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If	you	are	a	Floridan	or	a	tourist	looking	for	something	to	do	besides	going	to	a	theme	park	or	the	beach,	then	you	may	want	to	check	out	these	downtown	areas.			According	to	WorldAtlas,	the	Sunshine	State	has	some	of	the	best	downtown	areas	that	"deliver	great	vacation	and	getaway	experiences."		RELATED:	Orlando	is	the	best	US	destination	for
a	staycation:	report	"From	ritzy	shopping	in	Naples	and	Palm	Beach	to	wandering	the	historic	and	well-preserved	streets	of	St.	Augustine	and	Micanopy,	each	location	contributes	uniquely	to	Florida's	appeal	as	a	tourist	destination,"	WorldAtlas	said	about	its	list.		Here	are	eight	of	the	best	downtown	areas	in	Florida,	according	to	WorldAtlas:	
NaplesSt.	AugustineWinter	ParkWinter	GardenKey	WestPalm	BeachDeLandMicanopy	RELATED:	These	5	Florida	cities	rank	among	the	worst	to	buy	a	home	in	the	next	5	years:	report	Click	here	to	read	the	full	report.		FloridaOrlandoWinter	GardenWinter	ParkDeLandNewsThings	To	Do	The	best	main	streets	reveal	a	town's	true	character	in	one
glance,	offering	a	balance	of	attractions	without	being	overly	touristy.	In	Florida,	towns	manage	to	provide	just	the	right	mix	of	culture	and	attractions	to	keep	visitors	intrigued	but	not	overwhelmed.	These	towns	are	perfect	for	exploring,	with	ample	opportunities	to	play,	rest,	and	recharge.	From	the	quaint	Key	West	to	the	larger	town	of	Naples,
each	offers	a	unique	and	picturesque	setting	where	you	can	relax,	enjoy	family	fun,	and	indulge.	Discover	why	Stuart	is	known	as	“America’s	Happiest	Seaside	Town”	on	Florida’s	Treasure	Coast,	or	experience	a	slice	of	Greece	along	Tarpon	Springs'	Dodecanese	Blvd.	DeLand	Persimmon	Hollow	Brewery	and	other	shops	in	downtown	DeLand,	Florida,
via	SR	Productions	/	Shutterstock.com	Located	in	the	heart	of	the	state,	the	historic	city	of	DeLand	is	easy	to	access	and	memorable	with	its	highly	walkable	downtown.	New	York	Avenue,	known	for	family	favorites	like	the	Haunted	Antique	Shop	and	Paranormal	Museum,	and	the	popular	Freedom	Playground,	is	lined	with	beautifully	restored	vintage
buildings.	At	the	intersection	with	Woodland	Boulevard,	you'll	find	the	Florida	Victorian	Architectural	Salvage	from	1926,	offering	over	8,000	square	feet	of	architectural	treasures	and	epitomizing	downtown's	commitment	to	repurposing	artifacts.	Cafe	in	downtown	DeLand,	Florida,	via	JennLShoots	/	Shutterstock.com	Adjacent	to	this,	the	area's	only
meadery,	Abbey	Bar,	is	part	of	the	Cool	Craft	Trail.	Nearby,	Elusive	Grape	appeals	to	wine	enthusiasts,	while	Persimmon	Hollow	and	Hyderhead	Brewery	offer	atmospheric	evenings.	This	award-winning	area	boasts	irresistible	shops	and	dining	for	all	tastes,	ranging	from	adorable	boutiques	to	vinyl	record	stores	and	antique	shops,	set	against	historic
facades.	In	summer,	visitors	can	swim	with	Florida's	manatees	at	nearby	Blue	Spring	State	Park	and	enjoy	annual	festivities	and	outdoor	markets.	Dunedin	Urban	views	on	Douglas	Ave	in	Dunedin,	Florida	Dunedin,	or	"Dùn	Èideann"	in	Gaelic,	meaning	Edinburgh,	is	a	charming	town	just	north	of	Tampa	and	St.	Petersburg.	Known	for	its	positive	vibes
and	affordability,	Dunedin	has	been	dubbed	the	“Best	Walkable	Small	Town”	and	is	near	“#1	Best	Beach	in	America.”	Its	pedestrian-friendly	Main	Street	is	lined	with	colorful	shops	and	restaurants,	like	the	pet-friendly	Our	Place	Dunedin.	Families	can	enjoy	rides	on	the	Jolley	Trolley	trams	and	visit	the	Art	from	the	Heart	Cafe.	As	a	town	first	settled
by	Scots	in	1852,	Dunedin	celebrates	its	Scottish	heritage.	Roads	like	Keene	Road	and	Achieva	Way,	along	with	various	eateries	and	pubs,	reflect	this	heritage.	The	town's	old-country	vibe	is	enhanced	by	cultural	events	and	festivals,	such	as	the	Dunedin	Celtic	Music	Festival	and	the	Craft	Beer	Festival,	which	immerse	the	town	in	Scottish	traditions,
complete	with	music,	food,	and	craft	beer.	Fernandina	Beach	Main	street	of	Historic	town	center	of	Fernandina	Beach	on	Amelia	Island,	via	peeterv	/	iStock.com	Imbued	with	Old-Florida	charm	and	tropical	allure,	Fernandina	Beach	on	Amelia	Island	offers	a	mix	of	big	city	amenities	and	spectacular	beaches.	It's	a	magnet	for	photographers,
Instagrammers,	and	holidaymakers	seeking	a	vibrant	atmosphere.	The	family-friendly	Central	Street,	stretching	from	the	Amelia	Island	Welcome	Center,	past	Central	Park,	to	the	picturesque	waterfront	along	Atlantic	Avenue,	is	a	delight	for	visitors.	Overlooking	the	Amelia	River,	Fernandina	Harbour	Marina	provides	a	gateway	for	boating	enthusiasts
to	explore	the	Intracoastal	Waterway	near	the	Florida-Georgia	border.	The	town's	walkable	downtown	features	a	plethora	of	shops	and	restaurants	housed	in	historic	buildings.	Notably,	The	Palace	Saloon,	established	in	1903	by	Adolphus	Busch,	founder	of	Anheuser-Busch,	is	the	oldest	continually	operating	bar	in	Florida	and	a	popular	nightlife
destination.	The	Nassau	County	Courthouse,	an	architectural	gem	from	the	late	19th	century,	remains	active	with	judicial	and	governmental	affairs.	Additionally,	the	Lesesne	House,	dating	back	to	1860,	stands	as	one	of	the	state's	finest	examples	of	classic	Revival-style	architecture.	Key	West	Street	view	of	the	Main	Strip	in	the	Downtown	City	where
all	the	bars	are	located	in	Key	West,	Florida	Key	West,	the	southernmost	point	in	the	continental	US,	is	a	city	where	everyday	feels	like	a	celebration.	Originally	named	Cayo	Hueso	by	the	Spanish,	meaning	"Bone	Islet,"	due	to	the	discovery	of	human	bones,	it	has	retained	its	charm	through	various	historical	events,	including	battles	against	pirates	and
a	devastating	fire	in	1886.	Duval	Street,	the	heart	of	Key	West,	is	lined	with	historical	buildings,	restaurants,	and	shops,	each	reflecting	the	season's	spirit.	It's	a	short	walk	from	the	crystal-clear	waters	ideal	for	scuba	diving,	sailing,	and	snorkeling.	This	palm-lined	main	street	draws	artists,	writers,	and	families	seeking	inspiration	amidst	its	unique
architecture,	modern	attractions,	and	conch-style	houses.	Reflecting	a	fusion	of	Cuban,	West	Indian,	Bahamian,	and	American	cultures,	Key	West	has	attracted	notable	figures	like	Ernest	Hemingway	and	Tennessee	Williams.	The	downtown	area,	rich	in	tropical	ambiance,	leads	to	a	sun-kissed	coastline.	The	island,	known	for	its	19th-century	wooden
homes	once	inhabited	by	writers,	bursts	into	life	every	July	with	the	Hemingway	Days	Festival,	a	celebration	of	its	literary	heritage.	Micanopy	Historic	downtown	Micanopy,	near	Gainesville,	Florida.	Nestled	just	10	miles	south	of	Gainesville,	Micanopy	is	a	quaint	town	steeped	in	charm	and	history.	As	it	approaches	its	203rd	anniversary,	Micanopy	is
celebrated	as	one	of	Florida's	hidden	gems.	Its	main	street	offers	a	tranquil	escape,	easily	accessible	via	the	renowned	S.R.	441,	which	passes	through	Paynes	Prairie	Preserve	State	Park	and	is	famously	mentioned	in	Tom	Petty	and	the	Heartbreakers’	song	"American	Girl."	Cholokka	Boulevard,	the	heart	of	Micanopy,	radiates	quintessential	Old
Florida	energy.	Visitors	can	start	their	day	with	coffee	and	pastries	at	notable	spots	like	Mosswood	Farm	Store	and	Bake	House.	The	street	is	perfect	for	leisurely	strolls,	featuring	architectural	marvels	and	artisan	shops	ideal	for	finding	unique	gifts,	books,	and	home	decor.	Lined	with	antique	shops,	cafes,	bakeries,	restaurants,	and	galleries,	the
boulevard	is	shaded	by	majestic	oak	trees	draped	in	Spanish	moss,	offering	a	serene	environment	for	relaxation	and	exploration.	Mount	Dora	Street	view	of	downtown	Mount	Dora,	Florida,	via	JennLShoots	/	Shutterstock.com	Situated	beside	two	scenic	lakes,	Mount	Dora	is	a	picturesque	town	in	Central	Florida	that	captivates	visitors	with	its	historic
charm.	The	historic	downtown,	especially	along	North	Donnelly	Street,	is	a	hub	for	local	events	and	features	quaint	shops.	The	town	bursts	into	life	during	the	Mount	Dora	Spring	Festival,	with	celebrations	extending	to	the	lakeshores.	The	Mount	Dora	Historic	District	exudes	small-town	allure,	with	historic	sites	like	the	Goblin	Market	Restaurant	&
Lounge	and	the	Lakeside	Inn,	which	has	been	operational	since	1883,	nestled	among	other	19th-century	buildings.	Mount	Dora's	vibrant	art	scene,	showcased	in	downtown	galleries,	studios,	and	festivals,	is	a	highlight	on	the	state's	antique	trail,	which	includes	the	famous	Renninger’s	Flea	Market	and	Antique	Center.	Local	eateries	offer	a	variety	of
dining	experiences,	from	casual	to	fine	dining,	with	farm-fresh	cuisine	from	the	surrounding	area.	Notable	establishments	include	The	Frog	and	Monkey	Restaurant	&	Pub	and	Copacabana	Cuban	Café.	Outdoor	activities	abound,	with	opportunities	to	explore	Lake	Dora,	known	as	the	“Bass	Capital	of	the	World,”	by	pontoon	boat	or	catboat,	set	against
a	backdrop	of	lush	greenery.	Naples	Tourists	walking	and	shopping	along	the	restaurants	and	luxury	stores	of	5th	Avenue	in	downtown	Naples,	Florida,	AevanStock	/	Shutterstock.com	Founded	in	the	1880s,	Naples	is	a	town	in	southwestern	Florida,	situated	along	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	Contrary	to	the	idea	of	being	a	destination	for	Italian	immigrants,
Naples	is	actually	a	cultural	hub	on	the	Paradise	Coast,	drawing	families	and	retirees	with	its	tropically	infused	atmosphere.	The	vibrant	downtown	showcases	historic	architecture,	and	the	town	is	renowned	for	its	miles	of	sugar-sand	beaches	and	a	popular	fishing	pier.	Key	areas	include	Broad	Avenue,	stretching	from	shore	to	shore,	and	Gulf	Shore
Boulevard	by	the	waterfront,	while	Third	Street	hosts	numerous	venues.	Naples,	known	for	its	lively	events	on	Fifth	Street,	is	home	to	Victoria	Park,	featuring	hundreds	of	beautifully	decorated	homes,	a	highlight	in	Southwest	Florida.	The	intersection	of	Third	and	Fifth	Streets	is	a	bustling	area	with	upscale	shops,	bars,	and	restaurants,	including
Italian-style	patio	cafes	perfect	for	people-watching.	The	heart	of	Naples	offers	the	lush	Caribbean	Gardens	and	Zoo,	providing	a	refreshing	escape.	Additionally,	the	nearby	5-acre	Collier	County	Museum,	an	open-air	historical	park,	enriches	the	cultural	experience.	Pensacola	Zaragoza	Street	in	the	downtown	Pensacola,	Florida,	via	Stillgravity	/
Shutterstock.com	Pensacola,	known	as	America’s	first	settlement,	boasts	a	rich	history.	The	town	is	adorned	with	old-growth	moss-covered	oak	trees	and	crepe	myrtles,	complementing	its	Spanish-influenced	architectural	grandeur.	Palafox	Street,	the	main	thoroughfare,	is	ideal	for	exploring	the	town,	even	during	a	brief	visit.	Starting	from	the
parking	lot	near	Palafox	Pier	and	Plaza	de	Luna,	visitors	can	enjoy	a	coffee	while	overlooking	the	bustling	Port	of	Pensacola	and	Pensacola	Bay.	The	marina	and	shipyard	are	highlighted	by	the	imposing	bronze	statue	of	the	Spanish	explorer,	Don	Tristán	de	Luna	y	Arellano.	The	town	has	transformed	its	historical	saloons	and	brothels	into	a	hub	of
locally-flavored	restaurants	and	bars.	Highlights	include	Restaurant	IRON	and	the	Old	Hickory	Whiskey	Bar.	While	exploring,	don't	miss	historic	Plaza	Ferdinand	and	Seville	Square,	as	well	as	museums	and	unique	shops	like	Bubba’s	Sweet	Spot,	Bodacious	Brew,	and	Carmen’s	Lunch	Bar	&	Tapas.	Currently	adorned	for	Winterfest,	the	celebrations
radiate	from	the	corner	of	Government	Street	and	Palafox	Place,	featuring	shows,	live	music,	carriage	rides,	and	Santa's	Holiday	Express.	St.	Augustine	Shops	and	inn	line	the	main	street	in	St.	Augustine,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	Sean	Pavone	/	Shutterstock.com	St.	Augustine,	the	nation's	oldest	continuously	settled	city,	was	founded	by	the	Spaniards
in	1565,	though	they	first	landed	in	search	of	the	legendary	Fountain	of	Youth	in	1513.	This	historic	city	is	known	for	its	centuries-old	architecture,	showcasing	Moorish	and	Spanish	colonial	styles	in	its	Historic	District.	St.	Augustine,	with	its	intricate	blend	of	modern	and	cultural	elements,	stands	as	one	of	the	most	aesthetically	rich	towns	in	the
United	States.	The	Castillo	de	San	Marcos,	a	symbol	of	the	Spanish	Empire	and	the	oldest	masonry	fort	in	the	United	States,	was	built	between	1672	and	1695.	This	national	monument,	located	near	the	southern	tip	of	the	peninsula,	gives	St.	Marcos	Ave.,	the	main	street,	its	name.	The	street	is	lined	with	restored	Spanish	colonial	buildings	and	sites.
