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These	DIY	garage	shelves	are	cheap	and	easy	to	make,	and	give	you	plenty	of	storage	in	a	small	footprint!	Get	these	garage	shelves	plans	and	start	building!	Garage	shelves	don't	have	to	cost	a	fortune!	These	DIY	garage	shelves	are	super	easy	to	make	yourself,	and	each	set	of	4	foot	long	shelves	will	only	set	you	back	$30!	I've	included	three	different
configurations	in	my	woodworking	plans,	so	you	can	choose	the	best	size	and	shape	for	your	garage.	You	may	remember	these	DIY	storage	shelves	I	made	for	our	backyard	shed	a	few	years	ago.	They're	the	perfect	size	for	those	giant	plastic	bins,	and	are	great	for	storing	camping	gear	and	Christmas	decorations.	While	this	is	great	for	off-season	stuff
we	don't	use	very	often,	we	don't	want	to	trek	out	to	the	backyard	all	the	time.	So	our	furnace	room	off	the	garage	continued	to	be	a	dumping	ground	for	all.the.things!	When	our	water	heater	sprung	a	leak	and	soaked	everything	on	the	floor,	I	knew	it	was	time	to	clear	out	the	clutter	and	build	some	new	garage	shelves!	Want	even	easier	shelves	that
don't	require	any	power	tools	to	build?	Check	out	these	DIY	cinder	block	shelves!	This	post	contains	affiliate	links	for	your	convenience.	Purchases	made	through	these	links	may	earn	me	a	small	commission	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	Please	visit	my	disclosures	page	for	more	information.	I	custom	sized	my	garage	shelves	to	fit	these	smaller,	clear
boxes	for	the	lower	shelves	and	these	larger	ones	for	the	top	shelf.	Obviously,	you	can	change	the	dimensions	to	fit	your	own	space!	There	are	two	4-foot-long	shelving	units	joined	together	to	create	corner	shelves	on	one	side	of	the	furnace,	and	a	longer	6-foot-long	version	along	the	other	wall.	I've	included	both	of	these	sizes,	plus	details	on	how	to
make	the	corner	unit	and	suitcase	storage	area,	in	the	woodworking	plans.	To	make	this	project	as	cheap	as	possible,	I	used	2x4s	and	OSB	instead	of	plywood.	You	can't	even	buy	a	set	of	plastic	shelves	for	the	price	of	these	sturdy	2x4	garage	shelves!	You	can	use	plywood	instead	and	make	them	fancy	with	edge	banding,	but	it	will	cost	you	$$$!	Let's
get	building!	For	one	set	of	4-foot-long	shelves:	If	you	don't	have	a	table	saw	at	home	(or	don't	have	the	room	to	cut	down	huge	sheets	of	OSB	like	me!),	get	those	pieces	cut	at	the	home	improvement	store	instead.	This	also	makes	it	a	lot	easier	to	transport	everything	home!	For	one	set	of	4-foot-long	shelves,	you'll	need	three	strips	of	OSB.	The	2x4's
are	easy	to	cut	with	a	miter	saw	or	circular	saw	(you	can	use	a	circular	saw	guide	or	the	Kreg	Square	Cut	to	help	you	make	straight	lines).	If	you	cut	a	2x4x8'	board	exactly	in	half,	you'll	get	two	almost	48"	pieces.	The	blade	cuts	away	about	"	(which	is	called	the	kerf),	but	it's	nothing	to	worry	about	in	a	rough	build	like	this.	No	one	is	going	to	notice
that	your	sides	are	1/16"	off!	You	don't	necessarily	need	to	build	these	garage	shelves	with	pocket	holes,	but	the	end	product	will	be	much	stronger	if	you	do.	If	you	don't	have	a	pocket	hole	jig,	you	can	just	drill	through	the	front	and	back	pieces	and	into	the	end	grain	of	the	shorter	pieces	with	3"	screws.	Drill	two	pocket	holes	in	both	ends	of	each	of
the	shorter	pieces.	The	board	thickness	should	be	set	to	1	",	and	the	screw	length	set	to	2	"	on	the	drill	bit.	Check	out	my	ultimate	guide	to	pocket	holes	if	you're	not	familiar	with	this	type	of	joinery.	After	drilling	the	pocket	holes,	give	all	the	boards	a	quick	sanding	with	80	grit	sandpaper.	You're	just	knocking	off	the	rough	spots	and	splinters,	not
creating	a	perfectly	smooth	surface.	These	are	quick	and	dirty	garage	storage	shelves,	after	all!	Lay	two	of	the	leg	pieces	down	flat	on	the	ground	or	on	the	workbench,	parallel	to	each	other.	Mark	a	line	"	down	from	the	top	of	each	leg	(to	fit	the	OSB	shelf),	then	position	the	first	48"	piece	like	a	rung	of	a	ladder	underneath	that	line.	Check	that	the
first	"rung"	is	square	to	the	legs.	There's	going	to	be	four	screws	going	into	each	corner,	so	you	need	to	plan	their	placement	before	you	start	drilling	so	they	don't	run	into	each	other.	Balance	a	cross	support	at	the	end	of	the	48"	piece,	then	mark	the	spots	for	the	screws.	Stagger	their	placement	slightly	to	prevent	twisting.	Screw	each	rung	into	place
with	2	"	screws.	Screw	the	cross	braces	to	each	end	of	the	48"	pieces	with	the	pocket	holes	facing	inward.	Then	add	a	center	support	roughly	in	the	middle	(you	can	see	in	the	photo	below	that	I	forgot	to	add	these	pieces,	but	luckily	I	realized	my	mistake	before	the	shelves	went	up!)	Place	the	remaining	48"	pieces	on	top	of	the	cross	braces	that	are
sticking	up.	A	pocket	hole	clamp	and	right	angle	drill	attachment	makes	it	much	easier	to	screw	these	pieces	together!	When	complete,	the	back	and	shelf	frame	should	look	like	this.	Garage	floors	aren't	always	level,	so	I	found	it	easier	to	attach	the	shelf	frame	to	the	wall	first,	then	attach	the	legs	to	the	front.	This	way,	you	can	custom	fit	the	front
legs	to	the	slope	of	your	garage	floor!	If	you'd	prefer	to	make	free-standing	garage	shelves,	you	can	always	remove	the	screws	from	the	wall	once	the	legs	are	in	place.	We	live	in	earthquake	country,	so	I'm	leaving	mine	attached.	The	last	thing	we	need	is	for	the	shelves	to	topple	into	the	furnace	during	the	next	big	one!	Check	that	the	shelves	are
level,	and	use	shims	to	adjust	the	height	if	necessary.	You	can	see	that	the	back	corner	was	a	little	lower	than	the	rest	of	the	floor.	Screw	the	back	legs	to	the	wall	at	the	studs.	Slide	the	OSB	sheets	on	top	of	the	shelves,	and	nail	them	into	place	if	desired.	The	front	legs	should	hold	them	in	place,	so	you	can	skip	this	step	if	you	want.	Screw	the
remaining	two	legs	to	the	front	of	the	shelves.	Don't	forget	to	leave	enough	space	for	the	pocket	hole	screws	already	in	the	wood!	If	you	want	to	make	corner	storage	shelves,	leave	off	the	leg	where	the	two	sets	of	shelves	meet.	This	side	will	be	supported	by	the	adjoining	shelves	instead.	If	you	keep	all	your	measurements	the	same,	the	shelves	should
line	up	at	the	corners.	Repeat	the	same	process	for	attaching	the	shelves	to	the	walls,	then	screw	the	front	legs	into	place.	The	instructions	for	the	corner	shelves	are	also	included	in	the	woodworking	plans!	My	goal	is	to	keep	the	floor	completely	clear	in	this	area	so	we	can	always	get	to	our	stuff.	But	our	suitcases	and	a	portable	air	conditioner	won't
fit!	So	on	the	longer	side	of	the	furnace	room,	I	customized	the	shelves	with	a	smaller	bottom	shelf.	Now	everything	can	roll	right	in,	and	they	save	precious	floor	space	outside	the	shelves.	Download	the	woodworking	plans	for	more	details	on	how	to	make	this	set	of	shelves!	It's	amazing	how	much	storage	you	can	get	in	a	tiny	footprint!	This	set	of
garage	shelves	is	less	than	20"	deep	and	about	6	feet	long.	After	a	week	of	sorting	and	purging	all	our	old	junk,	everything	left	went	into	these	clear	plastic	bins.	The	lids	click	into	place	to	protect	the	contents	from	sawdust	from	the	workshop,	and	each	one	is	clearly	labeled	to	make	stuff	easier	to	find!	Larger	bins	sit	on	the	top	shelf	with	a	tiny	bit	of
an	overhang.	We	got	rid	of	so	much	stuff	when	we	cleared	out	the	room,	we	ended	up	with	a	bunch	of	empty	bins,	although	I'm	sure	they'll	fill	up	in	no	time!	I'll	be	storing	all	my	gallon	paint	cans	on	the	floor	underneath	(as	soon	as	I	can	dig	them	out	of	the	workshop!)	I'll	be	moving	more	things	from	the	workshop	into	this	space,	like	these	smaller
pieces	of	hardwood	I've	been	hoarding	collecting.	Mmmm,	curly	maple	.	.	.	These	DIY	garage	shelves	give	us	so	much	more	storage	space	than	before,	and	help	keep	everything	organized.	Now	there's	no	excuse	for	allowing	junk	to	pile	up	on	the	floor!	Check	out	these	other	DIY	storage	ideas!	|	Wood	QuestionsWhat	kind	of	wood	should	I	use?Most	of
our	plans	use	standard	construction	lumber	like	pine	or	fir.	It's	affordable,	easy	to	work	with,	and	easy	to	find.	It's	also	rapidly	renewing	and	biodegradable,	so	a	great	eco	friendly	choice!Can	I	use	hardwoods	instead?Yesjust	keep	in	mind	they're	heavier,	cost	more,	and	can	be	tougher	on	tools	and	harder	to	join	together	and	finish.	I	recommend	not
tackling	a	hardwood	project	until	after	you	have	built	several	softwood	projects.What	if	my	boards	are	warped?Choose	the	straightest	boards	at	the	store.	You	can	often	work	around	slight	warps	by	cutting	them	into	shorter	pieces.What	wood	should	I	use	for	outdoor	furniture?Use	red-toned	or	pressure-treated	2x	lumber	for	framing,	and	cedar	or
cedar	fence	pickets	for	the	decking.	Outdoor	furniture	should	be	built	like	a	deckyour	local	home	center	can	help	recommend	the	right	wood	for	your	climate.Will	my	wood	move	or	warp	after	I	build?Potentially,	especially	in	humid	climates.	Let	your	wood	acclimate	indoors	before	building.	Once	acclimated	and	kept	in	a	stable	environment,	movement
should	be	minimal.	Remember,	most	houses	are	built	using	framing	lumber	-	it's	all	about	keeping	moisture	down	indoors.Cutting	QuestionsDo	I	need	a	miter	saw?A	miter	saw	is	great,	creating	fast,	safe,	and	precise	cuts,	even	for	beginners.	But	most	plans	can	be	built	with	a	circular	saw	and	a	straight	edge.	If	using	a	circular	saw	to	cut,	take	time	to
practice,	and	get	good	at	making	cuts,	before	cutting	your	project	boards.How	do	I	get	clean	cuts	with	a	circular	saw?Clamp	your	board,	measure	twice,	cut	slow,	and	use	a	sharp	blade.	This	takes	practice,	so	spend	some	time	making	cuts.	I	go	through	becoming	proficient	at	freehand	cutting	in	my	course,	it	is	worth	taking	if	you	want	to	master	this
skill.Will	the	store	cut	my	wood?Yesmost	stores	will	do	rough	cuts	to	help	you	transport	your	materials	home.	But	from	store	to	store,	the	quality	of	cuts	could	greatly	vary.Joinery	QuestionsWhat	screws	should	I	use?We	recommend	star-head	self	tapping	screws	for	framing,	most	common	sizes	are	2-1/2",	1-3/4".	Pre-drill	if	close	to	the	edge	or	you	find
your	wood	is	splitting.Do	I	have	to	use	pocket	holes?Pocket	holes	are	the	cheapest,	easiest	and	fastest	way	to	do	some	joints	-	like	edge	to	edge	or	a	hidden	fastener	joint.	There	are	other	methods,	but	these	can	be	time	consuming	and	expensive.	We	recommend	using	pocket	holes	as	indicated	in	plans	for	best	results.How	do	I	keep	things	square?Use
a	speed	square	and	measure	diagonals	after	each	step.	Always	clamp	joints	before	screwing	to	keep	them	tight	and	flush.Finishing	QuestionsStain	or	paint	before	or	after	building?A	quick	sand	before	and	a	full	finish	after	gives	the	best	results.	Pre-finish	if	you're	doing	two-tone	or	detailed	finishes.What	type	of	finish?Use	oil-based	or	water-based
stain.	For	paint,	cabinet-grade	latex	or	enamel	works	great.	High	use	surfaces	on	indoor	projects	should	get	a	coat	of	polyurethane,	I	recommend	a	Helsman	or	Spar	or	other	flexible	poly	that	won't	crack	or	peel	with	wood	movement.	For	exterior	projects,	use	a	finish	suitable	for	exterior	fences.How	to	get	a	smooth	finish?Start	with	a	well	sanded
project.	Sand	between	coats	(220	grit),	wipe	clean,	and	apply	light	coats	with	a	foam	brush	or	roller.Plan	QuestionsCan	I	change	the	size?Many	people	do,	and	that's	the	great	thing	about	building	your	own	furniture!	But	do	keep	in	mind	going	bigger	might	mean	more	supports	are	required,	and	often	plans	are	optimized	for	minimal	material
waste.Are	these	beginner-friendly?Yesplans	are	written	with	simple	tools	and	clear	steps	in	mind,	with	every	effort	to	make	plans	as	simple	as	possible.Can	I	sell	what	I	build?Absolutely!	Just	dont	resell	or	repost	the	plans	themselves.General	QuestionsWhat	tools	do	I	really	need?A	drill,	circular	saw,	tape	measure,	square,	and	a	few	clamps	will	get
you	through	most	projects.Do	I	need	a	workshop?Nope!	A	driveway	or	small	patio	is	plenty	to	get	started,	just	make	sure	you	have	a	level	place	to	work.	If	you	find	you	are	building	several	projects	a	year,	creating	a	small	workbench	is	a	great	way	to	store	tools	and	have	a	dedicated	workspace.What	if	I	mess	up?Wood	filler,	sanding,	or	flipping	boards
goes	a	long	way.	Mistakes	are	part	of	the	process!What	can	I	do	to	make	my	projects	look	more	professional?Start	with	straight	boards,	make	accurate	cuts,	clamp	all	joints,	and	line	up	everything	neatly.	Sand	thoroughly,	use	a	neutral	finish,	and	apply	it	in	light	coats	for	a	clean	look.I've	never	built	anything	before.	Where	should	I	start?Start	with	a
few	smaller	softwood	projects	to	get	hands-on	experience.	Or	if	you're	tackling	a	big	project,	buy	a	little	extra	lumber	and	practice	your	cuts	and	joints	first.	If	possible,	work	with	someone	who	has	a	bit	of	experience.Care	&	MaintenanceHow	long	will	my	furniture	last?With	good	joinery	and	regular	care,	your	DIY	furniture	can	last	for	decades.	I	have
pieces	in	my	own	home	that	are	over	20	years	old	and	still	going	strong!	One	of	the	best	parts	about	DIY	furniture	is	that	its	easy	to	repaint,	refinish,	or	repairso	your	projects	can	grow	and	adapt	with	you.How	should	I	care	for	outdoor	furniture?Lightly	pressure	wash	or	hose	it	down	once	or	twice	a	year.	Tighten	screws	and	reapply	finish	as	needed
