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You don’t need to read an entire English book to learn. A good English short story is often enough!Stories are all about going beyond reality, and these classics will not only improve your English reading but also open your mind to different worlds.Contents 1. “The Tortoise and the Hare” by AesopThis classic fable (story) is about a very slow tortoise
(turtle) and a speedy hare (rabbit). The tortoise challenges the hare to a race. The hare laughs at the idea that a tortoise could run faster than him, but the race ends with a surprising result.Have you ever heard the English expression, “Slow and steady wins the race”? This story is the basis for that common phrase. You can read it for free, along with
a number of other stories in this list! 2. “The Ant and the Grasshopper” by AesopThis is another great story that teaches a lesson that’s written for kids but adults can enjoy, too. The story tells of a grasshopper who lounges around all summer while his friend the ant prepares for the winter. When winter comes, the two friends end up in very different
situations!The moral is that those who save up during the good times will get to enjoy the benefits when times are bad. 3. “White Wing: The Tale of the Doves and the Hunter”This very short story from India was originally written in Sanskrit (an ancient language). When a group of doves is caught in a hunter’s net, they must work together as a team to
escape from the hunter’s clutches.You can listen to a reading of the story as you read along on this website. 4. “Royal Servant”In this story, an old man sets out to ask an African king to dig some wells in his village when their water runs dry. But first, he teaches the king a lesson in humility by showing him how all people help each other. Read the
story to see how the clever old man gets the king to do as he asks! 5. “Emily’s Secret”This is a modern-day story about a little girl with a big secret she can’t tell anyone about. When her teacher finds out her secret, they work together to fix the issue.This story is a good choice for absolute beginners, because it uses only the present tense. It’s also
written in very basic English with simple vocabulary and short sentences. 6. “The Bogey Beast” by Flora Annie SteelThe woman in this story finds a pot of treasure on her walk home. As she carries it home, the treasure keeps changing, becoming things of lesser value.However, the woman’s enthusiasm makes her see only the positive after each
change, which would have upset anyone else. Her positive personality tries to make every negative situation seem like a gift!This story shows how important it is to look at things from a positive point of view. Instead of being disappointed in what we don’t have, this story reminds us to view what we do have as blessings. 7. “Love Is in the Air”This
modern story is about a young woman named Penny who is anxious about going to her family’s annual reunion barbecue. But despite screaming children and arguing cousins, Penny ends up happy that she came to the reunion when she starts a conversation with a handsome man.The story is written in simple English, using only the present tense, so
it’s perfect for beginners. 8. “The Tale of Johnny Town-Mouse” by Beatrix PotterThis classic children’s story is about two mice, one from the country and one from the city. Both mice think that the other mouse is so lucky to live in what they think is a wonderful place!The two mice decide to visit each other in their homes. It turns out that the country
mouse has a difficult time in the city, and the city mouse struggles in the country.In the end, they realize that they believed the old English saying: “The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.” In other words, each mouse thought the other had a better life, only to discover that they actually preferred their own life! 9. “Paul Bunyan”
adapted by George GrowThe story of Paul Bunyan has been around in the United States for many years. He’s the symbol of American frontier life, showing the ideal strength, work ethic and good morality that Americans work hard to imitate.Paul Bunyan is considered a legend, so stories about him are full of unusual details, such as eating 50 eggs in
one day and being so big that he caused an earthquake. It can be a pretty funny read, with characters such as a blue ox and a reversible dog.This version of the story is also meant to be read out loud, so it’s fast-paced and entertaining. This website has an audio recording with the story, which you can play at slower or faster speeds. 10. “Cinderella”
by Charles PerraultYou may already know the story of Cinderella, whether you saw the Disney movie or read a children’s book of it. However, there are actually many different versions of “Cinderella.” This one by Charles Perrault is the most well-known and is often the version told to children.“Cinderella” is a beloved story because it describes how a
kind and hard-working person was able to get a happy ending. Even though Cinderella’s stepsisters treated her awfully, Cinderella herself remained gentle and humble. It goes to show that even though you may experience hardships, it’s important to stay kind, forgiving and mindful. 11. “Little Red Riding Hood” Adapted by the British CouncilThis is a
story that every English-speaking child knows. It’s about a little girl who meets a wolf in the forest while going to see her sick grandmother. The wolf pretends to be her grandmother in order to trick the little girl.This story is presented by the British Council as a video with the text clearly spoken. You can then play a game to rearrange the sentences
below the video into the correct order, read the text of the story in a PDF file and answer some activity questions (then check your answers with the provided answer sheet.This website has many other stories you can read and listen to, like “Circus Story” by Sue Clarke, which is an excellent option for learning animal vocabulary, and even adaptations
of Shakespeare plays for younger readers. 12. “The Lottery” by Shirley JacksonEvery year, the small town in this story holds an event known as “The Lottery.” During this event, someone from the community is randomly chosen.What are they chosen for? You’ll have to read the story to find out.You may have heard of the term “mob mentality” and how
it can allow for some pretty surprising (and terrible) things to happen. This classic story looks at society, and how much evil people are willing to overlook to keep their society stable.This is considered to be one of the most famous short stories in American literature. It’s a great example of what is known as a dystopian society, where people live in a
frightening way. To learn more, check out this TED-Ed video that tells you how to recognize a dystopia. 13. “The Happy Prince” by Oscar Wilde“The Happy Prince” is a story that explores compassion in society, serving as a fairy tale and a fable at once. It’s about a prince who is only allowed to see beauty and comfort in his life. When he dies, he’s
turned into a golden statue in his city, where he discovers that others actually live their lives in poverty and darkness. With the help of a swallow (a type of bird), the prince manages to help people even after death.Since the story is old, much of the English is outdated (not used in modern English). Still, if you have a good grasp of the English
language, you can use this story to give yourself a great reading challenge. 14. “The Night Train at Deoli” by Ruskin BondRuskin Bond used to spend summers at his grandmother’s house in Dehradun, India. While taking the train, he always had to pass through a small station called Deoli. No one used to get down at the station and nothing happened
