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Share	this	article	Copied!	This	page	may	contain	affiliate	links.	If	you	choose	to	interact	with	or	purchase	from	another	business,	we	may	receive	payment.	Learn	more.	In	charge	of	planning	a	funeral?	You	may	find	yourself	faced	with	the	task	of	coming	up	with	the	funeral	program	outline.	The	purpose	of	the	funeral	program	is	to	let	folks	know	of	a
service	and	to	give	them	a	general	idea	of	what	to	expect	at	the	service.	Creating	your	own	funeral	program	is	easy	to	do	and	can	be	done	in	most	text	editing	programs	(such	as	Google	Docs	or	Microsoft	Word).	Here’s	how	to	get	started.	What	is	the	order	of	service?	The	order	of	service	for	a	funeral	typically	follows	a	structured	sequence	to	honor
the	deceased	and	provide	comfort	to	mourners.	It	generally	begins	with	a	welcome	or	opening	remarks	by	the	officiant,	followed	by	a	prayer	or	scripture	reading.	Next,	there	may	be	musical	selections	or	hymns,	leading	into	tributes,	eulogies,	or	personal	reflections	shared	by	family	and	friends.	A	sermon	or	message	of	hope	from	a	religious	leader	or
speaker	often	follows.	Additional	readings,	poetry,	or	another	musical	piece	may	be	included	before	the	closing	remarks	and	final	prayers.	The	service	concludes	with	a	committal	or	benediction,	and	if	applicable,	the	procession	to	the	burial	site	for	a	graveside	service	or	interment.	When	reading	through	sample	funeral	programs,	the	order	of	service
will	often	vary	widely,	giving	you	a	lot	of	opportunity	for	customization.	Is	it	common	to	think	of	poems	and	songs	for	the	ends	of	funeral	programs?	Yes,	it	is	common	to	include	song	lyrics	or	poems	in	a	funeral	program.	Many	families	choose	meaningful	hymns,	inspirational	songs,	or	comforting	poetry	to	honor	their	loved	one	and	provide	solace	to
attendees.	These	can	be	printed	in	full	or	as	excerpts,	often	placed	alongside	tributes,	scripture	readings,	or	photos.	Including	such	elements	adds	a	personal	and	emotional	touch	to	the	program,	making	it	a	cherished	keepsake.	How	to	write	a	funeral	program	Writing	a	funeral	service	program	can	be	much	easier	than	you’d	expect,	even	if	you’ve
never	written	a	program	before.	Here’s	what	a	typical	funeral	service	program	outline	would	contain:	The	full	name	of	the	person	who	passed	away	Their	date	of	birth	and	date	of	death	The	date	and	time	of	the	service	The	order	of	service	A	photo	of	the	individual	A	small	quote	or	message	from	the	family	Once	you’re	finished	creating	a	funeral
program,	you	can	include	it	directly	on	your	memorial	website	by	uploading	it	to	the	Events	tab.	Uploading	the	program	to	your	memorial	website	will	let	guests	know	what	to	expect	and	when,	which	lets	them	prepare	for	the	upcoming	service.	Create	a	memorial	website	Funeral	service	program	template	The	following	free	examples	of	programs	for
funerals	will	follow	a	similar	pattern	once	you	begin	reading	them.	Funeral	programs	are	often	a	single	piece	of	paper	with	information	on	the	front	and	the	back	of	the	program.	If	you’re	unsure	what’s	included	in	an	order	of	service,	here	is	what	a	sample	funeral	service	program:	Opening	Prayer	Led	by	Pastor	Upton	Acknowledgements	Led	by	Percy
Morano	Eulogy	Read	by	Bryan	Terry	Scripture	Reading	Read	by	Pastor	Upton	Closing	Remarks	Led	by	Morano	Family	Funeral	services	are	typically	relatively	short,	lasting	around	45	to	60	minutes	and	funeral	programs	typically	are	short	in	length	as	a	result.	When	you	read	through	funeral	program	examples,	samples	and	templates,	you're	likely	to
realize	there	isn't	too	much	of	a	difference	between	one	sample	funeral	program	and	another.	The	purpose	of	the	funeral	program	outline	is	to	let	guests	know	the	order	of	the	service	and	what	to	expect	when	they	attend	the	funeral.	It	also	reminds	people	who	said	which	remarks	and	gives	credit	where	credit	is	due.	When	altering	any	sample	funeral
program	wording,	you	can	change	the	order	of	events,	the	type	of	events,	and	the	number	of	events	that	are	going	to	happen	at	the	funeral	service	you’re	designing	the	pamphlet	for.	How	to	make	programs	for	a	funeral	Funerals	come	with	a	lot	of	moving	parts	and	pieces	that	need	to	be	organize4d.	Printing	out	funeral	programs	is	just	one	of	those
moving	parts.	Before	you	jump	into	figuring	out	which	scripture	to	include	for	your	funeral	program	or	what	the	perfect	template	for	the	funeral	program	is,	it's	helpful	to	know	what	your	options	are.	When	it	comes	to	funeral	programs,	you'll	find	lots	of	free	templates	online.	But	simply	reading	through	sample	funeral	programs	and	funeral	program
examples	is	not	enough	to	get	you	to	having	physical	(or	digital)	completed	programs	--	you	need	to	figure	out	how	to	create	a	funeral	program	and	what	kind	of	funeral	program	you	want.	In	general,	there	are	four	options	when	it	comes	to	funeral	program	design:	Each	funeral	program	option	has	different	levels	of	convenience,	cost,	and
customization.	Here’s	how	they	compare:	1)	Free	digital	funeral	program	You	design	and	create	a	digital	funeral	program	yourself	using	software	like	Microsoft	Word,	Canva,	or	Adobe	InDesign.	You	also	have	the	option	to	simply	create	a	memorial	website	and	include	the	funeral	service	program's	details	on	the	memorial	website.	The	funeral	service
program	can	be	shared	electronically	via	email,	social	media,	or	a	website.	Pros:	No	printing	costs,	instant	distribution,	highly	customizable.	Cons:	Requires	design	skills	and	time,	not	ideal	for	in-person	services.	Requires	you	to	use	the	website	and	share	the	website	with	friends	and	family.	2)	DIY	Physical	(Printable)	Funeral	Programs	You	choose	the
funeral	program	format	based	on	examples	or	templates.	You	pay	for	funeral	program	printing	and	have	it	printed	at	home,	at	work,	at	a	library,	or	at	a	local	print	shop.	Typically	created	in	formats	like	folded	brochures	or	booklets.	Pros:	Cost-effective,	allows	full	creative	control,	immediate	access.	You	can	easily	find	free	sample	funeral	program
templates	online,	making	it	easy	to	design	one	on	your	own.	Cons:	Requires	a	good	printer	or	a	print	shop,	time-consuming	to	design	and	assemble.	3)	Purchased	digital	funeral	program	You	buy	a	professionally	designed	funeral	program	template	or	have	one	custom-designed.	The	final	product	is	provided	as	a	digital	file	(PDF,	Word,	etc.)	for	you	to
print	or	share	electronically.	Pros:	Professional	design	without	the	effort,	cost-effective	if	you	only	need	a	digital	version.	Cons:	You	still	need	to	arrange	printing	if	physical	copies	are	required.	4)	Purchased	printed	funeral	program	You	order	fully	printed	programs	from	a	professional	printing	service	or	online	vendor.	Programs	are	typically	shipped
to	you	or	directly	to	the	funeral	venue.	Pros:	High-quality	prints	with	no	DIY	effort,	professional	design.	Cons:	More	expensive,	requires	time	for	production	and	shipping.	5)	Funeral	Programs	provided	by	the	funeral	home	Many	funeral	homes	offer	in-house	funeral	program	design	and	printing.	They	may	be	included	in	funeral	packages	or	available
for	an	extra	fee.	Pros:	Convenient,	professionally	handled,	may	match	other	funeral	materials.	Cons:	Limited	customization,	potentially	more	expensive	than	DIY	options.	Funeral	program	samples	When	you’re	ready,	you	can	choose	from	the	following	funeral	service	program	templates.	Simply	copy	one	of	these	funeral	program	examples,	fill	in	the
blanks	and	print	it	out	using	a	professional	printing	service	or	from	your	very	own	computer.	If	you’re	looking	for	professionally	made	funeral	programs,	you	can	order	them	here.	Example	1	Order	of	service	Remembering	[Full	name	of	decedent]	Welcoming	remarks	[Full	name	of	host]	Prayer	[Passage	number]	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]
Closing	remarks	Read	by	[Name]	Stay	connected	at	our	memorial	website:	[link]	Example	2	Remembering	[Name]’s	life	Welcome	Led	by	[Name]	Opening	poem	Read	and	written	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Slideshow	Final	farewell	Led	by	[Name]	Closing	song	[Title	of	song]	[Artist	name]	Our	family	thanks	you	for	joining	us	in	remembering
[Name]’s	life.	Please	share	any	favorite	memories	at	the	memorial	website:	[link]	Example	3	In	memory	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]	[Photo]	"[Quote]"	-	[Author's	name]	Services	will	take	place	at	[time]	on	[date]	at	[location].	Order	of	service	Welcome	and	introductions	Led	by	[Name]	Opening	prayer	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy
Read	by	[Name]	Lantern	release	Led	by	[Name]	Reflections	from	friends	and	family	Closing	prayers	"[Passage	or	prayer]"	Example	4	Remembering	the	life	of	[Name]	[Photo]	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]	Services	will	take	place	at	[time]	on	[date]	at	[location].	Order	of	service	Welcome	and	introductions	Led	by	[Name]
Opening	reading	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy	&	slideshow	Read	by	[Name]	Open	floor	for	memories	and	comments	We	invite	everyone	to	comment	or	share	a	few	words	about	[Name]'s	life.	Closing	thoughts	Led	by	[Name]	"[Quote]"	-	[Author's	name]	Example	5	The	incredible	life	of	[Name]	[Photo]	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]
Services	will	take	place	at	[time]	on	[date]	at	[location].	Order	of	service	Welcome	and	introductions	Led	by	[Name]	Opening	reading	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy	&	slideshow	Read	by	[Name]	Lantern	release	Led	by	[Name]	Reflections	from	friends	and	family	Closing	thoughts	"[Quote]"	-	[Author's	name]	Example	6	In	loving	memory	[Full	name	of
decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]	[Photo]	Services	[Date]	-	[Time]	-	[Location]	Please	join	us	in	remembering	[his/her]	beautiful	life.	Order	of	service	Welcoming	remarks	Led	by	[Name]	[Title	of	song]	Sung	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Open	remarks	We	welcome	anyone	to	share	a	brief	memory	or	remark	at	this	time.	Closing	thoughts
