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To know when you should or shouldn’t use passive voice, you must first understand what it is. Passive voice is when a sentence puts the direct object before the verb, and the subject after the verb. In other words, a passive sentence emphasizes the results (or the recipient) of the action, instead of the subject that committed the action. Usually, the
active voice is the safer bet and results in clearer, more direct writing. However, there are a few circumstances where passive voice is appropriate. If you're scratching your head and still asking yourself what passive voice is, don’t panic. You will learn everything you need to know about passive voice after reading this article.A passive sentence can
sometimes be unnecessarily wordy.What Is Passive Voice?To thoroughly understand passive voice, you should know the subject, verb, and direct object of a sentence. Let’s do a quick review: The school’s basketball team won the championship game. In this sentence, the school’s basketball team is the subject (the person, place, or thing that performs
the action). The verb (the word that refers to the action or state of being) is won. And the direct object (a noun or pronoun that follows an action verb) is the championship game. The example sentence uses the active voice, meaning it has a subject-verb-direct object structure. In passive sentences, the direct object comes before the verb, and the
subject after the verb. Here’s the example sentence in passive voice:The championship game was won by the school’s basketball team.Passive sentences are composed by using a form of to be followed by the past participle form of a verb. They also require a preposition.The stove was turned on by the sous-chef.The passive voice emphasizes the result
of the action rather than who or what performed the action.Remember that passive voice requires transitive verbs (verbs that demand an object). Here are a few more examples of sentences in both active and passive voice: Active Passive We ordered takeout. Takeout was ordered by us. People from all over the world love the band. The band is loved
by people all over the world. The fire destroyed many houses. Many houses were destroyed by the fire. The substitute teacher will provide instructions. Instructions will be provided by the substitute teacher. The students are learning Spanish. Spanish is being learned by the students. What’s Wrong With Passive Voice?Many writing guides advise
avoiding passive voice. Why? What’s wrong with passive voice? It’s not that passive voice is grammatically incorrect (it’s not). But compared to active voice, it can be too wordy, unclear, and indirect.Passive voice makes your readers work a little harder to decipher the message of your sentence. That’s why it’s best to use an active voice most of the
time.Active—My wife prepared lunch. Passive—Lunch was prepared by my wife.Notice how both sentences express the same thing, but the active sentence has four words, whereas the passive sentence has six. Because passive voice can make sentences unnecessarily long, it’s a good idea to avoid passive voice. There are some instances where the
passive structure is appropriate, though. When Passive Voice is Okay To UseWhen a sentence specifically mentions people, it’s best to use active voice. However, sometimes the subject is unknown or insignificant. In this situation, it’s best to use passive voice. Let’s consider the following sentences:Active—Someone robbed The Shell Supermarket
early yesterday morning. Passive—The Shell Supermarket was robbed early yesterday morning.Passive voice is appropriate in this example because the person who robbed the supermarket is unknown. It’s also suitable for emphasizing the recipient of the action rather than the subject who performed it.Wordle was bought by The New York Times.The
structure of the above sentence brings attention to “Wordle.” However, if you think “The New York Times” is what needs to be accentuated, then switch it to active voice:The New York Times bought Wordle. To convert a sentence from passive voice to active, consider who or what is performing the action and shift them to the subject of the
sentence.Passive—The children were taken to the park by their parents.Active—The parents took their children to the park. Passive—The money was stolen by me.Active—I stole the money Gina Gina holds a Bachelor of Arts in English. With a passion for creating art with words, she spends her free time reading and writing. And no, we didn’t force her
to say that. You can find her strolling the shorelines with her loyal canine companion, Mango, or (painfully) cheering on her favorite team, the Miami Dolphins. We’ve made a mistake, forgotten about an important detail, or haven’t managed to get the point across? Let’s help each other to perfect our writing. Grammatical voice is a verb property that
shows whether a verb’s subject is acting or being acted upon. The passive voice shows that the subject is receiving the verb’s action rather than performing it. It often uses a form of to be plus the past participle of the verb. The use of the passive voice is not grammatically incorrect. Knowing how to use it appropriately is important for clear writing,
however. Use the passive voice when the emphasis in a sentence should be on the recipient of an action or on the action itself or when the performer of an action is unknown. Use the active voice when it makes your sentence clearer, more natural, or more direct. The passive voice is one of the two grammatical voices that verbs can have. It shows that
the subject of a clause or sentence is receiving the action expressed by the verb, rather than performing it. The use of the passive voice is often presented by teachers and professors as a bad writing habit. Or, to put that in the active voice: Teachers and professors across the English-speaking world often present the use of the passive voice as a bad
writing habit. But the passive voice is not grammatically incorrect and, in fact, is often useful and appropriate in writing. Here, we’ll provide guidelines for when to use the passive voice and when it’s better to avoid it. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contents What is the passive voice? The active voice vs. the passive voice
How to identify the passive voice How to change the passive voice to the active When to use the passive voice Creative uses of the passive voice When to avoid the passive voice Passive voice FAQs What is the passive voice? The passive voice is one of the two types of grammatical voice. Voice, like tense, is a property that verbs have. Voice shows
whether the subject of a sentence is performing or receiving the verb’s action. With the passive voice, the subject is acted upon by some other performer of the verb. The formula for the passive voice is [subject]+[some form of the verb to be]+[past participle of a transitive verb]+[optional prepositional phrase]. Here are two examples of sentences
with verbs in the passive voice: The Philadelphia Museum of Art is visited by around 800,000 people every year. I am often surprised by how quickly the day goes by. Why is using the passive voice controversial? The use of the passive voice is controversial because, when it’s used unnecessarily or excessively, the passive voice can make writing sound
jargony, impersonal, or even insincere. For these reasons and to keep their sentences as clear, direct, and concise as possible, writers and students are often advised to avoid the passive voice altogether. Here is an example of a sentence that uses the passive voice in a way that is a bit awkward and unwieldy: I was assigned the task of filing the
reports by my supervisor. Although grammatically correct, the above sentence can be rewritten without the passive voice in a way that means exactly the same thing, just more directly: My supervisor assigned me the task of filing the reports. The meaning hasn’t changed, but the subject has; in the first, passive voice sentence, the subject, I, is
receiving the action of the verb, was assigned. The reason the second sentence reads better is that the performer of the action, supervisor, has become the subject of the sentence, while the recipient of the action, me, has become the indirect object—a much more natural arrangement for a case like this, where there’s a clear entity performing the
verb’s action and a clear recipient of that action. There are, however, grammatical situations in which it makes sense to use the passive voice. For example, what if the recipient of the action is more important to the meaning of a sentence than the performer? Here’s a sentence like that: Our street is resealed every three to five years. The subject of
this passive voice sentence, street, receives the action of the verb, is resealed. But in this case, the subject is the main focus of the sentence—it’s a fact about the street, not about whoever reseals it. In fact, the performer of the verb (perhaps a city or township) is so unimportant here that it doesn’t even need to be in the sentence. The active voice vs.
