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Solomon...	Song	4:1	"How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling,	How	beautiful	you	are!	Your	eyes	are	like	doves	behind	your	veil;	Your	hair	is	like	a	flock	of	goats	That	have	descended	from	Mount	Gilead.	2	"Your	teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	newly	shorn	ewes	Which	have	come	up	from	their	washing,	All	of	which	bear	twins,	And	not	one	among	them	has	lost	her	young.	3
"Your	lips	are	like	a	scarlet	thread,	And	your	mouth	is	lovely.	Your	temples	are	like	a	slice	of	a	pomegranate	Behind	your	veil.	4	"Your	neck	is	like	the	tower	of	David	Built	with	rows	of	stones,	On	which	are	hung	a	thousand	shields,	All	the	round	shields	of	the	mighty	men.	5	"Your	two	breasts	are	like	two	fawns,	Twins	of	a	gazelle,	Which	feed	among	the	lilies.
Solomon...	Song	4:1	"How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling,	How	beautiful	you	are!	Your	eyes	are	like	doves	behind	your	veil;	Your	hair	is	like	a	flock	of	goats	that	have	descended	from	Mount	Gilead.	THE	BEAUTY	OF	CONSUMMATED	LOVE	Song	4:1-11	KJV	Behold,	thou	art	fair,	my	love;	behold,	thou	art	fair;	thou	hast	doves'	eyes	within	thy	locks:	thy	hair	is	as
a	flock	of	goats,	that	appear	from	mount	Gilead.	NET	-	Oh,	you	are	beautiful,	my	darling!	Oh,	you	are	beautiful!	Your	eyes	behind	your	veil	are	like	doves.	Your	hair	is	like	a	flock	of	female	goats	descending	from	Mount	Gilead.	NLT	You	are	beautiful,	my	darling,	beautiful	beyond	words.	Your	eyes	are	like	doves	behind	your	veil.	Your	hair	falls	in	waves,	like	a
flock	of	goats	winding	down	the	slopes	of	Gilead.	ESV	Behold,	you	are	beautiful,	my	love,	behold,	you	are	beautiful!	Your	eyes	are	doves	behind	your	veil.	Your	hair	is	like	a	flock	of	goats	leaping	down	the	slopes	of	Gilead.	The	NAS	misses	the	"behold"	which	is	used	twice	in	this	verse.	Thus	the	KJV	is	more	accurate.	This	passage	is	almost	identical	to	Song
1:15-note.	HCSB	on	Song	4:1-5:1	-	The	wedding	night	begins	with	praise	of	seven	aspects	of	Shulammite	(Song	4:1-7),	then	proceeds	to	invitation	(Song	4:8),	lovemaking	(Song	4:9-11),	and	poetic	consummation	(Song	4:12-5:1).	Song	4:1–15	The	next	major	section	describes	the	physical	charms	of	the	bride,	and	finally	moves	to	the	marriage	bed	(Song	4:16–
5:1).	There	in	delicate	symbolism	that	is	found	often	in	ancient	Near	Eastern	love	poetry,	the	lover	comes	“into	his	garden”	to	“taste	its	choice	fruits.”	(Richards)	Behold	(02009)(hinneh)	is	an	interjection	meaning	behold,	look,	now;	if.	"It	is	used	often	and	expresses	strong	feelings,	surprise,	hope,	expectation,	certainty,	thus	giving	vividness	depending	on	its
surrounding	context."	(Baker)	Hinneh	generally	directs	our	mind	to	the	text,	imploring	the	reader	to	give	it	special	attention.	In	short,	the	Spirit	is	trying	to	arrest	our	attention!	And	so	hinneh	is	used	as	an	exclamation	of	vivid	immediacy	(e.g.,	read	Ge	6:13)!	The	Lxx	translates	hinneh	with	the	interjection	"idou"	a	command	that	means	to	behold	or	look	and
emphasizes	the	size,	degree,	amount,	or	importance	of	something!	The	point	is	that	he	is	awestruck	by	her	beauty.	NET	Note	emphasizes	that	"The	introductory	demonstrative	particle	 ְךֵּנהִ 	(hinneh,	“Behold!”)	is	repeated	for	rhetorical	effect.	This	particle	is	often	used	with	verbs	of	seeing	or	discovering,	making	the	narrative	graphic	and	vivid.	It	enables	the
reader	to	enter	into	the	surprise,	wonder,	and	delight	of	the	speaker.	(NET	Notes	on	Song	4)	Beautiful...beautiful	-	repetition	serves	to	intensify	his	compliment.	Longman	-	The	present	poem	begins	with	a	general	exclamation	of	the	beauty	of	the	woman.	It	will	also	conclude	with	such	an	exclamation,	thus	forming	what	is	called	an	inclusio,	where	a	similar
opening	and	closing	gives	a	poem	or	literary	passage	a	sense	of	closure.	Song	4:1-15	is	Solomon's	"positive	communication"	to	his	bride.	Men,	our	communication	is	not	some	psychological	gimmick	but	is	a	reflection	of	our	oneness	with	our	life	partner	and	genuinely	seeks	to	build	up	our	wife.	Song	4:1-7	The	praise	begins	and	ends	with	compliment	of	the
whole	person.	Within	these	comprehensive	statements	Solomon	admired	Shulammite's	eyes,	hair,	teeth,	lips,	mouth,	neck,	and	breasts.	Between	the	compliment	of	her	breasts	and	the	concluding	summary	compliment	is	Solomon's	answer	to	Shulammite's	request	of	Song	2:17.	The	placement	of	the	answer	just	after	the	imagery	of	her	breasts	but	within	the
overall	praise	is	significant	in	that	it	supports	the	interpretation	that	"divided	mountains"	of	Song	2:17	and	"mountain	of	myrrh	and	the	hill	of	frankincense"	in	Song	4:6	are	metaphors	for	her	breasts.	Tim	Jackson	alludes	to	the	Song	of	Solomon	in	his	column	"Answers	to	Tough	Questions",	specifically	in	his	discussion	of	the	question	is	"What's	the	purpose	of
sex?"	-	In	the	Song	of	Solomon,	the	husband's	description	of	his	bride's	body	(Song	of	Solomon	4:1-15)	and	her	description	of	his	(Song	5:10-16)	reveals	the	joy	of	love	and	sexual	intimacy	that	God	extols	for	a	married	couple.	While	sexual	intimacy	between	a	couple	is	not	to	be	observed	by	anyone	outside	of	the	relationship,	God,	the	One	who	sees	and	knows
all,	must	smile	with	delight	when	He	sees	two	of	His	children	enjoying	the	good	gift	of	sex	He	has	given	to	them.	(What's	the	purpose	of	sex	-	Answers	to	Tough	Questions)	Longman	notes	that	"Scholars	refer	to	this	poem	as	a	Wasf,	an	Arabic	term	meaning	“description.”....The	poem	is	one	that	describes	the	physical	beauty	of	the	woman	and	is	the	first	of
four	such	poetic	passages—two	others	are	also	directed	toward	the	woman	(Song	6:4–7;	Song	7:1–9)	and	another	one	where	the	woman	describes	the	physical	beauty	of	the	man	(Song	5:10–16).	The	term	comes	from	the	nineteenth	century,	when	biblical	scholars	recognized	the	similarity	between	these	poems	in	the	Song	of	Songs	and	wedding	songs	that
were	sung	among	Arabic	tribesmen	(see	Delitzsch	1975:162–176).	POSB	-	by	current	standards	some	of	his	remarks	do	not	seem	romantic,	they	were	very	romantic	by	the	standards	of	that	day.	As	he	gazed	upon	the	body	of	his	bride,	he	described	her	in	the	most	beautiful	ways	he	could	imagine,	and	in	ways	that	would	encourage	her	mind	and	spirit.
(Preacher's	Outline	and	Sermon	Bible-	Ecclesiastes	and	Song	of	Solomon)	Beautiful...beautiful	-	He	repeats	this	a	third	time	in	Song	4:7.	How	often	do	you	tell	your	wife	she	is	beautiful	in	your	eyes?	We	need	to	learn	from	this	love	song!	Beautiful	(03303	-	 הֶפָי )	(yapheh)	is	an	adjective	meaning	lovely,	beautiful,	describing	beauty	of	women	(Ge	12:11,	14,	2Sa
13:1,	Esther	2:7).	Good	looking	or	handsome	men	(2Sa	14:25).	Jerusalem	was	described	as	"beautiful	in	elevation."	Note	that	11/38	uses	of	yapheh	are	in	the	Song	of	Solomon	=	Song	1:8,	15,	16;	2:10,	13;	4:1,	7;	5:9;	6:1,	4,	10.	Jerusalem	was	described	as	"beautiful	in	elevation."	A	beautiful	voice	(Ezek	33:32).	And	one	of	my	favorite	verses...	He	has	made
everything	appropriate	(beautiful)	in	its	time.	He	has	also	set	eternity	in	their	heart,	yet	so	that	man	will	not	find	out	the	work	which	God	has	done	from	the	beginning	even	to	the	end.	(Eccl	3:11)	(Listen	to	this	great	song	In	His	Time)	Lxx	translates	yapheh	with	the	Greek	adjective	kalos	(word	study)	which	means	good;	beautiful,	applied	by	the	Greeks	to
everything	so	distinguished	in	form,	excellence,	goodness,	usefulness,	as	to	be	pleasing;	hence	(according	to	the	context)	equivalent	to	"beautiful,	handsome,	excellent,	eminent,	choice,	surpassing,	precious,	useful,	suitable,	commendable,	admirable";	a.	beautiful	to	look	at,	shapely,	magnificent.	The	related	verb	is	yaphah	(03302)	and	is	used	in	Song	4:10
(Lxx	=	kallioo	=	to	be	beautiful),	Song	7:1	and	Song	7:6	(Both	uses	of	yaphah	are	translated	in	the	Lxx	with	the	verb	horaioomai	=	to	be	beautiful).	Darling	(07474)(rayah	-	 הָיעְַר )	refers	to	one's	companion	and	is	used	only	in	this	book	where	it	is	found	9x	-	Song	1:9,	15;	2:2,	10,	13;	4:1,	7;	5:2;	6:4.	Every	use	is	translated	in	the	Lxx	with	the	adverb	plesion
which	means	near	or	close	and	in	the	NT	is	used	to	describe	a	neighbor	(as	one	near)	(Mt	5:43).	BDAG	helps	us	get	a	sense	of	Solomon's	use	of	darling	in	that	plesion	is	a	"marker	of	a	position	quite	close	to	another	position."	POSB	on	rayah	-	It	is	a	word	that	refers	to	an	associate	or	companion.	Solomon’s	use	of	it	throughout	the	Song	shows	how	delighted
he	was	that	she	was	to	be	his	life	partner.	(Ibid)	Eyes	are	like	doves	-	The	"like"	is	added	in	the	translation	so	more	this	is	a	metaphor.	As	noted	above,	the	exact	intent	is	uncertain,	but	it	is	clearly	a	compliment.	Doves	in	Scripture	speak	of	innocence	(cf	Jesus'	exhortation	in	Mt	10:16	to	be	"innocent	as	doves"),	without	mixture	of	deceit.	Doves	are	small	birds
characterized	by	a	tranquil	character	and	symbolic	of	gentleness	or	softness.	(See	RSB	Note)	Where	better	for	the	lover	to	begin	his	Wasf	than	with	the	eyes	into	which	he	loves	to	stare?	POSB	-	This	description	emphasized	the	beauty,	calmness,	innocence,	and	character	reflected	in	her	eyes.	(Ibid)	Carr	surmises	that	“most	probably	the	comparison	is	to	the
deep,	smoke-grey	colour	with	flashes	of	iridescence.”	(The	Song	of	Solomon	-	Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentaries)	POSB	-	This	striking	image	against	the	contrast	of	the	young	woman’s	dark	skin	is	one	of	unusual,	exotic	beauty.	Other	commentators	interpret	the	comparison	to	the	purity	and	innocence	reflected	in	her	eyes,	or	to	their	peaceful	softness.
Rabbinic	teaching	emphasized	beautiful	eyes	as	a	sign	of	beautiful	character.	Tremper	Longman	duly	notes,	“Indeed,	perhaps	we	are	missing	a	cultural	background	to	[the	significance	of]	this	image,	but	from	the	context	we	can	be	certain	that	the	metaphor	is	a	compliment.”	(Ibid)	Longman	on	behind	your	veil	-	the	man	sees	her	eyes	behind	the	veil.	This
suggests	a	transparent	veil	that	covers	the	entire	face.	The	veil	hides	and	reveals,	it	seems,	and	it	is	true	that	a	partial	glimpse	of	physical	beauty	is	often	more	arousing	than	seeing	the	whole.	The	view	of	the	part	arouses	the	desire	to	see	the	whole.	NET	Note	-	The	expression	“your	eyes	[are]	doves”	is	a	metaphor	(implied	comparison).	Like	most	of	the
other	metaphors	in	Song	4:1–7,	this	is	probably	a	comparison	of	sight	rather	than	sense:	(1)	the	shape	of	a	woman’s	eyes,	especially	in	Egyptian	art,	resemble	the	shape	of	a	dove,	and	(2)	the	white	color	of	the	eyeballs	resemble	the	white	color	of	a	dove’s	body.	On	the	other	hand,	many	Jewish	and	Christian	interpreters	have	suggested	that	this	is	a
comparison	of	sense,	usually	suggesting	that	the	dove	is	a	symbol	for	purity	and	that	the	eyes	of	a	person	are	the	windows	of	their	soul	or	character,	that	is,	the	bride	has	a	pure	character	as	can	be	seen	through	her	eyes.	(NET	Notes	on	Song	4)	Veil	-	the	veil	serves	as	a	symbol	of	modesty	but	here	apparently	it	was	not	so	complete	as	to	hide	her	eyes	from
his	view.	Such	is	the	case	with	most	modern	veils	which	leave	the	eyes	exposed.	Your	hair	is	like	a	flock	of	goats	-	"The	black	goats	of	the	region	were	considered	a	thing	of	beauty	as	they	grazed	on	the	mountains,	their	ebony	coats	shining	in	the	sunlight	as	they	blanketed	the	hillside.	Perhaps	standing	behind	her,	he	nestled	his	face	in	her	soft	tresses,	and
likened	her	beautiful	black	hair	to	this	peaceful,	beautiful	sight."	(POSB)	Carr	-	Most	Palestinian	goats	have	long	wavy	black	hair.	The	movement	of	a	large	flock	on	distant	hill	makes	it	appear	as	if	the	whole	hillside	is	alive.	(The	Song	of	Solomon	-	Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentaries)	In	modern	times,	this	comparison	(hair	like	a	flock	of	goats)	might	be
deemed	quite	unflattering,	but	the	context	argues	for	exactly	the	opposite	interpretation.	Once	again	the	student	who	is	diligently	seeking	to	rightly	divide	the	Word	of	Truth	reaffirms	the	critical	importance	of	consideration	of	the	context	in	interpretation	of	the	Bible.	Hess	-	The	picture	of	goats	descending	a	steep	terrain	en	masse	conjures	the	appearance
of	a	dark	waterfall	of	waves	in	which	the	light	plays	off	the	innumerable	reflections	of	each	animal	and	creates	a	shimmering	and	enchanting	spectacle.	POSB	-	This	most	wonderful	of	songs	provides	a	model	for	courtship,	a	model	for	a	wedding,	and	now	a	model	for	the	honeymoon.	An	engaged	couple	who	have	heeded	God’s	guidelines	face	their	honeymoon
with	a	variety	of	emotions,	just	as	Solomon	and	the	Shulamite	experienced.	An	obvious	excitement	fills	them	as	they	anticipate	journeying	down	the	previously	avoided	path	of	sex.	The	couple	will	finally	explore	and	discover	the	pleasures	dreamed	of	for	so	long.	This	excitement	is	greatly	heightened	by	the	fact	that	they	are	now	launching	out	on	a	lifetime
journey	with	the	one	they	adore	and	have	committed	themselves	to.	Sexual	desire	has	been	building,	and	it	will	at	last	be	fulfilled.	But	excitement—although	it	is	the	prevailing	emotion—is	not	the	only	one	experienced	by	a	chaste,	soon-to-be	bride	or	groom.	Nervousness	also	fills	their	spirits:	for	the	first	time	they	will	reveal	themselves	to	each	other;	for	the
first	time	they	will	seek	to	please	the	other	sexually.	Fears	accompany	their	nerves	and,	by	their	very	nature,	brides	usually	feel	these	fears	more	deeply	than	grooms.	This	chapter	offers	the	opportunity	to	hear	about	the	first	night	these	newlyweds	united	themselves	in	intimate	sexual	love	for	the	first	time.	The	Spirit	of	God,	through	the	inspiration	process
(2	Ti.3:16;	2	Pe.1:21),	allows	God’s	people	to	receive	a	firsthand	account	of	this	precious	experience.	It	is	quite	direct,	but	it	is	holy.	(Preacher's	Outline	and	Sermon	Bible-	Ecclesiastes	and	Song	of	Solomon)	Tommy	Nelson	-	God’s	plan	for	any	young	couple	getting	married	is	that	they	have	a	holy,	pure,	and	joyful	wedding	celebration	to	unite	their	lives	as
one	spiritually,	emotionally,	and	socially.	And	then,	that	they	have	a	glorious	[and]	rapturous…wedding	night	in	which	to	celebrate	their	wedding	and	unite	their	lives	as	one	sexually.	(The	Book	of	Romance)	Glickman	-	How	sensitive	it	was	of	the	king	to	eloquently	praise	his	bride	on	their	wedding	night.	Even	the	loveliest	girl	might	feel	insecure	on	this
occasion.	Yet	as	always	he	was	sensitive	to	her	and	careful	to	make	her	secure	in	his	love.	(Solomon's	Song	of	Love	-	Let	a	Song	of	Songs	Inspire	Your	Own	Romantic	Story).	Gilead	-	This	refers	to	the	region	in	central	Transjordan	around	the	Jabbok	River	gorge	which	was	a	very	beautiful	area.	(See	picture	and	description	of	Gilead)	Guzik	-	As	he	spoke,	it
was	evident	that	the	beloved	was	skilled	at	showing	affection	to	his	maiden.	The	Apostle	Paul	would	later	write,	Let	the	husband	render	to	his	wife	the	affection	due	her	(1	Corinthians	7:3).	It	is	wrong	for	a	husband	to	withhold	affection	from	his	wife;	and	since	Paul	meant	this	to	apply	to	every	Christian	marriage,	it	shows	that	every	wife	has	affection	due
her.	Paul	didn’t	think	only	the	young	or	pretty	or	submissive	wives	were	due	affection;	every	wife	is	due	affection	because	she	is	a	wife	of	a	Christian	man.	Jesus	is	affectionate	to	His	own	Bride	after	the	same	pattern....It	also	evident	that	the	beloved	used	his	powers	of	observation	and	description;	he	was	focused	upon	her	and	not	upon	himself.	Taken	with
her	beauty	at	the	wedding	ceremony,	he	continued	the	focus	into	the	beauty.	He	wisely	touched	her	with	his	words	before	he	touched	her	with	his	hands,	assuring	her	that	she	was	captivating	and	interesting	enough	to	both	carefully	observe	and	describe.	The	maiden	could	safely	yield	to	a	man	who	cared	for	her	this	much,	and	this	unselfishly.	Solomon...
Song	4:2	"Your	teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	newly	shorn	ewes	Which	have	come	up	from	their	washing,	All	of	which	bear	twins,	And	not	one	among	them	has	lost	her	young.	SOLOMON	"PAINTS"	A	BEAUTIFUL	PICTURE	WITH	MULTIPLE	TERMS	OF	COMPARISON	(See	the	Shulammite's	description	of	Solomon)	NET	-	Your	teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	newly-shorn
sheep	coming	up	from	the	washing	place;	each	of	them	has	a	twin,	and	not	one	of	them	is	missing.	NLT	Your	teeth	are	as	white	as	sheep,	recently	shorn	and	freshly	washed.	Your	smile	is	flawless,	each	tooth	matched	with	its	twin.	NET	Note	-	The	metaphor	describing	the	beautiful	teeth	of	the	bride	probably	pictures	freshly	washed	sheep	rather	than	freshly
watered	sheep.	He	praises	his	bride’s	teeth	by	comparing	them	to	freshly	washed	sheep.	In	the	ancient	Near	East	it	was	customary	to	wash	sheep	before	shearing	them.	The	picture	of	freshly	washed	sheep	depicts	the	whiteness	of	the	bride’s	teeth.	(NET	Notes	on	Song	4)	Eyes	are	like	doves...Like	a	flock	of	goats...teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	newly	shorn
ewes...lips	are	like	scarlet	thread...temples	like	a	slice	of	a	pomegranate...neck	is	like	the	tower	of	David...breasts	are	like	two	fawns	-	The	Song	of	Solomon	makes	liberal	use	of	terms	of	comparison	//	similes	//	metaphors.	A	simile	is	easily	identified	by	a	preceding	"as"	or	"like."	As	is	used	in	9v	-	Song	5:6,	8,	11,	15;	6:4,	10,	13;	8:6,	10.	Like	is	used	47x	in	36v
-	Song	1:3,	5,	7,	9,	15;	2:2,	3,	9,	17;	3:6;	4:1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	11;	5:11,	12,	13,	15;	6:5,	6,	7,	10;	7:1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	7,	8,	9;	8:1,	6,	10,	14.	Ask	the	Spirit,	your	Teacher	to	guide	you	in	the	correct	interpretation	of	these	terms	of	comparison	and	this	should	greatly	assist	your	understanding	of	this	great	love	letter.	The	young	man	"complimented	her	perfect,	sparkling	white
teeth.	The	brightest,	purest	white	he	could	imagine	was	that	of	sheep	just	shorn	and	washed.	He	noticed	as	she	smiled	that	her	teeth	were	straight	and	perfectly	symmetrical."	(POSB)	Longman	makes	a	humorous	comment	on	teeth	-	The	second	verse,	which	turns	attention	to	the	woman’s	teeth,	also	sounds	comical	from	a	modern	perspective,	reminding	us
that	we	need	to	put	ourselves	in	the	position	of	the	original	readers	to	truly	understand	these	ancient	writings.	Ancient	peoples	did	not	have	the	same	expertise	in	dental	care	that	we	have	today.	To	compliment	the	woman’s	white	teeth	was	indeed	a	compliment	and	may	be	compared	to	the	nineteenth	century	English/American	compliment	about	a	person’s
“pearly	white	teeth.”	However,	modern	men	should	beware	of	saying	what	the	ancient	Israelite	lover	says	next	in	his	exuberant	proclamation	that	none	of	his	beloved’s	teeth	are	missing	(Song	4:2NLT).	Indeed,	a	person	giving	such	an	ill-considered	compliment	may	find	some	of	his	own	teeth	missing	as	a	result!	This	simply	reminds	us	that	beauty	is	both
bound	by	culture	and	sometimes	found	only	in	the	eyes	of	the	beholder.	Solomon...	Song	4:3	"Your	lips	are	like	a	scarlet	thread,	and	your	mouth	is	lovely.	Your	temples	are	like	a	slice	of	a	pomegranate	behind	your	veil.	NET	-	Your	lips	are	like	a	scarlet	thread;	your	mouth	is	lovely.	Your	forehead	behind	your	veil	is	like	a	slice	of	pomegranate.	NLT	Your	lips
are	like	scarlet	ribbon;	your	mouth	is	inviting.	Your	cheeks	are	like	rosy	pomegranates	behind	your	veil.	POSB	-	As	he	prepared	to	kiss	her,	he	traced	the	line	of	her	painted	lips	and	commented	on	the	lovely	shape	of	her	mouth....The	new	queen’s	modesty	betrayed	her,	and	her	beloved	noticed	a	twinge	of	pomegranate	(picture)	red	on	her	tanned	cheeks
(Song	1:5-note)—she	was	blushing!	Pomegranates	were	considered	an	aphrodisiac,	giving	his	statement	an	air	of	playful	sensuality.	(Preacher's	Outline	and	Sermon	Bible-	Ecclesiastes	and	Song	of	Solomon)	Lxx	(Nets)	-	Your	lips	are	like	a	scarlet	thread,	and	your	speech	is	lovely.	Your	cheek	is	like	a	rind	of	pomegranate,	apart	from	your	taciturnity.
