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For most Americans, Labor Day marks a change in the seasons: summer has ended, football is about to begin, and millions of students return to school. Celebrations consist of taking advantage of deep discounts on patio furniture and mattresses.Not that theres much political enthusiasm for Labor Day on the Left, either.Many depict it as a tokenistic
gift from capitalist politicians who wanted a sanitized May Day, that could capture militancy and disperse it into responsible channels. This narrative calls Labor Day a bosses holiday that marks the working classs historic defeat.This not only misrepresents the days history, but also forces us to choose one holiday over the other, as if there were not
enough room on the calendar for two days that celebrate workers.May Day undoubtedly belongs to us: it symbolizes internationalism and solidarity. But Labor Day also has roots in our radical tradition. The militant struggles of the 1880s produced both holidays, and Labor Days proponents also fought for the eight-hour day.However, as the labor
movement evolved fracturing across different social layers and political tendencies the holidays took on different meanings. Labor Day now stands for the working classs capture by conservative politicians, while May Day became synonymous with revolutionary action.But those who see Labor Day as a sop to buy off workers gloss over the holidays
positive effects and the struggles of those who fought for it. The workers movement and the socialists so integral to its early days created Labor Day. It did not begin as a national holiday, but as self-activity in the streets. The end of the nineteenth century was shattered by economic volatility and recurrent crises.The years following the Civil War saw
a massive investment in Northern industry. Capital restructuring gave rise to factory production and monopolies.New production techniques radically reshaped relations on the shop floor. Craft workers simultaneously enjoyed greater power and suffered from increasing levels of exploitation. Mechanization had begun in earnest, and skilled work was
being replaced with a simplified division of labor.In this context, the working class was drawn to fledgling social-democratic movement.Mass immigration injected a constant stream of labor power into the job market. These immigrants hundreds of thousands a year formed ethnic enclaves, established their own labor organizations, and contributed to
a constantly changing working-class culture. Many brought social-democratic politics with them; others gravitated toward it thanks to the miserable conditions in American factories and cities.Other struggles found hope in labors militancy. The collapse of Reconstruction took back many of black Americans social, political, and economic gains and
allowed new forms of institutional racism to develop. The fight for womens suffrage spurred by emancipation was temporarily defeated.This all translated into struggle, and the last decades of the nineteenth century erupted into strikes, riots, and mass protest. Most historical depictions of Labor Day begin when Grover Cleveland sanctioned a federal
holiday in 1894; hence the claim that Labor Day has conservative roots.In reality, however, Labor Day started twelve years earlier even before the 1886 Haymarket events that inspired May Day with a mass rally in New York. On September 5, 1882, socialists, the Knights of Labor, and various left organizations associated with the Central Labor Union
(CLU) organized a march calling for shorter hours, higher pay, safer working conditions and a labor holiday.That year, New York had been the scene of spirited labor struggles. On January 30, thousands of workers thronged Cooper Union to support Irish tenants protesting their British landlords.Notable labor agitators gave speeches, but two names
on the roster loom largest: Peter McGuire, general secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, and eventual co-founder of the AFL; and Mathew Maguire, International Association of Machinists member and leader of the CLU. Both belonged to the same branch of the Socialist Labor Party (SLP), which was created in 1877, as the
successor to the Social Democratic Workingmens Party.Historians still debate who initially demanded a labor holiday. But the CLU appointed a committee to organize the mass demonstration, and on September 5 ten thousand workers took an unpaid day off and marched from City Hall through Union Square to Forty-Second Street.This event would
soon become annual, spreading to other cities, states, and municipalities as the movement for a labor day grew. In 1885 and 1886, various American cities declared the first Monday in September to be a workers holiday, and on February 21, 1887, Oregon became the first state to recognize Labor Day. Massachusetts, Colorado, New York, and New
Jersey followed later that year.The activists who participated in and helped organize these early rallies also fought for the eight-hour day. Without that struggle, a labor holiday providing eight paid hours off was unthinkable. In fact, the slogan so synonymous with May Day Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, and eight hours for what we will
appeared on banners at the first Labor Day demonstration in 1882. But it wasnt until1894 that Grover Cleveland, a conservative Democrat, declared Labor Day a federal holiday. Not coincidentally, his announcement came at the close of a mass strike.In June of that year, workers who built Pullman railroad cars had joined Eugene Debss American
Railway Union (ARU). They were angry that their steep pay cuts were not matched by rent reductions in their company town. As a result, 125,000 railroad workers refused to move any trains that had a Pullman car attached to it.Cleveland called out the National Guard to police the railways but could not convince the strikers to resume work. Claiming
that it was interfering with the postal service, Richard Olney, former attorney general, forced the courts to issue the first federal injunction against a strike.When Debs refused to call the work stoppage off, he was jailed for six months. At least thirty workers were killed during the governments violent suppression of the strike. This violence was openly
condemned by New Yorks Central Labor Union, who stood in full solidarity with the ARU.Six days after it ended, Cleveland made Labor Day a national holiday, hoping it would defuse class anger and deflect attention away from the more militant May Day.But the president had other concerns too. It was a midterm election year, and Cleveland serving
his second nonconsecutive term did not want to appear an enemy of organized labor. Yethe miscalculated: legalizing Labor Day could not make up for smashing the Pullman Strike and jailing Debs. He lost his reelection campaign, and the labor movement didnt stay quiet for long.Cleveland did not simply invent Labor Day, as we are often led to
believe. The holiday represents a partial victory that reflects the labor movements strength, which pressed its weight on the scales of politics and forced a federal reform.Like most reforms, it had a dual character: on the one hand, it absorbed and nullified some worker militancy; on the other, it ceded ground to the unions and put them in a better
position to win future demands. Seeing it merely as a weapon instituted from the top down obscures the class struggle that led directly to its adoption. Since then, the holidays vibrancy has risen and fallen with the labor movement.Early Labor Day rallies helped build working-class culture, and had all the dynamism of a general strike: workers
marched under unfurled red flags, sang labor songs, and heard incendiary speeches from the labor radicals of the day, including Eugene Debs.It faded in the twenties, but was revived in the thirties, when, for example, the CIOs Steel Workers Organizing Committee led a Labor Day march on Jones & Laughlin Steel during the 1937 Little Steel
strike.The movement waned again but the PATCO, Staley, Caterpillar, and Hormel strikes infused with an urgent sense of solidarity regenerated the holiday in the eighties and nineties.Further, Labor Day has turned into the conservative labor holiday because of the movements political trajectory. In 1886, the AFLs creation allowed trade-union
bureaucrats disconnected from the workplace and invested with special privileges to gain more control over the movement.This cut out the craft-worker socialists who had originally played a major role in not only the fight for a labor holiday, but also for shorter hours, fairer pay, and better working conditions.Moreover, when the Knights of Labor
collapsed, workers lost an effective counterweight to craft elitism. This played a decisive role in the right turn of figures like McGuire.Labor Day became the property of Samuel Gompers and the AFL: it was popularly associated with nationalism and anti-radicalism. But crucially, none of this appeared in the holidays nineteenth-century history.If today