the passive voice When a verb is in the active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action or inhabits the state expressed by the verb. The formula for a sentence in the active voice is [subject]+[verb (performed by the subject)]+[optional object]. Here’s an example: Chester kicked the ball. As we discussed earlier, in a passive voice
construction, the subject receives the action of the verb instead of performing it. So, if we want to change the above example sentence from the active voice into the passive voice, we need to make the recipient of the action—the ball—into the subject of the new sentence: The ball was kicked by Chester. The end of that sentence, by Chester, is a
prepositional phrase that tells you who the performer of the action is. But even though Chester is the one doing the kicking, he’s no longer the grammatical subject. A passive voice construction can even drop him from the sentence entirely: The ball was kicked. This kind of sentence demonstrates why the active voice is generally preferred—most of
the time, the active voice is the right choice for stronger and more direct writing. However, there are plenty of situations where the passive voice comes in handy, as we’ll talk more about below. How to identify the passive voice Remember the formula for identifying the passive voice? It’s [subject]+[some form of the verb to be]+[past participle of a
transitive verb]+[optional prepositional phrase]. Sometimes, applying that formula to a sentence that at first glance looks like it’s in the passive voice can reveal that it isn’t the passive voice at all. Here are two examples of the kinds of sentences that are often mistaken for being in the passive voice: Chester’s favorite activity is kicking. There were
many stars visible in the sky that night. However, both of the sentences above are actually written in the active voice. Notice that neither of them contains a past participle, and neither subject is receiving a verb’s action. The first uses a form of the verb to be (is) and has an element after the verb (kicking) that could easily replace the subject, which is
why it looks a little like the passive voice. But in this case, is is a linking verb, and kicking is a subject complement. The second sentence also uses a form of to be (were), and its subject (stars) appears after the verb. But it begins with the word there. In sentences that start with there is or there are, there is a grammatical expletive, or dummy noun—a
word that doesn’t have a meaning of its own (in this context) but acts as a sort of functional stand-in for a noun. When you ignore the dummy and look at the real subject, you can see that this sentence, which could be simplified as “Stars are visible,” is another case with a subject, linking verb, and subject complement. Let’s take a look at a couple of
similar sentences that are in the passive voice: Chester was kicked by a donkey once. The stars were strung across the sky like Christmas lights. These tick all the boxes for passive voice that we’ve been talking about: subjects that receive the action (Chester, stars), forms of to be (was, were), past participles (kicked, strung), and one optional
prepositional phrase (by a donkey). How to change the passive voice to the active If you look over a piece of your writing and find that you have overused the passive voice or used it in places where the active voice would be more appropriate, it’s easy to change sentences from the passive to the active. Here are the steps, followed by a couple of
examples of sentences using them to become active: Identify the subject, verb, and performer of the verb’s action (either the object of a preposition like by or implied). In the first example below, the subject officers is implied in the passive voice version but not named in the active voice version. Move the performer into the subject’s position. Change
the verb from the past participle to the appropriate conjugation. Move the original subject into the object position. Passive: Multiple parking citations were issued on the day of the street fair. Active: Officers issued multiple parking citations on the day of the street fair. Passive: The children were dropped off at the corner by the bus driver. Active: The
bus driver dropped the children off at the corner. When to use the passive voice There are times when the passive voice does a better job than the active voice of presenting an idea, especially when the performer of the action of a sentence’s verb is very general or diffuse, is unknown, or should get less emphasis than the recipient of that action. These
can include formal, professional, and legal contexts as well as plenty of casual, everyday ones. Here are some common situations where use of the passive voice is acceptable or desirable. In broad statements about widely held opinions or social norms The passive voice comes in handy for general statements about beliefs and norms. Here’s an
example: Tipping less than 20 percent is now considered rude. This sentence communicates that its writer believes enough people share the opinion that tipping less than 20 percent is rude to qualify as a consensus. In other words, the performer of the action—the people doing the considering—is so general that it can be left out of the sentence
entirely. In statements about actions with unknown doers When you’re reporting that a crime with an unknown perpetrator, or any other kind of action the performer of which is unknown, using the passive voice makes sense: My car was stolen yesterday. If you knew who stole the car, you might be closer to getting it back. The passive voice here
emphasizes the stolen item and the action of theft. The grass was cut yesterday. The emphasis here is on the grass, which presumably is observably shorter. Someone must have cut it, but whoever that was is not the concern of this sentence. In scientific contexts Here’s an example of the passive voice being useful in a scientific context: The rat was
placed in a T-shaped maze. Who placed the rat in the maze? Scientists, most likely. But that’s less important than the experiment they’re conducting. In any other situation where you want to keep the focus on an action and/or the recipient of the action The president was sworn in on a cold January morning. How many people can remember off the top
of their head who swears in presidents? Clearly, the occasion of swearing in the commander in chief is the thing to emphasize here. Cleo was transformed by the experience of traveling alone in Latin America. In this case, we know what brought about the action: the experience of traveling alone in South America. But the thing the sentence most
urgently wants us to know is that a person, Cleo, had an important thing happen to them. So making the recipient of the action (Cleo) the subject of the sentence, using the passive voice, and tucking the performer of the action (the experience) after the action as the object of the preposition by makes sense. In any other case where the active voice is
awkward Knowing how to turn the passive voice into the active voice in your sentences is a valuable skill for making your writing clearer a lot of the time. But here are some further examples of sentences where the passive voice is more natural and clearer for one of the reasons we’ve discussed, paired with examples of how rewriting them in the
active voice renders them sterile, awkward, or syntactically contorted. Passive: Bob Dylan was injured in a motorcycle accident. Active: A motorcycle accident injured Bob Dylan. Passive: Elvis is rumored to be alive. Active: People rumor Elvis to be alive. Passive: Don’t be fooled! Active: Don’t allow anything to fool you! Creative uses of the passive
voice Sometimes, writers take advantage of the lack of clarity or shift in emphasis the passive voice provides for creative purposes. Here are some uses for the passive voice as a stylistic decision that suits the author’s goals. Beating around the bush The novelist Jane Austen was a master of poking fun at her characters so euphemistically that it
seemed almost polite, and the passive voice was one of her favorite methods for doing that. Here’s an example: “Mr. Middleton ... pressed them so cordially to dine at Barton Park every day till they were better settled at home that, though his entreaties were carried to a point of perseverance beyond civility, they could not give offense.” —Jane
Austen, Sense and Sensibility Austen could have recast this sentence in the active voice like so: Though Mr. Middleton carried his entreaties to a point of perseverance beyond civility, they could not give offense. Though she probably meant something closer to: Mr. Middleton repeated his invitations to the point of pushiness, but he meant well, and
they didn’t feel they could say no. Directing the reader’s attention This is like the grass getting cut or the president being sworn in: The recipient of the action of the verb is more important than the performer of the action: “That treasure lying in its bed of coral, and the corpse of the commander floating sideways on the bridge, were evoked by
historians as an emblem of the city drowned in memories.” —Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera You could invert the author’s sentence to say “Historians evoked that treasure” and so on, but Garcia Marquez wanted to intrigue readers with the treasure and corpse rather than make them think about historians, and he used the
passive voice to make that happen. When to avoid the passive voice As we’ve seen, the passive voice has its uses. However, it is very easy to overuse or misuse in most kinds of writing, and it can sap your writing of its energy. The trick is learning how to recognize the kinds of sentences in which the passive voice should be avoided in favor of the
active voice. For clarity and energy The passive voice can make it harder for the reader to understand what is being said or what produced the experience being discussed, while the active voice is generally more direct and dynamic. Notice the difference between these examples: Passive: The dinner was planned and all the guests invited. Active: The
host planned the dinner and invited all the guests. To reduce wordiness Many sentences in the passive voice include the performer of the verb’s action as the object in a prepositional phrase beginning with by. Avoiding that kind of construction cuts down on the number of words you use to express an idea in your writing: Passive: I was given a cameo
ring by my grandmother. Active: My grandmother gave me a cameo ring. In academic writing Academic writing, which deals with complex subjects and can be inclined toward vagueness and jargon to begin with, is particularly susceptible to overuse of the passive voice. Look out for the following kinds of passive constructions: Passive: The data that
had been collected by the researcher was revealed to be faulty from an ethical point of view, and the study was retracted by the journal. Active: Reviewers discovered that the researcher’s data collection practices failed to meet ethical standards, and the journal retracted the study. To take responsibility Sometimes, someone wants to acknowledge
that something unsavory happened without making it crystal clear who was at fault. Here is a classic passive voice example and an active voice version in which the mistake makers demonstrate accountability: Passive: Mistakes were made. Active: We made mistakes. The passive voice gets a bad rap, and it’s true that most of the time, especially if
you're writing anything with a definitive subject that is performing an action, you're better off using the active voice. However, there are many situations in your writing that the passive voice is tailor-made for. Knowing when the passive voice is called for and when to avoid it is a hallmark of a good writer. Passive voice FAQs What is the passive
voice? The passive voice is the grammatical voice that shows that the subject of a clause or sentence is receiving the verb’s action rather than performing it. It often uses a form of to be plus the past participle of the main verb. When is it OK to use the passive voice? It's acceptable and often advisable to use the passive voice in sentences where you
want the main focus to be on the action of the verb and/or the recipient of that action. These sentences are often general statements about beliefs and norms or statements where the performer of the verb’s action is unknown and often in legal or scientific contexts. When should you avoid the passive voice? It is better to avoid the passive voice and
use the active voice in most writing, especially when you want to be clear, concise, direct, dynamic, and/or engaging. It’s also important to be aware that there is a tendency to overuse the passive voice in academic and corporate contexts as well as to avoid responsibility for errors. Your writing, at its best.Works on all your favorite websitesRelated
Articles Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a
link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may
not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the
permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Grammatical voice is a verb property that shows whether a verb’s subject is acting or being acted upon. The passive voice shows that the subject is receiving the verb’s action rather than performing it.
