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Parallelism is a cornerstone of effective writing that ensures clarity and harmony in our sentences. Its the practice of using similar patterns of words to show that ideas have the same level of importance. Often, we find it instinctively pleasing because it creates a rhythm in writing that mirrors patterns found in nature, like the symmetry of a butterflys
wings or the repetitive waves on a beach.Understanding ParallelismParallelism Definition (Parallel Structure)In English grammar, parallelism, also known as parallel structure or parallel construction.It means that coordinate parts of a sentence, such as items in a series or list, have the same grammatical form. Items in a series must be all nouns, all
verbs, or all participles, and so on.Types of Parallel StructureThere are several types of parallel structures that we often employ in writing:Words and Phrases: A simple list or a series, such as We came, we saw, we conquered.Clauses: Connecting clauses with coordinating conjunctions, like She is talented and she is humble.Comparisons: Using than
or as, for example, She sings as loudly as she speaks.Correlative Conjunctions: These are used in pairs, like not only but also, either or, and neither nor.Why to Use Parallel Structure?1. Its easier for readers to read and process than those that do not.Examples:I love playing games, cooking and listening to the music.Without parallel structure:I love
playing games, I also love cooking and I love listening to the music, too. (?!)2. It helps writers avoid grammatically incorrect sentences.She can play the piano and singing at the same time.In this sentence, we can separate into two sides of sentence:She can play the piano.She can singing. (this one is incorrect)3. It makes your writing effective, classy,
and certain to impress anyone who reads your stuff.Rules & Parallelism Examplesl. Use parallel structure with elements in lists or in a series. (nouns go with nouns, verbs go with verbs, etc.)Incorrect: Tonight, I will do my homework and watching TV.Correct: Tonight, I will do my homework and watch TV.2. Use parallel structure with elements joined
by coordinating conjunctions.Incorrect: Your company and what its partner is are excellent.Correct: Your company and its partner are excellent.3. Use parallel structure with elements joined by a correlative conjunction.Incorrect: She not only is a novelist but also a poet.Correct: She isnot onlya novelist but also a poet.Correct: She not only is a
novelist but also is a poet.4. Use parallel structure with elements being compared. (A is more than / better than B)Incorrect: I love singing more than to draw.Correct: I love singing more than drawing.5. Use parallel structure with elements joined by a linking verb or a verb of being.Incorrect: To love is losing control.Correct: To love is to lose
control.Common Uses of ParallelismIn our writing, we employ parallelism to enhance clarity, rhythm, and flow. Its a powerful tool that can make our ideas more impactful and memorable. Heres how we use it across different formats:Rhetorical DevicesWe often use parallelism as a rhetorical device to persuade or influence our audience. An example
of this is in speeches and essays, where we construct sentences to echo a particular structure for emphasis. For instance:Anaphora: Repetition of a word at the beginning of successive clauses.Example: We have fought for freedom. We have fought for justice. We have fought for peace.Writing Proseln prose, parallelism helps us create sentences that
are cohesive and easy to follow. We apply parallel structures when listing items or actions to maintain a consistent pattern, which aids understanding. Bullet points are an effective way to display parallelism in prose:Incorrect: I enjoy reading, to play soccer, and cooking.Correct: I enjoy reading, playing soccer, and cooking.Poetry and LyricsIn poetry
and songwriting, parallelism contributes to the rhythm and musicality of the verse. Its a stylistic element we use to evoke emotions and create patterns that resonate with the reader or listener. Heres a simple use of parallelism in poetry:Under the stars,under the moon,We danced to the tune,of our hearts in bloom. parallelism is a powerful tool that
can transform ordinary sentences into rhythmic, memorable prose. By aligning grammatical structures, words, or phrases, writers create clarity, emphasis, and a sense of harmony that keeps readers engaged.1. Introduction to ParallelismDefinition: The use of similar grammatical structures, words, or phrases within a sentence or paragraph to create
rhythm and clarity.Purpose: Enhances readability, emphasizes comparison, and strengthens the overall message.2. Types of Parallel StructuresParallel Clauses: Two or more clauses that share the same grammatical form (e.g., verb tense, subjectverb agreement).Example: She likes swimming, running, and hiking.Parallel Phrases: Subordinate phrases
within a sentence that mirror each other in structure and function.Example: He is quick, clever, and efficient.Consistent Sentence Lengths: Maintaining similar lengths or patterns across sentences to create a cohesive flow.Example: The city is bustling, the countryside is tranquil, and the suburbs are quiet.repetition of Key Words/Ideas: Using the
same words or concepts at strategic points to reinforce themes.Example: We need coffee, tea, water, and juice.Rule: All verbs should be in the same tense (present, past, future) and mood (indicative, imperative).Example: She likes swimming, running, and hiking.Rule: Subjects and verbs must agree in number and person.Example: The team will win,
the coach will lead, and the players will practice.Rule: Adjectives or adverbs should follow a consistent order (e.g., adjective before noun).Example: He is quick, clever, and efficient.Rule: Each prepositional phrase should start with the same preposition.Example: She went to the park, to the library, and to the museum.Determine what you want to
compare or emphasize. Choose a central theme that will guide the structure.4.2. Draft Multiple VersionsWrite several sentences with different structures. Compare them to find the most balanced and clear version.4.3. Use Parallelism for EmphasisHighlight contrasts or similarities by aligning elements.Example: The city is bustling, the countryside is
tranquil, and the suburbs are quiet.4.4. Avoid OveruseExcessive parallelism can become repetitive and dull. Balance with varied sentence structures to maintain interest.5. Common Pitfalls and How to Correct ThemProblem: She likes swimming, runs, and hiking.Correction: Align all verbs in the same tense (runs running).Problem: The team will win,
the coach will lead, and players will practice.Correction: Ensure subjects match verb forms (players the players).Problem: She likes swimming, running, and hiking for fun.Correction: Remove or adjust the extra phrase to maintain parallel length.Problem: He went to the park, to the library, and at the museum.Correction: Use the same preposition
(to).Use parallel structures to compare two or more items directly.Example: The book is longer than the article, but shorter than the essay.6.2. Enumerative ListsCreate lists that are visually and linguistically balanced.Example: We need coffee, tea, water, and juice.6.3. Narrative FlowMaintain a rhythmic narrative by aligning key events or
actions.Example: She arrived early, studied diligently, and finished on time.7. Style Considerationsparallelism can be adapted to suit the tone of the writing (formal academic, casual blog). Adjust word choice and sentence length accordingly.7.2. Punctuation UseCommas, semicolons, or conjunctions help separate parallel elements clearly.Example:
She likes swimming, running, and hiking; she also enjoys biking.8. Summary Checklist for Writing with ParallelismIdentify the central themeChoose a consistent grammatical structureAlign verbs, subjects, adjectives, prepositionsMaintain equal phrase lengthsAvoid excessive repetitionCheck for tense and agreement consistencyUse punctuation to
clarify separationBy mastering parallelism, you can craft sentences that resonate with readers, convey your message with precision, and elevate the quality of your writing. Whether youre drafting a persuasive essay, composing a blog post, or preparing a formal report, these guidelines will help you harness the rhythm and clarity that parallelism
offers. What is parallelism? Heres a quick and simple definition: Parallelism is a figure of speech in which two or more elements of a sentence (or series of sentences) have the same grammatical structure. These "parallel" elements can be used to intensify the rhythm of language, or to draw a comparison, emphasize, or elaborate on an idea. The
following well-known adage is an example of parallelism: "Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed him for a lifetime." The grammatical structures of the first and second sentences parallel each other. Some additional key details about parallelism: Parallelism can be as simple as choosing grammatically similar
elements when writing a list, as in "First do X, second do Y, third do Z." In some cases, parallelism involves the exact repetition of words, but all that is required to fit the definition of parallelism is the repetition of grammatical elements. Parallelism is a prominent feature of Hebrew and Middle Eastern poetry, and it appears frequently in both the Old
and New Testaments of the Bible. How to Pronounce Parallelism Here's how to pronounce parallelism: par-uh-lel-iz-em Parallelism in Grammar vs. in Rhetoric and Literature The term "parallelism" is used to describe both a figure of speech and a principle in grammar, although its use in each context is slightly different. Parallelism in Grammar In
grammar, parallelism is the principle that using similar grammatical elements in certain contextswhen making a list, for exampleleads to sentences that flow in a more natural way. In the following sets of sentences, the first version is parallel while the second is not. Note how the examples without parallelism are awkward and a little confusing. In
this first set of sentences, the first sentence contains a list of three parallel nouns, while the second combines two nouns with a verb. Parallelism: Their son loved playing chess, video games, and soccer. No parallelism: Their son loved chess, video games, and to play soccer. In the second set of sentences, the first contains parallel adjectives, while the
second combines two adjectives with a verb. Parallelism (adjectives): The Bach Sonata was beautiful, moving, and inspiring. No parallelism: The Bach Sonata was beautiful, moving, and it inspired. Parallelism in Rhetoric and Literature In contrast to the strictly grammatical view of parallelism, in rhetoric and literature parallelism can do much more
than just create a pleasing and grammatical sentence structure. Writers use parallel grammatical elements within one sentence or, more broadly, between and among different sentences in a paragraph, for effect: to emphasize ideas or themes, suggest connections, or highlight contrasts, all while adding rhythm to the structure of their expression.