Led	by	[Name]	Please	give	the	memorial	website	we	set	up	for	[Name]	a	visit:	[link	to	memorial	site]	Example	7	Honoring	the	life	of	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]	Services	[Date]	-	[Time]	-	[Location]	Order	of	service	Welcoming	remarks	Led	by	[Name]	Poem	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Poem	Read	by	[Name]
Closing	thoughts	Led	by	[Name]	Please	keep	in	touch	at	the	memorial	website	we	set	up	for	[Name]:	[link	to	memorial	site]	Example	8	In	Memoriam	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]	Service	information	[Date]	-	[Time]	-	[Location]	Order	of	service	Welcoming	prayer	Led	by	[Name]	Hymn	Led	by	[Name]	Passage	Read	by	[Name]
Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Closing	prayer	Led	by	[Name]	Closing	thoughts	Led	by	[Name]	Our	family	thanks	you	for	your	thoughts	and	prayers	during	this	difficult	time.	Please	keep	in	touch	at	the	memorial	website	we	set	up	for	[Name],	here:	[link	to	memorial	site]	Example	9	In	Loving	Memory	[Full	name	of	decedent]	[Date	of	birth]	-	[Date	of	death]
Service	information	Date:	[date]	Time:	[time]	Location:	[location]	Order	of	service	Welcome	and	introductions	Led	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Reading	Read	by	[Name]	Slideshow	Reflections	from	friends	and	family	Closing	thoughts	Led	by	[Name]	Thank	you	so	much	for	joining	our	family	in	remembering	[Name]’s	life	today.	Please	share	your
memories,	photos,	and	condolences	by	posting	to	our	memorial	website:	[link]	Example	10	[Full	Name]	Date	of	birth	-	Date	of	death	[Photo]	[Date],	[time],	[location	of	service]	Welcome	and	introductions	Led	by	[Name]	Opening	reading	Read	by	[Name]	Opening	song	[Name	of	song]	Sung	by	[Name]	Reflections	from	friends	and	family	Closing
thoughts	"[Quote]"	-	[Author]	Thank	you	so	much	for	joining	our	family	in	celebrating	[Name]’s	life	today.	We	would	love	to	see	any	and	all	photos	you	have	of	[Name].	Please	share	them	by	posting	to	our	memorial	website:	[link]	Example	11	[Full	Name]	Date	of	birth	-	Date	of	death	[Favorite	quote]	[Photo]	Please	join	us	to	celebrate	the	life	of	[name]
at	[location]	on	[date]	at	[time].	Order	of	service:	Welcome	and	introductions	Opening	reading	Read	by	[Name]	Eulogy	Read	by	[Name]	Reflections	from	friends	and	family	Lantern	release	Closing	thoughts	"[Quote]"	-	[Author]	Thank	you	so	much	for	joining	us	in	remembering	the	life	of	[Name],	forever	in	our	hearts.	Now	that	you've	learned	how	to
make	a	funeral	program	and	have	read	through	these	samples	of	funeral	programs,	you	should	feel	more	confident	when	writing	one	on	your	own.	Whenever	it's	needed,	feel	free	to	come	back	to	these	examples	of	funeral	service	programs	for	inspiration	or	guidance	on	formatting.	When	you’re	ready	to	share	your	funeral	program	with	friends	and
family,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	start	a	memorial	website.	Memorial	websites	let	you	post	the	program,	share	event	information,	collect	condolences	and	photos,	raise	donations,	and	much	more.	Start	a	memorial	website	Want	to	see	more	articles	like	this?	Like	us	on	Facebook:	Last	updated	March	17,	2025	Download	Article	Arrange	an	order	of	service	that
celebrates	your	loved	one’s	life	Download	Article	Planning	a	funeral	is	never	easy.	But	when	the	day	finally	arrives,	having	an	order	of	service	can	make	the	experience	easier	to	bear.	A	funeral	order	of	service—also	known	as	a	funeral	program—is	a	must-have	for	guests	and	family	members	alike.	This	article	explains	what	an	order	of	service	is,	what
it	contains,	and	how	to	create	one	for	an	upcoming	funeral,	complete	with	examples.	Keep	reading	to	learn	how	to	create	an	order	of	service	to	honor	a	loved	one	who	has	passed	away.	An	order	of	service	is	a	schedule	of	events	taking	place	at	a	funeral.	Speeches,	prayers,	and	other	events	are	listed	in	the	order	they’ll	occur	in.	The	funeral	order	of
service	is	usually	printed	as	a	booklet.	It	also	includes	photos	of	the	deceased,	the	time	and	date	of	services,	and	other	information.	Have	the	funeral	home	prepare	the	order	of	service	for	you,	or	create	one	yourself	using	Adobe	Photoshop	or	a	graphic	design	website	like	Canva.	An	order	of	service	is	a	schedule	of	events	taking	place	at	a	funeral.	It’s
usually	printed	in	a	booklet	and	given	to	guests	when	they	arrive	at	the	funeral.	Key	events	like	prayers,	songs,	tributes,	and	eulogies	are	listed	in	the	order	that	they’ll	occur.	This	informs	guests	of	what	to	expect	during	the	service.[1]	An	order	of	service	usually	features	photos,	prayers,	poems,	or	quotes,	along	with	the	schedule	of	events.	It	may	be
printed	as	a	booklet,	pamphlet,	or	card.	An	order	is	service	is	also	known	as	a	funeral	program,	funeral	bulletin,	memorial	folder,	or	funeral	pamphlet.[2]	Advertisement	1	A	cover	with	the	name	and	photo	of	the	deceased.	The	photo	usually	shows	the	deceased	smiling	or	visibly	happy.	Their	full	name	is	included,	along	with	their	dates	of	birth	and
death.	This	information	might	be	presented	with	other	text	such	as	“In	loving	memory”.[3]	For	instance,	the	text	might	read	“In	loving	memory	of	Maria	Smith”	or	“Celebrating	the	life	of	Antonio	Sanchez”.	2	The	time,	date,	and	location	of	the	funeral	service.	This	is	usually	printed	on	the	cover.	The	address	or	name	of	the	funeral	home	may	be	shown.
In	some	cases,	extra	information	is	included,	such	as	the	time	of	the	burial	or	cremation	ceremony.[4]	For	example:	“Mass	at	St.	Nicholas	of	Tolentine	Church	on	Wednesday,	June	3rd,	2023	at	10:00	a.m.	Burial	at	11:30	p.m.	at	Old	Saint	Raymond's	Cemetery.”	3	A	list	of	speeches,	prayers,	readings,	music,	and	other	events.	Each	event	is	listed
alongside	the	name	of	the	person	presenting.	For	instance,	the	first	event	might	be	listed	as	“Welcome	&	Introduction	-	Michael	Mazzetti”.	The	second	might	be	“Prayer	-	Fr.	Donald	Robinson”,	and	so	on.	The	events	are	listed	in	the	order	they	will	occur.[5]	The	presenters’	relationships	to	the	deceased	may	also	be	included	next	to	their	names:
“Welcome	&	Introduction	-	Michael	Mazzetti	(nephew)”.	4	Text	from	any	prayers,	readings,	and	music	being	performed.	Guests	can	use	these	texts	to	follow	along.	They	could	also	refer	to	the	lyrics	while	singing	and	chanting	during	musical	performances.[6]	If	a	eulogy	is	given,	the	full	text	(or	an	excerpt)	might	be	included	as	well.	5	Quotes,	poems,
lyrics,	or	bits	of	scripture.	If	the	deceased	was	a	devout	Catholic,	the	order	of	service	could	feature	a	snippet	from	their	favorite	bible	passage.	Or,	if	they	were	a	music	fan,	it	could	include	lyrics	from	a	song	they	used	to	enjoy.[7]	The	family	of	the	deceased	may	also	include	quotes	and	favorite	memories	with	their	loved	one.	6	Extra	photos	of	the
deceased.	Photos	from	different	parts	of	their	life—childhood,	adolescence,	their	wedding	day,	their	last	vacation,	and	so	on—can	convey	a	loving	story	of	the	person	who	died.	There	could	also	be	photos	featuring	other	family	members,	a	spouse,	pets,	or	other	important	figures	from	their	life.	Extra	graphics	like	flowers,	religious	symbols,	and	artwork
could	be	added	as	well.	7	An	optional	thank	you	message	for	the	back	cover.	Include	a	brief	message	like,	“On	behalf	of	Michael	and	the	entire	Smith	family,	we	wish	to	express	our	deepest	appreciation	for	your	love	and	support.”	Or	choose	to	leave	the	back	cover	blank,	if	you	prefer.	If	you’re	collecting	donations	for	charity	in	honor	of	the	deceased,
mention	the	charity	and	provide	instructions	on	how	to	donate.	Advertisement	1	Have	the	funeral	home	plan	and	print	the	order	of	service	for	you.	Contact	the	funeral	director	to	discuss	the	events	that	will	take	place	that	day.	Provide	them	with	information	and	media,	including	photos	of	your	loved	one,	along	with	a	list	of	prayers,	music,	and	the
names	of	people	who	will	give	formal	speeches	or	tributes.[8]	They	may	present	you	with	different	templates	and	styles	to	choose	from.[9]	The	funeral	home	will	arrange	to	have	the	order	of	service	printed	and	ready	in	time	for	the	funeral.	2	Use	a	graphic	design	website	to	make	the	order	of	service.	Search	for	funeral	program	templates	on
Canva.com	or	a	similar	site.	Choose	a	template,	then	upload	a	photo	of	your	loved	one	and	replace	the	text	on	the	template	with	your	own	text,	such	as	a	schedule	of	events.	When	finished,	order	prints	of	your	design	to	be	shipped	directly	to	you	or	the	funeral	home.	Note	the	shipping	options	when	ordering	your	prints.	If	possible,	choose	a	fast
shipping	method	that	will	get	the	prints	delivered	to	you	prior	to	the	date	of	the	funeral.	The	exact	cost	of	your	prints	can	vary	depending	on	the	website,	template,	size	of	your	prints,	cardstock	they’re	printed	on,	shipping	method,	and	other	factors.	3	Design	and	print	the	order	of	service	yourself.	Use	software	like	Adobe	Illustrator	and	Photoshop	to
create	a	one-of-a-kind	design.	Search	online	for	inspiration,	then	create	the	order	of	service	using	your	own	images,	graphics,	and	custom	artwork.	Be	sure	to	include	an	image	of	the	deceased	on	the	front	cover.	Use	a	service	like	FedEx	Printing	to	print	enough	copies	for	the	funeral	guests.[10]	This	option	might	be	time-consuming.	For	a	quicker
solution,	opt	for	a	design	from	Canva	or	a	similar	platform.	Advertisement	1	Religious	Order	of	Service:	Welcome	&	Introduction……………………………Maria	SmithOpening	Prayers……………………………………Pastor	MillerReading	of	Revelation	21:1-7………………………Janice	EvansSinging	of	“The	Old	Rugged	Cross”………………Michael
EvansRemarks…………………………………………Friends	&	FamilyEulogy…………………………………………………Maria	SmithSinging	of	“Amazing	Grace”………………Michael	Evans	&	Choir	2	Secular	Order	of	Service:	Welcome	&	Introduction……………………………Thomas	DavisOpening	Remarks…………………………………Anne	MillerReading	of	“And	Still	I