there.Until one day, when he sees a girl selling fruit and is unable to forget her.Ruskin Bond is a writer who can communicate deep feelings in a simple way. This story is about our attachment to strangers and why we cherish (value or appreciate deeply) them even though we might never meet them again. 15. “There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray
Bradburyln this classic story by science-fiction author Ray Bradbury, Earth has been destroyed by war and no one lives on it anymore. Still, the robots and the machines continue to function and serve human beings who have long ago died. The title is taken from a poem that describes how nature will continue its work long after humanity is gone. But
in this story, we see that nature plays a supporting role and the machines are the ones who have taken its place.They continue their work without any human or natural assistance. This shows how technology has replaced nature in our lives and how it can both destroy us and carry on without humanity itself. 16. “Orientation” by Daniel OrozcoThis is a
humorous story in which the speaker explains the office policies to a new employee while gossiping about the staff. It’s extremely easy to read, as the sentences are short and the vocabulary is simple.Many working English learners will relate to this story, as it explains the silly, nonsensical moments of modern office life. Modern workplaces often feel
like theaters where we pretend to work rather than get actual work done. The speaker exposes this reality that few would ever admit to.He over-explains everything from the view out the office window to the intimate details of everyone’s life—from the overweight loner to the secret serial killer. It talks about the things that go unsaid; how people at
the office know about the deep secrets of our home life, but don’t discuss them. 17. “Paper Menagerie” by Ken LiuJack’s mother can make paper animals come to life. In the beginning, Jack loves them and spends hours with his mom. But once he grows up, his mother’s inability to speak English keeps Jack from talking to her.When his mother tries to
talk to him through her creations, he kills them and collects them in a box. After a tragic loss, he finally gets to know her story through a hidden message that he should have read a long time ago. The story is a simple narration that touches on complex issues, like leaving your home country and the conflicts that can occur within families when
different cultures and languages collide. 18. “The Missing Mail” by R.K. NarayanThanappa is the village mailman, who is good friends with Ramanujam and his family. He learns about a failed marriage and helps Ramanujam’s daughter get engaged to a suitable match.Just before the wedding, Thanappa receives a tragic letter about Ramanujam’s
brother. To spare them heartache, he decides not to deliver the letter.The story explores the idea that despite the best of intentions, our actions can cause more harm to our loved ones than we ever intended. If you like this and want to read more by R.K. Narayan, check out the other stories in the author’s “Malgudi Days” short story collection. 19.
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt VonnegutThe year is 2081, and everyone has been made equal by force. Every person who is superior in any way has been handicapped (something that prevents a person’s full use of their abilities) by the government. Intelligent people are distracted by disturbing noises. Good dancers have to wear weights so that they
don’t dance too well. Attractive people wear ugly masks so they don’t look better than anyone else.However, one day there is a rebellion, and everything changes for a brief instant. Technology is always supposed to make us better. But in this case, we see that it can be used to disable our talents. Moreover, the writer shows us how the mindless use of
a single value like equality can create more suffering for everyone. 20. “The School” by Donald BarthelmeAt first, the trees die. Then the snakes, followed by the tropical fish. Then the class gets a puppy, and... well, you can see where things are going.And that’s just the beginning of the series of unfortunate events at the school in this short story,
narrated by a teacher. The story is absurd (ridiculous to the point of being silly), even though the topic is serious. By the end, the kids start asking difficult questions about death that the adults don’t quite know how to answer.This story leaves a lot of things unsaid, which means you’ll need to “read between the lines,” or look closer at the text to
understand what’s really happening. 21. “Girl” by Jamaica KincaidIn “Girl,” a mother tells her daughter how to live her life properly. The mother instructs the girl to do all the household chores, in very specific ways, making it seem like that’s her only duty in life.Sometimes the mother tells the girl how to attract attention, not to talk to boys and to
always keep away from men. Other times, the mother hints that the girl will need to be attractive to men to live a good life.This story doesn’t feel like a story. There’s no plot, and nothing really happens. But read closely, and you’ll see an important message about how girls are taught to live restricted lives since childhood. 22. “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” by
Rudyard Kipling“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” is a classic tale about a Mongoose who regularly visits a family in India. The family feeds him and lets him explore their house, but they worry that he might bite their son, Teddy.One day, when a snake is about to attack Teddy, the Mongoose kills it. This event helps the family accept the mongoose into their
family.This is a simple story about humans and animals living together as friends. It’s old, but the language is fairly easy to understand. It reminds us that animals can also experience feelings of love and, like humans, they will also protect the ones they love. “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” is part of Kipling’s short story collection “The Jungle Book,” which was
famously made into a movie by Disney. 23. Excerpt from “Little Dorrit” by Charles DickensDorrit is a child whose father has been in prison ever since she could remember. Unable to pay their debts, the whole family is forced to spend their days in a cell. Dorrit dreams of seeing the world outside their little cell.This excerpt (short part of a larger work)
introduces you to the family and their life in prison. The novel is about how they manage to get out and how Dorrit never forgets the kindness of the people who helped her.Injustice in law is often reserved for the poor. “Little Dorrit” shows the government jailing people for not being able to return their loans, a historical practice the writer hated
since his own father was punished in a similar way. 24. “To Build a Fire” by Jack LondonA man travels to a freezing, isolated place called Yukon with only his dog for company. Throughout his journey, he ignores the advice other people have given him and takes his life for granted.Finally, he realizes the real power of nature and how fragile (easily
broken) human life actually is.Nature is often seen as a powerful force that should be feared and respected. The animal in this story is the one who’s cautious and sensible in this dangerous situation. By the end, readers wonder who is really intelligent—the man who could not deal with nature, or the dog who could survive? 25. “Miracles” by Lucy
CorinThis is a modern-day story that describes a group of children gathering around their father to watch little spiders hatch out of their eggs. But the story gets a different meaning as it nears the end. What do you think happened? 26. “Evil Robot Monkey” by Mary Robinette KowalSly is a chimpanzee who’s much smarter than the other chimpanzees.