Parallelism and Related Figures of Speech While parallelism is itself a figure of speech, it can also be seen as a kind of "umbrella" category of a number of different figures of speech. Put another way: there are a number of figures of speech that make use of parallelism in specific ways. It's useful to know what these other terms mean, since technically
speaking they are specific types of parallelism. Parallelism and Antithesis One literary device that often makes use of parallelism is antithesis. In antitheses, two elements of a sentence are placed in contrast to one another. This opposition is clearest when a writer puts the ideas in parallel positions. Neil Armstrong used antithesis with parallelism
when he first stepped onto the surface of the moon in 1969, using the parallel structure of the two halves of his sentence to highlight the contrast between his "small step" and the "giant leap" that this step represented in the history of humanity. That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind. Parallelism and Anaphora Another specific
type of parallelism is anaphora. This figure of speech involves the repetition of at least one word at the beginning of successive clauses or phrases. In one of Winston Churchill's most famous speeches during World War II, he makes stirring use of anaphora: ....We shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing
confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender... Note that there are also other uses of parallelism in this excerpt of Churchill's speech
that do not fall into the category of anaphora. The different locations that Churchill names ("on the beaches...on the landing grounds...in the fields and in the streets...in the hills") create parallelism through their grammatical similarity. Parallelism and Asyndeton In asyndeton, a conjunction (such as "and") is omitted between parts of a sentence to
create a certain rhythm. Often, this is made possible by parallelism, which helps the reader to interpret the sentence's meaning even when it is not (technically) grammatically correct. In Julius Caesar's famous boast to the Senate after his victory at the Battle of Zela, he makes use of asyndeton because he omits the word "and" before the final clause.
Veni, vidi, vici: I came, I saw, I conquered. Technically this omission of "and" makes the sentence an example of "comma splicing," which is a grammatical no-no, but the parallelism allows the meaning to come through and creates a pleasing rhythm. Parallelism and Epistrophe Epistrophe is the opposite of anaphora. Instead of repeated word(s) at the
beginning of successive phrases, epistrophe involves repeating words at the end of successive phrases. Abraham Lincoln employed epistrophe when he declared in his Gettysburg Address that the Union was fighting to defend a government "of the people, by the people, for the people." Again, this is an example of parallelism as well as epistrophe,
since epistrophe is just a specific type of parallelism. Parallelism Examples Parallelism Examples in Literature Parallelism occurs frequently in poetry and prose, from ancient Hebrew poetry to contemporary fiction. Parallelism in Psalms of the Old Testament Parallelism is found throughout both the Old and New Testaments of the Christian Bible. In
this pair of verses from Psalm 24, there are two examples of what biblical scholars call synonymous parallelism, meaning that the idea of the first clause is repeated and rephrased with a parallel grammatical structure in the second clause to emphasize or amplify the point. The earth is the LORD's and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Parallelism in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar In Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, Mark Antony is given the opportunity to speak at the funeral of his recently assassinated friend, Caesar. He uses this chance to incite a riot in the hopes of winning back control of the Senate from the
conspirators who assassinated Caesar in the first place. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. The evil that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred with their bones... The first use of parallelism in Antony's speech comes in the list of nouns with which he calls the crowd to attention,
naming their reasons to be loyal listeners as friends and patriotic citizens. Antony then uses parallelism again (with antithesis) to state his intended purpose by contrasting the verbs "to bury" and "to praise." The third instance of parallelism is also an example of antithesis. Parallelism in Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms In this passage from A
Farewell to Arms, Hemingway uses repetition and parallelism to create a rhythm that gives his simple style a precise and powerful effect. This repetition continues the matter-of-fact tone in which the narrator is describing the events of the war. This particular parallelism could also be called an example of epistrophe because its repetition occurs at
the end of successive clauses. Up the river the mountains had not been taken; none of the mountains beyond the river had been taken. That was all left for next year. Parallelism in Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's "Paul Revere's Ride" In this famous poem, Longfellow chronicles the ride of Paul Revere on his way to warn colonists of the attacking
British soldiers. The first two instances of parallelism are simple repetitions of grammatical elementsfirst the repetition of a verb phrase, and then a series of adjectives. The third instance is also an example of antithesis (as well as anaphora, with the repetition of "now"). This third parallelism also sets the scene with the striking imagery of the horse's
hooves. He has left the village and mounted the steep And beneath him, tranquil and broad and deep, Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides; And under the alders, that skirt its edge, Now soft on the sand, now loud on the ledge, Is heard the tramp of his steed as he rides. Parallelism in Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake In this short excerpt from Jhumpa
Lahiri's The Namesake, there are several examples of parallelism used to create rhythm within a sentence while elaborating on an idea. Here you can see how even without using the more elaborate versions of parallelism (anaphora, antithesis, asyndeton, etc.), the simple choice to use elements that are grammatically parallel within a sentence helps
these sentences to flow effectively. Without a single grandparent or parent or uncle or aunt at her side, the baby's birth, like most everything else in America, feels somehow haphazard, only half true. As she strokes and suckles and studies her son, she can't help but pity him. She has never known of a person entering the world so alone, so deprived.
Parallelism Examples in Rhetoric Parallelism can add pleasing rhythm to speech that makes it seem more eloquent, can help to highlight or emphasize ideas, and through its use of repetition can make a speech more persuasive. No wonder politicians and other speech-makers use it all the time. Parallelism in President John F. Kennedy's Inaugural
Address In his first speech to the American public as President, JFK explicitly sent a message to the nations of the world that the United States would undergo any difficulty to defend liberty around the world. In just this one sentence, he uses parallelism in a few places, two of which could also be classified as antitheses. Let every nation know,
whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty. Parallelism in President George W. Bush's Address to the Nation on Terrorism (September 20th, 2001). In this speech, delivered just over a week after the attacks of
September 11th, President Bush declared a "war on terror." There are three instances of parallelism in just these two sentences, with the first also being an example of anaphora, since it involves a repetition of words at the beginning of a phrase. The second and third uses of parallelism are lists whose parallel structures create rhythm and establishes
a link between the many different responses to the terrorist attack. We have seen the state of our Union in the endurance of rescuers, working past exhaustion. We've seen the unfurling of flags, the lighting of candles, the giving of blood, the saying of prayersin English, Hebrew, and Arabic. Parallelism Examples in Song Parallelism is a common
feature of many song traditions. Songwriters use parallelism to create rhythm and link ideas together. Parallelism in "The House of the Rising Sun" In this traditional folk song from the American South, made famous by The Animals, parallelism paints a picture of the singer's background, while contrasting his mother's honest profession (tailor) with
his father's dishonest one (gamblin' man): My mother was a tailor She sewed my new blue jeans My father was a gamblin' man Down in New Orleans. Parallelism in "Days Like This" by Van Morrison In this song, Van Morrison uses several forms of parallelism, including both anaphora and epistrophewhich, when used together, create symploce. This
example makes the rhythmic potential of parallelism clear, and shows its usefulness in song-writing. When it's not always raining there'll be days like this When there's no one complaining there'll be days like this When everything falls into place like the flick of a switch Well mama told me there'll be days like this. Why Do Writers Use Parallelism?
Parallelism is an important tool at any writer's disposal, and can be used for a variety of purposes: To emphasize the relationship between two or more sentences in a paragraph, or two or more ideas within a single sentence. To compare or contrast two different things or ideas. To create a stronger sense of rhythm in a text. To drive home a point
through repetition. To elaborate on an idea. Notice how even the bulleted list above is an example of parallelism. It's easy to read in part because the grammatical structure of each line is identical, beginning with an infinitive ("to" + verb). Parallelism is everywhere because it's one of the rules of grammar that makes ideas (both simple and complex)
easier to understand. Other Helpful Parallelism Resources Sound bites from history: This website collects audio samples from speeches in American history, so that you can hear parallelism in action. University Webpage: This professor's page includes some helpful breakdowns of sentence structure and grammatically correct examples of parallelism.
The Wikipedia Entry on Parallelism: A useful rundown of parallelism with relevant examples from throughout world history. Parallelism definition: Parallelism is a grammatical term for arranging words of identical or equivalent syntactical constructions in corresponding clauses, phrases, lists, etc.What is Parallelism?What does parallelism mean?