The	town's	multicultural	thoroughfare	maintains	its	historic	charm,	complete	with	Old	Town	trolleys	and	quaint	street	cafés.	Must-visit	sites	include	the	Lightner	Museum,	the	St.	Augustine	Lighthouse	and	Museum,	and	the	Government	House	Museum.	Be	sure	to	explore	the	hidden	courtyards,	which	offer	a	serene	glimpse	into	the	town's	500-year
history.	Stuart	Old	Stuart	Department	Store	building,	now	Stuart	City	Hall	Annex,	NW	corner	of	SW	Flagler	Avenue	and	SW	St,	Lucie	Avenue,	Stuart,	Florida,	By	Stephen	B	Calvert	Clariosophic	-	Own	work,	CC	BY-SA	3.0,	Wikimedia	Commons	Stuart,	often	referred	to	as	“America’s	Happiest	Seaside	Town”	along	Florida’s	Treasure	Coast,	is	celebrated
for	its	historic	riverfront	downtown.	This	vibrant	area	provides	a	delightful	dining	and	drinking	scene,	enhanced	by	over	a	dozen	murals	that	reflect	Stuart’s	unique	charm.	The	Sailfish	Marker	trail	guides	visitors	through	Stuart’s	rich	history,	highlighting	landmarks	like	the	Court	House	Cultural	Center	and	the	Stuart	Feed	Store	Museum.	At	the
waterfront	end	of	Seminole	Street	is	the	Riverwalk	Stage.	Just	steps	from	the	St.	Lucie	River,	the	Riverwalk	boardwalk	extends	from	the	docks	of	Sunset	Bay	Marina	to	the	historic	homes	on	Seminole	Street.	Visitors	can	discover	over	50	locally	owned	shops,	restaurants,	and	galleries	nestled	within	turn-of-the-century	buildings,	with	history	evident	at
every	turn.	Stuart	showcases	a	variety	of	attractions,	from	the	beaches	along	Ocean	Boulevard	(Hwy	A1A)	to	year-round	live	entertainment.	Key	venues	include	the	Lyric	Theatre,	beautifully	restored	to	its	1926	origins	on	Flagler	Avenue,	and	the	Geoffrey	C.	Smith	Gallery	on	Osceola	Street,	home	to	fine	art	and	the	iconic	Stuart	Sailfish	statue.	Tarpon
Springs	Street	view	in	Tarpon	Springs,	Florida	Situated	just	45	minutes	north	of	St.	Petersburg,	Tarpon	Springs	showcases	Greek	Revival	elegance	against	the	beautiful	backdrop	of	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	The	town,	named	after	the	abundant	tarpon	fish	in	the	area,	is	famously	known	as	the	"sponge	capital	of	the	world"	and	features	a	downtown	that	is
listed	on	the	National	Register	of	Historic	Places.	With	the	most	significant	Greek	heritage	in	the	region,	the	influence	of	Greek	settlers	is	apparent	in	its	traditions,	architecture,	and	cuisine,	providing	some	of	the	finest	Mediterranean	food	available.	The	town's	commercial	districts,	characterized	by	their	now-whitewashed	buildings,	host	art	galleries,
antique	shops,	and	specialty	boutiques.	Once	historical	markets,	these	areas	have	transformed	into	vibrant	spaces	offering	a	variety	of	goods.	The	blend	of	Greek	heritage	and	51	miles	of	waterfront	attracts	visitors	to	the	charming	brick	streets	of	the	Historic	District's	Dodecanese	Blvd.	and	the	surrounding	winding	pathways.	Ranging	from	shops
selling	natural	sponges	to	historic	buildings	dating	back	to	the	late	1800s,	the	Tarpon	Springs	Performing	Arts	and	Cultural	Center	serves	as	a	focal	point	for	theater,	art	exhibitions,	and	concerts.	Exploring	New	Towns	Exploring	a	new	town	can	feel	overwhelming	with	so	much	to	see	and	do,	but	don't	let	that	discourage	you	from	visiting	these	11
towns	in	Florida.	Each	town	captures	the	heart	and	soul	of	the	state,	featuring	main	streets	that	vibrate	with	life	and	character.		There’s	nothing	quite	like	strolling	through	local	mom-and-pop	shops	in	the	downtown	area,	whether	you're	shopping	or	dining.	Once	you	step	beyond	the	main	thoroughfare,	you’ll	find	yourself	eager	to	explore	further,
often	uncovering	beautiful	waterfronts	and	historic	landmarks.	A	prime	example	is	St.	Augustine's	impressive	Castillo	de	San	Marcos,	a	testament	to	the	rich	history	ingrained	in	these	Floridian	towns.	Downtown	Orlando	is	home	to	City	Hall,	and	an	ecliptic	mix	of	modern	office	towers,	and	19th-century	buildings.	The	world	class	Dr.	Phillips	Center
shows	a	wide	variety	of	performing	arts	and	is	home	to	Orlando	Ballet,	Orlando	Philharmonic	Orchestra	and	Orlando	Ballet,	while	the	nearby	Kia	Center	features	big-name	concerts	and	is	home	to	the	Orlando	Magic	and	Orlando	Solar	Bears..Downtown	is	also	home	to	the	Orlando	City	and	Orlando	Pride	soccer	teams	at	the	Inter	&	Co	Stadium.
Camping	World	Stadium	is	home	to	s	world	class	events	like	the	NFL	Pro	Bowl,	Citrus	Bowl,	Camping	World	Bowl,	Cure	Bowl,	and	more.At	the	heart	of	Downtown	is	the	gorgeous	Lake	Eola	Park	and	the	famous	Lake	Eola	Fountain.At	night	Downtown	Orlando	takes	on	a	truly	magical	and	exciting	atmosphere	with	a	wonderful	mix	of	craft	cocktail
bars,	live	music	and	entertainment,	nightclubs	and	bars.Foodies	will	discover	Downtown's	dynamic	food	scene.	From	soul	food	to	farm-to-table	fresh	to	global	flavors,	diversity	defines	Downtown	Orlando	as	a	delicious	culinary	destination.Downtown	Orlando	really	is	an	amazing	place	just	waiting	to	be	discovered,	so	lets	check	out	the	Top	15
Experiences	that	allow	you	to	turn	up	fun!Discover	Downtown.	It’s	more	than	an	invitation,	it’s	also	the	name	of	the	information	center	dedicated	to	all	things	“DTO”	(a	local	nickname	for	downtown	Orlando).	Located	near	the	corner	of	Orange	Avenue	and	Church	Street	with	a	selfie-inspiring	mega	DTO	out	front,	Discover	Downtown	is	where	you’ll
get	info	on	events,	attractions,	arts,	dining,	lodging,	transportation,	parking	-	basically	everything	you	need	to	know	about	downtown	Orlando.While	discovering	downtown,	be	sure	to	snag	some	wearables,	art,	and	goods	from	local	makers	and	brands,	and	check	out	the	30-foot	downtown-inspired	mural	by	renowned	international	artist	and	Orlando
resident	Boy	Kong.Harry	P.	Leu	Gardens	is	a	perfect	spot	in	downtown	Orlando	to	go	on	a	sightseeing	tour,	it	is	one	of	downtown	orlando	attractions	which	is	definitely	worth	your	time.In	Harry	P.	Leu	Gardens	you	will	find	palm	gardens,	bird	gardens,	butterfly	gardens,	and	much	more	interesting	sights.	The	number	of	cultivars	in	the	Gardens	is	over
230,	and	about	2,000	plants.	You	also	get	to	find	varieties	of	Flora	you	might	have	never	seen	before.Some	of	the	features	these	gardens	boast	of	include	tropical	and	semi-tropical	species.	The	Shady	Oaks	and	Camellias	in	these	gardens	provide	shade	across	the	garden’s	pathways.As	most	of	these	plants	don’t	have	tallying	seasons,	the	garden	seem	a
lot	different	from	various	seasons.While	in	the	gardens,	try	checking	out	the	Leu	House	Museum,	situated	in	the	very	house	Mr.	Leu	lived	during	his	days.Some	towns	are	built	on	the	shorelines	of	a	lake.	Not	Downtown	Orlando.	DT	has	the	whole	lake	at	its	urban	center,	and	it’s	a	beautiful	stretch	of	water	surrounded	by	verdant	parklands.	The	lake
has	a	walkable	circumference	of	just	under	one	mile	and	covers	almost	twenty-three	acres.The	iconic	Lake	Eola	Fountain,	elegantly	sprays	water	jets	by	day	and	by	night,	illuminates	the	lake	with	an	amazing	display	of	colored	lighting.There’s	a	market	held	in	Lake	Eola	Park	every	Sunday,	plus	frequent	festivals	and	open-air	concerts	take	place	in	the
park	and	the	Walt	Disney	AmphitheaterOne	of	the	most	photographed	and	iconic	places	in	Downtown	Orlando	is	its	crown	jewel,	Lake	Eola	Park.	Even	if	you’re	a	local,	you	haven’t	lived	until	you’ve	taken	a	voyage	across	Lake	Eola	on	a	swan	paddle	boat.	Each	boat	holds	up	to	four	passengers	and	can	be	rented	Tuesday	-	Sunday	from	10	am	to	7	pm.
After	your	ride,	take	a	walk	around	the	park	to	see	five	different	species	of	swans.Grab	a	map	from	the	DT	Orlando	Information	Center	and	go	on	a	self-guided	tour	of	DT’s	streets	to	discover	the	nine	contemporary	sculptures	which	are	Art	Orlando.	Not	only	will	you	get	to	know	Downtown	as	you	walk	around,	you’ll	be	seriously	impressed	by	these
stunning	works	of	art.The	Take	Flight	sculpture	decorates	the	shoreline	of	Lake	Eola	and	is	a	flock	of	metal	birds	which	appear	to	be	caught	in	eternal	flight.	The	Union	is	a	mesmerizing	formation	of	curved	metal	wings	which	move	in	the	breeze.	The	Cedar	of	Lebanon	is	a	staggering,	three-story	high	artistic	creation	representing	tree	life.	Sit	in	the
hand	of	the	Muse	of	Discovery	for	a	photo.	This	enormous	sculpture	of	a	prone	woman	is	half-buried	under	a	bank	of	earth	and	greenery.	And	those	are	just	a	few	of	them.	Each	and	every	one	of	the	Art	Orlando	sculptures	will	give	you	an	Instagram-worthy	photo.	Make	sure	you	snap	a	picture	of	them	all.Explore	the	five	stories	of	the	Orange	County
History	Center	to	discover	all	about	Orlando’s	past	plus	lots	of	regional	Florida	history	too.The	museum	on	Central	Boulevard	in	DT	Orlando	is	housed	in	a	neoclassical,	late	1920’s	building	which	was	originally	a	courthouse.	There	are	diverse	exhibitions	ranging	from	agriculture	to	aviation	and	space	travel.	Examples	of	the	flora	and	fauna	of	Florida,
replicas	of	pioneer	cabins	and	stories	and	artifacts	of	the	Indigenous	natives	and	African	Americans.The	History	Center	offers	a	fascinating	insight	into	how	life	has	changed	in	Florida	over	the	past	one	hundred	years	morphing	from	an	agricultural	community	into	tourism.This	hub	of	day	and	nighttime	entertainment	is	one	of	the	top	places	to	have	fun
in	Downtown	Orlando.	Home	to	shops,	restaurants,	and	plenty	of	bars	(that	turn	into	full-on	clubs	after	dark),	you	could	easily	start	and	finish	your	night	without	ever	leaving	Wall	Street	Plaza.	The	outdoor	square	gets	packed-out	for	special	events	such	as	New	Year’s	Eve,	St.	Patrick’s	Day,	Halloween	and	a	few	local	events	such	as	RumFest,	Florida
Music	Fest	and	City	Skip	Day.	The	road	is	also	closed	off	to	traffic	every	Friday	and	Saturday	night	from	9pm	for	their	weekly	‘Block	Parties’,	with	live	DJs	(and	no	cover	charge)Take	a	walk	through	downtown	Orlando,	and	you’ll	discover	art	in	unexpected	places,	including	larger-than-life	butterflies,	a	vintage	Orlando	postcard,	hanging	gardens,	even
a	parking	garage	covered	with	murals.	Orlando	Science	Center	is	Central	Florida’s	award-winning,	hands-on	science	museum.	For	more	than	60	years,	our	exhibits	and	programming	have	brought	science	to	life	for	not	just	residents	of	Central	Florida,	but	also	visitors	from	around	the	world.With	four	floors	of	interactive	exhibit	halls,	labs	and
workshops,	theaters,	an	observatory,	and	experiences	that	change	with	the	seasons,	there	is	always	something	exciting	for	our	670,000	annual	visitors	to	see	and	do	at	Orlando	Science	Center.	Mixing	architecture	and	history	is	a	great	way	to	spend	the	day	and	learn	more	about	downtown	Orlando	with	the	self-guided	Historic	Districts	Walking	Tour.
