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The	literature	review	is	a	pivotal	component	of	a	PhD	thesis,	requiring	a	deep	understanding	of	existing	research,	critical	analysis,	and	the	ability	to	position	your	study	within	the	broader	academic	discussion.	A	well-structured	literature	review	not	only	summarizes	major	theories	and	findings	but	also	identifies	gaps	in	the	literature,	establishes	a
theoretical	framework,	and	demonstrates	how	your	research	contributes	to	ongoing	debates.	Choosing	the	right	structure	for	your	literature	review	is	crucial	in	presenting	your	findings	effectively.	This	involves	selecting	from	four	main	approaches:	Thematic,	Chronological,	Methodological,	or	Systematic	Review.	A	**Thematic	Structure**	is	suitable
when	examining	multiple	debates	or	theories	related	to	a	specific	topic.	It	helps	highlight	key	academic	discussions	in	your	field	by	grouping	relevant	studies	under	overarching	themes.	For	instance,	if	you're	analyzing	the	works	of	authors	like	Duras	and	their	depiction	of	historical	memory	and	national	belonging,	a	thematic	structure	would	be
fitting.	A	**Chronological	Structure**	presents	research	in	order	of	publication,	showcasing	how	ideas	have	evolved	over	time.	This	approach	is	useful	when	tracing	the	development	of	an	idea	or	concept	within	your	chosen	field.	For	example,	if	you're	researching	existentialist	writings	from	1950s-1970s	to	postcolonial	perspectives	emerging	in	the
1980s-1990s	and	finally	examining	contemporary	fiction's	engagement	with	national	identity	from	the	2000s-present.	A	**Methodological	Structure**	is	appropriate	when	comparing	different	research	methods	used	in	studying	a	particular	topic.	It	groups	studies	based	on	their	approaches,	making	it	easier	to	compare	and	contrast	various
methodologies.	This	could	involve	categorizing	studies	into	textual	analysis,	sociocultural	studies,	or	comparative	literature	approaches.	Lastly,	a	**Systematic	Review	Structure**	is	one	of	the	most	rigorous	and	structured	approaches.	It	synthesizes	existing	research	using	a	transparent	methodology,	ideal	for	summarizing	large	volumes	of	literature
in	a	comprehensive	manner.	This	involves	defining	a	research	question,	developing	a	search	strategy,	selecting	relevant	studies	based	on	criteria	such	as	relevance,	methodology,	and	credibility,	extracting	and	synthesizing	key	findings,	and	concluding	with	an	analysis	of	gaps	in	the	current	literature.	The	conclusion	of	your	literature	review	should
summarize	your	main	themes,	highlight	gaps	in	the	research,	and	justify	how	your	study	will	address	these	gaps.	This	section	is	crucial	as	it	provides	a	clear	direction	for	future	research,	contributing	to	the	advancement	of	knowledge	within	your	field.	extensively	examined	existentialism	and	postcolonial	identity	in	French	literature,	yet	contemporary
authors	have	been	less	attentive	to	exploring	how	these	themes	are	reinterpreted	globally	today.	This	study	aims	to	bridge	this	gap	by	analyzing	the	representation	of	national	identity	in	21st-century	French	fiction.	Writing	a	literature	review	involves	synthesizing	existing	research	on	a	specific	topic,	providing	an	overview	of	current	knowledge,	and
identifying	areas	for	further	investigation.	A	well-crafted	lit	review	can	be	a	standalone	piece	or	part	of	a	larger	research	paper	or	scholarly	article.	A	typical	literature	review	follows	the	introduction-body-conclusion	structure:	*	**Introduction**:	Introduce	your	topic	and	thesis	statement,	providing	an	overview	of	what	will	be	discussed.	This	section
may	also	include	a	forecast	of	key	topics	or	texts	that	will	appear	in	the	review.	*	**Body**:	*	Summarize	and	synthesize:	Provide	an	overview	of	the	main	points	of	each	source	and	combine	them	into	a	coherent	whole.	*	Analyze	and	interpret:	Don't	just	paraphrase	other	researchers	-	add	your	own	interpretations	where	possible,	discussing	the
significance	of	findings	in	relation	to	the	literature	as	a	whole.	*	Critically	Evaluate:	Mention	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	your	sources.	Write	in	well-structured	paragraphs	using	transition	words	and	topic	sentence	to	draw	connections,	comparisons,	and	contrasts.	*	**Conclusion**:	Summarize	the	key	findings	you	have	taken	from	the	literature
and	emphasize	their	significance,	connecting	it	back	to	your	primary	research	question.	Lit	reviews	can	be	organized	in	various	ways	depending	on	what	you	are	trying	to	accomplish	with	the	review:	*	**Chronological**:	Trace	the	development	of	the	topic	over	time.	This	helps	familiarize	the	audience	with	the	topic	and	is	useful	for	introducing
something	that	is	not	commonly	known	in	your	field.	*	**Thematic**:	Organize	sources	around	a	specific	theme	or	subtopic,	such	as	discussing	different	methods	used	to	achieve	a	particular	outcome.	*	**Methodological**:	Focus	on	the	research	methodology	used	across	studies,	comparing	and	contrasting	different	approaches.	Given	article	text	here
You	have	a	specific	way	of	doing	this,	and	you	can	establish	your	intellectual	background	in	the	literature	review	section	of	an	article,	setting	the	tone	for	how	you	want	your	readers	to	perceive	your	ideas.	By	choosing	influential	thinkers	and	definitions	that	align	with	your	perspective,	you	create	an	engaging	narrative	that	takes	readers	on	your
thought	journey,	making	the	literature	review	more	than	just	a	summary	of	existing	research.

How	long	should	a	conclusion	be	in	a	literature	review.	Does	a	literature	review	need	a	conclusion.	Does	a	literature	review	have	a	conclusion.	How	to	write	a	conclusion	for	literature	review.	Should	conclusion	include	literature.	Literature	review	conclusion.