Rise”………………………Emily	DavisSinging	of	“True	Love	Leaves	No	Traces”………Andrea	GonzaloTributes…………………………………………Friends	&	FamilyEulogy…………………………………………………Thomas	Evans	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	What	should	I	talk	about	when	asked	to	speak	at	a	funeral?	David	I.	Jacobson	Funeral	Home
Director	David	I.	Jacobson	is	the	founder	of	Chicago	Jewish	Funerals,	an	independent	Jewish	owned	funeral	provider	that	evolved	into	two	funeral	homes	in	the	Chicagoland	area.	With	over	30	years	of	experience	serving	families,	David	is	a	leading	expert	on	Kavod	Hamet,	the	Jewish	traditions	of	honoring	and	respecting	the	dead.	David	is	an	active
funeral	director	that	serves	people	planning	and	in	need	of	funerals,	lecturing	to	congregations,	community	groups,	and	schools	extensively	about	the	values	of	the	Jewish	funeral	as	well	as	the	dying	process	and	the	value	of	one’s	legacy.		Focus	on	honoring	the	person	who	passed	away	and	provide	comfort	to	their	loved	ones.	Acknowledge	the
significance	of	the	occasion	and	express	your	condolences	to	the	family	and	friends.	Share	who	you	are	and	your	relationship	with	the	deceased.	Talk	about	the	person’s	life	and	their	impact	on	yours.	Highlight	qualities	that	made	them	unique,	their	passions,	and	memorable	moments	you	shared	with	them.	Be	authentic—if	your	relationship	was
complicated,	acknowledge	it	gently	and	focus	on	the	positive	lessons	or	growth	that	came	from	it.	Mention	how	they	affected	your	life	and	others.	Did	they	inspire,	teach,	or	care	for	you	in	meaningful	ways?	Then	offer	some	words	of	comfort	and	gratitude.	Remind	everyone	of	the	lasting	legacy	this	person	is	leaving	behind	through	their	influence,
love,	and	memories.	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	↑	This	article	was	co-authored	by	David	I.	Jacobson	and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Johnathan	Fuentes.	David	I.	Jacobson	is	the	founder	of	Chicago	Jewish	Funerals,	an	independent	Jewish	owned	funeral	provider	that	evolved	into	two	funeral	homes	in	the	Chicagoland	area.	With	over	30	years	of
experience	serving	families,	David	is	a	leading	expert	on	Kavod	Hamet,	the	Jewish	traditions	of	honoring	and	respecting	the	dead.	David	is	an	active	funeral	director	that	serves	people	planning	and	in	need	of	funerals,	lecturing	to	congregations,	community	groups,	and	schools	extensively	about	the	values	of	the	Jewish	funeral	as	well	as	the	dying
process	and	the	value	of	one’s	legacy.		This	article	has	been	viewed	11,696	times.	Co-authors:	3	Updated:	January	4,	2025	Views:	11,696	Categories:	Funerals	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	11,696	times.	If	someone	you	love	passes	away	and	planning	the	funeral	falls	to	you,	you	might	feel
overwhelmed.	There	is	usually	a	short	timeframe	to	accomplish	the	planning,	and	there	is	much	to	consider.		You’re	thinking	about	venues	for	services,	planning	meals	with	family	and	friends,	and	comforting	emotionally	distraught	loved	ones.	You	may	also	have	guests	coming	from	out	of	town.	You	need	quick	answers	for	your	questions	about	what	to
include	in	the	funeral	service.		Let’s	look	at	an	order	of	service	template	for	a	funeral	and	the	purpose	behind	each	part.		Printing	a	Program	Printing	an	order	of	service	for	a	funeral	often	helps	with	the	flow	of	the	service.	Others	know	what	to	expect	and	appreciate	knowing	what	comes	next.	It	is	essential	for	the	participants	in	the	service	who	may
feel	nervous	and	uncomfortable	about	speaking	or	singing	parts.	You	don’t	want	anyone	to	feel	uneasy	because	they	are	unsure	when	to	stand	up	and	do	their	part.		Program	Live	Feed	Link	A	livestream	setup	with	a	link	given	out	to	family	who	cannot	attend	allows	loved	ones	to	view	the	service	from	anywhere	in	the	world.	Often	long	lost	relatives
and	childhood	friends	attend	funerals.	Your	family	around	the	world	want	to	see	the	friends	and	loved	ones	who	attend.	This	may	be	their	best	and	only	chance	to	see	everyone.	Funerals	are	once	in	a	lifetime	events	and	the	whole	family	dynamic	changes	with	the	loss	of	your	loved	one.	Order	of	Service	Consider	including	some	of	the	choices	below	in
a	traditional	funeral	service.	You	may	work	with	your	funeral	director	or	spiritual	leader	to	narrow	down	what	is	crucial	for	your	family,	religious,	or	cultural	traditions.	Keep	in	mind	that	any	of	these	items	for	an	order	of	service	may	or	may	not	fit	with	your	family’s	traditions.	In	that	case,	your	funeral	home	director	may	advise	an	appropriate
substitution	or	an	omission	of	that	part	entirely.		Processional	Generally,	a	funeral	begins	promptly	at	the	listed	time	by	an	usher	leading	in	the	family	and	close	friends	to	sit	in	a	reserved	section	of	the	venue.	The	spouse,	any	children,	or	parents	will	sit	in	the	front	row.		Prayer	Often,	a	funeral	will	start	with	a	prayer	or	scripture	reading	by	the
spiritual	leader	for	the	family.	In	many	families,	a	pastor,	priest,	or	another	spiritual	leader	for	the	family	may	pray.	If	there	is	no	religious	preference,	a	funeral	director	or	chaplain	may	lead	the	congregation	in	prayer,	or	you	may	skip	this	entirely.	Prayer	may	help	set	the	tone	for	the	funeral	by	acknowledging	the	deep	grief	and	emotionally	difficult
journey	that	loved	ones	now	face.	It	is	also	a	time	for	everyone	to	breathe	and	rest	before	God,	who	recognizes	their	pain	and	struggle.	Scripture	or	Guidance	Reading	Many	people	adhere	to	a	faith	in	God	or	a	philosophy	for	living.	At	this	point	in	the	service,	it	is	common	to	include	a	reading.	This	reading	could	be	a:	Passage	by	a	poet	Scripture	from
a	holy	text	Section	of	philosophy	Writing	by	the	deceased.		Usually,	this	reading	gives	a	sense	of	the	deceased’s	life’s	meaning	or	reason	for	living.		Musical	Selection	You	may	plan	a	musical	selection	next.	Often,	family	or	those	who	worked	with	or	socialized	with	the	deceased	may	feel	honored	to	perform	a	piece	for	the	funeral.	If	the	family	or
deceased	loved	music	and	had	a	favorite	song	or	style	of	music,	this	is	a	perfect	time	to	include	a	piece.	A	mother	and	grandmother	who	recently	passed	in	South	Carolina	grew	up	in	Alabama	singing	spiritual	songs	with	her	brothers,	sisters,	cousins,	and	extended	family.	She	asked	that	several	nieces	sing	songs	with	her	living	brothers	and	sisters	at
her	funeral.	They	began	the	song	portion	of	the	funeral	by	leading	a	congregational	song	from	her	Presbyterian	Christian	church’s	hymnal.	Someone	could	lead	a	song	here	for	all	to	sing	together	as	a	congregation.	You	could	also	choose	to	play	a	musical	selection	through	the	speaker	system.	Reading	of	Condolences	Often,	a	pastor	or	speaker	may
read	a	few	cards	or	condolences	written	to	the	family.	The	idea	is	to	remember	well	the	person	who	has	passed	on.	Condolences	give	a	sense	of	who	the	deceased	was.	The	thoughts	of	others	help	mourners	see	the	decedent	through	others’	eyes.		Remembering	the	good	times	together	may	help	everyone	to	feel	grateful	for	the	time	they	had	with	the
deceased,	however	short.		A	Song	You	may	wish	to	include	a	soloist	for	another	song	selection	at	this	point.	Music	soothes	the	soul	and	may	give	those	gathered	a	chance	to	reflect.	There	is	time	to	ponder	the	gift	of	life	and	mourn	the	loss	of	their	connection	with	the	deceased.		Remembering	Together	After	the	musical	selection,	some	guests	may	feel
ready	to	share	their	memories.	You	may	include	a	time	where	the	mic	is	open	for	guests	to	share	thoughts	about	the	deceased.	If	you	do	choose	to	open	the	mic,	you’ll	want	to	have	a	strong	leader	in	place	who	can	help	those	who	share	to	keep	the	comments	short.	You	may	want	to	include	a	note	in	your	order	of	service	that	states,	“keep	comments	to
2	minutes	please.”		Most	will	naturally	not	want	to	stay	in	front	of	the	mic	for	an	extended	time.	However,	occasionally,	someone	may	not	realize	they	are	speaking	too	long.	A	funeral	director	or	religious	leader	may	step	in	and	tactfully	help	move	the	service	along.		An	alternative	is	to	plan	who	will	speak	and	let	them	prepare	a	specific-length	eulogy
ahead	of	time.	Perhaps	have	each	child	of	the	deceased	speak	briefly	instead	of	an	open	mic	for	anyone	to	come	and	remember	aloud.		When	the	guest	eulogies	are	over,	the	pastor	or	officiant	will	again	take	the	mic	and	express	thoughts	that	sum	up	what	they’ve	heard	so	far.		Eulogy	and	Remarks	As	the	pastor	or	officiant	takes	the	mic,	this	is	an
excellent	place	to	ease	into	their	own	eulogy.	Generally,	the	speaker	chosen	will	weave	together	bits	and	pieces	of	stories	about	the	deceased’s	life	to	show	the	essence	of	who	this	person	was.		A	eulogy	is	a	time	to	remember	but	also	to	feel	inspired	by	the	deceased’s	life.	Perhaps	they	were	a	rock	to	those	around	them,	always	ready	to	listen	and	stay
calm	and	centered	when	others	were	falling	apart.	Or	maybe	they	were	fun	and	exciting	and	helped	others	to	see	the	joy	of	fully	living.	Perhaps	they	were	kind	and	loving,	always	ready	with	words	of	encouragement,	refusing	to	recognize	the	bad	in	others.	Whoever	they	were,	their	life	meant	something.	Now	is	the	time	to	reflect	upon	that.	A	Song	or
Slideshow	Again,	a	song	can	help	those	in	attendance	to	reflect	on	what	they’ve	heard	and	digest	what	they	are	feeling.	A	slideshow	or	video	montage	is	another	option	if	you	have	digital	arts	gurus	in	your	family.		Prayer	or	Reading	At	this	point,	another	reading	or	a	short	prayer	can	end	the	service.	Leave	the	attendees	with	one	last	thought	to	take
with	them.	Perhaps	a	reading	or	prayer	about	hope	for	the	future	or	about	creating	a	life	that	is	about	love	going	forward.	Recessional	At	the	end	of	the	prayer	or	reading,	the	speaker	will	ask	the	congregation	to	stand.	Often,	a	musical	selection	plays	on	the	speakers,	or	an	organist	may	play	a	song.	The	usher	leads	the	family	out	of	the	building	first.