You’ll	learn	about	structures	that	were	designed	and	built	when	horses	were	still	clopping	along	Church	Street	and	see	how	they’ve	been	adapted	for	modern	uses.The	Wells’	Built	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture	on	South	Street	in	Downtown	Orlando	is	a	historic	hotel	converted	to	a	museum.	The	hotel	was	built	by	Dr.	Wells	in	the
1920’s	to	accommodate	visitors	to	Orlando	who	were	barred	from	other	establishments	because	of	the	segregation	rules	of	the	state	in	force	in	that	era.The	museum	houses	numerous	exhibits	and	artifacts	relating	to	many	of	the	hotel’s	famous	guests	which	include	singers,	musicians,	and	sports	stars	as	well	as	memorabilia	related	to	the	Civil	Rights
Movement.East	End	Market	is	a	2-storey	market-cum-arcade	that	aims	to	showcase	the	best	of	what	Central	Florida	has	to	offer	in	terms	of	cooked	food,	art,	and	fresh	produce.	The	unofficial	centre	of	Downtown	Orlando,	Church	Street	really	is	the	place	to	go	for	first-timers	wanting	to	get	to	know	the	city	a	little	better.	It’s	home	to	some	of	the	city’s
best	restaurants,	a	bustling	nightlife	scene	and	the	iconic	Railroad	Depot	(that	now	sits	alongside	the	newly-built	‘SunRail’).As	the	historic	centre	of	Orlando,	the	old	Railroad	Depot	was	built	in	1889	and	still	stands	as	a	reminder	of	the	city’s	long-lost	past,	well	before	Disney	and	Universal	arrived.	Meanwhile,	the	SunRail	commuter	rail	project	links
Church	Street	with	3	other	downtown	areas	of	Orlando.	It’s	here	that	you’ll	find	several	clubs,	theatres,	shopping	complexes	and	the	huge	Kia	Center	sports	arena.Just	east	of	the	central	Lake	Eola,	you’ll	find	this	cool	and	quiet	neighbourhood	that	really	feels	like	you’ve	escaped	the	city	for	an	out-of-town	suburb.	But	there’s	a	difference	with
Thornton	Park	–	the	area	has	plenty	in	the	way	of	hip	cafés,	cool	galleries	and	a	few	bistros,	all	set	around	some	ever-so-quaint	old	cobbled	streets.	Well	worth	a	few	hours	to	stretch	your	legs	in	Downtown	Orlando.Order	ahead	for	pick-up	at	your	favorite	downtown	restaurant	or	food	truck	to	support	the	tastemakers	who	put	Orlando’s	food	scene	on
the	map,	or	pack	a	picnic	basket	with	your	favorite	tastes	from	home.	Pick	a	soft	spot	on	the	lawn	in	Lake	Eola	Park	and	watch	the	sun	set	on	downtown’s	skyline	while	the	fountain’s	light	show	turns	up	the	night.	This	truly	is	the	City	Beautiful.Gotta	Go	Orlando	offers	the	latest	entertainment	news,	together	with	all	the	latest	events	and	things	to	do
throughout	Central	Florida.	We	feature	concerts,	theater,	culture,	nightlife,	food	&	drink.	theme	parks,	attractions,	festivals,	events,	and	more.With	news	and	information	being	released	on	a	daily	basis,	we	encourage	you	to	sign	up	for	our	newsletter	and	stay	in	the	loop	with	all	the	latest	exciting	news	from	our	local	community.	You	can	also	join	the
local	conversation	on	X,	Facebook,	Instagram,	and	YouTube.Got	a	story	to	tell	Orlando?	Contact	us	now.	To	advertise	with	us,	click	here,	and	to	list	your	upcoming	event	with	us,	submit	it	here.	The	downtown	areas	of	these	charming	Florida	towns	offer	a	blend	of	old-world	architecture,	upscale	shops,	and	vibrant	cultural	scenes.	Winter	Garden,
Sarasota,	and	Boca	Grande	are	among	the	best	downtown	areas	Florida	has	to	offer,	known	for	their	nostalgic	charm,	picturesque	waterfronts,	and	historic	ambiance.	These	Florida	towns	with	amazing	downtowns	provide	a	laid-back	vacation	alternative	to	the	bustling	big	cities,	offering	unique	experiences,	local	boutiques,	and	proximity	to	white-
sand	beaches	and	blue	waters.	Florida	is	a	Sunshine	State	known	as	much	for	its	bustling	big	cities	as	its	unique	and	pretty	towns.	The	many	picturesque	Floridian	towns	pack	in	the	perfect	getaway	where	people	can	relax,	indulge	in	fun	activities,	dine	at	local	restaurants,	visit	local	boutiques	and	museums,	and	shop	till	one	drops	-	all	a	few	steps
away	from	white	powdery	beaches	and	brilliant	blue	waters.	In	fact,	they're	the	perfect	examples	of	quaint	Florida	towns	for	a	laid-back	vacation.	The	downtowns	of	these	amazing	Florida	cities	are	their	cultural	hubs	and	infuse	New	England	and	European	charm.	The	eye-catching	pastel-hued	buildings	gel	perfectly	well	with	upscale	shops,	bars,
restaurants,	and	charming	cafés	flanking	cobbled	streets,	strategic	in	their	placement	for	people-watching.	While	these	beautiful	small	towns	in	Florida	may	have	to	compete	with	big	cities	like	Orlando	and	Miami,	tourists	also	root	for	these	tiny	and	expansive	towns	that	break	away	from	these	typical	tourist	spots	for	their	under-the-radar	appeal.
Here	are	some	of	the	best	downtowns	Florida	has	to	offer,	serving	as	the	beating	heart	of	these	charming	towns	in	the	Sunshine	State.	Related	Florida's	beach	towns	offer	the	most	attractive,	rewarding,	and	calm	atmosphere	for	tourists	to	rejuvenate	as	well	as	have	fun.	14	Naples	A	vibrant	cultural	scene,	cozy	cafes,	posh	restaurants,	and	Italian
vibes	by	the	sea	Shutterstock	Naples,	Florida	Naples	is	set	at	the	edge	of	the	Big	Cypress	Swamp	in	Southwestern	Florida	and	takes	after	the	famous	Italian	city	of	the	same	name	to	attract	tourists	from	different	corners	of	the	world.	It	also	has	a	thriving	citrus	industry	that	helps	boost	the	town's	economy.	This	cultural	paradise	boasts	sandy
beaches,	along	with	a	gorgeous	coastline	with	pretty	Italian-style	cafés.	The	mosaic	quality	of	the	downtown	area	makes	up	distinctive	areas,	each	offering	something	completely	different.	Fifth	Avenue	South	is	a	one-mile	stretching	avenue	that	has	posh	restaurants	and	beautiful	boutiques	vying	for	one's	attention.	The	Third	Street	South	and	Farmer's
Market	are	the	other	two	places	tourists	troop	over	to	shop	to	their	heart's	content.	All	this	is	just	a	scenic	stroll	away	from	the	turquoise	waters.	VIAVAL	TOURS	\/	Shutterstock">	VIAVAL	TOURS	/	Shutterstock	Shops	and	inns	line	St.	George	Street,	St.	Augustine,	Florida,	one	of	the	USA's	oldest	cities	St.	Augustine	is	a	fascinating	town	in	Florida	that
promises	an	itinerary	for	the	curious	traveler	with	intriguing	museums,	ancient	forts,	and	castles.	It	serves	everything	for	a	travel-hopping	tourist	on	a	platter,	from	Lightner	Museum	to	dramatic	downtown	options,	offering	a	quintessential	cocktail	of	culture,	history,	and	pristine	beaches.	Some	of	the	most	mouthwatering	cuisines	are	available	at	St.
Augustine,	representing	the	town's	eclectic	heritage;	The	Ice	Plant	Bar	and	Llama	Restaurant	are	a	few	distinctive	examples.	Shutterstock	The	vibrant	Duval	Street	Key	West,	Florida	Keys,	USA	Key	West	may	be	tiny,	but	it	packs	in	a	big	punch	with	sun-drenched	weather	and	a	vibrant	downtown	area.	The	town	steeped	in	history	is	now	an
amalgamation	of	four	cultures,	including	West	Indian,	Cuban,	and	Bahamian.	The	conch-style	houses	enhance	the	look	of	the	palm-fringed	streets	and	lend	the	area	a	tropical	feel.	No	wonder	stalwarts	like	Ernest	Hemingway	and	Tennessee	Williams	built	their	vacation	homes	in	Key	West.	The	town	becomes	all	abuzz	in	July	during	the	Hemingway
Days	Festival;	thankfully,	Kimpton's	Key	West	has	plenty	of	lodging	options	for	the	teeming	tourists.	Moreover,	Key	West's	famous	Duval	Street	offers	excellent	nightlife	and	is	one	of	the	island's	best	spots	for	partying,	eating,	drinking,	and	shopping.	Photo	by	Mick	Haupt	on	Unsplash">	Photo	by	Mick	Haupt	on	Unsplash	Athens	Theatre,	North	Florida
Avenue,	DeLand,	FL,	USA	With	a	state	that	boasts	several	cities	with	happening	downtowns,	the	common	question	that	most	tourists	ask	is,	which	city	has	the	best	downtown	in	Florida?	Well,	the	answer	is	easy:	DeLand!	Well,	at	least	it	is	one	of	the	Florida	cities	with	the	most	walkable	downtowns.	The	historic	city,	with	its	antique	shops	and
restaurants	with	pretty	exteriors,	is	also	one	of	the	most	affordable	towns	in	Florida.	Known	as	the	'Athens	of	Florida,'	it's	how	its	founder,	business	person	A.	DeLand,	envisioned	it	to	be	in	1876	-	an	embodiment	of	education,	culture,	and	beauty.	This	town	with	New	England-like	charm	has	eye-catching	red-brick	buildings	and	historic	hotspots,
including	one	of	Florida’s	oldest	colleges,	Stetson	University.	Reminiscent	of	old-world	charm,	it	has	antique	stores,	record	stores,	and	independent	breweries	prettily	adorning	its	oak-lined	streets.	One	of	Florida's	most	charming	downtown	areas	goes	to	Sarasota,	located	in	the	Southwest	region	of	the	state.	Here,	tourists	will	find	historic	buildings,
restaurants,	luxury	hotels,	and	a	short	drive	to	one	of	the	state's	largest	malls.	Sarasota,	Florida,	is	known	for	its	long	history	with	the	Ringling	Brothers	Circus,	which	has	heavily	impacted	the	architecture	and	culture	of	the	city.	The	downtown	is	walkable,	boasting	many	sidewalks	and	pedestrian	right-of-ways.	Sarasota	also	borders	miles	of	white
sand	beaches,	making	it	a	perfect	year-round	destination	for	those	needing	some	vitamin	D.	Shutterstock	Douglas	Ave	in	Dunedin,	FL,	Florida,	USA	Dunedin	is	equal	parts	atmospheric	and	kitschy	and	yet	looks	postcard-pretty	with	its	bright-hued	buildings.	Every	corner	of	the	quaint	town	gives	a	nod	to	its	Scottish	heritage.	Tourists	can	imbibe	the
town's	spirit	and	soak	in	rich	Scottish	vibes	at	the	old	shops	and	craft	beer	pubs.	Apart	from	the	various	restaurants	serving	authentic	and	delicious	grub,	the	HOB	Brewing	Music	&	Craft	Beer	Festival	invites	revelers	to	a	heady	atmosphere	of	lights,	colors,	music,	and	fun!	However,	it's	Dunedin's	charming	downtown	that	maximizes	recreational
activities	for	its	many	visitors.	No	wonder	Dunedin	is	dubbed	one	of	the	most	beautiful	towns	in	Florida.	Where	to	stay:	Hampton	Inn	Dunedin	Shutterstock	Downtown	Winter	Garden	on	Plant	Street,	FL,	Florida,	USA	Winter	Garden's	center	is	another	contender	among	the	best	downtown	areas	in	Florida;	the	town	is	renowned	for	its	nostalgic	charm
and	Floridian	elegance.	Featuring	quaint	stores,	brick-paved	streets,	and	a	wide	variety	of	dining	options,	including	family-run	restaurants	and	comfortable	cafes,	the	town	is	known	for	having	one	of	the	best	downtowns	in	central	Florida.	For	cyclists,	the	beautifully	paved	West	Orange	Trail	is	a	paradise.	Well-preserved	architecture,	a	family-friendly
atmosphere,	and	lively	events	make	Winter	Garden's	downtown	a	heartwarming	destination.	Shutterstock	Gasparilla	Island	State	Park	on	Boca	Grande,	Florida,	FL,	USA	The	next	downtown	area	to	check	out	in	Florida	is	Boca	Grande,	a	small	island	on	the	Southwestern	coast.	Boca	Grande	is	a	small	residential	community	on	Gasparilla	Island,
boasting	mansions,	small	businesses,	hotels,	history,	and	plenty	of	beaches.	The	island's	downtown	spans	many	blocks,	filled	with	stores,	food,	art,	scenery,	and	people.	Although	under	1,000	people	live	here,	it's	charming	enough	to	make	up	for	it.	The	golf	cart	path	also	leads	directly	through	downtown,	giving	guests	the	choice	to	cruise	rather	than
walk	all	day.	The	summers	here	can	be	unforgiving,	so	keep	that	in	mind	when	outdoors!	Micanopy's	downtown	is	a	self-proclaimed	antiques	capital,	featuring	scores	of	antique	stores	lining	tree-lined	Cholokka	Boulevard,	all	with	a	touch	of	historical	and	southern	charm.	The	Micanopy	Fall	Harvest	Festival	takes	place	on	the	street	every	year,
enticing	visitors	with	a	vibrant	crafts	and	music	scene.	The	town's	downtown,	or	rather	the	entire	area,	is	enchanting	with	its	streets	lined	with	oak	trees,	which	provide	a	nice	shaded	area	to	unwind	on	a	sunny	afternoon.	This	lake-flanked	town	is	known	for	its	shops	and	famous	Mount	Dora	Events.	An	hour's	ride	from	Orlando,	this	town	has	the
perfect	combination	of	quaint	country	inns,	an	old	railroad	station,	and	several	dining	options,	all	a	few	steps	away	from	each	other.	The	small	town	juxtaposes	modern	outdoor	cafés	with	nostalgic	items	dotting	the	downtown	area,	drawing	antique	enthusiasts	from	across	the	world.	Also	known	as	the	"Bass	Capital	of	the	World,"	Mount	Dora	offers	an
engaging	lineup	of	annual	festivals	to	entertain	the	townsfolk	and	out-of-towners.	While	many	associate	Florida	with	its	beaches	and	resorts,	the	Sunshine	State	is	also	brimming	with	some	of	the	best	downtowns	in	the	United	States.	While	some	certainly	come	with	the	perk	of	a	beautiful	waterfront,	this	is	just	a	fraction	of	what	these	spirited	town
centers	have	to	offer.	Beyond	Florida's	famous	sunshine	and	sandy	shores,	these	nine	downtowns	boast	charming	historic	sites,	captivating	museums,	and	some	of	the	best	shopping	and	dining	experiences	in	the	country.	Whether	you	are	in	the	mood	for	a	day	of	upscale	window	shopping	or	a	journey	back	in	time	to	a	Roaring	Twenties	historic
district,	these	downtowns	have	something	to	lure	any	traveler	away	from	their	day	in	the	sand.	Clermont	Scenic	view	from	the	Florida	Citrus	Tower	in	Clermont,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	Noah	Densmore	/	Shutterstock.com.	40	minutes	west	of	bustling	Orlando,	the	charming	lake	town	of	Clermont	offers	a	much-needed	escape	from	the	busy	theme
parks	and	resorts.	This	central	Florida	town	was	founded	in	1884	between	two	lakes:	Lake	Minneola	to	the	north	and	Lake	Minnehaha	to	the	south.	With	countless	attractions	just	a	stone's	throw	away	from	Lake	Minneola,	historic	downtown	Clermont	is	a	charming	alternative	to	Orlando’s	flashy	downtown.	A	breezy	5-minute	walk	from	the	lake	will
bring	you	to	one	of	Clermont’s	best	features,	the	Downtown	Exchange.	Originally	built	in	the	early	1900s,	what	was	once	the	First	State	Bank	has	since	been	restored	into	an	artisan	market.	Local	vendors	include	gems	like	the	Clermont	Mini	Bar,	the	Healthy	Nut	Cafe,	Triangle	Vinyl,	and	the	Cookie	Queen	Factory.	From	there,	it	is	easy	to	explore
Clermont’s	other	downtown	attractions,	such	as	the	Clermont	Historic	Village	Museum,	Clermont	Brewing	Company,	and	restaurants	like	Salt	Shack	on	the	Lake.	After	a	day	of	shopping,	dining,	and	museum-hopping,	Clermont’s	Lake	Apopka	Trail	and	Waterfront	Park	are	the	perfect	follow-up.	DeLand	The	vibrant	downtown	area	of	DeLand,	Florida.
