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Covid	test	expiration	dates	extended

Español	Many	COVID-19	tests	have	extended	expiration	dates,	so	you	may	be	able	to	use	your	COVID-19	tests	after	the	expiration	date	that	is	printed	on	the	box.	To	find	out	if	your	test	has	an	extended	expiration	date,	check	the	list	of	extended	expiration	dates.	On	this	page:General	Information	About	At-Home	OTC	COVID-19	Diagnostic	Tests	At-
home	over-the-counter	(OTC)	COVID-19	diagnostic	tests	can	show	if	you	have	an	active	COVID-19	infection.These	at-home	OTC	COVID-19	diagnostic	tests	are	FDA	authorized	for	self-testing	at	home	(or	in	other	locations)	without	a	prescription.	Tests	are	available	online	or	at	local	stores	and		you	collect	your	own	sample,	perform	the	test,	and	read
the	result	yourself	without	the	need	to	send	a	sample	to	a	laboratory.With	most	at-home	OTC	COVID-19	diagnostic	tests,	you	should	repeat	testing	following	a	negative	result,	whether	you	have	symptoms	or	not,	to	reduce	your	risk	of	a	false	negative	test	result.	The	FDA	encourages	you	to	voluntarily	and	anonymously	report	your	positive	or	negative
test	results	every	time	you	use	an	at-home	COVID-19	test.	You	can	send	your	test	result	to	MakeMyTestCount.org	or	use	an	app	or	other	digital	option	for	self-reporting	that	may	be	included	with	your	test.	For	additional	information	on	reading	and	understanding	your	test	results,	see	Understanding	At-Home	OTC	COVID-19	Antigen	Diagnostic	Test
Results.For	more	information,	including	answers	to	frequently	asked	general	questions	about	at-home	COVID-19	diagnostic	tests,	visit	At-Home	COVID-19	Diagnostic	Tests:	Frequently	Asked	Questions.Authorized	At-Home	OTC	COVID-19	Diagnostic	Tests	and	Expiration	DatesThe	table	below	is	updated	regularly	and	lists	FDA-authorized	at-home	OTC
COVID-19	diagnostic	tests,	including	information	on	expiration	dates,	who	can	use	the	test,	links	to	home	use	instructions	for	each	test,	and	other	details	that	may	help	you	decide	what	test	is	right	for	you.	For	additional	information	about	each	Emergency	Use	Authorization	(EUA),	see	In	Vitro	Diagnostics	EUAs:	Tables	of	IVD	EUAs.In	the	table	below,
the	"Expiration	Date"	column	lists	where	to	find	the	expiration	date	for	that	test,	and	the	"Other	Details"	column	lists	the	shelf-life	for	the	test.	The	shelf-life	is	how	long	the	test	should	work	as	expected	and	is	measured	from	the	date	the	test	was	manufactured.	The	expiration	date	is	set	at	the	end	of	the	shelf-life	and	is	the	date	through	which	the	test
is	expected	to	perform	as	accurately	as	when	manufactured.	In	some	cases,	the	expiration	date	for	a	test	may	be	extended.An	extended	expiration	date	means	the	manufacturer	provided	data	showing	that	the	shelf-life	is	longer	than	was	known	when	the	test	was	first	authorized.	For	more	information	about	how	the	expiration	date	is	determined	and
why	it	may	be	extended,	see	the	At-Home	COVID-19	Diagnostic	Tests:	Frequently	Asked	Questions.To	see	if	the	expiration	date	for	your	at-home	OTC	COVID-19	test	has	been	extended,	first	find	the	row	in	the	below	table	that	matches	the	manufacturer	and	test	name	shown	on	the	box	label	of	your	test.	If	the	expiration	date	has	been	extended,	then
the	Expiration	Date	column	states	"Extended	Expiration	Date"	and	links	to	a	document	that	lists	the	lot	numbers,	original	expiration	dates,	and	the	extended	expiration	dates.	If	your	lot	number	and/or	original	expiration	date	do	not	appear,	or	if	the	Expiration	Date	column	states	“Expiration	Date:	See	box	label,”	do	not	use	the	test	beyond	the	original
expiration	date	on	your	test.	Search	the	table	below	by	manufacturer,	test	name,	or	other	details	shown	in	the	table	to	find	more	information	on	the	test,	including	if	the	expiration	date	has	been	extended.	To	see	complete	information	on	smaller	screens,	select	the	blue	plus	(+)	button	beside	the	test	name.Manufacturer	and	Test	Name	(Links	to