Parallelism is a grammatical term for arranging words with syntactically accurate structure. In other words, parallelism refers to making sentences have the same, or parallel, structure.Parallelism is essential to proper writing (and speaking, for that matter).Examples of Parallelism: Here is an example with incorrect parallel structure:I like to fish,
swimming, and to hike.In this example, the list series does not use parallel structure. The terms are not parallel. There are two infinitives (to fish, to hike) and one gerund (swimming). This sentence is grammatically incorrect.Here is an example of parallelism with the correct parallel structure:I like fishing, swimming, and hiking.In this example, the
list uses a parallel structure. The terms are parallelall three are gerunds. This sentence is grammatically correct.The Function of ParallelismWhat is the purpose of parallelism? Parallel structure is paramount in good writing. Without it, writing is awkward. Parallel structure improves coherence and consistency. Allow the following parallelism
examples to illustrate.Poor Structure:To build a tree house, my dad purchased some nails, lots of wood, and rebar.Parallel Structure:To build a tree house, my dad purchased nails, wood, and rebar.The difference between the two sentences exists in the adjectives. Is the first sentence able to be understood? Yes. Does the second sentence have better
coherence and consistency? Yes.If a writer uses adjectives in a list to describe a noun, he should use an adjective to describe every noun in the list. Or, like the second example, remove the adjectives altogether.Parallelism in Grammatical StructuresAs we said above, parallelism is essential for clear, concise writing. This applies across a number of
different grammatical units like lists, phrases, clauses, etc.Here is a list of different parallel example structures.Parallel Structure in ListsWhen creating lists, the items in the list should be parallel. For example, in your list you might have noun, noun, and noun or adjective, adjective, and adjective.The fruit salad has pears, peaches, and cherries.The
movie was thrilling, exciting, and suspenseful.Here are a few examples of incorrect and corrected parallel structures.Incorrect: I attended a conference, weddings, and a bar mitzvah last summer.Correct: I attended a conference, three weddings, and a bar mitzvah last summer.Incorrect: I taught my dog to speak, sitting, and rolling.Correct: I taught
my dog to speak, to sit, and to roll.Also correct: I taught my dog to speak, sit, and roll.Incorrect: The vessel also has a 1,380-seat theater that will show the Broadway musical Grease, comedy club, jazz club, casino, aquatheater and karaoke bar. USA TodayCorrect: The vessel also has a 1,380-seat theater that will show the Broadway musical Grease.
The theater also acts as a comedy club, jazz club, casino, aquatheater, and karaoke bar.Parallel Structure in Phrases and ClausesPhrases and clauses need to be parallel. Parallel Examples with Phrases:Incorrect: Please place the leftover chicken on the counter or you can put it in the refrigerator.Correct: Please place the leftover chicken on the
counter or in the refrigerator.Parallel Examples with Clauses:Incorrect: My parents did not approve of my actions or what I said.Correct: My parents did not approve of what I did nor what I said.Parallel Structure in Ideas and ConceptsWhen constructing sentences, it is important to use similar ideas and concepts. This helps to improve coherence and
consistency.Incorrect: In my closet I have pants, dresses, and sporting equipment.Correct: In my closet I have pants, dresses, and shoes.Incorrect: My classmates are jovial, welcoming, and annoying.Correct: My classmates are jovial, welcoming, and likeable.Incorrect: He is tall, dark, and hungry.Correct: He is tall, dark, and handsome.What is
Parallelism in Literature?Examples of parallelism in literature: One of the most detailed examples of parallel structure in literature exists in the opening paragraph of Charles Dickens A Tale of Two Cities.These lines model antithesis but in order to do so must also use accurate parallelism.It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the
age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way in
short, the period was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.Beautifully, Dickens models appropriate parallel syntax. Perhaps that is one reason why these opening lines are so well knowntheir parallel nature makes them easier to
recall.Looking closely, you can see that each antithetical clause has the same number of terms and is the same subject matter.Dickens utilizes parallel structure here to further his texts argument regarding the two cities that exist together but completely separate.Summary: Parallelism Literary DefinitionDefine parallelism in literature: The definition
of parallelism in literature is the use of identical or equivalent syntactic constructions in corresponding clauses and phrases.Parallel structure is essential to accurate grammatical structure, as it improves coherence and consistency. All good writers understand the importance of parallelism and are mindful of it when constructing their
sentences.Parallel Structure Example: Incorrect: My roommates enjoy playing basketball, baseball, and cooking.Correct: My roommates enjoy playing basketball, playing baseball, and cooking.Correct: My roommates enjoy cooking, playing basketball, and playing baseball. What is parallel structure? The first example is incongruent list. It makes it
sound as if my roommates enjoy playing basketball, playing baseball, and playing cooking, which doesnt make any sense.The second and third examples make the list parallel. Parallelism involves using similar structures in two or more phrases, clauses, or sentences, like in the phrase To err is human; to forgive, divine. This technique enhances
rhythm and balance within the text, making it more engaging and memorable for the reader. Parallelism is common in both everyday speech and works of literature.Parallelism exampleMany common sayings contain parallelism, such as:Work hard, play hardEasy come, easy goNo pain, no gainWhat you see is what you getOne mans trash is another
mans treasure What is parallelism?Parallelism is a stylistic and rhetorical device that refers to the use of similar grammatical structures within sentences or phrases to create balance and enhance clarity. Depending on the context, it has slightly different meaning:In grammar, parallelism (also called parallel structure or parallel construction) is the
matching of the forms of words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence.In rhetoric and literature, parallelism is often used as a rhetorical technique to amplify ideas through repetition of structure.NoteGrammatical and rhetorical parallelism can overlap. For example, in the phrase To err is human; to forgive, divine, both parts use similar structures
with the infinitive phrases to err and to forgive. At the same time, the parallelism serves a rhetorical purpose, emphasizing the contrast between human imperfection and divine virtue.Parallelism in grammarParallelism in grammar is important especially in items that appear in a series or list, for example I came, I saw, I conquered. Lack of parallelism
is not always grammatically incorrect. However, without parallelism, sentences can feel awkward or confusing. When elements in a sentence should be parallel but are not, it is called faulty parallelism.Parallelism examples in grammarWords, phrases, and clauses in a series should be parallel in grammatical construction.The ideal applicant for this
position is someone who can work well independently, showing initiative, and to collaborate effectively with others.The ideal applicant for this position is someone who can work well independently, show initiative, and collaborate effectively with others.Words, phrases, and clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet)
need to have parallel grammatical construction.I like jogging and to hike.I like jogging and hiking.Words, phrases, and clauses joined by a correlative conjunction (not only but also, both and, either or, neither nor) need to have parallel grammatical construction.We can either walk or getting an Uber.We can either walk or get an Uber.Words, phrases,
and clauses joined by a comparative expression (as much as, more than, less than) need to have parallel grammatical construction.She enjoys going out as much as she enjoys to stay in with a good book.She enjoys going out as much as she enjoys staying in with a good book.Parallelism in rhetoric and literatureRhetorical parallelism goes beyond
using similar grammar; it creates a smooth flow that captures peoples attention and drives the point home.This technique also lends a certain pleasing rhythm to a sentence or paragraph, giving it a poetic quality.Parallelism is commonly found in the literature of the ancient Middle East, like the Bible and the Quran, as well as in proverbs and political
speeches.Parallelism example in rhetoricWriters purposely repeat a certain sentence structure or pattern to make their message more impactful and memorable. This famous quote by Winston Churchill is such an example:The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of blessings. The inherent virtue of socialism is the equal sharing of
miseries. House of Commons speech, 22 October 1945Types of parallelismOne way to categorize different types of parallelism is to look at the different levels which parallelism works on:Syntactic level, which involves grammatical structuresSemantic level, which involves conceptual relationshipsPhonological level, which involves sound-based
repetitionsSyntactic parallelismSyntactic parallelism involves repeating the same grammar pattern in different parts of a sentence or across sentences. It is like creating a linguistic rhythm that makes your words flow smoothly and sound pleasing to the ear.Syntactic parallelism exampleOn vacation, our family went fishing, swimming, and horseback
riding.Semantic parallelismSemantic parallelism is about creating meaningful connections by using words that are very similar (synonymous parallelism), opposite (antithetical parallelism), or that expand upon an idea to add depth (synthetic parallelism). It helps you emphasize ideas by showing how they relate, contrast, or build upon each
other.Semantic parallelism examplesSynonymous parallelism: but they flattered him with their mouths; they lied to him with their tongues (Psalms 78:36). Here, both verbs describe insincere speech.Antithetical parallelism: A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son brings grief to his mother (Proverbs 10:1). The contrast between wise and
foolish is used to convey a moral lesson.Synthetic parallelism: He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not witherwhatever they do prospers (Psalms 1:3). The second part elaborates on the metaphor introduced in the first part, explaining the outcomes for the person described as a
tree.Phonological parallelismPhonological parallelism is about creating sound-based repetitions and patterns in language, including alliteration (repeating the first sounds of words), assonance (repeating similar vowel sounds), and rhyme (matching end sounds of words).Phonological parallelism exampleBaa baa black sheep, have you any wool?Yes sir,
Yes sir, three bags full!One for the master, one for the dame,And one for the little boy who lives down the lane.This nursery rhyme exhibits phonological parallelism as it includes:Alliteration: black and baa have similar initial consonant sounds, bags and boy also share the b sound, and little and lives both start with the 1 soundRhyme: wool and full
rhyme, and dame and lane rhymeAssonance: repeated a in baa baa blackParallelism examplesWilliam Shakespeares play Richard II chronicles the protagonists journey from a powerful king to a deposed ruler. In the following lines, Shakespeare masterfully employs parallelism to convey the protagonists psychological transformation and loss of royal
identity.Each line follows an identical grammatical structure: My [noun] for a [alternative noun], creating a rhythmic cadence. Additionally, the pairs of opposites, such as jewels/beads, and gorgeous palace/hermitage highlight the contrast between royal magnificence and a simple way of life.Parallelism example in Shakespeares Richard IIIll give my