Editorial	credit:	JennLShoots	/	Shutterstock.com.	To	understand	why	DeLand	is	famous	for	its	“Award	Winning	Main	Street,”	we	have	to	look	back	in	time.	Once	named	“Persimmon	Hollow”	for	the	area’s	wild	persimmon	trees,	DeLand’s	current	name	comes	from	the	baking	soda	magnate	who	founded	the	town	in	1876.	While	no	longer	known	for	its
persimmons,	you	will	find	Deland’s	modern	streets	brightened	with	a	fabulous	range	of	old	oak	trees	planted	back	in	the	19th	century	during	a	tax	break	campaign.	Following	this	beautification	initiative,	DeLand’s	downtown	continued	to	thrive	into	the	1920s,	when	sidewalks	were	constructed	along	with	gorgeous	displays	of	Mediterranean	Revival
Style	architecture.	Today,	landmarks	like	the	restored	Athens	Theatre	attest	to	the	town’s	vibrant	Roaring	Twenties	past.	These	efforts	continued	in	2001	when	urban	designer	Michael	E.	Arth	devoted	8	years	to	revitalizing	27	historic	structures,	producing	Downtown	DeLand's	breathtaking	Historic	Garden	District.	In	addition	to	quaint	locales	like
the	Boston	Coffeehouse	and	Nancy's	Vintage	and	Retro,	art,	history,	and	preservation	are	the	heart	and	soul	of	DeLand’s	downtown.	Heritage	museums	and	outdoor	exhibits	are	in	high	supply,	with	highlights	like	the	DeLand	House	Museum,	Stetson	Mansion,	and	Historic	Mural	Walk.	An	artistic	spirit	thrives	here	as	well,	showcased	in	venues	like	the
DeLand	Museum	of	Art	and	African	American	Museum	of	the	Arts.	St.	Augustine	The	historic	center	of	St.	Augustine,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	Wangkun	Jia	/	Shutterstock.com.	For	the	ultimate	trip	back	in	time,	St.	Augustine	is	home	to	one	of	the	best	historic	downtowns	in	the	country.	With	buildings	dating	back	to	the	1700s,	St.	Augustine’s	historic
district	has	more	than	20	sites	recognized	by	the	National	Register	of	Historic	Places,	including	the	Ximenez-Fatio	House,	Alcazar	Hotel,	and	The	Cathedral	Basilica	of	St.	Augustine.	As	with	other	historic	towns,	St.	Augustine’s	museums	take	center	stage.	The	Villa	Zorayda	Museum	is	an	opulent	1883	villa	inspired	by	a	12th-century	Moorish	castle,
standing	in	striking	contrast	to	the	Lightner	Museum.	This	second	museum	houses	Gilded	Age	antiques	in	the	former	Alcazar	Hotel,	a	stunning	Spanish	Renaissance	Revival	building.	The	Governor's	House	Cultural	Center	and	Museum	is	another	top	attraction,	parts	of	it	dating	back	to	St.	Augustine's	Spanish	colonial	period.	For	a	more	family-
friendly	experience,	the	St.	Augustine	Pirate	&	Treasure	Museum	is	engaging	for	all	ages.	There	is	also	plenty	else	to	see	and	do	in	downtown	St.	Augustine	as	far	as	restaurants	and	attractions.	Some	of	its	best	eateries	include	The	Floridian	Restaurant,	Harry's	Seafood	Bar	&	Grille,	and	Casa	Maya,	a	house-turned-restaurant	serving	some	of	the	best
Latin	food	around.	With	the	waterfront	a	short	walk	away,	attractions	like	Ripley's	Bayfront	Mini	Golf	and	St.	Augustine	Scenic	Cruises	can	also	be	enjoyed	right	from	downtown.	Sebring	Aerial	view	of	downtown	Sebring,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	CreativeStudio79	/	Shutterstock.com.	Over	in	Highlands	County,	Sebring	is	an	underrated	Florida
community	whose	downtown	is	anchored	by	a	stunning	lakefront.	But	what	truly	sets	downtown	Sebring	apart	is	its	design,	inspired	by	the	ancient	Egyptian	city	of	Heliopolis.	Known	as	the	"The	City	on	the	Circle,"	Sebring’s	circular	town	center	once	intrigued	investors	and	business	owners,	inspiring	them	to	help	develop	the	town	in	the	1920s.	While
Sebring	has	since	been	modernized	in	many	ways,	this	quirky	layout	remains	the	town’s	focal	point.	As	a	designated	1920s	Historic	District,	downtown	Sebring	provides	a	captivating	glimpse	into	life	during	this	iconic	era.	Notable	landmarks	such	as	the	Circle	Theatre	(which	first	opened	its	doors	in	1923)	once	showcased	silent	films	and	now	serves
as	a	vibrant	live	music	venue.	For	those	looking	to	immerse	themselves	in	history	overnight	or	simply	enjoy	another	historic	site,	the	Roanoke	Hotel	is	an	authentic	slice	of	the	past.	Opened	in	1917,	this	boutique	hotel	has	since	been	beautifully	restored	to	reflect	its	original	grandeur.	Amidst	the	historic	charms,	downtown	Sebring	is	brimming	with
modern	attractions.	The	Downtown	Mall	And	Marketplace	is	an	eclectic	one-stop	shopping	destination,	with	vendors	selling	everything	from	art	and	furniture	to	antiques	and	collectibles.	With	beautiful	Lake	Jackson	right	next	to	Circle	Drive,	scenic	sites	like	the	Lake	Jackson	Fishing	Pier	are	also	within	reach.	Mount	Dora	The	downtown	area	of
Mount	Dora,	Florida,	on	a	bright	sunny	day.	Editorial	credit:	Jillian	Cain	Photography	/	Shutterstock.com.	Mount	Dora’s	waterfront	is	equally	serene,	with	lake	recreation	mere	steps	away	from	its	downtown	attractions.	The	Mount	Dora	Dock	and	CatBoat	Adventure	Tours	are	great	ways	to	experience	beautiful	Lake	Dora,	the	town’s	namesake.	But
back	on	land,	Mount	Dora’s	blend	of	historic	and	modern	charms	are	where	its	downtown	truly	shines.	Like	other	towns	on	this	list,	Mount	Dora	blossomed	from	the	late	1800s	to	the	1920s.	Today,	the	Mount	Dora	Historic	District	is	a	rich	testament	to	the	town’s	heritage,	with	sites	like	the	Donnelly	House,	built	in	1893	in	the	Steamboat	Gothic	and
Queen	Anne	styles.	The	self-guided	Historic	Mount	Dora	Walking	Tour	is	also	available	for	free	on	the	Distrx	mobile	app,	offering	a	narrated	look	at	the	town’s	architecture.	Along	with	year-round	attractions	like	the	Modernism	Museum,	Sunset	Park,	and	Donnelly	Park,	downtown	Mount	Dora	is	known	for	its	spirited	festivals.	Every	November,	Light
Up	Mount	Dora	brightens	the	downtown	with	live	music	and	holiday	lights.	The	annual	Mount	Dora	Arts	Festival	is	equally	uplifting,	showcasing	a	range	of	talented	artists	with	offerings	of	festival	foods,	music,	and	cocktails.	On	February	1st	and	2nd,	2025,	Mount	Dora	will	celebrate	the	event’s	50th	year.	Winter	Garden	Aerial	view	of	Winter	Garden,
Florida's	downtown	area.	Editorial	credit:	Noah	Densmore	/	Shutterstock.com.	Located	about	30	minutes	south	of	Mount	Dora,	Winter	Garden	has	one	of	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida.	Along	with	landmarks	like	the	historic	Garden	Theatre	and	SOBO	Art	Gallery,	this	cultural	hub	is	renowned	for	its	vibrant	downtown	events.	But	unlike	Mount	Dora,
many	of	these	events	in	Winter	Garden	take	place	year-round,	making	it	easier	for	locals	and	visitors	to	take	part	in	the	fun.	Every	Friday,	the	downtown	Centennial	Plaza	Gazebo	comes	to	life	with	live	music,	setting	the	scene	as	you	enjoy	the	Winter	Garden	Fountain,	clocktower,	and	surrounding	shopping	centers.	On	Saturdays,	the	town’s	award-
winning	Winter	Garden	Farmers	Market	is	another	year-round	charm,	hosted	at	the	Downtown	Pavilion.	With	over	100	vendors	offering	everything	from	locally	sourced	produce	to	artwork	and	jewelry,	the	Winter	Garden	Farmers	Market	attracts	a	diverse	crowd.	It	has	been	recognized	as	the	“Best	Farmers	Market	in	the	State	of	Florida	and	in	the
USA”	several	times	by	the	American	Farmland	Trust,	proving	it	to	be	well	worth	the	hype.	Beyond	the	weekend,	downtown	Winter	Garden	is	known	for	its	vibrant	shopping	scene.	With	a	“Walker’s	Paradise”	rating	from	WalkScore.com,	visitors	can	window	shop	with	ease,	exploring	the	range	of	specialty	shops	and	boutiques.	Whether	browsing	for
gifts	at	the	Apricot	Lane	Boutique,	for	a	new	read	at	the	Writer's	Block	Bookstore,	or	for	a	sweet	treat	from	Gingers	Baking	Company,	downtown	Winter	Park	is	the	ultimate	gateway	to	retail	therapy.	Fernandina	Beach	Aerial	view	of	the	downtown	area	of	Fernandina	Beach,	Florida.	Walkability	is	equally	important	in	downtown	Fernandina	Beach.
Described	as	“Footloose	&	Car-Free,”	this	Amelia	Island	town	was	one	of	Florida’s	first	resort	towns	to	prioritize	walkability.	Today,	this	model	remains	intact,	allowing	visitors	to	enjoy	harbor	views,	shopping,	and	sightseeing	all	in	one	go.	Thanks	to	initiatives	through	the	Fernandina	Beach	Main	Street	Program,	downtown	Fernandina	Beach	has
never	looked	better.	The	historic	downtown	is	a	beautiful	space	to	explore,	with	architectural	landmarks	like	the	Fairbanks	House	and	Florida	House	Inn,	both	constructed	during	the	Victorian	era.	Downtown	is	also	where	you	will	find	iconic	attractions	like	the	Palace	Saloon,	Florida’s	oldest	bar.	From	there,	the	Fernandina	Harbor	Marina,	Amelia
Island	Welcome	Center,	and	Amelia	River	Cruises	&	Charters	are	just	steps	away.	To	learn	more	about	the	area’s	exciting	past,	the	Amelia	Island	Museum	of	History	is	a	must.	Housed	in	an	old	county	jailhouse,	the	museum	will	take	you	through	a	range	of	centuries,	beginning	with	the	area’s	first	Indigenous	inhabitants.	You	will	also	learn	about	the
French	and	Spanish	explorers	who	called	Fernandina	Beach	home,	the	ungovernable	pirates	who	once	stormed	the	area’s	shores,	and	the	more	conformist	Victorians	whose	homes	still	brand	the	streets	of	Fernandina	Beach	today.	Key	West	Street	view	of	the	Main	Strip	in	Key	West,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	EB	Adventure	Photography	/
Shutterstock.com.	In	beautiful	Key	West,	eye-catching	architecture	is	a	signature	of	its	historic	downtown.	Similar	to	St.	Augustine,	you	will	find	a	fabulous	blend	of	Spanish	colonial	and	Queen	Anne	Victorian	styles,	influenced	by	the	town’s	history	of	Spanish	settlement	and	US	acquisition.	Landmarks	like	the	Custom	House,	San	Carlos	Institute,	and
Ernest	Hemingway	House	are	among	the	most	popular,	transporting	visitors	to	Old	Florida.	As	the	“main	drag	of	downtown,”	Duval	Street	is	where	you	can	find	some	of	Key	West’s	best	bars,	museums,	and	excursions.	Whether	taking	the	Key	West	Old	Town	Trolley	Tour	or	exploring	by	foot,	you	will	find	gems	like	the	Sloppy	Joe's	Bar,	Ocean	Blue
Galleries,	and	the	Fury	Key	West	Glass	Bottom	Boat	experience.	Nearby	attractions	like	the	Key	West	Aquarium	are	also	great	for	the	whole	family	while	adult	travelers	may	prefer	watering	holes	like	the	Hogs	Breath	Saloon	or	Green	Parrot	Bar.	Naples	The	5th	Avenue	in	downtown	Naples,	Florida.	Editorial	credit:	AevanStock	/	Shutterstock.com.	For
an	elevated	downtown	experience,	consider	exploring	the	Gulf	Coast	town	of	Naples.	Just	a	short	stroll	from	Naples	Beach	and	Naples	Pier,	the	town	center	boasts	a	walkable	district	filled	with	a	vibrant	arts	scene,	high-end	shopping,	fine	dining,	and	picturesque	palm	tree-lined	streets.	While	the	town’s	white-sand	shores	are	definitely	the	main	lure
for	tourists,	visitors	agree	that	exploring	its	downtown	is	the	perfect	addition	to	any	beach	day.	On	Fifth	Avenue	South,	the	pedestrian-friendly	walkways	make	it	easy	to	experience	Naples’	artsy	attractions	like	the	Sugden	Community	Theater,	Shaw	Gallery,	Aldo	Castillo	Gallery,	and	Sheldon	Fine	Art.	Third	Street	South,	on	the	other	hand,	is	more
known	for	its	upscale	shopping	and	dining,	with	over	65	stores	and	restaurants	to	choose	from.	Notable	shops	include	Charlotte	Kellogg	and	Gattle's	Fine	Linens,	while	dining	hotspots	like	D'Amico's	The	Continental	and	Campiello	are	renowned	in	the	culinary	scene.	Overall,	downtown	Naples	provides	a	sophisticated	blend	of	culture,	shopping,	and
dining	that	enhances	the	overall	allure	of	this	beautiful	coastal	destination.	Why	Visit	These	Florida	Downtowns?	While	Florida’s	beaches	and	theme	parks	will	always	be	the	state’s	top	attractions,	the	charm	of	its	downtowns	holds	a	special	place	in	the	hearts	of	many.	For	history	enthusiasts,	art	lovers,	café	dwellers,	and	fine	diners,	these	areas
emerge	as	the	true	stars	of	the	state.	Whether	you	are	visiting	Clermont	as	an	extension	of	your	Orlando	vacation	or	exploring	downtown	Naples	after	a	day	on	the	beach,	you	will	find	that	these	vibrant	town	centers	and	their	eclectic	attractions	may	just	inspire	you	to	dedicate	an	entire	getaway	to	a	Florida	downtown	in	the	future.	While	most	tourists
end	up	visiting	the	big	cities	and	the	more	heavily	populated	areas,	it’s	the	small	towns	that	really	are	the	heart	and	soul	of	Florida.	Nothing	beats	wandering	the	downtown	areas	of	Florida’s	small	towns,	enjoying	the	mom-and-pop	shops,	the	local	life,	and	the	centerpieces	of	each	community.	From	the	best	downtown	shopping	in	Florida	to	one-of-a-
kind	attractions	and	historic	sites,	check	out	these	seven	small	towns	in	the	beautiful	Sunshine	State!1.	Micanopy,	FloridaFlickr	CalmuzicloverMicanopy,	Florida	represents	some	of	the	best	Old	Florida	energy.	This	charming,	southern	town	is	filled	with	antique	shops,	cafes,	bakeries,	restaurants,	and	galleries	galore.	Meander	your	way	around	this
delightful	downtown	area	and	see	for	yourself	why	Micanopy	is	dubbed	one	of	Florida’s	best	small	towns.2.	Mount	Dora,	FloridaFlickr	Steven	MartinIt’s	easy	to	get	lost	in	the	charm	of	Mount	Dora,	especially	when	you	explore	the	downtown	area.	Enjoy	popping	in	and	out	of	the	quaint	mom-and-pop	shops,	dining	at	the	local	hotspots,	and	visiting	the
local	parks.	Or	if	you	want	to	visit	during	one	of	the	local	events,	then	check	out	the	Mount	Dora	Spring	Festival.3.	Sanford,	FloridaFacebook	Historic	Downtown	SanfordThe	main	drag	through	Sanford,	Florida,	is	filled	with	boutiques,	galleries,	shops,	and	fun	things	to	do.	But	there	also	is	a	ton	of	history,	too,	that	is	worth	checking	out.	Explore	the
old	train	depot	in	town,	the	breweries	and	restaurants,	and	really	get	a	feel	for	what	this	small	town	has	to	offer.Related	Content4.	Stuart,	FloridaFacebook	Downtown	Stuart,	FloridaStuart,	Florida	is	jam-packed	with	local	history,	from	the	shipwrecked	sailors	seeking	refuge	in	the	1900s	to	the	early	pioneer	homes.	But	what	really	makes	visiting	this
coastal	gem	worth	it	is	the	downtown	area.	With	delightful	dining,	live	events,	the	grand	Lyric	Theatre,	and	more,	there	is	never	a	dull	moment	in	Downtown	Stuart.*]:w-full	[&_*_iframe]:w-full	flex	h-full	justify-center	items-center	static	max-h-[400px]	data-testid=ad-inline1-1	data-ad-slot-name=inline1-1	data-page-index=1	data-ad-unit-name=inline
data-ad-target-screen=desktop	data-ad-refresh=true	style=min-width:970px;min-height:250px;top:0>Related	Content5.	Apalachicola,	FloridaWikipedia	Thomsonmg2000The	Oyster	Capital	of	the	World,	Apalachicola,	Florida,	is	a	pearl	of	a	town	(see	what	we	did	there?!)	up	in	the	panhandle	of	Florida	on	the	shore	of	Apalachicola	Bay.	The	history
dates	back	hundreds	of	years,	making	this	small	town	a	true	gem.	The	downtown	area	of	this	coastal	spot	is	filled	with	charm,	including	the	historic	Dixie	Theater.	Come	walk	the	streets	and	absorb	all	of	the	beauty	and	character	of	Apalachicola.6.	DeLand,	FloridaFlickr	Kelly	VerdeckDowntown	DeLand	is	not	only	a	beautiful	area	of	Florida,	but	it	also
is	award-winning.	Dedicated	businesses	and	restaurants	pepper	the	charming	streets	of	this	historic	area,	which	makes	for	the	perfect	evening	stroll.	Visit	on	the	weekends	for	outdoor	events,	festivals,	and	markets	that	really	bring	DeLand	to	life.7.	Sebring,	FloridaTripAdvisor	Ambassador616224Sebring,	Florida,	earned	the	nickname	of	"The	City	on
the	Circle"	which	references	the	famed	Circle	Drive.	Right	in	the	heart	of	Sebring	is	Circle	Drive,	where	you	can	find	the	Downtown	Historic	District.	The	Historic	District	contains	22	historic	buildings,	each	retaining	Old	Florida	charm,	and	character.	Do	some	shopping,	grab	a	bite	to	eat,	and	pop	in	for	some	vintage	pop	at	Sebring	Soda.Have	you
ever	visited	these	seven	downtown	areas	in	Florida?	Which	one	would	you	say	was	your	favorite?	Make	sure	to	sound	off	in	the	comments	section!	Or	if	you	have	more	small-town	downtown	areas	or	main	streets	that	you	think	we	should	know	about,	make	sure	to	let	us	know,	too.Thank	you	for	subscribing!	Here	for	Volleyball	National	tournament.