If	a	casket	is	present,	the	pall	bearers	will	lead	the	way	out	down	the	aisle.	The	usher	will	then	show	the	family	out	behind	the	casket.	Others	will	slowly	follow.		Often	the	graveside	service	follows	immediately	after	a	funeral	service.	If	this	is	the	case,	you’ll	want	to	mention	that	in	the	order	of	service.		If	you’ve	chosen	not	to	have	a	graveside	service,
you	may	plan	a	reception	instead.	You’ll	want	to	mention	the	reception	in	your	order	of	service	if	you’ve	invited	everyone.	If	you’ve	planned	an	event	for	family	only,	you’ll	let	them	know	in	advance,	but	not	in	the	order	of	service.		Remembering	Well	A	funeral	is	more	than	just	a	time	to	grieve	a	loss.	It	may	also	be	an	uplifting	time	to	remember	the
decedent’s	love,	laughter,	best	traits,	and	good	character.	The	funeral	order	of	service	is	a	way	to	gain	closure.	Remembering	well	helps	us	feel	as	though	the	person’s	life	was	not	in	vain.	Our	relationship	with	them	was	meaningful,	and	our	time	with	them,	valuable.	We	Can	Help	At	Renaissance	Funeral	Home,	we	understand	you	want	to	plan	the
celebration	of	another’s	life	well.	Remembering	your	loved	one	together	is	a	precious	sacred	time.	The	service	you	plan	gives	hope	to	those	grieving	and	inspires	them	in	their	own	lives	going	forward.		If	you	need	help	making	your	plan	or	with	any	arrangements	for	a	loved	one’s	service,	contact	us	at	Renaissance.	We	work	with	families	to	create
memorable	occasions	together	so	that	you	can	fully	grieve	your	loss	and	find	inspiration	as	you	continue	living	your	lives.	Contact	us	and	find	out	how	we	can	help.	Creating	a	heartfelt	and	meaningful	funeral	order	of	service	can	be	a	comforting	and	cathartic	process.	It	allows	you	to	honor	the	life	of	your	loved	one	by	carefully	selecting	the	elements
that	best	represent	their	spirit	and	values.	If	you’re	searching	for	“order	of	service	funeral	examples,”	you’re	likely	looking	for	guidance	on	creating	a	meaningful	and	organized	ceremony	that	honors	your	loved	one’s	life.	You	may	be	wondering	what	elements	to	include,	how	to	balance	tradition	with	personalization,	and	how	to	ensure	that	the	service
reflects	your	loved	one’s	values	and	beliefs.	This	guide	is	designed	to	help	you	through	that	process,	with	clear	examples	and	templates	that	can	be	customized	to	meet	your	needs.	By	the	end,	you’ll	have	the	tools	for	a	memorable	funeral	order	of	service.	Let's	get	through	this	together.​What	Is	an	Order	of	Service	for	a	Funeral?An	order	of	service	is	a
program	or	outline	that	details	events	during	a	funeral	or	memorial	service,	such	as	the	processional,	prayers,	hymns,	readings,	eulogies,	and	the	recessional.	It	is	often	printed	and	distributed	to	guests	as	they	arrive	at	the	funeral,	like	a	guide,	providing	them	with	a	clear	understanding	of	how	the	service	will	proceed.	This	document	can	also	serve	as
a	keepsake	for	attendees,	allowing	them	to	reflect	on	the	service	and	the	memories	shared.	It	may	include	photos,	personal	messages,	and	even	favorite	quotes	or	scriptures	that	were	meaningful	to	the	person	you’re	celebrating.	This	is	why	a	well-structured	order	of	service	is	important	in	a	traditional	memorial:Provides	structure:	It	ensures	a	smooth
service	flow,	preventing	awkward	pauses	or	omissions.	In	many	cultures	and	religions,	some	specific	rites	and	sequences	must	be	followed	during	a	funeral,	and	the	order	of	service	helps	to	uphold	these	practices.	For	example,	in	a	Christian	funeral,	the	service	may	include	specific	hymns,	scripture	readings,	and	prayers	that	are	significant	to	the
faith.	Having	these	elements	clearly	outlined	helps	to	preserve	the	solemnity	and	sanctity	of	the	ceremony.​Informs	attendees:	Guests	are	made	aware	of	the	sequence	of	events,	allowing	them	to	follow	along	and	participate	meaningfully.	They	know	what	to	expect,	allowing	them	to	participate	fully	and	pay	their	respects	in	a	manner	that	aligns	with
the	wishes	of	the	family	and	the	traditions	of	the	faith	or	culture.​Honors	your	loved	one:	Honors	the	life	of	the	departed	by	highlighting	their	achievements,	values,	and	impact	on	others.	The	order	of	service	also	allows	for	the	inclusion	of	personal	touches,	such	as	special	readings	or	eulogies,	without	disrupting	the	overall	structure	of	the
service.​Creates	a	sense	of	closure:	Provides	a	sense	of	closure	and	comfort	for	grieving	families	and	friends.​How	To	Write	One	and	What	To	IncludeNo	two	services	are	alike,	and	there	is	no	right	or	wrong	way	to	structure	your	memorial	service.	Here	are	some	elements	of	traditional	services	that	you	may	want	to	consider	incorporating	to	help
structure	the	ceremony:Processional:	This	is	the	beginning	of	the	service	and	typically	involves	the	entrance	of	the	casket,	family,	and	officiants.	It	sets	the	tone	for	the	ceremony	and	is	often	accompanied	by	a	solemn	piece	of	music	or	a	hymn.​​Prayers	or	poems:	An	important	part	of	many	religious	services,	they	can	be	placed	at	the	beginning,	middle,
or	end	of	the	ceremony,	depending	on	the	traditions	and	the	family's	wishes.	Consider	including	your	loved	one’s	favorite	prayer	or	poem.​​Eulogies:	This	heartfelt	speech	honors	the	life	of	the	loved	one	that	you	are	saying	goodbye	to.	It	can	be	delivered	by	a	close	family	member,	friend,	or	the	officiant.	Eulogies	typically	include	stories,	memories,	and
reflections	on	their	life	and	character.	It	becomes	an	opportunity	for	personal	tributes	and	shared	memories.​​Readings:	Readings	can	include	religious	verses,	poems,	or	passages	from	literature	that	were	meaningful	to	your	loved	one	or	their	family.	These	readings	could	reflect	their	beliefs	and	values.	Common	readings	might	come	from	religious
texts,	such	as	the	Bible,	or	from	poets	like	Robert	Frost	or	Maya	Angelou.​​Hymns	or	secular	songs:	Hymns	are	often	chosen	for	religious	ceremonies,	while	secular	songs	might	be	selected	for	a	non-religious	service.	Choose	pieces	that	were	meaningful	to	them	or	that	resonate	with	the	themes	of	remembrance	and	peace.	It’s	important	to	ensure	that
the	music	selection	aligns	with	the	overall	tone	of	the	service.​Let’s	look	at	some	of	these	elements	in	detail.​The	role	of	musicMusic	is	an	important	part	of	a	funeral	service,	helping	to	express	emotions	that	words	alone	cannot.	For	religious	services,	traditional	hymns	like	"Amazing	Grace"	or	"The	Lord	is	My	Shepherd"	are	often	appropriate.	For
secular	services,	you	might	choose	songs	that	were	favorites	of	the	departed,	or	that	carry	a	message	of	comfort	and	remembrance,	such	as	"Somewhere	Over	the	Rainbow"	or	"What	a	Wonderful	World."​ReadingsReadings	provide	a	moment	of	reflection	and	can	bring	comfort	to	those	attending	the	service.	You	might	select	passages	from	the	Bible,
such	as	Psalm	23,	or	from	other	religious	texts	that	were	significant	to	them.	Poems	like	"Do	Not	Stand	at	My	Grave	and	Weep"	by	Mary	Elizabeth	Frye	or	"Remember	Me"	by	Christina	Rossetti	are	also	popular	choices.	Family	tributes	can	be	included	here	as	well,	allowing	loved	ones	to	share	personal	reflections,	stories,	or	quotes.​Eulogy:	Tips	for	a
meaningful	tributeWriting	a	eulogy	can	be	daunting,	but	focusing	on	the	following	tips	can	help:Be	personal:	Share	stories	and	memories	that	highlight	their	personality,	values,	and	achievements.​Keep	it	concise:	Aim	for	about	5	to	10	minutes	in	length.	This	allows	you	to	deliver	a	meaningful	tribute	without	overwhelming	yourself	or	the
audience.​Balance	emotions:	It’s	okay	to	mix	humor	with	solemnity,	as	long	as	it’s	done	respectfully.	Light-hearted	memories	can	offer	comfort	and	a	fuller	picture	of	the	person’s	life.​Practice:	Rehearse	the	eulogy	multiple	times	to	feel	more	comfortable	delivering	it.	Consider	bringing	a	printed	copy	to	the	podium	to	refer	to	if	needed.​Suggestions	for
including	personal	touchesAdding	personal	touches	to	the	order	of	service	can	make	the	ceremony	more	meaningful	and	reflective	of	your	loved	one's	life.	Here	are	some	ideas:Photos:	Include	a	collage	of	photos	in	the	printed	program	or	as	part	of	a	slideshow	during	the	service.​Quotes	or	sayings:	Incorporate	favorite	quotes,	sayings,	or	even	jokes