jewels for a set of beads,My gorgeous palace for a hermitage,My gay apparel for an almsmans gown,My figured goblets for a dish of wood,My sceptre for a palmers walking staff, My subjects for a pair of carved saintsAnd my large kingdom for a little grave,A little little grave, an obscure grave;In the following passage from The Old Man and the Sea,
Hemingway employs parallelism as a minimalist narrative strategy that defines his style. The consistent verb structures, such as woke, looked, unrolled, create a rhythmic, matter-of-fact narrative progression reflecting the protagonists austere existenceParallelism example in Ernest Hemingways The Old Man and The SeaHe simply woke, looked out
the open door at the moon and unrolled his trousers and put them on. He urinated outside the shack and then went up the road to wake the boy. He was shivering with the morning cold.Politicians often employ parallelism in their speeches to make them more memorable and reinforce certain themes. This excerpt from John F. Kennedys Address to the
Irish Parliament, uses semantic parallelism when contrasting the ideas of youngest of nations and oldest of civilizations. It also demonstrates syntactic parallelism, particularly in the final sentence: Each clause begins with you have followed by an action verb and a complement, creating a balanced and rhythmic structure.Parallelism example in John
F. Kennedys Address before the Irish ParliamentThe Ireland of 1963, one of the youngest of nations and the oldest of civilizations, has discovered that the achievement of nationhood is not an end but a beginning. In the years since independence, you have undergone a new and peaceful revolution, an economic and industrial revolution, transforming
the face of this land while still holding to the old spiritual and cultural values. You have modernized your economy, harnessed your rivers, diversified your industry, liberalized your trade, electrified your farms, accelerated your rate of growth, and improved the living standard of your people. Several literary devices employ parallel structure but they
typically focus on different stylistic effects. However, there are instances where these devices overlap with parallelism, as a sentence or phrase may exhibit qualities of more than one device.Antithesis: A contrast of ideas expressed through parallel structure. While antithesis uses parallelism to emphasize opposing ideas (e.g., One small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind), its primary purpose is to highlight contrasts.Anaphora: The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses for emphasis. (e.g., We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds )Epistrophe: The repetition of the same word or words at the end of successive phrases, clauses or
sentences (e.g., What lies behind us, and what lies before us, are tiny matters compared to what lies within us). Unlike parallelism, which emphasizes balanced structure, epistrophe emphasizes the repeated ending.Asyndeton: The deliberate omission or absence of coordinating conjunctions, such as like and, but, and or from a series of clauses or
sentences (e.g., She sang, she danced, she laughed, she lived). While asyndeton may create parallel structure, its primary purpose is to create a sense of speed or intensity through the absence of conjunctions. Frequently asked questions about parallelism What is the difference between parallelism and repetition? The main difference between
parallelism and repetition is their focus and purpose.Parallelism uses similar grammatical structures in phrases or clauses to create balance and clarity, making sentences easier to read. For example, He likes swimming, hiking, and camping illustrates parallelism.Repetition is a broader term that includes figures of speech like anaphora and
alliteration, emphasizing content and emotional impact. By repeating sounds, words, or phrases, it can highlight a point or create rhythm.While all parallelism involves repetition, not all repetition follows a balanced structure. However, they can overlap, as seen in Martin Luther King Jr.s I Have a Dream speech, where the repeated phrase I have a
dream provides both rhythmic emphasis and structural balance. What is an example of parallelism? An example of parallelism is the phrase Easy come, easy go. Like many common sayings, its purpose is to be memorable, and this is achieved through parallel structure: both easy come and easy go follow the same structure of an adverb (easy)
modifying a verb (come and go). This creates a symmetry which reinforces the idea of equivalencethat things gained easily are lost just as easily. What is faulty parallelism? Faulty parallelism refers to the lack of parallelism and the subsequent loss of clarity. It is a grammatical error that occurs when elements in a sentence that are meant to be
similar are not expressed in the same grammatical form. For instance, if a sentence includes a list of actions, all items should be in the same grammatical form:My hobbies are painting, swimming, and taking photos.My hobbies are painting, swimming, and to take photos. We encourage the use of reliable sources in all types of writing. You can copy
and paste the citation or click the "Cite this article" button to automatically add it to our free Citation Generator. Nikolopoulou, K. (2025, November 26). Parallelism | Definition & Examples. Quillbot. Retrieved December 1, 2025, from You have already voted. Thanks :-) Your vote is saved :-) Processing your vote... Due to it possibly getting confused
with the other type of parallelism (narrative), it is important we define parallelism (grammar/rhetoric) in a clear cut way. And since even this type of has two unique versions, we will want to explain that, too.Parallelism is a grammatical technique involving the use of the same or similar grammatical structures and clauses within sentence structures.
In rhetoric, parallelism similarly compounds and groups together structures and clauses to provide a flow in the sentence(s).Parallelism is often used to create a better flow to whatever sentence it is applied to. In both poetry and speeches, it is often used for emphasis, as the repetition makes it easier for what is being said to be remembered by
whoever is reading or hearing it. For these same reasons, parallelism is an attractive rhetorical technique in speeches.Repeating the same words and phrases within the same sentenceEmphasizing a specific point or ideaCreating a flow in the sentence(s) to make it better/easier to readThe answer to what is parallelism? is at its most accessible and
most basic in grammatical parallelism. This is because the technique is most often seen in the written word, which includes more than just parallelism in literature or in speeches. In fact, it is likely you have witnessed or practiced this technique in writing to someone, be it for work or among friends. You can get a quick idea for parallelism examples in
the video below.So, for example, when you are describing what a certain someone can do, you may write it like this:John can swim, hunt, and jump.This is a clear and simple example of grammatical parallelism, especially since the words flow together so well. In this specific example, its three succeeding verbs ascribed to one subject. This means that
the concept of parallelism in grammar can be as simple as sticking to just verbs or nouns when listing something out. One other noticeable example would be like this:First thing you do is apply soap to the sponge; second thing you do is add water; third thing you do is squeeze to release suds.In this case, the repetition of First/second/third thing you
do is what makes this sentence an example of the technique in grammar. Its a set of instructions making it clear what the first, second, and third thing you must do is.You can get a lesson using this technique in writing in the video below.Understanding what is parallelism in grammar, as well as what is parallelism in writing, mainly requires you to
recognize basic patterns. Once you notice these patterns and can write them yourself, youre ready to expand the power of parallelism in poetry and parallelism in literature.While this technique in grammar is fairly straightforward, parallelism in literature and rhetoric is a bit more complex. While the same rules still apply, the way those rules are
handled and played with is more vast. For the most part, parallelism in rhetoric will look the same in grammar.For example:Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.This famous English proverb is a very good parallelism example being employed in rhetoric. We can subconsciously sense a pattern
in the sentence even if we do not exactly know what that pattern is. The trick here is the repeated use of a man along with a fish/to fish and feed him for a But whereas many grammatical examples just focus on a few individual words, parallelism in rhetoric can be implemented within more complex phrases within sentences and paragraphs.This
technique in the rhetorical variety can be seen from plays (Shakespeare), religious texts (the Bible), and of course, speeches, be them in plays (again Shakespeare) or by a famous politician (Winston Churchill and John F. Kennedy are two famous examples).One cool thing about parallelism in literature and rhetoric is that there exist different figures of
speech under it. Some of those are the following:AntithesisAs the name might imply, antithesis is when two (or more) things are placed with each other to provide contrasting views. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times from A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens is one of the classic parallelism examples in literature.AsyndetonProbably
the most simple technique here, asyndeton is simply when you remove a conjunction from a series of words in a sentence. Among the most famous examples of this are Julius Caesars I came, I saw, I conquered (Veni, vidi, vici).AnaphoraAnaphora is the familiar trick of reusing one word or more at the beginning of a successive clause or phrase. One
example of this would be from Skee-Los 1995 hit I Wish, where he states:"I wish I was a little bit taller, I wish I was a ballerI wish I had a girl who looked good, I would call herI wish I had a rabbit in a hat with a batAnd a six-four Impala"EpistropheAnaphoras opposite, an epistrophe, is when you reuse one word or more at the end of a successive
clause or phrase. Abraham Lincolns of the people, by the people, for the people speech is one of the most famous examples of this.Through a combination of these figures of speech and the amount of parallelism examples in literature, poetry, and speeches, there is no shortage of ways to define parallelism in literature and rhetoric. There are also no
shortages on how to explain parallelism, how to use it, or write sentences and phrases with it.Now that weve looked over this technique in grammar and rhetoric, take a look at how figures of speech are used in advertising. Similarly to its usage in rhetoric, ethos, pathos, and logos have their place in marketing and persuasion. We cover these and
more in both this and related articles.Up Next: Ad Techniques Welcome to my curated collection of parallelism examples. These are carefully selected phrases where balance in language creates clarity and impact. In this guide, youll explore how parallel structure sharpens writing, enhances readability, and elevates ideas. Get ready to see the power
of balanced expression in action. (This post may have affiliate links. Please see my full disclosure)l made this image with Al Parallelism Examples Below are 30 parallelism examples from books, movies, and songs that clearly showcase balanced, repeating structures. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. A Tale of Two Cities, Charles
Dickens I came, I saw, I conquered. Attributed to Julius Caesar All the worlds a stage, and all the men and women merely players. As You Like It, William Shakespeare Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them. Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare Easy come, easy go. Common Proverb No pain, no gain.
