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Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license,
and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or
technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for
your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Last updated on December 17th, 2022 at 08:35 pmThere are a great many tales that have been disseminated down into popular culture, which were produced by the Brothers Grimm or the Grimm Brothers, as they are variously
known. Jacob Ludwig Grimm and Wilhelm Carl Grimm were German academics from the state of Hesse or Hessen in the late eighteenth and early-to-mid-nineteenth century, who are famous for collecting ancient folklore tales and stories from around Germany and adjoining areas. Many of these stories had been transmitted throughout Germany and
other areas for hundreds, and sometimes even thousands of years, but until the Grimms recorded them and published them, these stories had remained unavailable in print. That all changed once they began printing these stories, ones likeHansel and Gretelknown to all modern school children from the 1810s onwards. Some of these stories are
famous, few more so than that the story of Rapunzel. But what might have been the story and the anthropological elements which lay behind the true story of Rapunzel? Rapunzel illustrated by Arthur Rackham First, let us look at the story of Rapunzel itself. The story of Rapunzel was first published in 1812 by the Brothers Grimm in one of their first
compendiums of tales entitledChildrens and Household Tales. This was collected from some less well-known collections composed by eighteenth-century German folklorists such as Friedrich Schulz and tales which the Grimms had collected orally from individuals whom they met while traveling around Germany. The plot of Rapunzel is complex. It
begins with a couple living next to a large compound consisting of a vast garden and a tower belonging to a reclusive woman. They have little to do with the woman, whom we later learn is a sorceress and who owns the tower and the garden. But soon, the couple finds themselves drawn towards the compound as she becomes pregnant and begins to
crave a type of salad green which they spot growing in the garden next door. This plant is generally believed to have been theCampanula rapunculus, a salad green known as the bellflower. Bizarrely, the pregnant woman is adamant that she must eat some of theCampanula rapunculuseven as she begins to lose weight, threatening the life of the
unborn. In despair, her husband agrees to break into the sorceresss garden to obtain some of the bellflowers. And his first foray is successful. He scales the wall of the compound and finds some of the plants before returning home and giving them to his pregnant wife, but now she becomes obsessed with eating them. In the days that follow, he
repeatedly breaks into the compound to obtain more and more of the flower until one day, while he is escaping from the compound, the sorceress catches him. This act is the genesis of the myth of Rapunzel. The sorceress now insists that the couple hand over their child when it is born as punishment for having broken into her garden. They
begrudgingly agree that the child is indeed handed over in due course when a baby girl is born. The sorceress names her Rapunzel after the plant which her mother was so obsessed with eating, and as she grows up, the sorceress locks her up in the tower within the compound. There she grows up as a teenager with long golden hair. Then, one day a
prince comes through the area and hears Rapunzel singing from the tower. He is entranced by her voice and drawn to see what the source of it is. Eventually, he manages to find his way into the tower, and he and Rapunzel fall in love. But they must navigate the ill demeanor of the sorceress, and although the prince attempts to explain the situation to
her when he does, the sorceress cuts off Rapunzels hair. She casts her out of the tower and the compound altogether. She is left to wander the wilderness, seemingly helpless, given that she has not known anything other than the tower and the garden for her entire life. When the prince returns and learns what has happened, he throws himself from
the tower and is blinded. He spends years thereafter wandering the wilderness, but eventually, the story has a happy ending. One day, as he is wandering blindly through the forest, they meet each other, having heard each other singing. When they meet, the princes sight is miraculously restored, and he learns that Rapunzel has given birth to twins, a
boy, and a girl, in the interim. The family heads back to the princes kingdom, where they live happily ever after. Unlike many of the Grimm Brothers other stories, this one starts bleakly and ends happily. So what exactly is the backstory to this? What might this allegory reveal? Modern interpretations of the story of Rapunzel view it as being in line
with a long line of maiden in the tower stories, which originated in Medieval Europe and became more popular again during the early modern period. For instance, the story is essentially a German rendering of a French fairy tale calledPersinette, written by Charlotte-Rose de Caumont de la Force and published in 1698. This features all of the same
elements of the tale of Rapunzel, including the prince, the tower, and a maiden with long hair. Moreover, the tale has wider origins stretching back to the late classical period, as much as 1500 years before the Brothers Grimm were writing and compiling their information, notably the tale of Saint Barbara, a third-century Christian martyr who is
believed to have been imprisoned in a tower in Eastern Europe during the third century. More widely, the tale of Rapunzel is indicative of the idea of a maiden in the tower, so much of which suffuses the folklore which was related in the Medieval and early modern periods, not just by the Brothers Grimm, but by other folklorists such as Hans Christian
Andersen and which continues to be conveyed to modern audiences through Disney stories and many other mediums today. Maria Tatar,The Hard Facts of the Grimms Fairy Tales(Princeton, 1987); Donald Hettinga,The Brothers Grimm(New York, 2001); Ruth Michaelis-Jena,The Brothers Grimm(London, 1970). On what follows, see Laura J. Getty,
Maidens and their Guardians: Reinterpreting the Rapunzel Tale, inMosaic: A Journal of the Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, Vol. 30, No. 2 (1997), pp. 3752; Simon Hood, The Story of Rapunzel(London, 2019); Anna Wing Bo, Losing Sight, Gaining Insight: Blindness and the Romantic Vision in Grimms Rapunzel, inAdvances in Language and Literary