It often uses a form of to be plus the past participle of the verb. The use of the passive voice is not grammatically incorrect. Knowing how to use it appropriately is important for clear writing, however. Use the passive voice when the emphasis in a sentence should be on the recipient of an action or on the action itself or when the performer of an
action is unknown. Use the active voice when it makes your sentence clearer, more natural, or more direct. The passive voice is one of the two grammatical voices that verbs can have. It shows that the subject of a clause or sentence is receiving the action expressed by the verb, rather than performing it. The use of the passive voice is often presented
by teachers and professors as a bad writing habit. Or, to put that in the active voice: Teachers and professors across the English-speaking world often present the use of the passive voice as a bad writing habit. But the passive voice is not grammatically incorrect and, in fact, is often useful and appropriate in writing. Here, we’ll provide guidelines for
when to use the passive voice and when it’s better to avoid it. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contents What is the passive voice? The active voice vs. the passive voice How to identify the passive voice How to change the passive voice to the active When to use the passive voice Creative uses of the passive voice When to
avoid the passive voice Passive voice FAQs What is the passive voice? The passive voice is one of the two types of grammatical voice. Voice, like tense, is a property that verbs have. Voice shows whether the subject of a sentence is performing or receiving the verb’s action. With the passive voice, the subject is acted upon by some other performer of
the verb. The formula for the passive voice is [subject]+[some form of the verb to bel+[past participle of a transitive verb]+[optional prepositional phrase]. Here are two examples of sentences with verbs in the passive voice: The Philadelphia Museum of Art is visited by around 800,000 people every year. I am often surprised by how quickly the day
goes by. Why is using the passive voice controversial? The use of the passive voice is controversial because, when it’s used unnecessarily or excessively, the passive voice can make writing sound jargony, impersonal, or even insincere. For these reasons and to keep their sentences as clear, direct, and concise as possible, writers and students are often
advised to avoid the passive voice altogether. Here is an example of a sentence that uses the passive voice in a way that is a bit awkward and unwieldy: I was assigned the task of filing the reports by my supervisor. Although grammatically correct, the above sentence can be rewritten without the passive voice in a way that means exactly the same
thing, just more directly: My supervisor assigned me the task of filing the reports. The meaning hasn’t changed, but the subject has; in the first, passive voice sentence, the subject, I, is receiving the action of the verb, was assigned. The reason the second sentence reads better is that the performer of the action, supervisor, has become the subject of
the sentence, while the recipient of the action, me, has become the indirect object—a much more natural arrangement for a case like this, where there’s a clear entity performing the verb’s action and a clear recipient of that action. There are, however, grammatical situations in which it makes sense to use the passive voice. For example, what if the
recipient of the action is more important to the meaning of a sentence than the performer? Here’s a sentence like that: Our street is resealed every three to five years. The subject of this passive voice sentence, street, receives the action of the verb, is resealed. But in this case, the subject is the main focus of the sentence—it’s a fact about the street,
not about whoever reseals it. In fact, the performer of the verb (perhaps a city or township) is so unimportant here that it doesn’t even need to be in the sentence. The active voice vs. the passive voice When a verb is in the active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action or inhabits the state expressed by the verb. The formula for a
sentence in the active voice is [subject]+[verb (performed by the subject)]+[optional object]. Here’s an example: Chester kicked the ball. As we discussed earlier, in a passive voice construction, the subject receives the action of the verb instead of performing it. So, if we want to change the above example sentence from the active voice into the
passive voice, we need to make the recipient of the action—the ball—into the subject of the new sentence: The ball was kicked by Chester. The end of that sentence, by Chester, is a prepositional phrase that tells you who the performer of the action is. But even though Chester is the one doing the kicking, he’s no longer the grammatical subject. A
passive voice construction can even drop him from the sentence entirely: The ball was kicked. This kind of sentence demonstrates why the active voice is generally preferred—most of the time, the active voice is the right choice for stronger and more direct writing. However, there are plenty of situations where the passive voice comes in handy, as
we’ll talk more about below. How to identify the passive voice Remember the formula for identifying the passive voice? It’s [subject]+[some form of the verb to be]+[past participle of a transitive verb]+[optional prepositional phrase]. Sometimes, applying that formula to a sentence that at first glance looks like it’s in the passive voice can reveal that it
isn’t the passive voice at all. Here are two examples of the kinds of sentences that are often mistaken for being in the passive voice: Chester’s favorite activity is kicking. There were many stars visible in the sky that night. However, both of the sentences above are actually written in the active voice. Notice that neither of them contains a past
participle, and neither subject is receiving a verb’s action. The first uses a form of the verb to be (is) and has an element after the verb (kicking) that could easily replace the subject, which is why it looks a little like the passive voice. But in this case, is is a linking verb, and kicking is a subject complement. The second sentence also uses a form of to be
(were), and its subject (stars) appears after the verb. But it begins with the word there. In sentences that start with there is or there are, there is a grammatical expletive, or dummy noun—a word that doesn’t have a meaning of its own (in this context) but acts as a sort of functional stand-in for a noun. When you ignore the dummy and look at the real
subject, you can see that this sentence, which could be simplified as “Stars are visible,” is another case with a subject, linking verb, and subject complement. Let’s take a look at a couple of similar sentences that are in the passive voice: Chester was kicked by a donkey once. The stars were strung across the sky like Christmas lights. These tick all the
boxes for passive voice that we’ve been talking about: subjects that receive the action (Chester, stars), forms of to be (was, were), past participles (kicked, strung), and one optional prepositional phrase (by a donkey). How to change the passive voice to the active If you look over a piece of your writing and find that you have overused the passive voice
or used it in places where the active voice would be more appropriate, it’s easy to change sentences from the passive to the active. Here are the steps, followed by a couple of examples of sentences using them to become active: Identify the subject, verb, and performer of the verb’s action (either the object of a preposition like by or implied). In the
first example below, the subject officers is implied in the passive voice version but not named in the active voice version. Move the performer into the subject’s position. Change the verb from the past participle to the appropriate conjugation. Move the original subject into the object position. Passive: Multiple parking citations were issued on the day
of the street fair. Active: Officers issued multiple parking citations on the day of the street fair. Passive: The children were dropped off at the corner by the bus driver. Active: The bus driver dropped the children off at the corner. When to use the passive voice There are times when the passive voice does a better job than the active voice of presenting
an idea, especially when the performer of the action of a sentence’s verb is very general or diffuse, is unknown, or should get less emphasis than the recipient of that action. These can include formal, professional, and legal contexts as well as plenty of casual, everyday ones. Here are some common situations where use of the passive voice is
acceptable or desirable. In broad statements about widely held opinions or social norms The passive voice comes in handy for general statements about beliefs and norms. Here’s an example: Tipping less than 20 percent is now considered rude. This sentence communicates that its writer believes enough people share the opinion that tipping less than
20 percent is rude to qualify as a consensus. In other words, the performer of the action—the people doing the considering—is so general that it can be left out of the sentence entirely. In statements about actions with unknown doers When you’re reporting that a crime with an unknown perpetrator, or any other kind of action the performer of which
is unknown, using the passive voice makes sense: My car was stolen yesterday. If you knew who stole the car, you might be closer to getting it back. The passive voice here emphasizes the stolen item and the action of theft. The grass was cut yesterday. The emphasis here is on the grass, which presumably is observably shorter. Someone must have
cut it, but whoever that was is not the concern of this sentence. In scientific contexts Here’s an example of the passive voice being useful in a scientific context: The rat was placed in a T-shaped maze. Who placed the rat in the maze? Scientists, most likely. But that’s less important than the experiment they’'re conducting. In any other situation where
you want to keep the focus on an action and/or the recipient of the action The president was sworn in on a cold January morning. How many people can remember off the top of their head who swears in presidents? Clearly, the occasion of swearing in the commander in chief is the thing to emphasize here. Cleo was transformed by the experience of
traveling alone in Latin America. In this case, we know what brought about the action: the experience of traveling alone in South America. But the thing the sentence most urgently wants us to know is that a person, Cleo, had an important thing happen to them. So making the recipient of the action (Cleo) the subject of the sentence, using the passive
voice, and tucking the performer of the action (the experience) after the action as the object of the preposition by makes sense. In any other case where the active voice is awkward Knowing how to turn the passive voice into the active voice in your sentences is a valuable skill for making your writing clearer a lot of the time. But here are some further
examples of sentences where the passive voice is more natural and clearer for one of the reasons we’ve discussed, paired with examples of how rewriting them in the active voice renders them sterile, awkward, or syntactically contorted. Passive: Bob Dylan was injured in a motorcycle accident. Active: A motorcycle accident injured Bob Dylan. Passive:
Elvis is rumored to be alive. Active: People rumor Elvis to be alive. Passive: Don’t be fooled! Active: Don’t allow anything to fool you! Creative uses of the passive voice Sometimes, writers take advantage of the lack of clarity or shift in emphasis the passive voice provides for creative purposes. Here are some uses for the passive voice as a stylistic
decision that suits the author’s goals. Beating around the bush The novelist Jane Austen was a master of poking fun at her characters so euphemistically that it seemed almost polite, and the passive voice was one of her favorite methods for doing that. Here’s an example: “Mr. Middleton ... pressed them so cordially to dine at Barton Park every day till
they were better settled at home that, though his entreaties were carried to a point of perseverance beyond civility, they could not give offense.” —Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility Austen could have recast this sentence in the active voice like so: Though Mr. Middleton carried his entreaties to a point of perseverance beyond civility, they could not
give offense. Though she probably meant something closer to: Mr. Middleton repeated his invitations to the point of pushiness, but he meant well, and they didn’t feel they could say no. Directing the reader’s attention This is like the grass getting cut or the president being sworn in: The recipient of the action of the verb is more important than the
performer of the action: “That treasure lying in its bed of coral, and the corpse of the commander floating sideways on the bridge, were evoked by historians as an emblem of the city drowned in memories.” —Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera You could invert the author’s sentence to say “Historians evoked that treasure” and so on,
but Garcia Marquez wanted to intrigue readers with the treasure and corpse rather than make them think about historians, and he used the passive voice to make that happen. When to avoid the passive voice As we’ve seen, the passive voice has its uses. However, it is very easy to overuse or misuse in most kinds of writing, and it can sap your writing
of its energy. The trick is learning how to recognize the kinds of sentences in which the passive voice should be avoided in favor of the active voice. For clarity and energy The passive voice can make it harder for the reader to understand what is being said or what produced the experience being discussed, while the active voice is generally more
direct and dynamic. Notice the difference between these examples: Passive: The dinner was planned and all the guests invited. Active: The host planned the dinner and invited all the guests. To reduce wordiness Many sentences in the passive voice include the performer of the verb’s action as the object in a prepositional phrase beginning with by.