Common Proverb Live and let live. Common Proverb Win some, lose some. Common Proverb Get up, stand up, stand up for your rights. Get Up, Stand Up, Bob Marley & Peter Tosh We will, we will rock you. We Will Rock You, Queen Hey, hey, my my, rock and roll is here to stay. Hey, Hey, My My (Into the Black), Neil Young Let it be, let it be, let it be,
let it be. Let It Be, The Beatles Work it, make it, do it, makes us. Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger, Daft Punk Shake it off, shake it off. Shake It Off, Taylor Swift Do, or do not. There is no try. Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back Keep your friends close, but your enemies closer. The Godfather Part II Carpe diem. Seize the day, boys. Dead Poets Society
I will find you, and I will kill you. Taken They may take our lives, but theyll never take our freedom! Braveheart All that is gold does not glitter; not all those who wander are lost. The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 1 Corinthians 13:11, The Bible Boys will be boys,
and men will be men. Common Proverb If you fail to plan, you plan to fail. Benjamin Franklin I want to hold your hand, I want to hold your hand. I Want to Hold Your Hand, The Beatles All you need is love, love, love is all you need. All You Need Is Love, The Beatles Help, I need somebody; help, not just anybody. Help!, The Beatles Wax on, wax off. The
Karate Kid Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. Muhammad Ali The course of true love never did run smooth. A Midsummer Nights Dream, William Shakespeare No guts, no glory. Common Proverb Here are parallelism examples about books. Enjoy these creative examples that celebrate literature. The cover shines, the pages whisper, the story
enchants. The author writes, the reader dreams, the book transforms. Words flow, ideas grow, worlds emerge. The plot thickens, the mystery deepens, the suspense heightens. Chapters unfold, characters develop, narratives intertwine. The prologue intrigues, the climax excites, the epilogue satisfies. Fiction entertains, non-fiction enlightens,
biographies inspire. Stories captivate, themes resonate, lessons endure. A novel entertains, a memoir reveals, a guide instructs. The ink flows, the paper holds, the imagination soars. Literature sparks curiosity, literature nurtures empathy, literature celebrates life. The narrative begins, the conflict intensifies, the resolution comforts. The setting
enchants, the characters charm, the plot surprises. Words dance, sentences sing, paragraphs enthrall. The hero rises, the villain schemes, the journey transforms. The book educates, the book entertains, the book empowers. A library shelters dreams, a bookstore fuels adventures, a novel awakens minds. The introduction invites, the body engages, the
conclusion satisfies. Every page offers wisdom, every chapter unfolds mystery, every word sparks emotion. The narrative flows, the dialogue sparkles, the description mesmerizes. The index guides, the glossary clarifies, the footnotes enlighten. Characters evolve, conflicts intensify, themes persist. The prologue sets tone, the narrative builds tension,
the climax delivers impact. Imagination thrives, creativity blooms, knowledge expands. Every sentence counts, every paragraph builds, every story inspires. Fables teach morals, adventures excite imaginations, fantasies spark dreams. Pages reveal secrets, chapters hide surprises, endings deliver satisfaction. The story begins boldly, develops
intricately, concludes gracefully. Mystery intrigues, drama captivates, humor delights. The protagonist strives, the antagonist challenges, the conflict resolves. A library unites readers, a novel connects minds, a story bonds hearts. Classic literature endures, modern narratives innovate, timeless tales inspire. Characters evolve, plots twist, themes
resonate. The introduction welcomes, the climax electrifies, the denouement soothes. Books educate minds, inspire hearts, and transform lives. The narrative builds suspense, the dialogue reveals character, the plot surprises. Fiction sparks fantasy, non-fiction ignites reality, poetry touches souls. Pages invite reflection, chapters evoke emotion, stories
encourage growth. The pen writes passion, the ink seals dreams, the paper holds magic. Literature opens doors, expands horizons, deepens understanding. Characters whisper secrets, settings breathe life, plots weave mystery. The storyline captivates, the prose enchants, the narrative excites. Every chapter builds suspense, every sentence fuels
intrigue, every word matters. The narrative flows smoothly, the ideas develop steadily, the message resonates clearly. Books reflect society, challenge norms, and inspire change. The cover attracts, the story engages, the ending surprises. Fiction explores realities, non-fiction reveals truths, biographies celebrate lives. Characters face challenges,
overcome obstacles, and triumph against odds. The dialogue sparkles, the action thrills, the romance touches hearts. A story begins with a whisper, builds with a shout, and ends with a sigh. Chapters reveal twists, pages hold secrets, stories leave legacies. The narrative invites inquiry, the dialogue provokes thought, the setting inspires wonder. Every
book holds lessons, every page tells a tale, every story leaves an imprint. The fiction captivates minds, the non-fiction enlightens souls, the poetry stirs emotions. A great book informs, entertains, and uplifts readers. Characters mirror life, conflicts echo struggles, narratives inspire hope. The story invites reflection, the dialogue offers insight, the
climax delivers resolution. The writer crafts brilliance, the reader appreciates art, the book celebrates creativity. Literature challenges perceptions, reshapes ideas, and fuels imagination. The words resonate, the themes connect, the plot transforms. Characters embark on quests, confront fears, and achieve greatness. A narrative inspires dreams,
ignites passions, and fosters empathy. The plot twists, the conflict escalates, the resolution delights. Every word is deliberate, every sentence is crafted, every chapter is a journey. Books entertain minds, stimulate thoughts, and evoke emotions. A tale unfolds gracefully, develops richly, and concludes memorably. The story intrigues with mystery,
delights with humor, and inspires with wisdom. Characters leap off pages, conflicts jump to life, and plots burst with energy. Every book invites curiosity, every chapter offers adventure, every page shares a secret. The narrative paints scenes, the dialogue builds tension, the description captivates. The prose sings, the rhythm flows, and the story
captivates. Books are treasures, stories are gems, and literature is art. The author imagines worlds, the reader explores realms, the book unites them. A novel stirs passions, a biography informs, a fantasy enchants. Every story tells a journey, every page shares an adventure, every book inspires wonder. Enjoy these harmonious parallelism examples
that blend rhythm, melody, and lyrics. The melody soars, the rhythm pulses, the lyrics resonate. The beat drops, the chorus lifts, the verse captivates. Songs energize, melodies inspire, harmonies unite. The tune enchants, the words move, the sound thrills. Notes echo, chords vibrate, harmonies sing. The intro grabs attention, the bridge transitions,
the finale dazzles. Music fuels passion, inspires creativity, elevates moods. A song begins with a whisper, builds with a hum, ends with a roar. The verse tells a story, the chorus repeats a truth, the bridge connects emotions. The rhythm drives, the beat anchors, the melody elevates. Lyrics paint pictures, beats evoke feelings, tunes spark imaginations.