Studies, Vol. 10, No. 3 (2019), pp. 140144. Kathleen Rinkes,Translating Rapunzel: A Very Long Process(Calfornia, 2001). Laura Christensen,Persinette: French Fairy Tales and Folklore Book 1(Seattle, 2015); Hilary Crew, A witch of a mother?: Rereading the Rapunzel Tale, inJournal of Youth Services in Libraries, Vol. 14, No. 3 (2001), pp. 4551. Erin
Graffy de Garcia,Saint Barbara: The Truth, Tales, Tidbits, and Trivia of Saint Barbaras Patron Saint(Santa Barbara, California, 1999). On the legacy of the story and the wider maiden in the tower tale, see Marina Warner, After Rapunzel, inMarvels and Tales, Vol. 24, No. 2 (2010), pp. 329335; Kate Forsyth,The Rebirth of Rapunzel: A Mythic Biography
of the Maiden in the Tower(New York, 2016). In older versions of the classic tale Rapunzel, it always seemed improbable that a grown man could scale a tower using only his beloved's hair. Not so in Paul O. Zelinsky's Caldecott Medal-winning version of Rapunzel. Here, Rapunzel's reddish-blonde mane is thick with waves and braids, and cascades like
a waterfall down the walls of her isolation tower. In Zelinsky's able hands it's easy to believe that a prince would harbor no hesitations about scrambling up our fair heroine's hair. Of course, this is not the work of an amateur--Zelinsky's lush versions of Hansel and Gretel, Rumpelstiltskin, and Swamp Angel all earned him Caldecott Honors. His
gorgeous, Italian Renaissance-styled illustrations are characterized by warm golden tones and the mesmerizing sensation of trompe 1'oeuil. Not only does he have the touch of a world-class illustrator, Zelinsky has also proven himself a master storyteller. We are frightened when the sorceress demands to take the baby Rapunzel, we are alarmed when
the flowing locks are cruelly shorn, and we rejoice when the prince and his now modest-haired love are reunited. The notes at the back of Rapunzel reveal his careful scholarship regarding the long history of the story (tracing its origins and transformations from Italy to France and finally to Germany and the Grimm brothers)--work that no doubt
contributed to his clean, compelling version of the age-old tale. Children will be captivated by the magical story and evocative pictures and adults will delight in the fresh feel of a well-loved legend. (Click to see a sample spread. Illustration 1997 by Paul O. Zelinsky, published by Dutton Children's Books, a division of Penguin Putnam Books for Young
Readers.) (Ages 4 and older) This story from the Brothers Grimm receives a classic treatment; a lyrical text and haunting illustrations full of mood express the quintessential longing of the tale. In Waldherr's rendering, Rapunzel's tresses--like the heroine herself--have the beauty and deceptive strength of finely spun gold, while the tower and the
surrounding forest seem to bear their own dark mysteries. Each piece of art is framed with a contrasting border--in some cases amplifying the scene, in others highlighting a simple but telling detail. The sum is a textually and visually resonant work, rich in enchantment and romance. Ages 4-8. Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc. K-Gr 4In
this classic story by the Grimm brothers, a husband and wife long for a child, but then make a second-rate deal with an enchantress that results in their daughter being shut away from the outside world and ultimately abandoned by her captor. Though the family is never reunited, much heartache does end in a happily ever after when Rapunzel heals
her prince and travels with him to his homeland. This simple translation in a large, clear font is well paired with gentle, ethereal watercolor illustrations in muted tones. Figures are depicted in clusters and distinct poses rather than natural stances, each tableau imparting the sense that readers are witnessing a play rather than a live-action sequence
of events. The softly washed paintings, frequent inclusion of soaring birds, and fluid posturing of each figure alleviate some of the sense of danger that might have accompanied more violent parts of the story. The coloring, facial expressions, and physical positions are also subdued. The enchantress appears more sad than aggressive or evil;
Rapunzel's pregnant mother has a wistful and melancholy countenance; and even at their happiest, Rapunzel and her prince are so calm and demure that one can imagine them hoping for a better life together. VERDICT A conventionally told and illustrated version of Rapunzel that is a welcome addition to large fairy tale collections needing a crisp
copy of this beloved classic.Lauren Younger, New York Public Library Exquisite paintings in late Italian Renaissance style illumine this hybrid version of a classic tale. As Zelinsky (The Wheels on the Bus, 1990, etc.) explains in a long source note, the story's Italian oral progenitor went through a series of literary revisions and translations before the
Brothers Grimm published their own take; he draws on many of these to create a formal, spare text that is more about the undercurrents between characters than crime and punishment. Feeling " " her dress growing tight around her waist'" a woman conceives the desire for an herb from the neighboring garden--rendered in fine detail with low clipped
hedges, elaborate statuary and even a wandering pangolin--that causes her to lose her child to a witch. Ensconced for years in a tower, young Rapunzel meets the prince, * marries'' him immediately, is cast into the wilderness when her own dress begins to tighten, gives birth to twins, and cures her husband's blindness with her tears at their long-
awaited reunion. Suffused with golden light, Zelinsky's landscapes and indoor scenes are grandly evocative, composed and executed with superb technical and emotional command. (Picture book/folklore. 8-10) -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. On Duskov's edition of The Princess and the Pea:'Dusikova's pictures are full of
soft edges and soft colours, with pretty architectual details and an assortment of castle denizens, including a pair of cats and a toddler in a jester's motley. A rendering to bring a smile or possibly a giggle.' Kirkus Reviews'Maja Dusikova's Rapunzel retells a classic fairy tale and adds lovely, soft-edged drawings... Good reading skills or parental
assistance will lend to the beautiful story of a braided beauty with a beautiful voice and a brave prince who breaks her isolation.' Midwest Book Review 'Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair!'Trapped at the top of a tall tower, every day Rapunzel throws down her long, long golden hair for the enchantress to climb. Until one day a stranger climbs up
