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Facebook Flipboard This post may contain affiliate links. When you make a purchase using one of these affiliate links, we get paid a small commission at no extra cost to you. Bryce Canyon is the smallest national park in Utah. Despite its small size, there is still a lot to do here. Walk the Rim Trail, gaze across the amphitheater from numerous
overlooks, go on a scenic drive, and journey below the rim to venture into a sea of hoodoosthese all top the list of things to do in Bryce Canyon National Park. Bryce Canyon never ceases to amaze me. Every time I step up to the rim and gaze across the amphitheater filled with thousands of orange and pink hoodoos, I am completely captivated. And it
gets even better, if you follow one of the trails down into the canyon. Hiking here is like hiking through a fairytale world, with crazy rock formations, tunnels, and vibrantly colored hoodoos. We have visited Bryce Canyon several times, our most recent visit being May 2025. In this guide, we will share the must-have experiences in Bryce Canyon, how
to choose the best trail to hike (you dont have to hike far in this park for an awesome experience), and how to plan your time. Welcome to amazing Bryce Canyon National Park! Before we jump into the best things to do in Bryce Canyon, it helps to get a quick geography lesson of the park. Route 63, also called Bryce Canyon Road or Main Park Road, is
the main road that runs through the park. From the park entrance to Rainbow and Yovimpa Points (the end of the road), it is a 22-mile drive that takes about 35 minutes. The amphitheater is the canyon that contains the thousands of hoodoos that makes Bryce Canyon so unique and photogenic. The Rim Trail runs along the top of the amphitheater,
connecting several viewpoints and trails that run below the rim. The best place to park is on Sunset Point Road, which has a large parking lot and bathrooms, and short trails that lead to the Rim Trail and viewpoints. And now here are the best things to do in Bryce Canyon. 1. Gaze Across the Amphitheater from the Best Viewpoints If you do one thing
at Bryce Canyon, it should be taking in the spectacular view from the overlooks along the rim. If this is your first time to Bryce Canyon, be prepared to be amazed! Bryce Canyon National Park is filled with viewpoints and overlooks, not just from the rim of the amphitheater but also along its scenic drive. Most viewpoints are very easy to get to just a
short walk from the Rim Trail or a parking lot, making this an accessible experience for all visitors to the park. Below we list our 5 favorite Bryce Canyon viewpoints. These all overlook the main amphitheater. This viewpoint is a 2-minute walk from the Sunset Point parking lot. It overlooks Wall Street and the Navajo Loop Trail, and from here, you can
get a view of Thors Hammer. PRO TRAVEL TIP: For the best view of Thors Hammer, walk about 200 meters down the Navajo Loop Trail. Thors Hammer This viewpoint is located in the center of the amphitheater, so the view is amazing. This viewpoint also sits next to the trailhead for the Queens Garden Trail, so if you plan to hike the Queens Garden
+ Navajo Loop, make the quick detour up to this viewpoint. One of the highlights is looking out over the hiking trail. Overlooking the Queens Garden Trail Where to Park: From the Sunset Point parking lot, it is a 0.5 mile walk on the Rim Trail to get here. Its worth doing this walk, because the view along the entire trail is spectacular! However, for
those with mobility issues, there is a closer parking lot on Sunrise Point Road. For an awe-inspiring view of Bryce Canyon, dont miss this viewpoint. There are actually three viewpoints here and if you visit all of them, youll do enough walking to qualify as a short hike, especially with the short hill climb to the upper viewpoint and being at a high
elevation. Park in the lot at the end of Inspiration Point Road. From the parking lot, if you visit all three viewpoints (Lower, Middle, and Upper), youll do a total of 0.6 miles with a total ascent of 165 feet. Its short but it will take your breath away, in more ways than one. Budget 20 to 40 minutes to visit all three viewpoints. Here are the views. Upper
Inspiration Point The view from Upper Inspiration Point Another view from the upper overlook (looking towards Bryce Point and the hoodoos on the Peekaboo Loop) Middle Inspiration Point Lower Inspiration Point PRO TRAVEL TIP: Bryce Canyon sits at a high elevation, with viewpoints along the rim ranging from 8,100 feet to almost 9,000 feet. Not
only will it be a lot cooler here than other parks in Utah, but the air is noticeably thinner, making it harder to breathe. Even on the short, uphill walks to some of these viewpoints, its normal to feel out of breath. So, take your time, and remember this if you plan to hike a longer, more strenuous trail. From Bryce Point, you get another sweeping view of
Bryce Canyon. I think the view is a little bit better from Inspiration Point but Bryce Point is still well worth it, as it is easy to get to. There is a small parking lot at the end of Bryce Point Road (a 2 mile drive from the Inspiration Point parking lot that takes about 7 minutes). Parking here can be tough. This is also the trailhead for the Peek-A-Boo Loop,
so this lot tends to be full. From the parking lot, it is about a 0.25-mile walk out-and-back to the viewpoint. This viewpoint sits on the far northern end of the amphitheater. If you have plans to hike the Fairyland Loop (an amazing, quieter trail in the park that we love), youll hike right past this point. If you have no plans to go hiking, you can drive here.