The song starts softly, rises powerfully, concludes gracefully. A catchy tune engages minds, inspires movement, and delights hearts. The harmony blends voices, the melody unites souls, the rhythm commands attention. Songs capture memories, evoke emotions, and celebrate life. The bass vibrates, the treble sings, the chorus unites. Music inspires
dreams, fuels energy, and creates moments. The verse sparkles, the hook charms, the refrain endures. A beat kicks in, a melody shines, a lyric moves. The intro invites, the chorus enthralls, the outro lingers. Notes build suspense, chords provide depth, rhythms deliver drive. The melody charms hearts, the rhythm excites feet, the lyrics echo truths. A
song captivates with a beat, inspires with a tune, delights with words. The rhythm pulses, the harmony blends, the melody lingers. Music unites cultures, bridges gaps, and transcends boundaries. The song evolves, the beat intensifies, the melody persists. A chorus repeats, a verse unfolds, a bridge connects. The melody dances, the rhythm grooves,
the lyrics tell stories. Tunes inspire joy, beats spark energy, lyrics evoke feelings. The music starts strong, builds with intensity, fades with grace. Every note matters, every chord strikes, every lyric resonates. The rhythm pulses steadily, the melody flows freely, the lyrics echo timeless truths. A song lifts spirits, moves bodies, and touches souls. The
intro captivates, the verse builds, the chorus uplifts. Music delights, beats inspire, lyrics heal. The songs beat energizes, its melody soothes, its lyrics empower. Rhythms bounce, melodies soar, lyrics resonate. A simple tune captures hearts, a catchy beat creates memories, a heartfelt lyric stays forever. The verse expresses hope, the chorus proclaims
joy, the bridge reveals depth. Music ignites passion, fuels dreams, and inspires creativity. The rhythm sets the pace, the melody brings color, the lyrics share stories. Every song begins with a spark, builds with energy, and ends with a glow. The beat energizes, the chords enchant, the melody comforts. Lyrics speak volumes, the rhythm speaks power,
the melody whispers calm. A song unites voices, blends cultures, and celebrates diversity. The harmony blends effortlessly, the beat remains constant, the melody evolves gracefully. Music plays softly, rises boldly, and concludes tenderly. The verse paints emotions, the chorus repeats the joy, the bridge offers insight. Every note carries emotion, every
beat counts, every lyric connects. The intro draws you in, the chorus captures your heart, the outro leaves you smiling. The melody sways gently, the rhythm pulses steadily, the lyrics linger long. Songs charm, inspire, and move listeners. The beat thumps, the melody glows, the lyrics ignite. Music flows like a river, beats crash like waves, lyrics echo
like memories. The songs structure captivates, its tempo excites, its words soothe. A melody vibrates, a rhythm flows, a lyric captivates. Music connects hearts, bridges differences, and inspires unity. The verse whispers secrets, the chorus shouts truth, the bridge reveals mystery. Every rhythm synchronizes, every melody harmonizes, every lyric
resonates. The song rises boldly, the beat follows suit, the harmony seals the deal. A catchy beat moves you, a memorable tune lifts you, a powerful lyric empowers you. The harmony floats, the rhythm echoes, the melody charms. The song evolves with energy, transitions with style, and ends with grace. Music speaks to the soul, beats speak to the
heart, lyrics speak to the mind. Every verse builds anticipation, every chorus elevates joy, every bridge unites themes. The song begins with a spark, gains momentum, and concludes with a bang. The melody enchants, the rhythm invigorates, the lyrics inspire hope. Songs reflect life, mimic emotions, and celebrate moments. The beat keeps time, the
melody holds sway, the lyrics express truth. A tune captivates hearts, a rhythm mobilizes energy, a lyric spreads joy. The intro sets the mood, the chorus elevates the spirit, the outro leaves a memory. Music tells a story, the beat sets the pace, the lyrics reveal the plot. The rhythm pulses like a heartbeat, the melody flows like a stream, the lyrics sing
like a choir. A song ignites passion, stirs emotion, and fuels creativity. The melody rises, the beat carries, and the lyrics inspire dreams. There are many parallelism examples inspired by the magic of movies. Here are examples that capture cinematic moments. The scene captivates, the dialogue intrigues, the action excites. The film starts bold,
develops suspense, and ends memorably. Movies inspire dreams, ignite emotions, and capture imaginations. The trailer teases, the plot unfolds, the climax dazzles. Characters enter, conflicts arise, resolutions surprise. The camera pans, the light shifts, the story unfolds. Every frame tells a tale, every scene builds tension, every cut enhances drama.
The hero fights, the villain schemes, the climax delivers. The script enchants, the direction captivates, the performance resonates. Movies entertain, inspire, and challenge perspectives. The action roars, the dialogue sparkles, the visuals stun. The narrative unfolds, the characters evolve, the climax satisfies. The opening shot mesmerizes, the plot
thickens, the finale astonishes. Cameras capture moments, directors shape visions, actors portray lives. The film introduces wonder, builds suspense, and delivers excitement. Every scene builds tension, every line delivers emotion, every frame captivates. The storyline develops, the visuals dazzle, the music enhances. The camera zooms, the actor
shines, the story captivates. The film begins with mystery, builds with drama, and concludes with brilliance. The dialogue flows, the action thrills, the suspense lingers. The score elevates the mood, the cinematography dazzles, the editing sharpens tension. The plot twists, the characters change, the ending surprises. Every sequence engages, every
cut energizes, every effect mesmerizes. The hero embarks on a journey, the villain plots mischief, the climax delivers justice. Scenes evoke emotions, dialogue sparks thoughts, visuals ignite wonder. The narrative builds pace, the action intensifies, the resolution satisfies. The camera follows closely, the actors perform brilliantly, the story resonates
deeply. The film entertains minds, evokes laughter, and delivers suspense. The opening credits build anticipation, the scenes develop intrigue, the finale leaves impact. Every shot frames art, every scene conveys emotion, every moment tells a story. The dialogue crackles, the tension mounts, the visuals astound. The plot unfolds intricately, the
characters evolve gradually, the climax surprises unexpectedly. A movie begins with vision, continues with passion, and ends with applause. The director orchestrates scenes, the actors embody characters, the script conveys truth. The camera captures life, the editing shapes rhythm, the story moves hearts. Scenes transition seamlessly, dialogues
resonate clearly, actions inspire wonder. The film dazzles with visuals, captivates with story, and delights with sound. Every scene holds meaning, every line carries weight, every frame shines. The storyline hooks viewers, the cinematography awes, the music stirs emotions. The narrative builds layers, the tension escalates, the ending resonates. The
camera zooms in, the actor delivers power, the script sparkles wit. The film entertains with humor, thrills with action, and moves with emotion. Each scene enchants, each dialogue informs, each moment inspires. The opening scene excites, the middle captivates, the finale satisfies. The plot accelerates, the tension builds, the resolution delights. The
cinematography paints emotions, the editing creates pace, the sound intensifies drama. The characters struggle, the plot thickens, the climax redeems. The film introduces worlds, reveals conflicts, and resolves mysteries. The dialogue is crisp, the action is bold, the visuals are stunning. A film creates magic, evokes feelings, and leaves memories. The
narrative engages minds, the visuals inspire awe, the music elevates spirit. The camera captures details, the actors reveal truths, the plot delivers twists. The film opens with mystery, builds with suspense, and concludes with impact. Scenes move quickly, dialogues cut sharply, and actions shock boldly. The direction guides viewers, the
cinematography dazzles eyes, the editing sharpens the pace. The storyline captivates hearts, the visuals stimulate senses, the sound resonates deeply. The movie begins with promise, develops with flair, and ends with brilliance. The scenes enchant, the dialogue entertains, the score uplifts. A film dazzles with light, mesmerizes with sound, and
captivates with story. The script unfolds mystery, the director orchestrates drama, the actors embody passion. The opening scene entices, the middle excites, the ending completes. The narrative invites viewers, the visuals delight, the music transforms. Every scene is vivid, every dialogue is impactful, every action is thrilling. The camera glides
smoothly, the story accelerates quickly, the ending resolves gracefully. The film crafts tension, the dialogue sparks interest, the visuals impress. Each scene builds anticipation, each cut enhances drama, each moment leaves a mark. The director envisions brilliance, the actors portray depth, the film captivates souls. The storyline twists, the suspense
builds, the resolution inspires. The camera captures emotion, the script delivers humor, the action thrills. A movie tells a story, shows a journey, and concludes with meaning. The visuals dazzle, the dialogue resonates, the action excites. Every sequence surprises, every moment thrills, every effect captivates. The film excites with action, enchants with
dialogue, and delights with scenes. Scenes illustrate conflict, dialogues reveal truth, and endings resolve mysteries. The camera rolls, the story unfolds, and the audience applauds. Humor and comedy often leverage this literary technique. Browse through these parallelism examples that might be funny. The joke tickles, the pun amuses, the laugh
spreads. Humor surprises, wit delights, laughter prevails. The punchline lands, the setup intrigues, the humor endures. The story entertains, the quip delights, the pun sparks smiles. A funny moment surprises, a witty remark charms, a hilarious twist amuses. The setup builds tension, the punchline resolves it, the laughter erupts. Jokes crackle, puns



sparkle, humor bursts. The humor is sharp, the wit is clever, the fun is endless. A joke begins with misdirection, builds with surprise, and ends with laughter. The pun plays with words, the quip twists meanings, the humor delights. Funny sketches entertain, witty lines provoke, and clever twists amuse. The setup intrigues, the punchline delights, the
laughter follows. Humor connects hearts, tickles minds, and lightens moods. The joke unfolds quickly, the punchline strikes hard, the fun lingers. Witty remarks spark smiles, clever puns ignite giggles, funny tales inspire chuckles. The narrative jokes, the dialogue jests, the scene amuses. Humor bridges gaps, tickles funny bones, and spreads joy. The
comedy acts, the satire mocks, the humor surprises. Funny moments burst, witty words zing, puns crackle. The joke winks, the pun grins, the laughter follows. A funny quip surprises, a clever pun delights, a witty remark entertains. The humor flows, the jokes land, the smiles widen. The setup is playful, the punchline is clever, the humor is infectious.