the King's son!Rapunzel and the prince plan to escape. Can they live happily ever after? This classic retelling of the much-loved fairy tale is brought to life with beautiful, soft illustrations by popular artist Maja Duskov. 'Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair!'Trapped at the top of a tall tower, every day Rapunzel throws down her long, long golden
hair for the enchantress to climb. Until one day a stranger climbs up - the King's son!Rapunzel and the prince plan to escape. Can they live happily ever after? This classic retelling of the much-loved fairy tale is brought to life with beautiful, soft illustrations by popular artist Maja Duskov. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, often known as the Brothers Grimm,
were German professors whose collections of folk tales and fairy tales have been loved for generations.Maja Duskov was born in Slovakia in 1946. She has illustrated over forty books for children. She lives with her family in Florence, Italy. She is the illustrator of The Princess and the Pea (Floris Books). Award winning author/adapter/illustrator Paul
0. Zelinsky's Caldecott Medal Winning book! Perfect for readers of all fairy tales."A breathtaking interpretation gives the fairy tale new art-historical roots, with illustrations that daringly-and effectively-mimic the masters of Italian Renaissance painting."--Publishers WeeklyTrapped in a tower with no door, Rapunzel is allowed to see no one but the
sorceress who has imprisoned her-until the day a young prince hears her singing to the forest birds. . . . The timeless tale of Rapunzel is vividly and magnificently brought to life through Paul O. Zelinsky's powerful sense of narrative and his stunning oil paintings."Simply put, this is a gorgeous book; it demonstrates respect for the traditions of painting
and the fairy tale while at the same time adhering to a singular, wholly original, artistic vision." (The Horn Book, starred review) Painting contributed to the Italian School of Saint Barbara, kept in the Sheffield Museum.Nearly everyone knows the fairytale of Rapunzel. A beautiful girl is kidnapped and trapped in a tall tower by a witch, and she never
gets a haircut a day in her life. By the time she is a teenager, her hair is so long, it can be used as a rope for the witch to climb up and down the tower. Eventually, a clever prince sees this and makes his way up the tower to meet Rapunzel. They fall in love, and he helps her escape. They live happily ever after. This version is the story written into most
modern-day childrens books, and Disneys animated film Tangled basically follows this storyline as well.The first written version of the Rapunzel story was written in the year 1600 by a writer named Giambattista Basile, from Italy. In this version, Rapunzel is sold to an ogre when she was a baby, all because her mother stole some parsley from a
garden. She was forced to give away her first-born child, and she was locked in a tower her entire life. The Grimm Brothers Fairy Tale version of Rapunzel in 1857 gets darker. Rapunzel has never seen a man before, so she is seduced by the prince, and she becomes pregnant. The prince goes blind and wanders aimlessly through the forest, while
Rapunzel gives birth to twins all alone. After going through hell and back, they eventually find each other again.The original true story that inspired all of these versions of the fairy tale is the darkest one of all. Instead of an evil witch locking a beautiful girl in a tower, the captor was a girls own father, who was so controlling over his daughters life
that it lead to her death.Saint Barbara is usually depicted with her feather pen, a crown, and her tower. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.The Life of Saint Barbaraln the year 1275 CE, a man named Jacobus de Voragine recorded a story of a young woman named Barbara who lived in Italy. She was a beautiful girl, and her father, Dioscorus, was a rich and
powerful merchant. Just like today, ones reputation had a lot to do with their success in business, so her father wanted to stick to the status quo and continue practicing the traditional pagan religion of Rome. He also knew that his daughter was very beautiful. Men were already lining up to meet her, and many of them were even princes. Dioscorus
made a rule that men were not allowed to meet her unless they went through an interview process with him, first. This made Barbara angry, and she had an argument with him, saying that she had free will, and wanted to choose the man she was going to marry. When he tried to give her options of men he thought were good suitors, she would turn
them all down and refused to cooperate. Since his daughter was being rebellious, and he had to leave her alone while he traveled for work, Dioscorus decided to throw money at the problem. He believed that the solution was to hide Barbara away in a high tower, where she was never allowed to leave. That way, she would not even have the option of
disobeying him and potentially falling in love with a man while he was away.Since Barbaras father was busy traveling and working as a merchant, he hired people from the town to construct the tower and deliver food and supplies to her. She lowered a basket down the side of the tower, and they would place the goods that she needed inside. One day,
someone left her a book that explained what Christianity was. At the time, Christianity was the religious cult that the Romans were trying to prevent from taking over. Considering how little love and affection her father showed her, and the fact that she was so alone and isolated up in the tower, it is not surprising that she would be impressed by the
Christian messages about God.When the men came to do renovations on the tower, the men felt pity for her and would let her climb down to speak to them. While they were working on the tower, Barbara asked them to make three windows, instead of two. These windows represented the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They tried to say no because they
knew it would make Dioscorus angry, but beautiful Barbara somehow convinced them to do it, anyway. While she was walking the grounds, she began to destroy her fathers pagan idols, because the Bible said that they were a sin. One day, she even convinced the workers to send her a priest, who came to her under the guise of being a doctor to treat
an illness. He baptized her, and she officially became a Christian. Today, a teenager wanting to become a Christian would make her seem like a goody-two-shoes, but at the time, it was the most rebellious thing a teenager could possibly do. She was fully aware that she was breaking the law, and its possible that she did it just to spite her father.