He loves to play with clay on a potter’s wheel all day and likes to keep to himself. But one day, when the school kids bully him, he loses his temper and acts out in anger. Seeing this, the teacher punishes him and takes away his clay.Sly is a character who doesn’t fit into society. He’s too smart for the other chimps, but humans don’t accept him. He is
punished for acting out his natural emotions.But the way he handles his rage, in the end, makes him look more mature than most human beings. Nominated for the Hugo award, many readers have connected with Sly since they can see similarities in their own lives. 27. “The Boarded Window” by Ambrose Bierce “The Boarded Window” is a horror
story about a man who has to deal with his wife’s death. The setting is a remote cabin in the wilderness in Cincinnati, and he feels helpless as she gets sick.There’s an interesting twist to this story, and the ending will get you thinking (and maybe feeling a bit disturbed!).If you enjoy older stories with a little suspense, this will be a good challenge for
you. It talks about the event that made a hermit decide to live alone for decades, with a mysterious window boarded up in his cabin. It also uses a lot of psychology and symbolism, so you may want to read the story more than once to understand everything it has to say. 28. “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. JacobsBe careful what you wish for! One man
finds this out the hard way when he brings a magical monkey’s paw home from India. This paw is supposed to grant three wishes to three people. People start to wish on it, only to realize that our wishes can have severe consequences.The characters in this story immediately regret when their wishes come true. Even though they get what they
wanted, it comes at a large cost!This short story is from the early 1900s and uses some outdated English, but it’s still easy to follow. It reminds us that there are no shortcuts in life, and to be wary if something seems too good to be true. 29. “A Tiny Feast” by Chris AdrianThis story centers around Titania and Oberon, two fairy characters from
Shakespeare’s famous play, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” The two fairies are having a rough time in their marriage when they find a human child. They decide to adopt him, hoping that he’ll help them save their relationship. However, the child develops a deadly, modern disease and the fairies have no idea what to do since they have never known
illness or death.This is a tragic tale about how they try to understand something they’ve never seen before and their deep love for a stranger who is so unlike them. The story explores the grief of parenthood and the uncertainty of knowing whether your child will ever even know you. 30. “The Story of an Hour” by Kate ChopinThis story, written by a
woman, is a sad look inside an unhappy marriage. Mrs. Mallard is a woman with heart troubles. When her husband dies, the people who come to give her this news tell it to her gently, so she doesn’t have a shock.Mrs. Mallard busts into tears and locks herself in her room. At first, she’s upset by the news. But the more she considers it, the more
excited she becomes about the idea of the freedom that would come from her husband’s death.What happens, then, when her husband comes home after an hour, alive and well?The story explores the conflicting range of the human emotions of grief and hope in a short span, and the impact it can have on a person’s mind and body. 31. “The Zero
Meter Diving Team” by Jim ShepherdThe Chernobyl nuclear disaster was one of the deadliest accidents of the twentieth century. This is a story about that event seen through the eyes of a father and his sons, who were all unfortunate enough to be close to the disaster area.The story exposes the whole system of corruption that led to a massive
explosion taking innocent lives and poisoning multiple generations. The technical vocabulary and foreign words make this text a little more difficult. However, its plot is relatively easy to follow.The story is divided into small parts that make it both easy and exciting to read. Its various events show what it was like to live in the former Soviet Union. And
just like any other good story, it’s also about human relationships and how they change due to historic events. 32. “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery WilliamsA simple, stuffed rabbit toy is given to a young boy as a Christmas present. At first, the rabbit isn’t noticed, as the boy is distracted by much fancier gifts. While being ignored, the rabbit begins
to wonder what it means to be “real.”One day, a certain event brings the rabbit into contact with the boy, and changes the toy’s life forever.Have you ever loved a toy or doll so much, that you treated it as if it were alive? This story shows the power of love from a very unexpected viewpoint: that of a fluffy stuffed rabbit. It also highlights the
importance of self-value, being true to yourself and finding strength in those who love you. 33. “The Friday Everything Changed” by Anne HartTradition is important in this school, where the boys always go to fetch water for the class. The girls are teased for being “weaker,” and are last to get other privileges, like having the first choice of magazines.