Lips....like	scarlet	thread	-	This	is	a	comparison	of	sight,	describing	the	color	and	shape	of	her	lips,	describing	them	as	perfect	in	outline	and	delicately	shaped.	Husbands,	he	is	giving	us	a	"manual"	to	guide	our	times	of	intimacy	with	our	wives.	Of	course,	we	don't	don't	simply	parrot	his	words,	but	as	the	Spirit	leads	us,	we	speak	words	that	are	gracious	and
complimentary.	Scarlet	thread	-	("thread	of	scarlet")	uses	3	times	in	OT	(Josh	2:18,	Song	4:3,	11).	Temples...like	a	slice	of	a	pomegranate	-	or	cheeks.	He	compliments	her	“rosy”	complexion.	Carr	-	The	term	means	more	broadly	‘the	side	of	the	face’	i.e.	cheeks.	(The	Song	of	Solomon	-	Tyndale	Old	Testament	Commentaries)	Constable	-	Women	in	Solomon’s
culture	did	not	always	wear	a	veil.	Before	their	wedding	they	put	one	on	and	did	not	take	it	off	until	the	wedding	night	(cf.	Gen.	24:65;	29:19–25).	From	a	distance	a	flock	of	black	goats	descending	from	the	mountains	at	dusk	was	very	attractive	and	reminded	Solomon	of	his	beloved’s	long	black	locks	rippling	and	tumbling	freely.	(Song	of	Solomon
Commentary)	picture)	-	i.e.,	"grained	apple"	(pomum	granatum),	Heb.	rimmon.	Common	in	Egypt	(Num.	20:5)	and	Palestine	(13:23;	Deut.	8:8).	The	Romans	called	it	Punicum	malum,	i.e.,	Carthaginian	apple,	because	they	received	it	from	Carthage.	It	belongs	to	the	myrtle	family	of	trees.	The	withering	of	the	pomegranate	tree	is	mentioned	among	the
judgments	of	God	(Joel	1:12).	It	is	frequently	mentioned	in	the	Song	of	Solomon	(Song	4:3,	13,	etc).	The	skirt	of	the	high	priest's	blue	robe	and	ephod	was	adorned	with	the	representation	of	pomegranates,	alternating	with	golden	bells	(Ex.	28:33,34),	as	also	were	the	"chapiters	upon	the	two	pillars"	(1Kings	7:20)	which	"stood	before	the	house."	(See	all
dictionary	articles)	Rimmon	-	25v	in	NAS	-	Ex	28:33f;	39:24ff;	Nu	13:23;	20:5;	Deut	8:8;	1	Sam	14:2;	1	Kgs	7:18,	20,	42;	2	Kgs	25:17;	2	Chr	3:16;	4:13;	Song	4:3,	13;	6:7,	11;	7:12;	8:2;	Jer	52:22f;	Joel	1:12;	Hag	2:19	Song	4:3	-	The	prostitute	Rahab	hung	a	scarlet	cord	from	her	window	as	a	sign	to	the	invading	Israelites	to	protect	her	home	(Josh	2:18).
Shulammite's	speech,	which	expressed	her	character,	was	her	protection.	This	indicated	she	belonged	to	God,	just	as	Rahab's	scarlet	ribbon	indicated	she	belonged	to	God	and	His	people	(Glickman,	p.	207).	Your	brow	could	be	translated	"your	lips"	(Hb	raqqah).	In	addition,	the	word	translated	slice	is	more	precisely	rendered	"sliced	opening,"	which	is
consistent	with	the	drawings	from	this	era	that	show	the	pomegranate	sliced	open	but	not	cut	into	slices	(O.	Keel,	The	Song	of	Songs,	p.	144).	These	compliments	are	a	dazzling	array	of	movement	and	color.	The	colors	proceed	from	white	doves	to	black	goats	to	white	sheep	to	red	lips	and	mouth.	They	also	alternate	movement:	doves	flying	out,	a	flock
scampering	down,	shorn	sheep	scurrying	up,	lips	beckoning	in.	(HCSB)	Solomon...	Song	4:4	"Your	neck	is	like	the	tower	of	David	built	with	rows	of	stones,	on	which	are	hung	a	thousand	shields,	all	the	round	shields	of	the	mighty	men.	NET	-	Your	neck	is	like	the	tower	of	David	built	with	courses	of	stones;	one	thousand	shields	are	hung	on	it–	all	shields	of
valiant	warriors.	NLT	Your	neck	is	as	beautiful	as	the	tower	of	David,	jeweled	with	the	shields	of	a	thousand	heroes.	POSB	on	her	neck	-	The	tower	of	David	was	a	stately	military	arsenal	and	a	landmark	in	Israel	(Ne.3:25).	The	mighty	warriors	would,	in	times	of	peace,	hang	their	shields	upon	its	walls	in	a	show	of	allegiance	to	the	king.	Solomon	was
describing	the	stately	elegance	of	his	bride’s	neck	and	the	beautiful,	layered	necklaces	that	adorned	it.	(Ibid)	Guzik	-	The	idea	is	not	that	her	neck	was	as	long	as	a	tower	or	proportioned	like	one.	Rather,	it	speaks	of	the	noble	and	strong	character	displayed	by	her	neck,	both	literally	and	symbolically.	In	the	ancient	world,	the	neck	was	one	part	of	the	body
thought	to	reflect	character.	A	bent-over	neck	was	a	picture	of	humiliation.	A	stiff	neck	was	a	sign	of	stubbornness.	Tower	(04026	-	 ּדְגמִ הָלָ )	(migdal)	means	Tower,	strong	place;	wooden	podium,	rostrum,	pulpit.	It	refers	to	a	military	structure,	such	as	a	stronghold,	arsenal,	or	defensive	tower	on	the	walls	of	a	city	(Jdg	8:9,	17;	9:51;	2Ki	9:17;	17:9;	18:8;	2Chr
14:6;	26:15;	27:4;	32:5).	Ryrie	interprets	this	comparison	as	her	bearing	"herself	regally	and	with	strength	of	character."	NET	Note	on	phrase	on	which	are	hung	a	thousand	shields	-	refers	to	the	common	practice	in	the	ancient	Near	East	of	lining	the	top	wall	of	a	military	fortress	tower	with	shields,	behind	which	the	soldiers	could	stand	for	protection
leaving	both	hands	free	for	bow	and	arrows	....This	is	supported	by	ancient	Near	Eastern	art	which	pictures	such	a	practice,	especially	by	the	relief	of	Sennacherib’s	siege	of	Lachish	which	shows	the	top	wall	of	Lachish	lined	with	shields.....“The	art	of	the	ancient	East	often	shows	us	the	shields	that	were,	in	time	of	war,	set	in	position	on	the	towers	of	the	city
walls,	so	that	defenders	could	safely	fire	arrows	and	hurl	stones	while	standing	upright	behind	them.”	Those	who	see	this	as	the	imagery	all	agree	that	the	point	of	comparison	is	to	jeweled	necklaces	with	pendants	which	could	be	compared	to	shields,	as	in	Song	1:10–11.	McKenzie	expresses	this	view	when	he	posits	that	she	was	wearing	jewelry	around	her
neck	and	that	this	was	being	compared	to	the	shields	hung	around	this	military	tower:	“One	of	the	many	physical	charms	that	the	Beloved	finds	in	his	mistress	(Song	of	Sol.	4:1–4)	is	her	long	neck	which,	with	its	stately	poise,	reminds	him	of	the	lofty	tower	of	David.	Just	as	this	tower	is	hung	all	round	with	shields	placed	there	by	mighty	men	of	valor,	so	is	his
mistress’	neck	adorned	with	chains	and	strings	of	jewels.	This	is	supported	by	the	fact	that	Song	4:9	explicitly	mentions	a	necklace	with	a	multitude	of	jewels	in	it	which	she	was	wearing	at	this	time.	(NET	Notes	on	Song	4)	Solomon...	Song	4:5	"Your	two	breasts	are	like	two	fawns,	twins	of	a	gazelle,	which	feed	among	the	lilies.	NET	-	Your	two	breasts	are
like	two	fawns,	twins	of	the	gazelle	grazing	among	the	lilies.	6	Until	the	dawn	arrives	and	the	shadows	flee,	I	will	go	up	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh,	and	to	the	hill	of	frankincense.	NLT	Your	breasts	are	like	two	fawns,	twin	fawns	of	a	gazelle	grazing	among	the	lilies.	POSB	-	The	king	continued	on	to	compare	her	breasts	to	graceful,	young	fawns	grazing	among
the	lilies.	Their	youthfulness	and	smooth	softness	reminded	him	of	the	velvety	coat	of	a	fawn.	Note	that	this	is	the	first	time	in	the	Song	that	the	young	man’s	description	is	directed	to	any	part	of	the	young	woman’s	body	below	her	head	(Ibid)	Like	two	fawns	-	soft,	lovable,	innocent	and	attractive	as	young	deer.	Glickman	-	A	baby	deer	is	soft	and	gentle,	and
everyone	seeing	these	little	deer	long	to	pet	them	and	play	with	them.	Thus,	when	the	king	compares	her	breasts	to	two	fawns,	he	is	really	saying	that	he	longs	to	caress	her	soft	and	tender	breasts.	(Ibid).	Jack	Deere	-	Looking	on	the	soft	coat	of	a	little	fawn	makes	a	person	want	to	stroke	it.	Solomon	wanted	his	bride	to	know	that	her	soft	and	gentle	beauty
had	kindled	his	desire	for	her	and	he	wished	to	express	that	desire	with	his	caresses.	Longman	-	The	fact	that	he	compliments	her	on	her	breasts,	an	intimate	body	part	in	antiquity	even	as	it	is	today,	shows	the	closeness	of	their	relationship.	It	also	prepares	us	for	the	later	reference	to	her	“fountain”	(Song	4:12,	15)	and	illustrates	how	these	poems	were
uttered	in	anticipation	of	sexual	union.	Trapp	a	good	older	commentator	offers	a	somewhat	fanciful,	farfetched	interpretation	of	her	breasts,	in	his	hesitancy	to	think	this	refers	to	literal	breasts	of	a	woman.	He	wrote	“The	Church’s	breasts	here	are	said	to	be	fair,	full,	and	equally	matched.	Hereby	some	understand	the	two	testaments."	I	would	submit	there
is	absolutely	nothing	in	the	context	which	would	suggest	the	writer	is	describing	the	Old	and	New	Testaments!	We	need	to	be	very	careful	in	interpreting	figurative	language	lest	we	assign	a	meaning	to	it	which	the	Spirit	never	intended!	Roy	Zuck	comments	that	in	interpreting	figures	of	speech,	we	need	to	first	determine	if	the	passage	is	indeed	a	figure	of
speech;	i.e.,	sometimes	a	figure	of	speech	is	not	recognized	as	such	which	can	lead	to	significant	misinterpretation.	For	example	in	2	Timothy	2	Paul	is	not	giving	instructions	to	soldiers,	athletes	or	farmers	(2Ti	2:3,	4,	5,	6,	7,	8-see	notes	2Ti	2:3;	2:4;	2:5;	2:6;	2:7;	2:8)	but	is	using	these	figures	of	speech	to	encourage	his	disciple	Timothy.	The	student	needs	to
determine	the	image	or	picture	and	what	that	picture	is	referring	to.	Finally,	the	student	needs	to	determine	what	is	the	point	of	the	comparison.	For	example,	Isaiah	53:6	says	"All	of	us	like	sheep	have	gone	astray."	In	this	passage,	the	image	or	picture	is	the	sheep	and	"all	of	us"	(all	humans)	is	those	to	whom	the	image	is	referring	and	the	point	of	the
comparison	is	that	all	humanity	is	spiritually	wayward!	Zuck	goes	on	to	point	out	that	"The	points	of	comparison	are	not	always	immediately	evident	in	similes	or	metaphors.	When	Solomon	wrote	that	the	hair	of	his	bride	was	"like	a	flock	of	goats	descending	from	Mount	Gilead"	(Song	4:1),	the	meaning	of	that	compliment	may	not	be	immediately	transparent
to	Westerners.	In	fact	it	does	not	sound	at	all	like	a	compliment!	Goats	in	Palestine	had	dark	hair,	and	when	seen	from	a	distance	in	the	sunset	as	goats	were	descending	from	a	mountain,	they	were	a	beautiful	scene.	Similarly	Solomon's	bride's	black	hair	was	considered	beautiful.	The	similes	in	the	Song	of	Songs	require	careful	attention	to	determine	what
point	of	similarity	would	have	been	understood	by	people	in	the	Middle	East	in	Bible	times.	If	the	point	of	similarity	is	not	stated,	the	Bible	student	needs	to	be	careful	he	does	not	assume	the	wrong	similarity.	The	same	holds	true	in	the	English	statement,	"John	eats	like	a	pig."	Some	point	of	similarity	is	intended	by	that	sentence	between	a	pig	and	John.
However,	does	the	statement	mean	that	like	a	pig	he	eats	too	much,	or	eats	fast,	or	eats	sloppily?	Either	an	explicit	statement	giving	the	point	of	similarity	or	an	implicit	statement	found	in	the	context	is	needed	for	the	interpreter	to	be	sure	of	the	precise	meaning.	(Basic	Bible	Interpretation	-	THIS	BOOK	IS	HIGHLY	RECOMMENDED.	It	is	authoritative,
complete	and	well	written	so	that	the	layman	can	easily	understand	the	particulars	of	Biblical	Hermeneutics	or	the	"science"	of	interpretation	as	it	relates	to	Scripture)	(Bolding	and	color	added)	>>>	Song	of	Solomon	4:1-5	-Charm	is	deceptive,	and	beauty	is	fleeting.	-	Pr	31:30	TODAY	IN	THE	WORD	-	In	a	Christianity	Today	article	entitled,	“Is	Beauty	the
Beast?”	author	Karen	Lee-Thorf	notes	that	many	Christians	are	uncomfortable	with	beauty	and	adornment	because	they	believe	such	things	lead	to	pride	and	division.	“I	am	sure	many	of	the	people	I	know	who	are	doing	that	are	motivated	by	humility,”	she	writes.	“I,	however,	have	found	that	rejecting	beauty	can	be	as	serious	a	sin	as	worshipping	it.”	It	has
been	said	that	“beauty	is	only	skin	deep.”	It	does,	however,	play	an	important	role	in	human	love.	In	his	song	the	groom	repeatedly	praises	the	physical	beauty	of	the	beloved.	Although	the	images	he	uses	to	describe	her	may	seem	strange,	and	perhaps	even	humorous,	to	us	today,	he	praises	the	beauty	of	her	eyes,	face,	form,	and	cascading	hair.	The	bride
has	taken	steps	to	adorn	herself.	The	reference	to	her	scarlet	lips	suggests	she	used	the	Old	Testament	equivalent	of	makeup.	However,	she	does	not	put	herself	on	display.	Instead,	she	wears	a	veil,	a	symbol	of	modesty	in	that	day.	Physical	beauty	is	a	gift	from	God,	but	as	we	have	seen,	it	cannot	compare	with	the	beauty	of	godly	character.	Physical	beauty,
the	writer	of	Proverbs	warns,	is	fleeting.	It	cannot	last,	and	it	may	be	deceptive.	The	fact	that	one	has	an	attractive	physique	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	the	personality	is	also	attractive.	The	presence	of	beauty	is	also	no	guarantee	of	virtue.	Scripture	warns	that	a	beautiful	woman	who	lacks	discretion	is	like	a	gold	ring	in	a	pig’s	snout	(Pr	11:22).	Karen
Lee-Thorf’s	warning	is	important.	Physical	beauty	is	a	gift	from	God	worthy	of	celebration.	There	is	no	spiritual	virtue	in	taking	steps	to	detract	from	our	appearance.	We	should	not	reject	physical	beauty.	But	neither	should	we	trust	in	it.	Some	people	practice	a	daily	“beauty	regimen”	that	includes	diet,	exercise,	and	steps	to	make	their	outward	appearance
more	attractive.	The	same	can	be	true	on	a	spiritual	level.	>>>	Song	4:1–5:1	Recapturing	Sexual	Love	-	“Sex”	has	been	a	four-letter	word	for	far	too	many	years.	Playboy,	the	movies,	and	increasingly	TV,	exploit	our	sexuality	by	portraying	situations	that	titillate	and	arouse.	We	can	pick	up	the	telephone,	dial	a	number,	and	listen	as	a	stranger	invites	us	to
imagine	joining	her	as	she	describes	explicit	sex	acts.	Even	PG-13	films	now	strive	not	only	for	a	quota	of	filthy	language	but	also	a	quota	of	scenes	advertising	immorality.	What’s	happened	is	that	the	world	has	recognized	the	importance	of	sex,	and	set	about	so	distorting	sexuality	that	Christians	have	become	somewhat	embarrassed	about	being	sexual
creatures.	Reading	Song	of	Songs,	and	especially	these	verses	that	so	erotically	and	yet	sensitively	portray	sexual	love,	reminds	us	that	Hollywood	didn’t	invent	sex.	God	did.	It	reminds	us	that	sex	isn’t	“evil.”	Sex	is	a	gift	given	to	us	by	God.	Our	Creator,	who	made	us	male	and	female,	designed	our	bodies	for	every	sexual	delight.	And	He	sanctified	sex	by
making	foreplay	and	intercourse	a	bonding	act,	intended	to	unite	one	man	and	woman	in	a	unique	and	exclusive	relationship.	It’s	this	that	we	Christians	have	to	recapture.	We	need	to	cleanse	from	sex	that	slimy	but	tingly	sense	of	sin	with	which	it	is	associated	in	the	modern	world.	We	need	to	purify	our	marriages	of	any	residue	of	shame.	And	we	need	not
only	announce	to	the	world	that	sex	in	Christian	marriage	is	a	pure	and	fulfilling	delight,	but	also	commit	ourselves	to	exploring	that	delight	fully	with	our	spouse.	It	is	perhaps	here	that	Song	of	Songs	makes	its	greatest	contribution	to	our	lives.	It	reminds	us	that	sex-talk	can	be	beautiful,	and	need	not	be	dirty.	And	it	reminds	us	that	true	spirituality	does	not
rule	out	the	full	enjoyment	of	the	sexual	side	of	married	life.	Personal	Application	-	Recapturing	sex	from	the	world	begins	in	the	Christian	home.	Quotable	-	“Sex	is	holy	as	well	as	wholesome	.	.	.	it	is	the	means	by	which	we	may	cooperate	with	God	in	bringing	into	the	world	children	of	His	own	destined	for	eternal	life.	Anyone,	who	has	once	understood	that,
will	be	quite	as	careful	as	any	Puritan	to	avoid	making	jokes	about	sex;	not	because	it	is	nasty,	but	because	it	is	sacred.	He	would	no	more	joke	about	sex	than	he	would	joke	about	the	Holy	Communion—and	for	exactly	the	same	reasons.	To	joke	about	it	is	to	treat	with	lightness	something	that	deserves	reverence.”—William	Temple	(Richards)	>>>	The
Beauty	of	Compliments	-	“How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling!	Oh,	how	beautiful!	Your	eyes	behind	your	veil	are	doves.”	[Song	of	Songs	4:1a]	-	Low	self-esteem	is	regularly	stated	to	be	one	of	the	most	pervasive	emotional	conditions	among	women.	Men,	however,	also	suffer	from	bad	self-images.	As	a	“manual	of	love”	the	Song	of	Songs	shows	us	the
importance	of	compliments,	and	surely	true	praise	and	valid	compliments	will	do	wonders	to	restore	a	sense	of	real	self-worth	to	the	partners	in	a	marriage.	For	the	most	part,	the	Song	of	Songs	is	simply	an	exchange	of	mutually-upbuilding	compliments	between	two	lovers,	back	and	forth,	one	compliment	after	another.	The	Song	is	a	celebration	of	the	good
points	of	the	other	person.	How	many	marriages	begin	on	a	basis	of	compliments	and	end	in	an	exchange	of	insults?	Your	spouse	has	the	greatest	power	in	this	world	either	to	affirm	you	or	to	destroy	you.	The	comments	of	people	we	love	weigh	heavily	upon	us,	either	for	good	or	for	bad.	Studies	have	shown	that	the	compliments	and	criticisms	we	receive	as
children	from	those	we	respect	have	a	great	deal	to	do	with	shaping	our	later	lives.	The	Song	of	Songs	also	shows	us	that	we	should	openly	receive	true	compliments.	We	should	believe	the	good	things	our	spouse	and	friends	say	about	us.	In	1:5	the	bride	frankly	says,	“Dark	am	I,	yet	lovely.”	She	goes	on	to	say	that	her	darkened	skin	has	come	from	working
in	the	sun,	but	in	spite	of	this,	she	recognizes	her	own	value,	her	true	beauty....The	Song	is	not	to	be	regarded	as	a	simple	allegory	of	Christ	and	the	church,	but	since	the	church	is	married	to	Christ	we	can	gain	useful	insights	into	our	celestial	marriage	relationship	with	him.	In	our	praise	we	compliment	him;	but	notice	in	the	Bible	that	he	also	compliments
us.	We	were	made	as	the	very	images	of	God,	and	we	must	not	despise	that	image	as	a	factor	in	assessing	our	worth,	in	spite	of	the	problems	sin	has	introduced.	Notice	how	Paul,	the	Groom’s	spokesman,	addresses	the	trouble-torn	bride	in	1	Corinthians	1:1–9.	The	bride	is	sanctified,	holy,	enriched	in	every	way,	lacking	in	no	spiritual	gift,	preserved	to	the
end,	and	destined	for	blamelessness.	Only	after	affirming	believers	in	this	way	does	Paul	go	on	to	point	out	some	areas	in	which	improvement	is	needed.	Coram	Deo	-	Are	you	the	kind	of	husband	or	wife	who	compliments	your	spouse,	or	are	you	mostly	critical?	How	about	those	you	associate	with	on	the	job,	in	the	classroom,	or	in	the	church?	The	other-
affirming	principles	of	the	Song	apply	both	in	marriage	and	to	every	other	covenantal	relationship.	Encourage	one	another.	(Ed:	And	do	it	DAILY!!!	=	Heb	3:13)	(Tabletalk)	Solomon...	Song	4:6	"Until	the	cool	of	the	day	when	the	shadows	flee	away,	I	will	go	my	way	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh	And	to	the	hill	of	frankincense.	7	"You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my
darling,	and	there	is	no	blemish	in	you.	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:6	"Until	the	cool	of	the	day	when	the	shadows	flee	away,	I	will	go	my	way	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh	and	to	the	hill	of	frankincense.	INTIMACY	DESCRIBED	NET	-	Until	the	dawn	arrives	and	the	shadows	flee,	I	will	go	up	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh,	and	to	the	hill	of	frankincense.	NLT
Before	the	dawn	breezes	blow	and	the	night	shadows	flee,	I	will	hurry	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh	and	to	the	hill	of	frankincense.	Constable	feels	mountain...hill	"are	also	metaphors	for	the	girl’s	breasts."	(cp	Song	1:13)	(Ibid)	Longman	adds	"He	tastefully	states	his	desire	to	fondle	her	breasts."	Deere	-	A	mountain	of	myrrh	or	a	hill	of	frankincense	would	have
been	greatly	valued.	To	Solomon,	therefore,	his	bride’s	breasts	were	attractive	and	of	great	value	to	him.	POSB	-	Most	commentators	agree	that	in	verse	six	Solomon	is	preparing	for	the	act	of	intercourse.	Aroused	by	his	bride’s	beauty	and	the	sensual	aroma	of	her	perfumes,	he	stated	that	he	wanted	to	make	love	with	his	bride	all	night	long.	He	identified
the	fragrances	of	myrrh	and	frankincense,	which	were	expensive,	imported	perfumes.	“Mountain	of	myrrh”	and	“hill	of	incense”	may	be	references	to	his	wife’s	breasts	or	possibly	to	a	more	private	area.	As	Solomon	proceeded	to	initiate	personal	relations	with	her,	he	may	also	have	been	referring	to	her	body	in	its	entirety.	(Ibid)	Guzik	-	The	beloved
welcomed	the	coming	of	the	night,	after	the	celebration	of	the	wedding	mentioned	in	the	previous	snapshot.	Their	wedding	night	was	the	appropriate	setting	for	the	consummation	of	their	deep	love.	Glickman	-	He	will	fulfill	her	request	and	hence	declare	that	until	the	light	of	dawn	breaks	they	will	give	their	love	to	one	another.	(Ibid).	Until	the	cool	of	the
day	-	Literally	this	reads	"until	the	day	breathes."	When	the	shadows	flee	away	(Song	2:17)	-	Probably	describes	the	morning.	The	implication	is	that	they	would	share	a	time	of	intimacy	until	the	morning.	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:7	"You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling,	and	there	is	no	blemish	in	you.	"BEAUTY	IS	IN	THE	EYE	OF	THE	BEHOLDER"
NET	-	You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling!	There	is	no	blemish	in	you!	NLT	You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling,	beautiful	in	every	way.	POSB	-	After	seeing	all	of	her	for	the	first	time,	Solomon	concluded	that	she	was	absolutely	perfect	from	head	to	toe—she	had	no	flaws.	(Ibid)	Deere	makes	the	observation	that	"Solomon	praised	eight	parts	of	his
bride’s	body:	her	eyes,	hair,	teeth,	lips,	mouth,	temples,	neck,	and	breasts....Compared	with	this	lavish	praise	of	the	beloved’s	beauty,	some	wives	today	may	feel	uncomfortable	about	their	own	appearance.	However,	one	must	remember	that	initially	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	did	not	seem	to	regard	the	beloved	as	a	beautiful	woman.	Unlike	the	other	royal
ladies	she	was	not	fair-skinned,	a	preeminent	sign	of	beauty	in	the	ancient	world	(see	Song	1:5–6).	Yet	in	her	lover’s	eyes	she	was	beautiful,	even	though	she	did	not	meet	the	objective	standards	of	beauty	in	her	society.	In	other	words,	though	few	people	in	any	age	meet	their	own	particular	culture’s	standard	of	beauty,	a	woman	is	beautiful	in	the	eyes	of
her	lover	simply	because	he	loves	her.	Every	husband	who	genuinely	loves	his	wife	can	say,	“To	me	you	are	beautiful	and	there	is	no	flaw	in	you.”	Daniel	Akin	-	We	really	don’t	know	what	[the]	Shulammite	looked	like.	What	we	do	know	is	what	she	looked	like	to	Solomon.	In	his	eyes	she	was	beautiful…no	one	compared	to	her."	(God	on	Sex-	The	Creator's
Ideas	about	Love,	Intimacy,	and	Marriage)	Guzik	-	After	giving	a	seven-fold	description	of	his	maiden’s	beauty,	the	beloved	summarizes	his	observations.	She	was	more	than	fair;	she	was	all	fair,	and	there	was	no	spot	in	her.	Constable	proposes	that	"perhaps	she	was	not	really	as	perfect	as	Solomon	claimed	here	(cf.	1:5–6).	“Beauty	is	in	the	eye	of	the
beholder.”	She	was	perfect	to	him."	(Ibid)	Longman	asks	"Is	there	any	woman	who	ever	existed	who	has	been	without	blemish	(or	any	man)?	Of	course	not.	But	the	rapture	of	love	causes	us	to	focus	in	on	what	is	beautiful.	Love	is	indeed	a	strange	thing."	Indeed,	a	good	word	to	all	husbands!	Our	own	wife	should	be	beautiful	in	our	eyes!	In	Song	5:2	she
returns	the	compliment	"My	dove,	my	perfect	one!"	Blemish	(defect)	(03971	-	 םּואמ )	(mum)	means	defect,	spot	or	blot	(physical	or	moral	-	latter	=	Job	11:15).	Used	of	the	animals	used	for	sacrificial	offering	and	were	to	be	without	physical	defect	or	blemish	(Lev	22:20-21,	Nu	19:2	=	"unblemished	red	heifer")	In	Lev	22:20	mum	is	equated	with	"corruption	in
them"	which	alludes	to	their	moral	defect.	In	Dt	15:21	the	defect	could	be	"lameness	or	blindness"	which	was	"detestable"	to	Jehovah	(Dt	17:1).	Mum	describes	Israel	as	acting	corruptly	(ruining)	which	was	equated	with	"their	defect	(mum;	Lxx	=	mometos	=	to	be	blamed)."	(Dt	32:5)	Mum	described	Saul's	physical	appearance	(2Sa	14:25)	and	the	young
woman's	physical	appearance	(Song	4:7).	The	Lxx	translates	mum	with	the	Greek	noun	momos	which	means	blame,	disgrace,	or	what	causes	disgrace	either	physically	or	morally.	Mum	17v	-	Usage:	blemish(2),	defect(14),	injured*(1),	injures*(1),	insults(1).	Leviticus	21:17	"Speak	to	Aaron,	saying,	'No	man	of	your	offspring	throughout	their	generations	who
has	a	defect	shall	approach	to	offer	the	food	of	his	God.	18	'For	no	one	who	has	a	defect	shall	approach:	a	blind	man,	or	a	lame	man,	or	he	who	has	a	disfigured	face,	or	any	deformed	limb,	21	'No	man	among	the	descendants	of	Aaron	the	priest	who	has	a	defect	is	to	come	near	to	offer	the	LORD'S	offerings	by	fire;	since	he	has	a	defect,	he	shall	not	come
near	to	offer	the	food	of	his	God.	23	only	he	shall	not	go	in	to	the	veil	or	come	near	the	altar	because	he	has	a	defect,	so	that	he	will	not	profane	My	sanctuaries.	For	I	am	the	LORD	who	sanctifies	them.'"	Leviticus	22:20	'Whatever	has	a	defect,	you	shall	not	offer,	for	it	will	not	be	accepted	for	you.	21	'When	a	man	offers	a	sacrifice	of	peace	offerings	to	the
LORD	to	fulfill	a	special	vow	or	for	a	freewill	offering,	of	the	herd	or	of	the	flock,	it	must	be	perfect	to	be	accepted;	there	shall	be	no	defect	in	it.	25	nor	shall	you	accept	any	such	from	the	hand	of	a	foreigner	for	offering	as	the	food	of	your	God;	for	their	corruption	is	in	them,	they	have	a	defect,	they	shall	not	be	accepted	for	you.'"	Leviticus	24:19	'If	a	man
injures	(two	words	nathan	=	put	+	mum	=	defect)	his	neighbor,	just	as	he	has	done,	so	it	shall	be	done	to	him:	20	fracture	for	fracture,	eye	for	eye,	tooth	for	tooth;	just	as	he	has	injured	a	man,	so	it	shall	be	inflicted	on	him.	Numbers	19:2	"This	is	the	statute	of	the	law	which	the	LORD	has	commanded,	saying,	'Speak	to	the	sons	of	Israel	that	they	bring	you
an	unblemished	red	heifer	in	which	is	no	defect	and	on	which	a	yoke	has	never	been	placed.	Deuteronomy	15:21	"But	if	it	has	any	defect,	such	as	lameness	or	blindness,	or	any	serious	defect,	you	shall	not	sacrifice	it	to	the	LORD	your	God.	Deuteronomy	17:1	¶	"You	shall	not	sacrifice	to	the	LORD	your	God	an	ox	or	a	sheep	which	has	a	blemish	or	any	defect,
for	that	is	a	detestable	thing	to	the	LORD	your	God.	Deuteronomy	32:5	"They	have	acted	corruptly	toward	Him,	They	are	not	His	children,	because	of	their	defect;	But	are	a	perverse	and	crooked	generation.	2	Samuel	14:25	¶	Now	in	all	Israel	was	no	one	as	handsome	as	Absalom,	so	highly	praised;	from	the	sole	of	his	foot	to	the	crown	of	his	head	there	was
no	defect	in	him.	Job	11:15	"Then,	indeed,	you	could	lift	up	your	face	without	moral	defect	(Lxx	=	"hosper	hudor	katharon"	=	like	pure	water),	And	you	would	be	steadfast	and	not	fear.	Proverbs	9:7	He	who	corrects	a	scoffer	gets	dishonor	for	himself,	And	he	who	reproves	a	wicked	man	gets	insults	(Lxx	=	momaiomai	=	find	fault	with,	censure)	for	himself.