Painting of Barbara jumping from the window of the tower right before she flies away. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.Barbara Gets CaughtDioscorus eventually returned home from his journey, he expected that his plan to shelter his daughter from the outside world had gone off without a hitch. Instead, he saw that Barbara had climbed out of the tower
and destroyed all of his stuff, and she had joined an illegal religion. He was absolutely furious. At the time, practicing Christianity was a crime that was punishable by torture and death. Considering that someone must have given her the Christian books, the workers knew the intention behind the three windows, and her Baptism may have become
public knowledge around town. At this point, Dioscorus was harboring a fugitive in his tower.Even though Barbara was his daughter, Dioscorus handed her in to the authorities. We will never know if he truly was that heartless and cruel, or if he was given no choice but to obey the law and hand her in. He grabbed her by her long hair and dragged her
to the Roman courts. When the judge asked her about her crimes, she shouted that she only answered to her Lord Jesus Christ. It was clear that she was guilty of being a Christian and evident that no matter what her father did to try to control her, she was not going to stop fighting for her free will. The people began to torture her. They cut her skin
with knives, and threw salt in the wounds. They also burned her skin. When she was finally weak and near death, Dioscorus chopped his daughters head off with a sword.Painting of people torturing Barbara just before her father chops her head off. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.After her death, Barbara became a martyr in the Eastern Orthodox
Church, and she was canonized as a saint. Even if someone died defending the religion, there is a rule that no one can become a saint unless they performed a miracle. In the magical Christian version of this story, Barbara flew when her father was chasing her around with a sword, which is interesting, because if she could fly this whole time, why
didnt she escape sooner? When she was hiding, a shepherd in his field told Dioscorus where to find her, and apparently, he was turned to stone immediately for being a jerk. When they were torturing her, apparently Barbara covered in a comforting fog that prevented her from feeling any pain while she was tortured. Last but not least, there is a claim
that lightning struck and killed Dioscorus immediately after he killed his daughter. Painting of the Persian story of star-crossed lovers Rdbeh and Zal. Credit: The British Museum.The Persian RapunzelAfter reading the story of Saint Barbara, you may notice that something is missing. What about the long hair? Every painting of Barbara depicts her
with long hair, but it is not long enough to drop from the tower and use as a rope, which is pretty much the most iconic part of the Rapunzel story. In the Persian epic The Shahnameh, or The Book of Kings from the year 1000 CE, the book tells the origin stories of all of the men who would someday become royalty. In ancient Persia, two lovers used a
tower as a secret hiding place. They were forbidden from being together, because they came from enemy countries, like Romeo and Juliet. The young woman, Rdbeh, was very beautiful. She had very long and shiny black hair. She would run-up to the tower and drop her hair out of the window while she waited for her lover, a famous king and warrior
named Zl. According to legend, he shone like silver, so some artists depict him with a head of premature silver hair.Illustration of pregnant Rdbeh and ZI, who used his magic feather to help her with pain she was experiencing. Credit: Sugar-H on Deviantart.The fact that Rdbeh dropped her locks out of the window may have just been a signal to let Z1
know that she was already in the tower waiting for him. Of course, the story was elaborated to say that her hair was so long, Z1 could have used it as a rope to climb up and sneak into her bedroom. Thankfully, he brought his own rope, so there was no need to do that. Just like the Grimm Brothers version of Rapunzel, their passionate lovemaking ends
up with Rdbeh getting pregnant out of wedlock. To make matters worse, Rdbeh was the daughter of a leader in Babylonia, and ZI was a Persian war hero. As sworn enemies, their fathers would have never allowed them to get married. When her parents find out, they are really angry, but a fortune-teller makes it all okay by claiming that the unborn
child was destined to achieve amazing things and even conquer the planet. Their baby ended up being so large, Rdbeh was in excruciating pain when it was time for the delivery. According to the legend, Zl1 was given a magic feather that he could pass over his wifes stomach and perform and cesarian section without using a knife. They gave birth to a
son named Rostam. According to the legend, he ruled for 300 years fighting demons and going on some crazy epic adventures. Where did we find this stuff? Here are our sources:William Caxton Here Beginneth The Life of St. BarbaraPook Press The History of RapunzelBusiness Insider The Real-Life People Behind 6 Famous Fairy TalesOwlcation
Giambattista Basile: Author of the First Fairy Tales CollectionWBUR Fairy Tales Before Disney And Grimm: Giambattista Basile, Newly TranslatedKhan Academy Christianity in the Roman EmpireFolk Story A Day to Honor Saint BarbaraThe Gamer Disney: 25 Things About Tangled That Make No SenseScience News For Students Heres Why Rapunzels
Hair Makes A Great Rope LadderFerdowsi The Epic of Kings: Zal and RudabehHeritage Institute The Heroes Their Story in Brief Zal, Rustam & SohrabBritish Library Shahname SynopsisBustle 7 Parts Of Rapunzel That Were Really Messed Up Painting contributed to the Italian School of Saint Barbara, kept in the Sheffield Museum.Nearly everyone
knows the fairytale of Rapunzel. A beautiful girl is kidnapped and trapped in a tall tower by a witch, and she never gets a haircut a day in her life. By the time she is a teenager, her hair is so long, it can be used as a rope for the witch to climb up and down the tower. Eventually, a clever prince sees this and makes his way up the tower to meet
Rapunzel. They fall in love, and he helps her escape. They live happily ever after. This version is the story written into most modern-day childrens books, and Disneys animated film Tangled basically follows this storyline as well.The first written version of the Rapunzel story was written in the year 1600 by a writer named Giambattista Basile, from
Italy. In this version, Rapunzel is sold to an ogre when she was a baby, all because her mother stole some parsley from a garden. She was forced to give away her first-born child, and she was locked in a tower her entire life. The Grimm Brothers Fairy Tale version of Rapunzel in 1857 gets darker. Rapunzel has never seen a man before, so she is