Drive Fairyland Spur Road to the end, park, and it is a very short walk to the viewpoint. Heres the view. Paria View is located very close to Bryce Point. A short, paved trail runs from the parking lot to the viewpoint. Its a nice view but not an absolute must-see. Heres the view. There are many more viewpoints in Bryce Canyon, mainly located along
Route 63. In our opinion, they arent quite as good as the ones listed above. We will list them, and show photos, in the Scenic Drive section later in this guide. The Rim Trail runs along the top of the amphitheater. From Bryce Point to Fairyland Point, it is 5.5 miles long and relatively flat, with a few hill climbs here and there. All five viewpoints
mentioned above sit on this trail. If you are looking for an easy trail to hike, this is a good one. The short section from Sunset Point to Sunrise Point is awesome, with jaw-dropping views of the canyon each step of the way. Our favorite thing to do in Bryce Canyon is to go hiking. There are several incredibly scenic trails to do in this national park,
ranging from relatively short, fun trails to longer trails that get to be quite challenging. We plan to publish a Bryce Canyon Hiking Guide in the very near future, which goes into these hikes in more detail, but here is a list of the top hiking trails in the park: Queens Garden + Navajo Loop Trail Combo: This short loop hike is one of the best experiences
in the park. Hike below the rim, get up close with the hoodoos, and return to the Rim Trail via Wall Street or Two Bridges. Its a great hike for kids and those who want to go hiking in Bryce Canyon, without doing a longer, more strenuous trail. Queens Garden Trail Two Bridges TrailPeek-A-Boo Loop: This is a longer, more strenuous trail than the
Queens Garden Navajo Loop, but your reward is some of the best views of hoodoos in the park. Fairyland Loop: This is another long, strenuous hike in Bryce Canyon, but it gets very few hikers, so its perfect for those looking for an off-the-beaten-path hike filled with jaw-dropping vistas. On the Fairyland LoopMossy Cave: This short, easy trail leads to
a small cave. It runs through Water Canyon, a great place to go for a dip during the warmer months. Mossy Cave Trail Water Canyon Other popular hikes include the Bristlecone Loop, the hike to Tower Bridge, and Hat Shop. We cover these in our Bryce Canyon Hiking Guide (coming soon). Wall Street is a famous section of the Navajo Loop Trail. This
part of the trail runs through a narrow canyon, similar to hiking through a slot canyon. The final climb out of the amphitheater is on a series of switchbacks, which has become a very popular photo spot in the park. Wall Street is closed in the winter. It typically opens sometime in mid-May and closes again in the late in the year, once snow begins to
fall. What If Wall Street is Closed? In my opinion, its not worth waiting to plan a visit to Bryce Canyon just to hike Wall Street. Its an interesting trail but I dont think it quite deserves the hype it gets. So, if youre planning a visit to Bryce Canyon in March or April, you dont miss much if Wall Street is closed. You can still hike the Navajo Loop Trail,
taking the Two Bridges section instead, which is also very scenic (I actually like the Two Bridges Trail more, since you get a great view of Thors Hammer and the amphitheater). The best time for photography in Bryce Canyon is at sunrise. The rising sun bathes the hoodoos in the warm, morning light, creating ideal conditions for photography. In
2019, Bryce Canyon gained Gold Tier International Dark Sky status. The park runs night sky ranger programs and full moon hikes. The best time to photograph the night sky is during a new moon on a night with clear weather. One of the best times to visit the park to see the night sky is in June, during the Annual Astronomy Festival. Learn more on
the official National Park Service website. 7. Go for a Scenic Drive Route 63, aka Main Park Road, runs from the park entrance to Rainbow Point. Along this drive are numerous viewpoints, where you can step out of your car and enjoy the view. Some viewpoints are better than others, of course. Along this drive, here are our favorite views, which we
think are worth stopping at: Natural Bridge. This arch sits right next to the parking lot, making it extremely easy to see. Its the most interesting viewpoint along the scenic drive. Natural BridgeSwamp Canyon Overlook. This one is so-so. For those looking for another trail to hike, the Swamp Canyon Loop starts here and runs down into the forested
backcountry. Swamp Canyon Overlook Ponderosa Point. This is a quick and easy viewpoint to visit, with a nice view of some hoodoos. Ponderosa PointRainbow Point. This viewpoint is located at the end of Main Park Road. This is a great viewpoint. Its not quite as awe-inspiring as the overlooks at the amphitheater, but you do get to see quite a bit of
hoodoos and rock formations here. Rainbow Point Yovimpa Point. Yovimpa Point is located next to the same parking lot for Rainbow Point. The view isnt nearly as good as Rainbow Point. Heres the view. For something a little more unique, how about going for a horseback ride with views of the canyon and hoodoos? This 1.5 hour horse ride goes
through the Dixie National Forest and has views of the north rim of Bryce Canyon. See all of our articles on Bryce Canyon Bryce Canyon: On a Map How to Use This Map: Click the tab in the top left corner of the map to see a list of the points of interest and to turn layers on/off. Click the icons on the map to get more information about each point of
interest. To take this map with you, click the star next to the title of the map which adds it to your Google account. Next, within your Google Maps app, select Saved and then select Maps. This map title will now appear in your list. With one well planned day, you can visit the highlights of Bryce Canyon, plus hike a trail or two. This is a small park, so
its quicker to visit Bryce Canyon than the other national parks in Utah. We have a detailed one day itinerary for Bryce Canyon, which includes the top viewpoints, hiking the Queens Garden + Navajo Loop, and driving the scenic drive. If you are an avid hiker, you can to the Peek-A-Boo figure 8 loop instead of the shorter Queens Garden + Navajo Loop.
With a second day in Bryce Canyon, do the Fairyland Loop. This is another spectacular hike and well worth the extra day, especially if you are an avid hiker. But an important thing to keep in mind when planning your trip to Utah, is not only are there four more amazing national parks to visit, but there are state parks to explore and lots of
adventurous trails to explore in nearby Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument. Not far from Bryce Canyon is Willis Creek, a short, fun hike through a slot canyon, great for all ages. We have TONS of information about Utah in our Utah Travel Guide. Bryce Canyon makes a great destination all year long. In the winter months, the hoodoos get a
dusting of snow, a magical time to be here, but it will be COLD! Spring and fall generally have pleasant weather. Our most recent visit was early May. We lucked out, in that Wall Street opened earlier than normal (snowfall was low this past winter) and high temperatures were in the low 70s during our visit. Since Bryce sits at such a high elevation
(8,000 feet), this park stays cool, even during the summer months. The busiest months tend to be May through September, with September typically being the month with the highest visitation each year. Park Hours: Bryce Canyon is open 24 hours a day, 365 days per year. Park Fee: $35 per vehicle, valid for 7 days Get updates on trail closures, road
closures, and park conditions as you plan your trip and just before your visit on the National Park Service website Please practice the seven principles of Leave No Trace: plan ahead, stay on the trail, pack out what you bring to the hiking trail, leave areas as you found them, minimize campfire impacts, be considerate of other hikers, and do not
approach or feed wildlife. There is only one lodge, the Bryce Canyon Lodge, available inside of the park, so if you want to stay here, reservations need to be made far in advance. There are also several campgrounds located inside of Bryce Canyon. In the town of Bryce there are several hotels and restaurants, just a few miles from the entrance to the
park. The top pick here is theBest Western Plus. We stayed here on our most recent visit. Its nothing fancy, but the location is unbeatable. Next door is the Best Western PLUS Rubys Inn, which gets good reviews, just not quite as good as the Best Western Plus. In Tropic, our favorite property is Bryce Canyon Inn (weve stayed here twice and had a
great experience both times). Other properties include Happy Trails BnB, Bybees Steppingstone Motel, Bryce Vistas, and Stone Canyon Inn. If you have any questions about the best things to do in Bryce Canyon, let us know in the comment section below. More Information for Your Trip to Utah We have TONS more information about Utah in our Utah