Very	organized	and	efficient	layout	with	the	North	side	and	South	side	parking	and	Lobby/Foyers.	Better	food	and	drink	options	in	those	areas	than	found	at	most	tournaments.	FYI	the	ground	level	where	the	courts	are	food	selection	bland	and	uninspiring	go	up	a	level	for	everything	from	Chinese	to	Steak!	Good	news	on	ground	level	Restrooms	are
everywhere!	The	reason	I	didn’t	do	5	stars	is	the	parking	booth:	I	purchased	a	4	day	parking	pass	but	still	had	to	wait	inline	with	the	cars	that	were	buying	passes.	Not	efficient	for	sure.Review	of:	Orange	County	Convention	CenterThis	lazy	river	is	our	favorite	one	to	glide	away	in.	The	tubes	are	substantial,	not	a	flimsy	under	inflated	ring.	On	the
special	H2O	Party	evenings,	they	toss	a	load	of	unique	floats,	like	rubber	duckies,	flamingos	and	dragons	in	too!!	The	scenery	isn't	just	concrete	and	a	few	water	jets,	there	is	Disney	quality	landscaping	that	helps	you	transport	to	a	real	castaway	watery	adventure.	It's	nice	and	long	too,	meandering	around	nearly	the	whole	park.	We've	been	in	the	hot
summer	months	and	the	cooler	Christmas	period	and	this	creek	is	always	inviting	and	comfortable.	Learn	the	on	and	off	stops	and	this	is	a	truly	lazy	way	to	get	to	different	parts	of	Typhoon	Lagoon.	We	like	disembarking	at	Leaning	Palms	for	lunch	and	ice	cream	at	Happy	Landings!	Besides	the	wave	pool,	this	river	is	one	of	the	places	we	know	we	can
relax	without	much	if	any	wait.	A	great	way	to	chill	in	between	the	other	wonderful	chutes	and	drop	rides	in	the	park.Review	of:	Castaway	CreekA	great	Historical	Perspective	of	Central	FloridaWe	visited	the	Orlando/Central	Florida	History	Center	on	Magnolia	Street	in	Orlando.	It's	an	old	courthouse	that	has	been	converted	to	a	history	center.	The
Upper	floors	detail	the	earliest	days	of	Florida	and	the	Spanish	occupation	in	the	1500's.	The	exhibits	highlight	the	orange	growing	business	and	lead	up	to	1971	with	the	opening	of	Disneyworld.	A	separate	exhibit	highlights	the	underground	and	punk	rock	movements	in	Orlando	starting	in	the	1970's.	Entrance	fee	is	$7	with	2	hours	free	parking	in
the	adjacent	Public	Library	garage.Review	of:	The	Orange	County	Regional	History	CenterParents	late-40s/early-50s,	and	adult	children	21,	22,	23.	We	are	an	active	family	who	wanted	a	little	more	on	our	trip.	We	LOVED	this	adventure.	True	to	Disney,	all	very	safe	and	well	curated.	Guides,	Patrick	and	Daniel,	were	terrific.	They	don’t	miss	a	beat	and
kept	our	group	engaged	even	through	a	torrential	non-stopping	downpour	in	the	later	quarter	of	the	tour.	Location-specific	guides	were	excellent	as	well.	They	answered	questions	and	made	the	group	feel	welcomed.	We	actually	did	this	tour	in	2013	and	am	pleased	to	say	it	has	only	gotten	better.Review	of:	Wild	Africa	TrekPerfect	amount	of
lazinessMuch	like	the	lazy	river	at	Typhoon	Lagoon,	Cross	Country	Creek	is	perfect	for	a	lazy	tranquil	bob	around	the	entire	perimeter	of	the	park.	There	are	possibly	not	enough	rings	as	they	disappear	over	to	the	wave	pool	but	the	ones	made	for	two	are	very	good	to	relax	in	and	float	around.	We	went	around	a	couple	of	times,	which	felt	like	it
beautifully	took	ages.	This	for	me	is	one	of	the	main	perks	of	visiting	a	water	park	and	it's	fabulous.Review	of:	Cross	Country	CreekPerfect	for	a	short	nature	walk	with	kids.	The	marsh	loop	is	1.7	miles,	clearly	marked,	with	educational	signs	along	the	route.	It’s	a	sandy	trail	through	wet	scrub	forest.	The	2.5	mile	north-south	connector	is	along	a
neighborhood,	without	much	to	see.	If	you’re	looking	for	more	variety,	try	Split	Oak	Forest	10	miles	north.	Review	of:	Lake	Lizzie	Nature	PreserveCourse	was	in	decent	shape,	a	few	patches	here	and	there,	but	acceptable.	Greens	were	true	but	a	little	slower	than	I	would	have	liked.	Not	a	terribly	difficult	course	if	you	just	avoid	the	hazards.	Most
greens	were	slightly	elevated	so	you	had	to	hit	decent	approach	shots	as	the	Bermuda	would	eat	up	anything	short,	but	the	course	is	only	about	6700	from	the	tips	so	a	lot	of	short	irons	in.	Will	look	for	a	more	challenging	course	next	time	in	the	area.Review	of:	Disney's	Lake	Buena	Vista	Golf	Course	The	World	Atlas	released	a	listing	of	eight	of	the
best	downtown	areas	in	Florida,	with	several	Central	Florida	cities	making	the	cut.Florida	is	one	of	America’s	most	visited	states	and	attracts	over	120	million	tourists	every	year,	according	to	World	Atlas.	Whether	it	is	due	to	the	endless	warm	weather	and	beautiful	beaches	or	the	iconic	theme	parks,	countless	people	make	the	trip	to	the	Sunshine
State.However,	there	is	more	to	Florida	than	the	popular	attractions	and	renowned	climate.	Some	of	the	most	notable	offerings	are	the	hidden	gems,	found	in	small	towns	sprinkled	across	the	state.	From	the	historic	streets	of	St.	Augustine,	the	oldest	city	in	Florida,	to	the	shores	of	Key	West’s	tropical	paradise,	there	is	no	shortage	of	charming
downtown	areas	to	provide	locals	and	visitors	with	a	new	place	to	explore.Here	is	World	Atlas’s	list	of	the	best	downtown	areas	in	Florida,	giving	you	some	new	places	to	add	to	your	travel	regiment	this	summer.NaplesNaples	is	a	popular	tourist	and	retirement	destination,	nestled	in	Southwest	Florida	on	the	Gulf	of	Mexico.	The	small	town	was	named
after	the	Italian	city	of	the	same	name,	due	to	its	beautiful	bay	locations	and	similar	climate,	and	was	founded	in	the	1880s.Defined	by	its	world-class	culture	and	high-end	shopping	opportunities,	Naples’s	downtown	streets	lead	to	the	beach,	famous	for	its	breathtaking	sunsets.	The	area	is	beautiful	to	explore	on	foot	and	reflective	of	the	town’s
wealth,	consisting	of	artisan	boutiques,	art	galleries	and	gourmet	dining	establishments.St.	AugustineSt.	Augustine	resides	on	the	northeast	coast	of	Florida	and	holds	the	title	of	being	the	state’s	oldest	city.	Founded	by	Spanish	explorer	Pedro	Menéndez	de	Avilés	in	1565,	St.	Augustine’s	historic	downtown	area	is	defined	by	its	Spanish	colonial
architecture,	European	streets	and	19th-century	buildings.There	are	several	attractions	in	the	downtown	area,	including	the	Lightner	Museum	and	the	Spanish	fort	Castillo	de	San	Marcos	built	in	the	17th	century	from	coquina,	a	shell	stone	native	to	Florida’s	east	coast.	The	historic	district	also	consists	of	St.	George	Street,	a	narrow	European-style
thoroughfare	designed	for	pedestrian	traffic	only,	which	features	artisan	shops,	specialty	restaurants	and	famous	landmarks.This	area	is	home	to	the	renowned	Nights	of	Lights	that	occurs	each	holiday	season,	from	November	to	January.	This	annual	event,	a	favorite	of	both	locals	and	visitors,	was	listed	in	the	top	10	holiday	light	displays	in	the	world
by	National	Geographic	in	2012,	according	to	Florida’s	Historic	Coast.Shoppers	in	St.	Augustine	(WJXT)Winter	ParkWinter	Park	is	a	“picturesque	community”	located	just	north	of	Orlando	that	is	known	for	its	stylish	homes	and	luxury	shopping	locations.	Initially	founded	in	the	late	19th	century	as	a	winter	vacation	destination	for	wealthy	northerners,
the	streets	and	buildings	are	indicative	of	the	town’s	elevated	atmosphere.Much	of	the	downtown	area	revolves	around	Park	Avenue,	which	is	home	to	numerous	upscale	boutiques,	art	galleries,	sidewalk	cafés	and	fine	dining	options.	The	area	around	Central	Park	is	additionally	an	ideal	location	for	a	stroll	and	where	the	town’s	events	are	held,	such
as	outdoor	concerts	and	art	festivals.[EXCLUSIVE:	Become	a	News	6	Insider	(it’s	FREE)	|	PINIT!	Share	your	photos]Winter	Park	is	also	home	to	Rollins	College,	a	private	liberal	arts	school	that	has	consistently	topped	the	charts	for	the	beauty	of	its	campus,	along	with	attractions	such	as	the	Charles	Hosmer	Morse	Museum	of	American	Art.Photo	of
part	of	Park	Avenue	in	Winter	Park	in	June.	(Winter	Park)Winter	GardenA	vibrant	lakefront	community	that	initially	started	as	a	citrus	farming	town,	Winter	Garden	is	another	Central	Florida	town	that	made	the	list.	With	its	distinct	historic	charm	and	brick-lined	streets,	the	downtown	area	of	Winter	Garden	has	a	thriving	arts	and	culture	scene	with
upscale	eateries,	unique	vintage	shops,	nature	parks	and	museums.Some	of	the	notable	attractions	include	the	Garden	Theatre,	the	Winter	Garden	Heritage	Museum	and	the	Plant	Street	Market,	which	offers	an	array	of	artisanal	goods	and	culinary	selections.Photo	of	Winter	Garden.	(Copyright	2024	by	WKMG	ClickOrlando	-	All	rights	reserved.)Key
WestFamous	for	being	the	southernmost	point	of	the	United	States,	Key	West	is	a	small	island	town	at	the	very	tip	of	the	Florida	Keys.	It	is	known	for	its	tropical	atmosphere,	lively	nightlife	and	rich	history.	Nicknamed	the	“Conch	Republic”	by	those	who	call	the	town	home,	Key	West	is	a	favorite	of	both	local	Floridians	and	tourists	alike.Duval	Street
encompasses	the	downtown	area	and	is	famous	for	its	specialty	shops,	restaurants	and	colorful	bars.	The	town’s	diverse	artistic	landscape	has	long	been	a	preferred	destination	for	artists,	such	as	the	famous	author	Ernest	Hemingway.	Mallory	Square,	at	the	end	of	Duval	Street,	is	often	the	venue	for	street	artists	and	musicians,	who	fill	the	coastal	air
with	creativity	and	their	own	artistic	aura	as	the	sun	sets	behind	the	ocean.Photo	of	Mallory	Square	in	Key	West.	(Pixabay)Palm	BeachPalm	Beach	is	another	island	town,	located	on	the	southeastern	coast	of	Florida.	Characterized	by	its	tropical	elegance,	pristine	beaches	and	“old-world”	glamour,	Palm	Beach	is	home	to	one	of	the	highest	densities	of
billionaires	in	the	county,	according	to	World	Atlas.	The	city’s	streets,	lined	with	lavish	mansions	and	landmarks	of	the	Gilded	Age,	allow	a	perfect	opportunity	for	sightseeing.The	downtown	area	consists	mainly	of	Worth	Avenue,	which	features	designer	boutiques,	charming	courtyards	and	art	galleries	placed	right	alongside	high-end	realtors	and
luxury	yacht	sales	rooms.	The	Norton	Museum	of	Art	is	a	staple	of	the	town,	which	showcases	Florida’s	artistic	heritage	through	artworks	inspired	by	the	state’s	unique	landscape	and	culture.DeLandDeLand	is	a	small	town	tucked	in	between	Orlando	and	Daytona	Beach.	There	are	several	quaint	shops,	restaurants	and	attractions	to	check	out	on	Main
Street	while	exploring	the	downtown	area.DeLand	was	founded	in	1876	and	consequently	provides	a	rich	storied	landscape	in	the	Downtown	Historic	District.	This	area	in	particular	is	home	to	68	historical	buildings,	including	the	Museum	of	Art-DeLand	and	the	Athens	Theatre,	where	the	charm	of	a	classic	American	theater	meets	Italian	Renaissance
architecture.	Another	of	the	most	prominent	is	Stetson	University,	the	city’s	private	college,	one	of	Florida’s	first	luxury	estates	and	a	19th-century	architectural	masterpiece.Downtown	DeLand	(Copyright	2024	by	WKMG	ClickOrlando	-	All	rights	reserved.)MicanopyKnown	as	the	“little	town	that	time	forget,”	Micanopy	is	a	very	small	town	just	south
of	Gainesville.	This	old,	inland	town	was	founded	in	1821	and	is	defined	by	its	rich	history	that	predates	the	Second	Seminole	War.The	downtown	area	does	not	span	very	wide,	but	those	who	visit	liken	the	experience	to	“stepping	back	in	time.”	This	is	due	to	its	well-preserved	antique	buildings	and	architecture.	One	in	particular	is	the	Micanopy
Historical	Society	Museum	or	the	Herlong	Mansion,	which	was	built	in	1845	with	signature	red	bricks	and	is	now	a	classy	bed	and	breakfast.	Many	others	are	home	to	quaint	vintage	shops	or	boutiques.Another	must-see	in	Micanopy	is	the	Paynes	Prairie	Preserve	State	Park.	This	vast	wetland	habitat	is	home	to	bison,	wild	horses	and	over	270	species
of	birds	that	visitors	have	the	opportunity	to	see	in	their	natural	environment.You	can	listen	to	every	episode	of	Florida’s	Fourth	Estate	in	the	media	player	below:Copyright	2024	by	WKMG	ClickOrlando	-	All	rights	reserved.	Welcome	to	downtown	Orlando,	the	vibrant	heart	of	the	Sunshine	State’s	largest	city.	Bursting	with	charm,	history,	and	a
plethora	of	exciting	attractions,	this	bustling	urban	center	offers	an	array	of	experiences	for	locals	and	visitors	alike.	With	its	mix	of	modern	skyscrapers,	historic	districts,	and	a	thriving	arts	and	culture	scene,	downtown	Orlando	is	a	must-visit	destination	for	those	looking	to	explore	the	true	essence	of	the	city.	From	iconic	landmarks	to	trendy	shops,
award-winning	restaurants,	and	lively	entertainment	options,	there	is	something	for	everyone	here.	Located	in	central	Florida,	downtown	Orlando	serves	as	a	hub	for	business,	tourism,	and	entertainment.	It	is	home	to	the	city’s	major	government	buildings,	corporate	headquarters,	and	an	impressive	skyline	that	lights	up	the	night.	The	area
seamlessly	blends	the	old	and	the	new,	with	beautifully	preserved	historic	buildings	standing	alongside	sleek	contemporary	structures.	Whether	you’re	a	foodie,	history	buff,	art	enthusiast,	or	nature	lover,	downtown	Orlando	has	you	covered.	The	city	offers	an	endless	array	of	activities	and	attractions	to	suit	every	taste	and	interest.	From	world-class
museums	and	galleries	to	lush	green	spaces	and	captivating	street	art,	there	is	always	something	new	to	discover.	Downtown	Orlando	also	boasts	a	vibrant	nightlife	and	entertainment	scene.	As	the	sun	sets,	the	streets	come	alive	with	live	music	venues,	trendy	cocktail	bars,	and	bustling	clubs.	Whether	you’re	in	the	mood	for	a	relaxed	evening	sipping
craft	cocktails	or	dancing	the	night	away	to	live	music,	downtown	Orlando	has	an	option	for	you.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	take	you	through	the	top	things	to	do	in	downtown	Orlando.	From	exploring	iconic	landmarks	to	indulging	in	shopping	and	dining	experiences,	experiencing	the	arts	and	culture	scene,	and	even	taking	day	trips	to
nearby	destinations,	we’ll	ensure	that	you	make	the	most	of	your	time	in	this	vibrant	city	center.	So	grab	your	walking	shoes,	have	your	camera	ready,	and	let’s	dive	into	the	exciting	world	that	is	downtown	Orlando!Exploring	Downtown	Orlando	When	it	comes	to	exploring	downtown	Orlando,	there	is	no	shortage	of	exciting	sights	and	attractions.