seduced by the prince, and she becomes pregnant. The prince goes blind and wanders aimlessly through the forest, while Rapunzel gives birth to twins all alone. After going through hell and back, they eventually find each other again.The original true story that inspired all of these versions of the fairy tale is the darkest one of all. Instead of an evil
witch locking a beautiful girl in a tower, the captor was a girls own father, who was so controlling over his daughters life that it lead to her death.Saint Barbara is usually depicted with her feather pen, a crown, and her tower. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.The Life of Saint Barbaraln the year 1275 CE, a man named Jacobus de Voragine recorded a
story of a young woman named Barbara who lived in Italy. She was a beautiful girl, and her father, Dioscorus, was a rich and powerful merchant. Just like today, ones reputation had a lot to do with their success in business, so her father wanted to stick to the status quo and continue practicing the traditional pagan religion of Rome. He also knew that
his daughter was very beautiful. Men were already lining up to meet her, and many of them were even princes. Dioscorus made a rule that men were not allowed to meet her unless they went through an interview process with him, first. This made Barbara angry, and she had an argument with him, saying that she had free will, and wanted to choose
the man she was going to marry. When he tried to give her options of men he thought were good suitors, she would turn them all down and refused to cooperate. Since his daughter was being rebellious, and he had to leave her alone while he traveled for work, Dioscorus decided to throw money at the problem. He believed that the solution was to
hide Barbara away in a high tower, where she was never allowed to leave. That way, she would not even have the option of disobeying him and potentially falling in love with a man while he was away.Since Barbaras father was busy traveling and working as a merchant, he hired people from the town to construct the tower and deliver food and
supplies to her. She lowered a basket down the side of the tower, and they would place the goods that she needed inside. One day, someone left her a book that explained what Christianity was. At the time, Christianity was the religious cult that the Romans were trying to prevent from taking over. Considering how little love and affection her father
showed her, and the fact that she was so alone and isolated up in the tower, it is not surprising that she would be impressed by the Christian messages about God.When the men came to do renovations on the tower, the men felt pity for her and would let her climb down to speak to them. While they were working on the tower, Barbara asked them to
make three windows, instead of two. These windows represented the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They tried to say no because they knew it would make Dioscorus angry, but beautiful Barbara somehow convinced them to do it, anyway. While she was walking the grounds, she began to destroy her fathers pagan idols, because the Bible said that they
were a sin. One day, she even convinced the workers to send her a priest, who came to her under the guise of being a doctor to treat an illness. He baptized her, and she officially became a Christian. Today, a teenager wanting to become a Christian would make her seem like a goody-two-shoes, but at the time, it was the most rebellious thing a
teenager could possibly do. She was fully aware that she was breaking the law, and its possible that she did it just to spite her father. Painting of Barbara jumping from the window of the tower right before she flies away. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.Barbara Gets CaughtDioscorus eventually returned home from his journey, he expected that his plan
to shelter his daughter from the outside world had gone off without a hitch. Instead, he saw that Barbara had climbed out of the tower and destroyed all of his stuff, and she had joined an illegal religion. He was absolutely furious. At the time, practicing Christianity was a crime that was punishable by torture and death. Considering that someone must
have given her the Christian books, the workers knew the intention behind the three windows, and her Baptism may have become public knowledge around town. At this point, Dioscorus was harboring a fugitive in his tower.Even though Barbara was his daughter, Dioscorus handed her in to the authorities. We will never know if he truly was that
heartless and cruel, or if he was given no choice but to obey the law and hand her in. He grabbed her by her long hair and dragged her to the Roman courts. When the judge asked her about her crimes, she shouted that she only answered to her Lord Jesus Christ. It was clear that she was guilty of being a Christian and evident that no matter what her
father did to try to control her, she was not going to stop fighting for her free will. The people began to torture her. They cut her skin with knives, and threw salt in the wounds. They also burned her skin. When she was finally weak and near death, Dioscorus chopped his daughters head off with a sword.Painting of people torturing Barbara just before
her father chops her head off. Credit: Wikimedia Commons.After her death, Barbara became a martyr in the Eastern Orthodox Church, and she was canonized as a saint. Even if someone died defending the religion, there is a rule that no one can become a saint unless they performed a miracle. In the magical Christian version of this story, Barbara
flew when her father was chasing her around with a sword, which is interesting, because if she could fly this whole time, why didnt she escape sooner? When she was hiding, a shepherd in his field told Dioscorus where to find her, and apparently, he was turned to stone immediately for being a jerk. When they were torturing her, apparently Barbara
covered in a comforting fog that prevented her from feeling any pain while she was tortured. Last but not least, there is a claim that lightning struck and killed Dioscorus immediately after he killed his daughter. Painting of the Persian story of star-crossed lovers Rdbeh and Zal. Credit: The British Museum.The Persian RapunzelAfter reading the story
of Saint Barbara, you may notice that something is missing. What about the long hair? Every painting of Barbara depicts her with long hair, but it is not long enough to drop from the tower and use as a rope, which is pretty much the most iconic part of the Rapunzel story. In the Persian epic The Shahnameh, or The Book of Kings from the year 1000
CE, the book tells the origin stories of all of the men who would someday become royalty. In ancient Persia, two lovers used a tower as a secret hiding place. They were forbidden from being together, because they came from enemy countries, like Romeo and Juliet. The young woman, Rdbeh, was very beautiful. She had very long and shiny black hair.