Instructions	for	Use)Expiration	DateWho	can	use	this	test:	SymptomsWho	can	use	this	test:	AgeOther	DetailsAbbott	Diagnostics	Scarborough,	Inc.:BinaxNOW	COVID-19	Ag	Card	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test
is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	15	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabRequires	supervision	of	a	telehealth	proctor	and	a	smartphone	or	computerResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	22	monthsAbbott	Diagnostics	Scarborough,	Inc.:BinaxNOW	COVID-19	Antigen	Self	Test
People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	15	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:
22	monthsAccess	Bio,	Inc.:CareStart	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	Alternate	brand	name:	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	daysPeople	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing)Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabSmartphone
optionalAlternate	brand	name:	On/go	COVID-19	Antigen	Self-TestResults	in	10	minutesShelf	Life:	21	monthsACON	Laboratories,	Inc:Flowflex	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	Alternate	brand	name:	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	daysPeople	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing)Age
14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabSmartphone	optionalAlternate	brand	name:	On/Go	One	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	TestResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsAptitude	Medical	Systems	Inc.:Metrix	COVID-19	Test	People	with	or	without	symptomsAge	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older
when	collected	by	an	adultMolecular	testNasal	swabSalivaRequires	a	Metrix	Reader	(sold	separately)Smartphone	optionalResults	in	30	minutesShelf	Life:	18	MonthsCorDx,	Inc.CorDx	TyFast	Flu	A/B	&	COVID-19	At	Home	Multiplex	Rapid	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three
days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adult	Antigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	10	minutesShelf	Life:	19	monthsCTK	Biotech,	Inc.:	ImmuView	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial
testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	20	monthsEllume	Limited:Ellume	COVID-19	Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that
began	within	the	last	4	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	16	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testMid-turbinate	nasal	swabRequires	a	SmartphoneResults	in	15
minutesShelf	Life:	12	monthsGenabio	Diagnostics	Inc.:Genabio	COVID-19	Rapid	Self-Test	Kit	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing)Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an
adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsiHealth	Labs,	Inc.:iHealth	COVID-19	Antigen	Rapid	Test	Alternate	brand	name:	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over
five	days	(serial	testing).Age	15	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabSmartphone	optionalResults	in	15	minutesAlternate	brand	name:	GoodToKnow	COVID-19	Antigen	Rapid	TestAlternate	brand	name:	GoToKnow	COVID-19	Antigen	Rapid	TestShelf	Life:	15	monthsInBios	International	Inc:SCoV-2	Ag
Detect	Rapid	Self-Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in
20	minutesShelf	Life:	13	monthsImmunostics	Inc.:	Swab-N-Go	Home	Test	COVID-19	Ag		Expiration	Date:	See	box	label	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14
years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutes	Shelf	Life:	20	months	Pfizer	Inc:Lucira	CHECK-IT	COVID-19	Test	Kit	People	with	or	without	symptomsAge	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultMolecular	testNasal	swabSmartphone	optionalResults	in	30
minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsMaxim	Biomedical,	Inc.:MaximBio	ClearDetect	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and
olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsMologic,	Inc.:COVI-Go	SARS-CoV-2	Ag	Self-Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.