that	they	were	known	for.​Mementos:	Display	personal	items	such	as	awards,	hobbies,	or	memorabilia	at	the	service.​Unique	rituals:	Consider	including	rituals	that	were	important	to	the	person,	such	as	lighting	candles,	planting	a	tree,	or	a	moment	of	silence.​5	Order	of	Service	Funeral	ExamplesExample	1:	Church	service	with	readings,	hymns,	and	a
eulogyA	traditional	church	service	is	one	of	the	most	common	types	of	funeral	services,	often	held	in	a	religious	setting	such	as	a	chapel	or	church.	This	service	typically	follows	a	structured	format,	honoring	your	loved	one	while	adhering	to	the	rituals	and	traditions	of	the	faith.An	example	to	follow:Processional:	The	service	begins	with	a	processional
where	the	casket	is	brought	into	the	church,	often	accompanied	by	a	hymn	or	instrumental	music.	Family	members	and	close	friends	follow	the	casket	into	the	church.​Welcome	and	opening	prayer:	The	officiant,	typically	a	pastor	or	priest,	greets	the	congregation	and	offers	an	opening	prayer.	This	sets	the	spiritual	tone	for	the	service.​​Scripture
readings:	Selected	passages	from	the	Bible	are	read,	often	including	comforting	verses	such	as	Psalm	23	("The	Lord	is	my	shepherd...")	or	John	14:1-3	("Let	not	your	heart	be	troubled...").​​Hymns:	Hymns	are	sung	by	the	congregation.	Traditional	hymns	such	as	"Amazing	Grace,"	"How	Great	Thou	Art,"	or	"The	Old	Rugged	Cross"	are	commonly	chosen
for	their	comforting	and	uplifting	messages.​​Eulogy:	A	family	member	or	close	friend	delivers	a	eulogy,	sharing	memories,	stories,	and	reflections	on	the	life	of	the	departed.	This	is	a	moment	to	celebrate	the	person’s	life	and	legacy,	offering	both	solace	and	inspiration	to	those	in	attendance.​​Additional	readings	or	reflections:	These	may	be	included	at
this	point.	This	can	also	be	a	time	for	more	personal	tributes	from	family	and	friends.​​Pastoral	message:	The	officiant	delivers	a	short	sermon	or	message,	offering	words	of	comfort	and	hope	based	on	religious	teachings.	This	part	often	focuses	on	the	spiritual	significance	of	death	and	the	afterlife.​​Closing	prayer:	The	service	concludes	with	a	final
prayer,	asking	for	peace	and	strength	for	the	family	and	friends	of	the	deceased.​​Recessional:	The	casket	is	carried	out	of	the	church,	followed	by	the	family	and	congregation.	A	closing	hymn	or	instrumental	piece	is	typically	played	during	the	recessional.​Example	2:	Memorial	service	with	secular	readings	and	family	tributesThis	type	of	service	is	ideal
for	families	who	wish	to	focus	on	personal	memories,	meaningful	reflections,	and	the	impact	the	person	had	on	those	around	them	without	a	specific	religious	framework.An	order	of	service	example:Welcome	and	opening	remarks:	The	service	begins	with	a	welcome	by	the	officiant	or	a	family	member,	who	sets	the	tone	for	the	ceremony	and
expresses	gratitude	for	the	presence	of	friends	and	family.​Music:	A	meaningful	song	or	instrumental	piece	is	played	to	set	a	reflective	mood.	This	could	be	their	favorite	song	or	something	that	resonates	with	the	themes	of	remembrance	and	love.​​Secular	readings:	Selected	readings	are	shared.	These	might	include	favorite	poems,	excerpts	from
literature,	or	quotes	that	reflect	the	deceased’s	personality,	values,	or	life	philosophy.	Examples	include	"Do	Not	Stand	at	My	Grave	and	Weep"	by	Mary	Elizabeth	Frye	or	a	passage	from	a	favorite	book.​​Family	tributes:	Family	members	are	invited	to	share	personal	stories,	memories,	or	reflections.	This	is	a	time	for	emotional	and	heartfelt	tributes
that	celebrate	the	life	and	legacy	of	the	deceased.	Each	tribute	can	be	brief,	allowing	multiple	people	to	participate.​​Montage:	A	video	montage	of	photos	and	home	videos,	accompanied	by	a	favorite	song	or	a	playlist	of	their	favorite	music,	can	be	played.	This	visual	tribute	offers	a	touching	way	to	reflect	on	the	life	of	the	loved	one	through	images	and
music	that	were	meaningful	to	them.​​Additional	readings	or	personal	messages:	This	is	another	opportunity	for	those	who	were	particularly	close	to	the	departed	to	share	their	thoughts	and	memories.​​Moment	of	silence:	The	service	may	include	a	moment	of	silence,	allowing	everyone	present	to	reflect	on	their	own	memories	and	feelings.	This	can	be	a
powerful	way	to	connect	everyone	in	shared	remembrance.​​Closing	remarks:	The	officiant	or	a	family	member	provides	closing	remarks,	summarizing	the	themes	of	the	service	and	offering	words	of	comfort	and	thanks.	This	can	include	an	invitation	to	continue	sharing	memories	at	a	reception	or	gathering	afterward.​​Final	song	or	music:	The	service
concludes	with	a	final	piece	of	music,	which	can	be	another	of	their	favorite	songs	or	something	that	leaves	the	attendees	with	a	sense	of	peace	and	closure.​Example	3:	Military	funeral	with	honors	and	personalized	tributesA	military	funeral	is	a	solemn	and	dignified	ceremony	that	honors	the	service	and	sacrifice	of	a	veteran	or	active-duty	military
member.	It	typically	includes	specific	military	traditions,	such	as	the	presentation	of	the	flag,	a	rifle	salute,	and	the	playing	of	"Taps,"	along	with	personalized	tributes	from	family	and	friends.An	order	of	service	example:Processional:	The	service	begins	with	a	processional	led	by	military	personnel.	The	casket	is	draped	with	the	American	flag	and	is
brought	into	the	venue,	followed	by	family	members.	It	may	be	accompanied	by	a	military	band	playing	a	hymn	or	an	instrumental	version	of	a	patriotic	song.​​Invocation	or	opening	prayer:	A	chaplain	or	officiant	offers	an	opening	prayer	or	invocation,	asking	for	comfort	and	peace	for	the	grieving	family	and	friends.	This	prayer	may	also	express
gratitude	for	their	service	and	sacrifice.​​Military	honors:	A	folded	American	flag	is	presented	to	the	next	of	kin	as	a	symbol	of	gratitude	from	the	nation	for	their	service.	A	rifle	squad	fires	a	three-volley	salute,	a	traditional	military	honor	that	signifies	respect	for	the	fallen.	A	bugler	plays	"Taps,"	a	haunting	and	solemn	melody	that	is	traditionally	played
at	military	funerals.​​Eulogy:	A	family	member,	friend,	or	fellow	service	member	delivers	a	eulogy	that	reflects	on	the	life	and	character	of	the	loved	one,	highlighting	their	military	service,	accomplishments,	and	personal	qualities.	The	eulogy	may	include	stories	from	their	time	in	the	service	and	reflections	on	their	dedication	and	bravery.​​Readings:
Selected	readings	may	include	patriotic	or	religious	texts,	poems,	or	quotes	that	honor	the	service	and	sacrifice	of	the	deceased.	These	readings	can	be	delivered	by	family	members,	friends,	or	fellow	veterans.	Popular	choices	might	include	passages	from	the	Bible,	such	as	John	15:13	("Greater	love	has	no	one	than	this,	that	someone	lay	down	his	life
for	his	friends"),	or	poems	like	"The	Soldier"	by	Rupert	Brooke.​​Personalized	tributes:	Family	and	friends	are	invited	to	share	personal	tributes,	stories,	and	memories.	These	tributes	allow	for	a	more	intimate	and	personal	reflection	on	the	deceased’s	life	outside	of	their	military	service,	celebrating	their	roles	as	a	spouse,	parent,	or	friend.​​Closing
remarks:	The	officiant	or	chaplain	provides	closing	remarks,	offering	words	of	comfort	and	summarizing	the	service.	The	remarks	may	include	a	final	prayer	or	blessing	for	the	deceased	and	their	family.​Recessional:	The	service	concludes	with	a	recessional,	during	which	the	casket	is	escorted	out	of	the	venue	by	military	personnel.	It	may	be
accompanied	by	a	military	band	or	recorded	music,	such	as	"The	Star-Spangled	Banner"	or	another	patriotic	song.​​Graveside	service	(optional):	If	the	service	includes	a	burial,	a	graveside	service	may	follow.	This	part	of	the	ceremony	often	includes	additional	military	honors,	such	as	the	lowering	of	the	casket	and	the	final	salute.​Example	4:	Green
