Iliad.	The	epic	poem	seamlessly	incorporates	elements	from	both	Greek	and	Italian	classics	to	enhance	its	strength	and	beauty.	Despite	initial	reservations,	the	reader	becomes	engaged	from	Book	I	onwards,	drawn	into	a	vivid
world	where	Heaven,	Eden,	Hell,	and	biblical	characters	come	alive	through	Milton's	masterful	use	of	language.	The	story,	though	familiar,	gains	new	depth	when	reimagined	through	Milton's	words,	making	Paradise	Lost	a	captivating	read	that	rivals	Dante's	Divine	Comedy	in	epic	poem	excellence.	The	concept	of	"Paradise"	is	multifaceted	-	it	can
signify	the	absence	of	fear	and	the	state	of	blissfulness	one	experiences	in	their	current	dwelling	place,	or	it	might	represent	an	actual	heavenly	location	that	humans	strive	to	attain.	As	a	child,	the	author	once	believed	in	God	and	heaven's	existence,	attributing	beauty	and	harmony	to	the	world	due	to	loving	family	members	and	neighbors.	However,
with	growing	maturity	came	disillusionment	as	reality	revealed	imperfections	among	individuals	and	societal	issues	like	inequality	and	war.	This	loss	of	faith	is	closely	tied	to	the	title	"Paradise	Lost,"	symbolizing	the	erosion	of	trust	in	a	caring,	loving	spirit	that	once	affirmed	God's	presence.	The	author	reflects	on	this	personal	experience,	fearing	for
their	child	or	any	young	mind	to	suffer	a	similar	loss	of	innocence	and	faith	in	a	higher	power.	This	emotional	resonance	underscores	the	significance	of	Milton's	work,	Paradise	Lost,	as	it	poignantly	captures	the	struggle	between	hope	and	despair,	highlighting	the	human	quest	for	meaning	and	connection	beyond	earthly	conflicts	and	imperfections.
The	title	"Paradise	Lost"	signifies	the	loss	of	innocence	and	the	fall	of	humanity,	which	resonates	deeply	with	believers.	It	also	represents	a	deeper	existential	crisis,	questioning	the	necessity	of	human	existence	and	life	itself.	For	me,	this	work	fascinates	because	it	explores	the	loss	of	childhood	wonder	and	the	world	as	seen	through	the	eyes	of	a
child.	The	book	is	an	exploration	into	the	biblical	characters	of	Satan,	Adam,	and	Eve,	their	thoughts,	conversations,	and	fall	from	grace.	The	title	signifies	the	loss	of	paradise	or	heaven	for	God's	abode,	as	well	as	for	Satan	and	Adam	and	Eve	themselves.	This	raises	questions	about	the	nature	of	God,	the	purpose	of	human	existence,	and	the
consequences	of	desire.	The	work	also	explores	the	idea	that	even	an	omnipotent	and	omniscient	God	could	lead	to	circumstances	that	would	allow	Satan	to	desire	equality	with	Him.	Similarly,	it	questions	why	a	tree	was	planted	near	Adam	and	Eve	if	its	fruit	was	forbidden	to	them.	The	warning	given	to	Adam	about	the	consequences	of	eating	from
the	tree	seems	like	enough	of	an	allure.	The	final	words	spoken	by	the	angel	to	Adam	offer	wisdom	on	how	to	attain	paradise	within	oneself:	"You	have	attained	the	summeOf	wisdom;	hope	no	higher..."	This	verse	suggests	that	true	happiness	and	fulfillment	can	be	found	within,	rather	than	relying	solely	on	external	sources.	PATTINSON's	modesty	has
been	restored,	albeit	unexpectedly,	through	the	strategic	placement	of	branches,	stones,	and	leaves.	The	film's	director	seems	to	be	struggling	with	the	language,	however,	as	BRUCKHEIMER	notes	that	no	one	will	understand	a	word	of	it.	BAY	tries	to	reassure	him,	drawing	inspiration	from	epic	films	like	Passion	of	the	Christ	and	Apocalypto.	The
action	sequences	have	been	impressive,	featuring	ARNOLD	SCHWARZENEGGER	wielding	a	massive	laser	weapon	against	a	horde	of	DECEPTICONS.	BRUCKHEIMER	is	taken	aback	by	SCHWARZENEGGER's	character,	who	unleashes	"wrath-of-God"	upon	the	enemies.	In	contrast,	MICHAEL	DOUGLAS	portrays	Satan	in	a	dramatic	scene	with	GLENN