One day, a girl asks the teacher why girls aren’t allowed to get the water, as well. This one question causes a big reaction and leads to a huge change.The girl’s courage surprises everyone, but it also inspires other girls to stand up for themselves. One act from one brave person can lead to change and inspire others. The story reflects on gender
equality and how important it is to fight for fairness. Just because something is accepted as “normal,” doesn’t mean it is right! 34. “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest HemingwayAt a Spanish train station, an American man and a young woman wait for a train that would take them to the city of Madrid. The woman sees some faraway hills and
compares them to “white elephants.” This starts a conversation between the two of them, but what they discuss seems to have a deeper meaning.This is another very well-known story that asks you to “read between the lines” to find the hidden meaning behind the text. Much of the story is a back-and-forth dialogue between two people, but you can
tell a lot about them just from what they say to each other.There’s a lot of symbolism that you can analyze in this story, along with context clues. Once you realize what the real topic of the characters’ conversation is, you can figure out the quiet, sadder meaning behind it. How to Use Short Stories to Improve Your EnglishShort stories are effective in
helping English learners to practice all four aspects of language learning: reading, writing, listening and speaking. Here’s how you can make the most out of short stories as an English learner:Use illustrations to enhance your experience: Some short stories come with illustrations that you can use to guess what the story is about. You can even write
your own caption or description of the picture. When you finish the story, go back to your image description. How did you do?Listen to recordings of stories: Here in the digital age, it’s possible to find wonderful short stories online in audio or video form. If you find a video with English-language subtitles, you can read while also listening to how a
native speaker pronounces words.FluentU has a few short story videos paired with learning tools, as well as many other options for training your listening and reading skills.Explore stories related to a theme: Do you like ghost stories? Science fiction? Romance? If you're learning about food or cooking, find a short story with a lot of food
vocabulary.Choose the right reading level: Make sure that you always challenge yourself! One easy way to tell if a story is just right for you is to use the “five-finger test.” Hold up your fist as you read a paragraph, and put up one finger for each word you don’t know. If you have all five fingers up before the end of the paragraph, try to find an easier
text.Practice “active reading”: Your reading will only help you learn if you read actively. You’'re reading actively when you’re paying very close attention to the story, its words and its meanings. Writing with a notebook nearby and in a place with no distractions can help you focus on active reading.Choose only a few words to look up: You may be
tempted to stop at every unknown word, but it’s actually better to try to figure out its meaning from context clues. This means looking at everything else in the sentence or paragraph to try and guess the meaning of the word. Only look up words that you can’t figure out even with context clues.Summarize the story: When you’ve finished reading the
story, retell it in your own words or write a summary of it. This will help you to practice any new words you learned, and make sure that you understood the story well. If you’'re struggling, read the story again and take notes as you read.Take breaks: Just because these stories are short, doesn’t mean you need to read them in one sitting! If you find it
hard to focus or you’re struggling to understand the story, take a break. It’s okay to read it one paragraph at a time.Discuss the stories with others: Talk about the story with your teacher, classmates, language partners or friends. If there’s something you don’t understand, write down your questions to ask during the discussion. Share your own
opinions about the language, culture and messages within the story.If you want more people to talk to about the stories, try joining an online book group! For example, Goodreads has a few groups that specifically focus on reading and discussing short stories.I hope you have fun with these English short stories while improving your English language
skills.Happy reading! If you like learning English through movies and online media, you should also check out FluentU. FluentU lets you learn English from popular talk shows, catchy music videos and funny commercials, as you can see here:If you want to watch it, the FluentU app has probably got it. The FluentU app and website makes it really easy
to watch English videos. There are captions that are interactive. That means you can tap on any word to see an image, definition, and useful examples.FluentU lets you learn engaging content with world famous celebrities. For example, when you tap on the word "searching," you see this:FluentU lets you tap to look up any word. Learn all the
vocabulary in any video with quizzes. Swipe left or right to see more examples for the word you’re learning.FluentU helps you learn fast with useful questions and multiple examples. Learn more. The best part? FluentU remembers the vocabulary that you're learning. It gives you extra practice with difficult words—and reminds you when it’s time to
review what you’'ve learned. You have a truly personalized experience. Start using the FluentU website on your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.) © 2024 AmericanLiterature.com Select a
genre...Adventure African American American Asian American Bedtime Black Christian Christmas Coming of Age Contemporary Creative Nonfiction Crime Desi Drama East Asian Fantasy Fiction Friendship Funny Gay Happy High School Historical Fiction Holiday Horror Indigenous Inspirational Kids Latinx Lesbian LGBTQ+ Middle School Mystery
People of Color Romance Sad Science Fiction Speculative Suspense Teens & Young Adult Thriller Transgender Urban Fantasy Western Submitted by writers on Reedsy Prompts to our weekly writing contest. Orwell King Winner of Contest #300 I'm a miner. I dig holes for a living. ‘Dig’ is a generous word, really. I blow things up so we can go deeper.