funeral	with	eco-friendly	practicesA	green	funeral	is	an	environmentally	conscious	approach	that	focuses	on	reducing	the	environmental	impact	of	traditional	funeral	practices.	This	type	of	service	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	among	those	who	are	committed	to	sustainability	and	wish	to	leave	a	minimal	ecological	footprint.	Green	funerals	often
avoid	embalming,	use	biodegradable	materials,	and	may	include	natural	burial	practices.​An	order	of	service	example:Processional:	The	service	begins	with	a	simple	processional,	where	the	body	or	ashes	are	brought	to	the	service	site,	often	in	a	biodegradable	casket	or	urn.	It	may	take	place	in	a	natural	setting,	such	as	a	woodland	or	meadow,	and
can	be	accompanied	by	acoustic	music	or	the	natural	sounds	of	the	environment.​	Welcome	and	opening	remarks:	The	officiant,	family	member,	or	friend	opens	the	service	with	welcome	and	brief	remarks	about	the	significance	of	the	green	funeral.	This	may	include	a	reflection	on	the	person's	commitment	to	environmental	stewardship	and	their
desire	for	a	sustainable	farewell.	​Eco-friendly	readings:	Readings	may	focus	on	themes	of	nature,	sustainability,	and	the	cycle	of	life.	Selections	might	include	poetry,	literature,	or	quotes	that	emphasize	the	connection	between	humans	and	the	natural	world.	Poems	like	"When	I	Am	Among	the	Trees"	by	Mary	Oliver	or	excerpts	from	environmental
writers	such	as	Rachel	Carson	might	be	included.	​Personal	tributes:	Family	members	and	friends	are	invited	to	share	stories	and	memories,	focusing	on	the	loved	ones'	love	for	nature	and	commitment	to	protecting	the	environment.	These	personal	tributes	can	highlight	how	their	values	influenced	the	lives	of	those	around	them.	​Music:	Music
selections	for	a	green	funeral	often	include	acoustic	performances,	folk	songs,	or	other	music	that	reflects	their	connection	to	nature.	Live	performances	using	natural	instruments	or	recordings	of	favorite	songs	with	environmental	themes	can	be	particularly	meaningful.	​Green	burial	or	ash	scattering	ceremony:	If	the	service	includes	a	burial,	it
typically	takes	place	in	a	green	burial	ground	where	the	body	is	interred	without	a	vault	and	in	a	biodegradable	casket	or	shroud.	Alternatively,	if	the	service	involves	cremation,	there	may	be	a	ceremony	for	scattering	the	ashes	in	a	meaningful	natural	location,	such	as	a	forest,	garden,	or	ocean.	This	part	of	the	service	may	include	a	moment	of
silence	or	a	communal	activity	like	planting	a	tree	or	scattering	wildflower	seeds.	​Closing	remarks:	The	officiant	concludes	the	service	with	closing	remarks,	offering	final	words	of	comfort	and	a	reminder	of	the	deceased’s	enduring	legacy	through	the	natural	world.	The	closing	might	include	a	final	blessing	or	wish	for	peace	and	renewal.	​Recessional:
The	service	ends	with	a	recessional,	where	attendees	may	be	invited	to	participate	in	a	communal	eco-friendly	activity,	such	as	placing	flowers	or	leaves	on	the	grave,	or	simply	reflecting	in	silence	as	they	leave	the	service	area.​Example	5:	Simple	cremation	memorial	with	a	short	service	and	close	familyThis	is	a	more	intimate	and	modest	type	of
service,	focusing	on	a	short,	heartfelt	ceremony	attended	by	close	family	members.	It	is	ideal	for	those	who	prefer	a	minimalistic,	private	gathering.​An	order	of	service	example:Welcome	and	opening	remarks:	The	service	begins	with	a	brief	welcome	by	a	family	member	or	officiant,	acknowledging	the	close-knit	group	of	attendees	and	setting	a	tone	of
reflection	and	remembrance.	​Music:	A	single	piece	of	music	is	played,	often	a	favorite	song	of	the	person	or	something	that	holds	special	meaning	for	the	family.	This	could	be	an	acoustic	or	instrumental	piece	that	provides	a	serene	and	reflective	atmosphere.	​Reading	or	poem:	A	short	reading	or	poem	is	shared,	chosen	for	its	relevance	to	their	life	or
the	sentiments	of	the	family.	This	could	be	a	passage	from	a	favorite	book,	a	meaningful	poem,	or	a	simple	verse	that	brings	comfort.	​Eulogy:	A	family	member	or	close	friend	delivers	a	brief	eulogy,	sharing	personal	memories	and	reflections	on	the	life	lived.	Given	the	intimate	nature	of	the	gathering,	other	family	members	may	also	offer	short,
impromptu	tributes,	sharing	stories	or	expressing	their	feelings.	​Moment	of	silence:	A	moment	of	silence	is	observed,	allowing	everyone	present	to	reflect	privately	on	their	memories	and	say	their	personal	goodbyes.	​Closing	remarks:	The	officiant	or	a	family	member	gives	closing	remarks,	thanking	those	in	attendance	and	offering	final	words	of
comfort.	This	may	include	a	short	prayer	or	blessing,	depending	on	the	family’s	wishes.	​Ash	scattering	or	placement	of	the	urn	(optional):	The	service	may	conclude	with	a	simple	ash	scattering	ceremony	or	the	placement	of	the	urn	in	a	chosen	location,	such	as	a	family	plot,	garden,	or	other	meaningful	site.	Family	members	may	participate	by	taking
turns	scattering	the	ashes	or	placing	the	urn,	adding	a	personal	touch	to	the	farewell.	​Final	music	or	reflection:	The	service	closes	with	a	final	piece	of	music	or	a	moment	of	quiet	reflection.	This	could	be	another	favorite	song	or	a	peaceful	instrumental	that	helps	bring	the	service	to	a	gentle	conclusion.​5	Funeral	Order	of	Service	TemplatesThese	are
some	Canva	templates	for	creating	an	order	of	service	for	a	funeral,	each	suited	for	different	types	of	ceremonies.1.	Simple	and	traditional	template	for	church	or	chapel	servicePink	Lines	Funeral	ProgramThis	template	is	ideal	for	traditional	church	or	chapel	services.	It	features	a	clean,	elegant	design	with	a	classic	black	and	white	color	scheme,
making	it	suitable	for	a	formal,	religious	setting.	The	layout	includes	space	for	hymns,	readings,	and	a	eulogy,	with	a	schedule	that	guides	attendees	through	the	service.​2.	Memorial	service	template	for	secular	or	non-religious	servicesWhite	Minimalist	Obituary	Order	of	Service	and	Funeral	InvitationThis	template	is	designed	for	secular	or	non-
religious	memorial	services.	It	features	a	modern,	floral	design	that	brings	a	sense	of	warmth	and	elegance.	The	template	includes	sections	for	personal	tributes,	favorite	quotes,	and	a	detailed	order	of	service,	making	it	a	good	fit	for	a	personalized,	non-traditional	ceremony.​Example	3:	Military	funeral	with	honors	and	personalized	tributesBrown
Vintage	Funeral	Service	ProgramThis	program	can	be	customized	to	fit	personalized	tributes,	speeches,	honors,	and	a	memorial	video	for	someone	who	served	in	the	military	and	armed	forces.	The	colors	and	elements	are	easily	exchangeable	for	ones	to	suit	your	loved	one’s	life	and	legacy.​​Example	4:	A	simple	order	of	service	for	funeralGold	Black
and	Brown	Obituary	ProgramThis	program	has	all	the	essential	elements	for	a	funeral	service	that	can	include	a	cremation.	It’s	primarily	focused	on	text	and	clean	elements	that	draw	attention	to	the	key	events,	and	the	colors	can	easily	be	tailored	to	suit	your	preferences.​Example	5:	Simple	cremation	memorial	with	a	short	service	and	close
familyPastel	White	Minimal	Funeral	Service	ProgramThis	neat	and	simple	funeral	order	of	service	example	is	ideal	for	a	short	service	that	doesn’t	have	too	many	components.	You	can	focus	on	keeping	the	program	straightforward	and	simplified	to	honor	your	loved	one’s	life.​Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	long	should	the	funeral	order	of	service	be?
The	length	of	a	funeral	service	will	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	ceremony	and	the	preferences	of	the	family.	Generally,	a	traditional	funeral	service	lasts	between	30	minutes	to	an	hour.	Religious	services	might	be	longer,	especially	if	they	include	additional	rituals	or	sacraments.	Memorial	services	and	secular	ceremonies	can	be	shorter	or	longer,
depending	on	the	number	of	speakers,	readings,	and	music	selections.	The	key	is	to	balance	honoring	your	loved	one	with	the	attention	span	and	comfort	of	the	attendees.​Do	you	need	to	follow	a	strict	order	for	religious	services?Religious	services	often	have	a	traditional	order	that	is	followed	to	maintain	the	sanctity	and	structure	of	the	ceremony.