CLOSE,	who	plays	Sin,	his	ex.	The	dialogue	is	reminiscent	of	John	Milton's	Paradise	Lost,	and	BRUCKHEIMER	seems	skeptical	about	its	appeal	to	the	16-24	demographic.	Just	as	the	conversation	is	getting	heated,	TILDA	SWINTON	bursts	in,	revealing	that	Eve	was	framed.	She	then	zaps	BRUCKHEIMER	and	BAY,	transforming	them	into	snakes,	much
to	their	dismay.	The	film's	alternate	take	on	the	story	of	Satan	and	his	battle	with	God	has	been	met	with	resistance	from	the	director,	who	is	concerned	about	its	potential	impact	on	audiences.	Paradise	Lost	is	a	masterpiece	epic	poem	written	by	Milton,	one	of	the	most	renowned	works	of	literature	alongside	"The	Iliad"	and	"The	Odyssey"	by	Homer,
"The	Divine	Comedy"	by	Dante	Alighieri,	or	"The	Aeneid"	by	Virgil.In	"Paradise	Lost",	we	are	first	introduced	to	Lucifer's	expulsion	from	Paradise	and	his	subsequent	rebellion	against	God,	where	he	marshals	his	infernal	army	for	a	fierce	battle	with	the	celestial	angels,	including	Michael,	Uriel,	Gabriel,	and	many	others.Demonically	led,	Satanás	is
followed	by	his	generals	and	lieutenants,	such	as	Moloch,	Belial,	Belzebuth,	and	Mammon,	among	others.The	battle	between	angels	and	demons	rages	on,	reaching	a	boiling	point	where	God's	Son	must	intervene	to	stop	it.Satanás	is	defeated,	and	he	and	his	fallen	angels	are	expelled	from	the	Inferno,	where	they	build	their	palace,	Pandemonio.
Resentful	and	humiliated,	Satan	resolves	to	exact	revenge,	disguising	himself	as	a	serpent	and	infiltrating	Paradise,	deceiving	Uriel	and	eventually	convincing	Eve	to	taste	the	forbidden	fruit	from	the	Tree	of	Knowledge.Later,	we	are	told	about	Adán's	and	Eva's	expulsion	from	Paradise,	which	marks	the	conclusion	of	"Paradise	Lost".However,	this	is
not	the	end:	shortly	after,	Milton	dictates	his	daughters	"Paradise	Regained",	showcasing	his	exceptional	talent	and	literary	wisdom.Milton	was	a	polymath	who	spoke	ten	languages	(Greek,	Latin,	Hebrew,	Syriac,	Aramaic,	English,	Italian,	French,	Spanish,	&	Dutch).	Paradise	Lost	is	replete	with	linguistic	and	literary	allusions,	demonstrating	Milton's
mastery	of	multiple	languages	and	syntax.	He	makes	deliberate	references	to	famous	passages	in	other	books,	such	as	the	Latin	word	"deceived",	which	he	uses	in	Book	I.	34-36	to	convey	a	cross-linguistic	meaning.Milton	was	a	master	of	his	languages,	using	them	to	great	effect	in	his	work.	This	is	evident	in	the	many	examples	of	linguistic	virtuosity
that	can	be	discovered	throughout	the	poem,	waiting	for	readers	with	a	keen	eye	to	uncover	their	hidden	gems.John	Hale	argues	that	Milton's	decision	to	write	in	English,	rather	than	Latin,	was	motivated	by	the	fact	that	it	allowed	for	the	greatest	versatility	in	interlinguistic	and	intertextual	allusiveness.	Milton	stands	alongside	the	greats	of	Western
literature,	his	works	rivaling	those	of	Homer,	Vergil,	Dante,	and	others.	An	English	contemporary	praises	him	with	national	pride:	"Let	Greece	boast	her	Homer,	Rome	her	Vergil,	England	Milton	as	their	equal."	This	masterpiece	has	made	me	grateful	for	learning	English	at	a	young	age,	allowing	me	to	appreciate	its	beauty.	Every	English	speaker
should	read	it	to	fully	grasp	its	grandeur.	Milton's	work	is	not	just	a	literary	achievement	but	also	a	reflection	of	his	own	character	and	the	complexities	of	human	nature.	His	epic	poems,	particularly	"Paradise	Lost,"	explore	the	battle	between	good	and	evil,	pushing	readers	to	question	their	own	values	and	morals.	It's	an	introspective	piece	that	has