Drill, charge, blast then bog it out. Then repeat. It’s loud, dirty, and dangerous. But it’s honest work, and there’s a rhythm to it, one that makes sense. Until the day it didn’t The mine is called Kalgara Deep, carved beneath the sun-blasted hills of Western Australia, three hours from the nearest servo, and six from anything you could call a town. It’s
not on any tourist map. Just a dot behind a red dirt road lined with scrub and... 110 likes 85 Read story Short stories may be small, but they are mighty! With the weight of a novel stripped away, great short stories strike directly at the heart of their topics. Often maligned as the novel’s poor cousin, the short story medium has produced some of the
most beloved works of fiction. From the eerily-accurate predictions of Ray Bradbury to the spine-chilling thrills of Stephen King and the wildly imaginative worlds of N.K. Jemison, some of the best authors in the business have made their mark writing short stories.Whether the stories are sweeping explorations of the human condition, or slices of life
vignettes that move us to tears, short fiction has the power to dazzle from first word to last. Who writes Reedsy’s short stories?Here at Reedsy, we're looking to foster the next generation of beloved authors. To that end, we've been running a weekly writing contest for over six years — and these short stories are the thousands of entries we've received
over that time. Our writers come to the contest from all experience levels to hone their skills through consistent practice and friendly feedback. Some of them have even gone on to write and publish novels based on their short story submissions!Discover short stories of all genres and subjectsCentered around themed writing prompts, these short
stories range across all forms, genres, and topics of interest. Simply filter by the genre that appeals you most, and discover thousands of stories from promising new writers around the world.Maybe you want to read something new, but don’t want to choose a genre? We’ve gathered our favorite entries in our literary magazine, Prompted. Each issue is
packed with prize-winning stories that have been introduced and edited by a guest editor. Grab a free copy of our first issue here. Who knows, you could even discover your next favorite author before they even hit the big time!(And if you’'re a writer, consider heading over and entering the short story contest yourself! You may just walk away with the
weekly cash prize, plus the chance to appear in Prompted.) Ivasyk is a little boy carved from a stick... whose adventures lead him into the clutches of an evil snake. A Once Untold fairytale. Cody's digital world is so BORING! Let's brighten it up, and code a digital garden! June 16, 2025May 28, 2025 A sweet story about friendship, and the love that
comes with having an old dog for a family pet. June 9, 2025June 11, 2025 Tommy loves playing violin... but he lives in an apartment. How can he practice his music when he's told to be quiet? June 2, 2025May 22, 2025 Bumbly Wumbly is a monster from Neptune who dreams of the sun... Sizwe starts his day with a smile... and then realises that his
smile is catching! A shower of arrows fall in the forest... who is attacking the forest? ! Maddy is allowed to have a pet... but has a hard time deciding what to get! You'll never guess which little friend helps all the other animals in Africa! Uh-oh! Santa is stuck in Australia! But luckily, with a little help from his friends, and a red car called Dissledoo, he
just might get all the presents safely delivered ! Nani has lost her glasses! Without her glasses she cannot find them! A poor family discovers Christmas surprises on Christmas day. Tumi is scared of many things... but Mummy tells him there are so many people to help him. A family of ideas go on left and right brain adventures! Uraschima Taro is kind
to a small turtle, who later shows him kindness in return. Pepper really wants a Christmas tree... and disregards the instructions in her magic book to get one! A boy keeps meeting a rat who promises they will soon be married. A master decides to kill his faithful dog because he is old, until his friend steps in to help. The English version of the fairy
tale Cinderella. A child and her mother have a very busy day at the markets. Tumi goes to the park for the first time- and has so much fun! Senzo can do all sorts of things... can you? Manu, his father and grandfather make pottery, and share a love of their work. A spell gives Prince Hyacinth has a very big nose... but he likes it that way! When a little
cloud feels bored one day, he decides to have a game with a little girl on the street below... Pepper discovers her new friends did come to her birthday after all... but they're not at all happy with her now! Pepper is put to the test to see if she can be a truly fearsome Witch of Chaosah Pepper convinces her friend to help her talk to her fairy
grandmothers... but they have a surprising answer! Plucky puppy Sparks is lost... and Mandy thinks it's a leprechaun's fault ! Two friends are separated by a Snow Queen and an icy heart. The classic Christmas story of the value of generosity, A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. A poem about how singing unites people and animals around the
world. Do you understand what animals are saying? This kid does! A poor kid just can't get an elephant to stop following them home! Little Bo Peep has lost her sheep, and doesn't know where to find them! Peter, Peter, pumpkin-eater, had a wife and couldn't keep her... I'll tell you a story, about Jack a Nory... 10 short stories Short Stories in English