Avoiding that kind of construction cuts down on the number of words you use to express an idea in your writing: Passive: I was given a cameo ring by my grandmother. Active: My grandmother gave me a cameo ring. In academic writing Academic writing, which deals with complex subjects and can be inclined toward vagueness and jargon to begin
with, is particularly susceptible to overuse of the passive voice. Look out for the following kinds of passive constructions: Passive: The data that had been collected by the researcher was revealed to be faulty from an ethical point of view, and the study was retracted by the journal. Active: Reviewers discovered that the researcher’s data collection
practices failed to meet ethical standards, and the journal retracted the study. To take responsibility Sometimes, someone wants to acknowledge that something unsavory happened without making it crystal clear who was at fault. Here is a classic passive voice example and an active voice version in which the mistake makers demonstrate
accountability: Passive: Mistakes were made. Active: We made mistakes. The passive voice gets a bad rap, and it’s true that most of the time, especially if you're writing anything with a definitive subject that is performing an action, you’'re better off using the active voice. However, there are many situations in your writing that the passive voice is
tailor-made for. Knowing when the passive voice is called for and when to avoid it is a hallmark of a good writer. Passive voice FAQs What is the passive voice? The passive voice is the grammatical voice that shows that the subject of a clause or sentence is receiving the verb’s action rather than performing it. It often uses a form of to be plus the past
participle of the main verb. When is it OK to use the passive voice? It’s acceptable and often advisable to use the passive voice in sentences where you want the main focus to be on the action of the verb and/or the recipient of that action. These sentences are often general statements about beliefs and norms or statements where the performer of the
verb’s action is unknown and often in legal or scientific contexts. When should you avoid the passive voice? It is better to avoid the passive voice and use the active voice in most writing, especially when you want to be clear, concise, direct, dynamic, and/or engaging. It’s also important to be aware that there is a tendency to overuse the passive voice
in academic and corporate contexts as well as to avoid responsibility for errors. Your writing, at its best.Works on all your favorite websitesRelated Articles Passive voice definition: The passive voice is a style of writing where what would be the object of a sentence becomes the subject of the sentence. What is Passive Voice? What does passive voice
mean? The passive writing voice occurs when something that is ordinarily “done by” the subject of a sentence is “done by” the object of a sentence. In the passive writing voice, whatever is doing the action of the sentence is not the grammatical subject of the sentence. Passive Voice Examples: The work was completed by Jaime. Even though “Jaime”
completed the work, “Jaime” is not the grammatical subject of this sentence. The subject of this sentence is “work.” In passive sentences, the thing that seems to be doing the action will be ordered chronologically after the verb. The ball was hit by Johnny. Again, in this sentence, rather than say, “Johnny hit the ball.” the ball becomes the subject of
the sentence. How is the Passive Voice Formed? Passive construction: The passive writing voice is formed when what should be the object of a sentence becomes the subject of a sentence. To construct a sentence in the passive writing voice, the subject will be followed by a “to be” verb with a past participle. Examples of Passive Voice: Start with
active voice. Austin bought clothes. “Austin” is subject; “clothes” is object The object becomes the subject. Add “to be” and past participle (Optional) Add original subject (and a preposition, when necessary) The clothes were bought by Austin. Passive vs. Active Voice: What’s the Difference? What is a passive sentence? The passive writing voice occurs
when the action is done by what seems like it should be the subject. What is an active sentence? Active voice occurs when the subject “does” the action of the sentence. Active Voice Example: Shakespeare wrote the play. In this sentence, Shakespeare is “doing” the action of the sentence. Active vs. Passive Voice Examples: Shakespeare wrote the play.
(active) The play was written by Shakespeare. (passive) The subject is typically clearer in active voice whereas in passive voice it may seem like the object is the subject. More Examples: President Barack Obama signed a rescue package on Thursday for financially strapped Puerto Rico, which is facing more than $70 billion in debt and a major
payment due Friday. ~ABC News (active) A bill designed to reclaim businesses that have left the state and better Missouri’s port infrastructure was signed into law by Gov. Jay Nixon Tuesday. -The Missouri Times (passive) Should You Avoid Passive Voice in Writing? Active voice is usually favored in writing. This is because sentences in the active
voice are usually more direct, clear, and concise. They can eliminate confusion, especially in regard to subject identification. The passive voice is used less frequently in writing. However, it should not be avoided altogether. Some phrases in English are always stated in the passive voice (i.e. The book was written by Herman Melville). Stylistically,
passive voice can be used as well. The passive voice can add style when: the writer wants the “punch” to be at the end of a sentence; the agent is unknown or unimportant (i.e. The person doing the action is unknown.); the writer wants to hide the agent’s identity Many will say that the passive voice is not permitted in good writing. This is untrue.
Good writers know how to delicately blend the passive writing voice with active sentences. Like all writing techniques, passive voice should be used with intention and purpose. Passive Voice vs. Active Voice Exercises Are these sentences written in the active or passive writing voice? This episode was brought to you by Coca-Cola. Children danced in
the halls to celebrate the last day of school. The china was made in Japan. We bought a new entertainment unit. The fossil has been discovered. See Answers Below. Summary: What is a Passive Voice? Define passive voice: The definition of passive voice is when the recipient of the verb’s action becomes the subject of a sentence. The passive voice is
not common in writing. However, it is a stylistic choice that writers will occasionally use for effect. The passive writing voice occurs when what would be the object of a sentence becomes the subject. Answers: Passive Active Passive Active Passive For more information on English voice, see our full article on the active voice. Grammatical construction
This article is about the passive voice generally. For the passive voice in English, see English passive voice. Transitivity and valency Transitivity Intransitive verbTransitive verbDitransitive verb Valence increasing CausativeApplicativeBenefactiveDative shift Valence decreasing PassiveAntipassiveImpersonal passive Reflexives and reciprocals
Reflexive pronounReflexive verbReciprocal constructionReciprocal pronoun Linguistics portalvte A passive voice construction is a grammatical voice construction that is found in many languages.[1] In a clause with passive voice, the grammatical subject expresses the theme or patient of the main verb - that is, the person or thing that undergoes the
action or has its state changed.[2] This contrasts with active voice, in which the subject has the agent role. For example, in the passive sentence "The tree was pulled down", the subject (the tree) denotes the patient rather than the agent of the action. In contrast, the sentences "Someone pulled down the tree" and "The tree is down" are active
sentences. Typically, in passive clauses, what is usually expressed by the object (or sometimes another argument) of the verb is now expressed by the subject, while what is usually expressed by the subject is either omitted or is indicated by some adjunct of the clause. Thus, turning an active sense of a verb into a passive sense is a valence-decreasing
process ("detransitivizing process"), because it syntactically turns a transitive sense into an intransitive sense.[3] This is not always the case; for example in Japanese a passive-voice construction does not necessarily decrease valence.[4] Many languages have both an active and a passive voice; this allows for greater flexibility in sentence construction,
as either the semantic agent or patient may take the syntactic role of subject.[5] The use of passive voice allows speakers to organize stretches of discourse by placing figures other than the agent in subject position. This may be done to foreground the patient, recipient, or other thematic role;[5] it may also be useful when the semantic patient is the
topic of on-going discussion.[6] The passive voice may also be used to avoid specifying the agent of an action. Different languages use various grammatical forms to indicate passive voice. In some languages, passive voice is indicated by verb conjugation, specific forms of the verb. Examples of languages that indicate voice through conjugation include
Greek, Latin, and North Germanic languages such as Swedish. Voice Latin Swedish Meaning Passive Vinum a servo portatur. Vinet bars av tjanaren. "The wine is carried by the waiter." Active Servus vinum portat. Tjanaren bar vinet. "The waiter carries the wine." Norwegian (Nynorsk) and Icelandic have a similar system, but the usage of the passive
is more restricted. The passive forms in Nynorsk are restricted to being accompanied by an auxiliary verb, which is not the case in Swedish and Danish. Nynorsk uses "a verte" or "a bli" + past participle for passive voice, and Swedish and Danish use the passive suffix "-s" and Icelandic uses "ad verda" or "ad vera" + past participle or "-st" suffix for
middle voice.[citation needed][7] In Latin, the agent of a passive sentence (if indicated) is expressed using a noun in the ablative case, in this case servo (the ablative of servus). Different languages use different methods for expressing the agent in passive clauses. In Swedish, the agent can be expressed by means of a prepositional phrase with the
preposition av (equivalent here to the English "by"). The Austronesian language Kimaragang Dusun also indicates passive voice by verb conjugation using the infix, (in).[3] root past passive meaning patay pinatay "was killed" nakaw ninakaw "was stolen" garas ginaras "was butchered" Other languages, including English, express the passive voice
periphrastically, using an auxiliary verb. Main article: English passive voice English, like some other languages, uses a periphrastic passive. Rather than conjugating directly for voice, English uses the past participle form of the verb plus an auxiliary verb, either be or get (called linking verbs in traditional grammar), to indicate passive voice. The
money was donated to the school. The vase got broken during the fight. All men are created equal. If the agent is mentioned, it usually appears in a prepositional phrase introduced by the preposition by. Without agent: The paper was marked. With agent: The paper was marked by Mr. Tan. The subject of the passive voice usually corresponds to the
direct object of the corresponding active-voice formulation (as in the above examples), but English also allows passive constructions in which the subject corresponds to an indirect object or preposition complement: We were given tickets. (subject we corresponds to the indirect object of give) Tim was operated on yesterday. (subject Tim corresponds
to the complement of the preposition on) In sentences of the second type, a stranded preposition is left. This is called the prepositional passive or pseudo-passive (although the latter term can also be used with other meanings). The active voice is the dominant voice used in English. Many commentators, notably George Orwell in his essay "Politics and
the English Language" and Strunk & White in The Elements of Style, have urged minimizing use of the passive voice, but this is almost always based on these commentators' misunderstanding of what the passive voice is.[8] Contrary to common critiques, the passive voice has important uses, with virtually all writers using the passive voice (including
Orwell and Strunk & White).[9] There is general agreement that the passive voice is useful for emphasis or when the receiver of the action is more important than the actor.[10] Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage refers to three statistical studies of passive versus active sentences in various periodicals, stating: "the highest incidence of
passive constructions was 13 percent. Orwell runs to a little over 20 percent in "Politics and the English Language". Clearly he found the construction useful in spite of his advice to avoid it as much as possible".[10] In the field of linguistics, the term passive is applied to a wide range of grammatical structures. Linguists therefore find it difficult to
define the term in a way that makes sense across all human languages. The canonical passive in European languages has the following properties: The subject is not an agent. There is a change in: word order; or in nominal morphology—the form of the nouns in the sentence. There is specific verbal morphology—a particular form of the verb indicates
passive voice. The problem arises with non-European languages. Many constructions in these languages share at least one property with the canonical European passive, but not all. While it seems justified to call these constructions passive when comparing them to European languages' passive constructions, as a whole the passives of the world's
languages do not share a single common feature.[1]:255 R. M. W. Dixon has defined four criteria for determining whether a construction is a passive:[11] It applies to underlying transitive clauses and forms a derived intransitive. The entity that is the patient or the object of the transitive verb in the underlying representation (indicated as O in
linguistic terminology) becomes the core argument of the clause (indicated as S, since the core argument is the subject of an intransitive). The agent in the underlying representation (indicated as A) becomes a chémeur, a noun in the periphery that is not a core argument. It is marked by a non-core case or becomes part of an adpositional phrase, etc.