captivated	audiences	for	centuries,	inspiring	various	adaptations	in	film	and	television.	Those	who	have	read	it	often	find	themselves	pondering	difficult	questions:	Can	one	agree	with	Satan's	perspective?	Does	God's	word	always	justify	our	actions?	Milton's	work	encourages	readers	to	consider	multiple	viewpoints	and	alternative	opinions.	Its	themes
of	life,	death,	and	morality	continue	to	resonate	with	people	today.	As	I	delve	into	"Paradise	Lost,"	I'm	struck	by	its	lyrical	tone,	the	sonorous	language,	and	the	vastness	of	Milton's	knowledge	and	learning.	It's	a	masterpiece	that	continues	to	inspire	awe	and	contemplation,	leaving	readers	to	ponder	its	depths	long	after	finishing	it.	Paradise	Lost,
written	by	John	Milton	in	the	mid-1600s,	is	a	masterpiece	of	English	literature	that	continues	to	captivate	readers	with	its	rich	language	and	timeless	themes.	The	epic	poem	tells	the	story	of	Adam	and	Eve's	fall	from	heaven,	but	it	also	delves	into	the	complexities	of	Satan's	rebellion	and	humanity's	struggle	against	evil.	While	some	may	find	the
archaic	language	challenging	to	understand,	the	rewards	are	well	worth	the	effort.	Milton's	depiction	of	the	fallen	angels	and	their	battle	for	power	is	reminiscent	of	ancient	epics,	and	his	influence	can	be	seen	in	the	works	of	later	authors	such	as	Tolkien	and	Lewis.	One	of	the	most	striking	aspects	of	Paradise	Lost	is	its	exploration	of	complex	moral
questions.	Milton	humanizes	Satan,	making	him	a	sympathetic	figure	who	elicits	both	empathy	and	understanding.	The	poem's	themes	of	free	will,	morality,	and	the	nature	of	evil	are	timeless	and	universal.	The	language	may	have	aged,	but	the	story	remains	as	compelling	as	ever.	With	its	intricate	plot,	vivid	characters,	and	rich	historical	context,
Paradise	Lost	is	an	epic	poem	that	continues	to	captivate	readers	to	this	day.	It	is	a	testament	to	Milton's	skill	as	a	writer	that	his	work	can	be	enjoyed	by	audiences	both	in	his	time	and	centuries	later.	According	to	some,	there	are	works	that	deserve	reverence,	even	if	they	were	not	created	by	God.	This	is	evident	from	God's	oath	in	His	holy	verses,
where	He	says:	"(N	and	the	pen	with	which	they	write)."	God	knows	that	among	humans,	there	are	those	who	will	create	works	that	deserve	eternal	praise	and	admiration	more	than	others.	In	fact,	I	have	tried	several	times	to	write	something	about	this	work,	to	convey	its	grandeur	and	majesty.	However,	some	works	exist	to	dominate	our	minds	and
take	us	on	a	journey	to	another	world,	a	world	that	can	only	be	reached	through	a	special	kind	of	magic,	the	magic	of	words.	This	epic	poem	is	an	incredible	work	that	depicts	the	struggle	between	good	and	evil,	which	is	a	struggle	precisely	because	Satan	is	so	alluring	and	interesting.	The	struggle	isn't	just	between	mythic	forces,	but	within	the
human	heart	itself,	which	gives	the	work	its	underlying	tone	of	tender	sadness.	It's	a	tale	of	loss,	jealousy,	and	narcissism,	and	it	can	be	quite	unexpectedly	heartbreaking	at	times.	The	poetry	in	this	work	can	be	dense	and	difficult	to	understand,	full	of	allusions	that	may	not	be	immediately	apparent.	This	is	perhaps	why	it	didn't	become	a	"classic"
until	someone	produced	an	annotated	version.	Nevertheless,	this	is	a	work	that	can	be	enjoyed	on	its	own	terms,	as	a	self-consciously	grand	epic.	In	fact,	some	have	argued	that	the	struggle	between	good	and	evil	is	a	reflection	of	human	nature	itself,	with	God	knowing	that	among	humans,	there	are	those	who	will	create	works	that	deserve	eternal