Travel Guide. Stretching from the South Pacific, across the United States to the Caribbean, are 63 national parks. These national treasures preserve iconic landscapes, majestic mountains, primordial forests, arid deserts, misty coastlines, immense canyons, wildlife, and historic landmarks. The opportunities for adventure are endless. Hiking, rock
climbing, rafting, mountain biking, sand boarding, horseback riding, mountaineering, canyoneering, and [] Facebook Flipboard Julie is the main author for Earth Trekkers. Hiker, foodie, photographer, and triathlete, Julie loves traveling the world in search of new experiences and then sharing them on this site. Her goal is to make your travel planning
process easier and to inspire you to visit new places. The smallest of Utahs "Mighty 5" national parks, Bryce Canyon packs a big punch. The first time you clap eyes on its iconic hoodoos those otherworldly rock spires striped with orange, pink and red is a moment youll never forget, even if youve seen photos of them before. This incredible park is
home to more hoodoos than anywhere else in the world.Bryce Canyons high elevation, averaging more than 8000ft but reaching almost 10,0001t at its loftiest points, gives this national park an edge. The seasonal cycle of freezing and thawing water repeatedly over millennia has transformed the soft sandstone and limestone into an utterly unique
landscape. Despite its name, Bryce is not actually a canyon but rather a plateau (a canyon is formed by flowing water). Epic hiking trails skirt the plateau rim before diving down into the forest of alien pinnacles, fragrant juniper trees and centuries-old bristlecone pines. First-time visitors to Bryce Canyon can begin to plan their trip with this guide, but
before visiting any US national park, visitors should be aware that staffing cuts in the National Park Service (NPS) arehaving an impact on the amenities available. Bryce Canyon following snow fall. Wirestock Creators/Shutterstock When should I go to Bryce Canyon National Park?More than half of the visitors to Bryce Canyon National Park go
between June and the end of September, and for many, summer is the best time to visit. Bryce Canyons higher elevation means that the average high temperature in July is a blissful 79F a far cry cooler than the average of 100F in Arches and Canyonlands or nearly 90F in nearby Zion National Park.The winter months can bring a powdered-sugar
dusting of snow atop Bryce Canyons "fairy chimneys," providing an even more magical setting, though some trails and accommodations are closed.How much time should I spend at Bryce Canyon National Park?Some travelers visit Bryce Canyon as a day trip from Zion National Park (about 80 miles, a 1.5-hour drive from Zions east entrance), but its
worth staying at Bryce Canyon for a full day or two. Bryce shows off its true colors at sunrise and sunset when the amphitheater of hoodoos looks like its been set alight with a golden-red glow. After the sun has departed, Bryce Canyons clean, dry air promises excellent nighttime visibility for stargazing, reaching all the way to the Andromeda Galaxy
2.5 million light years away. The Queen's Garden Trail in Bryce Canyon National Park. Mark Skerbinek/Getty Images Is it easy to get to and around Bryce Canyon National Park?Yes, Bryce Canyon is easy to visit if you have a car it's just a few hours drive from the closest airports and major cities. During the busier months of April through October,
shuttle buses are available to get visitors around the park. The shuttle bus is free to ride with park admission and reservations are not required. There are 15 stops, nine of which are in the park; it also stops at some hotels in Bryce Canyon City outside the park entrance, where you can leave your car. Unlike at Zion National Park, the shuttle bus at
Bryce Canyon is not mandatory, and visitors are allowed to drive their own vehicles into the park.Cycling is also a great way to get around, and you can ride a bike to every major trailhead. The paved multiuse path that runs through the park goes to the Inspiration Point overlook and, beyond the park, it connects with the Red Canyon Bicycle Trail,
which takes you past even more hoodoos and awesome rock formations outside Bryces boundaries. The Fairyland Loop trail in Bryce Canyon National Park. cb_travel/Shutterstock The best things to do in Bryce Canyon National ParkBryce Canyons hoodoos are the stars of the park, and youll want to spend as much time as you can gawking at them
from every angle and letting your imagination and your feet roam. Many hoodoos here have evocative names, such as Thors Hammer, and the Native Paiute believe that the formations are ancient "Legend People" who were turned to stone as punishment for wrongdoing.Hike the Rim TrailThe Rim Trail, one of Bryce Canyons easiest hikes, traces the
upper edge of the plateau, overlooking the bowl of hoodoos below and linking up several viewpoints. While crowds cluster at these viewpoints because they are also accessible by car, you can walk a short distance along the Rim Trail to admire the scene in solitude.Follow the Queen's GardenNavajo Loop Combination TrailBut you cant leave Bryce
without walking among these iconic formations instead of just seeing them from above. A handful of hiking trails leave the rim and descend into the maze of stunningly sculpted high-mountain desert, threading their way through the hoodoos. The most popular hike in Bryce Canyon National Park is the Queen's GardenNavajo Loop Combination Trail. It
hits Bryces signature features in a relatively short amount of time and starts (or ends) with an iconic series of switchbacks between high ocher-colored canyon walls.Take the Fairyland LoopA quieter and more challenging hiking option is the Fairyland Loop, an eight-mile day hike that gives a good workout thanks to the 1900ft of elevation gain. The
trail meanders around hoodoos, down into washes, up and over saddles and past ancient bristlecone pines that cling to the rocky cliffsides for dear life. Horseback riding in Bryce Canyon National Park. Juan Carlos Munoz/Shutterstock My favorite thing to do: horseback riding throughBryce Canyon National ParkThere are some seriously epic
viewpoints where you can spy on the hoodoos to your hearts content, but I dont think any spot is as cool as surveying the scene from a horse saddle. On my last visit to Bryce Canyon, I signed up for a three-hour horse-riding adventure with Canyon Trail Rides, the park's official concessioner, which takes riders out on Peekaboo Loop from April
through October. My horse for the day was an ornery, sandy-colored boy named Twerp, and our guide added amusing commentary, telling stories and pointing out rock formations along the way.Unless you have your own horse, booking with Canyon Trail Rides is the only way to see this national park from a saddleback perspective. Trail rides book up
quickly, so reserve as far in advance as you can. Even if youre on foot instead of on a horse, the Peekaboo Loop is one of the best hikes in Utah.How much money do I need for Bryce Canyon National Park?The standard entrance pass for Bryce Canyon National Park costs $35 per vehicle or $20 per person if youre visiting on foot or bicycle, and its valid
for seven days. If youre visiting more national parks on a road trip through Utah and beyond, its worth buying the America the Beautiful pass for $80. It's valid for a year at all national parks and federal recreation land across the country for one vehicle or four per-person entry fees arguably one of the best travel deals available.There's a lodge and
two campgrounds inside the park. Bryce Canyon Lodge costs from $200 to $330 per night depending on the season and size of the room. Campgrounds cost $30 a night for both tents and RVs. At certain times of the year, campsites are first-come, first-served, but in the busiest season (mid-May to mid-October), you must book at recreation.gov in
advance. Campground in Bryce Canyon National Park. Don Mammoser/Shutterstock What is the closest city to Bryce Canyon National Park?Bryce Canyon City sits at the entrance to Bryce Canyon National Park. Calling it a city is generous, but it has a handful of hotels and restaurants. The towns of Tropic and Cannonville, east of Bryce Canyon
National Park, have a few more options for both accommodations and eating.Wheres the best place to stay near Bryce Canyon National Park?Bryce Canyon National Park has two in-park campgrounds, as well as the historic Bryce Canyon Lodge, which opened in 1925 and is perfectly set between the Sunrise Point and Sunset Point scenic overlooks,
offering trailheads on your doorstep. Try to book a cabin if one is available these spots are more charming than the motel-style rooms, which feel a little dated (but not in a cute way).South of Cannonville, Bryce Glamp & Camp has gorgeous geodesic domes that feel like a home away from home, with kitchenettes, full bathrooms and plush mattresses.