to	protect	itjust	like	a	deck	or	fence.	A	little	upkeep	goes	a	long	way	in	extending	the	life	of	your	furniture.How	about	indoor	furniture?Regularly	dust	or	wipe	with	a	damp	cloth.	If	it	starts	to	look	worn,	a	light	sanding	and	touch-up	paint	or	stain	can	refresh	it	in	no	time.	DIY	pieces	are	meant	to	be	durable	and	fixableso	dont	be	afraid	to	give	them
some	love	now	and	then.	Check	out	my	ebook:	12	Skills	to	Build	Your	Own	FurnitureIt	walks	you	through	the	core	skills	every	builder	needsmeasuring,	cutting,	joinery,	and	finishingso	you	can	build	beautiful	furniture	that	lasts.Still	Have	Questions?Email	us	anytime	at	[emailprotected]	and	well	be	happy	to	help!	Cut	parts	for	shelvesAssemble
shelvesCut	2x4s	for	legsAssemble	shelving	unitAttach	shelves	to	wall	I	started	by	marking	and	cutting	eight	2x4s	to	length.	I	used	both	my	circular	saw	and	my	miter	saw	to	do	this;	you	can	go	either	way	depending	on	what	you	have.	A	miter	saw	will	be	faster	and	you	can	easily	make	repeated	cuts,	but	a	circular	saw	works	fine	too.	Watch	the	DIY
Garage	Shelves	Video	to	learn	more	about	both	methods.The	long	shelf	boards	are	connected	with	13	bracing	which	I	cut	on	my	miter	saw.	Then	I	moved	on	to	cutting	the	material	for	the	top	of	the	shelves.	I	used	my	Kreg	Rip	Cut	Jig	to	cut	16	strips	from	the	sheet	of	OSB	which	worked	really	well.	Before	I	cut	the	OSB	I	laid	it	on	top	of	the	24s	that	Ill
be	using	for	the	legs.	This	makes	a	great	support	base	for	cutting	things	down.And	finally	used	my	circular	saw	to	cut	each	strip	to	length.	Watch	the	full	build	video	for	more	details	on	how	I	set	this	cut	up.Now	I	could	use	the	offcuts	to	get	three	23	pieces	to	cover	a	fourth	shelf.	That	means	the	only	waste	from	the	full	sheet	of	OSB	are	these	tiny
pieces	Im	cutting	below.	Im	all	about	efficiency	so	that	makes	me	happy!	Make	sure	to	get	the	free	shelving	planwith	step-by-step	instructions	and	a	full	cut	list.2.	Assemble	ShelvesTo	start	assembling	the	garage	shelving	I	began	by	laying	out	the	long	shelf	boards	on	the	floor.	Then	I	measured	in	23	from	each	side	and	marked	the	spot	where	Ill
attach	the	inner	braces.	I	decided	to	use	four	braces	on	each	shelf,	which	is	honestly	overkill	but	these	things	wont	sag	for	sure	now.Im	using	2-	#10	screws	to	attach	everything.	The	screws	Im	using	are	self-tapping	so	you	dont	need	to	drill	pilot	holes.	But	if	you	want	to	play	it	safe	or	are	using	regular	screws,	make	sure	to	predrill	the	ends	so	they
dont	split.I	squared	up	the	frames	with	a	carpenters	square	then	clamped	them	together	and	secured	both	ends.Next	I	centered	the	inner	braces	on	the	marks	Id	made,	screwed	them	in	place,	and	moved	on	to	the	next	shelf.To	finish	off	the	shelves	I	added	the	OSB	sheathing	to	the	tops.	I	started	with	the	upper	shelf	and	laid	out	the	three	small	panels
and	attached	them	to	the	2x4s	with	brad	nails.	Finally	I	attached	the	long	sections	of	OSB	to	the	rest	of	the	shelves.	I	didnt	use	wood	glue	when	attaching	the	OSB	because	it	just	wasnt	necessary	for	this	project.3.	Cut	2x4s	for	LegsThese	garage	storage	shelves	are	designed	to	fit	on	the	sidewall	of	your	garage.	Youll	need	to	determine	the	slope	in
your	garage	floors	if	you	plan	to	use	them	on	your	sidewall.	This	is	easy	to	do,	and	will	allow	you	to	adjust	the	leg	height	of	your	shelves	to	make	them	completely	flat.Skip	this	step	if	youre	putting	these	DIY	shelves	in	a	place	thats	already	flat.	If	you	plan	to	use	them	in	the	far	end	of	your	garage,	laundry	room,	utility	room	or	basement	youre	probably
good	to	go.But	for	those	of	us	that	are	adding	these	garage	shelves	to	the	sidewallheres	what	you	need	to	do.	Cut	the	2x4s	for	the	legs	on	the	interior	side	of	your	garage	to	the	regular	height	which	is	75-1/2.	For	me	thats	the	left	set	of	legs.	Next	place	a	24	on	the	ground	with	a	level	on	top.	Then	shim	the	24	at	the	far	end	until	you	can	see	that	the	24
is	level.	Measure	the	shim	height	and	thats	the	amount	of	slope	in	your	garage.The	slope	in	my	garage	ended	up	being	just	under	drop	over	that	distance,	so	I	cut	the	right	side	legs	to	right	under	76.4.	Assemble	Shelving	UnitSince	the	top	shelf	is	flush	with	the	legs	its	easiest	to	assemble	the	shelves	upside	down	starting	from	the	top.	I	squared	up	the
left	side	legs	making	sure	I	kept	the	orientation	of	the	shelving	unit	in	mind	and	put	the	short	legs	on	the	correct	end.	Next	I	secured	each	leg	with	3	screws,	then	did	the	same	on	the	other	end.To	space	the	shelves	consistently	and	make	one-person	assembly	way	easier	I	cut	15	spacers	from	the	offcuts	of	the	legs.	Then	I	put	a	spacer	in	each	corner
and	brought	over	the	next	shelf	and	laid	it	on	the	boards.At	this	point	I	spent	a	little	time	getting	everything	lined	up	square	and	flush.	Checking	the	distance	between	the	legs	at	the	top	and	at	the	next	shelf	is	an	easy	way	to	see	if	the	legs	are	out	of	square.	After	putting	one	screw	in	each	leg	and	getting	everything	in	place,	I	went	back	and	added	two
more	at	each	corner.The	last	two	shelves	go	in	just	like	this	one.Finally	I	dealt	with	one	last	issue.	Our	garage	has	a	curb	that	sticks	out	past	the	drywall	and	its	right	where	one	of	the	legs	needs	to	sit.	To	fix	this,	I	measured	and	marked	where	the	top	of	the	curb	lines	up	with	the	leg	of	the	shelf.Then	after	carefully	lowering	the	shelving	unit	to	the
ground,	I	cut	the	leg	at	that	spot.	When	we	put	the	shelves	in	place,	the	adjusted	leg	will	sit	right	on	the	curb	and	everything	will	fit	like	a	glove.5.	Attach	Shelves	to	WallBut	before	I	put	the	storage	shelves	in	place,	I	used	a	magnet	to	find	the	screws	in	the	drywall.	This	showed	me	where	the	studs	were	and	I	marked	them	with	blue	tape.	Then	we
moved	the	shelving	into	place	and	I	secured	it	into	the	studs	with	3	screws.We	reorganized	the	items	on	the	shelves	and	got	some	new	bins	that	well	put	labels	on	later.	And	the	nice	thing	is	you	can	fit	three	bins	per	shelf	with	a	low	profile	or	if	you	dont	mind	them	sticking	out	over	the	edge	a	little	you	can	fit	four	which	is	what	well	be	doing.And	just
like	that	our	DIY	Garage	Shelves	are	done!	This	was	a	super	simple	project	that	anyone	can	do.	Do	you	want	to	get	even	more	organized?	Check	out	our	Shop	Projects	for	more	ways	to	reclaim	your	space!	How	to	Build	a	Simple	Garage	Wall	ShelfA	well-organized	garage	can	be	a	sanctuary	for	tools,	equipment,	and	seasonal	items.	A	simple	wall	shelf
is	a	cost-effective	way	to	maximize	storage	space	and	keep	your	garage	tidy.	This	guide	will	provide	a	step-by-step	approach	to	building	your	own	garage	wall	shelf,	outlining	the	materials,	tools,	and	techniques	required	for	this	project.Materials	and	ToolsBefore	embarking	on	your	shelf-building	journey,	gather	the	necessary	materials	and	tools.	This
will	ensure	a	smooth	and	efficient	construction	process.	Wood:	Shelf	boards:	Choose	a	sturdy	wood	like	pine,	oak,	or	plywood.	The	width	and	length	will	depend	on	your	desired	shelf	size.	Braces:	For	strength	and	stability,	use	2x4s	for	the	shelf	supports.	Shelf	edging:	(optional)	This	adds	a	finished	look	to	the	shelf	edges.	Consider	using	trim	boards
or	decorative	molding.	Hardware:	Screws:	Use	heavy-duty	screws	long	enough	to	securely	fasten	the	shelf	boards	to	the	braces	and	the	braces	to	the	wall.	Brackets:	If	your	shelf	is	long	or	heavy,	consider	using	shelf	brackets	for	added	support.	Look	for	brackets	designed	to	handle	the	weight	of	your	intended	contents.	Wall	anchors:	Assess	your	walls.
If	they	are	drywall,	you	will	need	wall	anchors	to	provide	secure	mounting	for	the	shelf	supports.	Tools:	Tape	measure	Level	Pencil	Circular	saw	or	handsaw	Drill	with	driver	bits	Stud	finder	Safety	glasses	Work	gloves	Building	the	ShelfOnce	you	have	gathered	your	materials	and	tools,	follow	these	steps	to	construct	your	garage	wall	shelf:	Measure
and	mark:	Determine	the	desired	height	and	length	of	your	shelf.	Using	a	tape	measure	and	pencil,	mark	the	wall	where	the	shelf	will	be	mounted.	Locate	studs:	Use	a	stud	finder	to	locate	wall	studs	within	the	marked	area.	Shelf	supports	should	be	attached	to	studs	for	maximum	stability.	Cut	the	braces:	Measure	and	cut	your	2x4s	to	the	desired
length.	Consider	using	a	circular	saw	for	clean	cuts.	If	using	a	handsaw,	ensure	the	cuts	are	straight	and	accurate.	Attach	braces:	Align	the	cut	braces	with	the	marked	area	on	the	wall,	ensuring	they	are	level.	Attach	the	braces	to	the	studs	using	heavy-duty	screws.	Mount	shelf	boards:	Place	the	shelf	boards	on	top	of	the	braces.	Securely	attach	the
boards	to	the	braces	using	screws,	ensuring	even	spacing	between	the	screws.	Add	edging:	(Optional)	Install	shelf	edging	to	finish	the	edges	of	the	shelf.	Use	wood	glue	and	finish	nails	to	attach	the	edging	securely.Additional	Tips	for	SuccessHere	are	some	additional	tips	to	ensure	a	successful	and	durable	garage	wall	shelf:	Use	quality	materials:
Invest	in	sturdy	wood	and	strong	hardware	for	a	long-lasting	shelf	that	can	handle	the	weight	of	your	garage	items.	Pre-drill	holes:	This	prevents	wood	from	splitting	when	attaching	screws.	Double-check	measurements:	Accurate	measurements	will	ensure	that	your	shelf	fits	perfectly	in	your	garage	space.	Use	a	level:	Leveling	the	braces	and	shelf
boards	will	ensure	a	stable	and	visually	appealing	shelf.	Paint	or	stain:	Enhance	the	appearance	and	provide	protection	for	your	shelf	by	applying	a	coat	of	paint	or	stain.	Choose	a	color	that	complements	your	garage	decor.Building	a	simple	garage	wall	shelf	is	a	straightforward	project	that	will	improve	the	functionality	and	organization	of	your
garage.	By	following	these	steps	and	utilizing	the	provided	tips,	you	can	create	a	durable	and	visually	appealing	shelf	that	will	enhance	your	garage's	storage	capacity	and	overall	appeal.	Diy	Garage	Storage	ShelvesHow	To	Build	Garage	Shelving	Easy	And	FastGarage	Makeover	With	Diy	Shelving	Frills	And	DrillsHow	To	Build	Garage	Shelving	Easy
And	FastSuper	Easy	Diy	Garage	Shelves	Shanty	2	ChicBuilding	Garage	Shelves	Cantilevered	Shelf	Brackets	Sawdust	GirlHow	To	Build	Your	Own	Garage	Shelves	DiyDiy	Garage	Shelves	With	Plans	The	Handyman	S	DaughterEasy	Ways	To	Build	Wall	Mounted	Garage	Shelves	With	PicturesHow	To	Build	A	Diy	Garage	Storage	Wall	System	Building
Strong	Its	not	uncommon	for	a	garage	to	end	up	as	a	sort	of	gigantic	junk	drawer	where	all	of	the	extra	stuff	thats	too	big	to	fit	anywhere	else	is	just	haphazardly	stuffed	inside.	But	organizing	up	all	of	your	extra	belongings	can	be	cheap	and	fun	if	you	build	the	storage	shelves	yourself!	All	it	takes	is	a	little	bit	of	lumber,	a	few	basic	tools,	and	some
enthusiasm!If	you	like	the	idea	of	taking	on	your	garage	storage	needs	head-on	and	building	some	unique	and	affordable	shelving,	then	you	have	plenty	of	options	to	check	out.	The	following	18	plans	are	all	within	youre	reach	and	can	easily	teach	you	how	to	build	garage	shelves	of	your	very	own.	Theyre	made	with	basic	materials,	tools,	and	skills
that	you	can	duplicate	at	home.Pick	out	a	style	that	you	like	and	start	building!	Before	you	know	it,	your	garage	will	be	transformed	from	an	unorganized	mess	that	you	hide	to	a	successful	project	that	youre	excited	about.The	18	DIY	Garage	Shelving	Plans	Ana	White	makes	a	lot	of	great	DIY	projects,	and	this	Easy,	Cheap,	and	Fast	Garage	Shelving	is
no	exception.	Theyre	made	from	2x4s	and	plywood,	it	doesnt	get	much	more	basic	than	that!	You	can	easily	construct	these	shelves	in	an	afternoon	if	you	have	even	the	tiniest	bit	of	DIY	experience.	Very	few	tools	are	needed,	and	the	outcome	is	a	strong	and	sturdy	set	of	shelves	with	plenty	of	room	to	house	loads	of	your	belongings.	Theyre	a	bit
utilitarian	for	sure,	but	they	definitely	do	the	job!Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	HoursTools	Needed:	Tape	measure,	Speed	square,	Pencil,	Drill,	Circular	saw,	Level	While	the	floor	may	be	cluttered	with	stacked	boxes	and	other	belongings,	garages	tend	to	have	a	lot	of	empty	space	higher	up	the	walls	where	they	meet	the	ceiling.	These	DIY
Garage	Storage	Shelves	by	Crafted	Workshop	aim	to	make	use	of	that	wasted	space,	transforming	it	into	an	excellent	storage	opportunity.The	build	isnt	necessarily	complicated,	but	since	youll	be	mounting	them	high	up	on	the	wall	and	ceiling,	it	can	be	a	bit	difficult.	This	is	especially	the	case	if	youre	working	by	yourself.	If	you	feel	uncomfortable,
you	may	need	to	get	some	help	while	hanging	the	shelves.	But	other	than	that,	this	project	can	be	completed	by	DIY	beginners,	even	though	it	has	an	intermediate	difficulty	level.Project	Difficulty:	IntermediateTime	to	Build:	2-4	HoursTools	Needed:	Track	saw,	Miter	saw,	Countersink	bit,	Speed	square,	Stud	finder,	Cordless	drill,	Line	laser,	Jigsaw
Photo	Credit	By:	Modern	Builds	Lets	face	it,	some	of	us	have	a	lot	of	stuff	to	store,	but	we	still	want	to	use	the	garage	space	as	a	work	area.	If	thats	the	case	for	you,	then	these	DIY	Garage	Shelves/Workbench	by	Modern	Builds	are	a	perfect	solution.	They	are	pretty	big,	offering	loads	of	storage	potential.	But	that	doesnt	mean	theyre	difficult	to	build.