The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	20	minutesShelf	Life:	6	monthsOraSure	Technologies,	Inc.:InteliSwab	COVID-19	Rapid	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed
two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	18	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabSmartphone	optionalResults	in	30	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsOSANG	LLC:OHC	COVID-19	Antigen	Self	Test
Alternate	brand	name:	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing)Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabAlternate
brand	name:	QuickFinder	COVID-19	Antigen	Self	TestResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsOSANG	LLC:QuickFinder	COVID-19/Flu	Antigen	Self	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	4	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an
adult	Antigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsPHASE	Scientific	International,	Ltd.:INDICAID	COVID-19	Rapid	Antigen	At-Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times
over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	20	minutesShelf	Life:	15	monthsQuidel	Corporation:QuickVue	At-Home	OTC	COVID-19	Test	Alternative	Brand	Names:	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times
over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabAlternative	Brand	Names:	CVS	Health	At	Home	COVID-19	Test	Kit	and	Walgreens	At-Home	COVID-19	Test	KetResults	in	10
minutesShelf	Life:	16	monthsWatmind	USA:	Speedy	Swab	Rapid	COVID-19	+	Flu	A&B	Antigen	Self-Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal
swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsSD	Biosensor,	Inc.:Pilot	COVID-19	At-Home	Test	1	FDA	Safety	Communication	-	Recall	of	Certain	LotsPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five
days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	20	minutesTelehealth	Proctor	Supervised	(optional)Shelf	Life:	16	monthsSiemens	Healthineers:CLINITEST	Rapid	COVID-19	Antigen	Self-Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be
performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesSmartphone/Web	access	(optional)Shelf	Life:	24	monthsWatmind	USA:Speedy	Swab
Rapid	COVID-19	Antigen	Self-Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing)People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal
swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	21	monthsXiamen	Boson	Biotech	Co.,	Ltd.:Rapid	SARS-CoV-2	Antigen	Test	Card	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14
years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsSEKISUI	Diagnostics,	LLC.:OSOM	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial
testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	11	monthsBeijing	Hotgen	Biotech	Co.,	Ltd.:Hotgen	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began
within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	10	monthsCorDX,	Inc.:CorDx
COVID-19	Ag	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adult	Antigen
testNasal	swabResults	in	10-30	minutesShelf	Life:	15	monthsAzure	Biotech	Inc.:Fastep	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five
days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsOceanit	Foundry	LLC:ASSURE-100	Rapid	COVID-19	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three
days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	20-30	minutesShelf	Life:	12	monthsAdvin	Biotech	Inc.:Advin	COVID-19	Antigen	Test	@Home	People	with	symptoms	that	began
within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:		24	monthsGenBody
Inc.:GenBody	COVID-19	Ag	Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when
collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-20	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsAzure	Biotech,	Inc.:Azure	FaStep®	COVID-19	Antigen	Pen	Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The
test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adult	Antigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	21	monthsPfizer	Inc.:Lucira	by	Pfizer	COVID-19	&	Flu	Home	Test	Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultMolecular
testNasal	swabResults	in	30	minutesShelf	Life:	18	monthsPrinceton	BioMeditech	Corp:Status	COVID-19	Antigen	Rapid	Test	for	Home	Use	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed
three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	24	monthsNano-Ditech	Corporation:Nano-Check	COVID-19	Antigen	At-Home	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	label	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The	test	is
to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adult	Antigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutes	Shelf	Life:	6	months	BioTeke	USA,	LLC:Bio-Self	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test
Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelPeople	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	7	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).People	without	symptoms.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	three	times	over	five	days	(serial	testing)Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal
swabResults	in	15-30	minutesShelf	Life:	12	months3EO	Health,	Inc.:3EO	Health	COVID-19	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelAge	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultMolecular	testNasal	swabResults	in	30	minutesShelf	Life:	4	monthsSEKISUI	Diagnostics,	LLC:OSOM	Flu	SARS-CoV-2	Combo	Home	Test	People	with
symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	4	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	10-30	minutesShelf	Life:	12	monthsWondfo	USA	Co.,	Ltd.WELLlife	COVID-19	/	Influenza	A&B	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms
that	began	within	the	last	5	days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	10	minutesShelf	Life:	10	monthsiHealth	Labs,	Inc.:iHealth	COVID-19/Flu	A&B	Rapid	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	4
days.	The	test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adultAntigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	17	monthsACON	Laboratories,	Inc.:Flowflex	Plus	COVID-19	and	Flu	A/B	Home	Test	People	with	symptoms	that	began	within	the	last	6	days.	The
test	is	to	be	performed	two	times	over	three	days	(serial	testing).Age	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected	by	an	adult	Antigen	testNasal	swabResults	in	15	minutesShelf	Life:	21	monthsAptitude	Medical	Systems	Inc.:	Metrix	COVID/Flu	Test	Expiration	Date:	See	box	labelAge	14	years	and	olderAge	2	years	and	older	when	collected
by	an	adult	Molecular	testNasal	swabResults	in	20	minutesShelf	Life:	12	monthsRelated	Information:	With	COVID-19	cases	on	the	rise	again	in	the	U.S.,	Americans	are	reviving	a	familiar	precautionary	measure:	Screening	for	the	virus	using	rapid	at-home	tests.Many	people	still	have	kits	the	government	formerly	provided	to	all	households	for	free,
especially	as	some	schools	and	businesses	again	require	tests.	Yet	different	COVID-19	tests	bear	expiration	dates	on	their	packaging	that	have	long	since	passed,	raising	questions	about	whether	they're	still	effective.	Once	in	short	supply,	test	kits	are	now	easier	to	come	by,	but	they	can	be	costly	in	stores,	roughly	$25	for	a	pack	of	two	tests.	It's	also
possible	for	both	insured	and	uninsured	people	to	get	free	testing.If	you	still	have	any	older	tests	stored	away,	the	good	news	is	that	some	COVID-19	test	kits	that	are	past	their	expiration	dates	may	still	be	effective.	Here's	how	to	find	out	if	your		COVID-19	test	is	safe	to	use.	Why	did	the	FDA	extend	expiration	dates?The	Food	and	Drug	Administration
maintains	a	list	of	authorized	over-the-counter		COVID-19	diagnostic	tests	that	indicate	if	the	expiration	date	printed	on	their	packaging	is	valid	or	if	it	has	been	extended.		The	FDA	has	extended	the	expiration	dates	of	several	different	test	brands,	lengthening	their	shelf	lives	to	up	to	two	years.	The	extensions	come	in	response	to	manufacturers
testing	their	kits	for	accuracy	beyond	their	printed	expiration	dates	and	sharing	the	results	with	the	FDA.	See	the	FDA's	full	list	of	test-kit	expiration	date	extensions	here.	Which	test	brands	can	you	use	after	they've	"expired"?Abbott's	widely	used	BinaxNow	COVID-19	test	kits	now	have	a	shelf	life	of	up	to	22	months,	depending	on	when	the	tests
were	manufactured.	In	January	of	2023,	the	pharmaceutical	firm	told	customers	that	kits	they'd	previously	purchased	"may	now	have	a	longer	than	labeled	product	expiry	date."	To	see	if	a	BinaxNOW	COVID-19	Antigen	Self	Test	kit	in	your	possession	has	a	new	expiration	date,	you	can	search	for	its	lot	number	in	the	attached	list	here."All	BinaxNOW
COVID-19	Antigen	Self	Test	kits	currently	have	a	twenty-two-month	expiry	date,"	the	company	said.	Abbott	added	that	expiration	dates	could	be	extended	again	in	the	future,	pending	new	data	on	their	viability.	The	Flowflex	COVID-19	Antigen	Home	Test	from	Acon	Laboratories	can	also	be	used	well	past	its	printed	expiration	date,	according	to	the
FDA,	which	granted	the	extension	in	March.	The	tests	are	good	for	an	additional	year	past	their	expiration	dates.	For	example,	tests	with	printed	"October	2022"	expiration	dates	should	be	considered	appropriate	for	usage	until	October	2023.	What	happens	if	a	COVID-19	test	is	truly	expired?Users	of	other	tests,	like	Ellume's	COVID-19	Home	Test,
should	refer	to	the	expiration	date	printed	on	the	tests'	packaging.	If	a	test	truly	has	expired,	the	results	it	delivers	cannot	be	trusted,	according	to	the	FDA."COVID-19	tests	and	the	parts	they	are	made	of	may	degrade,	or	break	down,	over	time.	Because	of	this,	expired	test	kits	could	give	inaccurate	or	invalid	test	results,"	the	FDA	said	in	a	statement
on	its	website.		In:	Health	COVID-19	Food	and	Drug	Administration	Coronavirus	Megan	Cerullo	Megan	Cerullo	is	a	New	York-based	reporter	for	CBS	MoneyWatch	covering	small	business,	workplace,	health	care,	consumer	spending	and	personal	finance	topics.	She	regularly	appears	on	CBS	News	24/7	to	discuss	her	reporting.