that are fun to read and easy to understand. every story teaches something important, like being kind, honest, or brave. I hope you like these stories as much as I do. Let’s learn and have fun!Once upon a time, there were two brothers—one was rich, and the other was poor. The poor brother ran out of food and went to his rich brother, begging for
something to eat.The rich brother, not happy about helping, said, “I’ll give you this ham, but you must take it to Dead Man’s Hall.”Grateful for the food, the poor brother agreed. He walked all day and finally reached a large building at dusk. Outside, an old man was chopping wood.“Excuse me, sir,” said the poor brother. “Is this the way to Dead Man’s
Hall?”“Yes, you’'ve arrived,” replied the old man. “Inside, they will want to buy your ham. But don’t sell it unless they give you the hand-mill that stands behind the door.”The poor brother thanked the old man, went inside, and everything happened just as the old man had said. The poor brother left with the hand-mill and asked the old man how to use
it. Then, he set off home.The hand-mill was magical. When the poor brother got home, he asked it to grind a feast of food and drink. To stop the mill, he simply had to say, “Thank you, magic mill, you can stop now.”When the rich brother saw that his brother was no longer poor, he became jealous. “Give me that mill!” he demanded. The poor brother,
having everything he needed, agreed to sell it but didn’t tell his rich brother how to stop it.The rich brother eagerly asked the mill to grind food when he got home, but because he didn’t know how to stop it, the mill kept grinding until food overflowed from the house and across the fields. In a panic, he ran to his poor brother’s house. “Please take it
back!” he cried. “If it doesn’t stop, the whole town will be buried!”The poor brother took the mill back and was never poor or hungry again.Soon, the story of the magic mill spread far and wide. One day, a sailor knocked at the poor brother’s door. “Does the mill grind salt?” he asked.”Of course,” replied the brother. “It will grind anything you ask.”The
sailor, eager to stop traveling far for salt, offered a thousand coins for the mill. Though the brother was hesitant, he eventually agreed.In his hurry, the sailor forgot to ask how to stop the mill. Once at sea, he placed the mill on deck and commanded, “Grind salt, and grind quickly!”The mill obeyed, but it didn’t stop. The pile of salt grew and grew until
the ship sank under its weight.The mill still lies at the bottom of the sea, grinding salt to this day, and that’s why the sea is salty.Moral: Be careful with what you desire, and always learn to control the power you possess.So far, Aryan wasn’t enjoying Egypt very much. “You can write about the pyramids in your vacation report,” said his mom. But
Aryan didn’t find the pyramids or the guide very interesting.“This pyramid was built as a tomb for an ancient Egyptian king,” the guide explained. “A special magic keeps his tomb hidden, even though many people have searched for his treasure.”“I don’t believe that,” said Aryan. Just then, he noticed a small door on the side of the pyramid. While his
parents weren’t looking, he quietly opened the door and slipped inside. He found a long tunnel with strange writings on the walls. Aryan’s heart started beating faster with excitement. Finally, something fun was happening!He crawled through the tunnel until it opened up into a large room lit by flaming torches. There, he saw a mummy wrapped in
white cloth, surrounded by sparkling treasures. Golden goblets, necklaces, bowls, and statues shone with bright rubies and emeralds.“I’ve found the mummy’s treasure!” Aryan exclaimed. But as soon as his finger touched a golden lamp, WHOOSH! Something pulled him out of the chamber and back to his parents and the tour guide.Aryan looked
around, confused. The small door had disappeared. “Are you all right?” asked his mom. Aryan tried to explain, but to his surprise, he only said, “I'm fine, thanks.” Something was stopping him from talking about the chamber! He glanced at the guide, who simply winked.“As I said,” the guide continued, “the ancient magic won’t let anyone reveal the
king’s tomb.”Aryan smiled. Even though he couldn’t write about it in his vacation report, he knew he would never forget the thrill of discovering the secret chamber and the mummy’s treasure.Moral: Sometimes, the most exciting adventures are the ones we keep in our hearts.Once upon a time, there was a poor shoemaker named Ramesh who lived
with his wife, Sita. One day, Ramesh said, “We only have enough leather left to make one more pair of shoes.”Ramesh cut the leather, preparing to sew the shoes, and then went to bed. Late at night, two little elves, Chintu and Mintu, sneaked into the shop. They found the leather and started working.The next morning, Ramesh was surprised to find
the best pair of shoes he had ever seen. A rich man came by, saw the shoes, and loved them so much that he paid Ramesh double the price.Ramesh was happy and told Sita, “Now we can buy more leather.”That evening, Ramesh cut out leather for two more pairs of shoes and went to bed. Once again, Chintu and Mintu came and worked all night. In
the morning, Ramesh found two beautiful pairs of shoes, which he sold for a lot of money.With this money, Ramesh bought enough leather to make four more pairs of shoes. Sita then asked, “Who is helping us?”That night, Ramesh cut the new leather, and he and Sita hid to see what would happen. Soon, they saw Chintu and Mintu working hard to
make the shoes.“We should thank them for their help,” Ramesh told Sita. “Let’s make them some nice clothes.”So, they made two small pairs of trousers, two cozy coats, and two warm scarves for the elves. That night, Ramesh and Sita hid again and watched as Chintu and Mintu found the new clothes. The elves quickly dressed up and danced happily