Theres	nothing	about	this	project	that	takes	a	large	amount	of	skill,	its	just	a	larger-sized	project.The	coolest	part	about	these	shelves	is	the	workbench	thats	built-in.	This	could	also	be	used	as	a	desk,	or	even	just	as	more	storage	if	you	like	the	layout	of	these	shelves	but	dont	have	the	need	for	a	workspace.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	2-4
hoursTools	Needed:	Miter	Saw,	Circular	Saw,	Drill/Driver	Photo	Credit	By:	Ana	White	Another	great	project	from	Ana	White,	these	Freestanding	DIY	Garage	Shelves	dont	need	any	support	since	they	stand	all	on	their	own.	They	dont	have	to	be	attached	to	any	walls,	so	they	can	easily	be	moved	again	after	you	have	them	built.	They	could	also	be
disassembled	if	you	moved,	so	theyre	a	great	option	for	renters	who	dont	want	to	cause	any	permanent	damage	to	their	home.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	hoursTools	Needed:	Tape	measure,	Speed	square,	Pencil,	Drill,	Circular	saw,	Sander	Image	Credit:	Anyone	Can	Decorate	One	reason	to	build	your	own	shelving	in	your	garage	is	to
save	money.	Well,	you	can	really	save	some	boney	by	building	these	Garage	Shelves	from	Rain	Gutters	by	Anyone	Can	Decorate.	The	whole	build	can	be	completed	for	a	minimal	investment	of	time	and	money	if	you	have	a	creative	mindset	and	a	few	basic	tools.	If	you	happen	to	have	an	old	set	of	rain	gutters	lying	around,	then	youre	really	in	luck
because	you	wont	have	to	pay	a	thing!Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	HoursTools	Needed:	Miter	saw,	Stud	finder,	Level,	Drill/driver,	Tape	measure	Image	Credit:	The	Handymans	Daughter	If	youre	looking	for	a	cheap	and	easy	project	that	you	can	build	in	an	afternoon	with	basic	2X4s	and	plywood,	then	these	Easy	DIY	Garage	Shelves	by
The	Handymans	Daughter	are	a	good	choice.	Theyre	large	enough	to	offer	ample	storage	and	simple	enough	that	a	beginner	can	build	them	in	a	few	hours.One	nice	thing	about	this	build	is	that	youll	have	several	storage	compartments	of	different	sizes	that	allow	you	to	store	all	sorts	of	stuff.	It	adds	a	lot	of	convenience	and	organization	to	your
garage,	plus,	its	a	fun	project	that	will	help	improve	your	DIY	skills	to	tackle	bigger	projects	in	the	future.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	HoursTools	Needed:	Pocket	hole	jig,	Pocket	hole	screws,	Drill/driver,	Speed	square,	Level,	Clamps,	Miter	or	circular	saw,	Sander	and	sandpaper	Image	Credit:	The	Cavender	Diary	The	space	above	the
garage	doors	is	generally	left	vacant	and	wasted,	but	these	Hanging	Shelves	Above	the	Garage	Door	by	The	Cavender	Diary	are	a	unique	way	to	make	use	of	that	space	by	turning	it	into	storage	space.Unlike	the	other	shelves	here,	these	shelves	are	suspended	from	the	ceiling	by	chains.	The	effect	is	very	interesting,	though	still	plenty	stable	for
storing	lots	of	stuff	if	you	get	strong	enough	mounting	hooks.	Because	of	the	need	for	hanging	this	from	the	ceiling	and	the	extra	risk	that	introduces,	this	is	a	more	advanced	project	and	should	only	be	attempted	if	you	feel	comfortable	hanging	shelving	from	the	ceiling	yourself.Project	Difficulty:	AdvancedTime	to	Build:	2-5	HoursTools	Needed:	Brad
nailer,	Drill	and	bits,	Screwdriver,	Tape	measure,	Level,	Stud	finder,	Miter	or	circular	saw	These	Easy	Build	Garage	Storage	Shelves	by	Jason	Explains	Things	offer	tons	of	storage	to	help	you	organize	your	belongings.	They	stretch	from	the	floor	to	the	ceiling,	making	excellent	use	of	every	inch	of	wall	space	along	one	wall	of	your	garage.Even	though
these	shelves	offer	lots	of	storage	space,	theyre	very	easy	to	build.	The	whole	project	is	made	from	the	most	basic	of	materials;	2X4s	and	plywood.	If	you	can	cut	and	attach	them	together,	then	you	can	easily	build	this	project	in	an	afternoon	and	have	a	completely	organized	garage	by	tomorrow!Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	HoursTools
Needed:	Kreg	pocket	hole	jig,	Drill/driver,	Level,	Circular	saw,	Miter	saw,	Clamps,	Tape	measure	Image	Credit:	Popular	Mechanics	Theyre	not	going	to	win	any	beauty	awards,	but	even	beginners	with	no	DIY	knowledge	or	experience	can	learn	How	to	Build	Garage	Storage	Shelves	on	the	Cheap	by	Popular	Mechanics.	Theyre	dirt-cheap,	dead-easy,
and	anyone	can	build	them	in	just	a	few	hours.	And	hey,	theyre	going	up	in	the	garage	anyway.	No	one	expects	your	garage	to	be	beautiful.	But	these	shelves	will	help	you	at	least	keep	it	organized	and	it	will	hard	you	cost	you	anything.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-2	HoursTools	Needed:	Miter	saw	or	miter	box	and	hand	saw,	Drill/driver,
Tape	measure,	Speed	square,	Stud	finder,	Level	Image	Credit:	Dont	Worry	Be	Happy	Keep	Learning	If	youre	anything	like	us,	or	the	maker	of	these	Garage	Organizer	Shelves,	Dont	Worry	Be	Happy	Keep	Learning,	then	you	probably	have	a	good	deal	of	scrap	wood	somewhere	that	you	can	repurpose	into	something	useful.	These	shelves	are	a	great
choice	since	theyll	also	help	you	make	space	for	storing	some	of	your	extra	stuff	thats	currently	cluttering	up	your	garage.Dont	have	any	scrap	wood	lying	around?	Dont	worry.	All	of	these	materials	can	be	purchased	inexpensively	at	your	local	home	improvement	store.	And	since	this	build	is	so	simple,	youll	hardly	even	need	any	tools.Project
Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-3	HoursTools	Needed:	Miter	saw	or	miter	box	with	a	hand	saw,	Tape	measure,	Drill/driver,	Circular	saw,	Level,	Stud	finder	Image	Credit:	Sawdust	Girl	Get	all	of	your	important	belongings	off	the	floor	and	up	on	shelves,	freeing	up	that	floor	space	for	other	uses	and	keeping	y	our	stuff	safe	on	shelves.	These	DIY
Cantilevered	Garage	Shelves	by	Sawdust	Girl	will	help	you	do	it.	Theyre	not	too	time-consuming	to	make,	but	theyre	strong	enough	to	support	your	weight	hanging	from	the	brackets!Because	of	the	angle	of	the	brackets,	these	shelves	are	going	to	take	a	bit	more	skill	to	build	than	some	of	the	other,	simpler	shelves	weve	covered	so	far.	But	if	you	want
to	improve	your	skills	and	take	on	a	challenge,	the	final	result	is	a	great	set	of	extremely	sturdy	shelves	to	house	your	stuff	safely	off	the	floor!Project	Difficulty:	AdvancedTime	to	Build:	2	Days	due	to	drying	timeTools	Needed:	Circular	saw,	Miter	saw,	Nail	gun,	Drill/driver,	Stud	finder,	Level,	Tape	measure	These	Wasted	Space	Garage	Storage	Shelves
by	Jay	Bates	Woodworking	Videos	are	another	great	way	to	kill	two	birds	with	one	stone	by	utilizing	that	empty	space	in	the	top	of	your	garage	for	storing	all	the	stuff	that	currently	doesnt	have	a	home!This	is	a	very	simple	build	overall.	The	only	difficult	part	is	attaching	everything	to	the	ceiling	since	youll	need	to	be	comfortable	on	ladders	and	not
everyone	is.	But	if	youre	not	afraid	of	heights,	this	is	an	easy	project	that	you	can	take	on	in	a	few	hours	and	really	increase	the	amount	of	storage	space	you	have	in	your	garage	while	freeing	up	some	of	that	floor	space	by	elevating	the	stuff	you	need	to	store!Project	Difficulty:	IntermediateTime	to	Build:	2-5	HoursTools	Needed:	Circular	saw,	Speed
square,	Drill/driver,	Drill	bits	for	pre-drilling,	Tape	measure,	Level,	Stud	finder	Image	Credit:	Life	Storage	Blog	Simple	is	the	name	of	the	game	with	these	DIY	Garage	Storage	Shelves	for	Under	$60	from	Life	Storage	Blog.	Youll	make	the	entire	shelving	unit	out	of	just	one	material;	2X4s.	Thats	it!	Its	as	simple	as	it	could	possibly	be.To	build	one	this
size,	youll	need	a	total	of	nine	2X4s	that	are	each	10	feet	long.	Other	than	that,	you	just	need	a	few	basic	tools,	nothing	special,	and	a	few	hours	of	time.	Even	beginners	can	easily	accomplish	this	project	in	an	afternoon,	plus	the	time	it	takes	for	the	wood	stain	to	dry	if	you	decide	to	stain	it	and	give	it	that	beautiful	finish.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to
Build:	1-3	Hours	or	2	Days	if	you	stain	itTools	Needed:	Miter	saw	or	miter	box	with	a	hand	saw,	Drill/driver,	Tape	measure,	Square,	Sander	Image	Credit:	family	handyman	Let	the	Family	Handyman	show	you	how	to	turn	that	empty	garage	wall	into	an	organized	storage	space	with	these	DIY	Garage	Storage	Systems.	These	instructions	will	teach	you
how	to	build	garage	shelves	that	span	the	entire	wall	for	a	ton	of	storage	space.	It	includes	pegs	and	hooks	for	storing	bikes,	power	cords,	tools,	and	more.	Plus,	there	are	plenty	of	shelves	with	many	different	mounting	points	so	you	can	attach	them	at	any	height	that	suits	you.Project	Difficulty:	IntermediateTime	to	Build:	One	dayTools	Needed:
Caulking	gun,	Router	and	bits,	Circular	saw	and	guide,	Drill/driver,	Drill	bits,	Hammer,	Metal	cutting	blade,	Tape	measure,	Level,	Stud	finder	Image	Credit:	Hometalk	Made	entirely	out	of	basic	2X4	lumber,	this	Easy	DIY	Garage	Shelving	by	Home	Talk	is	one	of	the	most	simple	builds	possible.	You	can	build	this	with	almost	no	experience,	only	one
type	of	material,	and	only	the	most	basic	tools.	The	only	power	tool	you	need	is	a	drill	or	a	nail	gun.	Aside	from	that,	you	could	build	the	rest	of	this	with	affordable	hand	tools.	So,	if	you	dont	currently	have	a	tool	collection	but	you	want	to	get	started	on	some	simple	DIY	projects,	this	is	a	great	choice	to	get	started	with.Project	Difficulty:	EasyTime	to
Build:	1-2	HoursTools	Needed:	Saw	(any	type,	hand	saw,	circular	saw,	miter	saw,	etc.),	Drill/driver,	Tape	measure	Image	Credit:	Instructables	Check	Project	Details	HereThese	Garage	Corner	Shelves	from	Gym	Bleachers	by	Instructables	are	very	unique	in	that	theyre	repurposed	gym	bleachers.	Obviously,	not	everyone	has	old	gym	bleachers	to	reuse
in	this	manner.	But	the	concept	is	great	and	can	be	applied	to	anything	that	you	happen	you	get	your	hands	on	for	free.	Pallets,	old	doors,	pretty	much	anything	can	be	recycled	into	a	very	cool	set	of	garage	storage	shelves	if	you	have	a	bit	of	imagination!Project	Difficulty:	IntermediateTime	to	Build:	2-4	HoursTools	Needed:	Hammer,	Drill/driver,	Stud
finder,	Level,	Circular	saw,	Tape	measure	Image	Credit:	dadand	Check	Project	Details	HereBasic	and	utilitarian,	these	DIY	Storage	Shelves	by	Dadand	are	a	great	project	for	beginners.	Theyre	also	perfect	if	you	just	want	a	quick	set	of	sturdy	shelves	that	you	can	slap	together	with	basic	tools	in	a	few	hours	or	less.	If	you	want	something	beautiful	to
show	off,	then	youll	need	to	look	elsewhere.These	are	made	from	2X4s	and	OSB	wood,	so	theyre	strong	and	theyll	do	the	job,	but	theyre	not	exactly	beautiful.	Since	theyre	freestanding,	they	wont	need	to	be	mounted	to	the	wall.	This	means	you	wont	need	a	stud	finder,	and	you	can	even	do	without	a	level	if	you	dont	have	one	available.Project
Difficulty:	EasyTime	to	Build:	1-2	HoursTools	Needed:	Saw	of	any	type,	Drill/driver,	Tape	measure	Image	Credit:	Instructables	Check	Project	Details	HereIf	youre	looking	for	a	project	that	will	help	you	try	something	new,	you	might	consider	this	DIY	Shelving	Unit	by	Instructables.	Instead	of	being	screwed	or	nailed	together	like	most	of	the	shelving
units	weve	seen,	this	set	is	attached	with	wooden	dowels.This	can	be	a	bit	challenging	since	each	joint	requires	two	dowels,	which	means	you	have	to	get	both	holes	drilled	in	perfect	alignment	on	both	sides.	If	you	manage	it,	you	get	a	very	strong	and	sturdy	shelf	with	no	screw	or	nail	holes	anywhere,	a	very	clean	look.Project	Difficulty:	AdvancedTime