Funny lines amuse, witty lines charm, humorous lines entertain. The joke starts simple, evolves with wit, and concludes with hilarity. Humor sparkles, puns twinkle, laughter radiates. The witty remark charms, the clever pun impresses, the humorous tale entertains. A funny scene entertains, a clever joke surprises, a witty line delights. The punchline
bursts forth, the setup intrigues, the humor resonates. Humorous sketches amuse, witty dialogues entertain, and puns evoke giggles. The humor is light, the pun is bright, and the laughter is free. A joke travels quickly, a pun lingers lightly, a laugh echoes widely. Funny anecdotes entertain, witty comments spark joy, clever puns amaze. The scene
tickles, the words twist, the laughter ensues. Humor inspires giggles, puns incite chuckles, jokes prompt smiles. The comedic timing shines, the witty banter sparkles, the humor unfolds. Funny moments pop, clever twists spark, humorous quips land. The joke cracks open, the pun unravels, the humor multiplies. Witty lines delight, humorous
narratives engage, laughter unites. The setup plays, the punchline wins, the audience laughs. The humor dances, the pun prances, the funny story advances. A joke bursts forth, a pun lands smoothly, a witty remark delights. Funny words tickle, humorous phrases charm, clever quips entertain. The setup builds anticipation, the punchline surprises, the
laughter erupts. Humor lightens the mood, jokes brighten the day, puns lift spirits. The funny tale entertains, the witty remark delights, the clever pun resonates. Humorous twists amuse, witty lines charm, funny quirks delight. The joke begins quirky, develops with wit, and ends hilariously. Funny moments captivate, clever puns inspire, humorous
lines uplift. The setup teases, the punchline pleases, the humor leaves a mark. A clever joke surprises, a witty pun entertains, a funny remark delights. The humor is brisk, the wit is sharp, the fun is unbounded. The pun charms, the joke delights, the laughter prevails. Humor flows freely, puns strike smartly, jokes entertain instantly. The setup is
playful, the punchline is clever, the humor is infectious. Funny sketches entertain, witty banter sparks smiles, humorous twists amaze. The quip delights, the pun charms, the joke satisfies. Humor bridges divides, tickles senses, and lights up moods. A funny line surprises, a clever quip delights, a humorous twist captivates. The joke is brisk, the pun is
slick, the laughter is rapid. Humorous banter flows, witty lines sparkle, funny moments shine. The punchline surprises, the setup intrigues, the humor resonates. Witty puns spark laughs, humorous tales engage, funny stories entertain. The joke cracks, the pun pops, the humor rocks. Funny remarks enchant, witty lines amuse, humorous quips endear.
The setup teases laughter, the punchline lands solidly, the humor echoes. A funny moment excites, a witty pun delights, a clever joke entertains. The humorous line dazzles, the witty twist surprises, the funny remark charms. Humor fills the scene, wit brightens the moment, jokes spark joy. The setup invites smiles, the punchline delivers chuckles, the
humor prevails. Witty banter entertains, humorous lines engage, funny stories inspire. The joke lands smoothly, the pun triggers laughter, the humor brightens moods. A funny quip pops, a witty remark charms, a humorous twist delights. The setup teases the mind, the punchline surprises the heart, the humor lifts spirits. Funny lines amuse hearts,
witty puns tickle minds, humorous moments ignite joy. Here are parallelism examples designed for kids. The story delights, the picture brightens, the rhyme charms. Kids laugh, kids learn, kids play. The tale sparkles, the characters smile, the lesson shines. The game entertains, the song delights, the fun never ends. The cartoon amuses, the book
enchants, the adventure thrills. A kid listens, a kid imagines, a kid dreams. The colors pop, the shapes intrigue, the stories enchant. The song sings, the dance moves, the laugh spreads. Toys entertain, games engage, stories inspire. The picture book dazzles, the nursery rhyme sings, the fairy tale enchants. The giggle starts, the smile grows, the fun
lasts. Kids explore, kids imagine, kids create. The puzzle challenges, the toy delights, the game excites. The adventure begins, the fun continues, the memory lasts. The story unfolds, the characters come alive, the lesson resonates. The drawing sparkles, the craft shines, the play delights. Every rhyme sings, every picture tells, every game amuses. The
fun begins early, grows with play, ends with joy. Cartoons entertain, stories inspire, games excite. The laugh is loud, the smile is bright, the play is endless. The song is catchy, the dance is fun, the game is engaging. Kids play, kids sing, kids dream. The colors dazzle, the images charm, the stories delight. The book opens magic, the rhyme sings fun,
the tale shares wonder. The puzzle challenges, the toy surprises, the game delights. Every day is fun, every game is playful, every laugh is contagious. The adventure calls, the story beckons, the fun awaits. The play begins with joy, continues with laughter, ends with smiles. Cartoons bring giggles, stories spark dreams, games ignite fun. The rhyme
sings softly, the picture speaks brightly, the story tells wonders. Kids create art, kids make friends, kids enjoy life. The game starts quickly, the fun grows steadily, the play ends happily. The adventure begins at dawn, plays in the afternoon, and sleeps at night. The toy amazes, the book teaches, the song entertains. The laughter rings, the fun spreads,
the play enchants. Kids explore nature, explore art, and explore stories. The rhyme dances, the picture laughs, the story sings. The fun bubbles, the smile glows, the joy multiplies. Every toy inspires, every game teaches, every story delights. The cartoon paints colors, the book fills dreams, the song spreads joy. The play sparkles, the art shines, the
craft delights. Kids jump, kids run, kids laugh. The fun starts with a giggle, grows with a smile, ends with a cheer. The story enchants, the song entertains, the game captivates. The drawing inspires, the craft builds, the play develops. Every rhyme delights, every picture speaks, every game entertains. The laughter echoes, the fun multiplies, the play
endures. Kids explore books, explore music, and explore art. The song hums, the dance moves, the laugh spreads. Toys excite, games engage, stories inspire. The picture shines, the rhyme sings, the tale enchants. Kids imagine worlds, create adventures, and share joy. The game starts with fun, grows with laughter, ends with smiles. The cartoon
amuses, the story teaches, the song delights. Every play sparks joy, every craft builds creativity, every rhyme entertains. The adventure unfolds, the fun blossoms, the memory stays. The art delights, the dance inspires, the song moves. Kids explore happily, laugh heartily, and play freely. The picture captivates, the rhyme amuses, the tale enchants.