Wind down in the evening at your own outdoor gas firepit, watching the fading sunset light play on the quiet red-rock landscape. Visitors often drive through the 20-mile-long park, stopping to take in scenic viewpoints. Youll be astonished by the contrast between the red rock formations and the vibrant blue sky.There are endless trails, sites, and
activities to enjoy in Bryce Canyon National Park, though its worth the trip for the view alone. Its a breathtaking sight to gaze over the towering hoodoos as the sun rises on this stretch of unique Utah landscape. But, there are also a lot of unique ways to enjoy the views in this national park.These are some of the most popular things to do and see in
Bryce Canyon National Park. HikingBryce Canyon itself is huge! But the national park includes a variety of unique angles from which to experience the canyon as well as some more secluded scenic areas that you dont want to miss. Hiking is a popular way to explore Bryce Canyon, all year round.There are trails available throughout the park for hikers
of all skill levels. Some trails are short and stay mainly in the upper areas for overlooking the canyon. Others go deep into the canyon and provide more of a challenge. Depending on what youre looking for, you can find the perfect hike for you. Snowshoeing and Cross-Country SkiingDont let a little snow or cooler temperatures stop you from enjoying
the beauty of Bryce Canyon National Park! Many visitors enjoy strapping on some skis or snowshoes and trekking across the same trails available for hiking during the warmer months.Some areas are not accessible when there is snow, but many still are. Snowshoes are generally permitted on the same trails available for hiking during warmer months;
however, cross-country skiing is limited to the Rim Trail and other ski trails on the plateau.Winter is actually a great time to visit Bryce Canyon Country. The crowds are usually a little smaller, but the views are even more incredible when the sunlight sparkles on the snow-covered hoodoos and canyon walls. Just be sure to dress warm! Horseback
RidingAnother fun and unique way to explore the canyon and surrounding area is by horseback. If youre not an experienced rider or dont have horses of your own, you can book a guided ride through the canyon and surrounding area with local outfitters.Many visitors pull in horse-trailers from far and wide to do some trail riding in one of the most
beautiful and scenic areas in the West.Please follow all guidelines if bringing your own horse or mule.Tourists and locals visit Bryce Canyon National Park for a variety of reasons and in a wide variety of ways. Here are the things you should know about visiting Bryce Canyon. Entrance FeesVisitors must pay a fee to access the park. You have the
option to buy regular passes that allow access for up to 7 days or extended use passes. 7-Day PassesThe price for these passes depends on the vehicle you use to enter the park or if you walk in on foot. The fee for one private vehicle and its occupants is $35 (7 days) The fee for an individual on foot or bicycle to enter the park is $20 (7 days) The fee for
a motorcycle is $30 (7 days)Extended Use And Special Passes An annual pass to Bryce Canyon National Park is $70 The America the Beautiful Annual Pass, which allows access into any National Park or Federal Recreation Land, is $80. The America the Beautiful Senior Pass is $20 annually or $80 for a lifetime pass and is for ages 62 and older.You
can purchase any of these passes at the entrance to Bryce Canyon National Park.Please note, the America the Beautiful Access Pass is free to permanently disabled U.S. residents. For more information on passes, visitwww.nps.gov/brca. Campgrounds and FeesThere are two campsites available inside Bryce Canyon National ParkNorth and Sunset
Campgrounds. Setting up camp here puts you a rock throw away from the tall, majestic hoodoos and red-rock amphitheater that make Bryce Canyon National Park famous.Both campgrounds have around 100 camping sites each with fresh water and flush toilets available. TheNorth Campgroundis closer to the visitor center and theSunset
Campgroundis closer to Bryces most popular hiking trails.Both are surrounded by the sweet smell of Ponderosa pine.Sunset Campground is available on a first-come, first-served basis.The North Campground is open all year. It allows reservations from May 27th to October 1st and first come, first serve from October 2nd to May 26th. Camping is $20
a night per tent site. One group campsite is available by reservation only at Sunset Campground. Some pull-through motor-home sites are available.If you think running water is way too civilized when camping, you can take your backpack and be a backcountry camper. Choose from eight campsites along Under-the-Rim Trail or four campsites on the
Riggs Spring Loop Trail. Camp only at designated sites and Leave No Trace. Dispersed camping and open fires are not permitted inside the park.To camp in the backcountry, a backcountry camping permit is required. Backcountry permits are $10/permit + $5/person. You must be over the age of 16 to obtain a permit. Stays can be up to 14 days, and
permits can be reserved up to 48 hours in advance. Permits are issued at the Visitor Center from 8 am to 6 pm or one hour before the Visitor Center closes (whichever is earlier). Visitor CenterWhether you come from near or far, there is plenty of travel information available for you at the Bryce Canyon Visitor Center.The visitor center is open year-
round! Summer hours are 8 am to 8 pm Spring/fall hours are 8 am to 6 pm Winter hours are 8 am to 4:30 pmCheck the visitor center for times of ranger-led walks & talks.Interpretive programs are offered throughout the year, weather permitting. TransportationShuttle service is included in the price of your entrance fee to the park. The Bryce
Canyon shuttle runs from mid-April through mid-October and stops at various scenic locations, lodging, and service areas along its route.You are welcome to drive your vehicle within the park, but we recommend saving gas and taking the shuttle instead of fighting the hustle and bustle of traffic yourself.Limited shuttle service is also available to get
you to Bryce Canyon National Park from the nearby lodging sites. Bryce Canyon National Park ToursIf youd prefer to explore the national park on your own, thats just fine, but keep in mind that there are some exciting and unique ways to see Bryce Canyon and the surrounding area with a guided tour. They are great for tourists or even just locals who