into the night.Ramesh and Sita never saw the elves again, but they continued to make fine shoes and were never poor again.Moral: Helping others without expecting anything in return can bring unexpected rewards.Golu loved being the youngest in his family. It was fun to play with his big brothers. But there was one thing he didn’t like—being left
behind when his brothers went exploring.“You're too small to come,” they would say. “Wait until you're bigger.” So while they were away, Golu would make up songs to cheer himself up.One day, as his brothers were about to go exploring, Golu’s tummy started to rumble. “I'm hungry,” he said, looking around.There were lots of leaves on the trees,
but the branches were too high. Golu stretched his trunk as far as he could, but he couldn’t even reach the lowest leaf. A tear rolled down his cheek.“Oh, don’t cry, Golu!” said one of his big brothers, feeling sorry for him. Another elephant said, “Just hold on to my tail, Golu. We’ll take you to the tastiest food in the jungle.”Excited, Golu held on to his
brother’s tail and stomped into the jungle with them. They walked through thick bushes and past sparkling waterholes. Golu started singing, and soon his brothers joined in.Finally, they reached a low tree with bright-green leaves, just the right height for little Golu. He used his trunk to pick a bunch of leaves and gobbled them up. Yum yum! When he
was full, Golu shared his funniest jokes with his brothers, and they laughed until they cried.“Can I always come with you on your adventures?” Golu asked.His brothers wrapped their trunks around him and laughed. “Of course you can,” they said. “It’s much more fun with you here!”Moral: Everyone, no matter how small, has something special to
bring to the table.A long time ago, in Africa, there was a sandy-yellow plain where many animals lived, like giraffes, zebras, and deer. All the animals were sandy-yellow, just like the plain itself. Chiku the Leopard was also sandy-yellow, which made it easy for him to hide in the grass and catch the other animals for food.After a while, the other animals
got tired of being hunted. They decided to move away from the sandy plain and into the forest. The forest was different, with sunlight creating stripy, spotty, and patchy shadows on the ground.The animals hid in the forest, and over time, their skin began to change color, becoming stripy, spotty, and patchy like the shadows. But Chiku didn’t know
this. When he got hungry, he wondered where all the animals had gone.Chiku decided to follow them into the forest to find his dinner. But when he arrived, all he could see were tree trunks with stripes, spots, and patches of shadow. He could smell the other animals, but he couldn’t see them anywhere.Meanwhile, the other animals could easily see
the sandy-yellow Chiku in the forest, so they stayed hidden. Hungry and tired, Chiku lay down in a spotty shadow to rest.After a while, Chiku noticed something strange. His sandy-yellow skin was no longer the same. He now had small, dark spots on his skin, just like the spotty shadow he was lying in.“A-ha!” Chiku thought. “Giraffe, Zebra, and the
other animals must have changed their skin color too. But now that I have spots, I can hide as well. When they come close, I can leap out and catch them.”With that, Chiku the Leopard set off into the shadowy forest, now able to hide and hunt once again. And the other animals learned to be even more careful, doing their best to hide from him
too!Moral: Adjusting to new situations can help you survive and thrive, just like the animals in the forest.It was a sunny day on Friendship Farm, but Hank Hayseed couldn’t relax yet. He had work to do. His wife, Molly, said, “When you’re done, we can have a picnic by the duck pond.” Then she headed to town for groceries in her old jeep.Hank and
his sheepdog, Gus, watched Molly drive off. “We’ll finish quickly if we use my tractor,” said Hank.Gus wasn’t so sure because the tractor was old. Sure enough, when Hank started it, black smoke puffed out. “Oh no!” Hank said. “What do I do now?”Then Hank had an idea. He pushed the tractor into his workshop and got to work. The farm animals
gathered around, curious about what he was up to.“Every time he fixes something, it gets worse,” clucked Mrs. Beak.“Here he comes,” said Gus. “Let’s get out of here!”Hank rode out on the tractor, waving his hat like a cowboy. The old tractor looked brand new! Hank had fixed it, painted it, and added rocket boosters!“With this, we’ll be the best
farm in the county!” Hank said proudly. “Hop on, Gus—we’ve got work to do!”Hank pulled the lever, and flames shot out of the boosters. The tractor zoomed off! Bailey the horse saw the tractor coming with hay for breakfast. “Finally,” he neighed, “I'm starving.”Hank tried to stop the tractor, but instead, it went faster! As they zoomed by, a hay bale
flew off and landed—THUNK!—on Bailey’s head. “Sorry, Bailey!” Hank called back.Hank struggled with the lever, but it wouldn’t budge. Now, they were heading for Maggie the cow. “The lever’s stuck!” Hank cried as Gus held on tight.“I do believe it’s rude to go that fast,” mooed Maggie. But she moved quickly when she saw the tractor coming
straight at her!Up ahead, Mrs. Beak and her ducklings were swimming in the pond. As the tractor splashed through, a wave sent them flying!“We’ve got to stop this thing!” Hank said, tugging at the lever. He pulled so hard that the lever broke off in his hands. “Jumping jelly beans!” Hank cried. “We’re out of control!”Just then, Molly arrived home.