Labor Day has become a depoliticized, corporate, and generic ritual, this fact proves that capital is winning. Labor Day would likely regain its old spirit with a new eruption in labor militancy.We shouldnt base our assessment of the holiday on an unbalanced retelling of its history; we should honor its real origins and meaning. The best parts of Labor
Day should be reclaimed, and its lessons distilled for workers and the Left.We can accommodate two labor holidays; one for the Haymarket martyrs, and one for the fallen at Pullman. Federal holiday in the United StatesThis article is about the American holiday. For the similarly-named holiday in other countries, see Labour Day. For other uses, see
Labor Day (disambiguation).Labor DayLabor Day Parade in New York's Union Square, 18820bservedbyUnited StatesTypeNationalCelebrationsParades, barbecuesDateFirst Monday in September2024dateSeptember 2 (2024-09-02)2025dateSeptember 1 (2025-09-01)2026dateSeptember 7 (2026-09-07)2027dateSeptember 6 (2027-09-
06)FrequencyAnnualRelatedtoLabour DayLabor Day is a federal holiday in the United States celebrated on the first Monday of September to honor and recognize the American labor movement and the works and contributions of laborers to the development and achievements in the United States.[1][2][3] Beginning in the late 19th century, as the
trade union and labor movements grew, trade unionists proposed that a day be set aside to celebrate labor. "Labor Day" was promoted by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of Labor, which organized the first parade in New York City. In 1887, Oregon was the first state of the United States to make it an official public holiday. By the time it
became an official federal holiday in 1894, thirty states in the U.S. officially celebrated Labor Day.[4]Canada's Labour Day is also celebrated on the first Monday of September. More than 150 other countries celebrate International Workers' Day on May 1, the European holiday of May Day. May Day was chosen by the Second International of socialist
and communist parties to commemorate the general labor strike in the United States and events leading to the Haymarket affair, which occurred in Chicago, Illinois, from May 1 May 4, 1886.[5][6]P. J. McGuire, Vice President of the American Federation of Labor, is frequently credited as the father of Labor Day in the United States.Beginning in the
late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, diverse groups of trade unionists chose a variety of days on which to celebrate labor. In the United States, a September holiday called Labor Day was first proposed in the early 1880s.Alternative accounts of the event's origin exist. Descendants of two men with similar last names claim
their great-grandfather was the true father of the holiday.[7]According to one early history of Labor Day, the event originated in connection with a General Assembly of the Knights of Labor convened in New York City in September 1882.[8] In connection with this clandestine Knights assembly, a public parade of various labor organizations was held
on September 5 under the auspices of the Central Labor Union (CLU) of New York.[8] Secretary of the CLU Matthew Maguire is credited for first proposing that a national Labor Day holiday subsequently be held on the first Monday of each September in the aftermath of this successful public demonstration.[2][7]An alternative theory maintains that
the idea of Labor Day was the brainchild of Peter J. McGuire, a vice president of the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions, which was a predecessor of the American Federation of Labor. After a visit to Toronto where he saw parades celebrating labor that May,[9][10] had put forward the initial proposal in the spring of 1882.[4] According
to McGuire, on May 8, 1882, he made a proposition to the fledgling Central Labor Union in New York City that a day be set aside for a "general holiday for the laboring classes".[11] According to McGuire he further recommended that the event should begin with a street parade as a public demonstration of organized labor's solidarity and strength,
with the march followed by a picnic, to which participating local unions could sell tickets as a fundraiser.[11] According to McGuire he suggested the first Monday in September as an ideal date for such a public celebration, owing to optimum weather and the date's place on the calendar, sitting midway between the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving
public holidays.[11]Labor Day picnics and other public gatherings frequently featured speeches by prominent labor leaders.[12]In 1909, the American Federation of Labor convention designated the Sunday preceding Labor Day as "Labor Sunday", to be dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement.[2] This secondary date
failed to gain significant traction in popular culture, although some churches continue to acknowledge it.[13]The popularity of the event spread across the country. In 1887, Oregon became the first state of the United States to make Labor Day an official public holiday. By 1894, thirty U.S. states were already officially celebrating Labor Day. In that
year, shortly after the Pullman Strike, the Congress passed a bill recognizing the first Monday of September as Labor Day and making it an official federal holiday. President Grover Cleveland signed the bill into law on June 28.[14][4] The federal law, however, only made it a holiday for federal workers. As late as the 1930s, unions were encouraging
workers to strike to make sure they got the day off.[15] All U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and the United States territories have subsequently made Labor Day a statutory holiday.[16]Labor Day parade on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., c.1894The date of May 1 (an ancient European folk holiday known as May Day) emerged in 1886
as an alternative holiday for the celebration of labor, later becoming known as International Workers' Day. The date had its origins at the 1885 convention of the American Federation of Labor, which passed a resolution calling for adoption of the eight-hour day effective May 1, 1886.[17] While negotiation was envisioned for achievement of the
shortened work day, use of the strike to enforce this demand was recognized, with May 1 advocated as a date for coordinated strike action.[17] The proximity of the date to the bloody Haymarket affair of May 4, 1886, further accentuated May First's radical reputation.[13]There was disagreement among labor unions at this time about when a holiday
celebrating workers should be, with some advocating for continued emphasis of the September march-and-picnic date while others sought the designation of the more politically charged date of May 1. Conservative Democratic President Grover Cleveland was one of those concerned that a labor holiday on May 1 would tend to become a
commemoration of the Haymarket affair and would strengthen socialist and anarchist movements that backed the May 1 commemoration around the globe.[18] In 1887, he publicly supported the September Labor Day holiday as a less inflammatory alternative,[19] formally adopting the date as a United States federal holiday through a law that he
signed in 1894.[2]Since the mid-1950s, the United States has celebrated Loyalty Day and Law Day on May 1. Unlike Labor Day, neither are legal public holidays (in that government agencies and most businesses do not shut down to celebrate them) and therefore have remained relatively obscure. Loyalty Day is formally celebrated in a few cities,
while some bar associations hold Law Day events to celebrate the rule of law.[20][21]Labor Day is called the "unofficial end of summer"[22] because it marks the end of the U.S. culture's nominal summer season. Of the 7% of Americans who take two-week vacations, many take their vacations during the two weeks ending Labor Day weekend.[23][24]
Many fall activities, such as school and sports (particularly football), begin about this time.In the United States, many school districts resume classes around the Labor Day holiday weekend (see First day of school). Some begin the week before, making Labor Day weekend the first three-day weekend of the school calendar, while others return the
Tuesday following Labor Day. Many districts across the Midwest are opting to begin school after Labor Day.[25]In the U.S. state of Virginia, the amusement park industry has successfully lobbied for legislation requiring most school districts in the state to have their first day of school after Labor Day, in order to give families another weekend to visit
amusement parks in the state. The relevant statute has been nicknamed the "Kings Dominion law" after one such park.[26] This law was repealed in 2019.[27]In the U.S. state of Minnesota, the State Fair ends on Labor Day. Under state law, public schools normally do not begin until after the holiday. One reason given for this timing was to allow time
for schoolchildren to show 4-H projects at the Fair.[28]In U.S. sports, Labor Day weekend marks the beginning of many fall sports. National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) teams usually play their first games that weekend,[29] and the National Football League (NFL) traditionally play their kickoff game the Thursday following Labor Day.[30]