The fun begins with a smile, grows with laughter, and ends with joy. Toys charm, games delight, stories captivate. The cartoon tickles, the story entertains, the song lifts spirits. Kids learn, kids play, kids laugh. The adventure calls, the game invites, the fun engages. The rhyme sings clearly, the picture paints dreams, the story tells magic. Every laugh
is bright, every smile is warm, every play is joyful. The craft inspires, the drawing delights, the game entertains. Kids explore colors, explore shapes, and explore ideas. The song charms, the dance excites, the game delights. The play begins with fun, continues with adventure, and ends with happiness. The story unfolds, the rhyme repeats, the lesson
shines. Kids create stories, create art, and create memories. The toy surprises, the game excites, the story enchants. The cartoon smiles, the book teaches, the rhyme delights. Every day is playful, every game is fun, every laugh is golden. Embrace parallelism examples drawn from life. Here are 75 examples that celebrate living fully. Life inspires
dreams, challenges limits, and rewards efforts. The day begins bright, the day progresses steadily, the day ends peacefully. Life offers lessons, presents challenges, and celebrates victories. Hopes rise, fears fall, dreams flourish. Morning brings promise, noon brings action, night brings reflection. The heart beats, the mind ponders, the soul soars. Life
unfolds unpredictably, grows steadily, and evolves gracefully. The journey starts small, advances with courage, and ends with wisdom. Life tests strength, nurtures growth, and rewards perseverance. Moments pass quickly, memories linger, lessons endure. The sunrise awakens hope, the midday fuels ambition, the sunset inspires reflection. Life
challenges fears, nurtures dreams, and celebrates successes. The past teaches, the present engages, the future inspires. Every breath energizes, every step builds momentum, every moment counts. Life embraces change, endures struggles, and cherishes triumphs. Hope motivates, love comforts, and perseverance prevails. The heart loves deeply, the
mind questions wisely, the spirit endures faithfully. Life unfolds in moments, builds in memories, and thrives in hope. Opportunities knock, challenges arise, and dreams persist. The day challenges, the night comforts, and life progresses. Struggles refine, failures teach, and successes inspire. Every sunrise renews hope, every sunset brings reflection,
every night nurtures dreams. Life offers mysteries, reveals truths, and unfolds wonders. Happiness grows, sorrows fade, and resilience shines. The journey begins with hope, continues with courage, and ends with wisdom. Life unfolds beautifully, challenges humbly, and rewards generously. Every step builds character, every fall teaches strength,
every rise inspires hope. Dreams ignite passion, actions spark change, and hopes foster progress. The heart endures pain, the mind seeks truth, and the soul finds peace. Life inspires laughter, teaches compassion, and celebrates moments. The day unfolds with challenges, matures with growth, and ends with reflection. Hope fuels dreams, love
nurtures relationships, and time heals wounds. Life offers surprises, builds memories, and fosters growth. Moments create memories, experiences shape character, and time reveals wisdom. The heart beats steadily, the mind ponders deeply, the soul sings freely. Life evolves with time, changes with experience, and matures with wisdom. Every
setback teaches, every challenge molds, every success uplifts. The morning inspires energy, the afternoon ignites passion, the evening brings calm. Life balances joy, nurtures sorrow, and embraces change. Hopes blossom, dreams flourish, and efforts bear fruit. The journey moves forward, the challenges arise, and the victories celebrate. Life offers
joy, presents trials, and celebrates growth. Every moment teaches lessons, every day inspires hope, every experience nurtures wisdom. The heart endures loss, the mind finds resilience, the spirit remains hopeful. Life offers beauty, presents struggles, and rewards persistence. Hopes fuel ambition, challenges build strength, and triumphs inspire
belief. Every sunrise brings hope, every sunset offers reflection, every moment counts. The day begins with possibility, grows with determination, and ends with contentment. Life offers challenges, presents opportunities, and inspires change. The heart dreams boldly, the mind plans carefully, the soul lives freely. Every challenge tests resilience,
every success fuels ambition, every setback teaches lessons. Life unfolds slowly, grows steadily, and evolves beautifully. Hopes inspire action, dreams foster creativity, and challenges shape character. Every moment matters, every breath counts, every step moves forward. Life invites adventure, encourages growth, and rewards persistence. The
journey inspires wonder, challenges strength, and celebrates victories. Every struggle builds courage, every triumph inspires joy, every setback refines determination. Life teaches kindness, nurtures hope, and rewards perseverance. The morning ignites energy, the noon fuels determination, the night soothes the soul. Every day holds promise, every
challenge spurs growth, every success inspires dreams. Life offers lessons, delivers surprises, and nurtures hope. Every experience molds character, every trial tests strength, every triumph celebrates success. The heart endures hardship, the mind seeks solutions, the soul finds light. Life moves forward steadily, evolves gradually, and blossoms
beautifully. Every dream sparks passion, every action fuels progress, every hope nurtures growth. Life challenges limits, inspires creativity, and rewards effort. Every sunrise brings promise, every sunset brings peace, every moment inspires hope. The journey unfolds with hope, progresses with effort, and culminates with wisdom. Every day teaches
lessons, every trial strengthens resolve, every victory celebrates life. Life is full of surprises, is rich with lessons, and is bright with hope. Every challenge fuels determination, every setback builds strength, every success celebrates resilience. The heart beats with passion, the mind dreams boldly, the soul shines brightly. Life inspires action, fuels
ambition, and nurtures dreams. Every moment is a lesson, every challenge a test, every victory a celebration. Life flows with energy, moves with purpose, and thrives with hope. If you want more parallelism examples, watch this helpful video: YouTube Video by OSU School of Writing, Literature and Film Parallelism As we wrap up our exploration of
parallelism examples, let these insights serve as stepping stones to richer expression and bolder ideas. May you craft words with purpose, share stories with passion, and create a world where language connects us all. This handout will help you understand what parallelism or parallel structure is and when to use parallelism to improve the clarity,
flow, and conciseness of your writing.Recognizing parallelismParallelism occurs when one or more sentences contain two or more elements with the same grammatical or conceptual structure. Less precisely, parallelism occurs when parts of a sentence (or even sentences themselves) are presented in a sequence and have the same basic shape. Its
often easy to spot effective uses of parallelism in real sentences. Look for the similarity in the boldface elements of each example.These are parallel prepositional phrases:and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth (Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address).These are parallel past tense verbs:He laid
down the carving knife and fork . . put his two hands into his disturbed hair, and appeared to make an extraordinary effort to lift himself up by it. (Charles Dickens, Great Expectations).These are parallel that clauses:I could only tell him that I was the happiest woman in all the wide world, and that I had nothing to give him except myself, my life, and
my trust, and that with these went my love and duty for all the days of my life (Bram Stoker,Dracula).In his famous I Have a Dream speech, Martin Luther King, Jr. uses parallelism to add emphasis and rhetorical force to his argument. Look closely for examples of phrase repetition (I have a dream that) grammatical repetition (by the color of, by the
content of, etc.), linking pairs (the red hills of Georgia, the state of Mississippi, etc.) and contrasting pairs (a state of injustice and oppression / an oasis of freedom and justice).l have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at a table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character. I have a dream today. (Martin Luther King, Jr. I Have a Dream).Revising for parallelismYou may have received feedback from an instructor about problems with parallelism, sometimes called faulty parallelism. While there is nothing necessarily ungrammatical about non-parallel structures, the consistency and rhythm of parallel structure
can improve clarity and flow. To revise, start by identifying elements of writing that could be in parallel form. Then ask yourself whether they are all in the same grammatical form or order.Non-parallel grammatical structuresThe three pillars of the Mayors campaign are supporting local business, reducing crime, and education.Parallel grammatical
structuresThe three pillars of the Mayors campaign are supporting local business, reducing crime, and increasing educational funding.The three pillars of the Mayors campaign are local business development, crime reduction, and education.Non-parallel termsThe study included teenagers, people in their thirties, and octogenarians.Parallel termsThe
study included people in their teens, in their thirties, and in their eighties.Non-parallel orderThree fundamental elements of design are line, color, and shape. Line refers to any two connected points, whileshape refers to any enclosed space. Color comprises hue, saturation, and brightness.Parallel orderThree fundamental elements of design are line,
shape, and color. Line refers to any two connected points, while shape refers to any enclosed space. Color comprises hue, saturation, and brightness.Working parallelism into your writing processBy now you should have a good sense of what parallelism looks like, but you might be wondering how exactly to make sure that you are using it in your own
writing. Here are a few approaches you can try:Be aware of items in seriesAt the sentence level, notice when youre writing a list of two, three, or more thingswords, phrases, or longer expressionsand try using the same grammatical structure for each item in the series.At the essay level, notice when youre writing about topics or concepts that can be
enumerated as a series (not just logically sequenced). Play with introducing each concept in the series with a consistent grammatical structure.When you introduce a series of ideas, notice the order in which you introduce them, and discuss the ideas in the same order.Listen as you read aloudWhen you read aloud, read slowly enough to give voice to
each word. This may allow you to notice those items in series that arent yet parallel, and may even draw your attention to all sorts of potential revision targets. If a sentence sounds awkward or wordy to you, or if the relationship between the different parts of your sentence seems unclear, that could signal an opportunity to revise with parallel
structure. Our handout on reading aloud explains the rationale, strategies, and tools for reading aloud.Have someone else read your draftLastly you can check for parallelism in your writing by asking someone else to read through your draft, and listen for instances of non-parallel structure. Ask a friend or roommate to read through your paper, or
schedule an appointment with the Writing Center!Works consultedWe consulted these works while writing this handout. This is not a comprehensive list of resources on the handouts topic, and we encourage you to do your own research to find the latest publications on this topic. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own
reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are using. For guidance on formatting citations, please see the UNC Libraries citation tutorial.Dreyer, Benjamin. 2019. Dreyers English: An Utterly Correct Guide to Clarity and Style. New York: Random House.Williams, Joseph. 2000. Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace. Boston: Addison-
Wesley. This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel HillMake a Gift
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