to	Build:	2	days	due	to	drying	timesTools	Needed:	Drill	with	bits,	Miter	or	table	saw,	Tape	measure,	Wood	glue	Featured	Image	Credit:	Free-Photos,	PixabayBuilding	a	garage	wall	shelf	offers	numerous	benefits	that	can	transform	an	untidy	space	into	an	organized	haven.By	maximizing	storage	space,	individuals	can	reduce	clutter	and	easily	access
tools	and	supplies	when	needed.	A	well-constructed	wall	shelf	optimizes	the	vertical	space	in	a	garage	and	creates	designated	areas	for	different	items,	ensuring	everything	has	its	place.	In	this	article,	we	will	guide	you	through	the	essential	steps	on	how	to	build	a	garage	wall	shelf.Well	cover	the	planning	process,	including	the	measurements	and
layout,	help	you	select	the	appropriate	materials,	and	walk	you	through	the	construction	and	installation	phases.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	DIY	enthusiast	or	a	beginner,	this	project	is	manageable	and	will	enhance	your	garages	functionality	and	aesthetics.Planning	Your	Garage	Wall	ShelfBefore	embarking	on	your	garage	wall	shelf	project,	its
essential	to	assess	the	available	space	and	determine	the	ideal	location	for	your	shelf.Start	by	clearing	the	garage	area	to	provide	a	clear	view	of	the	walls	and	existing	structures.	Measure	the	height	and	width	of	the	wall	space	where	you	plan	to	install	the	shelf,	taking	note	of	any	obstructions	such	as	windows,	doors,	or	electrical	outlets.	After
measuring	the	area,	consider	the	dimensions	of	the	shelf.Aim	for	a	length	that	complements	the	wall	without	overwhelming	it	while	maintaining	a	depth	of	at	least	12	inches	to	accommodate	most	storage	items.	The	height	from	the	floor	should	allow	easy	access	yet	be	high	enough	to	avoid	interference	with	vehicle	clearance	or	foot	traffic.	Thorough
planning	in	this	stage	will	ensure	a	practical	and	efficient	storage	solution	that	fits	seamlessly	into	your	garage	space.Choosing	the	Right	Shelf	DesignOnce	youve	defined	the	dimensions	and	location,	its	time	to	select	the	right	shelf	design	that	meets	your	storage	needs.	Common	types	of	garage	wall	shelves	include	fixed,	floating,	and	adjustable
options.Fixed	shelves	are	secured	to	the	wall	and	offer	a	stable	solution,	making	them	great	for	heavy	items	but	limiting	flexibility.	Floating	shelves	provide	a	sleek	look	and	can	be	positioned	at	various	heights,	but	their	weight	capacity	may	be	lower,	requiring	careful	load	management.On	the	other	hand,	adjustable	shelves	allow	for	height	and
spacing	customization,	making	them	highly	versatile	for	different-sized	items.	When	choosing	the	design,	consider	the	weight	of	the	items	you	plan	to	store,	as	heavier	loads	necessitate	sturdier	construction.	Ensuring	the	chosen	design	aligns	with	your	storage	requirements	will	enhance	the	functionality	and	longevity	of	your	garage	wall
shelf.Gathering	Materials	and	ToolsTo	successfully	construct	your	garage	wall	shelf,	youll	need	a	selection	of	durable	materials	that	can	support	the	weight	of	stored	items.The	primary	materials	include	plywood	or	hardwood	for	the	shelves,	24	lumber	for	the	supports,	screws	for	fastening	the	components	together,	brackets	for	added	stability,	and
wood	glue	for	reinforcement.	Its	vital	to	select	materials	that	are	sturdy	and	suitable	for	the	garage	environment,	ensuring	longevity	against	wear	and	tear.In	addition	to	materials,	youll	require	a	few	essential	tools	to	complete	the	project.	A	tape	measure	is	crucial	for	accurate	measurements,	while	a	level	ensures	that	your	shelves	are	installed
straight.A	stud	finder	will	help	locate	wall	studs	to	secure	the	shelves.	You	will	also	need	a	drill	for	making	holes	and	driving	screws,	a	saw	(circular	or	miter)	for	cutting	the	wood	to	size,	and	a	screwdriver	for	assembly.	Lastly,	dont	forget	to	wear	safety	gear,	including	gloves	and	goggles,	to	protect	yourself	during	construction.Cutting	and	Preparing
the	WoodTo	ensure	your	garage	wall	shelf	is	perfectly	fitted,	start	by	measuring	the	wood	for	the	shelves	and	supports	accurately.	Using	a	tape	measure,	determine	the	required	lengths	based	on	your	predetermined	shelf	dimensions.Make	clear	marks	on	the	wood	where	cuts	will	be	made,	using	a	pencil	for	visibility.	For	the	shelf	boards,	measure	the
same	width	across	all	pieces,	ensuring	they	are	uniform	in	size	to	maintain	a	clean	look.	When	cutting,	use	a	circular	or	miter	saw	for	straight	cuts,	which	will	provide	precision.Position	your	wood	securely	on	a	stable	surface	and	align	the	saw	blade	with	your	marked	line.	Carefully	guide	the	saw	along	your	marked	line	without	forcing	it	to	avoid
splintering	the	wood.	After	cutting,	double-check	that	all	pieces	fit	together	snugly	before	proceeding	to	the	next	step.Once	all	pieces	are	cut,	its	crucial	to	sand	the	edges	and	surfaces	of	the	wood	to	eliminate	any	splinters	and	rough	spots.	Use	medium-grit	sandpaper	to	start,	smoothing	out	the	edges	first	before	progressing	to	finer	grit	for	the
surfaces.This	step	not	only	enhances	the	appearance	of	your	shelves	but	also	prevents	injuries	from	sharp	edges.	After	sanding,	its	beneficial	to	apply	a	wood	primer	or	sealant	to	protect	the	wood	against	moisture	and	wear,	which	is	particularly	important	in	a	garage	environment	where	humidity	and	temperature	changes	can	affect	wood
stability.Choose	a	product	suitable	for	your	wood	type	and	apply	it	evenly,	following	the	manufacturers	instructions.	Allow	the	primer	or	sealant	to	dry	completely	before	moving	on	to	assembly,	ensuring	your	shelves	have	optimal	durability	and	a	polished	finish.How	to	Build	a	Garage	Wall	Shelf:	Assembling	the	Shelf	FrameOnce	youve	cut	and
prepared	your	wood,	its	time	to	assemble	the	shelf	frame	using	the	24	lumber	or	other	supports.	Start	by	laying	out	the	shelf	boards	on	a	flat,	stable	surface.	Position	the	side	supports	vertically,	cutting	them	to	the	appropriate	height	youve	previously	determined.Align	the	horizontal	shelf	boards	with	the	vertical	supports	at	your	desired	intervals.
Using	a	drill,	secure	the	shelf	boards	to	the	vertical	supports	with	screws,	ensuring	each	screw	is	driven	straight	for	maximum	stability.	Apply	a	bead	of	wood	glue	to	the	joints	before	securing	them,	which	will	reinforce	the	connection	and	help	avoid	any	movement	over	time.As	you	assemble,	regularly	check	that	the	frame	is	square	by	measuring	the
diagonals	opposite	each	other;	adjustments	can	be	made	as	needed	to	correct	misalignments.	Once	all	joints	are	secured,	your	frame	should	feel	solid	and	capable	of	bearing	the	weight	it	needs	to	support.Consider	installing	additional	supports	or	brackets	for	added	peace	of	mind	and	reinforcement	of	your	shelf	frame.This	is	particularly	important	if
you	plan	to	place	heavier	items	on	your	shelf.	Use	extra	pieces	of	24	lumber	to	create	diagonal	supports	that	run	from	the	bottom	of	the	vertical	supports	to	the	middle	of	the	horizontal	shelf	boards,	forming	an	X	shape.	This	design	will	significantly	enhance	the	frames	rigidity.Additionally,	you	can	install	metal	brackets	at	each	joint,	which	will	further
bolster	the	structural	integrity.	Once	all	supports	are	in	place,	make	it	a	habit	to	double-check	all	joints	and	connections	before	proceeding.	Pull	on	the	frame	gently	to	ensure	there	is	no	wobble.	If	you	notice	any	instability,	re-tighten	the	screws	or	adjust	the	supports	as	needed,	ensuring	your	shelf	can	safely	carry	its	load	without	risk	of	sagging	or
failure.How	to	Build	a	Garage	Wall	Shelf:	Installing	the	Shelf	on	the	WallIt	is	essential	to	locate	the	wall	studs	to	ensure	your	garage	wall	shelf	will	be	securely	installed,	as	attaching	the	shelf	frame	to	these	will	provide	maximum	support	and	stability.	Begin	using	a	stud	finder,	a	handy	tool	for	detecting	wooden	beams	behind	the	drywall.First,	turn	on
the	stud	finder	and	hold	it	flat	against	the	wall,	typically	around	the	area	where	you	plan	to	install	the	shelf.	Slowly	move	the	device	horizontally	across	the	wall;	it	will	beep	or	indicate	when	it	detects	a	stud.Mark	the	location	with	a	pencil.	Scanning	a	few	times	in	different	directions	to	confirm	the	studs	location	is	advisable,	as	some	walls	may	have
additional	materials.	Once	you	have	identified	the	studs,	measure	and	mark	their	locations	at	the	height	where	you	intend	to	install	your	shelf,	ensuring	you	know	where	to	secure	it	for	optimal	strength.Now	that	the	studs	are	located,	its	time	to	secure	the	shelf	frame.	Position	the	shelf	against	the	wall,	aligning	it	with	the	identified	stud	marks.Using	a
drill,	insert	screws	or	lag	bolts	through	the	frames	vertical	supports	into	the	marked	studs.	Be	sure	to	drill	at	least	two	screws	per	stud	to	adequately	distribute	the	weight	and	enhance	stability.	As	you	install,	use	a	level	to	ensure	that	the	shelf	remains	straight;	adjust	accordingly	by	loosening	screws	if	necessary	before	fully	tightening	them.Starting
from	one	end,	check	both	ends	of	the	shelf	to	make	sure	it	maintains	a	proper	level	across	its	length.	Once	everything	is	aligned	to	your	satisfaction,	tighten	the	screws	securely,	confirming	that	the	shelf	is	firmly	attached	to	the	wall	and	ready	to	hold	your	items	safely.	Properly	securing	your	garage	shelf	in	this	manner	will	give	you	peace	of	mind,
knowing	it	can	safely	support	your	belongings.Finishing	Touches	and	TestingAfter	securing	your	shelf,	its	important	to	make	final	adjustments.	Use	a	level	to	check	that	the	shelf	is	even;	any	discrepancies	can	be	addressed	by	slightly	loosening	screws	and	adjusting	the	position	as	needed.	Ensure	that	all	screws	are	tight	and	secure,	reinforcing
connections	to	prevent	any	movement.	For	extra	security,	consider	adding	additional	brackets	or	wall	anchors,	particularly	if	your	shelf	will	hold	heavier	items.Once	adjustments	are	complete,	testing	the	shelfs	stability	is	critical.	Gradually	add	weight	in	increments,	starting	with	lighter	items	and	moving	to	heavier	ones,	while	monitoring	for	any	signs
of	weakness	or	wobbling.	Pay	close	attention	to	the	joints	and	supports	as	additional	weight	is	applied.	Ensuring	that	the	shelf	can	safely	hold	its	intended	load	will	give	you	confidence	in	your	work	and	prevent	future	issues.ConclusionBuilding	and	installing	a	garage	wall	shelf	requires	careful	planning	and	execution	to	ensure	a	sturdy	and	functional
unit.	Start	by	determining	the	dimensions	and	materials,	then	cut	your	wood	to	size	according	to	your	design.	Assemble	the	frame	securely,	reinforcing	it	with	diagonal	supports	and	brackets	for	added	stability.Once	the	frame	is	ready,	locate	the	wall	studs	and	attach	the	shelf	frame	firmly	to	these	for	optimal	strength.Taking	your	time	with
measurements	and	assembly	is	crucialaccuracy	in	these	stages	will	lead	to	a	more	durable	shelf.	Remember,	a	well-built	garage	wall	shelf	can	significantly	enhance	your	storage	situation,	helping	you	keep	your	garage	organized	and	functional.	With	these	steps	outlined	in	this	guide	on	how	to	build	a	garage	wall	shelf,	youre	now	equipped	to	tackle
this	project	with	confidence!	Disclosure:	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links	from	online	retailers,	including	Amazon.	If	you	click	a	link	and	buy	tools	or	supplies,	I	may	earn	a	small	commissionat	no	extra	cost	to	you.	This	allows	me	to	provide	you	free	helpful	content,	and	I	genuinely	appreciate	your	support	Learn	more	Want	to	build	sturdy	DIY