Begin	your	adventure	by	taking	a	leisurely	stroll	along	the	bustling	streets	and	immersing	yourself	in	the	energetic	atmosphere.	One	of	the	highlights	of	downtown	Orlando	is	Lake	Eola	Park,	a	picturesque	oasis	in	the	heart	of	the	city.	Take	a	relaxing	walk	around	the	lake,	rent	a	swan-shaped	paddleboat,	or	simply	find	a	shady	spot	to	enjoy	a	picnic.
Don’t	miss	the	iconic	Lake	Eola	Fountain,	an	impressive	centerpiece	that	lights	up	with	vibrant	colors	at	night.	For	a	dose	of	history,	head	to	Church	Street	Station.	This	nostalgic	entertainment	complex	offers	a	glimpse	into	the	past	with	its	beautifully	restored	historic	buildings	and	cobblestone	streets.	Explore	the	shops,	dine	at	one	of	the	charming
restaurants,	or	catch	a	live	performance	at	the	iconic	Cheyenne	Saloon.	Art	lovers	will	be	mesmerized	by	the	downtown	Orlando	art	scene.	The	CityArts	gallery	showcases	the	work	of	local	artists	and	hosts	regular	exhibitions,	while	the	Orlando	Museum	of	Art	offers	a	diverse	collection	spanning	centuries	and	continents.	Be	sure	to	check	out	the
vibrant	murals	and	street	art	that	adorn	the	city’s	walls	too.	No	visit	to	downtown	Orlando	is	complete	without	a	visit	to	the	Thornton	Park	District.	This	eclectic	neighborhood	is	known	for	its	bohemian	vibe,	tree-lined	streets,	and	unique	shops	and	boutiques.	Enjoy	a	leisurely	brunch	at	one	of	the	charming	cafes,	browse	the	independent	stores	for
unique	finds,	and	soak	up	the	vibrant	atmosphere.	If	you’re	a	sports	fan,	downtown	Orlando	has	you	covered.	Catch	a	basketball	game	at	the	Amway	Center,	home	to	the	Orlando	Magic,	or	head	to	the	Exploria	Stadium	to	cheer	on	the	Orlando	City	Soccer	Club.	The	energetic	atmosphere	in	these	venues	is	truly	infectious.	End	your	day	of	exploration
with	a	visit	to	Wall	Street	Plaza,	a	lively	entertainment	complex	with	a	selection	of	bars	and	restaurants.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	a	casual	drink	with	friends	or	an	energetic	night	out,	Wall	Street	Plaza	offers	a	variety	of	options	to	suit	all	tastes.	With	its	blend	of	history,	art,	entertainment,	and	outdoor	spaces,	downtown	Orlando	will	captivate	and
inspire	you.	Soak	in	the	vibrant	atmosphere	as	you	explore	the	unique	charms	of	this	dynamic	city	center.Visiting	Iconic	Landmarks	Downtown	Orlando	is	home	to	several	iconic	landmarks	that	showcase	the	city’s	rich	history	and	unique	character.	These	landmarks	are	a	must-visit	for	anyone	exploring	the	area.	One	of	the	most	recognizable
landmarks	in	downtown	Orlando	is	the	Orlando	City	Hall.	With	its	striking	architecture	and	beautiful	landscaping,	it	serves	as	a	symbolic	representation	of	the	city’s	vibrant	spirit.	Take	a	moment	to	admire	the	grandeur	of	the	building	and	snap	a	photo	in	front	of	it.	Another	must-see	landmark	is	the	Dr.	Phillips	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts.	This
state-of-the-art	venue	hosts	a	variety	of	concerts,	Broadway	shows,	and	cultural	events	throughout	the	year.	Experience	the	magic	of	live	performances	and	immerse	yourself	in	the	vibrant	arts	scene	of	downtown	Orlando.	No	visit	to	downtown	Orlando	would	be	complete	without	a	trip	to	the	iconic	Orange	County	Regional	History	Center.	Housed	in	a
historic	courthouse,	this	museum	offers	a	fascinating	look	into	the	region’s	past.	Explore	exhibits	that	showcase	the	city’s	journey	from	its	early	beginnings	to	its	modern-day	transformation.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	touch	of	natural	beauty,	visit	the	Harry	P.	Leu	Gardens.	This	lush	oasis	spans	50	acres	and	is	home	to	beautiful	gardens,	winding	trails,	and
a	charming	historic	home.	Take	a	leisurely	stroll	through	the	gardens	and	enjoy	the	tranquil	surroundings.	The	historic	Church	Street	Station,	mentioned	earlier,	is	not	only	an	entertainment	complex	but	also	a	landmark	in	its	own	right.	With	its	vintage	charm	and	vibrant	nightlife,	it	has	been	a	gathering	place	for	locals	and	visitors	for	decades.	Enjoy
the	lively	atmosphere,	dine	at	a	restaurant,	or	catch	a	show	at	one	of	the	venues.	No	discussion	of	landmarks	in	downtown	Orlando	would	be	complete	without	mentioning	ICON	Orlando,	formerly	known	as	the	Orlando	Eye.	This	towering	observation	wheel	offers	breathtaking	panoramic	views	of	the	city.	Take	a	ride	and	marvel	at	the	stunning	vistas
as	you	soar	above	the	cityscape.	Lastly,	make	sure	to	visit	Lake	Eola	Park	and	its	famous	fountain,	mentioned	earlier	in	the	guide.	This	peaceful	oasis	is	a	beloved	landmark	in	downtown	Orlando	and	a	favorite	spot	for	locals	to	relax	and	unwind.	Take	a	walk	around	the	lake,	enjoy	the	beautiful	scenery,	and	perhaps	even	witness	a	stunning	sunset.
Visiting	these	iconic	landmarks	will	not	only	provide	an	opportunity	to	appreciate	the	rich	history	and	culture	of	downtown	Orlando	but	also	create	lasting	memories	of	your	time	in	this	enchanting	city	center.Enjoying	Shopping	and	Dining	Experiences	Downtown	Orlando	is	a	haven	for	shopaholics	and	food	enthusiasts	alike,	offering	a	wide	range	of
shopping	and	dining	experiences	to	satisfy	all	tastes	and	preferences.	For	fashionistas	and	trendsetters,	visit	the	bustling	Thornton	Park	District.	This	vibrant	neighborhood	is	home	to	a	variety	of	boutique	shops	and	fashion-forward	stores.	Browse	the	racks	for	unique	clothing	pieces,	accessories,	and	jewelry	to	add	to	your	wardrobe.	If	you’re	in
search	of	unique	gifts,	head	to	Church	Street	Market.	This	open-air	bazaar	is	a	treasure	trove	of	local	artisans,	vendors,	and	craftspeople	offering	handmade	goods,	artwork,	and	more.	From	handmade	jewelry	to	one-of-a-kind	home	decor,	you’re	sure	to	find	something	special.	If	you	prefer	a	more	traditional	shopping	experience,	look	no	further	than
the	charming	boutiques	and	shops	along	Park	Avenue	in	Winter	Park.	Just	a	short	drive	from	downtown	Orlando,	this	upscale	shopping	district	offers	a	variety	of	high-end	fashion,	specialty	stores,	and	art	galleries.	When	it	comes	to	dining,	downtown	Orlando	has	an	incredible	array	of	culinary	options	to	tantalize	your	taste	buds.	From	upscale
restaurants	to	casual	eateries,	there	is	something	to	suit	every	palate.	For	the	ultimate	food	adventure,	head	to	the	Church	Street	District.	This	area	is	home	to	a	diverse	array	of	dining	options,	ranging	from	international	cuisines	to	classic	American	fare.	Whether	you’re	in	the	mood	for	a	juicy	steak,	fresh	seafood,	or	vegetarian	delights,	you’ll	find	it
here.	The	Thornton	Park	District	is	another	dining	hotspot,	featuring	a	mix	of	trendy	cafes,	gourmet	restaurants,	and	cozy	eateries.	Indulge	in	farm-to-table	cuisine,	sip	craft	cocktails,	and	savor	flavors	that	will	leave	you	wanting	more.	Don’t	forget	to	explore	the	vibrant	food	scene	at	the	East	End	Market.	This	culinary	hub	is	a	gathering	place	for	local
chefs,	food	artisans,	and	passionate	producers.	Sample	artisanal	chocolates,	enjoy	a	freshly	brewed	coffee,	or	indulge	in	a	delicious	farm-to-table	brunch.	For	a	taste	of	international	flavors,	visit	Mills	50	District.	This	vibrant	neighborhood	is	known	for	its	diverse	range	of	restaurants	serving	cuisines	from	around	the	world.	From	Vietnamese	pho	to
Cuban	sandwiches	and	Korean	barbeque,	your	taste	buds	will	travel	the	globe.	From	shopping	for	unique	finds	to	indulging	in	delectable	dishes,	downtown	Orlando	offers	an	unforgettable	shopping	and	dining	experience.	Embark	on	a	culinary	adventure	or	find	the	perfect	item	to	take	home	as	a	memento	of	your	visit.Discovering	the	Arts	and	Culture



Scene	Downtown	Orlando	boasts	a	vibrant	arts	and	culture	scene	that	is	sure	to	captivate	and	inspire	visitors.	From	museums	and	galleries	to	live	performances	and	street	art,	there	is	no	shortage	of	creative	expressions	to	explore.	Start	your	cultural	journey	at	the	Orlando	Museum	of	Art.	With	its	diverse	collection	of	artworks	spanning	centuries	and
continents,	this	museum	offers	a	comprehensive	look	at	various	artistic	movements.	From	classical	masterpieces	to	contemporary	works,	you’ll	find	something	to	pique	your	interest.	For	a	more	immersive	experience,	visit	the	CityArts	gallery.	This	dynamic	space	showcases	the	talent	of	local	artists	with	rotating	exhibitions	that	cover	a	wide	range	of
mediums	and	styles.	Take	some	time	to	admire	the	artwork	and	support	the	local	art	community.	As	you	explore	the	streets	of	downtown	Orlando,	be	sure	to	keep	an	eye	out	for	the	vibrant	street	art	that	adorns	building	walls	and	alleyways.	These	captivating	murals	showcase	the	creativity	and	talent	of	local	artists	while	adding	a	colorful	and	unique
touch	to	the	cityscape.	In	addition	to	traditional	visual	arts,	downtown	Orlando	is	also	home	to	a	thriving	performing	arts	scene.	The	Dr.	Phillips	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts	hosts	a	variety	of	concerts,	Broadway	shows,	and	cultural	events	throughout	the	year.	Check	their	schedule	to	catch	a	mesmerizing	performance.	For	a	more	intimate	live
music	experience,	head	to	The	Social	or	The	Abbey.	These	popular	venues	showcase	a	diverse	range	of	local	and	national	musicians,	providing	an	intimate	setting	for	music	lovers	to	enjoy	live	performances.	As	a	hub	for	creativity	and	innovation,	downtown	Orlando	also	hosts	several	art	festivals	and	events	throughout	the	year.	The	annual	Orlando
Fringe	Festival	is	a	must-see,	featuring	a	wide	range	of	theater,	music,	and	visual	arts	performances.	This	festival	celebrates	the	diversity	and	talent	of	the	local	arts	community.	Don’t	forget	to	explore	the	unique	galleries	and	studios	in	the	Mills	50	District.	This	eclectic	neighborhood	is	a	haven	for	art	lovers,	boasting	a	collection	of	galleries	and
working	spaces	where	you	can	discover	emerging	talents	and	contemporary	art.	Immerse	yourself	in	the	arts	and	culture	scene	of	downtown	Orlando,	and	you’ll	be	rewarded	with	a	world	of	creativity,	inspiration,	and	beauty.Exploring	Outdoor	Spaces	and	Parks	Downtown	Orlando	is	not	just	a	concrete	jungle	–	it	also	boasts	a	variety	of	outdoor	spaces
and	parks	where	you	can	relax,	unwind,	and	enjoy	the	natural	beauty	of	the	area.	A	visit	to	Lake	Eola	Park	is	a	must	when	exploring	outdoor	spaces	in	downtown	Orlando.	This	serene	oasis	is	centered	around	a	beautiful	lake	where	you	can	take	a	leisurely	stroll	along	the	waterfront	or	rent	a	swan-shaped	paddleboat	for	a	unique	experience.	Enjoy	a
picnic	on	the	grassy	areas	or	simply	find	a	bench	to	sit	back	and	soak	in	the	peaceful	surroundings.	For	a	more	immersive	nature	experience,	head	to	the	Harry	P.	Leu	Gardens.	This	stunning	50-acre	botanical	garden	features	a	diverse	collection	of	plants,	flowers,	and	themed	gardens.	Take	a	leisurely	walk	along	the	winding	paths,	explore	the
butterfly	garden,	or	simply	find	a	quiet	spot	to	relax	and	enjoy	the	tranquil	ambiance.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	outdoor	art,	make	sure	to	visit	the	Sculpture	Center	at	CityArts.	This	unique	outdoor	venue	features	an	ever-changing	collection	of	sculptures	and	art	installations.	Take	your	time	to	explore	the	various	pieces	and	appreciate	the	creativity	and	talent
of	the	artists.	For	those	who	enjoy	active	pursuits,	downtown	Orlando	offers	plenty	of	opportunities	for	outdoor	recreation.	The	Orlando	Urban	Trail	is	a	scenic	multi-use	path	that	winds	through	downtown,	providing	pedestrians	and	cyclists	with	a	safe	and	enjoyable	way	to	explore	the	city.	If	you’re	a	sports	enthusiast,	visit	the	Camping	World
Stadium,	home	to	various	sporting	and	entertainment	events.	Catch	a	football	game	or	a	concert,	and	experience	the	electric	atmosphere	as	you	cheer	on	your	favorite	team.	Lastly,	don’t	forget	to	discover	the	charm	of	Lake	Ivanhoe.	This	beautiful	lake	is	located	just	outside	of	downtown	Orlando	and	offers	a	peaceful	retreat	from	the	hustle	and	bustle
of	the	city.	Take	a	walk	along	the	waterfront,	enjoy	the	scenic	views,	or	rent	a	kayak	or	paddleboard	to	explore	the	lake’s	serene	waters.	With	its	parks,	gardens,	and	outdoor	spaces,	downtown	Orlando	provides	a	refreshing	escape	for	nature	lovers	and	outdoor	enthusiasts.Experiencing	Nightlife	and	Entertainment	When	the	sun	goes	down,	downtown