This can be omitted, but there is always the option of including it. There is some explicit marking of the construction. Dixon acknowledges that this excludes some constructions labeled as passive by some linguists.[11] In some languages, including several Southeast Asian languages, the passive voice is sometimes used to indicate that an action or
event was unpleasant or undesirable.[3] This so-called adversative passive works like the ordinary passive voice in terms of syntactic structure—that is, a theme or instrument acts as subject. In addition, the construction indicates adversative affect, suggesting that someone was negatively affected. In Japanese, for example, the adversative passive
(also called indirect passive) indicates adversative affect. The indirect or adversative passive has the same form as the direct passive. Unlike the direct passive, the indirect passive may be used with intransitive verbs.[12] f€Fh'Hanako-gaHanako-NOMP#Mtonari-noneighbor-GEN%4 [Cgakusei-nistudent-DATE 7 J % piano-opiano-ACCEE Tasa-
mademorning-untils#h\ iz, hika-re-ta.played-PASS-PFVEFA B Z4£IC E7 J & 83£ T #h iz, Hanako-ga tonari-no gakusei-ni piano-o asa-made hika-re-ta.Hanako-NOM neighbor-GEN student-DAT piano-ACC morning-until played-PASS-PFV"Hanako was adversely affected by the neighboring student playing the piano until morning."[12] Yup'ik,
from the Eskimo-Aleut family, has two different suffixes that can indicate passive, -cir- and -ma-. The morpheme -cir- has an adversative meaning. If an agent is included in a passive sentence with the -cir passive, the noun is usually in the allative (oblique) case.[13] neqgerrluk yukucirtugneqge-rrlukfish-departed.from.natural.stateyuku-cir-tu-gbe.moldy-
get-IND.INTR-3sgneqe-rrluk yuku-cir-tu-qfish-departed.from.natural.state be.moldy-get-IND.INTR-3sg"That beautiful piece of dry fish got moldy."[13] See also: English passive voice § Stative and adjectival uses In some languages, for example English, there is often a similarity between clauses expressing an action or event in the passive voice and
clauses expressing a state. For example, the string of words "The dog is fed" can have the following two different meanings: The dog is fed (twice a day). The dog is fed (so we can leave now). The additions in parentheses "force" the same string of words to clearly show only one of their two possible grammatical functions and the related meaning. In
the first sentence, the combination of the auxiliary verb "is" and the past participle "fed" is a regular example of the construction of the passive voice in English. In the second sentence, "is" can however be interpreted as an ordinary copula and the past participle as an adjective. Sentences of the second type are called false passives by some linguists,
who feel that such sentences are simply confused with the passive voice due to their outward similarity. Other linguists consider the second type to be a different kind of passive - a stative passive (rarely called statal, static, or resultative passive), in contrast to the dynamic or eventive passive illustrated by the first sentence. Some languages express
or can express these different meanings using different constructions. The difference between dynamic and stative passives is more evident in languages such as German that use different words or constructions for the two.[14] In German, the auxiliary verb sein marks static passive (German: Zustandspassiv, rarely statisches Passiv, in referring to
German also called sein-Passiv or Sein-Passiv), while werden marks the dynamic passive (Vorgangspassiv or Handlungspassiv, rarely dynamisches Passiv, in referring to German also called werden-Passiv or Werden-Passiv or simply Passiv or Passivum).[15] The English string of words "the lawn is mown" has two possible meanings corresponding to
the example "the dog is fed" above. It can be used in the following two different senses: dynamic: The lawn is mown (once a week). stative: The lawn is mown (so they're probably not gone.) German uses two different grammatical constructions for these sentences: dynamic: Der Rasen wird (einmal pro Woche) gemaht. stative: Der Rasen ist geméaht
(also sind sie wahrscheinlich nicht verreist).[fn 1] Further examples and explanations: dynamic: Der Rasen wird (gerade/oft) gemaht ("The lawn is being mown right now" / "The lawn is mown often", literally "The lawn gets mown right now / often", dynamic) stative: Der Rasen ist (schon) gemaht. ("The lawn is [already] mown.") A number of German
verbs such as bedecken ("cover"), erfillen ("fill"), and trennen ("separate"), when used as stative verbs, usually only form static passives. - Schnee bedeckt die Erde ("Snow covers the ground", active) - Die Erde ist mit Schnee bedeckt ("The ground is covered with snow", static) - rare, poetic: Die Erde wird durch Schnee bedeckt ("The ground is being
covered with snow", dynamic) - but not: *Die StrafSe wird mit Trimmern bedeckt. (The English equivalent would be equally incorrect: *"The street is being covered with rubble.") - correct: Die Stralse ist mit Trimmern bedeckt. ("The street is covered with rubble.")[16] In English, the passive voice expressed with the auxiliary verb "get" rather than
"be" ("get-passive") expresses a dynamic rather than a static meaning. But when the auxiliary verb "be" is used, the main verb can have either a dynamic or static meaning as shown below (including copies of some examples from above): The dog gets fed twice a day. (dynamic) The dog is fed (twice a day). (dynamic) The dog is fed (so we can leave
now). (stative) The couple got married last spring. (dynamic) The marriage was celebrated last spring. (dynamic) It is agreed that laws were invented for the safety of citizens. (stative) Verbs that typically express static meaning can show dynamic meaning when used in the passive formed with get, for example be known (static) vs. get known
(dynamic): Zoltan is known for hosting big parties. (static) Get your foot in the door, get known. (dynamic)[17] Impersonal verb List of common English usage misconceptions ~ Despite the superficial resemblance of "der Rasen ist gemaht" to the perfect tense construction of some intransitive German verbs in the active voice (e.g. er ist gekommen)
and all verbs in the passive (e.g. der Rasen ist gemaht worden), "der Rasen ist [schon] gemaht" and the equivalent English sentence #2 (the lawn is [already] mown) are clearly present tense, not perfect tense. The English example could of course be rephrased to mean the same thing in the perfect tense as "the lawn has [already] been mown..." (der
Rasen ist [schon] gemaht worden...), but it would be incorrect to label either the English original or its German equivalent as "perfect tense". ™ a b Siewierska, Anna (1984). The Passive: A Comparative Linguistic Analysis. London: Croom Helm. ~ O'Grady, William; John Archibald; Mark Aronoff; Janie Rees-Miller (2001). Contemporary Linguistics: An
Introduction (Fourth ed.). Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's. ISBN 978-0-312-24738-6. ™ a b ¢ Kroeger, Paul (2005). Analyzing Grammar: An Introduction. Cambridge University Press. ISBN 978-0521816229. ~ Booij, Geert E.; Christian Lehmann; Joachim Mugdan; Stavros Skopeteas (2004). Morphologie / Morphology. Walter de Gruyter. ISBN 978-3-11-
019427-2. Retrieved 13 September 2013. © a b Saeed, John (1997). Semantics. Oxford: Blackwell. ISBN 978-0-631-20035-2. ©~ Croft, William (1991). Syntactic Categories and Grammatical Relations: The Cognitive Organization of Information. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN 978-0-226-12090-4. ~ Khan, Simeron (Jan 12, 2023). "Passive
Voice Conjugations in Norwegian and Icelandic Languages". EnglishGrammarEsl.com. Archived from the original on April 12, 2023. Retrieved April 12, 2023. © Pullum, Geoffrey (2014). "Fear and Loathing of the English Passive" (PDF). Language and Communication. 37: 60-74. CiteSeerX 10.1.1.643.9747. do0i:10.1016/j.langcom.2013.08.009. ©
Freeman, Jan (2009-03-22). "Active resistance: What we get wrong about the passive voice". The Boston Globe. Boston. ISSN 0743-1791. Archived from the original on 2010-01-13. Retrieved 2010-03-01. All good writers use the passive voice. ™~ a b Merriam-Webster (1989). Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage. Merriam-Webster. pp. 720-
21. ISBN 978-0-87779-132-4. There is general agreement that the passive is useful when the receiver of the action is more important than the doer|...] The passive is also useful when the doer is unknown, unimportant, or perhaps too obvious to be worth mentioning. ~ a b Dixon, R.M.W. (1994). Ergativity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

p. 146. ©~ a b Tsujimura, Natsuko (1996). An Introduction to Japanese Linguistics. Oxford: Blackwell. ISBN 978-0-631-19855-0. ™ a b Mithun, Marianne (2000). "Valency-changing derivation in Central Alaskan Yup'ik". In R.M.W. Dixon; Alexendra Aikhenvald (eds.). Changing Valency: Case Studies in Transitivity. Cambridge University Press. p. 90.