garage	shelves	without	spending	a	fortune?	Whether	youre	tired	of	clutter	piling	up	or	just	need	better	organization,	building	your	own	shelves	is	one	of	the	easiest	and	most	affordable	ways	to	maximize	your	garage	space.	In	this	step-by-step	guide,	Ill	show	you	exactly	how	to	build	strong,	durable	garage	shelves	using	basic	tools	and	materials.	No
complicated	joinery	or	expensive	lumberjust	a	practical,	beginner-friendly	build	that	you	can	easily	complete	in	a	weekend.	Ive	built	countless	shelves	over	the	years,	both	for	my	own	projects	and	professionally,	so	Ill	also	share	my	best	tips,	mistakes	to	avoid,	and	cost-saving	tricks	along	the	way.	Want	a	complete	woodworking	basics	guide?	Check
that	out	here	to	help	you	along	this	project!	Lets	get	started!	Stronger	than	store-bought	shelves	Custom-built	to	hold	heavy	tools	&	storage	bins	Cheaper	DIY	alternative	Save	money	with	basic	materials	Custom-fit	for	your	space	Adjust	size	&	height	to	meet	your	needs	Skill	Level:	Beginner-Friendly	Time	Required:	12	hours	per	shelf	Estimated
Material	Cost:	$20$40+	per	shelf	(it	depends	on	what	wood	you	buy).	Building	DIY	garage	shelves	is	simple!	Cut	your	2x4s,	assemble	sturdy	brackets,	mount	them	to	wall	studs,	and	secure	plywood	shelves.	Follow	this	detailed	guide	for	the	exact	steps!	Head	to	the	Home	Depot,	Ace	Hardware,	Lowes,	or	local	lumber	yard	and	pick	up	whatever
material	you	need	for	these	DIY	garage	shelves.	MaterialQuantityPurpose2	4	x	8ft	Douglas	fir	boards4	(just	to	be	safe)Shelf	brackets	and	supports4	x	8x	-inch	plywood	of	your	choice1	sheetShelf	surface1	5/8-inch	wood	screws1	boxAttaching	plywood	to	supports3-inch	wood	screws1	boxAssembling	shelf	supports3-inch	SDS	screws8+	or	small
boxMounting	to	wall	studs	ToolPurposeMiter	saw	(optional)Cutting	wood	accuratelySpeed	SquareMark	square	and	45	degree	cut	linesDrill/driverDriving	screwsCircular	saw	(How-to	guide	for	beginners)Cutting	plywood	shelvesStud	finder,	magnet	or	Locating	wall	studsLevelEnsuring	level	and	straight	installationMeasuring	tapeAccurate
measurements	Related	Posts	To	Help:	17	Best	Woodworking	Tools	for	Beginners	(Budget	&	Pro	Picks!)Essential	Power	Tools	for	Beginners:	DIY	In	2025	Before	making	any	cuts,	you	need	to	plan	the	right	dimensions	based	on	your	garage	space	and	storage	needs.	Taking	the	time	to	measure	correctly	now	will	prevent	frustration	later	and	ensure	your
shelves	fit	perfectly.	Here	are	some	recommended	dimensions	based	on	common	garage	storage	needs:	Storage	TypeRecommended	DepthRecommended	WidthRecommended	HeightGeneral	Storage	(tools,	bins)16	244	86	7Heavy-Duty	Storage24	304	86	8Wall-Mounted	Shelves12	18CustomMounted	2	4	apart	Pro	Tip:	If	you	plan	to	store	large	plastic
bins,	make	sure	the	depth	of	your	shelves	allows	them	to	fit	without	overhanging.	Measure	the	bins	first,	then	choose	your	shelf	depth	accordingly.	For	this	guide,	we	will	build	a	single	garage	shelf	that	is	8	feet	wide	and	19	inches	deep	to	fit	standard	storage	bins.	But	you	can	build	whatever	size	DIY	garage	shelves	you	need	of	course.	For	this	guide,
we	will	be	building	a	single	garage	shelf	that	is:	8	feet	wide	(to	maximize	plywood	usage	with	8ft	sheets)	19	inches	deep	(perfect	for	standard	storage	bins)	Adjustable	height	(customizable	to	fit	your	storage	needs)	Planning	for	Larger	Shelves?	Heres	How:	Need	a	wider	shelf?	Use	a	10	plywood	sheet	for	a	10	wide	shelf.	Want	a	massive	16	shelf?	Join
two	8	sheets	together	and	add	more	support	beams	underneath.	Stacking	multiple	shelves?	Leave	at	least	16	inches	between	each	shelf	for	optimal	storage	flexibility.	Pro	Tip:	Measure	twice,	cut	once!	Double-check	your	measurements	before	making	any	cuts	to	avoid	wasting	materials.	Now	that	youve	planned	your	perfect	garage	shelf	size,	its	time
to	start	cutting	the	lumber!	Move	on	to	Step	2:	Locating	Wall	Studs.	Related	guides	you	might	like:	DIY	Woodworking	for	Beginners:	Ultimate	Guide	to	Getting	Started	In	2025Master	These	11+	Basic	Carpentry	Skills	and	Build	Like	a	Pro	No,	you	do	NOT	need	to	tear	down	your	drywall	but	you	DO	need	to	mount	your	shelves	securely	to	the	wall	studs
for	maximum	strength.	Attaching	your	shelf	supports	directly	into	wall	studs	instead	of	just	drywall	is	critical	for	safety	and	durability.	Even	the	best	drywall	anchors	wont	cut	it	for	heavy	garage	shelvingtrust	me,	Ive	seen	them	fail!	Securing	to	wall	studs	matters	because:	Stronger	&	safer	Shelves	mounted	into	studs	can	support	heavy	tools,	bins,	and
equipment.	Prevents	sagging	Even	well-anchored	drywall	can	eventually	weaken	underweight.	Lasts	longer	A	stud-mounted	system	is	more	stable	and	durable.	1	Use	a	stud	finder	The	easiest	and	fastest	way	to	locate	studs	behind	drywall.2	Try	the	tap	method	Tap	lightly	along	the	wall	and	listen	for	a	solid,	less	hollow	sound	(indicates	a	stud).3	Use	a
strong	magnet	Run	a	magnet	across	the	wall	to	locate	drywall	screws	(they	are	fastened	into	studs	usually).	This	method	works	best	with	stronger	magnets	and	is	a	great	trick	if	you	dont	have	a	stud	finder.	There	are	also	stud	finding	magnets	for	cheap.4	Drill	a	tiny	test	hole	If	unsure,	drill	a	small	pilot	hole	to	confirm	you	hit	a	stud.5	Mark	each	stud
with	a	pencil	Once	found,	mark	the	center	of	each	stud	for	accuracy.6	Measure	16	inches	apart	Most	studs	are	spaced	16	inches	on	center,	but	some	garages	may	have	24-inch	spacing.	Double-check	before	drilling!	Pro	Tip:	If	you	miss	a	stud,	insert	a	small	piece	of	wire	or	a	long	drill	bit	into	the	test	hole	and	wiggle	it	side	to	side.	If	it	moves	freely,
you	missedslide	left	or	right	1	inch	at	a	time	until	you	hit	solid	wood.	Now	that	youve	found	the	studs,	its	time	to	move	on	to	Step	3:	Cutting	the	Shelf	Supports.	Now	that	youve	located	your	wall	studs,	its	time	to	cut	the	support	pieces	for	your	shelves.	These	supports	will	hold	the	weight	of	your	DIY	garage	shelves	and	provide	stability	for	a	long-
lasting,	sturdy	build.	Using	a	pencil,	speed	square,	and	either	a	miter	saw	or	circular	saw,	cut	the	following	pieces:	Wood	PieceQuantityLengthTop	Support	(24)419	inchesBack	Support	(24)417	inchesDiagonal	Brace	(24)422	inches	to	the	long	point	of	the	45	angle	cuts	(***read	image	caption	below)	Pro	Tip:	For	a	full	8-foot	shelf,	youll	typically	need	4
brackets.	Cut	all	pieces	at	once	for	uniformity	and	efficiency.	You	can	choose	to	flat	block	the	diagonal	support	as	shown	here.	Or	install	it	on	edge	like	in	the	diagram	in	the	next	step.	1	Measure	&	Mark:	Use	a	tape	measure	and	pencil	to	mark	your	cut	lines	accurately.2	Use	a	Speed	Square:	Place	a	speed	square	against	the	24	to	ensure	perfectly
straight	90	and	45	cuts.	3	Set	Up	Your	Saw:	Miter	Saw	(Best	Option)	Provides	quick,	accurate,	and	repeatable	cuts.	Circular	Saw	(Alternative)	If	using	a	circular	saw,	you	can	use	your	speed	square	to	help	make	straight	crosscuts.	Learn	how	to	do	this	here.	4Cut	All	Pieces	at	Once:	For	efficiency	and	uniformity,	cut	all	top	supports,	back	supports,	and
braces	in	batches	rather	than	one	at	a	time.	*This	only	really	works	with	a	miter	saw	Pro	Tip:	Label	each	piece	with	a	pencil	if	needed	(T	for	Top	Support,	B	for	Back	Support,	D	for	Diagonal	Brace)	to	stay	organized	during	assembly.	Now	that	you	have	all	your	support	pieces	cut,	its	time	to	start	assembling	the	shelf	brackets	and	securing	them	to	the
wall.	Move	on	to	Step	4:	Assemble	the	Shelf	Supports.	Now	that	youve	cut	all	your	support	pieces,	its	time	to	assemble	the	shelf	brackets.	Each	bracket	consists	of	three	24	pieces	forming	a	strong	right-angle	triangle,	a	solid	shape	for	supporting	heavy	loads.	1	Arrange	the	Pieces	Lay	the	top	piece	(19	inches)	and	back	piece	(17	inches)	into	an	L-
shape,	forming	a	butt	joint	(as	shown	in	the	diagram).	You	can	learn	more	about	joinery	in	this	complete	woodworking	guide	for	beginners.	Ensure	both	pieces	are	flush	and	square.	Pro	Tip:	Use	a	framing	square	to	double-check	that	the	joint	is	a	perfect	90.2	Attach	the	Diagonal	Brace	(22	inches,	45	cuts)	Position	the	diagonal	brace	between	the	top
and	back	supports	to	reinforce	the	bracket.	Choose	your	mounting	style	(refer	to	diagrams	when	cutting):Flat	style:	The	brace	sits	flat	against	both	supports.	On-edge	style	(stronger):	The	brace	is	turned	on	edge	for	extra	rigidity.	Pro	Tip:	If	youre	a	beginner,	I	recommend	the	on-edge	styleits	faster	and	easier	to	cut	with	a	circular	saw	and	increases
strength.	But	give	the	other	a	go	if	you	want	the	extra	practice!3	Secure	with	Screws	Pre-drill	holes	to	prevent	wood	from	splitting.	Use	3-inch	wood	screws	to	secure	each	joint	firmly.	Double-check	for	squareness.	Pro	Tip:	Clamp	pieces	together	while	drilling	to	keep	them	from	shifting	during	assembly.	Now	that	your	brackets	are	assembled,	its	time
to	secure	them	to	the	wall	studs	and	start	installing	your	DIY	garage	shelves.	Move	on	to	Step	5:	Mounting	the	Shelf	Supports	to	the	Wall.	Now	that	youve	built	your	shelf	brackets,	its	time	to	secure	them	to	the	wall.	Proper	installation	ensures	maximum	weight	support	and	long-term	stability.	1	Align	the	First	Support	Bracket	Hold	the	first	bracket
against	the	wall	at	your	marked	stud	locations.	Ensure	the	back	support	(17-inch	piece)	is	flush	against	the	drywall.2	Check	for	Level	&	Plumb	Use	a	level	(heres	a	great	beginners	set)	to	make	sure	the	bracket	is	both:Level	with	all	the	other	brackets	to	prevents	uneven	shelving.	Plumb	(straight	up	and	down)	ensures	proper	weight	distribution	and
looking	like	you	know	what	your	doing.	Pro	Tip:	If	working	alone,	use	a	temporary	screw	to	hold	the	bracket	in	place	while	finishing	securing	it.	Pre-drilling	will	make	your	life	easier	by	yourself	too.3	Secure	the	Brackets	to	the	Wall	Studs	Drill	pilot	holes	through	the	brackets	and	into	the	wall	stud	to	prevent	splitting	and	to	locate	where	it	will	sit.
Drive	in	3-inch	SDS	screws	or	lag	screws	through	the	back	support	into	the	stud.	Repeat	for	all	brackets,	spacing	them	every	16	inches	(or	according	to	your	stud	layout).	Pro	Tip:	If	your	studs	are	spaced	24	inches	apart,	consider	adding	an	extra	bracket	between	them	for	added	support	or	another	sheet	of	ply	for	the	shelf.4	Double-Check	&	Adjust	If
Needed	Once	all	brackets	are	installed,	check	for	level	one	last	time	before	moving	on	to	the	shelf	installation.	When	screwing	into	studs,	be	cautious	of	hidden	electrical	wiring	and	plumbing	inside	the	wall.	How	to	check	for	wires	or	pipes	before	drilling:	Look	for	nearby	outlets,	plumbing,	and	light	switches	Studs	almost	always	run	alongside	them.
Use	a	stud	finder	with	live	wire	detection	to	check	for	electrical	wiring.	Drill	pilot	holes	carefully	If	resistance	feels	unusual	or	you	hit	metal,	stop	immediately.	With	your	shelf	brackets	securely	mounted,	its	time	to	attach	the	actual	shelving	boards	and	complete	your	project!	Now	that	your	shelf	brackets	are	mounted,	its	time	to	cut	and	install	the
plywood	shelf	surface.	This	is	where	all	your	tools,	bins,	and	supplies	will	sit,	so	securing	it	properly	is	key	to	durability	and	long-term	use.	1	Cut	the	Plywood	to	Size	Measure	and	mark	a	sheet	of	-inch	plywood	to	8	feet	long	by	19	inches	wide	(or	adjust	based	on	your	custom	shelf	size).	Use	a	circular	saw	or	table	saw	(my	go-to)	for	a	clean,	precise	cut.