She would run-up to the tower and drop her hair out of the window while she waited for her lover, a famous king and warrior named Zl. According to legend, he shone like silver, so some artists depict him with a head of premature silver hair.Illustration of pregnant Rdbeh and Zl, who used his magic feather to help her with pain she was experiencing.
Credit: Sugar-H on Deviantart.The fact that Rdbeh dropped her locks out of the window may have just been a signal to let Z1 know that she was already in the tower waiting for him. Of course, the story was elaborated to say that her hair was so long, Z1 could have used it as a rope to climb up and sneak into her bedroom. Thankfully, he brought his
own rope, so there was no need to do that. Just like the Grimm Brothers version of Rapunzel, their passionate lovemaking ends up with Rdbeh getting pregnant out of wedlock. To make matters worse, Rdbeh was the daughter of a leader in Babylonia, and Z1 was a Persian war hero. As sworn enemies, their fathers would have never allowed them to
get married. When her parents find out, they are really angry, but a fortune-teller makes it all okay by claiming that the unborn child was destined to achieve amazing things and even conquer the planet. Their baby ended up being so large, Rdbeh was in excruciating pain when it was time for the delivery. According to the legend, ZI was given a magic
feather that he could pass over his wifes stomach and perform and cesarian section without using a knife. They gave birth to a son named Rostam. According to the legend, he ruled for 300 years fighting demons and going on some crazy epic adventures. Where did we find this stuff? Here are our sources:William Caxton Here Beginneth The Life of St.
BarbaraPook Press The History of RapunzelBusiness Insider The Real-Life People Behind 6 Famous Fairy TalesOwlcation Giambattista Basile: Author of the First Fairy Tales CollectionWBUR Fairy Tales Before Disney And Grimm: Giambattista Basile, Newly TranslatedKhan Academy Christianity in the Roman EmpireFolk Story A Day to Honor Saint
BarbaraThe Gamer Disney: 25 Things About Tangled That Make No SenseScience News For Students Heres Why Rapunzels Hair Makes A Great Rope LadderFerdowsi The Epic of Kings: Zal and RudabehHeritage Institute The Heroes Their Story in Brief Zal, Rustam & SohrabBritish Library Shahname SynopsisBustle 7 Parts Of Rapunzel That Were
Really Messed UpJump to ratings and reviews 53 people are currently readingGerman philologist and folklorist Jakob Ludwig Karl Grimm in 1822 formulated Grimm's Law, the basis for much of modern comparative linguistics. With his brother Wilhelm Karl Grimm (1786-1859), he collected Germanic folk tales and published them as Grimm's Fairy
Tales (1812-1815). Indo-European stop consonants, represented in Germanic, underwent the regular changes that Grimm's Law describes; this law essentially states that Indo-European p shifted to Germanic f, t shifted to th, and k shifted to h. Indo-European b shifted to Germanic p, d shifted to t, and g shifted to k. Indo-European bh shifted to
Germanic b, dh shifted to d, and gh shifted to g. This jurist and mythologist also authored the monumental German Dictionary and his Deutsche Mythologie.Adapted from Wikipedia. Displaying 1 - 30 of 298 reviewsApril 15, 2025Finally. A story about split ends. After a lot of years trying, a nice couple who LIVE NEXT DOOR TO A WITCH eventually get
pregnant. Well, the woman gets pregnant, the man gets sent on midnight runs for pickles and chocolate.And it's those damn pregnancy cravings that set off this tale.For reasons unknown, our mom-to-be decides that she just has to have this leafy green veg growing in the enchantress' garden. And she tells her husband that if she doesn't get it, she'll
just waste away. Ha! I've been pregnant. Bitch is ly-ing. She's gonna eat, I promise you. But he loves her and he believes her (I think this might be where Rapunzel gets her gullibility from), so he sneaks into A WITCH'S GARDEN and steals a salad for his wife.Yummm.But now she's hooked on it. So she sends him back for more.Ok. Can I just say that
sometimes, in a marriage, you have to look your partner in the eye and put the kibosh on some of their wackier ideas? Sir, you have a voice. Use it. I get that pregnant women can be terrifying, but you can't just fold like a paper fan when faced with a storm of hungry hormones if the alternative is STEALING FROM A WITCH. But nobody listens to
me.So, he of course gets caught. And of course, he has to end up giving the witch their baby girl to ensure that she doesn't kill him. My god, man! How did you not see her endgame?!But even the witch feels sorry for the poor bastard, so she throws in a lifetime supply of this lettuce for his wife. That way when she gets sad, at least they can go to the
salad bar. Like an Applebee's but without the croutons and choice of dressings.Oh well, sometimes you really just need to make the best out of things. The version I listened to had Rapunzel asking why it was easier to heft Mother Gothel up than the prince, instead of asking why her clothes were getting so tight around her waist.But both of these
questions, when posed to her captor, are pretty indicative of a dingdong. So whether she didn't realize that the prince had knocked her up or was silly enough to give away that there was a prince to start with, we the readers are aware that she's going to win the day with her "goodness" and not her street smarts.And that's ok. It takes all kinds.At any