ISBN 9780521660396. ©~ Anagnostopoulou, Elena (2003). "Participles and voice". In A. Alexiadou; M. Rathert; A. von Stechow (eds.). Perfect Explorations. Walter de Gruyter. pp. 1-36. ISBN 978-3-11-090235-8. ©~ Maienborn, Claudia (2008). "Das Zustandspassiv. Grammatische Einordnung - Bildungsbeschrankung - Interpretationsspielraum".
Zeitschrift fir Germanistische Linguistik (in German). 35 (1-2): 1-268. do0i:10.1515/ZGL.2007.005. S2CID 145225618. ©~ Grebe, Paul, ed. (1973). Die Grammatik der deutschen Gegenwartssprache [Grammar of the contemporary German language] (3rd ed.). Mannheim: Dudenverlag. pp. 91-95. ISBN 978-3-411-00914-5. ™ Knabe, Norman (January
2009). The Get-Passives as an Emotive Language Device. GRIN Verlag. ISBN 978-3-640-25174-2. Retrieved 13 November 2012. Confusion over avoiding the passive Siewierska, Anna. 2005. Passive constructions. In Martin Haspelmath, Matthew S. Dryer, David Gil & Bernard Comrie (eds.), The World Atlas of Language Structures, 434-437. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. Zuiiiga, Fernando & Seppo Kittila. 2019. Grammatical Voice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. doi:10.1017/9781316671399 Retrieved from " Home » English Grammar » Active vs Passive Voice » How to Form Passive Voice » The Pros and Cons of Using Passive Voice: When and How to Form It CorrectlyEstimated
reading time: 8 minutesHave you ever been told to “avoid passive voice” without really understanding why? If so, you're not alone. Many English learners hear this advice but struggle to grasp when and why passive voice should—or shouldn’t—be used.Passive voice is one of the most debated topics in English writing. Some argue it makes sentences
weak or unclear, while others see it as a useful tool in specific contexts. The truth? Passive voice is neither inherently bad nor always necessary—it’s about knowing when and how to use it effectively.To gain a deeper understanding of English grammar, check out the best English grammar course on Udemy. This course will help you master passive
and active voice, so you can use them confidently in your writing and speaking.Table of contentsPassive voice follows a simple formula:Subject + form of “to be” + past participle + (optional agent with “by”)This structure shifts the focus from the doer of the action to the action itself.Example: The cake was baked by my grandmother. (passive) My
grandmother baked the cake. (active)In the passive sentence, the emphasis is on the cake rather than on who baked it. This can be useful when the doer is unknown, unimportant, or implied.Another key feature of passive voice is the use of different tenses with the verb “to be.”Present simple: The report is written every year.Past simple: The decision
was made yesterday.Future: A new law will be introduced soon.While passive voice has its place in English, overusing it can make writing sound unclear or impersonal.Passive voice is commonly used in several types of writing, particularly when the focus is on the action rather than the subject performing it.Writers often use passive voice to sound
objective and remove personal bias.Example: The results were analyzed carefully. (focus on results, not the researcher)Journalists frequently use passive voice to emphasize actions and outcomes, especially when the subject is unknown or less important.Example: A new policy was introduced by the government yesterday.This phrasing highlights the
policy rather than the government itself.Passive voice can make statements sound more formal and less direct, which is useful in professional or diplomatic situations.Example: An error was made in the calculations. (softer than “You made an error.”)Want to see how passive voice is used in news and entertainment? FluentU offers real-world video
content with interactive subtitles to help you recognize passive voice in context.When It Helps Maintain ObjectivityIn some types of writing, objectivity is crucial. Passive voice allows writers to focus on the action itself rather than who performed it, which is especially useful in scientific, legal, and business contexts.Why?It removes personal bias or
unnecessary emphasis on the subject.It makes information sound more neutral and professional.Example: A new vaccine was developed to fight the virus. (Here, the focus is on the vaccine, not who developed it.)In research papers, legal documents, and business reports, passive voice helps keep the tone formal and fact-based, making it easier to
present findings without sounding subjective.Passive voice is also useful in professional communication because it can soften statements and make them sound more diplomatic. Instead of assigning blame or sounding harsh, passive constructions help maintain a neutral or polite tone.Example: A mistake was made. (Less accusatory) You made a
mistake. (Direct and potentially confrontational)This approach is particularly helpful in workplace emails, customer service interactions, and official reports, where a direct tone might come across as too strong.If you want to improve your formal English writing skills, British Council English Online offers expert-crafted courses designed to help you
communicate with clarity and professionalism.One of the biggest drawbacks of passive voice is that it can make writing unclear or vague, especially when it hides who is responsible for an action.Example: Mistakes were made. (But by whom?) Our team made mistakes. (More specific and accountable)When passive voice is overused, sentences can
become unnecessarily wordy and indirect. This can make it harder for readers to understand the main point.Compare: A decision was reached after much discussion. The managers reached a decision after much discussion.While passive voice has its place, it’s important to avoid using it in situations where clarity and directness are needed.Active
voice tends to make writing clearer, more direct, and more engaging. Sentences are usually shorter and easier to follow because the subject comes first, making it immediately clear who is performing the action.Comparison: The book was read by Sarah. (Passive) Sarah read the book. (Active, more dynamic)Active voice also makes writing feel
stronger and more confident, which is particularly useful in storytelling, persuasive writing, and everyday conversation.Example: A new product was launched by the company. The company launched a new product.Strengthen your vocabulary and sentence structure with MosaLingua, which uses spaced repetition to help you retain new phrases and
build clearer, more effective sentences.Passive voice is not inherently bad—it just needs to be used intentionally. In some cases, it’s the best choice because it shifts the focus from the doer to the action itself.Use passive voice when:The doer of the action is unknown or unimportant.The action itself is the main focus of the sentence.You want to
maintain a formal or objective tone.Example: The bridge was built in 1998. (The construction date is more important than who built it.) A new law was passed to improve public safety. (The focus is on the law, not the lawmakers.)The key is to use passive voice sparingly and only when it serves a clear purpose. In most cases, active voice creates
stronger and clearer sentences.If you find yourself overusing passive voice, try converting sentences to active voice for greater clarity and engagement.Example: The project was completed by the team. (Passive) The team completed the project. (Active)Another example: A mistake was made in the report. (Passive) The analyst made a mistake in the
report. (Active)To master switching between active and passive voice in real-life conversations, practice with native speakers on Italki. Getting real-time feedback will help you build confidence in your sentence structure and grammar skills.Passive voice is not something to be feared—it’s a tool. When used strategically, it can enhance objectivity, add
formality, and shift focus where needed. However, overusing it can make writing vague and confusing. The key is knowing when to use it and when to opt for active voice instead.To sharpen your skills, try this simple exercise:Identify passive sentences in your writing.Rewrite them in active voice when clarity is needed.Compare both versions to see
which sounds stronger.For expert guidance on English grammar, enroll in the best English grammar course on Udemy and take your skills to the next level. What is passive voice in English? Passive voice is a sentence structure where the focus is on the action rather than the person or thing performing it. It follows the formula: Subject + form of “to
be” + past participle (+ “by” agent, if needed).Example: The book was written by the author. (Passive) The author wrote the book. (Active)To master passive and active voice, check out the best English grammar course on Udemy.How can I switch between passive and active voice? To change a passive sentence to active voice, identify the subject and
move it to the beginning of the sentence.Example: The project was completed by the team. (Passive) The team completed the project. (Active)Want more practice? MosaLingua helps you build better sentence structures with spaced repetition exercises.Why is passive voice considered weak in writing? Passive voice can make sentences vague and
wordy, especially when overused. It often hides who is responsible for an action, leading to confusion.Example: A mistake was made in the report. (Who made it?) The manager made a mistake in the report. (Clearer and more direct)If you want to improve clarity in your writing, LingQ provides real-world reading and listening exercises to help
reinforce sentence structure.How can I practice using passive voice correctly? Try these exercises:Take a paragraph from a book or article and rewrite it in both active and passive voice.Record yourself reading both versions to hear the difference in tone and clarity.Use online tools or a tutor to get feedback.For a structured approach to mastering
grammar, enroll in the best English grammar course on Udemy and refine your skills with expert guidance. Getting to grips with the passive voice in English might seem like a chore. You see it everywhere - in books, on the news, and even in your favorite songs. But what exactly is it? And more importantly, why does it matter? It’s all about who’s
doing what to whom. Sounds simple, right? But here’s the kicker: mastering the passive voice can transform your English. It’s not just about sounding smarter or writing better essays (though it certainly helps with those). It’s about understanding how language shapes our world. And guess what? We’re about to make sense of it all without making



you yawn. So, where do we start on this journey? Hang tight, because by the end of this, you’ll be wielding the passive voice like a pro. The passive voice is a way of writing or speaking where the object of an action becomes the subject of the sentence. For example, instead of saying “The cat chased the mouse,” in passive voice, you would say “The
mouse was chased by the cat.” This style often makes sentences longer and can make it unclear who is performing the action. However, it’s useful in formal writing or when the doer of the action is unknown or unimportant. To form a passive sentence, you need the correct form of the verb “to be” and the past participle of the main verb. Remember,
using the passive voice can make your writing harder to understand if overused. It’s best to use it carefully and mix it with active voice sentences for clearer communication. Understanding the Passive Voice in English Grammar The passive voice is when the subject of a sentence is the recipient of the action, as opposed to performing the action itself,
which is known as the active voice. Often perceived as formal or complex, the passive voice serves specific functions in English Grammar that prioritize the action or the object of the sentence over the actor. To form a passive sentence, the verb “to be” is combined with the past participle of the main verb. The following table demonstrates this
formation by contrasting active and passive sentences across different verb tenses: Active Voice Passive Voice I write a letter. A letter is written by me. John painted the wall. The wall was painted by John. They will renovate the house. The house will be renovated by them. Mary is baking a cake. A cake is being baked by Mary. As seen in the table, the
subject and object positions are reversed in passive sentences when compared to their active counterparts. The passive sentence includes the verb “to be” and the past participle of the main verb, such as “is written” or “was painted”. Furthermore, the passive voice emphasizes the action, whereas the active voice emphasizes the subject performing
the action. “In passive sentences, the focus is on the receiver of the action, not the performer of the action. This allows for flexibility in our communication and lends itself to various writing styles and purposes.” Passive voice can be found in a variety of writing genres, including academic papers, news reports, and official documents. Its usage differs
from the active voice, as it shifts the emphasis from the doer of an action to the action being performed or the object being acted upon. In the next section of this article, we will discuss when and why to use the passive voice for effective communication. Related: "I Graditated" or "I Have Graduated" - Which is Correct?Take note of the following key