want to see Bryce from a new perspective! Commercial tour fees are based on vehicle capacity for all tour groups and bus companies. Group size is determined by vehicle seating capacity, not the number of actual people in the vehicle. Vehicles with a seating capacity of 26 or greater will be charged a flat fee of $150 Vehicles with a seating capacity
of 16-25 seats will be charged a flat fee of $60.00 Vehicles with a seating capacity of 7-15 seats (Passenger Van) will be charged a flat fee of $50.00 Vehicles with a seating capacity of 1-6 seats will be charged a fee of $30.00 plus a per person fee of $15.00 for those over 16 years (not to exceed $50) Bryce Canyon National Park is beautiful in the
daytime, but seeing it at night is a completely different experience! Free of light pollution, the night sky above Bryce Canyon National Park has the Milky Way on full display with over 7,500 visible stars. The starlight shining down is so bright, youll still see your shadow on the ground in the middle of the night.On Wednesday and Friday evenings from
May to September, trained park rangers and volunteers provide detailed astronomy presentations. You can also enjoy guided night hikes during each months new moon. These exclusive night-time activities at Bryce Canyon are limited to a relatively small number of people, so youll want to make sure to book your spot early. The hoodoos at night are
still beautiful but in an eerie sort of way!Between Memorial Day and October 1st, trained park rangers and volunteers provide guided night sky viewing on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights.Another option is to book a private night sky activity through Dark Ranger Telescope Tours.During the Bryce Canyon Astronomy Festival, more night hikes
are available along with telescope-viewing sessions. These unique Bryce Canyon experiences are fun for the whole family. Aerial Tours of Bryce Canyon National ParkFor a little extra adventure, you can also experience Bryce Canyon from the sky! Aerial tours are available through Bryce Canyon Airlines. You can choose from a variety of aircraft,
including helicopters and open-cockpit biplanes. Learn more about Bryce Canyon aerial tours. Dogs in Bryce Canyon National ParkWhile dogs are not allowed on the unpaved trails of Bryce Canyon, there are many other trails in the area where you and your dog can explore together. Check out the best dog-friendly hikes in Bryce Canyon Country! A
part of the national treasure of the Grand Circle, Bryce Canyon National Park welcomes thousands of visitors each year to explore the geological marvel of hoodoos and natural bridges, like Thors Hammer and the Grand Staircase. Whether youre looking to explore the canyon, or relax in the endless nature, youll find your next getaway in Bryce
Canyon. This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources:"Bryce Canyon National Park"news newspapers books scholar JSTOR (May 2024) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Bryce Canyon
National Park (/bras/) is a national park of the United States located in southwestern Utah. The major feature of the park is Bryce Canyon, which despite its name, is not a canyon, but a collection of giant natural amphitheaters along the eastern side of the Paunsaugunt Plateau. Bryce is distinctive due to geological structures called hoodoos, formed by
frost weathering and stream erosion of the river and lake bed sedimentary rock. The red, orange, and white colors of the rocks provide spectacular views for park visitors. Bryce Canyon National Park is much smaller and sits at a much higher elevation than nearby Zion National Park. The rim at Bryce varies from 8,000 to 9,000 feet (2,400 to
2,700m).Bryce Canyon National ParkIUCN category II (national park)Show map of UtahShow map of the United StatesLocationGarfield County and Kane County, Utah, United StatesNearestcityTropic, PanguitchCoordinates3738N 11210W / 37.64N 112.17W / 37.64; -112.17Area35,835 acres (145.02km?2)[1]EstablishedFebruary25, 1928; 97 years
ago(1928-02-25)Visitors2,354,660 (in2022)[2]GoverningbodyNational Park ServiceWebsitenps.gov/brca The area is in portions of Garfield County[3] and Kane County.[4]The Bryce Canyon area was settled by Mormon pioneers in the 1850s and was named after Ebenezer Bryce, who homesteaded in the area in 1874.[5] The area was originally
designated as a national monument by President Warren G. Harding in 1923 and was redesignated as a national park by Congress in 1928. The park covers 35,835 acres (55.992sqmi; 14,502ha; 145.02km?2)[1] and receives substantially fewer visitors than Zion National Park (nearly 4.3 million in 2016) or Grand Canyon National Park (almost 6 million
in 2016), largely due to Bryce's more remote location. In 2023, Bryce Canyon received 2,461,269.[2]The park is located in southwestern Utah about 50 miles (80km) northeast of and 1,000 feet (300m) higher than Zion National Park.[6][7]Bryce Canyon National Park lies within the Colorado Plateau geographic province of North America and straddles
the southeastern edge of the Paunsaugunt Plateau west of Paunsaugunt Faults (Paunsaugunt is Paiute for "home of the beaver").[8] Park visitors arrive from the plateau and look over its edge toward a valley containing the fault and the Paria River just beyond it (Paria is Paiute for "muddy or elk water"). The edge of the Kaiparowits Plateau bounds
the opposite side of the valley.Bryce Canyon was not formed from erosion initiated from a central stream, meaning it technically is not a canyon. Instead headward erosion excavated large amphitheater-shaped features in the Cenozoic-aged rocks of the Paunsaugunt Plateau.[8] This erosion resulted in delicate and colorful pinnacles called hoodoos
that are up to 200 feet (60m) high. A series of amphitheaters extends more than 20 miles (30km) north-to-south within the park.[8] The largest is Bryce Amphitheater, which is 12 miles (19km) long, 3 miles (5km) wide and 800 feet (240m) deep.[8] A nearby example of amphitheaters with hoodoos in the same formation but at a higher elevation is in
Cedar Breaks National Monument, which is 25 miles (40km) to the west on the Markagunt Plateau.[7]Rainbow Point, the highest part of the park at 9,105 feet (2,775m),[9] is at the end of the 18-mile (29km) scenic drive.[8] From there, Aquarius Plateau, Bryce Amphitheater, the Henry Mountains, the Vermilion Cliffs and the White Cliffs can be seen.