Song	of	Solomon	4:7	"You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling,	And	there	is	no	blemish	in	you.	>>>	TODAY	IN	THE	WORD	(Song	of	Solomon	4:6-7)	-	A	popular	bumper	sticker	from	a	few	years	ago	read,	“Christians	aren’t	perfect,	just	forgiven.”	Its	point	is	well	taken.	Those	who	know	Christ	share	many	of	the	same	weaknesses	and	failings	as	unbelievers.
But	this	slogan	is	not	entirely	accurate.	In	today’s	reading	Solomon	summarizes	his	impression	of	the	bride	by	declaring	that	there	is	no	blemish	in	her.	In	human	relationships,	we	can	conclude	this	only	by	looking	at	another	person	through	the	eyes	of	love.	For	Christ’s	bride,	however,	perfection	is	both	a	gift	and	responsibility.	When	it	comes	to	our
standing	before	God,	there	is	a	sense	in	which	Christians	are	already	perfect.	Those	who	know	Jesus	as	Savior	have	been	reconciled	to	God	through	the	death	of	Christ.	God	sees	them	through	the	lens	of	Christ’s	perfections.	As	a	result,	they	will	be	presented	to	Him	“without	blemish	and	free	from	accusation”	(Col.	1:21).	According	to	the	writer	of	Hebrews,
“By	one	sacrifice	he	has	made	perfect	forever	those	who	are	being	made	holy”	(Heb.	10:14).	As	far	as	the	believer’s	practice	is	concerned,	there	is	still	room	for	improvement.	The	apostle	Paul’s	goal	in	ministry	was	to	present	believers	to	Christ	as	“a	radiant	church,	without	stain	or	wrinkle	or	any	other	blemish”	(Eph.	5:27).	Similarly,	Christians	are
commanded	to	“aim	for	perfection”	in	the	way	that	they	live	(2	Cor.	13:11).	What,	then,	are	the	disciplines	that	lead	to	perfection?	One	of	the	most	important	is	the	discipline	of	studying	God’s	Word.	The	apostle	Paul	wrote	that	one	of	his	chief	aims	in	preaching	God’s	Word	was	to	“present	everyone	perfect	in	Christ”	(Col.	1:28).	The	one	who	studies	the	Bible
will	be	“thoroughly	equipped”	(kjv:	“perfect”)	for	every	good	work	(2	Tim.	3:17).	Use	a	concordance	or	Bible	study	software	and	do	a	search	on	the	word	perfect.	In	what	sense	can	perfection	be	described	as	a	goal	in	the	Christian	life?	When	can	we	expect	it	to	be	a	state	of	being?	Solomon...	Song	4:8	"Come	with	me	from	Lebanon,	my	bride,	May	you	come
with	me	from	Lebanon.	Journey	down	from	the	summit	of	Amana,	From	the	summit	of	Senir	and	Hermon,	From	the	dens	of	lions,	From	the	mountains	of	leopards.	9	"You	have	made	my	heart	beat	faster,	my	sister,	my	bride;	You	have	made	my	heart	beat	faster	with	a	single	glance	of	your	eyes,	With	a	single	strand	of	your	necklace.	Solomon	(young	man)...
Song	4:8	"Come	with	me	from	Lebanon,	my	bride,	May	you	come	with	me	from	Lebanon.	Journey	down	from	the	summit	of	Amana,	From	the	summit	of	Senir	and	Hermon,	From	the	dens	of	lions,	From	the	mountains	of	leopards.	THE	GROOM'S	REQUEST	NET	-	Come	with	me	from	Lebanon,	my	bride,	come	with	me	from	Lebanon.	Descend	from	the	crest	of
Amana,	from	the	top	of	Senir,	the	summit	of	Hermon,	from	the	lions'	dens	and	the	mountain	haunts	of	the	leopards.	NLT	Come	with	me	from	Lebanon,	my	bride,	come	with	me	from	Lebanon.	Come	down	from	Mount	Amana,	from	the	peaks	of	Senir	and	Hermon,	where	the	lions	have	their	dens	and	leopards	live	among	the	hills.	The	meaning	of	this	verse	is
difficult	to	determine,	but	clearly	he	was	calling	upon	her	to	be	completely	his!	Come	with	me...come	with	me	-	Intensifies	his	expression	of	his	desire	to	be	with	the	young	woman.	Kinlaw	adds	"He	wants	her	with	him.	‘With	me’	sums	up	his	desire."	My	bride	-	This	designation	supports	the	premise	that	Song	4:1-16	depicts	their	wedding	night.	Constable	-
Solomon	appealed	to	his	bride	to	put	all	thoughts	of	her	former	life	away.	These	included	both	the	pleasant	thoughts,	such	as	those	of	the	beautiful	mountains	of	the	Anti-Lebanon	and	Hermon	ranges	in	Lebanon	from	which	she	had	come,	and	fearful	thoughts,	such	as	those	of	wild	animals.	He	urged	her	to	give	him	her	attention	on	this	their	wedding	night.
(Song	of	Solomon	Commentary)	Longman	on	Amana...Senir...Hermon	-	Confusion	results	if	the	reader	tries	to	understand	the	geographical	references	literally.	True,	Amana,	Senir,	and	Hermon	are	all	peaks	in	the	mountains	of	Lebanon,	but	she	is	not	literally	in	these	mountains.	We	are	not	to	imagine	that	she	is	really	hiding	in	the	caves	of	wild	animals.	This
is	poetry,	not	a	historical	transcript.	This	rugged	terrain	represents	her	present	distance	from	the	man.	Away	from	him,	he	implies,	she	is	lonely	and	in	danger.	He	desires	that	she	come	into	his	warm	and	protecting	embrace.	POSB	-	How	this	fits	into	the	narrative	of	the	wedding	night	and	the	context	of	their	lovemaking	is	vague.	Some	commentators	insist
that	the	Song	is	exclusively	and	purely	poetic,	and	that	there	is	no	narrative	content.	Others	see	it	as	a	request	for	the	bride	to	consent	to	the	sexual	act—to	come	symbolically	away	from	her	mountain	home	and	its	dangers	into	the	safety	of	Solomon’s	embrace	and	all	that	he	would	provide	for	her.	Another	plausible	view	is	that	the	new	bride	seemed
distracted	and	that	Solomon	was	beseeching	her	to	focus	fully	on	him	and	their	lovemaking.	In	any	case,	it	is	very	clear	throughout	the	account	that	Solomon	did	not	force	himself	upon	his	new	bride,	nor	did	he	rush	her	in	order	to	satisfy	himself.	(Ibid)	Craig	Glickman	has	an	interesting	thought	on	from	the	dens	of	lions...mountains	of	leopards	-	“In	asking
her	to	come	from	such	fearful	places,	he	is	really	asking	her	to	bring	her	thoughts	completely	to	him	and	leave	her	fears	behind	and	perhaps	to	leave	the	lingering	thoughts	of	home	behind	as	well	…	he	wished	her	to	leave	her	fear	and	anxiety	about	the	new	life	of	marriage	and	simply	come	to	him	…	So	he	calls	her	from	her	fears	to	his	arms.	(Ibid)	Solomon
(young	man)...	Song	4:9	"You	have	made	my	heart	beat	faster,	my	sister,	my	bride;	You	have	made	my	heart	beat	faster	with	a	single	glance	of	your	eyes,	with	a	single	strand	of	your	necklace.	HIS	HEART	IS	CAPTURED	NET	-	You	have	stolen	my	heart,	my	sister,	my	bride!	You	have	stolen	my	heart	with	one	glance	of	your	eyes,	with	one	jewel	of	your
necklace.	NLT	You	have	captured	my	heart,	my	treasure,	my	bride.	You	hold	it	hostage	with	one	glance	of	your	eyes,	with	a	single	jewel	of	your	necklace.	ESV	You	have	captivated	my	heart,	my	sister,	my	bride;	you	have	captivated	my	heart	with	one	glance	of	your	eyes,	with	one	jewel	of	your	necklace.	NIV	You	have	stolen	my	heart,	my	sister,	my	bride;	you
have	stolen	my	heart	with	one	glance	of	your	eyes,	with	one	jewel	of	your	necklace.	The	repetition	of	made	my	heart	beat	faster	emphasizes	how	smitten	he	was	with	the	young	woman.	One	glance	or	one	jewel	of	her	necklace	was	enough	to	capture	his	heart.	He	was	overcome	by	every	detail	of	his	companion.	Longman	on	made	my	heart	beat	faster	-	The
heart	represented	the	inner	person	in	Hebrew	culture	and	language.	She	has	captured	the	very	essence	of	who	the	man	is.	She	has	aroused	his	emotions.	Indeed,	this	verb	could	be	translated	more	colloquially	as	“you	drive	me	crazy.”....He	expresses	his	passionate	love	for	her.	He	is	totally	enthralled	by	her	beauty.	He	is	like	a	prisoner	to	his	love	for	her,
but	it	is	an	enslavement	that	he	enjoys.	He	expresses	this	by	means	of	the	epithets	of	love	that	he	showers	upon	her.	She	is	his	“bride”	and	his	“treasure.”	Indeed,	it	does	not	take	much	to	arouse	his	passion—just	a	glance	of	her	eye	or	a	single	jewel	of	her	necklace.	Grant	Richison	-	A	biblical	view	of	sex	always	focuses	on	the	mate’s	pleasure	before	one’s
own.	After	Solomon	thinks	of	the	Shulammite,	he	then	invites	her	to	have	sex	(Song	4:8).	He	does	not	make	demands	but	offers	an	invitation	so	that	she	feels	safe	with	the	experience.	The	Shulammite	responds	positively	to	Solomon’s	invitation	(Song	4:9,	10,	11)...Solomon	indicates	that	the	Shulammite	captured	him	sexually	(Song	4:9).	She	ravished	him	by
her	enchanting	power	so	that	he	could	not	resist	her.	He	calls	her	his	“sister,”	which	in	the	ancient	world	meant	“friend.”	True	sexuality	has	a	friendship	dimension	(See	Word	Study	on	the	Greek	verb	that	speaks	of	friendship	=	phileo).	(From	his	free	online	book	Theology	of	Sex	-	Highly	Recommended)	My	sister	-	an	affectionate	term	for	his	wife	and
certainly	has	no	suggestion	of	incest!	Four	times	Solomon	calls	the	Shulammite	"my	sister,	my	bride"	(Song	4:9,	10,	12;	5:1,	2),	which	was	an	oriental	way	of	denoting	holy	fellowship	which	should	be	at	its	pinnacle	in	the	marriage	of	two	who	are	one	flesh.	In	the	ancient	Near	East	"sister"	was	a	term	for	one's	wife	in	love	poetry	and	was	used	to	emphasize
the	closeness	of	their	relationship.	Brethren	("sistern")	if	your	spouse	is	not	your	best	friend,	you	need	to	study	and	meditate	on	the	truths	in	the	glorious	inspired	Song	of	Solomon	and	ask	your	Teacher	the	Holy	Spirit	to	lead	you	into	all	truth	and	thereby	do	a	work	of	grace	in	your	heart	so	that	your	mate	becomes	not	just	your	sexual	partner	but	your	best
friend!	And	what	is	the	result	of	when	the	husband	and	a	wife	are	best	friends?	The	world	recognize	such	a	bond	in	this	"good	work"	and	will	thereby	have	a	proper	opinion	of	God	in	heaven.	Why?	Because	a	marriage	between	two	believers	that	manifests	this	clear	sense	that	the	two	partners	are	best	friends	is	not	a	natural	work	but	a	supernatural	work	of
God!	My	sister	-	One	of	many	phrases	the	young	man	uses	for	his	darling	-	“most	beautiful	among	women,”	Song	1:8;	5:9;	6:1	“my	darling,”	Song	1:9,	15;	2:2,	10,	13;	4:1,	7;	6:4	“my	beloved,”	Song	1:13,	14.	“my	beautiful	one,”	Song	2:10,	13.	“O	my	dove,”	Song	2:14;	5:2;	6:9.	“my	sister,”	Song	1:9,	10,	12;	5:1,	2	(one	of	several	idioms	common	to	Egyptian	love
songs),	“my	bride,”	Song	5:1,	“my	perfect	one,”	Song	5:2,	“O	Shulammite,”	Song	6:13,	“O	princess	daughter,”	Song	7:1,	“My	love,”	Song	7:6.	Do	you	have	many	names	for	your	beloved?	They	are	an	expression	of	your	love	and	the	fact	that	she	is	far	from	boring!	My	bride	(03618	-	 הָּלַּכ )	(kallah	which	some	say	is	from	kalal	=	to	complete	or	make	complete	-
interesting!	See	Carr's	comment	below)	is	the	first	description	of	the	young	woman	as	his	bride	(used	34x	in	the	OT	with	17	translated	"bride"	and	17	translated	"daughter-in-law").	This	first	use	in	Song	4:9	is	followed	by	5	more	uses	-	Song	4:8,	9,	10,	11,	12;	5:1.	Bride	is	translated	in	the	Lxx	with	the	noun	numphe	(nymphe)	which	in	the	NT	literally
described	a	young	woman	engaged	or	newly	married	bride	(a	young	wife)	(Jn	3:29)	Carr	on	bride	-	The	focus	of	the	word	is	on	the	married	status	of	the	woman,	particularly	on	the	sexual	element	presupposed	in	that	status	as	‘the	completed	one.’	(Ibid)	A	single	glance	of	your	eyes	-	On	the	wedding	night	one	glance	of	Shulammite's	eyes	aroused	Solomon
(Song	4:9),	here	Solomon	asked	that	she	turn	her	eyes	from	him	because	they	captivated	(lit	"aroused")	him.	Guzik	-	Here	the	beloved	went	beyond	praising	the	maiden’s	beauty	and	even	character;	he	described	the	effect	that	she	had	upon	him.	With	one	look	of	your	eyes,	he	was	a	changed	man	and	deeply	in	love	with	her.	i.	You	have	ravished	my	heart:	“
‘Thou	hast	hearted	me,’	i.e.,	taken	away	my	heart.”	(Clarke)	ii.	Sister:	“At	last	she	would	become	his	wife	…	that	is	the	reason	he	calls	her	his	sister.	In	their	culture	‘sister’	was	an	affectionate	term	for	one’s	wife.”	(Glickman)	iii.	“My	sister;	so	he	calls	her,	partly	because	both	he	and	she	had	one	and	the	same	father,	to	wit,	God	…	and	partly	to	show	the
greatness	of	his	love	to	her,	which	is	such	as	cannot	be	sufficiently	expressed	by	any	one	relation,	but	must	borrow	the	perfections	and	affections	of	all	to	describe	it.”	(Poole)	iv.	“As	if	he	could	not	express	his	near	and	dear	relationship	to	her	by	any	one	term,	he	employs	the	two.	‘My	sister’—that	is,	one	by	birth,	partaker	of	the	same	nature.	‘My	spouse’—
that	is,	one	in	love,	joined	by	sacred	ties	of	affection	that	never	can	be	snapped.	‘My	sister’	by	birth,	‘My	spouse’	by	choice.	‘My	sister’	in	communion,	‘My	spouse’	in	absolute	union	with	myself.”	(Spurgeon)	>>>	TODAY	IN	THE	WORD	-	Many	of	the	most	popular	songs	throughout	history	have	described	the	thrills	and	frustrations	of	romance.	Common
themes	include	loving	someone	who	apparently	loves	someone	else,	feeling	unsure	of	someone	else’s	romantic	feelings,	and	the	roller-coaster	ride	of	falling	in	and	out	of	love.	What	usually	passes	for	love	in	today’s	world,	however,	is	often	only	self-gratification.	This	kind	of	“love”	is	primarily	a	matter	of	physical	attraction.	When	the	initial	thrill	of	desire
fades,	so	does	the	love	of	the	one	who	experienced	it.	The	groom’s	love	for	his	bride	was	markedly	different.	It	did	include	physical	attraction.	The	groom	praised	his	bride’s	beauty	and	said	that	she	had	stolen	his	heart	with	one	glance	of	her	eyes.	But	his	love	was	not	selfish.	Instead,	it	was	characterized	by	a	desire	for	the	bride’s	well-being.	He	pleaded	with
her	to	come	away	from	the	lions’	dens	and	the	haunt	of	the	leopards	to	a	place	of	safety	and	intimacy.	An	abiding	concern	for	the	other	person	and	an	atmosphere	of	intimacy	are	the	primary	ingredients	in	a	healthy	love	relationship.	They	are	also	interrelated.	A	genuine	concern	for	the	other	provides	the	kind	of	environment	that	in	turn	allows	those	who
love	one	another	the	freedom	to	be	intimate.	The	rewards	of	biblical	love	come	to	those	who	give	of	themselves	on	behalf	of	those	they	love.	As	scholar	and	author	Miraslov	Volf	has	observed,	there	is	more	to	marital	love	than	eros:	“It	has	to	do	with	how	you	treat	each	other	when	dishes	need	to	be	washed	or	garbage	taken	out,	when	misunderstandings
arise	and	when	one	has	transgressed	against	the	other.	Love	is	not	the	desire	to	be	united	with	the	other,	but	action	on	behalf	of	the	other,	and	constancy	in	pursuit	of	his	or	her	well-being.”	Author	Rainer	Maria	Rilke	has	written	that	“Love	.	.	.	consists	in	this,	that	two	solitudes	protect	and	border	and	salute	each	other.”	Human	love	is	never	completely
devoid	of	self	interest.	However,	the	more	we	can	nurture,	protect,	and	respect	the	other,	the	greater	the	likelihood	that	our	own	desires	will	be	satisfied.	>>>	Today	in	the	Word	(Song	3:1)	-	Musician	Charlie	Hall	wrote	the	worship	song,	“Chasing	After	You.”	The	lyrics	beautifully	reflect	the	believer’s	relationship	with	God:	“And	I’m	chasing	after	You	/
‘Cause	You	first	chased	after	me	/	And	You	purchased	me	with	blood	/	I	am	free	I	am	complete	/	Now	a	child	of	my	King	/	Leaving	old	I	am	made	new	/	‘Cause	You	first	chased	after	me	/	I	am	chasing	after	You.”	The	third	chapter	of	Song	of	Songs	describes	a	chase.	The	woman	describes	two	things	that	seem	to	have	nothing	in	common:	lying	on	her	bed	and
chasing	after	the	one	she	loves.	Some	commentators	think	that	instead	of	describing	an	actual	activity,	she	is	portraying	the	state	of	her	mind	and	heart.	Whenever	she	is	separated	from	her	love,	she	actively	longs	and	searches	for	the	man	she	loves.	Their	love,	like	a	journey,	now	winds	through	the	streets	of	the	city.	True	loving	relationships	never	come
easily.	They	require	effort	on	the	part	of	everyone	involved.	Whether	it	is	in	our	marital	relationships,	love	between	a	parent	and	child,	or	our	love	for	God,	we	“run	after”	the	ones	we	love.	Passivity	is	not	an	option.	The	good	news	of	Scripture	is	that	this	is	not	a	one-way	chase.	As	we	make	an	effort	to	love,	God	promises	us	that	we	will	be	loved	in	return.
The	woman	is	surprised	in	her	search	to	encounter	the	grand	carriage	of	the	king	approaching	her	(v.	7).	Solomon	approached	wearing	a	wedding	crown	(v.	10).	Her	love	has	been	immeasurably	returned.	What	a	beautiful	illustration	of	the	love	of	God	for	His	children.	Although	we	make	an	effort	in	our	relationship	with	God,	we	know	that	our	love	will	be
rewarded.	He	has	“chased	after	us”	from	the	very	start.	Apply	the	Word	-	Many	of	us	spend	a	good	portion	of	our	lives	chasing	after	something.	We	may	chase	after	wealth	or	fame.	Some	of	us	chase	after	a	particular	desirable	person.	Chasing	is	not	wrong.	It	implies	effort,	determination,	and	action.	It	is	helpful,	though,	to	evaluate	the	object	of	the	chase.	Is
it	worth	it?	Can	it	satisfy?	>>>	Today	in	the	Word	(Song	4:9)	-	Lloyd	and	Marian	Michael	were	sweethearts	during	World	War	II.	Separated	after	Pearl	Harbor,	the	newlyweds	wrote	hundreds	of	love	letters	to	one	another.	When	Lloyd	returned	from	the	war,	the	couple	locked	the	letters	in	a	trunk	for	safekeeping.	In	the	late	1960s,	burglars	broke	into	their
shed	and	took	the	trunk.	“We	just	accepted	they	were	gone	forever,”	Marian	said.	Imagine	their	surprise	when,	in	their	late	80s,	a	man	called	to	return	the	letters—241	in	all.	Reading	them	brought	back	many	fond	memories.	In	one,	Lloyd	had	written	to	Marian,	”When	I	got	into	my	foxhole,	I	could	look	out	and	see	that	old	moon.	.	.	.	I	got	a	very	warm
feeling	inside	of	me	just	sitting	there,	laying	there,	and	looking	at	it,	and	thinking	of	you.”	Chapter	4	of	Song	of	Songs	reads	like	a	love	letter.	Sections	of	this	book	make	some	people	uncomfortable	with	their	detailed	description	of	sensual,	physical	love.	The	man	clearly	adores	the	woman	and	appreciates	her	physical	beauty	in	great	detail.	He	uses	the
language	of	metaphor	and	objects	of	that	culture	to	depict	her	attributes.	He	sees	her	completely,	and	he	loves	what	he	sees.	He	declares,	“You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling;	there	is	no	flaw	in	you”	(v.	7).	Most	of	us	deeply	long	to	be	loved	like	that—completely	and	utterly	adored.	The	man	felt	that	kind	of	love	for	his	young	bride,	a	love	that	was
unabashedly	open	and	true.	Do	we	also	share	this	kind	of	love	with	the	people	in	our	lives,	choosing	to	celebrate	their	most	beautiful	qualities	and	express	our	delight	in	being	in	their	presence?	We	can	be	instruments	of	God’s	love	when	we	care	for	others.	Apply	the	Word	-	Letters	often	convey	the	deep	and	personal	messages	of	our	heart.	Some	of	us	save
letters	to	re-read	again	and	again.	They	remind	us	of	people	and	time	in	our	lives	that	may	now	be	gone.	Scripture	is	a	letter	from	God.	We	treasure	this	letter	from	the	Almighty	God	who	loves	His	children	in	an	intensely	personal	way.	Solomon...	Song	4:10	"How	beautiful	is	your	love,	my	sister,	my	bride!	How	much	better	is	your	love	than	wine,	And	the
fragrance	of	your	oils	Than	all	kinds	of	spices!	11	"Your	lips,	my	bride,	drip	honey;	Honey	and	milk	are	under	your	tongue,	And	the	fragrance	of	your	garments	is	like	the	fragrance	of	Lebanon.	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:10	"How	beautiful	is	your	love,	my	sister,	my	bride!	How	much	better	is	your	love	than	wine,	And	the	fragrance	of	your	oils	Than	all
kinds	of	spices!	HER	LOVE:	DELIGHTFUL	AND	SENSUAL	NET	-How	delightful	is	your	love,	my	sister,	my	bride!	How	much	better	is	your	love	than	wine;	the	fragrance	of	your	perfume	is	better	than	any	spice!	NLT	Your	love	delights	me,	my	treasure,	my	bride.	Your	love	is	better	than	wine,	your	perfume	more	fragrant	than	spices.	LXX-NETS	-	How
beautiful	your	breasts	have	become,	my	sister	bride!	How	beautiful	your	breasts	have	become,	above	wine,	and	your	garments’	fragrance,	beyond	all	spices!	Constable	-	Milk	and	honey	not	only	connote	sweet	delicacies	but	also	the	blessings	of	God	(cf.	Ex	3:8).	Lebanon	was	fragrant	because	of	the	many	cedar	trees	that	covered	its	hills.	(Song	of	Solomon
Commentary)	Your	love	-	This	seems	to	refer	to	the	physical	expression	of	their	love.	Love	(01730)(dod)	refers	to	the	state	or	condition	of	romantic	affection,	which	can	include	sexual	relations.	Compare	Song	7:12	-	“There	will	I	give	thee	my	love”	Fragrance	of	your	oils	-	her	perfumes.	Sweet	fragrances	stimulate	the	senses!	Deere	-	The	verse	might	be	more
accurately	translated,	“How	delightful	are	your	kisses.	How	much	more	pleasing	are	your	caresses	than	wine.”	Her	physical	expressions	of	love	had	a	more	refreshing	and	intoxicating	effect	on	him	than	wine,	just	as	his	expressions	had	earlier	affected	her	(cf.	Song	1:2).	Even	her	perfume	added	to	the	excitement	of	their	love.	The	senses	of	sight,	touch,
smell,	and	sound	were	involved	in	their	love-making.	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:11	"Your	lips,	my	bride,	drip	honey;	Honey	and	milk	are	under	your	tongue,	And	the	fragrance	of	your	garments	is	like	the	fragrance	of	Lebanon.	NET	-Your	lips	drip	sweetness	like	the	honeycomb,	my	bride,	honey	and	milk	are	under	your	tongue.	The	fragrance	of	your
garments	is	like	the	fragrance	of	Lebanon.	NLT	Your	lips	are	as	sweet	as	nectar,	my	bride.	Honey	and	milk	are	under	your	tongue.	Your	clothes	are	scented	like	the	cedars	of	Lebanon.	Beautiful	here	is	not	the	noun	yaphehh	but	the	related	verb	is	yaphah.	Patterson	on	your	lips...drip	honey	-	it	is	probably	better	to	understand	that	the	sweetness	of	the



passionate	kiss	is	in	view.	Longman	adds	that	"The	reference	to	the	honey	dripping	from	her	mouth,	however,	creates	a	more	sensuous	picture.	The	picture	of	the	woman	is	positive,	and	the	desire	for	her	is	certainly	proper.	The	same	image,	however,	is	used	in	a	darker	context	in	Prov	5:3–6	where	the	immoral	woman’s	lips	are	also	described	as	dripping
honey;	but	there	it	is	a	deceit,	since	what	looks	sweet	is	actually	poisonous....That	her	lips	are	sweet	like	nectar	and	that	honey	and	milk	are	under	her	tongue	indicate	his	desire	to	explore	those	regions.	Deep	kisses	will	do	the	job,	to	be	sure.	Again,	the	use	of	images	that	invoke	the	senses—in	this	instance	taste—is	notable.	Like	wine,	honey	and	milk	are
heavy,	sensuous	liquids	that	leave	a	strong	aftertaste—just	like	a	kiss.	Guzik	-	The	whole	scene	is	intimate	and	filled	with	beautiful	sights,	smells,	tastes,	and	words.	We	are	poetically	and	tastefully	brought	to	the	point	of	the	consummation	of	their	intimacy.	Loved	(01730)	(dod)	means	beloved,	loved	one.	32	of	53	OT	uses	are	found	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.
Dod	conveys	three	thoughts	(1)	the	name	or	address	given	by	one	lover	to	another	(Song	5:4,	6:3,	7:9);	(2)	Love,	where	it	speaks	of	the	adulteress	(Pr	7:18)	and	in	a	positive	sense	of	the	love	between	Solomon	and	the	Shulammite	(Song	1:2,	4:10).	Love	is	used	symbolically	of	Jerusalem	reaching	the	"age	for	love"	(Ezek	16:8).	Dod	speaks	of	the	adultery	of
Jerusalem	in	Ezek	23:17.	(3)	Dod	in	some	contexts	means	"uncle"	(Lev	10:4,	1Sa	10:14-16,	Esther	2:15).	Dod	-	53v	-	Lev	10:4;	20:20;	25:49;	Num	36:11;	1	Sam	10:14ff;	14:50;	2	Kgs	24:17;	1	Chr	27:32;	Esth	2:7,	15;	Pr	7:18;	Song	1:2,	4,	13f,	16;	2:3,	8ff,	16f;	4:10,	16;	5:1f,	4ff,	8ff,	16;	6:1ff;	7:9ff;	8:5,	14;	Isa	5:1;	Jer	32:7ff,	12;	Ezek	16:8;	23:17;	Amos	6:10.	Dod
is	translated	in	NAS	as	beloved(31),	beloved's(1),	beloved's	and	my	beloved(1),	love(8),	lovers(1),	uncle(11),	uncle's(6),	uncles'(1).	Carr	-	“Garments	is	not	the	common	word	for	clothing	…	The	salma	is	the	outer	garment	which	served	both	as	a	cloak	for	the	day	and	a	cover	while	sleeping.	This	latter	usage	gave	rise	to	the	use	of	the	word	for	a	bed-covering	…
In	the	context	here,	some	sort	of	sleep-wear	(negligee?)	may	be	implied.”	(Ibid)	Grant	Richison	-	A	biblical	view	of	sex	always	focuses	on	the	mate’s	pleasure	before	one’s	own.	After	Solomon	thinks	of	the	Shulammite,	he	then	invites	her	to	have	sex	(Song	4:8).	He	does	not	make	demands	but	offers	an	invitation	so	that	she	feels	safe	with	the	experience.	The
Shulammite	responds	positively	to	Solomon’s	invitation	(Song	4:9,	10,	11)...Solomon	indicates	that	the	Shulammite	captured	him	sexually	(Song	4:9).	She	ravished	him	by	her	enchanting	power	so	that	he	could	not	resist	her.	He	calls	her	his	“sister,”	which	in	the	ancient	world	meant	“friend.”	True	sexuality	has	a	friendship	dimension	(See	Word	Study	on	NT
parallel=phileo)...Solomon	says	that	the	Shulamite	is	more	intoxicating	than	wine.	Her	smell	is	beyond	the	smell	of	any	spice	(4:10).	He	tells	her	that	her	lips	are	sweet	like	honeycomb.	He	French	kisses	her,	saying	honey	and	milk	are	under	her	tongue	(4:11).	The	Shulamite	placed	fragrances	on	her	clothes	so	that	they	smelled	like	cedar	trees	in	Lebanon.
Therefore,	sight,	smell,	taste,	and	touch	play	a	role	in	lovemaking.	(From	his	online	book	Theology	of	Sex	-	Highly	Recommended)	Longman	on	fragrance	of	your	garments...	-	her	clothes	smell	like	the	pleasant	(and	majestic)	cedars	of	Lebanon,	the	most	renowned	wood	of	that	part	of	the	ancient	world.	Pleasant	smells	motivate	one	to	move	closer,	to	become
intimate.	And	the	next	section	grows	more	intimate	indeed.	>>>	TODAY	IN	THE	WORD	-	While	on	an	expedition	to	Palestine,	Mark	Twain	met	a	young	man	named	Charles	Langdon	from	Elmira,	New	York.	After	the	trip	Twain	visited	Langdon	at	his	home	and	fell	in	love	with	his	sister	Livy.	When	Langdon	discovered	this,	he	suggested	that	Twain	leave
immediately.	Nobody	was	good	enough	to	marry	his	sister.	As	they	were	about	to	depart,	however,	Twain	was	thrown	from	the	seat	of	the	wagon	into	the	street.	Although	he	was	only	dazed	by	the	accident,	Twain	made	the	most	of	the	opportunity.	He	remained	with	the	Langdons	for	two	more	weeks	and	eventually	married	Livy.	Love,	too,	can	make	a	person
feel	dazed.	It	is	possible	to	be	so	overcome	with	love	that	the	effect	is	like	drunkenness.	In	our	reading	today,	the	groom	says	that	the	bride’s	love	is	more	pleasing	than	wine.	Elsewhere	we	read	a	description	of	the	intoxicating	effects	of	love	(Pr.	5:19).	This	is	a	blessing,	but	it	can	also	be	a	danger.	Like	the	effects	of	wine,	this	rush	of	passion	can	lead	to
impaired	judgment.	Sadly,	later	in	life	Solomon	became	a	victim	of	this.	We	read	in	1Ki	11:1,	2,	Solomon	“loved	many	foreign	women	besides	Pharaoh’s	daughter–Moabites,	Ammonites,	Edomites,	Sidonians	and	Hittites.	They	were	from	nations	about	which	the	Lord	had	told	the	Israelites,	'You	must	not	intermarry	with	them,	because	they	will	surely	turn
your	hearts	after	their	gods.’	Nevertheless,	Solomon	held	fast	to	them	in	love.”	Scripture’s	warning	proved	true.	Solomon’s	affection	for	his	seven	hundred	wives	and	three	hundred	concubines	prompted	him	to	engage	in	false	worship.	“As	Solomon	grew	old,	his	wives	turned	his	heart	after	other	gods,	and	his	heart	was	not	fully	devoted	to	the	Lord	his	God,
as	the	heart	of	David	his	father	had	been”	(1Ki	11:4).	Few	people	begin	their	marriage	believing	that	they	will	eventually	commit	adultery.	But	misplaced	affections	can	impair	our	judgment.	The	path	to	infidelity	is	a	subtle	one.	It	often	begins	with	chaste	friendship	accompanied	by	a	strong	sense	of	attraction.	As	affections	grow,	the	people	involved	grow
more	and	more	careless	in	their	behavior.	Comment:	Because	of	the	truth	expressed	in	the	preceding	devotional,	it	behooves	every	married	couple	to	continually	set	a	guard	over	their	heart,	for	to	one	degree	or	another	temptation	will	occur	in	this	area	of	sexuality.	Memorize	and	meditate	and	put	into	practice	(cp	Php	4:9-note	and	the	warning	of	James
1:22-note)	the	wisdom	of	Proverbs	4:23-see	notes.	And	if	you	are	thinking	something	like	"This	could	never	happen	to	my	marriage.	We	could	never	be	tempted	by	the	lure	of	infidelity.",	dear	reader,	you	are	in	even	greater	danger!	(cp	1Pe	2:11-note	where	"wages	war"	is	a	picture	of	continual	strategizing	by	your	very	own	flesh!	Read	also	Mt	26:41,	Gal
5:17-note	and	don't	forget	Ep	6:11-note	and	"the	schemes	[methodeia]"	of	your	mortal	enemy,	the	devil,	1Pe	5:8-note,	is	ever	on	the	prowl	to	destroy	marriages,	cp	Jn	10:10b)	Read	and	ponder	1Co	10:12,	Pr	16:18,	Live	continually	with	a	"holy	fear"	-	Pr	28:14	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:12	"A	garden	locked	is	my	sister,	my	bride,	A	rock	garden	locked,	a
spring	sealed	up.	13	"Your	shoots	are	an	orchard	of	pomegranates	With	choice	fruits,	henna	with	nard	plants,	14	Nard	and	saffron,	calamus	and	cinnamon,	With	all	the	trees	of	frankincense,	Myrrh	and	aloes,	along	with	all	the	finest	spices.	15	"You	are	a	garden	spring,	A	well	of	fresh	water,	And	streams	flowing	from	Lebanon."	Shulammite	(young	woman)...
Song	4:16	"Awake	(imperative	=	command	),	O	north	wind,	and	come	(	imperative	=	command	),	wind	of	the	south;	Make	my	garden	breathe	(	imperative	=	command	)	out	fragrance,	Let	its	spices	be	wafted	abroad.	May	my	beloved	come	into	his	garden	And	eat	its	choice	fruits!"	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:12	"A	garden	locked	is	my	sister,	my	bride,	A
rock	garden	locked,	a	spring	sealed	up.	PRAISE	FOR	CHASTITY	AND	MORAL	PURITY	NET	-	You	are	a	locked	garden,	my	sister,	my	bride;	you	are	an	enclosed	spring,	a	sealed-up	fountain.	NLT	You	are	my	private	garden,	my	treasure,	my	bride,	a	secluded	spring,	a	hidden	fountain.	A	garden	locked	-	metaphor	for	Solomon's	wife's	loyalty	to	him	and	for	no
other	man.	She	had	kept	herself	a	virgin	to	given	to	him	alone!	Dear	readers	let	us	learn	from	this	Song	the	high	value	of	this	rare	quality	(sadly)	in	our	culture!	Let	us	teach	it	to	our	children	seeking	the	Spirit's	enablement	to	counter	the	current	of	moral	relativism	that	is	sweeping	America	in	the	twenty-first	century.	Notice	the	emphasis	on	the	exclusivity
and	protected	nature	of	their	sexual	relationship	(locked...locked...sealed	up	=	all	suggest	inaccessibility!).	And	by	he	way,	there	is	no	need	to	be	"crude"	in	one's	interpretation	of	these	(or	the	following)	metaphors!	Longman	sees	garden	"as	an	image	of	the	woman’s	sexuality."	Deere	-	Springs	were	sometimes	covered,	and	fountains	were	sealed	on	the	sides
with	clay	to	indicate	private	ownership.	Similarly,	she	had	kept	herself	“sealed”	from	all	others,	thus	preserving	her	purity	for	her	husband.	Grant	Richison	-	The	Shulammite	describes	herself	as	a	locked	garden,	an	enclosed	spring,	and	a	sealed	fountain	(Song	4:12).	With	each	phrase,	she	describes	herself	as	property	belonging	only	to	Solomon.	She	sexually
belongs	only	to	him;	the	Shulammite	kept	herself	exclusively	for	Solomon	(Song	4:12,	13,	14,	15).	Solomon	picks	up	the	imagery	of	the	garden	in	Song	4:13,	14.	He	describes	the	Shulammite	using	a	list	of	items	found	in	a	garden.	Although	the	Shulammite	locked	the	garden	to	other	men,	it	was	completely	open	to	Solomon	without	reservation.	There	is	a
relationship	between	mutual,	exclusive	sex	and	sexual	enjoyment.	Now	the	Shulammite	speaks	for	the	first	time.	She	invites	Solomon	to	make	love	with	her	in	Song	4:16.	(From	his	online	book	Theology	of	Sex	-	Recommended)	You	are	a	garden	spring...well	of	fresh	water...streams	flowing	-	You	refers	to	the	Shulammite.	Clearly	she	is	not	a	garden,	etc,	thus
Solomon	is	using	metaphors	to	describe	her.	Notice	the	repetition	of	the	metaphor	of	water	(spring...well...streams),	which	is	a	wonderful	picture	of	the	Shulammite	in	Solomon's	eyes.	Would	his	words	build	her	up	or	tear	her	down?	Husbands,	what	lesson	do	we	need	to	learn	from	Solomon's	language?	How	encouraging	are	your	words	to	your	wife?	How
does	your	"garden"	grow?	Are	you	"watering"	the	"garden"	with	wise	words?	Longman	feels	'the	Song	must	be	read	in	the	context	of	the	garden	of	Eden,	where	human	sexuality	is	first	introduced.	The	pervasive	garden	theme	in	the	Song	evokes	memories	of	the	garden	before	the	fall.	Since	Adam	had	no	suitable	partner,	God	created	Eve,	and	the	man	and
the	woman	stood	naked	in	the	garden	and	felt	no	shame	(Ge	2:25),	exulting	in	one	another's	"flesh"	(Ge	2:23-24)....the	garden	(as	with	the	orchard	and	vineyard)	is	an	image	of	the	woman’s	sexuality.	That	there	is	a	spring	or	fountain	in	the	midst	of	this	garden	is	also	suggestive	of	the	woman’s	most	intimate	place,	the	locus	of	lovemaking,	her	vagina.	This
imagery	is	used	throughout	ancient	Near	Eastern	love	poetry	and	elsewhere	in	the	Bible	(e.g.,	Prov	5:15–19)."	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:13	"Your	shoots	are	an	orchard	of	pomegranates	with	choice	fruits,	henna	with	nard	plants,	NET	-	Your	shoots	are	a	royal	garden	full	of	pomegranates	with	choice	fruits:	henna	with	nard,	NLT	Your	thighs	shelter	a
paradise	of	pomegranates	with	rare	spices--	henna	with	nard,	The	young	man	delivers	a	tasteful	figurative	description	of	this	sexually	explicit	scene	("Your	thighs	shelter	a	paradise"-NLT).	"Tasteful"	is	a	good	word	for	all	husbands!	There	is	no	room	for	crude	sexual	allusions	when	we	approach	our	beloved	for	times	of	intimacy	(or	at	any	other	time	for	that
matter)!	picture)	-	i.e.,	"grained	apple"	(pomum	granatum),	Heb.	rimmon.	Common	in	Egypt	(Num.	20:5)	and	Palestine	(13:23;	Deut.	8:8).	The	Romans	called	it	Punicum	malum,	i.e.,	Carthaginian	apple,	because	they	received	it	from	Carthage.	It	belongs	to	the	myrtle	family	of	trees.	The	withering	of	the	pomegranate	tree	is	mentioned	among	the	judgments	of
God	(Joel	1:12).	It	is	frequently	mentioned	in	the	Song	of	Solomon	(Song	4:3,	13,	etc).	The	skirt	of	the	high	priest's	blue	robe	and	ephod	was	adorned	with	the	representation	of	pomegranates,	alternating	with	golden	bells	(Ex.	28:33,34),	as	also	were	the	"capitals	upon	the	two	pillars"	(1Ki	7:20)	which	"stood	before	the	house."	(See	dictionary	articles)
Orchard	(06508	-	 ּדְרַפּ סֵ )	(pardes)	means	a	preserve	or	park	and	is	translated	in	Lxx	with	paradeisos	which	is	transliterated	into	our	English	word	"paradise."	Used	only	in	Neh	2:8	("king's	forest"),	Eccl	2:5	("gardens	and	parks")	and	here	in	Song	4:13.	The	original	Old	Persian	(Avestan)	term	pairidaeza	designated	the	enclosed	parks	and	pleasure-grounds
which	were	the	exclusive	domain	of	the	Persian	kings	and	nobility	in	the	Achaemenid	period.	The	Babylonian	term	pardesu	means	“marvelous	garden,”	in	reference	to	the	enclosed	parks	of	the	kings.	The	term	passed	into	Greek	as	paradeisos,	“enclosed	park,	pleasure-ground”,	referring	to	the	enclosed	parks	and	gardens	of	the	Persian	kings.	Song	4:13-14
The	word	paradise	may	mean	simply	"park"	or	"orchard,"	but	it	may	also	allude	to	the	perfection	of	Eden.	The	Hebrew	rendered	branches	is	difficult	to	translate	but	not	difficult	to	understand.	It	refers	to	all	the	"extensions"	from	the	garden	soil:	all	the	fruits,	trees,	and	spices.	It	is	not	the	word	for	"garden,"	but	for	all	that	the	garden	contains,	so	it
anticipates	the	entire	description	in	Song	4:13-14.	Pomegranates	were	symbols	of	lovemaking	and	fertility;	henna	had	small	red	and	white	blossoms;	nard	was	famous	for	its	aroma;	saffron	was	linked	with	nard,	possibly	because	the	spices	were	in	the	saffron's	stigmata,	which	when	gathered	together	resembled	a	handful	of	yarn,	perhaps	providing	a	delicate
metaphor	of	Shulammite's	sexuality.	Calamus	(Hb	qaneh)	and	cinnamon	(Hb	qinnamon)	are	alliterative	and,	like	nard	and	saffron,	combine	plant	(the	long,	green-ribboned	leaves	of	the	calamus	that	grew	in	marshes)	with	fragrance.	The	trees	of	frankincense	continue	the	movement	to	the	larger,	more	overwhelming	beauty	of	the	garden,	perhaps	a	metaphor
for	the	increasing	intensity	of	the	experience.	(HCSB)	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:14	Nard	and	saffron,	calamus	and	cinnamon,	with	all	the	trees	of	frankincense,	myrrh	and	aloes,	along	with	all	the	finest	spices	A	PLETHORA	OF	PRECIOUS	SPICES	NET	-	nard	and	saffron;	calamus	and	cinnamon	with	every	kind	of	spice,	myrrh	and	aloes	with	all	the	finest
spices.	NLT	nard	and	saffron,	fragrant	calamus	and	cinnamon,	with	all	the	trees	of	frankincense,	myrrh,	and	aloes,	and	every	other	lovely	spice.	Solomon	(young	man)...	Song	4:15	"You	are	a	garden	spring,	a	well	of	fresh	water	(living	water),	and	streams	flowing	from	Lebanon."	NET	-	You	are	a	garden	spring,	a	well	of	fresh	water	flowing	down	from
Lebanon.	NLT	You	are	a	garden	fountain,	a	well	of	fresh	water	streaming	down	from	Lebanon's	mountains.	Constable	-	Though	she	had	kept	her	most	intimate	parts	from	others	in	the	past,	they	were	now	open	to	Solomon,	and	he	experienced	full	satisfaction	with	her	love.	(Song	of	Solomon	Commentary)	Deere	observes	that	"This	part	of	the	metaphor
contrasts	with	her	inaccessibility	as	a	garden	and	water	in	Song	4:12."	That	which	was	"inaccessible"	in	Song	4:12	is	"accessible"	to	the	young	man!	Compare	Pr	5:15	-	Drink	water	from	your	own	cistern,	and	fresh	water	from	your	own	well.	NET	Note	on	garden	spring	-	Heb	“a	fountain	of	gardens”	or	“a	headwaters	for	gardens.”	The	term	 ןַיְעמַ 	(m’yan,
“fountain”)	denotes	“source,	headwaters”	as	the	place	of	origin	of	streams	(HALOT	612	s.v.	 ןַיְעמַ ).	The	term	does	not	refer	to	a	water	fountain	such	as	commonly	found	in	modern	cultivated	gardens	or	parks;	rather,	it	refers	to	the	headwaters	of	streams	and	rivers,	such	as	Banyas	as	the	headwaters	of	the	Jordan.....In	Song	4:12–14	the	bride	is	figuratively
described	as	a	garden	with	exotic	plants;	however,	in	4:15	the	metaphor	shifts	to	the	source	of	the	water	for	the	garden:	 ןַיעְמַ 	(“headwaters”)	and	 ראְֵּב 	(bé’er,	“well”)	of	fresh	water	flowing	down	from	Lebanon.	(NET	Notes	on	Song	4)	NET	Note	on	fresh	water	-	Heb	“living	water.”	The	phrase	 ּיחַ םיִ 	 םיִמַ 	(mayim	khayyim,	“living	water”)	refers	to	flowing,	fresh	water	in	contrast
to	standing,	stagnant	water	(Gen	26:19;	Lev	14:5–6,	50–52;	15:13;	Num	19:17;	Jer	2:13;	17:13;	Zech	14:8;	Song	4:15)....The	adjective	 ּיחַ םיִ 	(“living”)	frequently	refers	to	what	is	fresh	(Ge	26:19),	healthy	(Sir	30:14),	or	thriving	(Ge	43:7,	27).	Fresh,	flowing	water	is	pictured	as	pure	(Lev	14:5–6,	50–52;	15:13)	and	a	source	of	refreshment	(Ge	26:19).	(Ibid)	Guzik	-
The	idea	is	not	that	this	metaphorical	spring	or	fountain	is	dried	up	and	useless;	rather	that	it	is	protected	so	that	its	water	can	only	go	to	its	rightful	owner.	“To	‘seal’	a	spring	was	to	enclose	it	and	protect	the	water	for	its	rightful	owner;	Hezekiah	did	this	when	he	had	the	tunnel	dug	from	the	Virgin’s	Spring	at	Gihon	to	the	Pool	of	Siloam	to	safeguard
Jerusalem’s	water	supply	[2	Kings	20:20].”	(Carr)	Glickman	-	Her	garden	is	a	paradise	of	delightful	fruits,	fragrant	flowers,	colorful	blossoms,	towering	trees	and	aromatic	spices.	She	is	overwhelmingly	beautiful,	as	refreshing	and	uplifting	as	spring	flowers	and	enchanting	spices.	She	was	the	embodiment	of	the	rich	life	of	spring	itself.	(Ibid).	Guzik	-	In
seeing	the	goodness	and	honor	and	blessing	of	virginity—of	a	woman’s	sexuality	being	protected	and	not	trampled	upon	until	it	is	ready	to	be	properly	yielded	in	marriage—it	is	almost	impossible	for	those	women	who	have	not	properly	guarded	their	virginity	(or	worse	yet	had	it	stolen	from	them)	to	feel	that	they	can	never	enjoy	this	blessing	or	anything	like
it.	It	is	true	that	once	entered,	this	garden	can	no	longer	be	un-entered.	But	to	extend	the	garden	metaphor,	a	garden	that	has	been	trodden	upon	and	is	in	disarray	can	be	restored	again	to	health	and	beauty	through	wisdom,	self-control,	effort,	and	most	importantly	through	the	work	of	the	Master	Gardener	(the	one	who	created	the	woman’s	sexuality).	It
cannot	be	un-entered	if	it	already	has	been,	but	it	can	be	restored	to	goodness.	These	principles	apply	equally	unto	men,	who	may	of	course	also	unwisely	forfeit	their	virginity.	Like	the	woman	taken	in	adultery	and	brought	before	Jesus,	one	can	hear	the	words	from	their	Savior,	“Neither	do	I	condemn	You”	and	“Go	and	sin	no	more.”	Shulammite	(young
woman)...	Song	4:16	"Awake	(imperative	=	command	),	O	north	wind,	and	come	(	imperative	=	command	)	,	wind	of	the	south;	Make	my	garden	breathe	(	imperative	=	command	)	out	fragrance,	Let	its	spices	be	wafted	abroad.	May	my	beloved	come	into	his	garden	And	eat	its	choice	fruits!"	THE	YOUNG	WOMAN'S	INVITATION	TO	INTIMACY	NET	-	Awake,
O	north	wind;	come,	O	south	wind!	Blow	on	my	garden	so	that	its	fragrant	spices	may	send	out	their	sweet	smell.	May	my	beloved	come	into	his	garden	and	eat	its	delightful	fruit!	NLT	Awake,	north	wind!	Rise	up,	south	wind!	Blow	on	my	garden	and	spread	its	fragrance	all	around.	Come	into	your	garden,	my	love;	taste	its	finest	fruits.
Awake...come...make...breathe	-	Three	imperatives.	She	is	calling	for	the	wind	to	carry	the	fragrances	(described	in	Song	4:13-14)	to	the	young	man	POSB	-	The	word	awake	(‘uwr)	is	the	same	word	the	young	woman	had	used	in	her	admonitions	to	her	friends	in	Song	2:7	and	Song	3:5.	She	had	charged	them	to	not	stir	up	the	passions	of	love	until	they	were
married.	This	had	been	her	faithful,	diligent	practice,	and	now	the	right	person	and	the	right	time	had	arrived	to	awaken	her	full,	unrestrained,	sexual	desires.	She	continued	the	love	language	of	her	groom,	and	invited	the	winds	to	carry	her	fragrance	to	her	beloved	husband.	Her	call	to	both	the	north	and	south	winds	told	her	husband	that	she	desired	their
lovemaking	to	be	strong	and	passionate	as	well	as	tender	and	caring.	(Ibid)	Criswell	-	The	Shulamite	tastefully,	poetically,	and	directly	invites	her	lover	to	come	and	fully	possess	her	in	intimate	lovemaking.	She	is	available	and	willing	for	him	to	enjoy	her	as	one	would	enjoy	the	choice	fruits	of	a	garden.	Longman	on	north	wind...wind	of	the	south	-	The
mention	of	these	two	winds	coming	from	opposite	directions	is	a	merism	that	signifies	that	the	woman	is	opening	herself	completely	and	without	reservation	to	the	man.	Glickman	-	As	the	breezes	of	spring	are	the	fragrant	messengers	of	a	garden	sent	to	lure	the	outside	world	within,	so	now	she	requests	those	breezes	to	blow	upon	her	garden	and	bring	her
lover	to	her	…	With	poetic	beauty	and	propriety	she	asks	her	lover	to	possess	her.	(Ibid)	Deere	-	The	beloved’s	request	that	the	winds	blow	on	her	garden,	that	is,	herself	(cf.	Song	4:12,	15)	was	a	delicate,	poetically	beautiful	invitation	to	her	lover	to	fully	possess	her	(come	into	her).	Guzik	on	may	my	beloved	come	into	his	garden	And	eat	its	choice	fruits	-
This	is	the	moment	of	yielded	virginity,	where	the	beloved	is	invited	to	enjoy	the	previously	protected	and	sealed	sexuality	of	the	maiden.	A	line	before,	the	maiden	called	it	“my	garden”;	now	it	was	his	garden.	Her	virginity,	her	sexuality,	was	protected	so	that	it	could	be	fully	given	to	her	beloved.	“And	she	calls	the	garden	both	hers	and	his,	because	of	the
oneness	which	is	between	them	…	whereby	they	have	a	common	interest	one	in	another’s	person	and	concerns.”	(Poole).	The	description	is	poetic	and	shy;	the	experience	was	deep	and	moving..	He	and	he	alone	has	the	right	to	eat	the	pleasant	fruits	of	her	garden;	only	he	can	enjoy	the	pleasure	and	blessing	of	the	maiden’s	sexuality.	My	garden...his	garden
-	Notice	the	change	of	pronouns	as	she	invites	her	beloved	to	possess	her.	She	was	now	fully	his,	withholding	nothing	from	him.	(cp	1Cor	7:4).	My	beloved	-	The	young	woman's	term	of	endearment	for	the	young	man.	This	specific	phrase	"my	beloved"	occurs	24x	in	23v	-	Song	1:13,	14,	16;	2:3,	8,	9,	10,	16,	17;	4:16;	5:2,	4,	5,	6	(twice),	Song	5:8,	10,	16;	6:2,	3;
7:9,	11,	13;	8:14.	(There	are	only	2	other	uses	in	the	entire	OT	-	Isaiah	5:1,	God	referring	to	Israel	and	Jeremiah	11:15).	Guzik	-	Seeing	the	high	value	of	virginity	also	helps	us	to	understand	the	Biblical	commands	against	pre-marital	sex.	It	is	helpful	to	refute	many	myths	about	pre-marital	sex:	•	Myth:	“The	Bible	says	nothing	against	premarital	sex.”	Fact:
The	high	value	placed	on	virginity,	seen	here	and	in	other	passages	such	as	Deuteronomy	22:13–29	shows	premarital	sex	is	wrong.	But	it	also	clearly	found	in	the	passages	that	speak	against	the	sexual	sin	known	in	the	New	Testament	as	porneia,	and	commonly	translated	“fornication”	(1	Corinthians	6:13	and	6:18;	Ephesians	5:3	and	5:5;	1	Thessalonians
4:3.	Porneia	broadly	refers	to	all	types	of	sexual	activity	outside	of	marriage	(including	homosexuality);	it	encompasses	practically	all	sexual	behavior	outside	of	that	which	is	practiced	between	a	husband	and	a	wife	in	the	bonds	of	their	marriage.	•	Myth:	“He	wants	to	have	sex	with	me	because	he	loves	me.”	Fact:	His	love	for	you	will	be	proved	by	his
willingness	to	wait	for	marriage.	The	desire	for	sex	does	not	prove	love	in	a	man.	In	one	survey,	55%	of	men	said	“yes”	to	the	following	question:	“If	you	could	be	certain	that	your	wife	or	girlfriend	would	never	know,	would	you	have	sex	with	any	of	her	friends?”	And	to	the	question,	“Have	you	ever	had	sex	with	a	woman	you	have	actively	disliked?”	58%	of
men	said	“yes”.	You	are	foolish	if	you	think	a	boy	loves	you—or	even	likes	you—because	he	wants	to	have	sex	with	you.	•	Myth:	“My	boyfriend	is	a	Christian	and	loves	the	Lord.	I	don’t	have	to	worry	about	that.”	Fact:	Christian	men	face	the	same	challenges	as	non-Christians	when	it	comes	to	sexual	desires	and	lusts.	They	have	the	ability	to	overcome	those
lusts	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	but	it	isn’t	easy	and	many	who	thought	they	were	strong	enough	have	fallen	to	these	sins.	•	Myth:	“We	are	going	to	get	married,	so	it	doesn’t	matter.”	Fact:	It	does	matter.	First,	you	are	setting	a	value	on	your	own	sexuality;	there	is	a	sense	in	which	a	woman	then	gives	her	future	husband	the	right	to	treat	her	as	an
object.	Second,	you	are	setting	a	pattern;	you	are	agreeing	that	in	some	circumstances,	sex	outside	of	marriage	is	acceptable,	and	this	is	something	you	don’t	want	in	your	mind	or	in	the	mind	of	your	marriage	partner;	especially	because	on	of	the	most	important	aspects	of	a	long	lasting,	fulfilling	sexual	relationship	is	trust.	Third,	you	are	only	taking	away
from	the	blessing	God	intends	for	your	sexual	relationship	when	married.	•	Myth:	“We	can	be	married	before	God.”	Fact:	If	you	were	on	a	desert	island	without	any	intuitions	of	government	or	society,	this	might	be	an	argument.	But	marriage	in	both	the	Biblical	and	cultural	sense	is	being	joined	together	in	a	public	ceremony	that	is	recognized	as	legal	and
legitimate	by	the	law	and	the	culture.	You	aren’t	on	a	desert	island.	>>>	TODAY	IN	THE	WORD	-	Despite	evidence	that	indicates	they	are	effective,	abstinence	programs	continue	to	be	a	controversial	approach	to	sex	education	in	many	public	schools.	Most	abstinence	programs	do	not	use	the	Bible	to	convince	young	people	not	to	have	sex	before	marriage,
but	their	strategy	is	based	upon	the	old-fashioned	biblical	value	of	chastity.	Usually	supporters	argue	that	they	do	a	better	job	of	protecting	young	people	from	unwanted	pregnancies	and	sexually	transmitted	diseases.	One	program	in	Tennessee,	for	example,	was	credited	with	helping	the	county	drop	its	state	ranking	in	teen	pregnancies	from	first	to	sixty-
fourth,	accomplished	in	three	years.	In	today’s	reading,	we	find	another	important	benefit	to	chastity.	It	not	only	protects	from	disease	and	unwanted	pregnancy,	it	also	enhances	the	beauty	of	sex	in	marriage.	The	groom	praises	the	chaste	character	of	his	bride	by	describing	her	as	a	“garden	locked	up,”	a	“spring	enclosed”	and	a	“sealed	fountain.”	The
practice	of	abstinence	did	not	make	her	seem	like	a	prude,	but	rather	like	a	beautiful	private	garden.	Old	Testament	commentator	Franz	Delitzsch	notes,	“To	a	locked	garden	and	spring	no	one	has	access	but	the	rightful	owner,	and	a	sealed	fountain	is	shut	against	all	impurity.”	The	practice	of	chastity	is	not	rooted	in	a	hatred	of	sex	but	an	understanding	of
its	true	value.	The	chaste	person	recognizes	the	beauty	of	moral	purity.	Abstinence	did	not	make	the	bride	less	attractive	to	Solomon,	it	increased	his	longing	for	her.	Moral	purity	enhances	one’s	enjoyment	of	sex.	Chastity	is	a	relevant	issue	for	single	and	married	alike.	Both	have	an	obligation	to	control	their	own	bodies	that	today’s	verse	describes	as	“in	a
way	that	is	holy	and	honorable”	(1Th	4:4).	For	the	single	person	this	means	abstaining	from	sexual	activity	until	marriage.	For	the	married	person	it	means	keeping	the	gate	to	this	garden	of	secret	delights	locked	to	all	but	one’s	spouse.	Hebrews	13:4	warns,	“Marriage	should	be	honored	by	all,	and	the	marriage	bed	kept	pure,	for	God	will	judge	the
adulterer	and	all	the	sexually	immoral.”	GO	TO...	Song	of	Songs	3	Commentary	Song	of	Songs	5	Commentary	Joe	Guglielmo's	Sermon	Notes	SONG	OF	SOLOMON	4	Song	4:1-5	Do	you	think	Solomon	loves	her?	You	bet	he	does	and	he	tells	her	that	there	is	no	one	who	can	compare	with	her!	He	is	showing	her	how	much	he	loves	her	by	what	he	is	saying	to
her.	Now	what	I	want	you	to	notice	is	that	this	love	is	not	conditional.	He	does	not	say,	“I’ll	love	you	if	you	do	this.”	Or	“I’ll	love	you	when	you	do	that.”	Or	“I	love	you	but	.	.	.”	He	tells	his	bride	“I	LOVE	YOU	-	PERIOD!”	It	is	as	Paul	said	in	I	Corinthians	13:4-8a,	“Love	suffers	long	and	is	kind;	love	does	not	envy;	love	does	not	parade	itself,	is	not	puffed	up;
does	not	behave	rudely,	does	not	seek	its	own,	is	not	provoked,	thinks	no	evil;	does	not	rejoice	in	iniquity,	but	rejoices	in	the	truth;	bears	all	things,	believes	all	things,	hopes	all	things,	endures	all	things.	Love	never	fails.”	If	that	is	the	kind	of	love	we	have	for	each	other	in	our	marriage	then	we	would	not	have	any	problems.	But	once	we	move	away	from	this
Agape	love,	this	unconditional	love	and	start	focusing	on	self,	there	are	many	problems.	But	Solomon	shows	unconditional	love	here	for	his	bride!	There	is	great	comfort	in	that.	That	kind	of	love	removes	fear.	The	wife	can	be	who	she	is	and	does	not	have	to	live	up	to	his	standard.	She	sees	his	love	for	her	and	she	can	rest	in	that.	That	is	how	it	should	be	in
marriage	men!	It	is	as	John	said	regarding	God’s	love	for	us	in	I	John	4:18.	He	said	“There	is	no	fear	in	love;	but	perfect	love	casts	out	fear,	because	fear	involves	torment.	But	he	who	fears	has	not	been	made	perfect	in	love.”	May	we	have	that	kind	of	love	for	our	wife!	Now	I	would	not	encourage	you	to	use	the	phrases	he	is	using	to	describe	your	wife,	but
back	then	they	meant	something	and	I	guess	something	better	than	they	do	today.	I	am	not	sure	if	dove’s	eyes	are	beautiful,	I	have	never	looked	that	closely	but	to	Solomon	they	were!	In	regards	to	the	goat’s	hair,	their	hair	was	black	and	as	they	gathered	on	the	mountain	side	it	looked	like	black	silky	hair.	It	was	beautiful.	If	you	say	that	about	your	wife
today,	that	her	hair	is	like	goats	hair,	she	might	be	a	little	mad.	But	back	then,	it	was	thought	of	as	beautiful.	She	has	beautiful	white	teeth	that	were	straight	and	she	wasn’t	missing	any	I	think	is	the	idea	here.	Her	lips	were	beautiful,	no	Botox	here!	Her	temples	were	beautiful,	her	neck	like	“the	tower	of	David”	may	be	speaking	that	it	was	long!	And	he	even
speaks	of	her	breasts	as	being	satisfying	to	him.	Solomon	is	in	love,	he	is	head	over	heels	in	love	with	her!	He	is	not	embarrassed	by	speaking	of	her	beauty	and	we	should	not	be	embarrassed	to	let	others	see	that	we	love	our	wife!	Now	this	might	blow	you	away	but	God	is	head	over	heels	in	love	with	us!	Song	4:6	We	are	not	sure	who	is	speaking	here.	Some
feel	it	is	Solomon	and	he	is	just	expressing	his	desire	to	be	alone	with	his	bride.	It	could	be.	But	I	lean	more	to	this	being	his	bride	speaking,	maybe	embarrassed	by	what	was	said	of	her	because	as	you	get	to	verse	7	you	see	Solomon	speak	of	his	bride	once	again	and	how	there	were	no	imperfections	in	her,	none	at	all!	I	think	this	is	also	a	beautiful	picture	of
how	we	feel.	We	feel	we	don’t	deserve	God’s	love	and	we	don’t.	We	don’t	think	we	are	beautiful	and	I	guess	we	are	not	in	our	own	eyes	but	the	Lord	sees	us	as	beautiful.	But	as	we	read	on	and	see	what	Solomon	says	and	as	a	picture	of	Christ	and	what	He	says	to	us,	His	bride,	it	does	fit.	Song	4:7-8	Men,	here	is	a	lesson	for	us	to	learn.	Our	wives	need	to	be
comforted	and	that	is	exactly	what	Solomon	is	doing	here.	He	comforts	her	insecurity	by	telling	her	she	is	perfect;	there	is	no	spot	or	blemish	that	he	sees	in	her.	Now	I	also	like	that	because	that	is	how	God	sees	us.	Not	as	we	are,	but	what	we	will	be	in	glory.	We	have	not	reached	that	perfect	state,	God	is	bringing	us	to	it,	as	Philippians	1:6	tells	us,	“being
confident	of	this	very	thing,	that	He	who	has	begun	a	good	work	in	you	will	complete	it	until	the	day	of	Jesus	Christ.”	Notice	that	I	am	not	confident	in	myself	that	I	will	complete	the	work,	but	in	God	that	what	He	began	in	my	life	He	will	complete.	He	began	the	work	of	my	salvation	some	30	plus	years	ago	and	what	He	started	He	will	finish.	You	see,	we
should	not	have	confidence	in	our	flesh,	only	in	Him.	He	chose	me,	called	me,	and	will	perfect	me	in	Christ	and	the	same	with	you.	He	will	complete	the	work	He	has	begun	as	Jude	24	says,	“Now	to	Him	who	is	able	to	keep	you	from	stumbling,	And	to	present	you	faultless	Before	the	presence	of	His	glory	with	exceeding	joy.”	We	are	told	that	he	has	come	to
pick	up	his	bride	in	the	area	of	Lebanon	and	is	now	bringing	her	home	to	Jerusalem.	Glickman	sums	what	is	going	on	here	for	us	as	he	wrote,	“In	asking	her	to	come	from	such	fearful	places,	he	is	really	asking	her	to	bring	her	thoughts	completely	to	him	and	leave	her	fears	behind	and	perhaps	to	leave	the	lingering	thoughts	of	home	behind	as	well	.	.	.	he
wished	her	to	leave	her	fear	and	anxiety	about	the	new	life	of	marriage	and	simply	come	to	him	.	.	.	So	he	calls	her	from	her	fears	to	his	arms.”	Song	4:9-11	Do	you	think	Solomon	is	in	love?	You	bet	he	is,	Solomon	is	love	struck!	Was	Solomon	physically	attracted	to	her?	You	bet	he	was	but	that	love	was	even	deeper	than	that,	he	loved	the	beauty	that	was	in
her	and	that	overflowed	outwardly.	One	of	the	things	that	attracted	me	to	my	wife,	well,	it	was	everything	but	there	was	one	thing	that	drew	me	to	her	and	that	were	her	eyes.	They	are	beautiful.	“Pastor	Joe,	you	were	drawn	to	Julie	because	of	her	outward	beauty?”	Yes,	you	bet!	I	know,	some	will	tell	you	that	physical	attraction	is	wrong.	They	will	say	that	it
is	of	the	flesh.	I	disagree.	I	think	we	should	be	physically	attracted	to	the	one	we	love,	and	as	that	relationship	grows,	it	no	longer	is	just	a	physical	attraction,	but	runs	much	deeper.	If	it	doesn’t,	the	relationship	will	fade	away,	break	up.	Solomon	was	attracted	to	her	beauty	and	like	I	have	said,	that	beauty	was	not	only	outward!	Solomon	is	so	excited	that	the
one	he	loves	is	going	to	be	his	bride.	And	he	speaks	of	this	love	that	they	had	together	and	the	word	used	here	for	“love”	speaks	of	romantic	love	expressed	with	physical	contact.	He	is	telling	her	that	the	love	they	share	together	was	more	refreshing	and	more	intoxicating	than	wine.	All	their	senses	were	involved	in	this	romantic	love;	sight,	smell,	touch	and
sound!	I	can’t	imagine	being	married	to	someone	that	you	did	not	love	that	way.	Coming	home	day	in	and	day	out	and	there	is	no	spark,	there	is	nothing.	That	would	be	horrible.	I	realize	that	some	would	have	you	believe	that	intimacy,	this	kind	of	love	is	wrong,	some	even	go	to	the	extreme	and	feel	that	sex	is	wrong	between	a	husband	and	wife	if	you	are
not	trying	to	have	children.	Give	me	a	break.	God	has	given	us	sex	to	enjoy	between	a	husband	and	his	wife.	Do	I	have	Scripture	to	support	that?	You	bet	I	do,	for	Paul	tells	us	in	Hebrews	13:4,“Marriage	is	honorable	among	all,	and	the	bed	undefiled;	but	fornicators	and	adulterers	God	will	judge.”	So	if	you	are	not	enraptured	with	your	spouse,	why	not?	Song
4:12-15	That	phrase,	“A	garden	enclosed”	is	a	euphemism	speaking	of	her	virginity.	He	speaks	of	how	much	he	valued	her	purity.	I	wish	people	would	value	their	virginity	today.	The	world	has	taken	something	that	God	has	given	us,	the	joy	of	sexual	relations	between	married	couples	and	has	cheapened	it,	there	seems	to	be	no	real	value	to	being	a	virgin
prior	to	your	marriage	today.	And	if	you	are	people	make	fun	of	you,	go	figure!	How	wrong	a	concept	that	is	and	I	wish	people	would	understand	that.	For	those	of	you	who	aren’t	married,	don’t	believe	a	person	who	tells	you	they	love	you	and	then	want	to	have	sex	with	you	outside	of	marriage.	They	don’t	love	you,	they	lust	you!	The	relationship	between
Solomon	and	his	bride	was	rich	and	deep	and	they	did	not	have	sexual	relations	until	they	were	married.	Song	4:16	Keep	in	mind	that	they	are	married	and	she	is	calling	for	him	to	come	and	enjoy	the	fruits	of	her	garden,	to	be	intimate	with	her.	Please	understand	what	is	going	on	here.	The	wedding	ceremony	began	with	a	procession	of	the	bridegroom
coming	to	pick	up	his	bride	at	her	home.	They	were	then	escorted	to	the	home	he	had	built	for	them	to	live	in,	and	that	night	the	couple	consummated	their	marriage.	Then,	the	feast	would	continue	on,	sometimes	lasting	several	days.	It	is	on	this	first	night	that	she	is	beckoning	for	him	to	come	into	her	and	consummate	the	marriage.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	we
are	to	let	the	beauty	of	the	Lord	come	upon	us	so	that	His	fragrance	may	flow	through	us	and	touch	the	lives	of	others.	And	the	only	way	that	the	fragrance	of	the	Lord	is	going	to	permeate	your	life	is	if	you	come	in	contact	with	Him.	Paul	tells	us	in	II	Corinthians	2:14-17,	“Now	thanks	be	to	God	who	always	leads	us	in	triumph	in	Christ,	and	through	us
diffuses	the	fragrance	of	His	knowledge	in	every	place.	For	we	are	to	God	the	fragrance	of	Christ	among	those	who	are	being	saved	and	among	those	who	are	perishing.	To	the	one	we	are	the	aroma	of	death	leading	to	death,	and	to	the	other	the	aroma	of	life	leading	to	life.	And	who	is	sufficient	for	these	things?	For	we	are	not,	as	so	many,	peddling	the	word
of	God;	but	as	of	sincerity,	but	as	from	God,	we	speak	in	the	sight	of	God	in	Christ.”	I	think	many	times,	because	we	are	so	far	removed	from	that	culture	we	miss	what	is	going	on.	Paul	takes	this	illustration	from	the	Roman	Triumph	Parade	that	was	given	to	generals	who	were	successful	in	battle,	returning	home	in	victory.	Of	this	Barclay	tells	us:	In	a
Triumph	the	procession	of	the	victorious	general	marched	through	the	streets	of	Rome	to	the	Capitol	.	.	.	first	came	the	state	officials	and	the	senate.	Then	came	the	trumpeters.	Then	were	carried	the	spoils	taken	from	the	conquered	land	.	.	.	Then	came	the	pictures	of	the	conquered	land	and	models	of	conquered	citadels	and	ships.	There	followed	the	white
bull	for	sacrifice	which	would	be	made.	Then	there	walked	the	captive	princes,	leaders	and	generals	in	chains,	shortly	to	be	flung	into	prison	and	in	all	probability	almost	immediately	to	be	executed.	Then	came	the	lectors	bearing	their	rods,	followed	by	the	musicians	with	their	lyres;	then	the	priests	swinging	their	censers	with	the	sweet-smelling	incense
burning	in	them.	After	that	came	the	general	himself	.	.	.	finally	came	the	army	wearing	all	the	decorations	and	shouting	lo	triumphe!	Their	cry	of	triumph.	As	the	procession	moved	through	the	streets,	all	decorated	and	garlanded,	amid	the	cheering	crowds,	it	made	a	tremendous	day	which	might	happen	only	once	in	a	lifetime.	.	.	.	That	is	the	picture	that	is
in	Paul’s	mind.	He	sees	Christ	marching	in	triumph	throughout	the	world,	and	himself	in	that	conquering	train.	It	is	a	triumph	which,	Paul	is	certain,	nothing	can	stop.”-	William	Barclay	As	Christ	marches	in	He	is	leading	us,	and	as	we	are	close	to	Jesus	the	fragrance	of	our	Leader,	Jesus	Christ	permeates	our	lives	and	those	around	us	will	smell	the	fragrance
of	Jesus.	The	question	is,	“What	kind	of	smell	are	you	leaving	behind?”	Now	how	does	the	world	respond	to	the	aroma	that	we	leave	behind?	Paul	says	that	to	all	we	are	the	aroma	of	God	just	as	the	incense	burnt	to	the	gods	in	a	Roman	Triumph	Parade	spoke	of	the	aroma,	the	power	of	the	Roman	general	and	Rome	itself.	This	smell	though	did	affect	people
differently.	If	you	were	part	of	Rome	it	was	wonderful,	joyous	but	if	you	were	the	defeated	enemy	it	was	the	smell	of	death!	For	those	that	believe	and	receive	Jesus	into	their	lives	it	speaks	of	life,	but	for	those	that	reject	Jesus	it	is	the	smell	of	death,	eternal	separation	from	God!	We	also	need	to	remember	that	we	were	created	for	His	pleasure,	for	God	to
enjoy,	and	the	fruit	that	is	born	in	our	lives	is	for	Him	to	enjoy,	it	is	for	His	glory.	We	think	it	is	all	about	us	and	it	isn’t.	I	am	not	saying	that	God	does	not	bless	us,	He	does.	But	what	we	tend	to	do	is	put	the	cart	in	front	of	the	horse	and	seek	after	all	that	we	want,	all	that	we	desire	instead	of	bringing	God	pleasure.	Jesus	said	in	Matthew	6:33,	“But	seek	first
the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness,	and	all	these	things	shall	be	added	to	you.”	He	is	first	and	if	we	have	that	right	God	will	take	care	of	our	needs,	not	our	wants.	Focus	is	everything	and	our	focus	needs	to	be	on	the	Lord.	Remember	what	we	are	told	in	Revelation	4:11,	“Thou	art	worthy,	O	Lord,	to	receive	glory	and	honour	and	power:	for	thou	hast
created	all	things,	and	for	thy	pleasure	they	are	and	were	created.”	(King	James	Version).	You	see,	people	can’t	find	satisfaction	in	their	life	even	though	their	life	is	filled	with	all	kinds	of	things	because	they	are	not	doing	what	they	have	been	created	for,	to	bring	pleasure	to	God!	Folks,	I	can’t	imagine	not	coming	to	worship	the	Lord,	I	would	be	here	every
night	if	I	could,	but	that	is	not	the	only	way	we	worship	the	Lord.	We	worship	the	Lord	in	all	that	we	do!	And	thus,	if	you	want	true	satisfaction	in	your	life,	if	you	want	peace	like	a	river	flowing	from	your	life,	if	you	want	true	fulfillment	in	your	life,	you	need	to	submit	your	life	to	the	King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords!	He	has	created	all	things	and	for	His
pleasure	we	are	and	were	created,	may	we	not	forget	that!	(Song	of	Solomon)	-	SummarySolomon	Admires	His	BrideSong	of	Solomon	4	is	a	heartfelt	testament	to	the	power	of	love	and	the	beauty	of	intimacy	within	the	bonds	of	commitment.	It	reminds	us	that	love	is	to	be	expressed	and	cherished,	drawing	parallels	between	our	human	relationships	and	the
spiritual	bond	between	God	and	His	people.Verse	1-7:	Unveiling	the	BeautyIn	these	verses,	the	Lover	expresses	his	deep	admiration	for	the	Beloved,	comparing	her	beauty	to	the	most	exquisite	elements	of	nature.	The	Lover's	adoration	for	the	Beloved's	eyes,	hair,	teeth,	lips,	mouth,	temples,	neck,	and	breasts	is	poetically	articulated.Verses	8-11:	The	Call
from	the	HeightsThe	Lover	invites	the	Beloved	from	the	rugged	landscapes	of	Lebanon,	from	the	peak	of	Amana,	from	the	peak	of	Senir	and	Hermon,	from	the	dens	of	lions,	and	from	the	mountains	of	leopards.	The	Lover	declares	the	strength	of	his	love	and	attraction,	stating	that	a	single	glance	or	jewel	from	her	necklace	has	captured	his	heart.Verses	12-
15:	The	Garden	LockedThe	Beloved	is	likened	to	a	private,	locked	garden	-	a	symbol	of	her	chastity	and	fidelity.	Her	virtues	and	qualities	are	compared	to	the	finest	fruits,	spices,	and	springs	that	the	garden	bears,	further	intensifying	the	imagery	of	a	cherished	and	guarded	paradise.Verse	16:	Invitation	to	the	LoverThe	chapter	concludes	with	the	Beloved
inviting	the	north	and	south	winds	to	blow	upon	her	garden,	letting	its	fragrance	spread.	She	then	invites	the	Lover	to	enter	his	garden	and	taste	its	choice	fruits,	indicating	her	reciprocation	of	his	love	and	desire	for	union.In	Song	of	Solomon	Chapter	4,	the	narrative	shifts	to	the	profound	expression	of	love,	admiration,	and	commitment	from	the	Lover	to
the	Beloved.	Drawing	upon	the	rich,	vivid	language	and	nature-based	metaphors,	the	chapter	paints	an	exquisite	picture	of	the	idealized	beauty	of	the	Beloved.	It's	a	testament	to	a	love	that	is	pure,	sincere,	and	deeply	spiritual.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	the	BelovedSong	of	Solomon	4:1-7	describes	the	bride's	beauty	in	exquisite	detail.	The	groom's
admiration	is	both	personal	and	profound,	highlighting	the	value	of	seeing	one's	spouse	through	eyes	of	love	and	appreciation.The	Sanctity	of	MarriageThe	chapter	underscores	the	sacredness	of	marital	love,	emphasizing	that	such	intimacy	is	a	gift	from	God	meant	to	be	cherished	and	protected.Symbolism	and	ImageryThe	use	of	rich	imagery	and
symbolism,	such	as	gardens	and	spices,	reflects	the	depth	and	richness	of	love.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	spiritual	intimacy	between	Christ	and	the	Church.The	Call	to	IntimacyVerses	8-15	invite	the	bride	to	come	away	with	the	groom,	symbolizing	the	call	to	deeper	intimacy	and	unity	in	marriage.Purity	and	ExclusivityIn	verse	12,	the	bride	is
described	as	a	locked	garden,	symbolizing	purity	and	the	exclusivity	of	marital	love.Practical	ApplicationsCultivate	AppreciationRegularly	express	admiration	and	appreciation	for	your	spouse,	focusing	on	their	unique	qualities	and	strengths.Prioritize	IntimacyMake	time	for	emotional	and	spiritual	intimacy	in	your	marriage,	recognizing	it	as	a	vital
component	of	a	healthy	relationship.Guard	Your	MarriageProtect	the	sanctity	and	exclusivity	of	your	marriage	by	setting	boundaries	and	prioritizing	your	relationship	above	all	other	earthly	commitments.Reflect	Christ's	LoveStrive	to	reflect	the	selfless	and	sacrificial	love	of	Christ	in	your	marriage,	serving	and	honoring	your	spouse	as	Christ	loves	the
Church.People1.	The	BridegroomThe	bridegroom	is	the	speaker	for	most	of	Song	of	Solomon	4.	He	is	often	interpreted	as	representing	Solomon,	and	in	a	broader	theological	context,	he	can	symbolize	Christ.	The	bridegroom	expresses	deep	admiration	and	love	for	the	bride,	describing	her	beauty	in	vivid	and	poetic	terms.	The	Hebrew	word	for	bridegroom	is
" ןָתחָ "	(chatan).2.	The	BrideThe	bride	is	the	recipient	of	the	bridegroom's	praises	and	is	often	seen	as	representing	the	Church	or	the	individual	believer	in	a	spiritual	allegory.	She	is	described	with	rich	imagery	that	highlights	her	beauty	and	purity.	The	Hebrew	word	for	bride	is	" הָּלַּכ "	(kallah).Places1.	LebanonMentioned	in	Song	of	Solomon	4:8,	Lebanon	is	a
mountain	range	known	for	its	majestic	cedar	trees.	In	the	context	of	the	passage,	it	symbolizes	grandeur	and	beauty.	The	Hebrew	root	" ןֹונָבְל "	(Levanon)	is	often	associated	with	purity	and	splendor.2.	AmanaAlso	in	Song	of	Solomon	4:8,	Amana	is	a	mountain	or	region,	possibly	referring	to	a	part	of	the	Anti-Lebanon	range.	The	name	"Amana"	can	be	linked	to
the	idea	of	faithfulness	or	truth,	derived	from	the	Hebrew	root	" ןמַאָ "	(aman).3.	SenirFound	in	Song	of	Solomon	4:8,	Senir	is	another	name	for	Mount	Hermon.	It	is	a	place	of	elevation	and	prominence,	symbolizing	strength	and	stability.	The	name	"Senir"	is	of	Amorite	origin,	reflecting	the	diverse	cultural	influences	in	the	region.4.	HermonAlso	in	Song	of
Solomon	4:8,	Hermon	is	a	significant	mountain	in	the	northern	part	of	Israel,	known	for	its	height	and	snow-capped	peaks.	It	represents	majesty	and	might.	The	Hebrew	" ןֹומְרחֶ "	(Hermon)	is	associated	with	sacredness	and	awe.Events1.	Admiration	of	the	Bride's	Beauty	(Verses	1-5)The	bridegroom	begins	by	expressing	his	admiration	for	the	bride's	beauty,
using	vivid	and	poetic	imagery.	He	describes	her	eyes	as	"doves	behind	your	veil"	(v.	1),	her	hair	as	"a	flock	of	goats"	(v.	1),	and	her	teeth	as	"a	flock	of	newly	shorn	sheep"	(v.	2).	The	Hebrew	roots	highlight	the	intimate	and	personal	nature	of	these	descriptions,	emphasizing	purity	and	beauty.2.	Praise	of	the	Bride's	Lips	and	Speech	(Verse	3)The	bridegroom
continues	by	praising	the	bride's	lips,	comparing	them	to	"a	scarlet	ribbon,"	and	her	speech	as	"lovely."	The	Hebrew	word	for	"lovely"	( הֶואָנ ,	na'weh)	conveys	a	sense	of	grace	and	charm.3.	Description	of	the	Bride's	Neck	and	Breasts	(Verses	4-5)The	bridegroom	describes	the	bride's	neck	as	"the	tower	of	David"	adorned	with	"a	thousand	shields"	(v.	4),
symbolizing	strength	and	dignity.	Her	breasts	are	compared	to	"two	fawns,	twins	of	a	gazelle"	(v.	5),	indicating	tenderness	and	beauty.4.	Invitation	to	the	Garden	(Verse	6)The	bridegroom	expresses	his	desire	to	go	to	the	mountain	of	myrrh	and	the	hill	of	frankincense,	symbolizing	a	longing	for	intimacy	and	closeness	with	the	bride.5.	Declaration	of	the
Bride's	Perfection	(Verse	7)The	bridegroom	declares,	"You	are	altogether	beautiful,	my	darling;	there	is	no	flaw	in	you."	This	statement	reflects	the	Hebrew	concept	of	completeness	and	perfection	in	the	bride.6.	Call	to	Come	with	Him	(Verse	8)The	bridegroom	invites	the	bride	to	come	with	him	from	Lebanon,	symbolizing	a	call	to	leave	behind	her	past	and
join	him	in	a	new	life	together.7.	Captivation	by	the	Bride's	Love	(Verses	9-11)The	bridegroom	expresses	how	the	bride	has	captured	his	heart	with	"one	glance	of	your	eyes"	(v.	9)	and	praises	the	sweetness	of	her	love,	comparing	it	to	wine	and	honey.8.	Description	of	the	Bride	as	a	Garden	(Verses	12-15)The	bride	is	likened	to	a	"locked	garden"	and	"sealed
spring,"	symbolizing	her	purity	and	exclusivity.	The	imagery	of	a	garden	filled	with	exotic	plants	and	spices	emphasizes	her	beauty	and	desirability.9.	Invitation	for	the	North	and	South	Winds	(Verse	16)The	bride	invites	the	north	and	south	winds	to	blow	upon	her	garden,	symbolizing	a	desire	for	the	bridegroom	to	come	and	enjoy	the	fruits	of	their
love.Connections	to	Additional	ScripturesEphesians	5:25-33This	passage	parallels	the	love	of	Christ	for	the	Church	with	the	love	a	husband	should	have	for	his	wife,	emphasizing	sacrificial	love	and	unity.Proverbs	5:18-19These	verses	celebrate	the	joy	and	satisfaction	found	in	marital	love,	encouraging	faithfulness	and	delight	in	one's	spouse.1	Corinthians
13:4-7Known	as	the	Love	Chapter,	this	passage	provides	a	blueprint	for	love	that	is	patient,	kind,	and	enduring,	applicable	to	all	relationships,	especially	marriage.Prayer	Points	Thanksgiving	for	Marriage	Thank	God	for	the	gift	of	marriage	and	the	opportunity	to	experience	love	and	companionship.Strengthening	MarriagesPray	for	strength	and	unity	in
marriages,	asking	God	to	help	couples	grow	closer	to	each	other	and	to	Him.Purity	and	ProtectionAsk	God	to	guard	marriages	against	temptations	and	to	help	couples	maintain	purity	and	exclusivity	in	their	relationship.Reflecting	Christ's	LovePray	for	the	ability	to	love	your	spouse	as	Christ	loves	the	Church,	with	selflessness	and	grace.As	we	reflect	on
Song	of	Solomon	4,	may	we	be	inspired	to	cherish	and	nurture	the	love	God	has	given	us,	whether	in	marriage	or	in	our	relationship	with	Christ.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	Lover's	portrayal	of	the	Beloved's	beauty	reflect	the	spiritual	beauty	God	sees	in	His	people?2.	How	can	we	interpret	the	metaphors	used	in	this	chapter	in	the	context	of	our
personal	relationships?3.	How	does	the	imagery	of	the	'locked	garden'	speak	to	the	sanctity	and	exclusivity	of	the	marital	relationship?4.	How	does	the	reciprocity	of	love,	as	depicted	in	the	last	verse,	mirror	the	dynamic	between	God	and	His	followers?5.	What	insights	can	you	gather	from	the	Lover's	words	when	he	invites	the	Beloved	from	the	dangerous
locations?6.	How	does	the	chapter	promote	a	sense	of	pure,	sincere,	and	respectful	love?7.	In	today's	society,	how	can	we	apply	the	principles	of	love,	admiration,	and	mutual	respect	found	in	Song	of	Solomon	4?8.	How	might	you	use	the	expressions	of	love	and	admiration	in	this	chapter	to	enhance	your	relationships?9.	How	can	you	cultivate	the	traits	in
your	life	that	are	depicted	as	admirable	in	the	Beloved?10.	How	does	the	chapter's	emphasis	on	the	senses	contribute	to	its	overall	theme	of	intimate	love?11.	How	can	you	compare	the	use	of	nature	in	this	chapter	to	symbolize	love,	beauty,	and	purity	in	your	personal	experiences?12.	How	can	we	keep	the	'garden'	of	our	lives	and	relationships	'locked'	in	a
world	that	often	promotes	casual	relationships?13.	In	what	ways	does	Song	of	Solomon	4	challenge	or	support	your	current	understanding	of	love	and	commitment?14.	How	can	you	practically	apply	the	sense	of	admiration,	love,	and	beauty	from	Song	of	Solomon	4	to	enhance	your	spiritual	relationship	with	God?15.	In	what	ways	can	we	'invite	the	wind'	into
our	lives,	as	the	Beloved	did,	to	spread	the	fragrance	of	our	virtues?16.	How	does	the	depiction	of	love	in	Song	of	Solomon	4	differ	from	modern	cultural	depictions	of	love?17.	How	does	the	chapter's	depiction	of	marital	love	correspond	with	your	views	on	marriage	and	intimacy?18.	How	can	the	metaphorical	language	in	Song	of	Solomon	4	help	you	express
your	feelings	more	eloquently	and	sincerely?19.	What	lessons	can	single	individuals	and	those	in	relationships	learn	from	Song	of	Solomon	4	about	preparing	for	marital	love?20.	How	does	Song	of	Solomon	4	inform	your	understanding	of	God's	love	for	you,	and	how	can	you	respond	to	His	love	based	on	this	understanding?Topics1.	Admiration	of	the	Bride's
BeautyThe	chapter	begins	with	the	bridegroom	expressing	his	admiration	for	the	bride's	beauty.	He	uses	vivid	and	poetic	imagery	to	describe	her	features,	such	as	her	eyes,	hair,	teeth,	and	lips.	This	admiration	reflects	the	deep	love	and	appreciation	he	has	for	her.	^“How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling!	Oh,	how	very	beautiful!	Your	eyes	are	like	doves
behind	your	veil.”^	(Song	of	Solomon	4:1)2.	Symbolism	of	Purity	and	ValueThe	bridegroom's	descriptions	often	use	symbols	of	purity	and	value,	such	as	comparing	her	teeth	to	a	flock	of	sheep	and	her	lips	to	a	scarlet	ribbon.	These	comparisons	highlight	her	purity	and	worth	in	his	eyes.	^“Your	teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	newly	shorn	sheep	coming	up	from	the
washing,	each	with	its	twin,	and	not	one	is	missing.”^	(Song	of	Solomon	4:2)3.	Intimacy	and	DesireThe	language	used	in	this	chapter	conveys	a	sense	of	intimacy	and	desire	between	the	bridegroom	and	the	bride.	The	bridegroom's	words	reflect	a	deep	longing	and	affection	for	his	beloved.	^“Your	lips,	my	bride,	drip	honey;	honey	and	milk	are	under	your
tongue.”^	(Song	of	Solomon	4:11)4.	Garden	Imagery	and	Enclosed	SpaceThe	bride	is	compared	to	a	garden,	an	enclosed	space	that	is	both	beautiful	and	protected.	This	imagery	suggests	both	the	beauty	and	the	exclusivity	of	their	relationship.	^“A	garden	locked	is	my	sister,	my	bride,	a	spring	enclosed,	a	fountain	sealed.”^	(Song	of	Solomon	4:12)5.