points when considering the use of passive voice in your writing: The passive voice presents the subject of a sentence as the recipient of the action. It is formed by combining the verb “to be” with the past participle of the main verb. Passive sentences may prioritize the action or the object of the sentence over the actor. The choice between active and
passive voice depends on the desired emphasis and communication style. Now that you have a better understanding of the passive voice in English grammar, continue reading to explore its various applications and functions in different writing contexts. When and Why to Use the Passive Voice Considering the significance of passive voice in English
sentence construction, it becomes crucial to understand when and why this particular voice should be applied. The following scenarios demonstrate the utility and effectiveness of employing the passive voice in context: The Subject is Unknown or Unimportant The passive voice is most suitable when the subject performing the action is unknown or
irrelevant. In such cases, emphasis is placed on the action itself or the recipient. This is common in situations where the perpetrator is unidentified, such as the theft of a bag or a break-in at a house. Emphasizing the Action over the Actor When the outcome of the action is more significant than who performed it, the passive voice serves to highlight
the action. This can be seen in contexts like delay announcements or the reporting of events caused by natural disasters, where the result of such events is the focus, rather than the actor responsible for the action. When the Subject is Obvious or Known to All If the actor is apparent and requires no explicit mention, the passive voice can be
appropriately used. Examples include routine actions carried out by recognized figures or entities, such as arrests made by police or services performed by specific personnel. In these cases, the passive sentence emphasizes the action without redundant identification of the subject. Conveying a General Truth or Widely Accepted Idea Passive voice
effectively communicates general truths or widely accepted ideas, where the actor is the general public or the consensus, thereby eliminating the need to specify the subject. This usage underlines the action or idea itself, focusing on the main message without redundantly mentioning the commonly understood subject. Forming the Passive Voice: A
Step-by-Step Explanation The process of forming passive voice in English sentences is inherently linked to the use of the verb “to be” and the past participle of the main verb. Understanding how to combine these elements is crucial for mastering passive voice sentence constructions. Let’s take a comprehensive look at the key steps involved in
forming passive voice sentences. Identify the main verb: Determine the action verb in your sentence. Conjugate the verb “to be”: Choose the appropriate form of the verb “to be” depending on the tense required. Form the past participle: Create the past participle of the main verb. Reorder the sentence components: Organize the sentence with the
subject receiving the action, followed by the conjugated “to be” and the past participle. Related: Is It Correct to Say "I Am Very Much Looking Forward"?Now, it’s essential to explore how verb tense affects the formation of passive voice sentences. As the required tense changes, so does the form of the verb “to be” and, consequently, the passive
sentence construction. Tense Example in Active Voice Example in Passive Voice Present Simple They clean the office every day. The office is cleaned every day. Past Simple She finished the report last night. The report was finished last night. Future Simple They will build a new bridge next year. A new bridge will be built next year. Present Perfect He
has submitted his application. His application has been submitted. Aside from the standard verb tenses, passive voice constructions can also accommodate structures using infinitives and gerunds. Examples: To be given (infinitive) Being told (gerund) With these English grammar rules and the step-by-step explanation provided, you can now form
passive voice sentences in various situations confidently. Practice is essential to develop fluency, so don’t hesitate to play with different verb tenses and sentence structures to hone your skills. The Impact of Verb Tenses on the Passive Voice The tense of the verb “to be” plays a crucial role in forming the passive voice, as it must align with the
temporal context of the action. From the simple present to past perfect tenses, each verb tense modifies the structure of the passive sentence, reflecting the time-frame in which the action occurred, is occurring, or will occur. Understanding how verb tenses influence the structure and meaning of passive voice sentences helps to improve clarity and
conciseness in your writing. Here’s a breakdown of how verb conjugation impacts passive voice sentences across different English tenses: English Tense Active Voice Example Passive Voice Example Simple Present They make the decision. The decision is made by them. Present Continuous They are making the decision. The decision is being made by
them. Simple Past They made the decision. The decision was made by them. Past Continuous They were making the decision. The decision was being made by them. Simple Future They will make the decision. The decision will be made by them. Future Continuous They will be making the decision. (not commonly used in passive voice) Present Perfect
They have made the decision. The decision has been made by them. Past Perfect They had made the decision. The decision had been made by them. Future Perfect They will have made the decision. The decision will have been made by them. As demonstrated in the table above, the verb tense greatly affects the construction of passive voice sentences.
By mastering the use of appropriate verb conjugations, you can ensure your writing is not only grammatically accurate but also effectively conveys the intended information. Passive Voice in Action: Real-World Examples In this section, we will dive into the real-life application of passive voice constructions, shedding light on their widespread usage in
academic writing, scientific reports, and news reporting. Engaging with these practical examples will allow you to grasp the importance of passive voice in professional writing more effectively. Related: "At School" Or "In School" - Easy Preposition GuidePassive Voice in Academic and Scientific Writing Academic and scientific writing adheres to a
formal style that often favors the use of passive constructions. The passive voice is preferred because it establishes objectivity and emphasizes the process, results, or evidence, rather than the individual researchers. This allows the reader to focus solely on the informational content and methodology of a study or experiment. Below are some passive
voice examples commonly encountered in academic and scientific writing: The samples were analyzed using a mass spectrometer. The temperature was maintained at 37°C throughout the experiment. Participants were randomly assigned to one of two groups. Utilization of Passive Voice in News Reporting News reporting frequently employs passive
voice constructions to prioritize the delivery of information. Reports often need to detail events or incidents where the full facts are not yet available, or the agent is intentionally omitted. By using passive constructions, the pertinent details can be conveyed effectively without engaging in unnecessary speculation about who carried out the action. The
following examples demonstrate how the passive voice is utilized in news reporting: Major road closures were announced due to heavy snowfall in the area. A rare painting was stolen from a prestigious art gallery last night. Several homes were evacuated after a gas leak was detected in the neighborhood. Passive voice in professional writing lends an
air of objectivity, stylistic formality, and informational emphasis, making it an essential aspect of practical grammar. Understanding and mastering the use of passive voice constructions is a crucial element of professional writing and practical grammar. Whether it’s for academic papers, scientific reports, or news articles, the passive voice allows
writers to focus on the information and outcomes, while maintaining a formal and objective tone. Through the examples provided in this section, you can better comprehend the real-world application of passive voice in various contexts. Exercises to Master the Passive Voice in Your Writing Improving your grasp on passive voice requires consistent
practice and a variety of exercises to fine-tune your grammar skills. In this section, we’ll focus on effective activities that will help you understand when and how to use the passive voice in your writing. By regularly engaging in these exercises, you can reinforce your knowledge and adapt it to various writing contexts. To begin, experiment with
converting active sentences to passive ones and vice versa. This will help you identify the differences between the two constructions and understand the situations in which they are most appropriate. Additionally, pay special attention to verb tenses, as this will aid in the accurate formation of passive sentences based on the action’s time-frame. Next,
put your passive voice skills to the test by engaging in exercises that mimic real-world scenarios. This can involve academic writing, news reporting, or other contexts where the passive voice plays a crucial role. Lastly, take advantage of resources like quizzes and online tools that provide further practice and support your ongoing development of
passive voice mastery in different writing styles. By actively participating in these grammar exercises and applying the passive voice knowledge acquired in this guide, you’ll effectively improve your writing skills and better understand how to deliver clear, concise, and impactful messages in various contexts. Unlock the Secrets of English! Subscribe
now and transform your language skills with insider tips, tricks, and exclusive content! You May Also Like: Printable PDF Version Fair-Use Policy In English, all sentences are in either “active” or “passive” voice: active: Werner Heisenberg formulated the uncertainty principle in 1927. passive: The uncertainty principle was formulated by Werner
Heisenberg in 1927. In an active sentence, the person or thing responsible for the action in the sentence comes first. In a passive sentence, the person or thing acted on comes first, and the actor is added at the end, introduced with the preposition “by.” The passive form of the verb is signaled by a form of “to be”: in the sentence above, “was
formulated” is in passive voice while “formulated” is in active. In a passive sentence, we often omit the actor completely: The uncertainty principle was formulated in 1927. When do I use passive voice? In some sentences, passive voice can be perfectly acceptable. You might use it in the following cases: The actor is unknown: The cave paintings of
Lascaux were made in the Upper Old Stone Age. [We don’t know who made them.] The actor is irrelevant: An experimental solar power plant will be built in the Australian desert. [We are not interested in who is building it.] You want to be vague about who is responsible: Mistakes were made. [Common in bureaucratic writing!] You are talking about
a general truth: Rules are made to be broken. [By whomever, whenever.] You want to emphasize the person or thing acted on. For example, it may be your main topic: Insulin was first discovered in 1921 by researchers at the University of Toronto. It is still the only treatment available for diabetes. You are writing in a scientific genre that traditionally
relies on passive voice. Passive voice is often preferred in lab reports and scientific research papers, most notably in the Materials and Methods section: The sodium hydroxide was dissolved in water. This solution was then titrated with hydrochloric acid. In these sentences you can count on your reader to know that you are the one who did the
dissolving and the titrating. The passive voice places the emphasis on your experiment rather than on you. Note: Over the past several years, there has been a movement within many science disciplines away from passive voice. Scientists often now prefer active voice in most parts of their published reports, even occasionally using the subject “we” in
the Materials and Methods section. Check with your instructor or TA whether you can use the first person “I” or “we” in your lab reports to help avoid the passive. To learn more about the use of passive voice in the sciences, visit our handout on writing in the sciences. When should I avoid passive voice? Passive sentences can get you into trouble in
academic writing because they can be vague about who is responsible for the action: Both Othello and Iago desire Desdemona. She is courted. [Who courts Desdemona? Othello? ITago? Both of them?] Academic writing often focuses on differences between the ideas of different researchers, or between your own ideas and those of the researchers you
are discussing. Too many passive sentences can create confusion: Research has been done to discredit this theory. [Who did the research? You? Your professor? Another author?] Some students use passive sentences to hide holes in their research: The telephone was invented in the nineteenth century. [I couldn’t find out who invented the telephone!]