Yellow Creek, where it exits the park in the northeast section, is the lowest part of the park at 6,620 feet (2,020m).[10]Bryce Amphitheater from Sunrise PointAccording to the Kppen climate classification system, the park has a continental climate with warm, dry summers (Dsb). Dsb climates are defined by having their coldest month at a mean
temperature below 32F (0C), all months with a mean temperature below 71.6F (22C), at least four months with a mean temperature above 50F (10C), and three times as much precipitation in the wettest winter month compared to the driest summer month. The plant hardiness zone at the visitor center is 5b with an average annual extreme minimum
air temperature of 10.0F (23.3C).[11]The weather in Bryce Canyon is cooler and receives more precipitation than Zion: a total of 15 to 18 inches (380 to 460mm) per year.[12][10] Yearly temperatures vary from an average minimum of 9F (13C) in January to an average maximum of 83F (28C) in July, but extreme temperatures can range from 30 to
97F (34 to 36C).[10] The record high temperature in the park was 98F (37C) on July 14, 2002. The record low temperature was 26F (32C) on February 6, 1989, and January 13, 1963.Climate data for Bryce Canyon National Park Headquarters, Utah, 19912020 normals, extremes
1959presentMonthJanFebMarAprMayJunJulAugSepOctNovDecYearRecord high F (C)59(15)64(18)67(19)75(24)85(29)95(35)98(37)90(32)89(32)80(27)68(20)60(16)98(37)Mean maximum F (C)48.9(9.4)50.7(10.4)59.0(15.0)67.6(19.8)75.7(24.3)84.1(28.9)87.8(31.0)84.6(29.2)79.6(26.4)70.8(21.6)58.4(14.7)49.3(9.6)88.4(31.3)Mean daily maximum F
(C)36.9(2.7)38.8(3.8)45.8(7.7)53.5(11.9)63.1(17.3)75.1(23.9)80.0(26.7)77.5(25.3)70.1(21.2)58.2(14.6)45.8(7.7)36.8(2.7)56.8(13.8)Daily mean F (C)26.9(2.8)28.6(1.9)34.5(1.4)41.2(5.1)49.9(9.9)59.8(15.4)66.0(18.9)63.7(17.6)55.9(13.3)45.0(7.2)34.3(1.3)26.9(2.8)44.4(6.9)Mean daily minimum F
(C)17.0(8.3)18.4(7.6)23.3(4.8)28.9(1.7)36.6(2.6)44.6(7.0)52.1(11.2)50.0(10.0)41.6(5.3)31.9(0.1)22.8(5.1)17.0(8.3)32.0(0.0)Mean minimum F (C)0.4(18.0)1.1(17.2)7.1(13.8)15.5(9.2)23.1(4.9)31.0(0.6)40.8(4.9)39.7(4.3)27.8(2.3)18.4(7.6)4.7(15.2)1.0(18.3)4.7(20.4)Record low F
(C)26(32)26(32)11(24)3(19)13(11)21(6)28(2)23(5)16(9)0(18)12(24)23(31)26(32)Average precipitation inches (mm)1.91(49)1.70(43)1.27(32)0.77(20)0.91(23)0.47(12)1.55(39)1.94(49)1.78(45)1.73(44)1.28(33)1.34(34)16.65(423)Average snowfall inches
(cm)19.8(50)18.1(46)13.2(34)5.9(15)1.5(3.8)0.2(0.51)0.0(0.0)0.0(0.0)0.0(0.0)3.0(7.6)9.7(25)15.3(39)86.7(220)Average precipitation days ( 0.01 in)6.37.66.25.75.53.28.810.27.05.34.76.276.7Average snowy days ( 0.1 in)6.37.25.53.31.20.10.00.00.01.33.45.734.0Mean monthly sunshine
hours217.0226.0248.0300.0341.0360.0341.0310.0300.0279.0210.0186.03,318Mean daily sunshine hours7881011121110109769Mean daily daylight hours9.910.812.013.214.214.714.513.612.411.210.29.612.2Percentage possible sunshine71746776778276748180696374Average ultraviolet index24681011111085327Source 1: NOAA[13][14]Source 2:
Weather Atlas (sun data)[15]Little is known about early human habitation in the area. Archaeological surveys of the Paunsaugunt Plateau indicate that people have lived in the area for at least 10,000years. Basketmaker Anasazi artifacts thousands of years old were found south of the park. Other artifacts from the Pueblo-period Anasazi and the
Fremont culture (up to the mid-12th century) were found.[16]The Paiute Native Americans moved into the area around the time that the other cultures left.[16] These Native Americans hunted and gathered for most of their food, while supplementing their diet with cultivated plants. The Paiute in developed a mythology surrounding the hoodoos. They
believed that they were the Legend People whom the trickster Coyote turned to stone.[17] One older Paiute said his culture called the hoodoos Anka-ku-was-a-wits, which is Paiute for "red painted faces".[16]Ebenezer Bryce and his family lived in this cabin below Bryce Amphitheater (c.1881)In the late 18th and early 19th century the first European
Americans explored the area.[16] Mormon scouts visited in the 1850s to gauge its potential for agriculture, grazing, and settlement.[16]The first major scientific expedition was led by U.S. Army Major John Wesley Powell in 1872.[16] Powell, along with a team of mapmakers and geologists, surveyed the Sevier and Virgin River area as part of a larger
survey of the Colorado Plateaus. His mapmakers used many Paiute place names.[8]Small groups of Mormon pioneers followed and attempted to settle east of Bryce Canyon along the Paria River. In 1873, the Kanarra Cattle Company started to graze cattle there.[16]The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints sent Scottish immigrant Ebenezer
Bryce and his wife Mary to settle land in the Paria Valley to apply his carpentry skills. The Bryce family settled right below Bryce Amphitheaterthe main collection of hoodoos. Bryce grazed his cattle inside what are now park borders, and reputedly thought that the amphitheaters were a "helluva place to lose a cow."[5] He built a road to the plateau to
retrieve firewood and timber, and a canal to irrigate his crops and water his animals. Other settlers soon started to call the unusual place "Bryce's Canyon", and the name stuck.A combination of drought, overgrazing, and flooding eventually drove the remaining Paiutes from the area and prompted the settlers to attempt to build a water diversion
channel from the Sevier River drainage. That effort failed, leading most settlers, including the Bryce family, to abandon the area.[8] Bryce moved his family to Arizona in 1880.[10] The remaining settlers dug a 10-mile (16km) ditch from the Sevier's east fork into Tropic Valley.[8]Bryce Canyon Lodge was built between 1924 and 1925 from local
materialsThese scenic areas were first described to the public in magazine articles published by Union Pacific and Santa Fe railroads in 1916.[5] Forest Supervisor J. W. Humphrey among others promoted the scenic wonders of Bryce Canyon's amphitheaters, and by 1918 more articles helped to spark interest.[16] However, poor access to the remote
area and the lack of accommodations kept visitation to a bare minimum.Ruby Syrett, Harold Bowman, and the Perry brothers later established lodging and "touring services".[16] Syrett later served as the first postmaster. By the early 1920s, the Union Pacific Railroad became interested in expanding rail service into southwestern Utah to
accommodate tourists.[16]Visitor center in winterConservationists became alarmed by the damage overgrazing, logging, and unregulated visitation was inflicting on the canyon. A movement to protect the area soon started, and National Park Service Director Stephen Mather responded by proposing that Bryce Canyon be made into a state park. The