rate, the preggers Rapunzel gets tossed in the desert after Gothel chops her hair off, and then the foolish prince gets blinded when he tries to climb up to the tower. Thankfully, the blind prince finds his way to the same desert that Rapunzel is living in.Apparently, she weeps over him and her tears act like some kind of faith healer's mantra - praise the
lord he can see!This is one of those "all's well that ends well" stories.Rapunzel gets sold for some lettuce, escapes captivity in a tower, gives birth in a desert, saves her man, ends up the queen of some unidentified kingdom, and does it all after getting a terrible cut at Ye Olde Great Clips.I'm not sure what the moral of the story is, but it was a wild
ride.Recommended.audio fairytale hoopla May 4, 20201 really enjoyed this. It surprised me how much the beginning of the story had echoes quite similar to that of Beauty and the Beast. As told to me many a time, the Grimms version of Rapunzel is a lot darker and grimmer than the Disney version and tale I was told growing up. But I liked its
morbidity. I feel like Rapunzel's 'magic' moment was a bit too random and happily ever after though. Especially as there is not a lick of magic in the rest of the story before now. Unless you count super long hair that people can climb as magical, of course. Which is highly likely.September 16, 2024 . ... (). .(.) . .children owned-paper-book --
September 20, 2024 . . . german-literature grimm-sAugust 20, 2020To me, the story was about craving what you shouldn't desire, how big consequences can be to satisfy it, that some people would do everything for such craving. The second part was about trying to protect someone from a 'corrupt world', at the cost of freedom.I am starting to look at
Grimms' fairy tale as a structure consisting of two types. One is the message for people (adults), full of harshness, metaphors, etc. and then (nearing to the end and a happy ending) it is as a tale for children.[This time I have been listening Hans Hafen from LibriVox, but it was very hard for me. I think it was a matter of his strong accent.Jaudio-book
childrens fairy-tales October 24, 2018Lo he ledo en una preciosa edicin que acaba de publicar Edelvives y que es preciosa. Est ilustrada por Francesca Dell'Orto y os juro que hace magia con sus dibujos.Como todos los cuentos de los hermanos Grimm, tiene una parte muy oscura y retorcida, donde incluso no ves un posible final feliz para los
protagonistas. Me ha encantado este cuento y sin duda me ha sorprendido, ya que se parece muy poco a todo lo que han sacado sobre esta conocida historia. Si tenis nios, os recomiendo muchsimo que consigis esta edicin y se la leis o la lean con vosotros, es una maravilla. September 11, 2019Resea completa: una edicin preciosa y muy cuidada, en
tapa dura y con ilustraciones a todo color Edelvives ha publicado el cuento clsico de Rapunzel de los hermanos Grimm. Nos cuenta la historia que en mayor o menor medida conocemos todos, la de una joven de cabellos rubios infinitos que est atrapada por una bruja en lo alto de una torre perdida en la espesura del bosque. Es uno de mis cuentos
preferidos, incluso la pelcula de Disney "Enredados" es de mis favoritas, as que tena muchas ganas de leer el libro y ver si se diferenciaba mucho de lo que yo ya conoca. Y s que hay pequeos detalles que desconoca y me ha encantado descubrir.M.M. Strawberry Library & ReviewsJanuary 10, 2022Like with many other fairy tales, some weird things
happen here but heck that's pretty standard for fairy tales.One thing I do have to ponder as an adult is that I imagine a tower didn't have much access to any water unless Rapunzel was able to collect rainwater and what have you, and with all her hair, that would end up one really nasty, grody mess especially if it was being used as a ladder.At least in
the movie Tangled, Rapunzel's hair was literally magical so it'd explain how it stayed so silky smooth and seemed to never be tangled in anything.childrens-book fairy-tales short-story September 8, 2021Cuento Perfecto para dormir, por qu? Le le dos paginas a m mam y de una se durmi jajajajaaPero hablando en serio, la historia de Rapunzel que ya
conocemos pero en una edicin hermosa de Edelvives y con ilustraciones en cada pgina. Es una belleza completa March 31, 2020February 7, 2023Towering over, \\ took away what one loves most, \\ removed from the world. #HHAIKUPRAJNA - Rapunzel [Book Review / Analysis / Summary / Essay] readers, I have begun a fairy tale themed series, and I
am starting it off with a review of Rapunzel by the Brothers Grimm.This fairy tale is set around the tower of Gothel, an enchantress. Gothel had taken the daughter of the parents who were stealing from her rampion garden. Rapunzel was then kept away from the rest of the world. She was kept hostage until she fell in love with a prince, who
overheard Gothel's request, "Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down thy hair."What stuck out to me was Gothel's desire to keep her being in direct conflict with the parents' and the prince's desire to have her.The original fairy tale stories' gruesomeness is great at being dramatic in a dark way, with characters flinging themselves towards death or despondency