For	example,	Christian	funerals	typically	include	an	opening	prayer,	hymns,	scripture	readings,	a	sermon,	and	a	eulogy	in	a	specific	order.	However,	many	officiants	are	open	to	some	degree	of	personalization,	such	as	adding	specific	readings	or	music	that	is	meaningful	to	the	person.	It’s	best	to	discuss	any	desired	changes	with	the	officiant	to	ensure
that	they	align	with	religious	practices.​What	should	you	leave	out	of	a	service	program?When	creating	a	service	program,	it’s	important	to	focus	on	elements	that	contribute	to	the	solemnity	and	respect	of	the	occasion.While	personal	tributes	are	essential,	avoid	including	content	that	might	be	too	controversial	or	that	could	overshadow	the	memorial
nature	of	the	service.	Instead	of	a	detailed	biography,	focus	on	key	highlights	of	their	life	that	celebrate	their	character	and	achievements.	​Let	Meadow	Help	You	Create	the	Perfect	MemorialWe	hope	these	order	of	service	funeral	examples	are	helpful	to	you	during	this	time.	At	Meadow,	we	understand	that	planning	a	funeral	is	a	deeply	personal	and
often	challenging	process.We	are	here	to	help	you	create	a	memorial	that	truly	honors	your	loved	one,	whether	you	choose	to	hold	a	service	immediately	following	cremation	or	prefer	to	wait	for	a	time	that	allows	extended	family	and	friends	to	gather.​Personalized	service	planningOur	team	specializes	in	personalized	services	that	reflect	the	unique
life	and	legacy	of	your	loved	one.	Whether	you	envision	a	traditional	service	or	something	more	modern	and	unconventional,	we	offer	a	range	of	options	to	suit	your	needs.From	selecting	the	perfect	venue	to	incorporating	meaningful	rituals	and	music,	we	work	closely	with	you	to	ensure	every	detail	aligns	with	your	vision.​Flexible	timing	and
coordinationCremation	allows	for	greater	flexibility	in	planning	a	memorial	service.	You	might	choose	to	hold	a	small,	private	gathering	immediately	after	the	cremation,	followed	by	a	larger	celebration	of	life	at	a	later	date	when	more	family	members	and	friends	can	attend.Meadow	can	assist	in	coordinating	these	events,	ensuring	that	the	timing,
logistics,	and	personal	touches	come	together	seamlessly.​Comprehensive	supportOur	dedicated	planners	handle	all	aspects	of	the	service,	from	managing	venue	logistics	and	coordinating	with	vendors	to	arranging	transportation	and	accommodation	for	out-of-town	guests.We	understand	the	importance	of	every	detail,	and	our	goal	is	to	reduce	the
burden	on	you,	so	you	can	focus	on	being	with	your	family	and	friends	during	this	time.​Transparent	pricing	and	customizable	packagesWe	offer	clear,	upfront	pricing	with	no	hidden	fees,	allowing	you	to	select	the	services	that	best	fit	your	budget	and	needs.	Whether	you	prefer	a	simple,	dignified	cremation	or	a	fully	customized	memorial	event,
Meadow	provides	options	that	honor	your	loved	one	in	the	most	meaningful	way.Let	us	help	you	create	a	beautiful	and	lasting	tribute	that	truly	reflects	the	spirit	of	your	loved	one.	We’re	with	you	every	step	of	the	way,	offering	compassionate	support	and	expert	guidance	to	ensure	a	memorial	that	brings	peace	and	comfort	to	all	who	attend.	Explore
our	personalized	memorial	services.	If	you’re	reading	this,	you	might	be	in	the	midst	of	grief…or	supporting	someone	who	is.	Whether	you’ve	lost	someone	recently,	are	being	a	good	friend,	or	you’re	planning	ahead,	it	can	feel	overwhelming	trying	to	figure	out	where	to	begin.	At	Aura,	we	understand	how	difficult	these	moments	can	be.	Planning	a
funeral	isn’t	just	about	logistics	—	it’s	about	honouring	a	life	and	creating	space	for	connection,	comfort,	and	remembrance.	That’s	where	the	funeral	order	of	service	becomes	so	important.	It’s	more	than	just	a	schedule…	it’s	a	reflection	of	the	person	you’re	remembering,	their	values,	their	story,	and	the	memories	they	leave	behind.	In	this	guide,
we’ll	share	order	of	service	examples	to	help	you	create	something	both	meaningful	and	practical,	from	traditional	funerals	to	more	personal	celebration	of	life	events,	including	simple	cremations.	Key	takeaways:	An	order	of	service	acts	as	a	programme	for	a	funeral	or	memorial,	outlining	the	ceremony’s	schedule	and	key	elements.	It	provides
structure	and	clarity	for	attendees,	while	also	serving	as	a	personal	keepsake.	Orders	of	service	can	be	tailored	to	be	traditional,	religious,	non-religious,	or	specific	to	a	cremation	or	memorial	service.	Personalisation	is	important,	allowing	families	to	reflect	the	individual’s	personality,	values,	and	wishes	through	music,	readings,	and	tributes.	Families
can	choose	to	create	the	order	of	service	themselves,	or	seek	assistance	from	a	celebrant,	officiant,	or	designer.	The	order	of	service	is	a	printed	or	digital	programme	that	guides	attendees	through	the	funeral.	It	typically	outlines	each	stage	of	the	ceremony,	including	readings,	music,	and	who	is	speaking	when.	Though	it’s	an	optional	element,	many
families	find	it	brings	clarity	and	comfort,	offering	a	gentle	guide	through	the	emotions	of	the	day,	and	helping	people	understand	what	happens	at	a	funeral,	especially	if	they’ve	never	attended	one	before.	It	also	serves	as	a	keepsake	to	take	home	and	cherish.	For	those	wondering,	‘how	much	does	a	funeral	cost?‘,	it’s	worth	knowing	that	while	an
order	of	service	can	add	to	the	expense,	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	elaborate	to	be	meaningful—and	some	choose	to	create	their	own	to	keep	costs	low.	Why	it	matters	Structure:	It	gives	everyone	clarity	on	what	happens	at	a	funeral,	offering	comfort	through	a	familiar	flow.	Personalisation:	It	reflects	the	personality,	values,	and	wishes	of	the	person	who
has	died,	from	their	favourite	song	to	a	beloved	quote.	Keepsake:	Many	families	keep	it	as	a	lasting	reminder,	often	with	a	photo,	poem,	or	message	from	loved	ones.	Whether	it’s	for	a	traditional	church	funeral,	a	memorial	service,	or	a	direct	cremation	followed	by	a	private	gathering,	the	order	of	service	helps	people	come	together	to	share	in
memory	and	mourning	and	to	celebrate	a	life.	Who	creates	the	order	of	service?	In	most	cases,	the	person	arranging	the	funeral	or	memorial	takes	the	lead	on	putting	the	order	of	service	together.	This	is	often	a	close	family	member,	friend,	or	executor.	But	you	don’t	have	to	figure	it	all	out	on	your	own.	This	part	of	planning	can	be	emotional,	and
there’s	nothing	wrong	with	asking	for	help.	If	you’re	working	with	an	officiant	or	celebrant,	they’ll	often	assist	with	the	layout,	wording,	and	printing,	or	connect	you	with	someone	who	can.	You	might	also	find	it	helpful	to	involve	other	family	members…	for	example,	one	person	choosing	the	music,	another	writing	a	short	biography,	and	someone	else
proofreading	or	designing	the	layout.	Traditional	funeral	order	of	service	example	A	traditional	order	of	service	is	usually	more	formal	and	may	follow	religious	or	cultural	customs.	Here’s	a	typical	layout:	Entrance	music:	Often	a	piece	of	classical	funeral	music	or	a	popular	funeral	hymn.	Welcome	address:	Usually	delivered	by	a	religious	leader	or
funeral	celebrant.	Opening	prayer	or	reflection	Hymn	or	song	Reading:	This	could	be	a	scripture	passage,	funeral	poem	or	personal	writing.	Eulogy:	The	eulogy	is	normally	delivered	by	a	family	member	or	friend.	Second	hymn	or	music	Prayers	or	blessings	Committal:	Particularly	during	burials	or	cremations.	Closing	words	Exit	music	Faith	and
tradition	Religious	funerals	often	follow	a	well-established	structure	shaped	by	centuries	of	custom.	These	ceremonies	can	offer	a	sense	of	familiarity	and	spiritual	grounding,	which	can	be	comforting	and	grounding	for	families.	For	example,	Christian	services	usually	include	hymns,	scripture	readings,	and	prayers	—	often	drawn	from	a	church’s
funeral	liturgy.	Catholic	funerals	may	also	include	a	Mass.	In	Jewish	tradition,	funerals	are	typically	held	quickly	after	death,	with	readings	from	the	Psalms	and	the	Mourner’s	Kaddish.	Islamic	funerals	are	often	simple,	solemn	occasions,	with	specific	rites	such	as	ritual	washing	of	the	body,	collective	prayers	(Janazah),	and	a	swift	burial.	Each	faith
has	its	own	language	of	mourning	and	remembrance,	and	the	order	of	service	plays	a	key	role	in	guiding	attendees	through	that	journey.	Because	these	traditions	are	very	meaningful	and	sometimes	nuanced,	it’s	wise	to	work	closely	with	a	faith	leader	or	an	experienced	funeral	director.	They	can	help	you	honour	beliefs	respectfully,	and	ensure
everything	is	carried	out	with	care	and	cultural	sensitivity.	Non-religious	funeral	order	of	service	example	Secular	or	humanist	ceremonies	offer	a	great	deal	of	flexibility,	allowing	families	to	design	a	tribute	without	the	use	of	religious	content.	These	often	focus	on	memories,	music	and	storytelling.	Here’s	an	example:	Arrival	music:	Modern	funeral
songs	work	well	in	non-religious	funerals,	as	can	fun	or	uplifting	funeral	songs.	Welcome	and	introduction:	Led	by	a	celebrant	or	friend	who	can	conduct	a	funeral.	Poetry	or	quotes	–	Thoughtful,	personal	readings	or	non-religious	funeral	poems	Life	story	or	tribute:	A	narrative	of	the	person’s	life	story.	Personal	speeches:	Friends	and	family	sharing
heartfelt	memories.	Music	interlude	Moment	of	silence	Thank	you	and	closing	thoughts	Exit	music	These	ceremonies	often	feel	more	like	a	celebration	of	life,	blending	grief	with	gratitude	and	shared	memories.	Cremation	funeral	order	of	service	A	cremation		service	may	take	place	at	a	crematorium,	a	place	of	worship,	or	even	a	family	home.	It	can
be	religious,	completely	secular	or	somewhere	in	the	middle,	and	many	families	use	this	time	to	reflect	quietly,	share	music,	and	say	goodbye	in	their	own	way.	Whether	it’s	a	small,	intimate	funeral	at	the	crematorium	or	a	later	memorial,	having	something	to	guide	people	through	the	music,	readings,	and	moments	of	reflection	can	bring	comfort	and
structure.	It	reassures	everyone	that	this	is	still	a	space	to	grieve,	to	remember,	and	to	celebrate,	no	matter	the	setting.	Structure	might	include:	Arrival	music	Welcome	or	opening	words	A	reading,	prayer	or	poem	Tribute	or	eulogy	Time	for	quiet	reflection,	hymns	or	music	Committal	–	when	the	curtain	closes	or	the	coffin	is	gently	removed	Closing
words	Exit	music	Memorial	service	order	of	service	Memorial	services	offer	a	greater	amount	of	freedom	from	traditional	structure.	They	generally	happen	after	cremation	or	burial,	and	can	be	held	anywhere:	from	a	garden	to	a	hall,	to	a	beach	or	a	pub.	For	these	more	relaxed	or	informal	memorials,	you	might	not	need	a	full	order	of	service	at	all.