Orlando	comes	alive	with	a	vibrant	nightlife	and	a	plethora	of	entertainment	options	to	suit	every	taste	and	preference.	Start	your	evening	by	exploring	the	Church	Street	District,	a	hub	for	nightlife	in	downtown	Orlando.	This	lively	area	is	filled	with	bars,	clubs,	and	restaurants	offering	a	variety	of	experiences.	Dance	the	night	away	to	live	music,	grab
a	craft	cocktail,	or	simply	mingle	with	locals	and	fellow	visitors.	For	those	looking	for	a	more	laid-back	evening,	the	Thornton	Park	District	is	the	place	to	be.	This	eclectic	neighborhood	offers	a	charming	blend	of	neighborhood	bars,	wine	bars,	and	patio	lounges.	Enjoy	a	relaxing	drink	under	the	stars	or	indulge	in	a	cozy	wine	tasting	experience.	For	a
unique	and	immersive	nightlife	experience,	visit	the	Orlando	Improv	Comedy	Club.	This	popular	venue	hosts	a	variety	of	comedy	shows,	bringing	laughter	and	entertainment	to	downtown	Orlando.	Sit	back,	relax,	and	enjoy	a	night	of	laughter	and	comedic	talent.	If	you’re	a	fan	of	live	music,	don’t	miss	a	trip	to	the	Abbey.	This	intimate	venue	showcases
local	and	national	musicians,	providing	an	up-close	and	personal	experience	with	various	genres	of	music.	From	acoustic	performances	to	energetic	bands,	the	Abbey	offers	something	for	every	music	lover.	Downtown	Orlando	is	also	home	to	beautifully	restored	theaters	that	offer	a	diverse	range	of	performances.	The	Mad	Cow	Theatre	and	the	Dr.
Phillips	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts	host	a	variety	of	shows,	including	plays,	musicals,	and	dance	performances.	Immerse	yourself	in	the	world	of	performing	arts	and	witness	the	magic	of	live	entertainment.	For	a	memorable	and	unique	experience,	consider	taking	a	nighttime	helicopter	tour.	See	the	stunning	lights	of	downtown	Orlando	from
above	and	capture	breathtaking	views	of	the	city’s	skyline.	This	exhilarating	adventure	will	leave	you	with	incredible	memories.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	a	lively	night	out	on	the	town	or	a	more	relaxed	evening	of	entertainment,	downtown	Orlando	has	it	all.	With	its	vibrant	nightlife	scene	and	diverse	range	of	entertainment	options,	you’re
guaranteed	to	find	something	to	suit	your	style	and	preferences.Attending	Events	and	Festivals	Attending	events	and	festivals	is	a	fantastic	way	to	immerse	yourself	in	the	vibrant	energy	and	cultural	diversity	of	downtown	Orlando.	Throughout	the	year,	the	city	hosts	a	variety	of	exciting	events	that	cater	to	different	interests	and	passions.	One	of	the
most	anticipated	events	in	downtown	Orlando	is	the	Orlando	Fringe	Festival.	Held	annually,	this	10-day	event	features	a	diverse	range	of	theater,	music,	dance,	and	visual	arts	performances.	With	hundreds	of	shows	to	choose	from,	you’re	sure	to	find	something	that	piques	your	interest	and	leaves	you	wanting	more.	During	the	holiday	season,
downtown	Orlando	comes	alive	with	the	spirit	of	Christmas	at	the	annual	Tree	Lighting	Celebration	at	Lake	Eola	Park.	Witness	as	the	towering	tree	adorned	with	thousands	of	lights	is	illuminated,	signaling	the	start	of	the	festive	season.	Enjoy	live	entertainment,	food	vendors,	and	a	magical	atmosphere	as	the	park	is	transformed	into	a	winter
wonderland.	The	Florida	Film	Festival	is	another	must-attend	event	for	movie	buffs	and	cinephiles.	Hosted	by	the	Enzian	Theater,	this	prestigious	festival	showcases	a	diverse	selection	of	films,	including	independent	features,	documentaries,	and	short	films.	Immerse	yourself	in	the	world	of	cinema	and	discover	hidden	gems	from	talented	filmmakers.
Downtown	Orlando	is	also	home	to	a	variety	of	cultural	festivals	that	celebrate	different	traditions	and	cuisines.	The	FusionFest	is	a	multicultural	celebration	that	highlights	the	diversity	of	the	city	through	music,	dance,	food,	and	art.	Experience	the	richness	of	different	cultures	and	embrace	the	spirit	of	unity	and	inclusivity.	Throughout	the	year,
downtown	Orlando	hosts	various	music	festivals	that	cater	to	different	genres	and	tastes.	From	the	Orlando	Jazz	Festival	to	the	Electric	Daisy	Carnival,	music	enthusiasts	can	enjoy	live	performances	by	renowned	artists	and	immerse	themselves	in	the	infectious	energy	of	these	events.	Don’t	miss	the	opportunity	to	attend	the	Downtown	Food	&	Wine
Fest,	where	you	can	indulge	in	delectable	dishes	from	local	restaurants	and	sample	fine	wines.	This	culinary	extravaganza	is	perfect	for	gastronomy	enthusiasts	looking	to	savor	the	flavors	of	the	city’s	vibrant	food	scene.	Attending	events	and	festivals	in	downtown	Orlando	allows	you	to	experience	the	city	in	a	whole	new	light.	From	cultural
celebrations	to	live	performances	and	culinary	delights,	these	events	showcase	the	creativity,	talent,	and	diversity	that	make	downtown	Orlando	a	truly	remarkable	destination.Taking	Day	Trips	from	Downtown	Orlando	While	downtown	Orlando	offers	a	plethora	of	attractions	and	experiences,	it’s	also	conveniently	located	near	several	captivating
destinations	that	are	perfect	for	day	trips.	Take	a	break	from	the	city	and	explore	the	surrounding	areas	to	add	even	more	excitement	to	your	visit.	One	popular	day	trip	option	is	a	visit	to	the	charming	city	of	Winter	Park,	located	just	a	short	drive	from	downtown	Orlando.	Known	for	its	picturesque	Park	Avenue,	lined	with	upscale	shops,	art	galleries,
and	delicious	restaurants,	Winter	Park	exudes	a	laid-back	elegance.	Explore	the	Morse	Museum,	home	to	the	world’s	most	comprehensive	collection	of	works	by	Louis	Comfort	Tiffany,	or	take	a	scenic	boat	tour	along	the	Winter	Park	Chain	of	Lakes.	If	you’re	seeking	an	adrenaline	rush,	head	to	one	of	the	thrilling	theme	parks	located	in	the	vicinity	of
downtown	Orlando.	Walt	Disney	World	Resort,	Universal	Orlando	Resort,	and	SeaWorld	Orlando	are	all	within	easy	reach.	Spend	the	day	exploring	magical	lands,	braving	exhilarating	rides,	and	creating	unforgettable	memories.	For	nature	lovers,	a	visit	to	the	Wekiwa	Springs	State	Park	is	a	must.	Located	just	north	of	downtown	Orlando,	this
gorgeous	park	offers	opportunities	for	hiking,	canoeing,	and	swimming	in	the	crystal-clear	springs.	Immerse	yourself	in	Florida’s	natural	beauty	and	enjoy	a	day	surrounded	by	lush	greenery	and	wildlife.	If	you’re	a	history	buff,	take	a	trip	to	St.	Augustine,	the	oldest	continuously	occupied	European	settlement	in	the	United	States.	Explore	the	historic
fort,	stroll	along	the	cobblestone	streets	of	the	Old	Town,	and	soak	in	the	rich	heritage	of	this	charming	city	that	boasts	a	vibrant	Spanish	influence.	An	alternative	day	trip	option	is	a	visit	to	Kennedy	Space	Center	Visitor	Complex.	Discover	the	wonders	of	space	exploration,	learn	about	NASA’s	past	and	future	missions,	and	even	witness	a	rocket
launch	if	you’re	lucky.	Explore	interactive	exhibits,	see	the	iconic	space	shuttle	Atlantis,	and	experience	the	thrill	of	being	an	astronaut	for	a	day.	These	are	just	a	few	examples	of	the	many	day	trip	possibilities	from	downtown	Orlando.	Whether	you’re	seeking	culture,	adventure,	nature,	or	history,	you’ll	find	plenty	of	exciting	destinations	to	explore
just	a	short	distance	away.Tips	and	Recommendations	for	Visitors	As	you	plan	your	visit	to	downtown	Orlando,	here	are	some	helpful	tips	and	recommendations	to	ensure	a	smooth	and	enjoyable	experience:	Plan	your	visit:	Research	the	attractions	and	events	happening	during	your	visit	to	downtown	Orlando.	Check	if	there	are	any	special	exhibitions
or	festivals	that	you	don’t	want	to	miss.	Stay	hydrated:	Florida’s	warm	climate	can	be	intense,	especially	during	the	summer	months.	Make	sure	to	drink	plenty	of	water	throughout	the	day	and	protect	yourself	from	the	sun	with	sunscreen	and	a	hat.	Wear	comfortable	shoes:	Downtown	Orlando	is	best	explored	on	foot,	so	be	sure	to	wear	comfortable
shoes	that	will	allow	you	to	walk	around	and	explore	without	discomfort.	Use	public	transportation:	Consider	using	public	transportation	or	rideshare	services	when	navigating	downtown	Orlando.	It	can	be	more	convenient	and	cost-effective	than	driving	and	parking.	Try	the	local	cuisine:	Downtown	Orlando	is	home	to	a	diverse	range	of	culinary
delights.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	explore	local	restaurants	and	try	unique	dishes	that	showcase	the	flavors	of	the	region.	Be	mindful	of	peak	hours:	Downtown	Orlando	can	get	crowded	during	peak	hours,	especially	on	weekends.	Plan	your	visits	to	popular	attractions	and	dining	spots	accordingly	to	avoid	long	wait	times.	Stay	informed	about	safety:	Like	any
urban	area,	it’s	important	to	be	aware	of	your	surroundings	and	take	general	safety	precautions.	Keep	your	belongings	secure	and	be	cautious	when	walking	alone	at	night.	Check	for	discounts	and	deals:	Before	visiting	attractions	or	dining	establishments,	check	for	any	available	discounts	or	special	offers.	Many	places	in	downtown	Orlando	offer
discounted	tickets	or	happy	hour	specials.	Be	respectful	of	the	community:	Downtown	Orlando	is	a	vibrant	and	diverse	community.	Respect	the	local	culture,	traditions,	and	the	environment.	Dispose	of	trash	properly	and	follow	any	rules	or	regulations	at	parks	and	public	spaces.	Enjoy	the	local	entertainment:	Take	advantage	of	the	live	music	scene,
theater	shows,	and	cultural	events	happening	in	downtown	Orlando.	Immerse	yourself	in	the	local	entertainment	scene	and	support	local	artists	and	performers.	By	following	these	tips	and	recommendations,	you’ll	be	well-prepared	to	make	the	most	of	your	visit	to	downtown	Orlando	and	create	memories	that	will	last	a	lifetime.	Downtown	Orlando
offers	a	vibrant	and	diverse	experience	that	combines	history,	culture,	entertainment,	and	natural	beauty.	Whether	you’re	exploring	iconic	landmarks,	indulging	in	shopping	and	dining	experiences,	immersing	yourself	in	the	arts	and	culture	scene,	or	enjoying	outdoor	spaces	and	parks,	there	is	something	for	everyone	in	this	dynamic	city	center.	From
the	picturesque	Lake	Eola	Park	to	the	lively	Church	Street	District,	downtown	Orlando	captivates	visitors	with	its	unique	blend	of	modernity	and	historic	charm.	The	city’s	thriving	arts	and	culture	scene,	with	its	museums,	galleries,	and	street	art,	showcases	the	creativity	and	talent	of	local	artists.	Downtown	Orlando’s	dining	scene	is	a	gastronomic
delight,	offering	a	range	of	options	from	trendy	cafes	to	upscale	restaurants.	And	when	the	sun	goes	down,	the	city	comes	alive	with	a	vibrant	nightlife	and	entertainment	options	that	cater	to	all	tastes.	For	those	looking	to	venture	beyond	downtown	Orlando,	there	are	plenty	of	day	trip	opportunities	to	explore	nearby	attractions	such	as	Winter	Park,
theme	parks,	nature	parks,	and	historic	sites.	These	excursions	enhance	your	visit	and	provide	a	well-rounded	experience	of	the	region.	As	you	plan	your	visit,	remember	to	stay	hydrated,	wear	comfortable	shoes,	and	take	advantage	of	public	transportation	options.	Be	respectful	of	the	local	community	and	make	sure	to	support	local	businesses	and
artists.	In	conclusion,	downtown	Orlando	is	a	destination	that	offers	something	for	everyone.	Whether	you’re	a	history	buff,	a	food	lover,	an	art	enthusiast,	or	an	adventure	seeker,	this	vibrant	city	center	will	leave	you	with	unforgettable	memories	and	a	desire	to	return	for	more.	We	picked	the	towns	and	cities	with	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida
where	you	can	walk	around	and	enjoy	top	restaurants,	bars,	and	shopping	all	in	one	place.All	of	the	locations	that	we	chose	feature	a	vibrant	downtown	district	that	is	filled	with	amenities	and	exciting	entertainment	options	that	are	sure	to	keep	you	busy,	whether	you	are	looking	to	just	visit	or	are	looking	to	move	to	one.Florida	offers	a	diverse	list	of
great	cities,	but	not	all	of	them	feature	a	bustling	central	district,	so	let’s	take	a	look	at	all	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida	for	2023.We	also	divided	our	list	into	three	main	categories	–	small	towns,	mid-sized	cities,	and	big	cities	–	so	that	we	provide	options	for	every	type	of	destination	in	the	Sunshine	State	that	you	may	be	looking	for.	Best	Downtowns
in	Florida	–	Small	TownsOur	definition	of	a	small	town	is	a	place	with	less	than	20,000	residents.	It	just	so	happens	that	most	of	these	small	towns	are	also	located	right	on	the	beach,	making	them	the	perfect	combination	for	relaxation	and	fun	around	town.DestinPopulation:	13,312	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsDestin	is	a	magnificent	beachtown
located	right	on	the	shores	of	the	Gulf	on	the	Florida	Panhandle.	The	town	has	so	much	to	offer,	from	its	emerald	beaches	with	dolphin	tours,	to	water	sports,	and	fishing	galore.Downtown	Destin	features	the	lively	Destin	Harbor	Boardwalk,	which	is	filled	with	boutiques,	shops,	and	some	of	the	best	restaurants	in	the	region,	including:If	shopping	is
what	you	seek,	Destin	offers	some	excellent	fare	for	those	looking	to	take	something	home	for	the	family.	Some	of	the	top	shopping	areas	include:Grand	Boulevard	at	SandestinSilver	Sands	Premium	OutletsDestin	CommonsAdditionally,	Crab	Island	is	a	great	draw	for	visitors	and	is	only	accessible	by	water.	This	beautiful	sandbar	offers	a	host	of	water
activities	such	as	snorkeling,	paddle	boarding,	jet	skiing,	etc.Overall,	Destin	is	one	of	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida	for	those	looking	to	experience	some	small-town	charm	along	with	easy	access	to	the	beach.Mount	DoraPopulation:	13,204	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsMount	Dora	is	known	as	“The	Festival	City,”	but	it	also	has	oodles	of	small-
town	charm	and	historic	buildings	dating	back	to	the	late	1800s,	including	the	Lakeside	Inn,	which	has	been	in	operation	since	1883.		Mount	Dora	is	also	surrounded	by	multiple	lakes.	Downtown	Mount	Dora	is	poised	over	the	beautiful	Lake	Dora	and	offers	excellent	water	activities	and	public	parks	like	Elizabeth	Evans	Park.You	can	take	a	pontoon	or
catboat	along	the	picturesque	scenery	or	try	your	hand	at	reeling	in	bass	fish	in	the	“Bass	Capital	of	the	World.”Downtown	Mount	Dora	also	offers	a	host	of	eateries	in	gorgeous	settings	that	cater	to	all	tastes,	such	as	the:The	Goblin	Market	The	Frog	and	Monkey	Restaurant	&	PubCopacabana	Cuban	CaféThe	historic	downtown	district	offers	a	vibrant
art	scene	with	galleries,	studios,	and	art	events.	It	is	also	one	of	the	best	stops	on	Florida’s	antique	trail,	with	iconic	spots	such	as	Renninger’s	Flea	Market	and	Antique	Center.St.	AugustinePopulation:	13,867	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsAs	the	oldest	continually	occupied	settlement	in	the	US,	St.	Augustine	offers	stunning	Spanish	colonials,	a
colorful	history,	and	pristine	beaches	such	as	St.	Augustine	Beach	and	Crescent	Beach.St.	Augustine	will	delight	history	lovers	as	it	is	the	home	to	fascinating	museums	and	ancient	forts	and	castles.	The	top	visitor	attractions	include:	Castillo	de	San	MarcosLightner	Museum	St.	Augustine	LighthouseHistoric	Downtown	St.	Augustine	also	offers	top-
class	cuisine	that	reflects	the	town’s	multicultural	heritage,	including	places	such	as:Casa	Benedetto’s	RistoranteLlama	Restaurant	The	Ice	PlantThe	downtown	also	offers	galleries,	boutiques,	shopping,	theaters,	and	live	music	venues,	which	makes	it	the	perfect	spot	to	enjoy	a	day	(and	night)	out	and	one	of	the		best	downtowns	in	Florida	for	those
who	like	to	mix	history,	culture,	and	beaches.StuartPopulation:	16,204	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsA	couple	of	decades	ago,	Stuart’s	downtown	received	an	overhaul	and	transformed	into	a	quaint	and	iconic	district	with	1920s	retro	vibes.	The	restored	1920s	Lyric	Theater	forms	the	hub	of	this	community	of	burgeoning	arts,	theater,	and	historical
museums.	Steeped	in	history,	visitors	will	love	the	Stuart	Heritage	Museum	and	Road	to	Victory	Military	Museum,	with	artifacts	dating	back	to	the	town’s	earliest	days.Stuart	is	also	located	right	on	the	St.	Lucie	River	and	near	the	Atlantic	Ocean,	so	it	offers	opportunities	to	relax	on	the	beach	as	well	as	watersports	abound,	including	riverboat
cruises,	such	as	the	famous	Treasure	Coast	River	Cruises	and	Treasure	Coast	Sailing	Adventures.Stuart	has	a	reputation	for	offering	outstanding	cuisines,	including	restaurants	such	as:Ellie’s	Downtown	Deli	Riverwalk	Café	;	Oyster	BarThe	Osceola	Street	CaféThe	walkable	streets	of	downtown	Stuart	are	also	home	to	flea	markets,	galleries,	and	great
shopping	venues	on	the	bustling	Osceola	Street.Best	Downtowns	in	Florida	–	Mid-Sized	CitiesHere,	we	chose	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida	in	medium-sized	cities	with	a	population	of	100,000	or	fewer	residents.DunedinPopulation:	35,882	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsThe	charming	downtown	in	Dunedin,	Florida	offers	a	scenic	waterfront	and	a
quaint	and	bustling	lively	arts	community	with	the	backdrop	of	4	miles	of	beautiful	beaches.Downtown	Dunedin	has	a	walkable	main	street	and	also	features	the	famous	Dunedin	Downtown	Market	every	Friday	and	Saturday	morning,	offering	gourmet	treats,	souvenirs,	and	fresh	produce.	The	town	is	also	home	to	several	parks,	such	as	the
Honeymoon	Island	Park	and	Caladesi	Island	State	Park.Meanwhile,	The	Dunedin	History	Museum	and	the	free	Beatles	Museum	Dunedin	are	great	draws	for	visitors,	as	is	the	Dunedin	Fine	Art	Center.Dunedin	offers	excellent	eateries	for	foodies	as	well,	including	the	popular	spots:Key	WestPopulation:	26,039	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsDuval
Street	is	the	heart	of	downtown	Key	West	and	offers	iconic	bars,	galleries,	and	a	selection	of	mouth-watering	places	to	dine.	The	historic	district	of	Old	Town	offers	many	attractions	for	history	lovers	and	sightseers.	This	includes	the	famous	Hemingway	House,	where	Ernest	Hemingway	lived	for	most	of	the	1930s.	Other	places	of	historical	interest
include:Meanwhile,	downtown	Key	West	offers	some	great	restaurants,	including:Turtle	KraalsPepe’s	Cafe	Kermit’s	Key	West	Key	Lime	Pie	ShoppeDowntown	also	offers	excellent	attractions	for	art	and	theater	lovers,	such	as	the	San	Carlos	Theater	and	the	popular	Art@830.Of	course,	the	beach	is	just	a	stone’s	throw	away	from	downtown	Key	West,
which	makes	it	the	perfect	place	to	blend	culture	and	outdoor	activities.Winter	ParkPopulation:	29,543	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsWinter	Park	was	once	just	a	winter	destination,	but	has	now	transformed	into	a	burgeoning	arts	and	culture	scene.The	Charles	Hosmer	Morse	Museum	of	American	Art	is	an	excellent	draw	for	visitors	and	includes
some	rare	exhibits,	such	as	Louis	Tiffany’s	glass	windows.	The	elegant	historical	downtown	offers	unique	buildings	and	quaint,	cobbled	streets	where	you	can	explore	contemporary	art,	such	as	the	famous	Cornell	Art	Museum.Fine	cuisine	is	another	draw	in	Winter	Park,	with	offerings	such	as	the	James	Beard-nominated	chefs	at	The	Ravenous	Pig.The
walkable	downtown	district	also	offers	excellent	shopping	options	and	is	just	30	minutes	away	from	Disney	World.SarasotaPopulation:	54,425	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsHistoric	Burns	Square	is	a	great	area	in	downtown	Sarasota,	with	many	galleries,	antique	shops,	and	boutiques.	The	Marie	Selby	Botanical	Garden	boasts	some	of	the	world’s
most	rare	orchids	and	a	children’s	rainforest	play	area.	Meanwhile,	you	can	enjoy	a	world-class	arts	and	culture	scene	here,	including	the	Saratoga	Opera	House,	or	indulge	in	one	of	Saratoga’s	numerous	fine	eateries,	such	as:Hamlet	and	Ghost	The	Mouzon	HouseBoca	BistroBest	Downtowns	in	Florida	–	Large	CitiesThis	section	of	the	list	of	the	best
downtowns	in	Florida	focuses	on	large	cities	with	a	population	over	100,000	residents.	These	are	truly	the	centers	of	entertainment	and	industry	within	The	Sunshine	State.OrlandoPopulation:	263,306	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsDowntown	Orlando	is	not	your	typical	theme	park	fairground,	but	rather	a	historic	neighborhood	with	a	strong	arts
and	culture	vibe	as	well	as	numerous	museums,	parks,	and	shops.For	example,	Lake	Eola	Park	draws	many	visitors	each	year,	where	you	can	rent	a	swan	boat	or	soak	up	the	lakeside	sun.Meanwhile,	the	nightlife	in	downtown	Orlando	offers	something	for	everyone,	including	live	music	and	great	theater	venues	such	as	the	SAK	Comedy	Lab.
Additionally,	Wall	Street	Plaza	has	a	wide	range	of	bars	and	nightclubs	to	choose	from	and	hosts	famous	block	parties	with	live	DJs.Right	in	the	heart	of	downtown,	there	is	also	the	Amway	Center,	which	hosts	the	Orlando	Magic	basketball	team	as	well	as	numerous	concerts	and	events.The	Orlando	Science	Center	includes	fascinating	exhibits	as	well
as	KidsTown	with	interactive	learning	games.	Orlando	has	also	emerged	as	a	top	spot	for	foodies,	as	downtown	is	filled	with	some	of	the	region’s	best	eateries,	including:Aloha	Isle	OrlandoKres	ChophouseThe	BohemeSt.	PetersburgPopulation:	253,585	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsDowntown	St.	Petersburg	offers	history,	art,	culture,	and	food	in	a
beautiful	setting.	This	area	is	known	for	its	choice	of	topline	breweries	and	the	$92	million	St.	Pete	Pier	that	was	recently	built.	Additionally,	Vinoy	Park	offers	spectacular	ocean	views	and	a	park	with	lots	of	buskers	and	live	entertainment.Downtown	is	also	home	to	the	world-famous	Salvador	Dali	Museum	and	impressive	glassworks	at	Chihuly
Collection.There	are	also	tons	of	great	restaurants	and	breweries	abound	in	the	downtown	region,	including	local	favorites	such	as:TampaPopulation:	361,477	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsDowntown	Tampa	offers	a	vibrant	mix	of	culture,	arts,	and	eateries	and	offers	as	much	to	do	for	families	as	those	who	are	seeking	an	endless	nightlife.	Don’t
miss	The	Tampa	Riverwalk,	which	offers	scenic	river	views	and	loads	of	shops	and	attractions	along	its	2.4-mile	stretch,	including:Curtis	Hixon	Waterfront	ParkGlazer	Children’s	MuseumFlorida	AquariumDowntown	is	also	famous	for	its	food,	offering	local	gourmet	favorites	such	as:Yeoman’s	Cask	and	LionOxford	Exchange	UleleYou	can	also	find
Amalie	Arena	right	in	the	middle	of	downtown,	where	you	can	watch	the	Tampa	Bay	Lightning	hockey	team	or	a	live	concert.MiamiPopulation:	432,622	Location:	Check	on	Google	MapsNo	list	of	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida	can	be	complete	without	including	Miami.The	diverse	and	bustling	area	of	downtown	Miami	offers	a	lively	blend	of	dining,
arts,	entertainment,	and	sightseeing.Public	parks	such	as	the	Ferré	Park	and	Bayfront	Park	attract	many	visitors,	while	the	Skyviews	Miami	observation	wheel	offers	200-foot	high	panoramic	views.You	can	also	take	a	boat	tour	as	well	as	a	bus	tour,	often	passing	the	homes	of	the	rich	and	famous.In	addition,	there	is	the	world-famous	Olympia	Theater,
which	is	a	great	draw	for	tourists,	as	well	as	the	Perez	Art	Museum	and	the	FTX	Arena/American	Airlines	Arena	that	is	located	right	in	the	middle	of	downtown.Downtown	Miami	is	also	home	to	some	of	the	best	restaurants	in	the	world,	with	offerings	such	as:Pollos	and	JarrasTruluck’s	Ocean’s	Finest	Seafood	&	CrabRakija	GrillBest	Downtowns	in
Florida	–	SummaryOverall,	the	best	downtowns	in	Florida	to	visit	or	to	live	in	are:Small	TownsDestinMount	DoraSt.	AugustineStuartMid-Sized	CitiesDunedinKey	WestWinter	ParkSarasotaLarge	CitiesOrlandoSt.	PetersburgTampaMiamiAll	of	these	towns	and	cities	offer	an	excellent	area	where	you	don’t	need	a	car	to	enjoy	plenty	of	shops,	restaurants,
and	bars.Be	sure	to	check	them	all	out	if	you	get	the	chance	so	that	you	can	compare	and	contrast	their	vibes	and	see	which	one	is	the	right	fit	for	you.
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