Finally, passive sentences often sound wordy and indirect. They can make the reader work unnecessarily hard. And since they are usually longer than active sentences, passive sentences take up precious room in your paper: Since the car was being driven by Michael at the time of the accident, the damages should be paid for by him. Weeding out
passive sentences If you now use a lot of passive sentences, you may not be able to catch all of the problematic cases in your first draft. But you can still go back through your essay hunting specifically for passive sentences. At first, you may want to ask for help from a writing instructor. The grammar checker in your word processor can help spot
passive sentences, though grammar checkers should always be used with extreme caution since they can easily mislead you. To spot passive sentences, look for a form of the verb to be in your sentence, with the actor either missing or introduced after the verb using the word “by”: Poland was invaded in 1939, thus initiating the Second World War.
Genetic information is encoded by DNA. The possibility of cold fusion has been examined for many years. Try turning each passive sentence you find into an active one. Start your new sentence with the actor. Sometimes you may find that need to do some extra research or thinking to figure out who the actor should be! You will likely find that your
new sentence is stronger, shorter, and more precise: Germany invaded Poland in 1939, thus initiating the Second World War. DNA encodes genetic information. Physicists have examined the possibility of cold fusion for many years. What is passive voice? And what is active voice? Does the use of passive verbs make passive voice? Does it have an
effect on the writing tone? Learn everything about passive voice (and the differences with active voice) in this worksheet... When constructing a statement using passive voice, the object of the phrase comes first, and the sentence’s subject comes last. Although passive voice is not a grammatical error, it makes your writing less straightforward and
understandable. When we wish to put more emphasis on the action (the verb) and the object of a statement rather than the subject of the phrase, we employ passive voice. This indicates that the topic is either not as significant as the action itself or that we do not know who or what the subject is. Either of these possibilities is possible. Passive voice
example phrase 1. Susanne was driven to the airport in a vehicle. In this instance, Susanne did not carry out the action corresponding to the verb “to drive.” She was the recipient of the action. She was the one who benefited from the activity. 2. The black kite is a species that is now protected. The process is being carried out in relation to the topic of
“black kite.” 3. In this chamber, the grapes are crushed, and the juice is extracted from them. The action, which is being carried out, is being done to “the grapes.” Passive voice example phrase To determine if a sentence has an active or passive voice, consider both what occurred and who was accountable for carrying it out. If the person or object
responsible for doing the acts is either removed from the phrase entirely or comes in the sentence after the event. If you find a past participle directly after the form of “to be,” the statement is written in passive voice. 1. Invasion was carried out in Afghanistan. Passive voice is used when the agent of the action is not present. 2. The Soviet Union
invaded Afghanistan. That is known as passive voice. The action is described in the second sentence, followed by the person who carried it out. 3. The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. This is an example of active voice. The one who takes action comes first. Passive voice example phrase When there is uncertainty regarding who was responsible for
anything that had a place, the passive voice is often chosen: An unidentified person stole the car.The factory was set ablaze early in the wee hours of the morning.The terrifying tales were passed around the school camp. As seen from the first two instances, passive voice is appropriate when discussing unsolved cases. TenseActive voicePassive
voicePresent simpleThe teacher punishes me.I am punished by the teacher.Present continuousThe teacher is punishing me.I am being punished by the teacher.Past simpleThe teacher punished me.I was punished by the teacher.Past continuousThe teacher was punishing me.I was being punished by the teacher.Present perfectThe teacher has
punished me.I have been punished by the teacher. It is also acceptable to use passive voice when the person who is doing the activity is unimportant: Example: The Museum was shown to the public for the first time in 1942. In this particular instance, we are not concerned with the identity of the person who unveiled the monument. Instead, we are
interested in the date the statue was revealed to the public. That justifies the use of passive voice. Passive voice example phrase When writing in a more professional or academic style, the use of the passive voice is often discouraged. Using passive voice in more casual and informal communication is more acceptable. Using passive voice might result
in lengthy phrases that are difficult to understand. It can also lead to sentences that just sound weird. If using passive voice makes a statement too ambiguous, avoid using it. Because it enables a speaker to make assertions or comments without expressly specifying a source of information; passive voice is often frowned upon in the academic world.
You can create sentences in the passive voice by following this structure:: Subject in the passive voice + to be + past participle It is important to note that the participle form of the primary verb comes after conjugating the word “be.” The farm was established in 1972.My colleague is being interviewed today.The construction of the dam has been
finished recently. In most cases, passive voice does not use the perfect continuous or other perfect tenses. The structure of passive voice in the present simple is: am / is / are + past participle (3rd form of the verb). A senior student assisted the newcomer to the class. When forming passive voice in the present progressive tense, use this structure:
The present tense form of the verb to be (am, is, are) +being + the past participle form of the verb (eaten, done, began, etc.). The TV is being played continuously by the child. Passive voice in the past simple tense is created like this: Object + was/were + Past Participle form of the verb + subject The Kite Runner was written by Kahlil Gibran. Passive
voice in the past progressive tense is created like this: Object + was/were + being + past participle + by + subject Harry Potter was being defeated by Draco Malfoy in a duel. Passive voice in the future tense is created like this: Object + will/shall + be + past participle form of verb The project will be finished by Susanne tomorrow. Passive voice in
the present perfect tense is created like this: Object + has/have + been + past participle form of the verb + by + subject James has been confronted by the principle. Passive voice in the future perfect tense is created like this: Object + will/shall + have been + past participle form of verb + Subject Timothy will have been going to Germany. Here is
how you can make passive voice using modals (can/could): Object + can/could + be + past participle form of verb + by + Subject The book could have been torn by Susanne. Here is how you can make passive voice using modals (must): Object + must + be + past participle form of verb + by + Subject The book must be returned by John to the
librarian. Most of the time, dynamic verbs, also known as “action verbs,” are used to describe either acts that we can take or events that take place. Stative verbs often relate to a situation or circumstance that is stable or unlikely to undergo any changes in the near future. This distinction is significant because stative verbs typically cannot get
employed in the continuous forms (BE + ING) derived from BE. 1. Sam was going to the departmental store. The sun was at its prime, and it made him sweat. His sister had told him to buy noodles because her friend had told her to bring noodles to the sleepover. In this example, Sam is reactive. His sisters tell him to bring noodles. Her friend wants
her to make noodles for the sleepover. The sun was sweltering and it made him sweat. Samantha planned the trick.The wedding cake was bought by Simone.The school team was given multiple awards by the coaches.A fun party was enjoyed by all. Passive voice infographic Most of the time, changing a sentence written in the passive voice into one
written in the active voice is the most effective way to improve the overall writing quality. The active and passive forms of the phrase need to convey the meaning to the reader. In most cases, the subject of a statement written in passive voice is recast as the sentence’s direct object. The person doing the action is the subject of the new sentence in the
[now] active voice. Let’s look at some problematic statements and correct them to see how this works. In the passive: The show was watched by my brother. In the active: My brother watched the show. “The show” was shown as the subject in the passive sentence. When changed to an active sentence, it now becomes the direct object. 1. Passive: The
tourist accidentally fell into a hole that was inhabited by both non-poisonous spiders and dangerous tarantulas. He sustained many bite wounds. Active: The traveler was unfortunate enough to fall into a hole that both harmless spiders and dangerous tarantulas inhabited. To his good fortune, only the spiders repeatedly bit him. 2. Passive: It has been
established that dogs make better companion animals than cats. Active: The Society for the Preservation of Dogs and Cats concluded that cats make poorer pets than dogs. What is passive voice construction? The most common construction is a variant of the auxiliary verb ‘to be’ followed by the past participle of a transitive verb. What’s the difference
between active and passive voice? Here’s the formula for active voice: [subject]+[verb (performed by the subject)]+[optional object] Passive voice usually refers to the object in a passive manner. How do I turn a passive voice sentence into an active one? You can change words like “be” to “get.” Or “may” to “can.” Active sentences sound more
definitive. It’s best to avoid passive sentences in formal writing (scientific writing, essays, etc.). Use the passive voice for informal writing, like letters or emails. More on sentence structure:



