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Why We Love It: A pre-shampoo treatment helps hydrate, detangle, and protect hair ahead of shampoo, where the deeply cleansing properties may feel drying to some hair types.This one by Olaplex also features their signature bond repair technology that helps repair the makeup of the hair strand from the inside out (as opposed to a protein
treatment that repairs just the surface of the hair). It has a creamy consistency that packs a huge punch, so you really get your moneys worth. Although it works for all hair types, it really does work for damaged curly hair. Who Its For: Color-treated, heat-damaged, chemically damaged, or mechanically damaged hair will love this pre-shampoo
treatment. Within ten minutes of application, it restores hydration to hair, making it much more manageable and strong before styling. Key Ingredients: Olaplex patented bis-aminopropyl diglycol dimaleate, ascorbic acid, aloe barbadensis leaf juice, and panthenol | Best For: Chemical, heat, styling damage, dryness, and weak, brittle hair | Size: 3.3,
8.5 0z Essence Wiley, beauty writer with type 4B hair: Ive fully committed to my bleach blonde balayage, and this pre-poo treatment has been my desert island hair product. It seriously helps my hair resist damage, which overall has helped me retain length and keep my hair healthy with extensive color treatments and heat styling. PHOTO:
Nordstrom$42 at Sephora$42 at Dermstore$42 at Ulta Why We Love It: One key to maintaining healthy curls is having the right shampoo that cleanses while protecting your strands. This nondrying formula left our testers scalp feeling squeaky clean (goodbye, dandruff and buildup) without stripping curls of natural moisture. Our tester found that
just two washes in the shower were enough to achieve an effective clean. The best part, though? It visibly defined curls, leaving them looking bouncy and vibrant. Who Its For: This product hydrates and cleanses by removing excess oils to maintain your natural curl pattern. While the price is a bit of a splurge, it does so much more than just cleanse.
The formula also protects against humidity, heat, and environmental damage, making it an all-around, multitasking shampoo. Key Ingredients: Jojoba oil, rice protein, sunflower seed oil, carob, long bean | Best For: Removing excessive oils and buildup to maintain natural curl pattern | Size: 8 oz PHOTO: InStyle PHOTO: InStyle Chantia, tester with
type 4C hair: The curls in my hair definitely looked more defined after seconds of letting the shampoo sit in there. I have been very focused on getting the curls in the front of my hair to be redefined, so this was a pleasant observation. Why We Love It: Similar to the effect of applying lotion to freshly-washed skin, a good conditioner is the first line of
defense against dryness, frizz, and breakage. After years of not properly taking care of her natural hair, this hybrid product revolutionized InStyle tester Talyas curly hair journey. It has a thick consistency that immediately adds moisture to the hair shaft (a nod to the blend of oils and butters in the formula), allowing curls to clump in their natural
formation. A dime-sized amount is enough to coat her medium-thick hair. Nourishment, slip, smootheningwhat more could you ask for in a conditioner? Who Its For: This is a great option for curly-haired folks with thick, coarse, dry, heat-damaged, or color-treated strands that require rich ingredients to retain moisture. Its packed with seed oils and
butters as well as hydrolyzed proteins to deeply treat the surface of the hair. As a three-in-one product, it can be used as a leave-in, co-wash, or conditioner, so theres great value for the price. Key Ingredients: Peptides, glycerin, cocoa seed butter, and jojoba seed oil| Best For: Color-Treated, dry, or hair damaged from heat, chemical, or physical
styling | Size: 6.7 oz Talya, tester with type 2B hair: This product is an instant salve for dry, frizzy, undefined curls. It smells great and lasts a long time. PHOTO: Ulta$16 at Amazon$17 at UltaView on Walmart Why We Love It: While most online beauty advice pushes the concept of moisture on people with curly hair, hydration should also be a
priority. Where hydration replenishes water to the hair shaft, moisture seals it in. Without hydration, moisture is really difficult to accomplish. This recent launch from Mielle rapidly restores hydration to dehydrated hair. It has amazing slip which cuts down detangling time significantly and only takes a couple of minutes to penetrate the hair (bye-bye,
three-hour wash days). Who Its For: This mask is perfect for on-the-go use because it works in a showers time. If you cant commit to a full-on deep conditioning routine, swipe this on, let it sit for five minutes, and rinse. The hero ingredients, kalahari melon and aloe vera, have a long history of maintaining the hair barriersay hello to soft, shiny curls!
Key Ingredients: Hyaluronic acid, butylene glycol, behentrimonium chloride, and fragrance | Best For: Instant hydration and detangling matted hair | Size: 12 oz Essence Wiley, writer with type 4B hair: No one deep conditioner has worked for me like this one. Usually, I have to mix several products to get the soft, detangled, hydrated results that this
mask gives me. I love how fast it works, too. PHOTO: Sephora$28 at Amazon$28$12 at Sephora$28 at Macy's Why We Love It: Pattern products consistently perform in our lab and real-world tests for their efficacy. This thick and creamy leave-in conditioner is super hydrating, a nod to the natural humectants like aloe and honey in the formula. It does
a great job of taming frizz, so much so that InStyle tester Michelle reaches for it after most wash days. She loves how well it primes the hair for other products like a cream or a mousse. Who Its For: Whether your hair naturally struggles to retain hydration (were talking to you, low porosity people) or youve experimented with heat, color, or styling
that has dried your hair out, this leave-in will restore balance to your hair. It does have biotin in it, so those with pre-existing conditions or sensitivities may want to double-check that it wont irritate their scalp. Key Ingredients: Aloe, honey, biotin, and jojoba oil | Best For: Soft hold, moisture, detangling thick or coarse hair | Size: 3, 9.8, 25 oz Michelle
tester with type 3C hair: A little goes a very long way and its a great way to tame frizz without having to apply too much. PHOTO: Sephora$32 at Amazon$32 at Sephora$32 at Ulta Why We Love It: The pioneer of bond-building hair products, Olaplex offers a slew of products that work to repair chemically damaged hair. This leave-in conditioner is
particularly formulated to soften, hydrate, and detangle. InStyle writer Isabel Bekele, who is a silk press loyalist, swears by it when shes wearing her hair curly. Its a creamy formula thats defining and nongreasy. Youre not limited to curly hair styling when you use it eitherit doubles as a heat protectant against up to 450 degrees. Who Its For: If
blowouts or silkpresses are your preferred way of styling your curly hair, no problemjust reach for this product every so often to combat some of the damage heat can cause. Its also a good option for people with excessive breakage and split ends, as the bond repair technology chemically strengthens the hair shaft. Key Ingredients: Bis-Aminopropyl
diglycol dimaleate, glycerin, and rice bran extract | Best For: Damage, dryness, split ends, heat protection, and shine | Size: 3.3 oz Isabel, tester with type 3C hair: It's truly a one-and-done product and eliminates the need to use anything else. I also love that it's lightweight, creamy, and smells clean and fresh. PHOTO: Amazon$30 at Amazon$30 at
SephoraView on Loveamika.com Why We Love It: Curl creams have the styling benefits of gel but with a softer hold for more organic-looking curls. This one from Amika is a fan favorite, earning placements among many beauty editors' top-shelf recommendations. The brand formulates it with sea buckthorn berry, a highly researched ingredient
containing over 190 biologically active compounds (including vitamins C, A, and E), and distributes deep moisture and nourishing protection. Who Its For: Alone, this will give your curls a loose, natural bounce, but you can also use it with a gel for added definition and longer-lasting frizz control. This product has a thick consistency, so use it sparingly.
Plus, who doesnt find joy in Amikas signature printed packaging? It instantly brightens up your bathroom counter. Be wary if youre sensitive to scent because this one is pretty strong. Key Ingredients: Sea buckthorn berry, oat peptide, tapioca starch | Best For: Dryness and defining curls with a looser, softer hold | Size: 6.7 oz Chantia, tester with type
4C hair: My hair appears smoother and less frizzy after using the curl cream, but it does not really add any shine. My hair does feel less brittle, for sure. The product was lightweight, and that's actually one of my favorite things about it. PHOTO: Aveda$14 at Amazon$36 at Nordstrom$36 at QVC Why We Love It: The reality is that all curly hair is
different. While intensely moisturizing creams and leave-ins may be king for some, for others, they weigh the hair down or cause product buildup. This cream is the perfect balance for senior beauty writer Tamim Alnuweiri. Though shes tried dozens, its the one shes consistently reached for over the last decade because of its minimal effort and
maximum effectiveness. After slathering its thin consistency all over her hair, shes left with baby-soft curls that are fluffy and nongreasy. Its proven to promote lasting hydration and definition. Plus, the ingredients are silicone-free, sulfate-free, and vegan. Who Its For: If you need a lightweight product that you can apply and go, this is the pick for you.
The formula includes peptides so that it wont irritate sensitive, itchy scalps. Key Ingredients: Peptides from hydrolyzed pea and vegetable protein, amino acids, and kokum seed butter | Best For: Hydration, definition, air dry curls | Size: 6.7 oz Tamim, beauty writer with type 3B hair: It's my safety blanket and a fail-safe for leave-in curl treatments. It
will never fail you, and your curls will always be soft but defined and voluminous. PHOTO: DevaCurl$32 at Amazon$32 at UltaView on Devacurl.com Why We Love It: This hair gel is made up of glycerin for hydration, panthenol for conditioning, methoxycinnamidopropyl hydroxysultaine for UV protection, and aloe vera juice for moisture. Though it has
a medium-thick consistency, its buildable, so you can use it to smooth and define your curls or slick your hair back into a low pony. It doesnt dry hair outin fact, it does the opposite by adding significant moisture and shine. The highlight is the lasting hold it provides (an entire 24 hours), so dont worry about over-manipulating your hair when wearing
sleek styles. Who Its For: Its no secret that slicked-back hair can be extremely convenient but also extremely damaging, especially if youre using a drying gel. This affordable styling product offers curly-haired people who enjoy a sleek ponytail peace of mind with its shine-inducing and hydrating properties. Key Ingredients: Aloe vera and pantenol |
Best For: Shine, sleek styling, strong hold on denser hair types | Size: 15.9 oz Essence, tester with type 4B hair (not pictured): Ive tried every kind of gel you can imagine, and nothing compares to this. It is extremely versatile, so I can use it for everything from definition to sleekness. Plus, it makes dull, dry hair super shiny and healthy-looking.
PHOTO: Amazon$46 at Amazon$46$25 at SephoraView on Gisou.com Why We Love It: Whether you stand by pre-poo treatments, scalp massages, or sealing your hair, no hair routine is complete without a handy hair oil. This one is a honey-infused, multipurpose option that locks in moisture, reduces frizz, and adds shine. According to the brand, you
can use it as a pre-styling or a finishing product,heat protectant, hair mask,and an overnight treatment, althoughInStyletester Christina-Lauren swears by it for heat-styling. She loves that it doesnt weigh hair down or make it feel sticky, despite the honey theme. Who Its For: Anyone can benefit from this editor-favorite product. The selling point is the
universality of the oil, no matter the hair type. Key Ingredients: Honey, sweet almond o0il, and coconut oil| Best For: Frizz control, heat protection, sealing style for longevity | Size: 1.7 oz PHOTO: InStyle PHOTO: InStyle Chrisitina-Lauren, tester with type 2 hair: It makes hair look healthier, shinier, and more lustrous. It not only truly hydrates strands,
but it also helps make hair more manageable. PHOTO: Target$15 at TargetView on Thedoux.com$15 at Walmart Why We Love It: A Black woman-founded and stylist-created brand, The Doux cuts through the noise of the natural hair product industry with its aptly-named, effective, no-nonsense lineup of products. The texture foam is a best seller
because of how well it adds slip, shine, and definition to the kinkiest of coils. The results are instant as soon as you apply them. It has a versatile hold, tooit can be used before heat styling or ahead of a protective style for lasting hydration. Who Its For: This is a lightweight product that makes detangling dull, dry hair a breeze. It performs well when
used for a single-product wash and go, twist out, or braid out. If you cant seem to find a product that makes styling your hair more manageable, this is one to try. Key Ingredients: Aloe, silk proteins, and vitamin E | Best For: Detangling, dullness, strong hold, and definition | Size: 7 oz PHOTO: InStyle PHOTO: InStyle Essence, tester with type 4 hair
(not pictured): This has been a game-changer in my routine as a lazy natural. Not only does it make my curls pop within minutes of applying it, but it helps them stay in place until my next wash day. Why We Love It: Baby hairs are the ultimate form of storytelling when it comes to hair styling. This is the edge control Wiley uses every day to keep her
stubborn hairs in place and sleek. Even with daily use, it rarely turns white or crusty, which is hard to come by with edge products. Wiley likes how it balances strong hold with a natural finish so her hair doesnt look cakey. Who Its For: Depending on your hair texture, your environment, and how much you sweat, a water-based edge control like this
one may not be durable enough to keep your hair in place for extended periods of time. Although Wiley has thick, coarse hair and sweats often, she has no issue with the product. Key Ingredients: Argan oil, water, and fragrance | Best For: Coarse, thick edges | Size: 0.85 oz Essence Wiley, writer with type 4b hair: When it comes to edge control, Ive
experimented with it all, and Im still paying for the repercussions of unhealthy gels and pomades. This one doesnt dry my hair out, nor does it cause breakage,andmy edges stay laid all day. PHOTO: Slip$132$110 at AmazonView on DermstoreView on Slip.com Why We Love It: A silk pillowcase is a must-have for any curly hair routine. When youre
only washing your hair every few days, youve got to make your style lastand sleeping on a silk pillowcase will help extend the life of your curls. As a fabric, silk is far less absorbent than cotton, allowing the natural oils in your hair (and in your skin care routine, for that matter) to stay on your strands surface. Using a silk pillowcase or a silk cap will
reduce friction and tangling while you sleep, says celebrity hairstylist Vernon Franois. Who Its For: Whether you shower at night or wake up with a serious case of bedhead, Slips extra soft silk ensures a frizz-free style by morning. Material: 100% silk | Best For: Extending the life of frizz-free curls between washes | Size: King Kaitlin, tester with frizzy
hair: I have noticed that the pillowcase has helped reduce frizz in my hair. I wash my hair at night, and the pillowcase helps it keep its shape. I do think the pillowcase has also helped reduce breakage and damage to my hair overnight. Why We Love It: Let this be your sign to get a round hair brush (you can thank us later). Made with a wooden handle
that provides a comfortable grip, this blow-dry brush is excellent at detangling curly and thick hair. It combines shorter boar bristles and longer silicone bristles that feel heavenly on the scalp and smooth curls to eliminate frizz. Our tester Alessandra, who has thick and curly hair, found that after running the Sisley Paris brush through her hair to
detangle, she could go back in with the same brush to define and form her curls, leaving them soft and bouncy. If you prefer a flat brush over a round brush, give the Tangle Teezer blowout brush a try. Who Its For: This round brush makes a great addition to your curly hair care arsenal if youre looking for something lightweight, gentle, and easy to
use. The bristles help smooth out frizzy hair while adding volume or defining your curls. Hair Type: All | Bristle Type: Boar | Barrel Material: Wood Alessandra, tester with type 3C hair:Once wet, and I worked from the bottom to the roots, it glided through my hair very easily. I didnt feel much resistance even when twisting the brush in my hair to
make the curls. Why We Love It: This hair straightener proves that sometimes, more really is more. Featuring four (yes, four!) plates with advanced heat control, it minimizes the number of passes needed to go from curly to straight. It has 30 adjustable heat settings, and our tester loved that the dual plates let her customize the temperature for each
section. The result? Each pass leaves hair smooth without that pesky crimping effect. InStyle tester Kimberly, who has thick 3A and 3B hair, found that setting one plate to 410 degrees and the other to 250 degrees gave her sleek, frizz-free results in under 25 minutes. Who Its For: If youre looking to achieve a sleek hairstyle with minimal damage, we
think you two should meet. While the straightener feels bulky, the unique four-plate design helps cut styling time in half thanks to the 30 different heat settings. Plate Width: 4.5 inches | Plate Material: Ceramic titanium | Max Temperature: 455 degrees | Cord Length: 9 feet PHOTO: InStyle PHOTO: InStyle Kimberly, tester with type 3A hair: I loved
the way my hair looked after straightening! It's sleek and somehow managed to tame my postpartum baby hairs without making it look too ironed or creased. PHOTO: Ulta$189 at Amazon$189 at Nordstrom$189 at Ulta Why We Love It: We love a hair tool thats effective and visually appealing. Keisha Kerr, a Toronto-based stylist specializing in curly
hair, highlighted Pattern as one of her favorite brands because of its emphasis on hair health specifically as it relates to textured hair. Designed with curls, coils, and textured hair in mind, this blow-dryer and its four attachments impressed our tester with how quickly it dried her thick hair. Equipped with an ion generator, it left her hair smooth,
lightweight, and voluminous after just one session. She especially appreciated the cool-shot button, which instantly cuts off the heat to lock in your style and the tools powerful airflow. Who Its For: While the dryer works for all hair types, it's especially beneficial for textured hair thanks to the ion generator that smooths cuticles. You can use its curly
hair-specific attachments, like the wide-tooth comb and diffuser, to dry your curls without manipulating their natural pattern. Heat Settings: 2 | Speed Settings: 3 | Wattage: 1,875 W | Attachments: Brush, wide-tooth comb, diffuser, and concentrator nozzle PHOTO: InStyle PHOTO: InStyle Samantha, tester with type 4A curls: The airflow is strong, but
not too hot, which I think was perfect for my curly hair. I don't like to apply too much heat when I'm diffusing my hair because then it causes frizz. PHOTO: Amazon$38 at Amazon$38 at Sephora$22 at Ulta Why We Love It:When we have extra time on Sunday, or our hair needs some TLC, this Ouaihair maskis our go-to. The repairing formula is like a
tall glass of water for your curls. It hydrates, fights frizz, and strengthens without leaving your hair feeling heavy. The mask left our testers hair silky after one use and kept it soft until the next wash. Plus, the smell is intoxicatingsomething that Ouai manages to do all too well. Who Its For:This mask is so thick that you only need about two quarter-
sized dollops to cover long, curly hair. While this product doesnt replace yourconditioner, its thick, moisturizing formula can definitely be used in place of it occasionally. Key Ingredients:Shea butter, panthenol, hydrolyzed keratin |Best For:Hydration, taming frizz, repairing damage for smoother hair |Size:8 oz Emma, tester with 3B hair:My hair was
like silk after rinsing out the mask. I noticed an improvement in moisture and smoothness after using it. After conducting hundreds of tests on everything from hair mousses to flat irons, the InStyle team dug through the insights to find the top-performing products for curly hair. With the help of several testers who have different hair textures, we
compiled insights on the hair products that performed best on curly hair to determine which ones left strands feeling healthy, smooth, and nourished. Of course, we considered how each of these products performed: whether it alleviated frizz, if it was easy to use, whether it tugged or damaged hair, and if it enhanced the natural curl pattern. After
evaluating each products performance, we decided on the 17 best curly hair products.Ingredients: When selecting a shampoo for wavy hair types, Franois recommends using sulfate-free options. He also advises looking for hydrating ingredients like argan, coconut, grapeseed, and shea butter. However, Franois notes that it's important to consider the
whole formula rather than individual ingredients. Curls behave differently on different days depending on factors like when you last washed your hair, how youve been wearing it, how much water, vitamins, minerals, and healthy oils you consume, your genetics, and more, he says. Getting to know your hair and what it responds to best can be a
lifelong journey.Styling Needs: How you wear your hair, where you part it, how much volume you prefer, and if you opt for protective styles will all determine varying needs from your styling products. Depending on whether you air-dry your hair or use heat, choose a product made for air-drying or a heat protectant. A cream will provide a looser hold
for softer curls, while a gel will give you greater definition and tighter frizz control. For best practice, no matter your styling preferences, Franois advises treating your hair with deep conditioning every week. Also, dont skip your six-month trim from your trusted (curl-specializing!) hairdresser.Curl Pattern: There are different types of curls, so getting
a product thats right for you is important to really enhance your style and embrace the individuality of your curl pattern, says Garfinkel. Curly hair needs more support to enhance the shape it already has. Whether you have loose waves or ultra-tight coils, your personal hair texture will dictate the kinds of products you should be using and the hold
youll require for certain styles. Get to know the curl chart and discover your own curl type. If your texture is more in the 4C category, you might require more moisture-rich products, like a good shampoo and conditioner for dry hair. 2A/B/C: Beachy waves to loose curls. Loose wave (A), S shaped waves (B), very well-defined, tight waves (C)3A/B/C:
Looser to tighter ringlets. Large, loose curls (A), springy curls (B), tighter (C)4A/B/C: Tight ringlets to a kinky, coily texture. Springy, defined S shape (A), Z-shaped coils (B), zig-zag, springy coils (C) Franois recommends finger coiling to encourage curl definition. Do this when hair is 80 percent dry, then leave it to finish drying. When fully dry, gently
separate the twisted sections, then slide fingers up the back of the head and fluff up from the roots. Finally, flip mid to long-length hair from side to side, forward and back to boost volume, and part at the highest point of your eyebrow arch. I use the pads of my fingertips, thumbs, and palms on dry hair, working from the ends upwards towards the
roots, stopping to massage out any knots or tangles along the way, explains Franois. He advises to section the hair first. Personally, I detangle while in the shower with conditioner in my hair, using my fingers and a gentle wide-tooth comb. Technically, sure, especially if your straight hair tends to be extra thick or moisture-deprived, or if you live in an
arid climate. However, Kerr advises against it. Curly hair products tend to be more moisture-forward and heavier compared to products for straight hair, which may leave straight hair weighed down, she explains. Using products designed for curly hair on straighter textures can become too moisturizing, resulting in a greasy effect. Chaise Sanders is a
beauty and fashion editor with 4B hair and several years of experience as a beauty, fashion, and lifestyle writer. For this story, she dug through hundreds of insights from InStyle testers and interviewed the following experts, who explained the best products and methods for curly hair types. Vernon Franois is a Los Angeles-based celebrity hairstylist,
curl expert, and educator with his own hair care line.Michaella Garfinkel is a New York-based hairstylist with 3A curls who assists with celebrity hair styling.Keisha Kerr is a Toronto-based hairstylist specializing in curly hair care. Essence Wiley is a fashion and beauty writer for InStyle. As someone with type 4 hair, shes well-versed in curly hair
products and is always looking for the actual products that work. She updated this story with insights from InStyle editors after testing several of the products herself. While the "I woke up like this" look has never been cooler, those of us with curly or wavy hair know that it's not as effortless as it sounds. While genetics determine curl formation, the
key to creating shiny, bouncy, static-free tresses is finding products that are specifically formulated to provide hydration and create definition. We've scoured the beauty aisle to find the highest-rated curl productsfrom styling creams to smoothing oils and leave-in conditionersfor every curl type, hair concern, and budget. Most of our picks were rated
by Byrdie testers, who used them at home to see how well they lived up to their claims. We then combined our intel with industry expertise and advice from expert stylists Leigh Hardges and Larry King. The result: A treasure trove of hero products to guide you on your curl journey, no matter where you are on your path to hair goals.Choosing the
Right Products for Your CurlsCurly hair comes in many forms but is often categorized into three main types: wavy, curly, and coily, with subcategories representing curl tightness. Knowing your specific curl pattern is the first step in finding the products that help you have more good hair days. Wavy Hair: For loose curls and waves, reach for
lightweight products like mousse, leave-in conditioners, and styling milks, which add definition without weighing down your hair. A texturizing spray with natural ingredients like sea salt can boost volume and create that coveted beachy look, all while keeping your hair hydrated. Curls & Coils: Tighter curls and coils crave moisture-rich products like
deep conditioners and rich styling creams. Look for ingredients like shea butter, coconut oil, and hyaluronic acid these hydration heroes help lock in moisture and prevent frizz. Lightweight gels can also be your friend, providing strong hold and definition for your dense curls and coils without feeling crunchy or stiff. PHOTO: BriogeoView on Ulta$24
at Sephora$24 at UltaWhat We LikeMoisturizingHelps define curlsLong-lasting resultsNatural formulaNo flakingWhat to ConsiderBottle could be larger for the price Hair Type: Wavy, curly, coily | Size: 6 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Coming in at the top of our list is this leave-in cream from Briogeo, which works double duty to both define and humidity-
proof your curls. The formula is infused with rice amino acids and avocado oil to help your hair retain moisture and reduce static, and the creamy texture is lightweight and doesnt ever flake or feel sticky. Also nice? This cream is made with 96 percent naturally-derived ingredients and contains no dyes or silicones, so its safe to use on all hair types.
Byrdie contributor Bianca Lambert took it for a spin and gave it a perfect five-star rating. My curls were not only soft to the touch but defined, and the moisture lasted all week, she writes. Needless to say, she was impressed. PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Ulta$11$9 at Amazon$13 at Ulta$11 at
TargetWhat We LikeStrengthensSustainably produced formula with ethically-traded ingredientsDetanglesWhat to ConsiderHard to get product out of bottle Hair Type: Curly, coily | Size: 8 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Coconut oil is this leave-in conditioners secret ingredient, working to detangle and hydrate. Ideal for letting your hair air dry, its a major
time saver. Curls are left soft and swingy, protected from static and humidity. The natural formula includes ethically-traded ingredients that are also sustainably produced. "This is a tried and true styling product that never disappoints me. Creamy styling milks always leave my curls ultra-hydrated and defined. And this one does just that," confirms
Byrdie editor Olivia Hancock. PHOTO: Sephora$44 at Amazon$44 at SephoraView on Kerastase-usa.comWhat We LikeGentleNice scentSulfate-freeWhat to Consider Hair Type: Curly| Size: 8.5fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes This shampoo formula checks all of the curly hair shampoo boxes. Its sulfate-free, first and foremost, so you dont have to worry about it
stripping away your natural moisture. The creamy formula cleanses super gently, and it contains hydrating ingredients (manuka honey and ceramides) to keep your curls in tip-top shape. Plus, its a good option for wavy, curly, or very curly hair. PHOTO: Amazon$26 at AmazonView on BloomingdalesView on Ag.careWhat We LikeMoisturizingReduces
staticNo sticky or stiff residueWhat to ConsiderMay weigh down finer hair types Hair Type: Curly, coily | Size: 6, 12 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes As the name suggests, this curl-friendly gel formula helps define, strengthen, and moisturize coils so they look and feel their best. It's not overly heavy on the hair, and it's a salt-free formula which helps to make
it less drying. "I really loved how my curls looked after I finished drying my hair, but this isn't a product I could use solo since it didn't hold my 4C coils and may have contributed to flakes," says product tester Bianca Lambert. "But I think for wavy, curly hair types, the AG Hair Curl Re:Coil Curl Activator would give the perfect amount of hold and
hydration." To use, apply a small amount to damp hair and dry it as usual. Then, wait for the compliments to roll in. PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Amazon$18 at AmazonView on Alodiahaircare.comWhat We LikeNaturally-derived fragranceNon-stickyWhat to ConsiderMay not combine well with other hair
products Hair Type: Curly | Size: 8 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: No A gel that defines your curls without leaving them dry and flaky? Yes, please! This hydrating cream-gel hybrid adds shine, moisture, and hold without any of the stickiness or stiffness associated with gels. Its great when you want to wash-and-go or for styles, such as buns and ponies. It works
equally well on wavy, curly, and coily textures. View on Ulta$26 at Amazon$26 at UltaWhat We LikeMoisturizingHelps define curlsReduces staticWhat to ConsiderNot heavy enough to prevent shrinkage Hair Type:Coily|Size:5 fl. oz |Cruelty-Free:Yes Think of this curl cream as nutrient-rich food for your curly hair. It's ideal for tight curls, and it's
formulated with sweet almond oil to keep them nourished. It coats every last coil with intense moisture to eliminate static and dryness. Instead, your curls will look instantly defined and feel super soft. "It had a pretty good slip and glided onto my coils with ease," adds product tester Bianca Lambert. "I loved my curls definition, especially at the front
of my head, where my curls are loosest." PHOTO: BYRDIE / BIANCA LAMBERT PHOTO: Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Amazon$36 at Amazon$36$16 at Sephora$16 at NordstromWhat We LikeLightweightHelps define curlsRestores hair elasticityReduces staticWhat to Consider Hair Type: All | Size: 2.5, 8.5 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Having fine hair and
curls can be tough since many defining creams can weigh them down. But not this gem from Moroccanoil. The featherweight formula is infused with argan oil to calm static and refine ringlets, all without ever feeling greasy or sticky. It works its magic to bring on the bounce for all curl types, from waves to tight coils. Plus, it restores elasticity,
making hair more manageable."I think for those with wavy to loose curly hair types, this product is worth a try," says product tester Bianca Lambert. PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Walmart$180$150 at AmazonView on AmazonView on Devacurl.comWhat We LikeHelps define curlsReduces staticFits most
commercial hair dryersWhat to ConsiderBulky design can make it difficult to use Hair Type: Wavy, curly, coily When you have curly hair, you may find that the hair dryer can be your enemy. For instance, if you apply too much heat, you could contribute to a damaged, staticky result. But now there's an entire industry around maintaining healthy curls,
resulting in products like this diffuser. It attaches to the end of your hairdryer (try ionic dryers to cut drying time in half) and coaxes stunning ringlets out of hair. "As someone who has a difficult time keeping my hands off my head as I dry my curls in an attempt to get to my roots, I love this design," adds product tester Bianca Lambert. PHOTO:
Byrdie / Bianca Lambert PHOTO: Byrdie / Joy Kim PHOTO: Amazon$29 at Amazon$17 at Target$15 at WalgreensWhat We LikeDetanglesDoubles as a leave-in or rinse-out productHas great slipWhat to Consider Hair Type: Wavy, curly, coily | Size: 8 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Say goodbye to knots that lead to breakage and grow your hair longer and
stronger with this herbal conditioner, which is formulated with organic ingredients like slippery elm, marshmallow root, lemongrass, and mango fruit extract. The name says it all: Those with kinky curly hair know that wash day can be a time-consuming task, but the slip in this moisturizing product makes detangling a breeze by smoothing the cuticle
and removing knots. Use it as a traditional rinse-out conditioner for those with waves and loose curls, or try it as a leave-in for those with tighter textures. PHOTO: Amazon$30 at Amazon$26 at Walmart$27 at Ecosmetics.comWhat We LikeReduces staticMoisturizingLightweightWhat to ConsiderDoesn't add volume or lift Hair Type: All | Size: 4.4 fl. oz
| Cruelty-Free: No Another great way to tame coarse, flyaway hair is to use a relaxing balm. This one by Phyto helps to loosen the curls so they start to straighten, but not so much so that you lose texture or volume. You'll love thelightweight consistency that won't leave your hair feeling greasy. PHOTO: Amazon$12 at Amazon$15 at Ulta$12 at
WalmartWhat We LikeAffordableMulti-tasking formulaDoesn't strip hairWhat to ConsiderMay leave hair looking a bit greasy Hair Type: All | Size: 8.45 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Celebrity hairstylist Kristin Ess (known for her work with Lauren Conrad, Lucy Hale, and more) has a line of affordable, high-quality hair products that we recommend giving a
try, and this co-wash is at the top of the list. Rather than using traditional shampoo, this hydrating formula cleanses, detangles, and softensall without stripping curls of their natural moisture. (Oh, and its choice for combating static, too.) And while its ideal for those with curly hair, this is a great option for anyone whose hair is on the drier side.
PHOTO: Bounce$44 at AmazonView on Bouncecurl.comWhat We LikeNice scentNatural formulaLightweightWhat to ConsiderCan cause buildup if used too oftenPeach scent may be too strong for some Hair Type: Curly | Size: 8 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Give your hair some extra love with this deep conditioning treatment, which boasts a clean formula
filled with natural and plant-based ingredients. The stars of the show are oils (sunflower seed and baobab seed) that add a hefty dose of moisture but are still lightweight enough that they wont weigh down your hair. Also nice: Leave it on for five to 10 minutes to reap those deep conditioning benefits. If youre in a rush, you can also use it as a
traditional conditioner. Bonus points for the light, peach scent, which is naturally derived. PHOTO: Sephora$12 at Amazon$29$12 at Sephora$28 at UltaWhat We LikeNice scentMulti-tasking formulaWhat to ConsiderThick consistency may make it harder to distribute evenly Hair Type: Curly | Size: 9.8 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Actress Tracee Ellis
Ross created Pattern specifically to fulfill the unique needs of those with curly hair. All of the products consistently pull in rave reviews, but if youre going to try just one, make it this leave-in, a true hero SKU that gets tons of five-star reviews. It hydrates, seals in moisture, and detangles while also helping to enhance curl definition. "It softens and
defines curls in just one steppretty revolutionary for someone who typically uses a slew of other curl-defining products as well," says senior social media editor Star Donaldson. Top tip: Apply it all over while hair is still soaking wet. PHOTO: Byrdie / Irianna Mendoza PHOTO: Byrdie / Irianna Mendoza PHOTO: Amazon$20 at Amazon$15 at
WalmartWhat We LikeAffordableMulti-tasking formulaHydratingWhat to Consider Hair Type: Curly| Size: 8fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: No Okay, so you dont need to use a pre-wash treatment, but it can be a good way to give your curls a little extra care. Whats unique about this one is a proprietary blend of proteins specifically meant to target the needs of
curly hair (which, FYI, has a different composition of proteins than straight hair). Work this into wet hair and let it sit for five to 10 minutes to do its thingnamely strengthen, moisturize, soften, detangle, and elongate your curlsthen shampoo and condition as usual. PHOTO: Amazon$34 at Amazon$34 at Sephora$34 at UltaWhat We LikeAdds
shineMoisturizingLightweightSilicone-freeWhat to ConsiderDoesn't provide heat protectionCan make hair greasy if you use too much Hair Type: Curly | Size: 1.7 fl. oz | Cruelty-Free: Yes Make this fast-absorbing finishing oil the final step of your styling routine. Just a few drops help to smooth and fight static while also adding mirror-like shinefor all
curl types. Credit a blend of five different oils, plus the fact that the formula is silicone-free, so you dont ever have to worry about it weighing down your hair.Make sure its curly hair-specific: First and foremost, make sure you choose a product thats specifically formulated for curly hair. It sounds obvious, but because curly hair is so different, using
curl-specific products, including a hair dryer made for curly hair, if you use one, is paramount.Moisturizing ingredients: Hydrating ingredients are your curls best friend (think glycerin, shea butter, and natural oils). Because curly hair is naturally more prone to dryness than straight hair, the more hydration you can pack into your curly hair routine,
the better. That being said, while curls do need a little extra care, they also need some downtime. Curly hair needs lots of attention, but it also needs to just be left alone. It thrives with the least amount of styling and manipulation, notes Hardges. In other words, style them and then leave them alonethe less you touch and mess with them, the
better.Ingredients to avoid: While curly hair thrives on certain ingredients, there are a few you might want to skip or be mindful of when browsing hair products.Sulfates: Cleansing agents that can strip away natural oils and leave hair prone to breakage.Alcohols: Skip products with ingredients like ethanol, propanol, or alcohol denat, that can dry out
your hair.Silicones: Silicones coat strands to maximize smoothness and shine, but they can build up over time, making curls appear limp. If you choose to use a product that contains silicones, opt for a dimethicone or cyclomethicone, and clarify your hair regularly to remove buildup.Artificial fragrances: Artificial scents can irritate your scalp. If youre
prone to sensitivity, consider fragrance-free products or those scented with natural essential oils.FAQThe follicles on the scalp that house the strand as it grows are flat and elliptical, which causes the hair strand to curl as it grows, explains Leigh Hardges, stylist at Maxine Salon in Chicago. Further, that difference in shape is largely why curly hair
needs more moisture and hydration; it makes it harder for the scalps naturally moisturizing oils to travel down the hair shaft.This also means it's more susceptible to the negative effects of hard water.According to hairstylist Larry King, those with curly hair should apply most products while the hair is still wet. Static begins as the hair dries, so
keeping your products in the shower will give you the most defined results. Start with a curl cream, then scrunch a blob of mousse through the lengths to keep the curls defined and static-free.Curly hair only needs a few key products to thrive; dont overdo it, or you might weigh your natural texture down. Other than shampoo and conditioner (or co-
washing or whichever method works best for you), all you need is the aforementioned curl cream and mousse, as well as a refreshing spray to keep definition and bounce between washes and hairspray to hold any styling. Any other products are up to your individual needs. Team Byrdie worked with experts to help inform this story: Leigh Hardges is a
stylist at Maxine Salon in Chicago. She has been trained in hair-cutting at Vidal Sassoon Academy and has over 15 years of professional experience.Larry King is a stylist and the founder of London-based Larry King salons and Larry King Haircare. Byrdie contributor Melanie Rud has over a decade of experience in the beauty industry, writing for some
of the biggest magazines and websites out there. She considered dozens of products for this roundup, researched peer-reviewed journals, and consulted our testing insights. Our product testers tried some of the top-rated products for weeks at a time, taking note of how well they delivered results, particularly hydrate and create curl definition, as well
as any extra product features.Byrdie takes every opportunity to use high-quality sources, including peer-reviewed studies, to support the facts within our articles. Read our editorial guidelines to learn more about how we keep our content accurate, reliable and trustworthy.Gavazzoni Dias MF. Hair cosmetics: An overview.Int J Trichol. 2015;7(1):2. doi:
10.4103/0974-7753.153450Gavazzoni Dias MF. Hair cosmetics: An overview.Int J Trichol. 2015;7(1):2. doi: 10.4103/0974-7753.153450As an affordable top-tier brand, there are so many Mielle products that could have made this list but the strengthening oil just took the crown. This viral oil may have started the rosemary oil trend for hair growth but
it is anything but a fad. The versatile oil is light enough to be left on the scalp, particularly around the edges, as well as being a perfect finishing product to lock other products into your tresses, without feeling greasy. Packed with essential oils to stimulate circulation to the scalp and encourage growth, it also leaves your curls feeling silky soft and
strong. Its the only oil youll need in your kit for pre-shampoo treatments, soothing the scalp with protective styles, and using as a leave-in styler. For finer and looser textures, it also now comes in a light formula.Back to topA hair shop classic that never goes out of style, premium brands havent been able to compete with this gel. If youre slicking back
your hair for an up-do or a simple bun, there really is no rival. Delivering the perfect amount of hold, without the crunchy look, this product means you dont have to be terrified of applying too much, unlike so many other gels. The best part? Despite its impressive hold,if you only use a small amount, by the next day, the product will have softened and
largely melted away, enabling you to style your hair again, without having to wash it. Instead, simply top up with more or brush through and switch up your hair to another style.2 from Lookfantastic.comBack to topThis hair and scalp mask can revive even the saddest of frazzled tresses after just one use. It features the brands hero ingredient: anagain
a powerful phytonutrient derived from pea shoots that stimulates growth from the follicle and slows down shedding. Its also packed with intensely conditioning panthenol, for instant and long-lasting hydration for your tresses. It works miracles on all hair types and is light enough to use bi-weekly. It targets growth, delivering strong hydrated hair to
minimise breakage while feeding the follicles at the scalp.Pop it on after shampooing and conditioning, then don a plastic shower cap, if you have one, to really get it cooking. Dont be alarmed by the green hue we promise it doesnt stain. A little goes a very long way once you comb it through with a Tangle Teezer, so, start slow and add more, if
needed.11 from Lookfantastic.comBack to topThis quick-absorbing conditioning cream works across all hair types. Its perfect as a stand-alone leave-in for waves and loose curls and works well in combination with richer products for kinks and coils. It derives its hydration-boosting abilities from rice milk and oils such as macadamia seed, meanwhile,
elm bark delivers excellent slip for detangling, without coating the hair in anything heavy. What makes it stand out from similar products is it leaves you with soft, shiny, deeply nourished curls that dont look like theres any product there at all. It strikes a balance that gives the hydration of a much richer product, with the formula of a lightweight one.
As with all Camille Rose products, it smells absolutely divine, too. 8 from Lookfantastic.comBack to topA healthy scalp is essential for healthy hair, and this weekly shampoo will deliver just that. Our scalp goes through a lot with pollution and products, so, this scrub uses charcoal to detoxify and draw out impurities, clarifying your follicles, so they can
do their job and give you long, luscious, full hair. And boy do you feel it your whole head feels refreshed. It also uses a combo of peppermint, spearmint and tea tree 0il to create a cooling effect and reduce any irritation or flakiness. Lots of clarifying or detoxifying shampoos feel stripping but, with panthenol and coconut oil being included, along with it
being sulphate-free, this gives a deep clean with a boost of hydration instead.Back to topAnyone who wondered what business Beyonc has making hair products would have all doubts silenced once they tried the singers Ccred products. A stand-out favourite is the moisturising hair lotion its the kind of product that cuts your styling routine down to one
step. Somehow, it manages to hydrate, nourish split ends and de-frizz, all while giving curls the hold of a lightweight gel. When first applying the watery formula, you may think it hasnt done much but, once your hair dries, youll be amazed. Its on the pricier end of the spectrum but, if it cuts your leave-in routine down to one product, you may just find
its worth the price tag. With cautious expectations, it turned out to be one of the best leave-in options weve ever used. Its worth it for the shine alone.Back to topThis Black British female-founded brand is a small independent company that seriously holds its own, trumping the heavyweights. There are just three variants eight for looser or finer curls;
ten (25, Jimandhenry.com) for thicker coily hair; and ten pro (28, Jimandhenry.com) for ultimate nourishment and you may not find this leave-in conditioner on your favourite retailers sites, but you will find it in the stash of many Afro-hair specialists and content creators. With all-natural ingredients, this product goes back to the basics, with the
number in the name representing how many ingredients are included. So, yes, just eight, in this case. Your hair will react to this wholesome organic concoction like nothing before. The rich cream coats your hair and may feel heavy at first but your strands will drink up the product for a next-level transformation and the happiest hair of your life. Back
to topTheres a reason everyone raves about this product it launched the brand to curly haircare fame, after all. Whether you use it as a fast-acting five-minute deep conditioner or leave it on for a 30-minute super-charged treatment, it transforms hair into supple, manageable tresses that feel deeply fortified and rejuvenated. As soon as you rinse, youll
feel the difference in your hair texture and that holds through after drying, too. Expect smooth cuticles, sealed ends and a juicy shine, with hydration that lasts for days.Back to topThe first thing that hits you when you open this product is the sweet candy-like smell thats delicious without being sickly. The cream can be combed through the hair for a
hydrating leave-in, raked through and scrunched into curls for a soft hold, or applied before a twist-out or braid-out, to give you a gentle hold and defined results, and never is it heavy on the hair. While the initial hydration boost is impressive, the results over time might be more so. Thanks to ingredients such as quinoa protein, youll find your strands
feeling stronger and bouncier, and it can really bring back a damaged curl pattern, restoring form and shape. Back to top As easy as it sounds, sometimes the perfect set of curls can be one of the hardest things to achieve without having certain products to make hair curly. Every curly girl is after a well-defined ringlet, but sometimes our curls just
dont seem to be having a good day. Frizzy, barely defined, or plagued by limpness are some of the worst characteristics that bad curly hair days can have.Trying out every hack in the book is growing old, and were becoming tired of using a hot styling tool to awaken those one or two tired coils. But trust us; things get easier when you employ the right
products.Keep scrolling to find out our favorite products that help make hair curly. Products for Flawless Curls Read on to discover the best products to try to make your hair curly:Enhance those curls. Photo credit: Craig AlexanderStyling Products to Make Hair Curly From runway to the real way! Get the coveted wavy looks from the catwalk right at
home. Suave Curl Defining Cream is great for achieving gorgeous curls. The formula is infused with sunflower seed and jojoba oils to provide hold and control for bouncy, defined curls and waves. Sculpt it through your hair, air-dry or diffuse, and urge in those bends.Shampoo to Make Hair Curly When it comes to selecting the top products to make
hair curly, definition is key. But maybe your whole hair care routine is out of whack. Try altering your current regimen with products that will work to get the curl you want from start to finish. Start off with SheaMoisture Coconut & Hibiscus Curl & Shine Shampoo and Conditioner. This set uses coconut and neem oil to help hydrate your thirsty curls
and reduce breakage.Hair Cream to Make Hair Curly We love a hair cream that not only makes your hair curly but comes along with many other positive benefits too. SheaMoisture Manuka Honey Hydrate + Repair Whipped Curl Cream is great for curly-haired girls, especially those with natural hair too. In addition to defining your curls, it provides a
light hold and even helps repair damaged strands by hydrating and strengthening them to reduce breakage.Styling Products for Second-Day Curly Hair To help to revive second-day waves and curls, use Suave Hair Refresher Dry Shampoo. If your curls or waves become limp or flat, use this product to help bring life back to them. Just spritz it onto
your hair and use your fingers or curling iron to reshape curls. Products to Go from Straight to Curly Looking to add texture and make your strands more curly? Check out these products below. TRESemm Flawless Curls Extra Hold Mousse If youre a straight-haired gal looking for some natural-looking curls, dont just depend on the hair wand. Try a
mousse to make hair curly! We love a styling products like TRESemm Flawless Curls Extra Hold Mousse because it works to add texture to your hair while helping your hair stay hydrated and frizz-free. Apply 2-3 dollops of mousse onto your hair and then scrunch from the roots to the ends to distribute. TRESemm Thermal Creations Heat Tamer Spray
If using heat is your way to achieve flawless curls, then make sure to use a heat protectant spray. We love TRESemm Thermal Creations Heat TamerSpray because you can easily spray it throughout your hair and comb it through to distribute. After applying, use a hair wand or curling iron to give your hair bouncy curls. TRESemm TRES Two Extra
Hold Non-Aerosol Hair Spray Finish the look off with a hairspray like TRESemm TRES Two Extra Hold Non-Aerosol Hair Spray for a softand frizz-free finish. 3 Products to Detangle and Define Lets face it, everyone deals with tangled strands, and when you have curly hair, its easy for your curls to become undefined. Check out these products below to
help you easily detangle your hair and define those curly strands.Suave Cream Detangler Spray Sometimes the one thing that results in a disturbed and undefined curl is tangles. Curls are all locked together, matted, and have no room for each one to form that perfect ringlet on its own. Get rid of tangles! Use Suave Cream Detangler Spray to help
detangle, add moisture, and revive your curl pattern. This product is great because it can be used on wet or dry hair. TRESemm Pro Pure Detangle and Smooth Leave-In Conditioner If youre dealing with tangled hair, which can disrupt your curls and waves, TRESemm Pro Pure Detangle and Smooth Leave-In Conditioner is great because its lightweight
and helps add additional moisture to your hair, leaving you with smooth strands.Suave Professional Define & Shine Serum Gel Do you want to lock in your curls? Make sure they maintain their shape all day by using Suave Professionals Define & Shine Serum Gel. Apply through wet hair to nourish and help shine and manageability. This serum tames
frizz, defines, and leaves your curls with a shiny finish. Shake and go!Are you thinking about trying out one of these curly hair products? Be sure to snap a picture and tag us @AllThingsHairUS!
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