“Are you okay?” she yelled.“Yes, dear!” Hank called back. “Just taking Wallow some pig food!” But as the tractor zoomed past, the bucket flew out of his hands and landed on Molly’s head!The tractor then zoomed up the roof of Wallow the pig’s sty like a ramp, flew through the air, and landed—SPLASH!—in the duck pond.Hank and Gus were soaked,
and Friendship Farm was a mess. “This will take all day to fix!” Hank groaned.“Nonsense!” said Molly, pulling food scraps from her hair. “We can fix it and still have time for a picnic, as long as we all work together!”And everyone agreed that it was a great idea.Moral: Working together as a team can solve even the biggest problems.It was bedtime,
but Duck couldn’t sleep. She was bored with being a duck and nibbling waterweeds all day. As she looked around, she saw her friend, Cockerel, strolling by the pond and got a bright idea.“Hey, Cockerel,” Duck called out. “Do you want to swap jobs?”“Okay,” Cockerel agreed. “Nibbling waterweeds sounds better than getting up early every day.”The
next morning, Duck waddled to the farmhouse, ready to give her first cock-a-doodle-do to wake the farmer. But when she opened her beak, all that came out was, “Quack! Quack! QUACK!”Poor Duck! No matter how hard she tried, she couldn’t crow, and the farmer overslept.“I want my old job back,” Duck said sadly.Luckily for Duck, Cockerel wasn’t
enjoying his new job either. “Waterweeds are yucky, and I kind of missed waking the farmer up,” he said.The next day, Duck saw Sheepdog herding sheep and had another thought. She waddled up to the field and said, “That looks like fun, Sheepdog. Do you want to swap?”Moral: Sometimes, what we have is better than what we think we want.Sheep
was in a bad mood. His friends on the farm tried to cheer him up with jokes, but nothing seemed to help. Sheep felt like there was a growly bear inside him trying to get out.“I have an idea,” said Horse, who was very clever about these things. “Try doing some hard work.”“How can hard work help?” Sheep grumbled. But since no one had any better
ideas, Sheep decided to give it a try.He carried baskets of eggs for the chickens. He lifted bales of hay for the horses. He even rode in the tractor with the farmer. Sheep worked so hard that he began to forget about his bad mood.At bedtime, when all the tired farm animals snuggled down in the barn, Horse noticed that Sheep was smiling.“Has it
gone?” asked Horse.“Has what gone?” Sheep yawned.“Your bad mood,” said Horse, chuckling loudly.But there was no reply. Sheep was already fast asleep!Moral: Hard work can help us forget our worries and bring a peaceful rest.One morning, a thirsty ant went down to the river for a drink. Suddenly, SWOOSH! A ripple swept the tiny ant off the
riverbank and into the water.“Help!” cried the ant, struggling to stay afloat.A kind dove, perched nearby, heard the ant’s cries. She swooped down and dropped a leaf into the water near him.“Climb onto this,” she cooed gently.“Oh, thank you,” gasped the ant as he scrambled onto the leaf. “You saved my life!” The leaf carried him safely back to the
shore.Later, as the ant dried off in the warm sun, he noticed a hunter nearby. The hunter was trying to catch the dove with a net.Remembering the dove’s kindness, the ant wanted to help his new friend. He quickly scurried over to the hunter and bit his foot hard.“Ouch!” yelled the hunter, startled by the sharp pain.The noise scared the dove, and she
flew away, escaping the hunter’s net.“Thank you,” the dove called out to the ant as she soared into the sky. “Now you’ve saved my life, too!”Moral: One good turn deserves another.Once upon a time, many brown bears lived by a river. Every spring, they held a fishing competition. Each bear would stand on a rock in the river and wait for the fish to
start splashing. Then, the bears would use their paws to flip the fish out of the water. The bear who caught the most fish would win, and the winner would be crowned Chief Bear for the whole year.Aryan was the smallest bear of all. He was too short to climb big trees and too little to wade in the deepest part of the river. But Aryan had big, BIG
dreams.“I want to win the fishing competition,” he said. “I want to show the big bears that little bears like me are important too.”When Aryan joined the competition, everyone laughed. “You're too little to be a good fisher,” said one of the bigger bears. “You're too little to be good at anything!”Even the Chief Bear laughed at him. “Leave the fishing to
the big bears,” he said. “Go and play with the other little ones.”But Aryan held his head high and stepped onto a rock in the middle of the river. The other bears laughed again.“He’ll never win,” they said, shaking their heads. “He should just give up.”Aryan didn’t say anything. He just focused on the water, looking for fish. A silvery flash caught his
eye, and he splashed his paw into the water.“Missed,” said one of the biggest bears, chuckling. “You had better give up.”But Aryan didn’t give up. Instead, he stood still and watched the fish. After a few minutes, he noticed something. The fish were clever! They could see the big bears splashing around, so they tried to swim away. But they didn’t
notice Aryan because he was standing so still, and they swam straight toward him.Flick! One fish landed on the rock beside Aryan. Flick! Flick! His paw moved so quickly that the fish didn’t see him coming. Soon, Aryan’s pile of fish grew larger and larger.When the Chief Bear finally called out, “Stop! The competition is over. Now it’s time to count the
fish,” everyone was surprised.After counting the fish, the Chief Bear’s mouth fell open in shock. He climbed onto a log and looked around at all the bears.“We have all been very silly,” he said. “We thought that because Aryan was small, he wasn’t as good as us. But Aryan is better than us. He has won the competition! Aryan is our new Chief Bear!”The
Chief Bear stepped down from the log, and Aryan stepped up to take his place. He couldn’t see very well, so he stood up on his hind legs.“I will try to be a good Chief,” he said. “And my first command is that all bears, big and small, must be treated equally because we are all just as important as each other!”Moral: Size doesn’t matter when you have
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