governor of Utah and the Utah State Legislature lobbied for national protection. Mather relented and sent his recommendation to President Warren G. Harding, who on June 8, 1923, established Bryce Canyon National Monument.[16]A road was built the same year on the plateau to provide access to outlooks over the amphitheaters. From 1924 to
1925, Bryce Canyon Lodge was built from local timber and stone.[18]Members of the United States Congress started work in 1924 on upgrading Bryce Canyon's protection status from national monument to national park to establish Utah National Park.[18] A process led by the Utah Parks Company for transferring ownership of private and state-held
land to the federal government started in 1923.[16] The last of the land was acquired four years later, and on February 25, 1928, Bryce Canyon National Park was established.[19]In 1931, President Herbert Hoover annexed an adjoining area south of the park, and in 1942 an additional 635 acres (257ha) was added.[16] This brought the park's total
area to the ultimate 35,835 acres (14,502ha).[19] Rim Road, a scenic drive, was completed in 1934 by the Civilian Conservation Corps. Park administration was conducted from Zion National Park until 1956 when Bryce Canyon's first superintendent started work.[16]The USS Bryce Canyon, named for the park, served as a supply and repair ship in the
U.S. Pacific Fleet from September 15, 1950, to June 30, 1981.[20]Bryce Canyon Natural History Association (BCNHA) is a non-profit organization, established in 1961.[21] It runs the bookstore inside the park visitor center and support interpretive, educational, and scientific activities. A portion of the profits from all bookstore sales are donated to
public land units.[citation needed] Responding to increased visitation and traffic congestion, NPS implemented a voluntary, summer-only, in-park shuttle system in June 2000. In 2004, reconstruction began on the road system.On April 7, 2020, Bryce Canyon National Park was closed to help prevent the spread of COVID-19,[22] before a phased
reopening started on May 6, 2020.[23]Main article: Geology of the Bryce Canyon areaErosion of sedimentary rocks has created natural archesThe Bryce Canyon area experienced soil deposition that spans from the last part of the Cretaceous period and the first half of the Cenozoic era. The ancient depositional environment varied. Dakota Sandstone
and Tropic Shale were deposited in the warm, shallow waters of the advancing and retreating Cretaceous Seaway (outcrops of these rocks are found just outside park borders).[24]Other formations were created, but mostly eroded away following two major periods of uplift. The Laramide orogeny affected the entire western part of what would become
North America starting about 70million to 50MYA.[19] This event helped to build the Rocky Mountains and in the process closed the Cretaceous Seaway. The Straight Cliffs, Wahweap, and Kaiparowits formations were victims of this uplift. The Colorado Plateaus rose 16MYA and were segmented into plateaus, separated by faults and each having its
own uplift rate.[9]Thor's HammerThis uplift created vertical joints, which over time preferentially eroded. The soft Pink Cliffs of the Claron Formation eroded to form freestanding hoodoo pinnacles in badlands, while the more resistant White Cliffs formed monoliths.[8] The dominant bright orange colors are from hematite (iron oxide; Fe203); the
yellows from limonite (FeO(OH)nH20); and the purples are from pyrolusite (Mn02).[25][26]Bryce Canyon has extensive fir forestsMore than 400 native plant species live in the park. The three life zones in the park are based on elevation:[18] The lowest areas are dominated by dwarf forests of pinyon pine and juniper with manzanita, serviceberry,
and antelope bitterbrush in between. Aspen, cottonwood, water birch, and willow grow along streams. Ponderosa pine forests cover the mid-elevations with blue spruce and Douglas fir in water-rich areas and manzanita and bitterbrush as underbrush. Douglas fir and white fir, along with aspen and Engelmann spruce, make up the forests on the
Paunsaugunt Plateau. The harshest areas have limber pine and ancient Great Basin bristlecone pine, some more than 1,600years old.[17]The forests and meadows support diverse animal life including foxes, badgers, porcupines, elk, skunks, black bears, bobcats, and woodpeckers.[17] Mule deer are the most common large mammals.[17] Elk and
pronghorn, which have been reintroduced nearby, sometimes appear.[17]A mule deer fawnThe park forms part of the habitat of three wildlife species listed under the Endangered Species Act: the Utah prairie dog, the California condor, and the southwestern willow flycatcher.[27] The Utah prairie dog is a threatened species that was reintroduced to
the park. The largest protected population is found in the park.[28]About 170 species of birds visit the park each year, including swifts and swallows.[10] Most species migrate to warmer regions in winter, although jays, ravens, nuthatches, eagles, and owls do not.[17] In winter, the mule deer, cougars, and coyotes migrate to lower elevations.[17]
Ground squirrels and marmots pass the winter in hibernation.[17]Eleven species of reptiles and four species of amphibians have been found.[29] Reptiles include the Great Basin rattlesnake, short-horned lizard, side-blotched lizard, striped whipsnake, and amphibians include the tiger salamander.[29]Also in the park are the black, lumpy, very slow-
growing colonies of cryptobiotic soil, which are a mix of lichens, algae, fungi, and cyanobacteria. Together these organisms slow erosion, add nitrogen to the soil, and help it to retain moisture.Snowshoes are required for winter hikingMost park visitors travel the scenic drive, which provides access to 13 viewpoints over the amphitheaters.In total, 50
miles (80km) of trails criss-cross the park.[citation needed] Bryce Canyon has eight marked and maintained day hikes:[30]Easy to moderate hikesMossy Cave (one hour, State Route 12 northwest of Tropic)Rim Trail (56 hours, anywhere on the rim)Bristlecone Loop (one hour, Rainbow Point), and Queens Garden (12 hours, Sunrise Point)Moderate
hikesNavajo Loop (12 hours, Sunset Point)Tower Bridge (23 hours, north of Sunrise Point)Strenuous hikesFairyland Loop (45 hours, Fairyland Point)Peekaboo Loop (34 hours, Bryce Point)Several of the trails intersect, allowing hikers to arrange routes for more challenging hikes.The park has two trails designated for overnight trips: the 9-mile (14km)