Invitation	to	Enjoy	the	GardenThe	chapter	concludes	with	an	invitation	to	enjoy	the	garden,	symbolizing	the	mutual	enjoyment	and	fulfillment	found	in	their	relationship.	This	reflects	the	joy	and	satisfaction	that	comes	from	a	committed	and	loving	union.	^“Awake,	O	north	wind,	and	come,	O	south	wind.	Blow	on	my	garden,	that	its	fragrance	may	spread
abroad.	Let	my	beloved	come	into	his	garden	and	taste	its	choice	fruits.”^	(Song	of	Solomon	4:16)Themes1.	Beauty	and	AdmirationSong	of	Solomon	4	is	filled	with	vivid	descriptions	of	beauty	and	admiration.	The	bridegroom	praises	the	physical	beauty	of	his	bride,	using	rich	and	poetic	imagery.	This	theme	highlights	the	appreciation	of	God-given	beauty
and	the	joy	found	in	expressing	love	and	admiration	within	the	sanctity	of	marriage.	The	Hebrew	word	"yapha"	( הָפָי )	is	often	used	to	denote	beauty,	emphasizing	the	aesthetic	and	spiritual	appreciation	of	one's	partner.2.	Intimacy	and	LoveThe	chapter	emphasizes	the	deep	intimacy	and	love	between	the	bride	and	bridegroom.	The	language	used	is	both
tender	and	passionate,	reflecting	the	closeness	and	affection	that	should	characterize	a	marital	relationship.	This	theme	underscores	the	importance	of	emotional	and	physical	intimacy	as	a	reflection	of	God's	design	for	marriage.3.	Purity	and	SanctityThe	imagery	of	a	"locked	garden"	and	"sealed	fountain"	in	verse	12	symbolizes	purity	and	exclusivity	in	the
marital	relationship.	This	theme	highlights	the	sanctity	of	marriage	and	the	importance	of	faithfulness	and	purity,	both	physically	and	spiritually.	The	Hebrew	word	"gan"	( ןַּג )	for	garden	suggests	a	place	of	delight	and	protection,	reinforcing	the	idea	of	marriage	as	a	sacred	and	exclusive	union.4.	Divine	Blessing	and	ProvisionThe	chapter	also	alludes	to	the
divine	blessing	and	provision	within	marriage.	The	references	to	various	spices	and	fruits	symbolize	abundance	and	the	blessings	that	come	from	a	God-centered	relationship.	This	theme	reflects	the	belief	that	God	provides	for	and	blesses	those	who	honor	Him	in	their	marital	commitments.5.	Spiritual	AllegoryFrom	a	conservative	Christian	perspective,
Song	of	Solomon	is	often	seen	as	an	allegory	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.	The	expressions	of	love	and	desire	can	be	interpreted	as	a	reflection	of	the	spiritual	relationship	between	Christ	and	believers.	This	theme	encourages	readers	to	see	beyond	the	literal	and	appreciate	the	deeper	spiritual	truths	about	divine	love	and	commitment.Bible	Hub	Chapter
Summaries	and	Bible	Study	QuestionsPage	2SummaryThe	Bride’s	DreamSong	of	Solomon	Chapter	3	offers	an	exquisite	portrait	of	the	journey	of	love	—	a	journey	marked	by	longing,	searching,	and	ultimately,	joyous	celebration.	The	chapter	affirms	the	importance	of	love's	timing	and	the	magnitude	of	mutual	desire.	The	radiant	image	of	Solomon's
procession	serves	as	a	symbolic	representation	of	the	sacredness	of	marriage,	reminding	us	of	the	value	of	companionship,	the	sanctity	of	love,	and	the	spiritual	allegories	tied	to	our	relationship	with	the	divine.Verses	1-4:	The	Dream	and	the	SearchIn	a	nocturnal	sequence	of	events,	the	Shulammite	woman	describes	her	dream,	where	she	finds	herself
restlessly	searching	for	her	beloved.	She	navigates	through	the	city's	streets	and	squares,	determinedly	seeking	the	one	her	heart	loves.	She	eventually	finds	her	beloved	and	refuses	to	let	him	go	until	she	brings	him	to	her	mother's	house.Verses	5:	Adjuration	to	the	Daughters	of	JerusalemOnce	again,	the	Shulammite	woman	adjures	the	daughters	of
Jerusalem	not	to	awaken	love	before	it	so	desires,	emphasizing	the	sacredness	of	love	and	the	importance	of	its	timing.Verses	6-11:	Solomon's	ProcessionThe	chapter	concludes	with	a	grand	description	of	Solomon's	procession	coming	out	of	the	wilderness,	in	his	palanquin	made	of	fine	Lebanon	wood.	Solomon	is	depicted	with	a	crown	given	to	him	by	his
mother	on	his	wedding	day,	signifying	the	joy	and	celebration	of	marital	union.Song	of	Solomon	Chapter	3	is	a	beautifully	poetic	exploration	of	the	profound	longing	that	can	exist	between	two	individuals	in	love.	In	this	chapter,	the	Shulammite	woman	vividly	recounts	her	dreamlike	quest	for	her	beloved,	culminating	in	a	grand	royal	procession	that
symbolizes	the	sacredness	and	celebration	of	marital	union.	Through	its	lyrical	imagery	and	passionate	expressions	of	love,	Chapter	3	encapsulates	the	very	essence	of	human	desire,	love's	intensity,	and	the	spiritual	allegories	often	tied	to	divine	love.Teaching	PointsThe	Search	for	LoveThe	bride's	search	for	her	beloved	in	the	night	(Song	of	Solomon	3:1-2)
symbolizes	the	soul's	deep	longing	for	communion	with	Christ.	It	highlights	the	importance	of	seeking	God	earnestly	and	persistently.The	Role	of	CommunityThe	bride's	interaction	with	the	watchmen	(Song	of	Solomon	3:3)	suggests	the	role	of	spiritual	leaders	and	community	in	guiding	and	supporting	us	in	our	spiritual	journey.The	Joy	of	FindingThe	bride's
joy	upon	finding	her	beloved	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4)	reflects	the	fulfillment	and	peace	that	comes	from	encountering	Christ	and	being	in	His	presence.The	Security	of	LoveThe	imagery	of	Solomon's	carriage	and	the	mighty	men	(Song	of	Solomon	3:7-8)	represents	the	protection	and	security	found	in	a	committed	relationship,	both	in	marriage	and	with
Christ.The	Celebration	of	UnionThe	wedding	procession	(Song	of	Solomon	3:11)	symbolizes	the	joyous	celebration	of	love	and	union,	pointing	to	the	ultimate	union	of	Christ	and	His	Church.Practical	ApplicationsSeek	God	DiligentlyJust	as	the	bride	searched	for	her	beloved,	we	should	earnestly	seek	a	deeper	relationship	with	Christ	through	prayer,	worship,
and	studying	His	Word.Value	Spiritual	CommunityEngage	with	and	seek	guidance	from	spiritual	mentors	and	community,	recognizing	their	role	in	our	spiritual	growth	and	journey.Rejoice	in	Christ's	PresenceFind	joy	and	contentment	in	the	presence	of	Christ,	knowing	that	He	fulfills	our	deepest	longings	and	desires.Embrace	CommitmentWhether	in
marriage	or	in	our	relationship	with	Christ,	embrace	the	security	and	protection	that	comes	from	a	committed	and	faithful	relationship.Celebrate	Spiritual	MilestonesJust	as	weddings	are	celebrated,	take	time	to	celebrate	spiritual	milestones	and	growth	in	your	walk	with	Christ.People1.	The	Shulammite	WomanShe	is	the	primary	speaker	in	this	chapter,
expressing	her	longing	and	search	for	her	beloved.	Her	voice	is	prominent	in	verses	1-4,	where	she	describes	her	quest	to	find	him.	The	Hebrew	root	for	"Shulammite"	( תימִַּלּוׁש )	suggests	a	connection	to	peace	or	completeness,	akin	to	the	name	Solomon	(2 (. Shulammite's	the	of	object	the	is	he	chapter,	this	in	speaking	directly	not	BelovedAlthough	The	.הֹמֹלְׁש
affection	and	search.	He	is	described	in	her	narrative	as	the	one	she	seeks	and	eventually	finds.	The	beloved	is	often	interpreted	as	a	representation	of	Solomon	or	a	symbolic	figure	of	love.3.	The	WatchmenMentioned	in	verse	3,	they	are	the	city	guards	whom	the	Shulammite	encounters	during	her	search.	They	are	described	as	those	who	"make	the	rounds
in	the	city."	The	Hebrew	term	for	watchmen	( םיִרמְֹׁש )	implies	guardianship	or	vigilance.4.	The	Daughters	of	JerusalemReferenced	indirectly	in	verse	5,	they	are	the	audience	to	whom	the	Shulammite	addresses	her	charge	not	to	awaken	love	until	it	desires.	They	are	often	seen	as	a	chorus	or	collective	group	of	women	who	witness	and	respond	to	the	unfolding
love	story.5.	King	SolomonMentioned	in	verses	7	and	11,	he	is	depicted	in	a	royal	procession,	highlighting	his	grandeur	and	the	splendor	of	his	entourage.	The	Hebrew	name	Solomon	( הֹמלְֹׁש )	is	derived	from	the	root	word	for	peace	( םֹולָׁש ).Places1.	The	Streets	and	SquaresIn	Song	of	Solomon	3:2,	the	bride	says,	"I	will	arise	now	and	go	about	the	city,	through
the	streets	and	squares;	I	will	search	for	the	one	my	soul	loves."	The	streets	and	squares	represent	the	public	areas	of	the	city	where	the	bride	searches	for	her	beloved.	The	Hebrew	word	for	"streets"	( תוֹצּוח ,	chutzot)	and	"squares"	( תֹובחְֹר ,	rechovot)	suggest	open,	communal	spaces,	indicating	her	earnest	and	public	search.2.	The	CityThe	city	is	mentioned	in
Song	of	Solomon	3:2	as	the	broader	setting	for	the	bride's	search.	The	city	( ריִע ,	ir	in	Hebrew)	symbolizes	a	place	of	community	and	civilization,	reflecting	the	structured	and	populated	environment	where	the	bride	seeks	her	beloved.3.	The	Bed	of	SolomonIn	Song	of	Solomon	3:7,	the	text	states,	"Behold,	it	is	Solomon’s	carriage,	escorted	by	sixty	warriors
from	the	mighty	of	Israel."	The	"bed"	or	"carriage"	( הטָּמִ ,	mittah	in	Hebrew)	is	a	symbol	of	royal	splendor	and	protection,	representing	the	opulence	and	security	associated	with	King	Solomon.Events1.	The	Bride's	Nighttime	SearchThe	chapter	begins	with	the	bride	expressing	her	longing	for	her	beloved.	She	says,	"On	my	bed	at	night	I	sought	the	one	I	love;
I	sought	him,	but	did	not	find	him"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:1).	This	reflects	a	deep	yearning	and	desire	for	closeness,	symbolizing	the	soul's	search	for	divine	intimacy.2.	The	Bride's	Search	in	the	CityThe	bride	decides	to	rise	and	search	for	her	beloved	throughout	the	city.	"I	will	arise	now	and	go	about	the	city,	through	its	streets	and	squares.	I	will	seek	the	one
I	love"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:2).	This	action	signifies	a	proactive	pursuit	of	spiritual	fulfillment	and	connection.3.	Encounter	with	the	WatchmenAs	she	searches,	the	bride	encounters	the	watchmen.	"I	found	the	watchmen	on	their	rounds	of	the	city:	'Have	you	seen	the	one	I	love?'"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:3).	The	watchmen	can	be	seen	as	spiritual	guides	or	leaders
who	assist	in	the	search	for	truth	and	love.4.	Finding	the	BelovedShortly	after	passing	the	watchmen,	the	bride	finds	her	beloved.	"I	had	just	passed	them	when	I	found	the	one	I	love.	I	held	him	and	would	not	let	him	go"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4).	This	represents	the	joy	and	fulfillment	of	finding	spiritual	union	and	the	determination	to	maintain	that
connection.5.	Bringing	the	Beloved	HomeThe	bride	brings	her	beloved	to	her	mother's	house.	"I	brought	him	to	my	mother’s	house,	to	the	chamber	of	the	one	who	conceived	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4).	This	act	symbolizes	bringing	divine	love	into	the	most	intimate	and	foundational	aspects	of	one's	life.6.	Adjuration	to	the	Daughters	of	JerusalemThe	bride
charges	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	not	to	awaken	love	until	it	desires.	"Do	not	arouse	or	awaken	love	until	the	time	is	right"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:5).	This	serves	as	a	caution	to	respect	the	natural	timing	and	sanctity	of	love.7.	The	Procession	of	Solomon's	CarriageThe	scene	shifts	to	a	grand	procession,	describing	Solomon's	carriage.	"Who	is	this	coming	up
from	the	wilderness	like	a	column	of	smoke,	perfumed	with	myrrh	and	frankincense?"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:6).	This	imagery	evokes	the	majesty	and	splendor	of	divine	love	and	wisdom.8.	Description	of	Solomon's	CarriageThe	carriage	is	described	in	detail,	emphasizing	its	grandeur	and	the	presence	of	mighty	warriors.	"Behold,	it	is	Solomon’s	carriage,
escorted	by	sixty	warriors	from	the	noblest	of	Israel"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:7).	This	symbolizes	the	strength	and	protection	that	accompanies	divine	love.9.	The	Crowned	KingThe	chapter	concludes	with	a	call	to	witness	King	Solomon	wearing	the	crown	his	mother	gave	him.	"Go	out,	O	daughters	of	Zion,	and	gaze	on	King	Solomon,	wearing	the	crown	his
mother	bestowed	on	the	day	of	his	wedding"	(Song	of	Solomon	3:11).	This	represents	the	celebration	of	love	and	the	joy	of	a	sacred	union.Connections	to	Additional	ScripturesPsalm	63:1O	God,	You	are	my	God;	earnestly	I	seek	You;	my	soul	thirsts	for	You.	This	verse	echoes	the	bride's	longing	for	her	beloved.Matthew	7:7Ask,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek,
and	you	will	find;	knock,	and	the	door	will	be	opened	to	you.	This	encourages	persistent	seeking	of	God.Ephesians	5:25-27This	passage	describes	Christ's	love	for	the	Church,	paralleling	the	love	depicted	in	Song	of	Solomon.Revelation	19:7-9The	marriage	supper	of	the	Lamb	celebrates	the	ultimate	union	of	Christ	and	His	Church.Prayer	PointsPray	for	a
deeper	longing	and	desire	to	seek	Christ	in	every	aspect	of	life.Ask	for	guidance	and	support	from	spiritual	leaders	and	community	in	your	faith	journey.Thank	God	for	the	joy	and	fulfillment	found	in	His	presence.Pray	for	strength	and	commitment	in	your	relationships,	both	earthly	and	spiritual.Celebrate	and	give	thanks	for	spiritual	growth	and	milestones
in	your	walk	with	Christ.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	Shulammite	woman's	intense	search	for	her	beloved	in	her	dream	reflect	the	depth	of	her	love?2.	What	does	the	adjuration	to	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	in	verse	5	suggest	about	the	timing	of	love?3.	How	do	you	interpret	the	symbolic	significance	of	Solomon's	procession	coming	out	from	the
wilderness?4.	How	can	the	Shulammite	woman's	commitment	to	her	love	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	our	spiritual	search	for	God?5.	In	what	ways	does	the	description	of	Solomon's	royal	procession	reflect	the	significance	and	joy	of	marital	union?6.	How	can	you	apply	the	lessons	learned	from	the	Shulammite	woman's	patience	in	love	to	your	own
relationships?7.	What	does	the	crown	given	by	Solomon's	mother	represent,	and	how	does	it	signify	family's	role	in	a	marriage?8.	How	do	the	yearning	and	searching	portrayed	in	this	chapter	relate	to	the	human	experience	of	longing	and	fulfillment?9.	What	does	the	reference	to	the	"wilderness"	in	the	context	of	Solomon's	procession	imply	about	the
journey	of	love	and	marriage?10.	How	does	the	concept	of	not	awakening	love	before	its	time	apply	to	your	personal	life,	and	what	lessons	can	you	draw	from	it?11.	How	can	you	relate	the	symbolic	journey	depicted	in	this	chapter	to	your	own	spiritual	journey?12.	How	does	the	Shulammite	woman's	search	for	her	beloved	inspire	you	to	seek	and	cherish	love
in	your	life?13.	In	modern	relationships,	how	can	we	embody	the	depth	of	love	and	commitment	expressed	by	the	Shulammite	woman?14.	How	does	the	image	of	the	procession	serve	as	a	metaphor	for	the	journey	from	engagement	to	marriage?15.	How	does	the	Shulammite	woman's	determination	in	her	search	reflect	on	the	importance	of	perseverance	in
life's	pursuits?16.	What	does	Solomon's	palanquin	made	of	the	wood	of	Lebanon	symbolize	about	the	stability	and	strength	of	a	marriage?17.	In	what	ways	can	you	relate	the	Shulammite	woman's	dream	to	your	own	dreams	and	desires?18.	How	does	the	depiction	of	the	Shulammite	woman's	relentless	search	for	her	beloved	inspire	us	to	persist	in	our
personal	and	spiritual	endeavors?19.	How	can	the	journey	of	love	portrayed	in	Song	of	Solomon	3	inform	our	understanding	and	approach	to	modern-day	relationships?20.	How	can	we	apply	the	lessons	of	patience,	timing,	and	celebration	from	Song	of	Solomon	3	to	other	aspects	of	our	life?Topics1.	The	Bride's	Nighttime	Search	(Song	of	Solomon	3:1-3)The
bride	describes	her	longing	and	search	for	her	beloved	during	the	night.	This	passage	reflects	the	deep	yearning	and	desire	for	communion	with	the	beloved,	symbolizing	the	soul's	search	for	Christ.	The	Hebrew	word	" ּקַּב ׁשֵ "	(baqash)	is	used	for	"sought,"	indicating	an	earnest	and	diligent	search.2.	The	Bride	Finds	Her	Beloved	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4)Upon
finding	her	beloved,	the	bride	holds	him	and	brings	him	to	her	mother's	house.	This	symbolizes	the	joy	and	fulfillment	found	in	Christ	when	He	is	sought	with	a	sincere	heart.	The	Hebrew	root	" זחַאָ "	(achaz)	for	"held"	conveys	a	firm	and	secure	grasp,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	holding	onto	Christ	once	found.3.	The	Charge	to	the	Daughters	of	Jerusalem
(Song	of	Solomon	3:5)The	bride	adjures	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	not	to	awaken	love	until	it	desires.	This	reflects	the	importance	of	allowing	love	to	develop	naturally	and	in	God's	timing.	The	Hebrew	word	" רוֹע "	(ur)	for	"awaken"	suggests	stirring	or	arousing,	emphasizing	patience	in	matters	of	love.4.	Solomon's	Wedding	Procession	(Song	of	Solomon	3:6-
11)The	passage	describes	the	grandeur	of	Solomon's	wedding	procession,	highlighting	the	splendor	and	majesty	associated	with	the	king.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	foreshadowing	of	the	marriage	between	Christ	and	His	Church.	The	Hebrew	word	" הטָּמִ "	(mittah)	for	"litter"	or	"carriage"	signifies	a	place	of	rest	and	honor,	symbolizing	the	Church's	place	with
Christ.Each	of	these	topics	reflects	the	themes	of	love,	longing,	and	fulfillment	found	in	a	relationship	with	Christ,	as	well	as	the	anticipation	of	the	ultimate	union	between	Christ	and	His	Church.Themes1.	Longing	and	SeekingThe	chapter	opens	with	the	bride	expressing	her	deep	longing	and	search	for	her	beloved.	This	theme	highlights	the	earnest	desire
and	pursuit	of	love.	The	Hebrew	root	for	"seek"	(בקש,	baqash)	emphasizes	an	active	and	diligent	search.	^"On	my	bed	at	night	I	sought	the	one	I	love;	I	sought	him,	but	did	not	find	him."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:1)2.	The	Joy	of	FindingAfter	a	period	of	searching,	the	bride	finds	her	beloved,	illustrating	the	joy	and	fulfillment	that	comes	with	the	discovery	of	true
love.	This	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	seeking	and	finding,	as	seen	in	other	scriptures.	^"I	found	the	one	I	love.	I	held	him	and	would	not	let	him	go..."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4)3.	Commitment	and	SecurityThe	bride's	determination	to	hold	onto	her	beloved	once	she	finds	him	underscores	themes	of	commitment	and	security	in	love.	This	reflects	the
covenantal	nature	of	biblical	love	and	marriage.	^"...until	I	had	brought	him	to	my	mother’s	house,	to	the	chamber	of	her	who	conceived	me."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:4)4.	Public	Celebration	of	LoveThe	chapter	describes	a	royal	procession,	possibly	a	wedding,	celebrating	love	in	a	public	and	communal	setting.	This	theme	highlights	the	importance	of
community	recognition	and	support	of	marital	love.	^"Look,	it	is	Solomon’s	carriage,	escorted	by	sixty	warriors	from	the	valiant	of	Israel."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:7)5.	Royal	Imagery	and	SplendorThe	imagery	of	Solomon's	carriage	and	the	detailed	description	of	its	grandeur	reflect	themes	of	majesty	and	splendor,	symbolizing	the	beauty	and	honor	of	love.	The
Hebrew	word	for	"carriage"	(אפריון,	appiryon)	suggests	a	royal	or	luxurious	conveyance.	^"King	Solomon	has	made	his	carriage	out	of	the	timber	of	Lebanon."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:9)6.	Protection	and	StrengthThe	presence	of	warriors	around	Solomon's	carriage	symbolizes	protection	and	strength,	themes	that	are	often	associated	with	divine	protection	in
the	biblical	narrative.	^"All	are	skilled	with	the	sword,	experienced	in	warfare.	Each	has	his	sword	at	his	side,	prepared	for	the	terror	of	the	night."^	(Song	of	Solomon	3:8)Bible	Hub	Chapter	Summaries	and	Bible	Study	QuestionsPage	3SummaryThe	Bride’s	AdmirationSong	of	Solomon	2	offers	a	rich	tapestry	of	love,	longing,	and	the	splendor	of	nature.