Pro	Tip:	When	cutting	plywood,	use	a	fine-tooth	blade	to	reduce	splintering.	Also	use	the	clamped	down	straight	edge	trick	for	long	plywood	cuts	to	make	sure	they	are	perfectly	straight.2	Sand	the	Edges	Use	120-150	grit	sandpaper	or	a	sanding	block	to	smooth	out	rough	edges.	This	helps	prevent	splinters	and	makes	the	shelf	look	more	polished.	Pro
Tip:	If	you	want	a	super	smooth	finish,	slightly	round	over	the	front	edge	with	a	router	or	sanding	sponge.3	Position	the	Plywood	on	the	Supports	Place	the	cut	plywood	sheet	on	top	of	the	installed	shelf	brackets.	Ensure	its	centered	and	sits	flush	against	the	back	wall.	Pro	Tip:	If	your	shelf	is	longer	than	8	feet,	join	two	plywood	sheets	together	over	a
middle	support	bracket	for	added	strength.4	Secure	the	Plywood	to	the	Supports	Pre-drill	holes	along	each	bracket	to	prevent	splitting.	(See	diagram	below)	Use	1-5/8	wood	screws	to	attach	the	plywood	to	the	top	supports	of	the	brackets.	Pro	Tip:	If	you	plan	to	store	extra	heavy	items,	add	more	screws	or	use	construction	adhesive	for	extra	holding
power.	Want	a	polished,	professional	finish?	Consider	painting	or	staining	your	DIY	garage	shelves:	Paint	A	coat	of	durable	paint	or	polyurethane	can	help	protect	against	spills,	moisture,	and	scratches.	Stain	&	Seal	Staining	adds	a	richer,	natural	wood	look	while	sealing	helps	prevent	warping.	Pro	Tip:	If	storing	chemicals,	paints,	or	liquids,	use	an	oil-
based	polyurethane	or	garage-grade	paint	for	easy	cleanup	and	durability.	With	your	plywood	shelf	installed,	youre	almost	done!	In	the	final	step,	well	cover	final	adjustments,	weight	capacity	tips,	and	how	to	load	your	new	DIY	garage	shelves	for	maximum	efficiency	properly.	Before	loading	up	your	brand-new	DIY	garage	shelves,	its	important	to	test
for	strength	and	stability.	This	ensures	your	shelves	are	secure	and	can	safely	support	the	weight	of	your	tools,	bins,	and	supplies.	Press	down	on	the	shelf	Apply	firm	pressure	with	your	hands	to	check	for	movement,	sagging,	or	shifting.	Reinforce	weak	spots	If	you	notice	any	wobbling,	make	sure	your	screws	are	sucked	up	tight.	If	there	still	is
wobble	then	add	extra	3-inch	screws	to	the	brackets	or	support	beams.	Weight	test	Place	a	50	lb	weight	(such	as	a	bag	of	concrete	or	a	stack	of	heavy	tools)	on	the	shelf	and	observe	for	any	bending	or	instability.	Pro	Tip:	If	you	plan	to	store	very	heavy	items	(100+	lbs	per	shelf),	consider:	Adding	extra	brackets	for	more	support.	Using	thicker	plywood
(1-1/8	SturdiFloor	inch	instead	of	inch).	Installing	L-brackets	underneath	for	additional	reinforcement.	Now	that	your	shelves	are	solid	and	secure,	its	time	to	maximize	storage	space	by	organizing	everything	efficiently.	Store	heavy	items	on	the	lower	shelves(if	you	built	multiple)	This	keeps	your	storage	stable	and	reduces	strain	on	upper	shelves.	Use
clear	bins	or	label	them	Group	similar	items	together	and	label	bins	for	easy	access.	Hang	frequently	used	tools	Mount	a	pegboard	or	hooks	above	your	shelves	for	extra	storage.	Create	a	dedicated	workspace	Leave	an	open	section	for	a	workbench	or	tool	station	if	needed.	(Whos	ready	for	another	DIY	project?)	Pro	Tip:	Plan	for	future	storage	growth.
If	you	expect	to	add	more	tools	or	supplies	later,	leave	extra	shelf	space	for	expansion.	Youve	successfully	built	strong,	durable,	and	affordable	DIY	garage	shelves	that	will	keep	your	workspace	organized	for	years	to	come.	Now	load	them	up	and	enjoy	the	extra	space!	By	following	this	simple	7-step	process,	youve	built	a	set	of	sturdy,	functional	DIY
garage	shelveswithout	breaking	the	bank.Now	that	your	garage	is	more	organized,	whats	your	next	DIY	project?	Maybe	a	workbench,	a	tool	storage	rack,	or	another	space-saving	build?	Before	you	go,	check	out	these	must-read	guides	to	improve	your	woodworking	skills	and	take	on	even	bigger	projects:	Upgrade	Your	DIY	Game:	Best	Woodworking
Tools	for	Beginners	Essential	tools	for	anyone	serious	about	woodworking.	DIY	Woodworking	for	Beginners	Learn	foundational	skills	to	tackle	more	DIY	builds	with	confidence.	Essential	Power	Tools	for	Beginners	A	breakdown	of	the	must-have	power	tools	for	DIY	projects.	More	DIY	Projects	to	Try:	First	DIY	Project	Guide	A	perfect	step-by-step	guide
if	youre	new	to	building.	If	this	guide	helped	you,	share	it	with	a	friend	who	needs	better	garage	storage.	And	for	more	step-by-step	DIY	builds,	sign	up	for	my	newsletter	below!	Here's	four	ways	to	build	your	own	garage	shelving.	These	garage	storage	projects	have	been	built	hundreds	of	thousands	of	times	by	people	all	over	the	world.Question:	Is	it
cheaper	to	buy	or	build	garage	shelves?Building	is	less	expensive,	the	savings	multiply	the	longer	your	DIY	shelving	unit	is,	and	there	are	many	other	great	reasons	to	build	your	own	garage	storage	shelving,	including	custom	sized	for	your	totes,	greater	durability,	and	design	flexibility.	How	to	build	shelving	in	a	garage,	which	plan	to	choose?So	you
are	ready	to	build	some	garage	shelving.	But	which	ones?	There's	alot	of	garage	storage	ideas	out	there,	here's	the	best	three	options.	All	are	great	projects	that	can	be	customized	in	size,	around	garage	doors,	and	fitted	for	your	storage	needs.	Fill	then	up	with	bins,	totes,	small	organizers,	add	some	wall	storage,	and	you	are	done!	NEW	Option!	2x4
Shelving	with	Metal	Angle	SupportsWe	are	so	excited	to	add	a	brand	new	garage	shelving	plan!	This	plan	uses	metal	angle	under	the	shelves,	to	increase	shelf	strength	without	adding	bulk.	So	more	vertical	storage,	greater	spans	between	legs,	at	minimal	costs!	Use	off	the	shelf	lengths	of	metal	to	reduce	cutting	and	required	tools.PLANS:	Ultimate
Garage	ShelvingMOST	POPULAR:	Heavy-Duty	Garage	Shelves	Attached	to	WallsPLANS:	Built-In	Garage	ShelvesMaterials:	2x4	frame	attached	to	wall,	plywood	topped	shelvesIf	you	have	a	wood	framed	garage	wall,	look	no	further,	you	won't	find	an	easier	or	cheaper	way	to	DIY	garage	storage	than	this.	And	it	will	be	heavy-duty	since	it	is	wall-



mounted.This	shelving	system	is	so	poplar	because	of	the	installation	method.Just	screw	2x4s	to	studs	in	the	wall,	wherever	you	want	a	shelf.	Then	screw	a	second	layer	of	2x4s	over	the	first.Then	add	legs.Remove	the	second	layer	of	2x4s	and	pull	appart.Add	in	2x4s	between	to	get	the	desired	depth	of	garage	shelves.Then	just	add	plywood	to	the
top.Workbench	Idea:	This	same	system	can	be	used	to	build	workbenches,	just	build	to	the	desired	work	height,	and	add	a	pegboard	or	other	shelving	on	top.Question:	How	deep	should	garage	shelves	be?24"	deep	is	idea	for	totes,	but	16"	is	an	option	for	narrower	spaces.Question:	How	thick	should	plywood	be	for	garage	shelves?For	the	24"	depth,
use	1/2".	For	the	16"	depth,	you	can	use	3/8".	This	type	of	shelving	is	fully	supported	on	the	front	and	back	with	2x4s.Testimonials	-	What	real	people	are	saying	about	the	fixed	shelf	plans:Thanks	for	fantastic	plans	Ana!!	My	12yr	old	son	and	I	knocked	these	out	in	an	afternoon.-Guest	submitted	brag	postI'm	so	grateful	for	these	plans!	...	This	project
was	so	fast	and	easy	--	I	put	them	together	one	night	after	the	kids	went	to	bed.-Utility	Room	Shelves	by	Guest	Brag	PostWanted	some	easy	storage	shelving	that	didn't	break	the	bank.	These	were	perfect!	...	Lumber	was	only	$58.68	and	I	bought	and	extra	8	foot	2x4,	so	it	could	have	been	slightly	cheaper!-Very	Easy	Garage	Shelving	Brag	Post	by
GuestPersonal	testimony:I	love	how	this	project	turned	out,	and	went	on	to	build	it	multiple	times!Bottom	line:If	you	have	a	stud	wall	to	anchor	shelving	to	in	your	garage,	this	is	THE	must	build	project	and	will	result	in	heavy-duty	lifetime	garage	shelving	that	can	store	just	about	anything.The	full	tutorial	is	here,please	do	share	if	you	build.	QUICK
AND	EASY:	DIY	Garage	Storage	-	Freestanding,	all	2x4sPLANS:	Freestanding	Garage	ShelvingMaterials:	2x4	framed	with	2x4	slats	on	top,	shelves	can	have	gaps	in	betweenBut	what	happens	if	you	have	concrete	garage	walls?	Or	are	renting	and	can't	build	a	permanent	shelving	system?	Or	maybe	you	just	want	storage	shelves	that	are	super	quick
and	easy	to	diy.Bottom	line:	If	you	need	quick	and	easy	shelving,	this	is	the	one.This	method,	the	freestanding	garage	shelving,	is	so	easy	to	build,	it's	faster	than	assembling	flat	pack	shelving.	Just	build	the	leg	sets,	and	thread	2x4s	in	between.The	benefits	of	this	type	of	shelving	is	less	wasted	space	of	the	shelving	boards,	economical	design,	easy	to
build,	and	you	can	build	in	just	about	any	size.	So	you	can	make	a	unique	storage	system,	quickly	and	easily!What	people	are	saying	about	Freestanding	Garage	Shelving	Plans:This	was	an	easy	project	to	complete	in	an	afternoon	that	does	not	require	any	advance	woodworking	skills.-Great	Plan	for	Garage	Shelf	by	edapinaVery	easy	garage	shelving!-
Great	Shelving,	easy	to	do	by	familymed_docI	LOVE	how	these	turned	out!	They	are	a	strong	as	a	ladder	(we	tested	them...	:))	and	they	hold	everything	I	need	them	to,	and	a	little	bit	more.	It's	a	definite	improvement	on	my	previously	messy,	cluttered,	saw-dust	covered	space	...	:)-2x4	Garage	Shelves	Built	into	Basement	Storage	by	NoelleskayaThe
project	was	actually	pretty	easy	and	really	only	took	me	about	a	days	worth	of	work.-Loving	These	Shelves	by	woody311Thank	you	for	the	plans!	Love	the	shelves!-Guest	submitted	brag	postThis	is	my	first	project	ever	built.	I	can't	thank	you	enough	for	this	site.	I	already	have	several	other	projects	I	want	to	build	around	the	house	because	of	this	site.