Riggs Spring Loop Trail and the 23-mile (37km) Under-the-Rim Trail.[30] Both require a backcountry camping permit.Horseback riders in the parkMore than 10 miles (16km) of marked but ungroomed skiing trails are available off of Fairyland, Paria, and Rim trails. Twenty miles (32km) of connecting groomed ski trails are in nearby Dixie National
Forest and Ruby's Inn.[citation needed]The air is so clear that on most days Navajo Mountain and the Kaibab Plateau can be seen 90 miles (140km) away in Arizona from Yovimpa and Rainbow points.[31] On clear days, the Black Mesas of eastern Arizona and western New Mexico can be seen some 160 miles (260km) away.[31]The park has a
7.4magnitude night sky, one of the darkest in North America.[10] Stargazers can, therefore, see 7,500 stars, while in most places fewer than 2,000 can be seen due to light pollution, and in many large cities only a few dozen are visible. Park rangers host public stargazing events and evening programs on astronomy, nocturnal animals, and night sky
protection. The Bryce Canyon Astronomy Festival, typically held in June, attracts thousands of visitors. In honor of this festival, Asteroid 49272 was named after the national park.[32]The two campgrounds are North Campground and Sunset Campground.[33] Loop A in North Campground is open year-round. Additional loops and Sunset Campground
are open from late spring to early autumn. The 114-room Bryce Canyon Lodge is another way to stay overnight.[34]List of national parks of the United States”™ a b "Listing of acreage December 31, 2011" (XLSX). Land Resource Division, National Park Service. Retrieved March 6, 2012. (National Park Service Acreage Reports)”™ a b "NPS Annual
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Hoodoos (irregular columns of rock) exist on every continent, but here is the largest concentration found anywhere on Earth. Situated along a high plateau at the top of the Grand Staircase, the park's high elevations include numerous life communities, fantastic dark skies, and geological wonders that defy description.Read MoreSearch TripsWhen
people talk about Bryce Canyon National Park, the first image that comes to mind is likely a sea of hoodoosfiery orange rock spires sculpted by nature over millions of years. Its unlike anywhere else on Earth. But to truly soak in the magic of this giant outdoor amphitheater, picking the right time to visit is absolutely crucial.Because of its high
elevation (8,000 to 9,000 feet / 2,400 to 2,700 meters), the weather in Bryce Canyon can be wildly unpredictable. A trip in May could be sunny and warm, or you could get a surprise snowstorm. A hot July day can quickly turn into a thunderstorm. So, when is the ideal time? Honestly, every season has its own magic, but heres what you need to know to
make your own choice.If someone asked me to pick just one time to visit Bryce, I wouldnt hesitate: autumn. This is the golden window.The air is crisp and cool. The summer heat is gone, replaced by days with the perfect temperature for hiking. You can comfortably explore iconic trails like the Queens Garden and Navajo Loop without sweating
buckets or worrying about heatstroke. The sky is often an incredible, deep blue, which makes the orange of the rock formations pop.The summer crowds have significantly thinned out. Youll have more room to breathe, to contemplate, and to take photos that dont have strangers in them. Parking is no longer a battle, and you can feel the true serenity
of the park. While an early snow is always possible in late October, its generally the most stable and pleasant time to be there.Spring in Bryce Canyon is a season of transition. The park is stirring and waking from its long winter. The snow begins to melt, and the trails below the rim slowly start to emerge. Daytime temperatures become pleasant,
making it great for outdoor activity.However, dynamic is the key word here. The weather can be extremely unpredictable. A beautiful day can quickly be replaced by a sudden snowstorm, even in May. Trails can be muddy from the thaw. You need to pack layers and be prepared for anything.The big plus is that the park isnt overly crowded yet, and
watching it come back to life after winter is a fantastic experience. If you dont mind a bit of adventure and weather uncertainty, spring can be incredibly rewarding.This is Bryce Canyons peak season. All roads and services are open, and the long days give you plenty of time to explore. The weather is warm, and its the most reliable time of year to
avoid snow.The biggest catch? The crowds. The park is extremely busy. Finding a parking spot at popular overlooks like Sunrise or Sunset Point after 9 a.m. is nearly impossible. Using the parks free shuttle bus isnt just a suggestion; its almost a requirement for getting around smoothly.Another hazard to be aware of is the afternoon thunderstorms,
especially in July and August. They arrive quickly and bring lightning, which is extremely dangerous when youre on the exposed rim or down in the canyon. The universal advice is sound: start your long hikes early in the morning and plan to be done before early afternoon.For some, this is the most magical time of all. Imagine the fiery orange hoodoos
perfectly contrasted against a blanket of pure white snow. The scene is truly otherworldly.Winter in Bryce is unbelievably quiet. You can stand at an overlook and hear nothing but the sound of the wind. This is the time for those seeking solitude and a unique kind of beauty.Of course, you must be prepared for the cold. Nighttime temperatures can
drop dramatically. Some park roads may temporarily close during and after snowstorms. To hike below the rim, you will almost certainly need traction devices like microspikes or Yaktrax, as the trails become icy and slick. But if youre properly equipped, a snowshoe trek along the rim or a hike among the snow-dusted hoodoos is an unforgettable
memory.For the best weather and fewest crowds: September.For photographers: Fall (golden light) and Winter (snow contrast).For hikers: Fall and late Spring.If you can only go in summer: Get an early start each day and use the park shuttle.For a unique and quiet experience: Winter (but prepare for cold and ice).No matter when you choose to go,
Bryce Canyon will leave you in awe. Its beauty is constant; its just how you experience it that changes with the seasons. Choose your own adventure! Right outside of the national park, Bryce Canyon City is most known as the home to Ruby's Inn, which offers lodging, camping, guided experiences, annual events, dining and a general store. This area is
also a stop along the free Bryce Canyon Shuttle route.
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