praise	and	admiration	more	than	others.	The	human	fall	in	Adam	and	Eve's	story	holds	a	unique	poetic	value,	whereas	the	narrative	part	of	the	second	half	is	more	conventional.	While	some	may	find	difficulty	adjusting	to	Milton's	style,	this	book	offers	an	enriching	experience	that	parallels	Dante's	Divine	Comedy.	It	has	been	translated	into	English
partially	and	Dutch	fully,	solidifying	its	place	on	my	re-read	list.	The	poem	presents	a	compelling	portrayal	of	Lucifer,	known	as	the	Prince	of	Hell,	an	antihero	of	unparalleled	depth.	The	story	delves	into	the	Fall	of	Man	from	Eden,	the	temptation	by	Satan,	and	the	subsequent	loss	of	humanity's	connection	with	God.	However,	it	is	the	narrative
surrounding	Satan's	descent	into	Tartarus	that	truly	captivates.	Satan	serves	as	a	representation	of	humanity's	complexities	–	boasting	flaws	such	as	arrogance	and	hypocrisy.	His	pursuit	of	appreciation	over	God's	creation	ultimately	leads	to	his	downfall.	The	poem	also	shines	through	its	magnificent	black	verse,	particularly	in	lines	like:	"Better	to
reign	in	Hell,	then	serve	in	Heav'n."	A	poignant	aspect	is	the	sympathetic	understanding	we	develop	for	Satan,	who	initially	presents	himself	as	a	savior	to	free	thinkers.	Nevertheless,	his	ultimate	fate	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	dire	consequences	stemming	from	his	actions.	Milton's	masterpiece,	Paradise	Lost,	presents	a	complex	exploration	of
humanity's	relationship	with	God	and	the	nature	of	evil.	The	epic	asks	profound	questions:	Why	does	Satan	rebel	against	God?	Is	God	a	just	or	barbaric	deity?	What	role	does	Satan	play	in	tempting	humans,	and	why	is	he	so	charismatic	despite	being	the	embodiment	of	evil?	Milton's	work	is	not	about	promoting	Satanism	but	rather	crafting	a
magnificent	villain	that	has	captivated	readers	for	centuries.	The	poem	delves	into	the	creation	story,	revealing	God's	grand	design:	a	creature	endowed	with	reason,	capable	of	governing	the	world	and	acknowledging	its	divine	creator.	that	over-used	cliché,	"beautiful,"	but	so	it	goes.	I	usually	abhor	re-reading	books,	but	I	anticipate	reading	Paradise
Lost	many	times	during	my	lifetime.	Part	of	why	the	poem	is	so	compelling	is	Milton's	portrayal	of	Lucifer.	For	those	who	wish	to	experience	perhaps	the	best	tragic	character	ever	conceived—rivaling	Oedipus,	Faust,	Hamlet,	Captain	Ahab,	and	King	Lear—read	this	book.	Unlike	Dante,	whose	Satan	is	a	dumb,	savage	brute,	Milton's	Satan	is	exquisitely
human.	The	universe	of	Paradise	Lost	is	not	carved	up	into	unambiguous	Good	vs.	unambiguous	Evil;	it	is,	instead,	a	far	more	subtle,	psychological	realm	of	sin,	disobedience,	rebellion,	lust,	ambition,	and	folly.	Satan	is	not	evil,	but	ambitious	to	the	point	of	insanity.	And	who	could	not	identify	with	that?But	be	warned:	this	book	is	difficult.	Milton	is
one	of	the	most	educated	writers	of	all	time;	his	learning	was	vast	and	deep.	The	language,	dense;	the	allusions,	many;	the	journey,	nigh	endless.	But	it	is	one	that	you	will	remember	fondly.	In	Milton's	own	words:	“Long	is	the	way,	and	hard,	that	out	of	Hell	leads	up	to	light.”	And,	when	it	is	over,	you	will	perhaps	find	that	the	journey	was	a
paradise.And	when	you	put	the	book	down,	you	may	mourn	that	your	happy	journey	through	Milton's	epic	has	come	to	an	end.	But	be	not	sad.	For	the	poem	will	live	on	within	the	chambers	of	your	mind,	and	"Thou	shalt	possess	a	Paradise	within	thee,	happier	far."