The Southern 500 NASCAR auto race has been held on Labor Day weekend at Darlington Raceway in Darlington, South Carolina from 1950 to 2003 and since 2015.[31] At Indianapolis Raceway Park, the National Hot Rod Association hold their finals of the NHRA U.S. Nationals drag race that weekend.[32] Labor Day is the middle point between
weeks one and two of the U.S. Open tennis championships, held in Flushing Meadows, New York.[33]In fashion, Labor Day is (or was) considered the last day when it is acceptable to wear white[34] or seersucker.[35][36] The source of the tradition lies in part with the migration of wealthy 19th century New Yorkers back from their summer-home
Newport Mansions and accompanying change back from summer clothes.[37] The traditional last day to wear straw hats moved from around Labor Day (September 1) to September 15. In 1922, the Straw Hat Riot broke out due to gangs snatching the hats of men violating this rule in New York City. The unofficial beginning of summer, and the
summer fashion season in the United States, is Memorial Day. In the 2020s, some people have approved of wearing white year-round.[37]There are numerous events and activities organized in major cities. For example, New York offers the Labor Day Carnival, and fireworks over Coney Island.[38] In Washington, one popular event is the Labor Day
Concert at the U.S. Capitol featuring the National Symphony Orchestra with free attendance.[39]To take advantage of large numbers of potential customers with time to shop, Labor Day has become an important weekend for discounts and allowances by many retailers in the United States, especially for back-to-school sales. Some retailers claim it is
one of the largest sale dates of the year, second only to the Christmas season's Black Friday.[40]Labor unions in the United StatesUnited States labor lawWorkers' Memorial Day”™ U.S. Department of Labor, "Labor Daze Pride, Chaos and Kegs on Labor's First 'Day' ™ a b c d "The History of Labor Day". United States Department of Labor. Archived
from the original on September 25, 2017. Retrieved November 3, 2017.” "Labor Day 2020". History.com. A&E Television Networks. Retrieved May 16, 2020.”™ a b ¢ The Bridgemen's magazine. International Association of Bridge, Structural and Ornamental Iron Workers. 1921. pp.443444. Archived from the original on October 9, 2013. Retrieved
September 4, 2011.” Philip S. Foner (1986). May Day: A Short History of the International Workers' Holiday, 18861986. New York: International Publishers. pp. 4143. ISBN0-7178-0624-3.” Rothman, Lily (May 1, 2017). "The Bloody Story of How May Day Became a Holiday for Workers". Time. Retrieved 2018-03-18.” a b Gross, Jenny (September 6,
2020). "McGuire or Maguire? A Tussle Over Who Founded Labor Day". The New York Times.”™ a b "Origin of Labor Day". Cincinnati Tribune (Special Labor Day supplemented.). September 1, 1895. p.26.”™ "History". Carpenters' District Council of Ontario. Retrieved September 8, 2020.” "Labour day a holiday born in Canada". Canadian Labour
Congress. September 3, 2018. Retrieved September 2, 2020.” a b ¢ McGuire, P.]. (September 1898). "Labor Day Its Birth and Significance". The Union Agent. Vol.3, no.9. Kentucky. p.1.~ McKeeves, Amy (September 4, 2020). "Labor Day's surprisingly radical origins". National Geographic. Archived from the original on September 7, 2020. Retrieved
September 6, 2020.”™ a b McDonald, Hannah (August 5, 2019). "8 Facts About Labor Day". Mental Floss. Retrieved September 6, 2020.”™ "Public Acts of the Fifty-Third Congress of the United States" (PDF). United States Statutes at Large. 28: 96. 1894. Retrieved September 4, 2020.” Zagorsky, Jay (August 29, 2017). "Have we forgotten the true
meaning of Labor Day?". The Conversation. Retrieved September 1, 2019.” "The History of Labor Day". United Auto Workers. August 30, 2017. Archived from the original on September 17, 2023. Retrieved August 20, 2024 via Internet Archive.”™ a b Philip S. Foner, May Day: A Short History of the International Workers' Holiday. New York:
International Publishers, 1986; p. 19.” Sally Kohn (September 1, 2014). Why Labor Day was a political move. CNN. Retrieved August 3, 2018.” "Knights of Labor". Progressive Historians. September 3, 2007. Archived from the original on September 30, 2007.” Office of the Federal Register (1967). The Code of Federal regulations of the United
States of America. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. pp.4243.” "History of Law Day". American Bar Association. Retrieved September 6, 2020.”™ Weil, Martin (August 31, 2019). "Labor Day weekend brings summer to an unofficial close". The Washington Post.[permanent dead link]”™ "Vacations - 2024" survey by AYTM. "Labor Day:
The last (and best) chance for a summer vacation". The Washington Post. 31 August 2019.” Charles, C.M.; Senter, Gail W. (2008). Elementary Classroom Management. Pearson / Allyn and Bacon. p.20. ISBN978-0-205-51071-9. Archived from the original on 7 January 2014. Retrieved 4 September 2011.” Freed, Benjamin (25 August 2014). ""Kings
Dominion law" still reigns in Virginia". Washingtonian Magazine. Archived from the original on 13 September 2016. Retrieved 5 September 2016.” Smith, Max (March 21, 2019). "With repeal of 'Kings Dominion' law, VA schools can now start before Labor Day". WTOP News. Retrieved September 2, 2019.” "Commonly asked questions".
mpls.k12.mn.us. Archived from the original on 4 September 2017. Retrieved 27 November 2017.” Kirshner, Alex (3 September 2017). "Why CFB's week1 became a Thursday-to-Monday event". SBNation.com. Retrieved 6 September 2020.” "Kickoff game now a national event". FOX Sports. Retrieved September 6, 2020.”™ Pockrass, Bob (August 22,
2014). "Sprint Cup schedule: Darlington gets Labor Day weekend back, Bristol moves spring race to April". Sporting News. Archived from the original on August 26, 2014. Retrieved August 26, 2014.” "NHRA U.S. Nationals". Lucas Oil Raceway. Retrieved September 5, 2021.” "U.S. Open tennis championship". City of New York. Retrieved September
6, 2020.” FitzPatrick, Laura (September 8, 2009). "Why we can't wear white after Labor Day". Time Magazine. Archived from the original on March 3, 2011. Retrieved February 25, 2011.” Bell, Johnathan (May 9, 2011). "An introduction to seersucker for men". Guy Style Guide. Archived from the original on April 19, 2012. Retrieved May 2, 2012."
O'Brien, Glenn (December 15, 2000). "Daytime wedding after Labor Day: Is it okay to wear a light beige suit to a daytime wedding after Labor Day?". The Style Guy. GQ Magazine. Archived from the original on January 31, 2012. Retrieved May 2, 2012.” a b "Fashionistas get ready: It's safe to break out the white clothing". NPR. May 28, 2024."
"Labor Day weekend". rove.me. August 11, 2023.” "20+4+ ways to celebrate Labor Day weekend in Washington, DC". Destination DC.” "Labor Day Intention Still Holds Meaning". Tri Parish Times. August 30, 2012. Archived from the original on December 16, 2019. Retrieved August 31, 2012.Green, James (2007). Death in the Haymarket: A Story of
Chicago, the First Labor Movement and the Bombing that Divided Gilded Age America. New York: Anchor Books. ISBN978-1-4000-3322-5. OCLC494649024.Wikimedia Commons has media related to Labor Day in the United States.History of Labor Day, History of Artists and Writers Unions, Rare Labor Related Comic Books"Labor Day is May 1: Today
is a boss's holiday". Jacobin. September 7, 2015."Today Belongs to Workers". Jacobin. September 5, 2016."Labor Day". New International Encyclopedia. 1905.Retrieved from " 2Network of youth organizations in the United States"4H" redirects here. For other uses, see 4H (disambiguation).4-HOfficial 4-H emblemFormation19121914TypeYouth
organizationLegal statusFederal governmental program administered through Land-grant university system in each state and territoryPurpose"Engaging youth to reach their fullest potential while advancing the field of youth development."HeadquartersWashington, DC (offices in Kansas City, MO)Region served United States (affiliated programs
worldwide)Membership6.5 million members in the United States, ages 5 to 21President and CEQ]Jill BrambleMain organNational Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)Parent organizationUnited States Department of Agriculture (USDA)AffiliationsLand-grant university system, National 4-H CouncilWebsite4-h.org4-HStandard uniform colors for the
4 HScouting portal4-H is a U.S.-based network of youth organizations whose mission is "engaging youth to reach their fullest potential while advancing the field of youth development".[1] Its name is a reference to the occurrence of the initial letter H four times in the organization's original motto head, heart, hands, and health, which was later
incorporated into the fuller pledge officially adopted in 1927. In the United States, the organization is administered by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 4-H Canada is an independent non-profit organization overseeing the operation of branches throughout Canada.[2] There are 4-H
organizations in over 80 countries;[3][4] the organization and administration varies from country to country.The goal of 4-H is to develop citizenship, leadership, responsibility and life skills of youth through experiential learning programs and a positive youth development approach. Though typically thought of as an agriculturally focused organization
as a result of its history, 4-H today focuses on citizenship, healthy living, science, engineering, and technology programs. Clubs in today's 4-H world consist of a wide range of options each allowing for personal growth and career success. The 4-H motto is "To make the best better"”, while its slogan is "Learn by doing" (sometimes written as "Learn to
do by doing"). As of 2016, the organization had nearly 6million active participants and more than 25million alumni.[5]4-H boys showing prize heifers at a 4-H Fair in Charleston, West Virginia, 19214-H Home demonstration agents in Florida in 19334-H Club member storing food she canned from her garden, Rockbridge County, Virginia, ca. 1942The
foundations of 4-H began in 1902 with the work of several people in different parts of the United States. The focal point of 4-H has been the idea of practical and hands-on learning, which came from the desire to make public school education more connected to rural life. Early programs incorporated both public and private resources. 4-H was
founded with the purpose of instructing rural youth in improved farming and farm-homemaking practices. By the 1970s, it was broadening its goals to cover a full range of youth, including minorities, and a wide range of life experiences.[6]A brochure for the 4-H Forestry ProgramDuring this time, researchers at experiment stations of the land-grant
universities and USDA saw that adults in the farming community did not readily accept new agricultural discoveries. However, educators found that youth would experiment with these new ideas and then share their experiences and successes with the adults. As a result rural youth programs became a way to introduce new agriculture technology to
the adults.Club work began wherever a public-spirited person did something to give rural children respect for themselves and their ways of life and it is very difficult to credit one sole individual.[7] Instances of work with rural boys and girls can be found all throughout the 19th century. In the spring of 1882, Delaware College announced a statewide
corn contest for boys, in which each boy was to plant a quarter of an acre, according to instructions sent out from the college, and cash prizes, certificates, and subscriptions to the American Agriculturist were rewarded.[8]In 1892, in an effort to improve the Kewaunee County Fair, Ransom Asa Moore, the president of the Kewaunee Fair, the
Agricultural Society, and Superintendent of the Kewaunee County Schools in Wisconsin, organized a "youth movement", which he called "Young People's Contest Clubs", in which he solicited the support of 6,000 young farm folks to produce and exhibit fruits, vegetables, and livestock.[9] The fairs were quite successful.[10] In 1904, while working for
the University of WisconsinMadison and trying to repeat what he had accomplished in Kewaunee County over a decade before but with different intentions, "Daddy" R.A. Moore convinced R.H. Burns, then Superintendent of Schools of Richland County, Wisconsin, to have the Richland County Boys and Girls organize and assist in a corn-project activity
to help market and distribute improved seeds to the farmers in the state of Wisconsin (and beyond).[10]JA. B. Graham began one of the youth programs in Clark County, Ohio, in 1902, which is also considered one of the births of the 4-H program in the United States. The first club was called "The Tomato Club" or the "Corn Growing Club". T.A. "Dad"
Erickson of Douglas County, Minnesota, started local agricultural after-school clubs and fairs also in 1902. Jessie Field Shambaugh developed the clover pin with an H on each leafin 1910, and, by 1912, they were called 4-H clubs.[11] Early 4-H programs in Colorado began with youth instruction offered by college agricultural agents as early as 1910,
as part of the outreach mission of the Colorado land grant institutions.[12] The national 4-H organization was formed in 1914, when the United States Congress created the Cooperative Extension Service of the USDA by passage of the Smith-Lever Act of 1914, it included within the CES charter the work of various boys' and girls' clubs involved with
agriculture, home economics and related subjects.[13] The Smith-Lever Act formalized the 4-H programs and clubs that began in the midwestern region of the United States. Although different activities were emphasized for boys and girls, 4-H was one of the first youth organizations to give equal attention to both genders (cf., erstwhile Boys Clubs of
America).[14] The first appearance of the term "4-H Club" in a federal document was in "Organization and Results of Boys' and Girls' Club Work," by Oscar Herman Benson (18751951) and Gertrude L. Warren, in 1920.[15][16] By 1924, the clubs were organized as 4-H clubs, and the clover emblem was adopted.[17] Warren expanded the scope of
girls' activities under the program (promoting garment making, room decorating, and hot lunches), and wrote extensive training materials.[18][15]The first 4-H camp was held in Randolph County, West Virginia. Originally, these camps were for what was referred to as "Corn Clubs". Campers slept in corn fields in tents, only to wake up and work
almost the entirety of each day. Superintendent of Schools G. C. Adams began a boys' corn club in Newton County, Georgia, in 1904.[19][20]4-H membership hit an all-time high in 1974 as a result of its popular educational program about nutrition, Mulligan Stew, shown in schools and on television across the country. Today, 4-H clubs and activities
are no longer focused primarily on agricultural activities, instead emphasizing personal growth and preparation for lifelong learning. Participation is greatest during the elementary school years, with enrollment in programs and activities peaking in the 4th grade.[citation needed]In the southern United States during the mid-1960s 4-H began to
broaden its programming to cover life experiences unrelated to agriculture. It merged its segregated AfricanAmerican and white programs, but full-fledged integration proved elusive. 4-H was successful in removing gender-based restrictions on participation.[21]The organization is funded by the USDA and by state and local governments.[22] The
National 4-H Council's programs are also supported by a number of corporations including Google, Verizon, Microsoft, Land O'Lakes Inc., and Tractor Supply Co.[23][24]Past Honorary Chairmen of Council have included U.S. Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy,
Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and Bill Clinton.[25][26]A newspaper clipping of 4-H club members attending a convention in Georgia, 1950The 4-H pledge is:I pledge my head to clearer thinking,my heart to greater loyalty,my hands to larger service,and my health to better living,for my club, my
community, my country, and my world.[27]Otis E. Hall wrote the original pledge of Kansas in 1918. Some California 4-H clubs add either "As a true 4-H member" or "As a loyal 4-H member" at the beginning of the pledge. Minnesota and Maine 4-H clubs add "for my family" to the last line of the pledge.[28] Initially, the pledge ended in "and my
country,” but in 1973, "and my world" was added. It is a common practice to involve hand motions to accompany these spoken words. While reciting the first line of the pledge, the speaker points to their head with both of their hands. As the speaker recites the second line, they place their right hand over their heart much like during the Pledge of
Allegiance. For the third line, the speaker presents their hands, palm side up, before them. For the fourth line, the speaker motions to their body down their sides. For the final line, the speaker usually places their right hand out for the club, left hand for the community, brings them together for the country, and then brings their hands upwards in a
circle representing the world.4-H emblem in Oldham County in Vega west of Amarillo, TexasThe official 4-H emblem is a green four-leaf clover with a white H on each leaf standing for Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. The stem of the clover always points to the right.The idea of using the four-leaf clover as an emblem for the 4-H program is credited to
Oscar Herman Benson (18751951) of Wright County, lowa. He awarded three-leaf and four-leaf clover pennants and pins for students' agricultural and domestic science exhibits at school fairs.[29]The 4-H name and emblem had U.S. federal protection, previous under federal code 18 U.S.C. 707.[30] The federal protection made it a mark unto and of
itself with protection that supersedes the limited authorities of both a trademark and a copyright. The Secretary of Agriculture is given responsibility and stewardship for the 4-H name and emblem, at the direct request of the U.S. Congress. These protections placed the 4-H emblem in a unique category of protected emblems, also along with the U.S.
Presidential Seal, Red Cross, Smokey Bear, and the Olympic rings.[31] Protections for the 4-H emblem were repealed by Title XI of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021.[32]Through the program's tie to land-grant institutions of higher education, 4-H academic staff are responsible for advancing the field of youth development.[1] Professional
academic staff are committed to innovation, the creation of new knowledge, and the dissemination of new forms of program practice and research on topics like University of California's study of thriving in young people. Youth development research is undertaken in a variety of forms including program evaluation, applied research, and introduction
of new programs.Over 540,000 volunteer leaders help to coordinate the 4-H program at the county level. Volunteers plan and conduct 4-H related activities, develop and maintain educational programs, or assist in fundraising. Activities include youth development programs, project groups, camps, conferences, or animal shows. The volunteers' goal is
to help youth achieve greater self-confidence and self-responsibility, learn new skills, and build relationships.[33]Volunteers are directed by 4-H's professional staff.The National 4-H Hall of Fame honors 4-H volunteers, extension professionals and staff employees, donors and others, according to a criterion of "significant impact on the 4-H program
and/or 4-H members through the contribution of time, energy, financial resources, etc.".[34] The hall of fame was established in 2002 by the National Association of Extension 4-H Youth Development Professionals (NAE4-HYDP).[35]A girl presenting her rabbit at the Calaveras County Fair in California 20164-H Afterschool helps 4-H and other youth-
serving organizations create and improve programs for students in communities across the U.S. 4-H Afterschool is an extension-enhanced program that:Offers youth a safe, healthy, caring and enriching environment.Engages youth in long-term, structured learning in partnership with adults.Addresses the interests of youth and their physical,
cognitive, social and emotional needs.4-H Afterschool programs utilize experimental and cooperative learning activities and provide interaction with competent adults. Results of retrospective pre/post-surveys indicate that children enrolled in the program showed life skill gain over time, and that gains on specific life skills differed as a function of age,
gender, and ethnicity.The life skills gained through 4-H Afterschool give children the tools they need for perceiving and responding to diverse life situations and achieving their personal goals. Participation in these quality programs which use experiential and cooperative learning have all been found to contribute to children's social development and
academic success.[36]Debbie McDonald, who was the West Virginia state 4-H Leader at the time, poses with the newly relocated Camp Good Luck marker (July 8, 2015).Each state runs its own camping program. The world's first 4-H camp was held in July 1915 on the Crouch family farm along the Tygart Valley River near Elkwater, West Virginia. The
youth in attendance named the location Camp Good Luck.[37]The first state 4-H camp was held at Jackson's Mill outside of Weston, West Virginia. 4-H camping programs in most states are run through land-grant institutions, such as Washington State University, which runs the Washington program, and Pennsylvania State University runs
Pennsylvania's. The Georgia 4-H camping program has the largest youth center in the world, called Rock Eagle.On July 8, 2015, to mark the centennial of 4-H camping, youth from Randolph County, West Virginia traveled back to the original Camp Good Luck site for a special commemoration and campfire program. A stone marker honoring Camp
Good Luck had been placed adjacent to US 219 near the site, but was moved to a spot off of Bell Crouch Rd. for greater safety and accessibility through the efforts of Randolph County 4-H volunteers and the West Virginia Division of Highways.Some states offer programs for youth in grades K-2 called Cloverbuds, Cloverkids, 4-H Adventurers, Primary
Members, or Mini 4-H. Some states prohibit this age group from competition due to research in child development demonstrating that competition is unhealthy for youth ages five to eight.[38]National Collegiate 4-H club emblemMany colleges and universities have collegiate 4-H clubs. Usually members are students who are 4-H alumni and want to
continue a connection to 4-H, but any interested students are welcome. Clubs provide service and support to their local and state 4-H programs, such as serving as judges and conducting training workshops. They are also a service and social group for campus students. The first collegiate 4-H club started in 1916 on the Oklahoma State University -
Stillwater campus.Finding its roots in the early 4-H movement in West Virginia, the 4-H All-Star program strives to recognize and challenge 4-H members and volunteers. State 4-H Club Leader William H. "Teepi" Kendrick sought to develop youth to "be yourself at your best" and to "make the best better" through a fourfold personal development
pattern involving the head, hands, heart, and, at that time, hustle. It was with this philosophy, in collaboration with others, that the 4-H emblem was born. In an attempt to harbor further individual growth, Kendrick recognized excellence with pins bearing one, two, three, and four H's. Recognition for outstanding participation was rewarded from
1917 to 1921 with trips to a Prize Winner's Course at West Virginia University. Members who demonstrated outstanding qualities at these courses were awarded five-pointed red pins with five H's, with this additional H to symbolize honor. The recipients of these pins were referred to by Kendrick as "All Stars". It was following the pin consecration
ceremony in 1919 that the official West Virginia 4-H All Stars organization was chartered, becoming the Alpha chapter of the nationwide 4-H honorary.[39]The symbol of the All Stars is a red star enveloping a gemstone chip over the 4-H emblem. Each point of the star represents a pillar of character: "Beauty, Fortitude, Service, Truth, and Love".
[40]Many states have All Star programs, although All Star programs vary from state to state. Selection as a 4-H All Star is a recognition of achievement. In California for example, it is the highest achievement award at the county level and is a position awarded annually.[41] Similarly, the capstone award in Texas 4-H is the Gold Star Award, which is
given to Seniors who have shown outstanding leadership and proficiency in their project areas.[42]In Virginia, on the other hand, All-Stars are not simply those who have achieved an All-Star award, but are those who have gained membership into the Virginia All-Stars organization. After reaching the age of 15, 4-H members are eligible to apply for
membership into the All-Stars organization, which promotes the continuation of 4-H principles.[43]This section about the organization's conferences relies excessively on references to primary sources. Please improve this section about the organization's conferences by adding secondary or tertiary sources. Find sources:"4-H"news newspapers books
scholar JSTOR (March 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this message)National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland Many conferences are held at various levels of the 4-H program for youth and adults. The National 4-H Conference, which was held at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland, until
it was sold in 2021, is the USDA Secretary's premier youth development opportunity to engage youth in developing recommendations for the 4-H Youth Development Program. The Conference still meets annually in and around Washington, DC. The 2024 National 4-H Conference will be held in Arlington, VA. [44]The National 4-H Congress is an
annual educational conference that brings together 4-H delegates between the ages of 14 and 19 from across America to share cultural experiences and discuss important issues facing youth. This five-day event is typically held during the weekend of Thanksgiving and has been hosted in Atlanta, since 1998. Throughout the conference, 4-H delegates
attend numerous workshops, participate in community service activities, and listen to speakers in an effort to develop compassion and increase social awareness.[45][46]Citizenship Washington Focus is a week-long conference offered for high school-aged students.[47] At the conference, students have the opportunity to learn how to be citizen leaders
in their communities. Throughout the week in Washington, D.C., participants visit monuments, meet with members of Congress, and develop communication, leadership and citizenship skills.The following national conferences are held yearly, and are focused on specific activities inside of 4-H:National 4-H Dairy Conference[48]Eastern National 4-H
Horse Roundup[49]Western National 4-H Horse Roundup[50]National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational Match[51]National 4-H True Leaders in Equity Institute[52]National 4-H Youth Summit Series[53]STEM SummitHealthy Living SummitAgri-science SummitOther conferences are held by regional and state entities for youth, for volunteer
development, or for professional development for staff.For many years, use of Native American names and certain themed activities was part of the summer camping programs of some eastern states. However, the practice was considered to be offensive and protests were raised. A complaint to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Office of Civil
Rights in 2002 and an ensuing investigation that threatened to cut off funds to the state's program[54] prompted the West Virginia University Extension Service to abandon offensive and stereotypic practices such as face-painting, and use of imagery not a part of the culture of local Native people, such as tepees and totem poles.[54] They also
eliminated the practice of having children wear feather headdresses, and stopped having campers engage in "stereotypical motions and dances," including chanting "Ugh! Ugh! Ugh!". However, the state program deemed the dividing of campers into groups, called "tribes" named after actual Indian Nations, to be respectful and acceptable.[55] In the
same year, the Virginia Extension Service removed all references to symbols or camp "traditions" related to Native Americans, including the decades-long practice of dividing campers into "tribes" using names of nations considered native to Virginia, replacing the group names with animal names.[56]See also: List of notable 4-H alumniSome 4-H
alumni credit the program with helping them in later life.[57]In 2021, Minnesota-based photographer R. J. Kern, along with writer Alison Nordstrm, published The Unchosen Ones: Portraits of an American Pastoral. The book highlights portraits of dozens of youth, who spent a year raising and training their animal and then entered into a 4-H livestock
competition, but were unsuccessful in winning the top award in their competitions, then revisits the same youth four years later, and asked the young subjects what they had carried forward from their previous experience. [58]4-H Shooting Sports ProgramsBoy Scouts of AmericaGirl Scouts of the USAInternational Four-H Youth ExchangeNational
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18820bservedbyUnited StatesTypeNationalCelebrationsParades, barbecuesDateFirst Monday in September2024dateSeptember 2 (2024-09-02)2025dateSeptember 1 (2025-09-01)2026dateSeptember 7 (2026-09-07)2027dateSeptember 6 (2027-09-06)FrequencyAnnualRelatedtoLabour DayLabor Day is a federal holiday in the United States celebrated
on the first Monday of September to honor and recognize the American labor movement and the works and contributions of laborers to the development and achievements in the United States.[1][2][3] Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, trade unionists proposed that a day be set aside to celebrate labor.
"Labor Day" was promoted by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of Labor, which organized the first parade in New York City. In 1887, Oregon was the first state of the United States to make it an official public holiday. By the time it became an official federal holiday in 1894, thirty states in the U.S. officially celebrated Labor Day.[4]Canada's
Labour Day is also celebrated on the first Monday of September. More than 150 other countries celebrate International Workers' Day on May 1, the European holiday of May Day. May Day was chosen by the Second International of socialist and communist parties to commemorate the general labor strike in the United States and events leading to the
Haymarket affair, which occurred in Chicago, Illinois, from May 1 May 4, 1886.[5][6]P. ]J. McGuire, Vice President of the American Federation of Labor, is frequently credited as the father of Labor Day in the United States.Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, diverse groups of trade unionists chose a
variety of days on which to celebrate labor. In the United States, a September holiday called Labor Day was first proposed in the early 1880s.Alternative accounts of the event's origin exist. Descendants of two men with similar last names claim their great-grandfather was the true father of the holiday.[7]According to one early history of Labor Day,
the event originated in connection with a General Assembly of the Knights of Labor convened in New York City in September 1882.[8] In connection with this clandestine Knights assembly, a public parade of various labor organizations was held on September 5 under the auspices of the Central Labor Union (CLU) of New York.[8] Secretary of the
CLU Matthew Maguire is credited for first proposing that a national Labor Day holiday subsequently be held on the first Monday of each September in the aftermath of this successful public demonstration.[2][7]An alternative theory maintains that the idea of Labor Day was the brainchild of Peter ]J. McGuire, a vice president of the Federation of
Organized Trades and Labor Unions, which was a predecessor of the American Federation of Labor. After a visit to Toronto where he saw parades celebrating labor that May,[9][10] had put forward the initial proposal in the spring of 1882.[4] According to McGuire, on May 8, 1882, he made a proposition to the fledgling Central Labor Union in New
York City that a day be set aside for a "general holiday for the laboring classes".[11] According to McGuire he further recommended that the event should begin with a street parade as a public demonstration of organized labor's solidarity and strength, with the march followed by a picnic, to which participating local unions could sell tickets as a
fundraiser.[11] According to McGuire he suggested the first Monday in September as an ideal date for such a public celebration, owing to optimum weather and the date's place on the calendar, sitting midway between the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving public holidays.[11]Labor Day picnics and other public gatherings frequently featured speeches
by prominent labor leaders.[12]In 1909, the American Federation of Labor convention designated the Sunday preceding Labor Day as "Labor Sunday", to be dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement.[2] This secondary date failed to gain significant traction in popular culture, although some churches continue to



acknowledge it.[13]The popularity of the event spread across the country. In 1887, Oregon became the first state of the United States to make Labor Day an official public holiday. By 1894, thirty U.S. states were already officially celebrating Labor Day. In that year, shortly after the Pullman Strike, the Congress passed a bill recognizing the first
Monday of September as Labor Day and making it an official federal holiday. President Grover Cleveland signed the bill into law on June 28.[14][4] The federal law, however, only made it a holiday for federal workers. As late as the 1930s, unions were encouraging workers to strike to make sure they got the day off.[15] All U.S. states, the District of
Columbia, and the United States territories have subsequently made Labor Day a statutory holiday.[16]Labor Day parade on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., c.1894The date of May 1 (an ancient European folk holiday known as May Day) emerged in 1886 as an alternative holiday for the celebration of labor, later becoming known as
International Workers' Day. The date had its origins at the 1885 convention of the American Federation of Labor, which passed a resolution calling for adoption of the eight-hour day effective May 1, 1886.[17] While negotiation was envisioned for achievement of the shortened work day, use of the strike to enforce this demand was recognized, with
May 1 advocated as a date for coordinated strike action.[17] The proximity of the date to the bloody Haymarket affair of May 4, 1886, further accentuated May First's radical reputation.[13]There was disagreement among labor unions at this time about when a holiday celebrating workers should be, with some advocating for continued emphasis of the
September march-and-picnic date while others sought the designation of the more politically charged date of May 1. Conservative Democratic President Grover Cleveland was one of those concerned that a labor holiday on May 1 would tend to become a commemoration of the Haymarket affair and would strengthen socialist and anarchist movements
that backed the May 1 commemoration around the globe.[18] In 1887, he publicly supported the September Labor Day holiday as a less inflammatory alternative,[19] formally adopting the date as a United States federal holiday through a law that he signed in 1894.[2]Since the mid-1950s, the United States has celebrated Loyalty Day and Law Day on
May 1. Unlike Labor Day, neither are legal public holidays (in that government agencies and most businesses do not shut down to celebrate them) and therefore have remained relatively obscure. Loyalty Day is formally celebrated in a few cities, while some bar associations hold Law Day events to celebrate the rule of law.[20][21]Labor Day is called
the "unofficial end of summer"[22] because it marks the end of the U.S. culture's nominal summer season. Of the 7% of Americans who take two-week vacations, many take their vacations during the two weeks ending Labor Day weekend.[23][24] Many fall activities, such as school and sports (particularly football), begin about this time.In the United
States, many school districts resume classes around the Labor Day holiday weekend (see First day of school). Some begin the week before, making Labor Day weekend the first three-day weekend of the school calendar, while others return the Tuesday following Labor Day. Many districts across the Midwest are opting to begin school after Labor Day.
[25]In the U.S. state of Virginia, the amusement park industry has successfully lobbied for legislation requiring most school districts in the state to have their first day of school after Labor Day, in order to give families another weekend to visit amusement parks in the state. The relevant statute has been nicknamed the "Kings Dominion law" after one
such park.[26] This law was repealed in 2019.[27]In the U.S. state of Minnesota, the State Fair ends on Labor Day. Under state law, public schools normally do not begin until after the holiday. One reason given for this timing was to allow time for schoolchildren to show 4-H projects at the Fair.[28]In U.S. sports, Labor Day weekend marks the
beginning of many fall sports. National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) teams usually play their first games that weekend,[29] and the National Football League (NFL) traditionally play their kickoff game the Thursday following Labor Day.[30] The Southern 500 NASCAR auto race has been held on Labor Day weekend at Darlington Raceway in
Darlington, South Carolina from 1950 to 2003 and since 2015.[31] At Indianapolis Raceway Park, the National Hot Rod Association hold their finals of the NHRA U.S. Nationals drag race that weekend.[32] Labor Day is the middle point between weeks one and two of the U.S. Open tennis championships, held in Flushing Meadows, New York.[33]In
fashion, Labor Day is (or was) considered the last day when it is acceptable to wear white[34] or seersucker.[35][36] The source of the tradition lies in part with the migration of wealthy 19th century New Yorkers back from their summer-home Newport Mansions and accompanying change back from summer clothes.[37] The traditional last day to
wear straw hats moved from around Labor Day (September 1) to September 15. In 1922, the Straw Hat Riot broke out due to gangs snatching the hats of men violating this rule in New York City. The unofficial beginning of summer, and the summer fashion season in the United States, is Memorial Day. In the 2020s, some people have approved of
wearing white year-round.[37]There are numerous events and activities organized in major cities. For example, New York offers the Labor Day Carnival, and fireworks over Coney Island.[38] In Washington, one popular event is the Labor Day Concert at the U.S. Capitol featuring the National Symphony Orchestra with free attendance.[39]To take
advantage of large numbers of potential customers with time to shop, Labor Day has become an important weekend for discounts and allowances by many retailers in the United States, especially for back-to-school sales. Some retailers claim it is one of the largest sale dates of the year, second only to the Christmas season's Black Friday.[40]Labor
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Encyclopedia. 1905.Retrieved from " 2Network of youth organizations in the United States"4H" redirects here. For other uses, see 4H (disambiguation).4-HOfficial 4-H emblemFormation19121914TypeYouth organizationLegal statusFederal governmental program administered through Land-grant university system in each state and
territoryPurpose"Engaging youth to reach their fullest potential while advancing the field of youth development."HeadquartersWashington, DC (offices in Kansas City, MO)Region served United States (affiliated programs worldwide)Membership6.5 million members in the United States, ages 5 to 21President and CEQ]Jill BrambleMain organNational
Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)Parent organizationUnited States Department of Agriculture (USDA)AffiliationsLand-grant university system, National 4-H CouncilWebsite4-h.org4-HStandard uniform colors for the 4 HScouting portal4-H is a U.S.-based network of youth organizations whose mission is "engaging youth to reach their fullest
potential while advancing the field of youth development".[1] Its name is a reference to the occurrence of the initial letter H four times in the organization's original motto head, heart, hands, and health, which was later incorporated into the fuller pledge officially adopted in 1927. In the United States, the organization is administered by the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 4-H Canada is an independent non-profit organization overseeing the operation of branches throughout Canada.[2] There are 4-H organizations in over 80 countries;[3][4] the organization and administration varies from country to country.The goal of 4-H is to
develop citizenship, leadership, responsibility and life skills of youth through experiential learning programs and a positive youth development approach. Though typically thought of as an agriculturally focused organization as a result of its history, 4-H today focuses on citizenship, healthy living, science, engineering, and technology programs. Clubs
in today's 4-H world consist of a wide range of options each allowing for personal growth and career success. The 4-H motto is "To make the best better", while its slogan is "Learn by doing" (sometimes written as "Learn to do by doing"). As of 2016, the organization had nearly 6million active participants and more than 25million alumni.[5]4-H boys
showing prize heifers at a 4-H Fair in Charleston, West Virginia, 19214-H Home demonstration agents in Florida in 19334-H Club member storing food she canned from her garden, Rockbridge County, Virginia, ca. 1942The foundations of 4-H began in 1902 with the work of several people in different parts of the United States. The focal point of 4-H
has been the idea of practical and hands-on learning, which came from the desire to make public school education more connected to rural life. Early programs incorporated both public and private resources. 4-H was founded with the purpose of instructing rural youth in improved farming and farm-homemaking practices. By the 1970s, it was
broadening its goals to cover a full range of youth, including minorities, and a wide range of life experiences.[6]A brochure for the 4-H Forestry ProgramDuring this time, researchers at experiment stations of the land-grant universities and USDA saw that adults in the farming community did not readily accept new agricultural discoveries. However,
educators found that youth would experiment with these new ideas and then share their experiences and successes with the adults. As a result rural youth programs became a way to introduce new agriculture technology to the adults.Club work began wherever a public-spirited person did something to give rural children respect for themselves and
their ways of life and it is very difficult to credit one sole individual.[7] Instances of work with rural boys and girls can be found all throughout the 19th century. In the spring of 1882, Delaware College announced a statewide corn contest for boys, in which each boy was to plant a quarter of an acre, according to instructions sent out from the college,
and cash prizes, certificates, and subscriptions to the American Agriculturist were rewarded.[8]In 1892, in an effort to improve the Kewaunee County Fair, Ransom Asa Moore, the president of the Kewaunee Fair, the Agricultural Society, and Superintendent of the Kewaunee County Schools in Wisconsin, organized a "youth movement", which he
called "Young People's Contest Clubs", in which he solicited the support of 6,000 young farm folks to produce and exhibit fruits, vegetables, and livestock.[9] The fairs were quite successful.[10] In 1904, while working for the University of WisconsinMadison and trying to repeat what he had accomplished in Kewaunee County over a decade before but
with different intentions, "Daddy" R.A. Moore convinced R.H. Burns, then Superintendent of Schools of Richland County, Wisconsin, to have the Richland County Boys and Girls organize and assist in a corn-project activity to help market and distribute improved seeds to the farmers in the state of Wisconsin (and beyond).[10]A. B. Graham began one of
the youth programs in Clark County, Ohio, in 1902, which is also considered one of the births of the 4-H program in the United States. The first club was called "The Tomato Club" or the "Corn Growing Club". T.A. "Dad" Erickson of Douglas County, Minnesota, started local agricultural after-school clubs and fairs also in 1902. Jessie Field Shambaugh
developed the clover pin with an H on each leaf in 1910, and, by 1912, they were called 4-H clubs.[11] Early 4-H programs in Colorado began with youth instruction offered by college agricultural agents as early as 1910, as part of the outreach mission of the Colorado land grant institutions.[12] The national 4-H organization was formed in 1914,
when the United States Congress created the Cooperative Extension Service of the USDA by passage of the Smith-Lever Act of 1914, it included within the CES charter the work of various boys' and girls' clubs involved with agriculture, home economics and related subjects.[13] The Smith-Lever Act formalized the 4-H programs and clubs that began
in the midwestern region of the United States. Although different activities were emphasized for boys and girls, 4-H was one of the first youth organizations to give equal attention to both genders (cf., erstwhile Boys Clubs of America).[14] The first appearance of the term "4-H Club" in a federal document was in "Organization and Results of Boys' and
Girls' Club Work," by Oscar Herman Benson (18751951) and Gertrude L. Warren, in 1920.[15][16] By 1924, the clubs were organized as 4-H clubs, and the clover emblem was adopted.[17] Warren expanded the scope of girls' activities under the program (promoting garment making, room decorating, and hot lunches), and wrote extensive training
materials.[18][15]The first 4-H camp was held in Randolph County, West Virginia. Originally, these camps were for what was referred to as "Corn Clubs". Campers slept in corn fields in tents, only to wake up and work almost the entirety of each day. Superintendent of Schools G. C. Adams began a boys' corn club in Newton County, Georgia, in 1904.
[19][20]4-H membership hit an all-time high in 1974 as a result of its popular educational program about nutrition, Mulligan Stew, shown in schools and on television across the country. Today, 4-H clubs and activities are no longer focused primarily on agricultural activities, instead emphasizing personal growth and preparation for lifelong learning.
Participation is greatest during the elementary school years, with enrollment in programs and activities peaking in the 4th grade.[citation needed]In the southern United States during the mid-1960s 4-H began to broaden its programming to cover life experiences unrelated to agriculture. It merged its segregated AfricanAmerican and white programs,
but full-fledged integration proved elusive. 4-H was successful in removing gender-based restrictions on participation.[21]The organization is funded by the USDA and by state and local governments.[22] The National 4-H Council's programs are also supported by a number of corporations including Google, Verizon, Microsoft, Land O'Lakes Inc., and
Tractor Supply Co.[23][24]Past Honorary Chairmen of Council have included U.S. Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, and Bill Clinton.[25][26]A newspaper clipping of 4-H club
members attending a convention in Georgia, 1950The 4-H pledge is:I pledge my head to clearer thinking,my heart to greater loyalty,my hands to larger service,and my health to better living,for my club, my community, my country, and my world.[27]Otis E. Hall wrote the original pledge of Kansas in 1918. Some California 4-H clubs add either "As a
true 4-H member" or "As a loyal 4-H member" at the beginning of the pledge. Minnesota and Maine 4-H clubs add "for my family" to the last line of the pledge.[28] Initially, the pledge ended in "and my country," but in 1973, "and my world" was added. It is a common practice to involve hand motions to accompany these spoken words. While reciting
the first line of the pledge, the speaker points to their head with both of their hands. As the speaker recites the second line, they place their right hand over their heart much like during the Pledge of Allegiance. For the third line, the speaker presents their hands, palm side up, before them. For the fourth line, the speaker motions to their body down
their sides. For the final line, the speaker usually places their right hand out for the club, left hand for the community, brings them together for the country, and then brings their hands upwards in a circle representing the world.4-H emblem in Oldham County in Vega west of Amarillo, TexasThe official 4-H emblem is a green four-leaf clover with a
white H on each leaf standing for Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. The stem of the clover always points to the right.The idea of using the four-leaf clover as an emblem for the 4-H program is credited to Oscar Herman Benson (18751951) of Wright County, Iowa. He awarded three-leaf and four-leaf clover pennants and pins for students' agricultural
and domestic science exhibits at school fairs.[29]The 4-H name and emblem had U.S. federal protection, previous under federal code 18 U.S.C. 707.[30] The federal protection made it a mark unto and of itself with protection that supersedes the limited authorities of both a trademark and a copyright. The Secretary of Agriculture is given
responsibility and stewardship for the 4-H name and emblem, at the direct request of the U.S. Congress. These protections placed the 4-H emblem in a unique category of protected emblems, also along with the U.S. Presidential Seal, Red Cross, Smokey Bear, and the Olympic rings.[31] Protections for the 4-H emblem were repealed by Title XI of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021.[32]Through the program's tie to land-grant institutions of higher education, 4-H academic staff are responsible for advancing the field of youth development.[1] Professional academic staff are committed to innovation, the creation of new knowledge, and the dissemination of new forms of program practice and
research on topics like University of California's study of thriving in young people. Youth development research is undertaken in a variety of forms including program evaluation, applied research, and introduction of new programs.Over 540,000 volunteer leaders help to coordinate the 4-H program at the county level. Volunteers plan and conduct 4-H
related activities, develop and maintain educational programs, or assist in fundraising. Activities include youth development programs, project groups, camps, conferences, or animal shows. The volunteers' goal is to help youth achieve greater self-confidence and self-responsibility, learn new skills, and build relationships.[33]Volunteers are directed
by 4-H's professional staff. The National 4-H Hall of Fame honors 4-H volunteers, extension professionals and staff employees, donors and others, according to a criterion of "significant impact on the 4-H program and/or 4-H members through the contribution of time, energy, financial resources, etc.".[34] The hall of fame was established in 2002 by
the National Association of Extension 4-H Youth Development Professionals (NAE4-HYDP).[35]A girl presenting her rabbit at the Calaveras County Fair in California 20164-H Afterschool helps 4-H and other youth-serving organizations create and improve programs for students in communities across the U.S. 4-H Afterschool is an extension-enhanced
program that:Offers youth a safe, healthy, caring and enriching environment.Engages youth in long-term, structured learning in partnership with adults.Addresses the interests of youth and their physical, cognitive, social and emotional needs.4-H Afterschool programs utilize experimental and cooperative learning activities and provide interaction
with competent adults. Results of retrospective pre/post-surveys indicate that children enrolled in the program showed life skill gain over time, and that gains on specific life skills differed as a function of age, gender, and ethnicity.The life skills gained through 4-H Afterschool give children the tools they need for perceiving and responding to diverse
life situations and achieving their personal goals. Participation in these quality programs which use experiential and cooperative learning have all been found to contribute to children's social development and academic success.[36]Debbie McDonald, who was the West Virginia state 4-H Leader at the time, poses with the newly relocated Camp Good
Luck marker (July 8, 2015).Each state runs its own camping program. The world's first 4-H camp was held in July 1915 on the Crouch family farm along the Tygart Valley River near Elkwater, West Virginia. The youth in attendance named the location Camp Good Luck.[37]The first state 4-H camp was held at Jackson's Mill outside of Weston, West
Virginia. 4-H camping programs in most states are run through land-grant institutions, such as Washington State University, which runs the Washington program, and Pennsylvania State University runs Pennsylvania's. The Georgia 4-H camping program has the largest youth center in the world, called Rock Eagle.On July 8, 2015, to mark the
centennial of 4-H camping, youth from Randolph County, West Virginia traveled back to the original Camp Good Luck site for a special commemoration and campfire program. A stone marker honoring Camp Good Luck had been placed adjacent to US 219 near the site, but was moved to a spot off of Bell Crouch Rd. for greater safety and accessibility
through the efforts of Randolph County 4-H volunteers and the West Virginia Division of Highways.Some states offer programs for youth in grades K-2 called Cloverbuds, Cloverkids, 4-H Adventurers, Primary Members, or Mini 4-H. Some states prohibit this age group from competition due to research in child development demonstrating that
competition is unhealthy for youth ages five to eight.[38]National Collegiate 4-H club emblemMany colleges and universities have collegiate 4-H clubs. Usually members are students who are 4-H alumni and want to continue a connection to 4-H, but any interested students are welcome. Clubs provide service and support to their local and state 4-H
programs, such as serving as judges and conducting training workshops. They are also a service and social group for campus students. The first collegiate 4-H club started in 1916 on the Oklahoma State University - Stillwater campus.Finding its roots in the early 4-H movement in West Virginia, the 4-H All-Star program strives to recognize and
challenge 4-H members and volunteers. State 4-H Club Leader William H. "Teepi" Kendrick sought to develop youth to "be yourself at your best" and to "make the best better" through a fourfold personal development pattern involving the head, hands, heart, and, at that time, hustle. It was with this philosophy, in collaboration with others, that the 4-
H emblem was born. In an attempt to harbor further individual growth, Kendrick recognized excellence with pins bearing one, two, three, and four H's. Recognition for outstanding participation was rewarded from 1917 to 1921 with trips to a Prize Winner's Course at West Virginia University. Members who demonstrated outstanding qualities at these
courses were awarded five-pointed red pins with five H's, with this additional H to symbolize honor. The recipients of these pins were referred to by Kendrick as "All Stars". It was following the pin consecration ceremony in 1919 that the official West Virginia 4-H All Stars organization was chartered, becoming the Alpha chapter of the nationwide 4-H
honorary.[39]The symbol of the All Stars is a red star enveloping a gemstone chip over the 4-H emblem. Each point of the star represents a pillar of character: "Beauty, Fortitude, Service, Truth, and Love".[40]Many states have All Star programs, although All Star programs vary from state to state. Selection as a 4-H All Star is a recognition of
achievement. In California for example, it is the highest achievement award at the county level and is a position awarded annually.[41] Similarly, the capstone award in Texas 4-H is the Gold Star Award, which is given to Seniors who have shown outstanding leadership and proficiency in their project areas.[42]In Virginia, on the other hand, All-Stars
are not simply those who have achieved an All-Star award, but are those who have gained membership into the Virginia All-Stars organization. After reaching the age of 15, 4-H members are eligible to apply for membership into the All-Stars organization, which promotes the continuation of 4-H principles.[43]This section about the organization's
conferences relies excessively on references to primary sources. Please improve this section about the organization's conferences by adding secondary or tertiary sources. Find sources:"4-H"news newspapers books scholar JSTOR (March 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this message)National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy Chase,
Maryland Many conferences are held at various levels of the 4-H program for youth and adults. The National 4-H Conference, which was held at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Maryland, until it was sold in 2021, is the USDA Secretary's premier youth development opportunity to engage youth in developing
recommendations for the 4-H Youth Development Program. The Conference still meets annually in and around Washington, DC. The 2024 National 4-H Conference will be held in Arlington, VA. [44]The National 4-H Congress is an annual educational conference that brings together 4-H delegates between the ages of 14 and 19 from across America to
share cultural experiences and discuss important issues facing youth. This five-day event is typically held during the weekend of Thanksgiving and has been hosted in Atlanta, since 1998. Throughout the conference, 4-H delegates attend numerous workshops, participate in community service activities, and listen to speakers in an effort to develop
compassion and increase social awareness.[45][46]Citizenship Washington Focus is a week-long conference offered for high school-aged students.[47] At the conference, students have the opportunity to learn how to be citizen leaders in their communities. Throughout the week in Washington, D.C., participants visit monuments, meet with members of
Congress, and develop communication, leadership and citizenship skills.The following national conferences are held yearly, and are focused on specific activities inside of 4-H:National 4-H Dairy Conference[48]Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup[49]Western National 4-H Horse Roundup[50]National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational
Match[51]National 4-H True Leaders in Equity Institute[52]National 4-H Youth Summit Series[53]STEM SummitHealthy Living SummitAgri-science SummitOther conferences are held by regional and state entities for youth, for volunteer development, or for professional development for staff. For many years, use of Native American names and certain
themed activities was part of the summer camping programs of some eastern states. However, the practice was considered to be offensive and protests were raised. A complaint to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Office of Civil Rights in 2002 and an ensuing investigation that threatened to cut off funds to the state's program[54] prompted the
West Virginia University Extension Service to abandon offensive and stereotypic practices such as face-painting, and use of imagery not a part of the culture of local Native people, such as tepees and totem poles.[54] They also eliminated the practice of having children wear feather headdresses, and stopped having campers engage in "stereotypical
motions and dances," including chanting "Ugh! Ugh! Ugh!". However, the state program deemed the dividing of campers into groups, called "tribes" named after actual Indian Nations, to be respectful and acceptable.[55] In the same year, the Virginia Extension Service removed all references to symbols or camp "traditions" related to Native
Americans, including the decades-long practice of dividing campers into "tribes" using names of nations considered native to Virginia, replacing the group names with animal names.[56]See also: List of notable 4-H alumniSome 4-H alumni credit the program with helping them in later life.[57]In 2021, Minnesota-based photographer R. J. Kern, along
with writer Alison Nordstrm, published The Unchosen Ones: Portraits of an American Pastoral. The book highlights portraits of dozens of youth, who spent a year raising and training their animal and then entered into a 4-H livestock competition, but were unsuccessful in winning the top award in their competitions, then revisits the same youth four
years later, and asked the young subjects what they had carried forward from their previous experience. [58]4-H Shooting Sports ProgramsBoy Scouts of AmericaGirl Scouts of the USAInternational Four-H Youth ExchangeNational Federation of Young Farmers' ClubsNational FFA Organization (formerly Future Farmers of America)”™ a b "The
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