But	a	simple	guide	or	welcome	note	can	still	be	helpful.		It	might	list	who’s	speaking	(if	anyone),	where	guests	can	find	refreshments,	a	quiet	space	for	reflection,	or	areas	where	memories	or	messages	can	be	shared.	Even	a	small	card	or	sign	with	a	few	gentle	prompts	can	offer	just	enough	structure	while	keeping	the	atmosphere	casual,	personal	and
easy-going.	However,	if	you	do	wish	to	include	this	element,	the	structure	could	look	something	like	this:	Opening	music	Welcome	message	Video	or	photo	slideshow	Speeches	or	shared	stories:	This	could	be	carefully	planned	out,	or	fairly	relaxed	depending	on	how	tightly	you’d	like	to	stick	to	a	structure.	Symbolic	gestures:	e.g.	lighting	candles,
planting	a	tree	Music	or	live	performance–	some	even	opt	for	group	activities	such	as	karaoke	Closing	words	or	a	toast	Farewell	song	These	end-of-life	celebrations	can	be	filled	with	warmth,	humour,	and	meaningful	personal	touches.		Wording	for	a	funeral	order	of	service	Clarity	and	warmth	are	key	when	writing	an	order	of	service.	Keep	it	simple,
sincere,	and	consider	the	emotional	state	of	attendees.	The	wording	you	choose	will	often	reflect	the	tone	of	the	funeral	—	a	formal	religious	service	may	call	for	more	traditional	language,	while	a	relaxed	celebration	of	life	might	suit	something	conversational	or	even	gently	humorous.	Here’s	some	suggestions	on	how	you	can	approach	wording	each
section:	Sample	wording	Introduction:	“We	are	gathered	here	to	remember	and	celebrate	the	life	of	[Name].	Your	presence	brings	comfort,	and	your	memories	keep	their	spirit	alive.”	Eulogy	introduction:	“Now,	[Name]’s	[son/friend]	will	share	a	few	words	about	their	life	and	legacy.”	Moment	of	reflection:	“Please	join	us	in	a	quiet	moment	to
remember	[Name]	in	your	own	way.”	Closing	words:	“As	we	say	goodbye,	may	we	carry	forward	[Name]’s	love,	laughter	and	legacy.”	Using	this	kind	of	language	helps	attendees	feel	more	at	ease,	especially	those	unfamiliar	with	what	happens	at	a	funeral.	What	to	include	beyond	the	schedule	While	the	order	of	service	mainly	outlines	the	flow	of	the
funeral	or	memorial,	it	can	also	be	a	place	for	heartfelt	extras.	Adding	personal	touches	like	a	short	life	story,	a	favourite	quote,	or	a	meaningful	lyric	can	help	those	attending	feel	more	connected	to	the	person	they’re	remembering.	Other	optional	additions	include	a	message	of	thanks	from	the	family,	donation	details	for	a	chosen	charity,	or	even
instructions	for	what’s	happening	after	the	service		like	a	wake	or	informal	gathering.	Some	families	include	photo	collages	or	tributes	written	by	grandchildren.	These	details	may	be	small,	but	they	can	leave	a	lasting	impression	and	offer	comfort	long	after	the	day	is	over.	The	order	of	service	can	be	created	in	whatever	style	or	paper	feels	most	true
to	the	person	you’re	remembering…whether	simple,	elegant,	or	full	of	character.	Once	you’ve	decided	what	to	include	in	the	order	of	service,	the	next	step	is	putting	it	together	in	a	format	that	feels	respectful,	clear,	and	accessible.	Whether	it’s	printed	professionally	or	created	at	home,	the	design	doesn’t	need	to	be	complicated,		just	thoughtful.



Many	families	choose	a	favourite	photograph	for	the	cover,	along	with	the	person’s	full	name,	date	of	birth	and	death,	and	perhaps	a	short	phrase	like	In	Loving	Memory	or	A	Celebration	of	Life.	Inside,	the	structure	should	be	easy	to	follow.	Use	simple	fonts	and	avoid	overcrowding	the	pages.	A	2–4	page	folded	leaflet	is	often	enough	for	most	services,
depending	on	how	many	readings	or	songs	are	included.	You	might	also	want	to	include	a	brief	biography	or	some	words	of	thanks	from	the	family.	For	printing,	you	can	either	ask	your	officiant	or	celebrant	for	help,	if	using	one,	use	a	local	printer,	or	create	a	digital	version	to	share	online.	Details	and	design	choices	When	it	comes	to	the	physical
details,	there	are	a	few	extra	design	choices	that	can	make	a	big	difference,	both	practically	and	emotionally.	Think	about	the	texture	and	finish	of	the	paper.	Do	you	want	something	smooth	and	glossy,	or	would	a	more	natural,	textured	paper	feel	more	fitting?	Some	families	choose	recycled	paper	or	minimalist	digital	formats	for	eco-conscious
reasons–a	great	option	if	sustainability	mattered	to	the	person	being	remembered.	Before	printing	the	full	batch,	you	can	ask	for	a	proof	copy	to	check	layout,	clarity	and	colours.	This	can	help	avoid	last-minute	surprises	and	gives	you	a	chance	to	test	for	accessibility,	too.	If	any	guests	are	partially	sighted	or	elderly,	you	may	choose	to	opt	for	larger
print	sizes,	clear	fonts,	and	good	contrast	between	text	and	background.	Little	details	like	these	can	help	everyone	feel	included	and	supported	and	they	show	care	in	the	quietest	of	ways.	How	Aura	can	help	with	simple	cremations	and	funeral	planning	Aura	offers	top-rated	direct	cremation	services	—	simple,	no-fuss	funerals	for	people	who	prefer	to
keep	things	straightforward.	Without	the	complexities	of	traditional	funerals,	families	have	the	space	to	say	goodbye	in	their	own	way.	With	both	attended	and	unattended	options	available,	direct	cremation	offers	flexibility	to	suit	different	needs.	Some	families	choose	a	quiet,	unattended	direct	cremation,		no	formal	service,	just	dignified	care	and
return	of	the	ashes.	Others	may	prefer	to	be	present	for	a	simple	goodbye	at	the	crematorium.	Either	choice	gives	you	space	to	plan	a	personal	celebration	of	life	later	on	—	one	that	feels	right,	without	the	strain	of	time	or	tradition.	It’s	a	thoughtful,	low-cost	alternative	that	still	honours	the	person	with	care,	compassion,	and	respect.	Aura	also	offers
prepaid	funeral	plans,	and	support	with	every	step	of	funeral	planning,	including	our	funeral	arrangements	checklist	to	help	families	stay	organised.		Aura	is	here	to	help	Whether	you’re	planning	a	traditional	funeral,	organising	a	memorial,	or	choosing	a	more	modern	direct	cremation,	what	matters	is	honouring	the	person	in	a	way	that	feels	right.
And	if	you’re	unsure	where	to	begin,	you’re	not	alone.	Aura	is	here	to	guide	you	gently,	helping	turn	a	time	of	loss	into	a	chance	to	reflect,	remember	and	celebrate.	If	you’re	in	need	of	support,	our	team	of	experienced	arrangers,	known	as	Aura	Angels,	are	just	a	call	away.	If	you’re	looking	to	arrange	a	funeral	or	would	like	a	loved	one	brought	into
our	care,	our	phone	lines	are	open	24	hours	a	day,	seven	days	a	week.	If	you’re	looking	to	make	plans	for	the	future,	our	dedicated	planning	team	is	available	Monday–Friday,	9.00–5.00pm.	Do	I	need	to	make	an	order	of	service?	Not	necessarily.	It’s	an	optional	element,	but	many	families	find	it	helpful	for	guiding	the	day	and	giving	guests	something
to	hold	onto	and	reflect	on	later.	Can	I	make	it	myself?	Yes.	Many	people	use	simple	templates	or	word	processing	tools	to	create	a	beautiful	and	personal	programme.	You	can	also	ask	your	officiant,	celebrant	or	a	designer	for	help	if	you	prefer	something	professional.	What	if	no	one	wants	to	speak?	That’s	completely	fine.	A	celebrant,	religious	leader
or	close	friend	can	read	prepared	words	on	your	behalf.	The	service	can	also	be	shaped	with	readings,	music,	and	moments	of	silence	instead	of	spoken	tributes.	How	long	should	the	service	be?	Most	funeral	or	memorial	services	last	between	30–60	minutes,	but	there’s	no	fixed	rule.	It	depends	on	what	you	want	to	include	and	the	tone	of	the
gathering.	Is	it	okay	to	include	humour?	Absolutely.	A	bit	of	lightness	can	offer	relief	and	reflect	the	personality	of	the	person	being	remembered.	However,	you	may	wish	to	be	mindful	to	keep	the	tone	gentle	and	respectful.