over their misfortune. 'Rapunzel' succeeded in this by moving to a happy ending that is juxtaposed to highlight both the drama and the resolution. This is explored further through the symbolism of Rapunzel being separated from the world as a way to prevent the desire that afflicted the rest of the cast. In a theatrical manner, the Prince's desire to see
her led to Rapunzel's awareness of the outside world and her desire to leave.When Rapunzel revealed that she was using the method that Gothel was using to visit Rapunzel to also bring up the Prince, Dame Gothel decided to take Rapunzel's hair away and she cast Rapunzel away.Gothel then displayed her ability to use the hair against Rapunzel to
lure the Prince up the tower. Gothel's gloating over taking away both of their desired objects was genius in its display of the duality in using the love that others provide for one's own purposes.It also displayed--via the Prince--how that can leave one lost and wandering in blindness. His reaction set the tone for Gothel as a villain who would have
instead reacted by taking from anyone that had just wronged her.Every character acted upon what they desired. Readers are thus left with an important idea to contemplate. Dame Gothel was wronged in the same manner as the others. However, the other characters reacted without malice when they were wronged. Nobody else was afraid to suffer
the consequences of their acts of freely given love, regardless of the source being one's own or another's. Gothel could have helped the parents, I feel. She could have wedded her adopted (stolen) daughter and been related to royalty. Instead, she removed herself from the equation.The shared suffering further cemented the love between Rapunzel
and the Prince. The greatest symbolic lesson I found from this story was how that was shown to even heal their wounds; a good, short bedtime story.Thank you for reading.Please share your thoughts in a comment.Allen W. McLean ...Need more Bite-sized Insights to relieve your stress and suffering?Banner : Tomothy and the Overseer of the
ForestConnect via email or social media [ ... ]JReaders are gifted a Kindle eBook on Fridays and Mondays--short story selection rotates every few weeks, so follow via email or visit My Author Profile [ ... ]I write mindfulness meditation scifaiku and haiku poetry on my book reviews and on previews of my metaphysical stories, such as "Escape Perennial
City". Learn more about my reviews here [ ... ]Read the latest Project Roadmap [ ... ]Thanks to you, over ONE-THOUSAND (1000!) readers have joined us on Medium! Need to stay in the Medium Partner Program? Please follow and turn on email notifications; I will follow you back! "Ado the Owl" and "Hector Blake" are available to read, right now, on
Medium. [ JApril's psychedelic music videos, art and poetry is available on all streaming platforms; Electric Armchair - The Charlatan (Official Music Video) [ ... JElectric Armchair - Amorphous I (FULL ALBUM) [ ... ]"Falgara the Giant" is available to order on Amazon and Kindle Unlimited! Add to Goodreads and learn more [ ... ] Support by buying a
sticker [ ]Kindle ebooks can be read on any device at www.read.amazon.comThese poems will be collected in future editions of the HaikuPrajna Collection.February 6, 2017The original Grimm Brothers tale is very, very sad... although it does end happily ever after. The evil woman chops off Rapunzel's hair, who's pregnant with twins. The prince is
blind, but regains sight when he somehow finds Rapunzel and kids living in poverty in the woods... Her tears nourish his vision. An absolutely beautiful, well~written tale. FYI: she's named "Rapunzel" after the rampion plant, which may have been used in medieval times for mouth/throat afflictions. childrens-books european-fictionMay 17, 2017This
was a pretty shocking version! Poor Rapunzel! The ending was a little bit...well...fairytale! But all in all an entertaining and interesting story!December 4, 2020 ..,-.,,,." ": 25, 2017Who doesn't know the stunning story of Rapunzel, the girl with the long hair, kept captured by a witch in a tall, tall tower? A childhood classic for many people of my
generation, older generations, and even generations to come. However, in the countless retellings of this classic story, so many beautiful details are missed out. Visiting the original story text was a short but stunning adventure for me. I got to receive nostalgia, whilst also discovering a brand new story. A tale as old as time, and a beautiful one at that,
the original story of Rapunzel almost brought tears to my eyes. A simply beautiful story, and an original story that people should definitely check out. classics my-2017-reading-challenge short-storiesJuly 22, 2018An enjoyable fairy tale that most people would be familiar with.February 8, 2017As terrible as it sounds, what I loved most about reading
this was seeing the parallel's between The Grimm's original tale, and the novelisation version of Rapunzel 'Cress' by Marissa Meyer! There were so many similarities between the two that I never knew about (only previously seeing the Disney movie Tanged) so reading this was really enjoyable for that element! July 3, 2021The stories Grimm are best
in the original form. Perhaps, one should say the form that was released by Jacob Grimm. This tale is the story of a cursed princess that lives out her curse. The beauty of the tales of Grimm is the horror.August 17, 2018Displaying 1 - 30 of 298 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design.
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