Thank	you	so	much!-Garage	Shelves	by	QueequegGarage	cabinets	system	with	drawers:Thanks	to	Ana's	2x4	storage	plan	and	a	neighbor's	discarded	kitchen	cabinets	we	now	have	a	very	clean	and	convenient	storage	area	in	our	garage.	It	even	features	a	work	bench	and	sorting	area.	Estimated	Cost:	40-50	dollars.-Garage	Storage	by	Smokeydog
BEST	OF	BOTH:	The	Space	SaverPLANS:	2x4	Storage	ShelvingMaterials:	2x4	framed,	attached	to	wall,	1x6	boards	for	shelving	(can	also	use	plywood	or	2x4s)If	you	need	maximum	storage	in	a	smaller	space,	put	the	time	into	creating	a	just	right	solution	for	garage	organization.	This	fixed	shelving	system	has	thin	shelves	for	maximum	space,	but	uses
an	attached	to	the	wall	design	for	added	durability	and	strength.	Bottom	line:	If	you	have	the	time	and	not	the	space,	this	is	the	one.FAQ	About	Garage	OrganizationHow	should	I	organize	my	garage	storage?Put	away	largest,	bulky	items	first.	Then	hang	on	hooks	frequently	used	items	like	shovels,	extension	cords,	brooms,	rakes,	bungee	cords,
helmets	and	gear.	Label	each	hook.	Now	organize	everything	else	into	storage	containers	that	are	labeled.	Smaller	items	should	be	placed	in	smaller	containers.	When	finished,	all	belongings	will	be	put	away	and	nothing	should	be	stored	on	the	garage	floor.	How	do	I	store	large	things	in	my	garage?	Build	heavy-duty	garage	shelves	in	a	deeper	depth,
but	leave	out	the	bottom	shelf.	Heavier	items	can	be	rolled	under,	lighter	items	can	be	stored	on	shelves.	What	is	the	cheapest	material	for	shelving?2x4s.	How	high	should	shelves	bin	in	a	garage?	You	can	go	floor	to	ceiling,	but	after	6	feet	tall,	it	is	very	hard	to	access	the	shelving.	So	only	place	very	rarely	used	items,	or	lightweight	items	like
sleeping	bags,	on	high	shelves.How	much	space	do	you	need	between	storage	shelves?	For	household	items,	12"	is	a	good	height.	For	garage	shelving	with	totes,	go	for	a	16"	height.	In	this	post,	Im	sharing	how	to	add	extra	storage	to	your	garage	with	these	easy	DIY	wall	shelves	made	from	2x4s	and	plywood!	My	parents	garage	has	high	ceilings	and
plenty	of	wall	space	for	storage.	Butuntil	this	project,	they	were	empty.	So	we	decided	to	add	some	super	quick	and	easy	storage	space	with	these	simple,	but	sturdy	wooden	shelves.	They	only	took	about	10	minutes	to	build	and	10	minutes	to	hang	and	are	easy	to	customize	to	any	size	you	need.	So	if	you	need	an	easy	weekend	project	to	add	some
organization	and	storage	to	your	space,	Im	sharing	how	we	made	these	below.	*This	post	contains	affiliate	links.	See	website	policies.	These	shelves	are	easily	customizable	to	whatever	length(s)	you	need.	You	can	also	install	multiple	rows	of	shelves,	if	you	want	them	to	go	floor	to	ceiling.	The	shelf	supports	install	directly	to	the	wall	studs,	so	you	can
add	more	supports	to	make	a	longer	shelf,	or	less	to	make	a	shorter	shelf.	Keep	in	mind	that	wall	studs	are	typically	spaced	out	16	on	center.	In	our	case,	I	installed	them	to	every	other	stud	so	they	were	approximately	32	apart.	If	youre	planning	to	store	totes	on	your	shelf	(or	shelves)	like	we	did,	I	recommend	measuring	your	totes	before	building	so
that	you	can	modify	the	depth/length	as	needed	to	fit.	These	are	the	storage	totes	I	used	for	this	project,	and	I	made	this	shelf	19	deep.	As	far	as	weight	limits,	Im	not	sure	exactly	how	much	these	will	holdit	depends	on	several	factors.	But,	I	hung	on	the	supports	after	I	screwed	them	to	the	wall,	so	I	know	each	support	can	hold	over	100	lbs.	Are	DIY
projects	your	thing?	Sign	up	for	our	newsletter	for	priority	access	to	the	latest	projects	and	build	plans!	This	is	such	a	quick	and	practical	build	you	can	easily	complete	in	under	an	hour.	It	only	takes	about	10	minutes	to	assemble	and	10	minutes	to	install	(at	least	thats	about	what	it	took	for	my	one	shelf).	Materials:	(2)	2x4x8	boards	(for	one	8	long
shelf)	(1)	2x8	(half	sheet)	plywood	(for	one	8	long	shelf)	1	long	wood	screws	3	long	wood	screws	3	long	lag	screws	Storage	Totes	The	shelf	supports	are	assembled	from	2x4s.	So	first,	I	cut	three	pieces	of	24	for	each	support4	total.	The	top	piece	was	19,	the	back	piece	was	17	.	And	I	cut	the	third	piece	with	45	degree	mitered	ends	so	that	the	longest
side	was	about	22	.	Once	the	pieces	were	cut,	I	assembled	them	together	using	3	wood	screws.	I	found	it	easiest	to	screw	the	straight	pieces	together	at	a	right	angle	first.	Then,	I	added	the	angled	piece	between	them.	Make	sure	when	assembling,	the	supports	stay	square.	I	made	four	of	these	supports	total.	I	marked	the	height	on	the	wall	I	wanted
to	mount	the	shelf,	then	used	a	level	to	draw	a	line	across	the	wall	at	this	height.	You	can	install	yours	however	high	youd	like.	Then	I	used	a	stud	finder	to	locate	the	wall	studs	along	this	line.	Once	I	found	the	wall	studs,	I	used	the	level	to	mark	a	vertical	line	on	the	wall	at	each	stud.	You	dont	have	to	do	that,	but	I	helps	me	see	better	to	line	up	the
supports	vertically.	I	screwed	each	shelf	support	into	a	wall	stud	with	three	3	lag	screws	making	sure	to	keep	them	level	to	each	other.	TIP:	Keep	in	mind	that	if	you	hang	them	up	high,	youll	need	a	ladder	to	access.	I	dont	recommend	storing	heavy	items	up	high	as	they	may	be	difficult	to	get	down	using	a	ladder.	Use	the	level	to	ensure	the	shelves
are	level	to	each	other,	but	also	level	vertically.	After	the	shelving	supports	were	installed,	I	needed	to	add	the	actual	shelf.	For	this,	I	ripped	a	piece	of	plywood	to	19	wide	x	96	long	to	fit	over	the	supports.	RELATED:	How	to	cut	plywood	sheets	Once	the	shelf	was	placed	on	top,	I	secured	them	to	the	supports	using	1	wood	screws	from	the	top.	NOTE:
You	dont	have	to	use	plywood	for	the	shelf	if	youd	rather	use	a	different	material.	You	can	use	1x	lumber	or	2x	lumber	laid	across	the	supports	for	shelving	instead.	And	now	this	simple	garage	shelf	is	installed	and	ready	for	storage!	We	used	these	large	storage	totes	to	store	seasonal	decorations	up	high	and	out	of	the	way.	If	you	wanted,	you	could
add	several	rows	of	shelves	all	down	the	wall	for	tons	of	storage	for	Looking	for	more	garage	storage	and	organization	ideas	for	your	space?	Here	are	a	few	of	my	favorites!	DIY	Garage	Cabinets	Scrap	Wood	Cart	EASY	DIY	Lumber	Rack	Workbench	with	Drawers	Lazy	Susan	Garage	Cabinet	Scrap	Wood	Clamp	Rack	If	you	enjoyed	this	post	and	would
like	to	save	it,	dont	forget	to	pin	it	or	share	to	your	favorite	social	channel!	Until	next	time,	friends,	happy	building!	Need	garage	shelves?	Here	are	15	easy-to-build	DIY	garage	shelves	with	tutorials	and	plans	that	are	great	beginner	projects.	Garages	tend	to	get	cluttered	very	quickly.	We	store	more	than	just	our	cars	from	bikes,	kids	play	toys,	sports
equipment,	seasonal	decor,	or	a	woodworking	workshop	(like	me)!	One	of	the	things	about	our	garage	clutter	that	drives	me	crazy	is	that	it	acts	as	a	holding	spot	for	items	that	dont	have	an	immediate	spot	or	boxes	that	we	might	need	for	returns	and	more!	Not	having	enough	floor	space	in	the	garage	can	not	only	be	frustrating,	but	it	can	also	be
dangerous	as	it	creates	tripping	hazards.	The	best	solution	for	organizing	the	garage	is	to	go	up	vertically,	which	means	garage	shelving.	Building	your	garage	shelving	is	relatively	easy	and	is	a	great	beginner-friendly	project.	What	is	the	best	thing	about	DIY	garage	shelving?	It	can	be	easily	customized	to	fit	your	space	no	matter	the	size	of	the
garage	you	have,	and	they	are	an	easy	DIY	project	anyone	can	do.	With	custom-built	shelving,	you	can	store	tools,	tool	cases,	plastic	storage	bins,	and	even	heavier	items	without	fear	they	will	get	damaged.	Even	if	you	arent	blessed	with	a	big	garage,	you	can	add	the	shelves	you	need	in	your	limited	space.	Plus,	not	only	is	it	cheaper	to	build	your	own
garage	shelves	versus	buying	them,	you	can	also	make	them	much	sturdier!	Check	out	this	post	to	learn	how	you	can	use	garage	shelves	for	storage.	24	boards	are	most	commonly	used	to	build	shelf	frames	because	they	are	strong	and	relatively	cheap.	If	you	are	in	an	area	where	moisture	seeps	in	through	the	garage	floor,	you	want	to	use	pressure-
treated	lumber.	Regarding	the	thickness	of	the	plywood	for	the	shelves	1/2	and	3/4	thick	plywood	are	a	good	option.	If	you	store	heavy	items	on	the	shelves,	3/4	plywood	is	the	best	option.	Here	are	15	ideas	for	DIY	garage	shelves	that	work	for	almost	any	situation	and	come	with	plans	and	detailed	tutorials	for	you	to	be	able	to	build	your	own.	Have
you	ever	thought	of	using	floating	shelves	in	your	garage?	These	heavy-duty	garage	storage	shelves	are	perfect	anywhere	you	need	extra	storage.	Put	them	above	your	workbench	or	in	an	unused	corner.	They	are	a	beginner-friendly	DIY	woodworking	project	you	can	do	in	an	afternoon	using	plywood	and	a	few	essential	tools.	Will	they	hold	everything
you	need	them	to?	I	load-tested	them,	so	you	be	the	judge.	Plans	and	tutorial	here.	Build	this	wall-mounted	garage	shelf	using	2x4s	and	just	a	few	basic	tools.	Its	an	inexpensive	garage	storage	solution	you	can	build	in	a	day.	Mounting	2x4s	to	the	wall	on	two	sides	gives	this	shelving	unit	stability	and	durability.	Spanning	8	feet	its	perfect	for	a	corner
of	your	garage	with	three	shelves	and	room	for	storage	underneath.	Get	the	plans	to	build	your	own!	The	space	above	your	garage	door	is	normally	just	wasted	wall	space.	I	like	to	take	full	advantage	of	every	inch	of	storage	space,	and	thisDIYgarage	storage	rack	does	just	that.	Stud	locations	for	the	above	garage	door	shelving	are	determined	by	the
beams	in	the	ceiling	and	attachedusing	rigid	tie	connectors	to	ensure	the	shelving	unit	wont	come	down.	See	how	to	build	your	own.	Build	your	DIY	garage	shelves	for	just	$50	in	lumber!	Thats	way	cheaper	than	buying	a	shelving	unit	and	a	lot	sturdier.	You	can	build	this	garage	shelf	using	just	two	tools	in	a	couple	of	hours,	even	if	you	are	a	beginner
woodworker.	Plans	and	tutorial	here.	Talk	about	garage	shelf	envy!	This	garage	shelving	unit	has	it	all.	A	workbench,	tool	storage,	and	even	a	place	to	hang	your	work	gear.	Built	from	2x4s	and	particle	board,	this	unit	is	wall	mounted	and	can	be	customized	to	fit	your	space.	Plans	to	build	your	own	here.	Utilize	vertical	space	and	build	your	garage
shelves	attached	to	the	ceiling.	These	DIY	ceiling-mounted	garage	shelves	free	up	a	ton	of	floor	space	while	giving	you	extra	storage.	2x2s	mounted	to	the	ceiling	joists	make	it	easy	to	build	your	shelving	unit	so	that	it	wont	fall.	You	can	also	run	these	garage	shelves	around	your	garage!	Get	the	plans	here.	Build	these	DIY	garage	shelves	for	under
$60!	Its	and	beginner-friendly	build	you	can	do	in	a	day.	Built	to	last,	these	shelves	arent	going	anywhere	unless	you	choose	to	move	them.	All	you	need	are	2x4s	and	OSB,	and	a	few	tools	to	make	your	own.	This	unit	is	6	feet	long,	16	inches	deep,	and	75.5	inches	tall.	Get	the	plans	here.	Corners	are	notorious	for	collecting	junk,	especially	in	a	garage.
Build	your	own	set	of	garage	corner	shelves	and	put	that	space	to	good	use.	2x4s	and	plywood	are	what	you	will	need	to	build	this	shelf	structure	that	allows	you	easy	access	to	the	corner.	Tutorial	and	plans	here.	Using	thespace	between	exposed	wall	studsis	genius.	In	an	unfinished	garage,	you	can	easily	add	shelves	for	storage.	Its	a	great	use	of
space	that	gets	everything	out	of	the	way	and	off	the	floor.	Using	1x2s	and	plywood	or	16	boards,	this	storage	project	can	create	custom	garage	storagefor	what	you	want	to	store.	Youll	only	need	two	tools	to	finish	this	easy	DIY	project.	Full	tutorial	here.	Using	vertical	space	is	great	for	creating	long	shelves	on	a	garage	storage	wall.	You	could	use
store-bought	brackets	for	your	shelves,	but	making	your	own	brackets	means	they	wont	bend.This	DIY	projectis	a	bit	more	advanced	but	doable	for	anyone.	The	shelf	brackets	for	these	DIY	garage	shelves	are	made	using	a	cantilever	design	and	wall	cleats.	That	may	sound	intimidating,	but	it	isnt!	Learn	how	to	build	your	own	here.	Wall-mounted
storage	in	the	garage	is	a	great	way	to	use	vertical	space.	These	garage	shelves	are	easy	and	inexpensive	to	make	using	2x4s	and	plywood.	Attaching	the	ceiling	studs	to	joists	in	the	ceiling	with	lag	bolts	will	ensure	that	your	garage	shelving	wont	come	down.	Full	tutorial	here.	Pull	out	shelves	in	the	garage?	Heck	yeah!	This	garage	shelving	idea
makes	getting	to	what	you	put	at	the	back	of	the	shelf	easy.	Pulling	the	shelf	out	allows	you	to	make	them	deeper	for	more	storage	space.	This	DIY	project	also	uses	2x4s,	and	youll	want	heavy-duty	drawer	slides	to	ensure	your	pull-out	shelves	will	pull	their	weight.	Tutorial	and	plans	here.	Customize	this	free-standing	garage	shelf	for	what	you	need	to
store.	Each	4-foot	section	will	only	cost	you	about	$30	to	make.	No	fancy	tools	are	required	to	make	this	DIY	shelving	unit,	and	you	only	need	2x4s	for	the	frame	and	OSB	for	the	shelves.	Tutorial	and	plans	here.	Using	just	a	single	sheet	of	1/2	plywood,	you	can	make	this	paint	storage	shelf	for	your	garage.	Its	freestanding,	so	you	can	put	it	anywhere
you	need	it.	Assembling	this	garage	shelf	with	pocket	holes	makes	it	sturdy	enough	to	hold	paint	cans,	and	you	can	customize	the	distance	between	shelves	to	suit	your	needs.	Tutorial	and	plans	here.	Open-faced	shelves	are	great	anywhere	in	your	garage	to	use	vertical	space.	Being	open-faced,	nothing	is	secured	vertically	to	the	fronts	of	these
shelves.	Check	out	how	to	build	these	garage	shelves	yourself!	You	might	also	like:	When	it	comes	to	garage	organization,wall	shelvescan	be	a	game-changer.	They	help	you	maximize	vertical	space,	keep	the	floor	clear,	and	make	it	easy	to	access	tools	and	supplies.	The	benefits	of	building	your	own	wall	shelves	in	the	garage	are	numerous	from	cost
savings	to	customized	sizing.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	walk	you	throughhow	to	build	wall	shelves	in	a	garageusing	basic	tools	and	materials.	By	the	end	of	this	article,	youll	have	a	sturdy	and	efficient	storage	solution	tailored	to	fit	your	garages	needs.	Building	wall	shelves	in	your	garage	offers	several	advantages	that	can	significantly
improve	your	storage	space	and	overall	organization:	Maximizing	Vertical	Space:	Garages	often	have	a	lot	of	unused	vertical	space.	Wall	shelves	enable	you	to	take	advantage	of	this	space,	allowing	you	to	store	items	off	the	floor.	Keeping	the	Garage	Floor	Clear:	By	moving	items	up	onto	shelves,	you	free	up	valuable	floor	space.	This	makes	it	easier	to
park	your	car,	move	around,	and	keep	the	garage	clean.	Easy	Access	to	Tools	and	Supplies:	Wall	shelves	provide	a	convenient	way	to	store	and	organize	tools	and	supplies.	Everything	you	need	is	within	easy	reach,	making	your	garage	more	functional.	Enhancing	Garage	Organization:	A	well-organized	garage	is	not	only	more	efficient	but	also	safer.
Wall	shelves	help	you	keep	everything	in	its	place,	reducing	clutter	and	minimizing	the	risk	of	accidents.	Building	your	own	wall	shelves	is	a	cost-effective	alternative	to	purchasing	pre-made	shelving	units.	Heres	a	simple	cost	breakdown	for	DIY	garage	shelves:	ItemEstimated	CostTwo	2x4x8	Boards$6	$10	eachOne	2x8	Sheet	of	Plywood$20	$30Wood
Screws$5	$10Lag	Screws$5	$10Total$36	$60	Compared	to	store-bought	shelving	units,	which	can	cost	upwards	of	$100,	building	your	own	shelves	is	a	much	more	affordable	option.	Plus,	you	get	the	added	benefit	of	customizing	the	shelves	to	fit	your	specific	needs.	To	build	sturdy	and	reliable	wall	shelves,	youll	need	the	following	tools:	Miter	Saw	or
Circular	Saw:	For	cutting	the	2x4s	and	plywood	to	size.	Stud	Finder:	To	locate	the	wall	studs	where	youll	attach	the	shelf	supports.	Power	Drill:	For	drilling	holes	and	driving	screws.	Screwdriver:	For	tightening	screws.	Tape	Measure:	To	measure	the	dimensions	of	your	shelves	and	the	wall	space.	Level:	To	ensure	the	shelves	are	installed	straight	and
even.	Ive	compiled	a	list	of	all	of	the	tools	I	use	for	my	DIY	projects.	These	are	tools	that	have	stood	the	test	of	time	and	I	can	confidently	recommend	them.	Check	them	out	here.	Heres	a	list	of	the	materials	youll	need	to	build	your	garage	wall	shelves:	Two	2x4x8	Boards:	These	will	be	used	to	create	the	shelf	supports.	One	2x8	Sheet	of	Plywood:	This
will	serve	as	the	shelf	surface.	1	Wood	Screws:	To	attach	the	plywood	to	the	supports.	3	Wood	Screws:	For	assembling	the	shelf	supports.	3	Lag	Screws:	To	secure	the	supports	to	the	wall	studs.	Storage	Totes(optional):	Great	for	organizing	items	on	the	shelves.	By	gathering	these	tools	and	materials,	youll	be	well-prepared	to	start	building	your
garage	wall	shelves.	Before	you	start	cutting	wood	and	assembling	your	shelves,	its	crucial	to	take	the	time	to	plan	and	measure	properly.	This	will	ensure	your	shelves	are	the	right	size	for	your	needs	and	securely	attached	to	the	wall.	Determine	the	Size	and	Number	of	Shelves:	Consider	what	youll	be	storing	on	the	shelves.	Measure	your	storage
totes	or	bins	to	ensure	the	shelves	are	deep	and	long	enough	to	accommodate	them.	Decide	how	many	shelves	you	want	to	install	and	how	much	space	you	need	between	each	shelf.	Measure	the	Wall	Space:	Use	a	tape	measure	to	determine	the	available	wall	space	in	your	garage.	Take	note	of	the	height,	width,	and	any	obstructions	like	windows,
doors,	or	electrical	outlets.	Marking	the	Wall	Studs:	Most	wall	studs	are	spaced	16	inches	apart,	but	for	this	project,	youll	be	installing	supports	on	every	other	stud,	approximately	32	inches	apart.	Use	a	stud	finder	to	locate	the	studs	and	mark	their	positions	on	the	wall	with	a	pencil.	Once	you	have	your	measurements,	its	time	to	cut	the	materials	to
size.	This	step	is	crucial	for	ensuring	your	shelves	fit	perfectly	and	are	sturdy	enough	to	hold	your	items.	Using	a	Miter	Saw	or	Circular	Saw:	These	tools	are	ideal	for	making	precise	cuts.	If	you	dont	have	a	miter	saw,	a	circular	saw	will	work	just	fine.	Creating	a	Cut	List:	Write	down	the	dimensions	of	all	the	pieces	you	need	to	cut.	This	will	help	you
stay	organized	and	ensure	you	dont	miss	any	pieces.Cut	2x4s	into	Three	Pieces	for	Each	Support:19	top	piece.	17	back	piece.	22	piece	with	45-degree	mitered	ends.	Cutting	the	Plywood:	Rip	a	piece	of	plywood	to	19	wide	and	96	long.	This	will	serve	as	the	shelf	surface.	With	all	your	pieces	cut,	you	can	start	assembling	the	shelf	frame.	This	is	where
your	shelves	will	start	to	take	shape.	Assemble	the	Shelf	Supports:	Using	the	3	wood	screws,	assemble	the	cut	24	pieces	into	a	support	frame.	Ensure	the	supports	remain	square	and	sturdy.	Youll	need	to	create	four	supports	in	total.Top	Piece:	Attach	the	19	top	piece	to	the	17	back	piece.	45-Degree	Brace:	Attach	the	22	piece	with	45-degree	mitered
ends	to	provide	extra	support.	Securing	the	Frame	with	Wood	Screws:	Make	sure	the	frame	is	securely	fastened	together.	Double-check	that	all	angles	are	square	and	the	frame	is	sturdy.	Now	that	your	shelf	frame	is	assembled,	its	time	to	install	it	on	the	wall.	This	step	requires	precision	to	ensure	the	shelves	are	level	and	securely	attached	to	the
wall	studs.	Attaching	the	Shelf	Frame	to	the	Wall	Studs:	Mark	the	desired	shelf	height	on	the	wall	and	use	a	level	to	draw	a	horizontal	line.	Locate	the	wall	studs	and	mark	vertical	lines	where	the	supports	will	be	attached.	Ensuring	the	Frame	is	Level:	Before	securing	the	supports	to	the	wall,	double-check	that	they	are	level	both	horizontally	and
vertically.	This	will	ensure	your	shelves	are	straight	and	even.	Securing	the	Supports	to	the	Wall	Studs:	Use	3	lag	screws	to	attach	the	supports	to	the	wall	studs.	Make	sure	the	supports	are	evenly	spaced	and	securely	fastened.	Attaching	the	Plywood	Shelf:	Place	the	plywood	on	top	of	the	supports	and	secure	it	using	1	wood	screws.	Ensure	the
plywood	is	flush	with	the	edges	of	the	supports.	For	added	stability,	you	may	want	to	install	additional	shelf	supports	or	brackets,	especially	if	you	plan	on	storing	heavy	items.	Installing	Additional	Supports:	If	needed,	install	extra	supports	between	the	main	supports	to	distribute	the	weight	more	evenly.	Using	Brackets:	Metal	brackets	can	provide
additional	support	and	stability.	Attach	them	to	the	wall	studs	and	the	underside	of	the	shelves.	Selecting	the	right	materials	is	crucial	for	building	sturdy	and	long-lasting	garage	wall	shelves.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	choose	wisely:	Types	of	Wood	and	Plywood:	Opt	for	high-quality	lumber	likepine	or	firfor	the	2x4s.	For	the	plywood,	a	thick	sheet
is	ideal	for	supporting	heavier	items.	Avoid	using	particle	board	as	its	less	durable.	Heavy-Duty	Options	for	Heavier	Items:	If	you	plan	to	store	heavy	tools	or	equipment,	consider	using2x6sinstead	of	2x4s	for	the	supports.	You	can	also	double	up	on	the	plywood	or	use	thicker	plywood	for	added	strength.	I	have	a	dedicated	article	on	the	best	type	of
wood	for	garage	shelves.	For	a	more	detailed	and	informed	decision,	I	recommend	you	check	it	out.	Stability	and	safety	are	paramount	when	building	wall	shelves	in	your	garage.	Follow	these	tips	to	ensure	your	shelves	are	secure:	Double-Checking	Measurements:	Measure	twice,	cut	once.	Double-check	all	your	measurements	before	cutting	and
assembling	the	shelves.	This	will	help	prevent	errors	that	could	compromise	the	stability	of	the	shelves.	Properly	Securing	Shelves	to	Wall	Studs:	Always	attach	the	supports	to	wall	studs,	not	just	drywall.	Use	a	stud	finder	to	locate	the	studs	and	mark	their	positions.	Secure	the	supports	with3	lag	screwsto	ensure	they	are	firmly	attached.	To	get	the
most	out	of	your	new	garage	wall	shelves,	consider	these	strategies	for	maximizing	storage	space:	Utilizing	Storage	Bins	and	Totes:	Storage	bins	and	totes	are	excellent	for	organizing	smaller	items.	Label	each	bin	for	easy	identification	and	stack	them	neatly	on	the	shelves.	Organizing	Items	by	Frequency	of	Use:	Place	frequently	used	items	on	the
lower	shelves	for	easy	access.	Store	seasonal	or	rarely	used	items	on	the	higher	shelves.	This	way,	you	wont	have	to	move	things	around	constantly.	One	of	the	most	common	mistakes	is	rushing	into	the	project	without	a	proper	plan.	Heres	why	planning	is	essential:	Importance	of	a	Detailed	Plan:	A	detailed	plan	helps	you	visualize	the	final	product
and	ensures	you	have	all	the	necessary	materials	and	tools.	It	also	helps	you	avoid	mistakes	that	could	lead	to	wasted	time	and	resources.	Consequences	of	Poor	Planning:	Without	a	plan,	you	may	end	up	with	shelves	that	dont	fit	your	space	or	arent	sturdy	enough	to	hold	your	items.	This	can	result	in	a	lot	of	frustration	and	additional	work.	Using	the
wrong	materials	can	compromise	the	integrity	of	your	shelves.	Heres	how	to	avoid	this	mistake:	Issues	with	Weak	Wood	or	Screws:	Low-quality	wood	can	warp	or	break	under	the	weight	of	your	items.	Similarly,	weak	screws	can	strip	or	snap,	causing	the	shelves	to	collapse.	How	to	Choose	the	Right	Materials:	Invest	in	high-quality	lumber	and
screws.	It	may	cost	a	bit	more	upfront,	but	it	will	save	you	money	and	hassle	in	the	long	run.	Attaching	shelves	to	drywall	instead	of	wall	studs	is	a	recipe	for	disaster.	Heres	why:	Risks	of	Attaching	Shelves	to	Drywall:	Drywall	isnt	strong	enough	to	support	the	weight	of	your	shelves	and	the	items	youll	store	on	them.	The	shelves	could	pull	away	from
the	wall,	causing	damage	and	potential	injury.	Finding	and	Marking	Wall	Studs:	Use	a	stud	finder	to	locate	the	wall	studs.	Mark	their	positions	clearly	so	you	know	where	to	attach	the	supports.	This	will	ensure	your	shelves	are	securely	anchored.	Also:	How	to	Hide	Garage	Shelves:	5	Genius	Ideas!	The	weight	capacity	of	your	DIY	garage	wall	shelves
depends	on	several	factors:	Factors	That	Influence	Weight	Capacity:	The	type	of	wood,	the	thickness	of	the	plywood,	and	the	number	of	supports	all	play	a	role	in	determining	how	much	weight	your	shelves	can	hold.	Properly	securing	the	shelves	to	wall	studs	is	also	crucial.	Tips	for	Reinforcing	Shelves:	Use	additional	supports	or	brackets	to
distribute	the	weight	more	evenly.	Doubling	up	on	the	plywood	or	using	thicker	plywood	can	also	increase	the	weight	capacity.	Yes,	you	can	build	shelves	without	a	miter	saw.	Here	are	some	alternatives:	Alternative	Tools	and	Methods:	A	circular	saw	or	even	a	handsaw	can	be	used	to	cut	the	wood.	Just	make	sure	to	use	a	straight	edge	or	guide	to
ensure	accurate	cuts.	Pros	and	Cons	of	Different	Tools:	While	a	miter	saw	provides	more	precise	and	faster	cuts,	a	circular	saw	is	more	versatile	and	can	handle	larger	pieces	of	wood.	A	handsaw	is	the	most	affordable	option	but	requires	more	effort	and	time.	How	Do	I	Maintain	and	Clean	My	Garage	Wall	Shelves?	Proper	maintenance	and	cleaning
can	extend	the	life	of	your	garage	wall	shelves:	Maintenance	Tips:	Regularly	check	the	screws	and	supports	to	ensure	they	are	still	secure.	Tighten	any	loose	screws	and	replace	any	damaged	components.	Cleaning	Methods	for	Different	Materials:	Use	a	damp	cloth	to	wipe	down	wooden	shelves.	Avoid	using	harsh	chemicals	that	can	damage	the	wood.
For	metal	brackets,	a	mild	detergent	and	water	will	do	the	trick.	Building	your	own	garage	wall	shelves	offers	numerous	benefits,	from	maximizing	vertical	space	to	keeping	your	garage	floor	clear.	By	following	this	guide,	youll	have	a	sturdy	and	efficient	storage	solution	that	meets	your	specific	needs.	Weve	covered	everything	from	the	tools	and
materials	required	to	step-by-step	instructions	and	tips	for	ensuring	stability	and	safety.	Building	wall	shelves	in	your	garage	is	a	rewarding	DIY	project	that	can	be	completed	in	just	a	few	hours.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	DIYer	or	a	beginner,	this	guide	provides	all	the	information	you	need	to	get	started.	So	grab	your	tools	and	start	building	your
garage	wall	shelves	today.	Dont	forget	to	share	your	completed	project	with	us!	

Simple	garage	shelves.	Building	shelf	in	garage.	Simple	shelf	build.
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