Through	the	exchange	between	the	lover	and	the	beloved,	we	see	a	powerful	metaphor	for	divine	love.	Just	as	the	lovers	yearn	for	each	other,	so	do	our	souls	yearn	for	spiritual	union	and	fulfillment.	This	chapter	reminds	us	of	the	importance	of	nurturing	our	relationships,	valuing	timing	in	love,	and	recognizing	the	obstacles	that	may	challenge	our
commitments.Verses	1-2:	The	Beloved’s	Humility	and	the	Lover's	AdmirationThe	beloved	compares	herself	to	the	plain	and	common	"rose	of	Sharon"	and	"lily	of	the	valleys,"	displaying	her	humility.	In	response,	the	lover	elevates	her	above	all	others,	comparing	her	to	a	"lily	among	thorns."Verses	3-7:	The	Beloved's	Admiration	and	LongingThe	beloved
reciprocates	the	lover's	admiration,	comparing	him	to	an	apple	tree	among	other	trees	and	expressing	her	desire	to	be	with	him.	She	speaks	of	his	banner	over	her	being	love,	conveying	a	sense	of	protection,	ownership,	and	commitment.	She	urges	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	not	to	awaken	love	before	it	so	desires,	suggesting	the	importance	of	timing	in
love.Verses	8-14:	The	Call	of	the	LoverThe	lover	calls	to	the	beloved,	using	vibrant	nature	metaphors	like	leaping	over	mountains	and	gazelles	on	the	hills.	He	invites	her	to	join	him,	expressing	that	winter	has	passed	and	spring	has	come.	He	calls	her	from	the	clefts	of	the	rocks	and	hiding	places,	indicating	a	desire	to	overcome	separation	and	obstacles	in
their	relationship.Verses	15-17:	The	Pain	of	SeparationThe	chapter	ends	with	the	beloved	acknowledging	small	problems	("the	little	foxes")	that	can	ruin	their	vineyards	(love)	and	expressing	the	pain	of	separation.	She	requests	the	lover	to	return,	comparing	him	to	a	gazelle	or	a	young	stag,	symbolizing	his	vitality	and	desirability.Song	of	Solomon	2,	a
chapter	of	the	Bible’s	poetic	and	beautiful	Song	of	Songs,	is	a	profound	exploration	of	divine	and	human	love.	The	chapter	uses	a	dialogical	structure	where	the	two	main	characters,	the	beloved	and	the	lover,	express	their	affection,	longing,	and	the	beauty	they	see	in	each	other.	While	this	chapter	presents	an	unabashed	celebration	of	romantic	love,	many
readers	have	also	found	deep	spiritual	meaning	within	its	verses.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	LoveSong	of	Solomon	2:1-2	describes	the	bride	as	a	lily	among	thorns,	emphasizing	her	beauty	and	uniqueness.	This	imagery	highlights	the	value	and	purity	of	love	in	a	world	that	often	distorts	it.Mutual	AdmirationIn	verses	3-4,	the	bride	speaks	of	her	beloved	as
an	apple	tree	among	the	trees	of	the	forest,	illustrating	the	delight	and	admiration	they	have	for	each	other.	This	mutual	admiration	is	foundational	for	a	healthy	relationship.The	Call	to	IntimacyVerse	6	speaks	of	the	beloved's	embrace,	symbolizing	the	deep	intimacy	and	connection	that	love	fosters.	This	reflects	the	closeness	God	desires	with	His	people.The
Timing	of	LoveVerse	7	warns,	Do	not	arouse	or	awaken	love	until	the	time	is	right.	This	teaches	the	importance	of	patience	and	waiting	for	God's	timing	in	relationships.The	Joy	of	SpringVerses	11-13	use	the	imagery	of	spring	to	symbolize	new	beginnings	and	the	joy	of	love.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	spiritual	renewal	and	growth.Practical
ApplicationsCherish	and	Celebrate	LoveRecognize	and	appreciate	the	beauty	of	love	in	your	life,	whether	in	marriage,	family,	or	friendships.Cultivate	Mutual	RespectStrive	for	relationships	characterized	by	mutual	admiration	and	respect,	reflecting	the	love	and	honor	seen	in	this	passage.Seek	Intimacy	with	GodJust	as	the	bride	and	groom	seek	closeness,
prioritize	your	relationship	with	God,	seeking	deeper	intimacy	through	prayer	and	worship.Practice	PatienceTrust	in	God's	timing	for	your	relationships	and	life	events,	avoiding	the	rush	to	fulfill	desires	prematurely.Embrace	New	BeginningsAllow	the	joy	and	renewal	of	God's	love	to	inspire	growth	and	transformation	in	your	spiritual	journey.People1.	The
Beloved	(Bride)Often	interpreted	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	she	is	the	primary	female	voice	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	In	a	Christian	allegorical	interpretation,	she	can	represent	the	Church	or	the	individual	believer.	In	Song	of	Solomon	2,	she	speaks	of	her	love	and	admiration	for	her	beloved,	using	imagery	of	nature	and	springtime.	The	Hebrew	term	for
beloved,	" ידִֹוּד "	(dodi),	is	used	to	express	her	deep	affection.2.	The	Lover	(Bridegroom)This	character	is	typically	seen	as	Solomon	or	the	male	counterpart	in	the	love	story.	In	Christian	allegory,	he	is	often	viewed	as	a	representation	of	Christ.	He	is	the	object	of	the	beloved's	affection	and	admiration.	The	Hebrew	term	" דֹוּד "	(dod)	is	used	to	describe	him,
emphasizing	the	intimate	and	loving	relationship.3.	Daughters	of	JerusalemThese	are	the	onlookers	or	chorus	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	They	often	serve	as	a	narrative	device	to	provide	commentary	or	to	highlight	the	beauty	and	intensity	of	the	love	between	the	beloved	and	the	lover.	They	are	not	directly	mentioned	in	chapter	2,	but	their	presence	is	implied
in	the	broader	context	of	the	book.Places1.	The	Lily	among	ThornsThis	imagery	is	found	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:2:	"Like	a	lily	among	thorns	is	my	darling	among	the	maidens."	The	lily	represents	beauty	and	purity,	often	interpreted	as	the	bride	or	the	church,	standing	out	among	the	less	virtuous	or	the	world.2.	The	Apple	TreeIn	Song	of	Solomon	2:3,	it	states:
"Like	an	apple	tree	among	the	trees	of	the	forest	is	my	beloved	among	the	young	men."	The	apple	tree	symbolizes	delight	and	sustenance,	representing	the	beloved's	unique	and	nourishing	presence.3.	The	Banquet	HallMentioned	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:4:	"He	has	brought	me	to	the	banquet	hall,	and	his	banner	over	me	is	love."	The	banquet	hall	signifies	a
place	of	celebration	and	love,	often	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	divine	love	and	fellowship.4.	The	Clefts	of	the	RockIn	Song	of	Solomon	2:14,	it	says:	"O	my	dove	in	the	clefts	of	the	rock,	in	the	hiding	places	of	the	mountainside..."	The	clefts	of	the	rock	are	seen	as	places	of	refuge	and	safety,	symbolizing	protection	and	intimacy	with	God.5.	The	Mountains	of
BetherFound	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:17:	"Until	the	day	breaks	and	the	shadows	flee,	turn,	my	beloved,	and	be	like	a	gazelle	or	a	young	stag	on	the	mountains	of	Bether."	The	mountains	of	Bether	are	often	interpreted	as	places	of	separation	or	division,	possibly	representing	challenges	or	obstacles	in	the	relationship.Events1.	The	Bride's	Self-DescriptionThe
bride	describes	herself	as	"a	rose	of	Sharon,	a	lily	of	the	valley"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:1).	The	Hebrew	word	for	"rose"	( תֶלֶּצַבחֲ ,	chavatzelet)	can	also	mean	a	type	of	wildflower,	emphasizing	her	humility	and	beauty.2.	The	Bridegroom's	PraiseThe	bridegroom	responds	by	elevating	her	status,	saying,	"Like	a	lily	among	the	thorns	is	my	darling	among	the	maidens"
(Song	of	Solomon	2:2).	This	highlights	her	uniqueness	and	purity	compared	to	others.3.	The	Bride's	Delight	in	the	BridegroomThe	bride	expresses	her	joy	and	satisfaction	in	her	beloved,	stating,	"Like	an	apple	tree	among	the	trees	of	the	forest	is	my	beloved	among	the	young	men"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:3).	The	apple	tree	symbolizes	nourishment	and	delight.4.



The	Banquet	Hall	ExperienceThe	bride	recalls	being	brought	to	the	banquet	hall,	where	"his	banner	over	me	is	love"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:4).	The	banner	signifies	protection	and	the	public	declaration	of	love.5.	The	Bride's	Request	for	SustenanceShe	asks	for	sustenance,	saying,	"Strengthen	me	with	raisins,	refresh	me	with	apples,	for	I	am	faint	with	love"
(Song	of	Solomon	2:5).	Raisins	and	apples	are	symbols	of	sustenance	and	refreshment.6.	The	Intimate	EmbraceThe	bride	describes	an	intimate	moment,	"His	left	hand	is	under	my	head,	and	his	right	arm	embraces	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:6).	This	portrays	a	scene	of	comfort	and	affection.7.	The	Charge	to	the	Daughters	of	JerusalemThe	bride	charges	the
daughters	of	Jerusalem,	"Do	not	arouse	or	awaken	love	until	the	time	is	right"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:7).	This	emphasizes	the	importance	of	patience	and	timing	in	love.8.	The	Arrival	of	SpringThe	bridegroom	calls	to	the	bride,	describing	the	arrival	of	spring:	"See!	The	winter	is	past;	the	rains	are	over	and	gone"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:11).	This	signifies	renewal
and	new	beginnings.9.	The	Call	to	Come	AwayThe	bridegroom	invites	the	bride	to	join	him,	saying,	"Arise,	my	darling,	my	beautiful	one,	come	with	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:13).	This	is	an	invitation	to	intimacy	and	adventure.10.	The	Request	to	Catch	the	FoxesThe	bride	asks	to	"Catch	for	us	the	foxes,	the	little	foxes	that	ruin	the	vineyards"	(Song	of	Solomon
2:15).	Foxes	symbolize	small	problems	or	temptations	that	can	harm	their	relationship.11.	The	Declaration	of	BelongingThe	bride	declares,	"My	beloved	is	mine	and	I	am	his;	he	grazes	among	the	lilies"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:16).	This	mutual	belonging	reflects	a	deep,	committed	relationship.12.	The	Anticipation	of	ReunionThe	bride	expresses	her	longing	for
the	bridegroom's	return,	"Until	the	day	breaks	and	the	shadows	flee,	turn,	my	beloved,	and	be	like	a	gazelle	or	a	young	stag	on	the	mountains	of	Bether"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:17).	This	anticipates	a	future	reunion	and	continued	intimacy.Connections	to	Additional	Scriptures1	Corinthians	13:4-7This	passage	on	love	complements	the	themes	of	admiration	and
patience	found	in	Song	of	Solomon	2.Ephesians	5:25-33Paul's	instructions	on	marital	love	reflect	the	mutual	respect	and	sacrificial	love	depicted	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.Psalm	23:1-3The	imagery	of	rest	and	refreshment	parallels	the	nurturing	and	protective	aspects	of	love	in	Song	of	Solomon	2.Prayer	Points	Thanksgiving	for	Love	Thank	God	for	the	gift	of
love	in	its	various	forms	and	ask	for	His	guidance	in	nurturing	these	relationships.Patience	and	WisdomPray	for	patience	and	wisdom	to	wait	for	God's	perfect	timing	in	all	areas	of	life.Deeper	Intimacy	with	GodAsk	God	to	draw	you	closer	to	Him,	deepening	your	relationship	and	understanding	of	His	love.Renewal	and	GrowthSeek	God's	help	in	embracing
new	beginnings	and	spiritual	growth,	inspired	by	His	love	and	grace.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	do	the	metaphors	used	by	the	beloved	and	the	lover	in	their	exchanges	convey	their	feelings	for	each	other?2.	How	can	we	relate	the	advice	of	not	awakening	love	before	it	desires	to	our	relationships	today?3.	What	can	the	allegorical	interpretation	of	this
chapter	tell	us	about	the	relationship	between	God	and	His	people?4.	How	do	the	images	of	nature	contribute	to	the	overall	theme	of	love	and	longing	in	the	chapter?5.	What	does	the	concept	of	the	"lily	among	thorns"	mean	to	you	in	the	context	of	divine	love?6.	How	does	the	use	of	language	and	dialogue	between	the	lovers	reflect	the	dynamics	of	a
relationship?7.	What	lessons	can	you	learn	about	expressing	affection	from	the	lover	and	the	beloved?8.	How	can	the	pain	of	separation	depicted	in	this	chapter	be	applied	to	today's	long-distance	relationships?9.	How	might	the	line	about	"the	little	foxes"	speak	to	the	small	issues	that	can	cause	problems	in	relationships	today?10.	How	do	you	interpret	the
verse	regarding	the	banner	of	love	over	the	beloved?11.	How	can	this	chapter	help	us	understand	the	importance	of	timing	in	expressing	feelings	of	love?12.	How	does	the	lover's	call	to	the	beloved	from	her	hiding	places	reflect	our	call	towards	spiritual	growth	and	openness?13.	In	what	ways	does	this	chapter	portray	the	idea	of	mutual	respect	and
admiration	in	a	relationship?14.	How	might	you	apply	the	metaphor	of	the	changing	seasons	in	your	personal	life	or	spiritual	journey?15.	What	significance	does	the	comparison	of	the	lover	to	an	apple	tree	hold	in	the	context	of	this	chapter?16.	How	can	the	lovers'	expressions	of	desire	teach	us	about	longing	in	a	spiritual	context?17.	What	can	we	learn	from
the	chapter	about	the	importance	of	overcoming	obstacles	in	maintaining	relationships?18.	How	can	the	humility	displayed	by	the	beloved	inspire	us	in	our	interactions	with	others?19.	How	does	the	lover's	invitation	for	the	beloved	to	join	him	in	the	arrival	of	spring	reflect	in	our	personal	awakening	or	new	beginnings?20.	How	can	the	yearning	and	the
expressions	of	desire	in	this	chapter	guide	us	in	our	personal	spiritual	quests?Topics1.	The	Bride's	Delight	in	Her	BelovedThe	chapter	opens	with	the	bride	expressing	her	joy	and	admiration	for	her	beloved.	She	uses	imagery	of	nature	to	describe	her	feelings,	such	as	"I	am	a	rose	of	Sharon,	a	lily	of	the	valley"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:1).	The	Hebrew	word	for
"rose"	( תֶלֶּצַבחֲ ,	chavatzelet)	and	"lily"	( הָּנַׁשֹוׁש ,	shoshanah)	convey	beauty	and	purity,	emphasizing	the	bride's	view	of	herself	in	relation	to	her	beloved.2.	The	Beloved's	Praise	for	the	BrideThe	beloved	responds	by	praising	the	bride,	comparing	her	to	a	lily	among	thorns,	highlighting	her	uniqueness	and	beauty	(Song	of	Solomon	2:2).	The	imagery	suggests	that
the	bride	stands	out	in	a	world	that	may	be	harsh	or	unkind,	much	like	a	lily	among	thorns.3.	The	Intimacy	of	LoveThe	bride	describes	the	intimate	and	protective	nature	of	her	beloved's	love,	saying,	"His	left	hand	is	under	my	head,	and	his	right	arm	embraces	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:6).	This	verse	illustrates	the	closeness	and	security	found	in	their
relationship,	with	the	Hebrew	word	for	"embraces"	( קַבחָ ,	chavaq)	indicating	a	strong,	affectionate	hold.4.	The	Call	to	Patience	in	LoveThe	bride	advises	not	to	awaken	love	until	the	right	time,	saying,	"Do	not	arouse	or	awaken	love	until	the	time	is	right"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:7).	This	reflects	a	conservative	Christian	perspective	on	the	importance	of	patience
and	timing	in	romantic	relationships,	emphasizing	that	love	should	develop	naturally	and	in	God's	timing.5.	The	Arrival	of	Spring	and	RenewalThe	passage	describes	the	arrival	of	spring,	symbolizing	renewal	and	new	beginnings	in	love:	"For	now	the	winter	is	past;	the	rain	is	over	and	gone"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:11).	The	imagery	of	springtime,	with	its
connotations	of	growth	and	renewal,	parallels	the	blossoming	of	love	between	the	bride	and	her	beloved.6.	The	Invitation	to	Enjoy	LoveThe	beloved	invites	the	bride	to	join	him,	saying,	"Arise,	my	darling,	my	beautiful	one,	come	with	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:13).	This	invitation	signifies	a	call	to	enjoy	the	fullness	of	their	love	and	relationship,	reflecting	the
joy	and	excitement	of	being	together.7.	The	Caution	Against	DisruptionsThe	chapter	concludes	with	a	warning	to	"catch	for	us	the	foxes,	the	little	foxes	that	ruin	the	vineyards"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:15).	This	metaphor	suggests	the	need	to	guard	against	small	issues	or	temptations	that	could	harm	the	relationship,	emphasizing	vigilance	and	care	in
maintaining	a	healthy	and	loving	partnership.Themes1.	Love	and	DesireSong	of	Solomon	2	is	rich	with	expressions	of	love	and	desire	between	the	beloved	and	the	lover.	The	passage	uses	vivid	imagery	to	convey	the	intensity	and	beauty	of	romantic	love.	For	example,	the	beloved	says,	"Like	a	lily	among	thorns	is	my	darling	among	the	maidens"	(Song	of
Solomon	2:2).	The	Hebrew	word	for	"darling"	( יִתָיְעַר ,	ra'yati)	emphasizes	a	deep,	affectionate	bond.2.	Beauty	and	NatureThe	chapter	frequently	draws	parallels	between	the	beauty	of	nature	and	the	beauty	of	the	beloved.	The	lover	describes	the	beloved	as	a	"rose	of	Sharon,	a	lily	of	the	valleys"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:1).	The	use	of	natural	imagery	highlights	the
purity	and	allure	of	the	beloved,	suggesting	that	true	beauty	is	both	divine	and	natural.3.	Joy	and	CelebrationThere	is	a	theme	of	joy	and	celebration	in	the	relationship,	as	seen	in	the	invitation	to	enjoy	the	springtime:	"Arise,	my	darling,	come	away	with	me"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:10).	The	Hebrew	word	for	"arise"	( םּוק ,	qum)	implies	a	call	to	action	and
participation	in	the	joy	of	love.4.	Protection	and	SecurityThe	theme	of	protection	is	evident	in	the	imagery	of	the	beloved	being	sheltered	and	secure.	The	lover	says,	"He	brought	me	to	the	banquet	hall,	and	his	banner	over	me	is	love"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:4).	The	"banner"	( ּד לֶגֶ ,	degel)	symbolizes	protection	and	a	public	declaration	of	love,	indicating	a	sense	of
safety	and	belonging.5.	Seasons	and	TimingThe	passage	reflects	on	the	importance	of	timing	in	love,	as	seen	in	the	reference	to	the	changing	seasons:	"For	now	the	winter	is	past;	the	rain	is	over	and	gone"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:11).	This	suggests	that	love	has	its	seasons	and	that	there	is	a	right	time	for	love	to	flourish,	aligning	with	the	natural	order
established	by	God.6.	Intimacy	and	PrivacyThe	theme	of	intimacy	is	portrayed	through	the	private	and	personal	interactions	between	the	lovers.	The	beloved	invites	the	lover	to	"catch	the	foxes,	the	little	foxes	that	ruin	the	vineyards"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:15),	which	can	be	interpreted	as	a	call	to	protect	the	intimacy	and	purity	of	their	relationship	from
external	threats.7.	Commitment	and	BelongingThe	chapter	emphasizes	mutual	commitment	and	belonging,	as	expressed	in	the	declaration,	"My	beloved	is	mine	and	I	am	his"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:16).	This	reflects	a	covenantal	aspect	of	love,	where	both	parties	are	devoted	to	one	another,	echoing	the	Hebrew	concept	of	a	binding	relationship.Bible	Hub
Chapter	Summaries	and	Bible	Study	QuestionsPage	4SummaryThe	Bride	Confesses	Her	LoveSong	of	Solomon	Chapter	1	is	a	beautiful	encapsulation	of	passionate	love,	longing,	and	mutual	adoration.	It	reminds	us	that	love	is	more	than	an	emotion,	it's	an	experience,	it's	an	exchange	that	recognizes	and	appreciates	the	value	in	another.	It	is	an	invitation	to
be	vulnerable,	to	express	desires	openly,	and	to	find	joy	in	the	beauty	and	uniqueness	of	our	beloved.Verse	1-4:	Expression	of	DesireThe	chapter	begins	with	the	Shulammite	woman	expressing	her	deep	desire	for	her	beloved,	seeking	his	kisses	and	praising	the	fragrance	of	his	perfume.	She	yearns	for	his	love	and	cherishes	being	brought	into	his	chambers,
marking	a	longing	for	intimacy.Verse	5-7:	Plea	and	Self-consciousnessThe	Shulammite	woman	then	displays	self-consciousness	about	her	darkened	skin,	an	indication	of	her	work	in	the	vineyards.	She	requests	her	beloved	not	to	look	upon	her	with	disdain	and	seeks	to	know	where	he	rests	his	flocks	so	she	can	be	with	him.Verses	8-11:	Adoration	and
AssuranceThe	man	responds,	praising	her	beauty	and	directing	her	to	the	shepherd's	tents.	He	likens	her	to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh's	chariots,	a	comparison	emphasizing	her	uniqueness	and	beauty.	He	vows	to	adorn	her	with	jewels,	affirming	her	value.Verses	12-14:	Mutual	Affection	and	DesiresThe	woman	envisions	her	beloved	as	a	sachet	of	myrrh	resting
between	her	breasts,	symbolizing	closeness	and	fragrance.	She	describes	her	beloved	as	a	cluster	of	henna	blossoms	from	the	vineyards	of	En	Gedi,	reflecting	his	attractiveness	and	her	longing	for	him.Verses	15-17:	Appreciation	and	Love's	DwellingThe	man	then	declares	the	woman's	beauty,	focusing	on	her	eyes.	The	woman	reciprocates	by	appreciating
her	lover's	handsome	looks	and	the	pleasant	surroundings	they	share.	The	chapter	concludes	with	the	mutual	affirmation	of	their	love	and	their	desire	to	be	together.Song	of	Solomon	Chapter	1	presents	a	deeply	intimate	exchange	of	affection	and	longing	between	two	lovers.	It	illustrates	the	beauty	of	love,	the	pining	of	two	souls	for	one	another,	and	the
passionate	desire	that	binds	them	together.	The	words	are	poetic	and	metaphorical,	interweaving	imagery	of	nature	and	opulence,	embodying	the	grandeur	and	profundity	of	their	love.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	LoveSong	of	Solomon	1:2-4	highlights	the	bride's	longing	for	her	beloved,	emphasizing	the	sweetness	and	desirability	of	love.	Let	him	kiss	me
with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth!	For	your	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine.The	Value	of	CharacterIn	verse	3,	the	bride	praises	the	character	of	her	beloved,	Your	name	is	oil	poured	out;	therefore	the	maidens	love	you.	This	underscores	the	importance	of	integrity	and	reputation	in	relationships.The	Pursuit	of	IntimacyThe	bride	expresses	a	desire	to	be	drawn
closer	to	her	beloved,	Draw	me	after	you;	let	us	run.	(v.	4).	This	reflects	the	mutual	pursuit	and	deepening	of	intimacy	in	a	healthy	relationship.Self-Perception	and	BeautyThe	bride	acknowledges	her	own	appearance,	I	am	dark,	yet	lovely	(v.	5),	teaching	us	about	self-acceptance	and	the	recognition	of	inherent	beauty.The	Role	of	CommunityThe	daughters	of
Jerusalem	play	a	role	in	the	narrative,	representing	the	community's	perspective	and	involvement	in	the	relationship	(v.	4).Practical	ApplicationsCultivate	Deep	LoveStrive	to	develop	a	love	that	is	more	delightful	than	wine,	focusing	on	emotional	and	spiritual	connection	in	your	relationships.Prioritize	CharacterRecognize	the	importance	of	character	and
integrity	in	yourself	and	others,	understanding	that	true	beauty	is	found	in	one's	reputation	and	actions.Pursue	IntimacyActively	seek	to	deepen	your	relationship	with	your	spouse	or	loved	ones,	fostering	closeness	and	understanding.Embrace	Your	BeautyAccept	and	celebrate	your	unique	beauty,	recognizing	that	you	are	wonderfully	made	by	God.Engage
with	CommunityInvolve	trusted	friends	and	family	in	your	relationship	journey,	valuing	their	support	and	wisdom.People1.	The	Beloved	(Shulammite	Woman)The	primary	female	character	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	a	representation	of	the	bride	or	the	church.	She	expresses	her	deep	love	and	desire	for	her	beloved.	The	Hebrew	term
"Shulammite"	( תימִַּלּוׁש )	is	often	associated	with	peace	or	completeness,	possibly	linking	her	to	Solomon	( הֹמלְֹׁש ),	whose	name	also	derives	from	the	root	for	peace.2.	The	Lover	(Solomon)The	male	counterpart	in	the	dialogue,	traditionally	identified	as	King	Solomon.	He	is	the	beloved	of	the	Shulammite	woman	and	represents	the	bridegroom	or	Christ	in
allegorical	interpretations.	His	presence	is	inferred	through	the	woman's	expressions	of	love	and	admiration.3.	The	Daughters	of	JerusalemThese	are	the	chorus-like	figures	who	appear	throughout	the	Song,	often	seen	as	companions	or	onlookers.	They	interact	with	the	Shulammite	woman,	providing	a	communal	voice	that	reflects	societal	norms	and
expectations.Places1.	KedarReference:	Song	of	Solomon	1:5	Description:	"Dark	am	I,	yet	lovely,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem,	like	the	tents	of	Kedar,	like	the	curtains	of	Solomon."	The	tents	of	Kedar	refer	to	the	nomadic	tribes	descended	from	Ishmael,	known	for	their	black,	goat-hair	tents.	The	mention	of	Kedar	highlights	the	bride's	complexion	and	her
humble	origins,	contrasting	with	her	inner	beauty	and	worth.2.	JerusalemReference:	Song	of	Solomon	1:5	Description:	"Dark	am	I,	yet	lovely,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem,	like	the	tents	of	Kedar,	like	the	curtains	of	Solomon."	Jerusalem	is	the	central	city	of	Israel,	often	symbolizing	the	spiritual	and	political	heart	of	the	nation.	The	daughters	of	Jerusalem
represent	the	women	of	the	city,	serving	as	a	chorus	or	audience	within	the	poem.3.	VineyardsReference:	Song	of	Solomon	1:6	Description:	"Do	not	stare	because	I	am	dark,	for	the	sun	has	gazed	upon	me.	My	mother’s	sons	were	angry	with	me;	they	made	me	a	keeper	of	the	vineyards,	but	my	own	vineyard	I	have	neglected."	Vineyards	are	a	recurring	motif
in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	symbolizing	both	literal	and	metaphorical	aspects	of	love	and	labor.	The	speaker's	work	in	the	vineyards	has	affected	her	appearance,	yet	it	also	speaks	to	her	diligence	and	familial	obligations.4.	En-GediReference:	Song	of	Solomon	1:14	Description:	"My	beloved	is	to	me	a	cluster	of	henna	blossoms	in	the	vineyards	of	En-Gedi."	En-
Gedi	is	an	oasis	located	near	the	Dead	Sea,	known	for	its	lush	vegetation	and	beauty.	It	serves	as	a	metaphor	for	the	beloved's	refreshing	and	life-giving	presence,	contrasting	the	surrounding	desert	landscape.Events1.	Introduction	of	the	SongThe	book	opens	with	the	title,	"The	Song	of	Songs,	which	is	Solomon’s"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:1).	This	indicates	that
the	following	verses	are	part	of	a	poetic	work	attributed	to	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.2.	The	Bride's	LongingThe	bride	expresses	her	desire	for	the	bridegroom's	love,	saying,	"Let	him	kiss	me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth!	For	your	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:2).	The	Hebrew	word	for
"love"	here,	" ָךידֶֹוּד "	(dodeka),	suggests	a	deep,	affectionate	love.3.	Praise	of	the	Bridegroom's	NameThe	bride	extols	the	bridegroom's	name,	stating,	"Pleasing	is	the	fragrance	of	your	perfumes;	your	name	is	like	perfume	poured	out"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:3).	The	Hebrew	term	for	"name,"	" םֵׁש "	(shem),	implies	reputation	and	character.4.	The	Bride's
InsecurityThe	bride	acknowledges	her	own	appearance,	"I	am	dark,	yet	lovely,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:5).	This	reflects	her	humility	and	awareness	of	her	own	imperfections,	yet	she	is	confident	in	her	beloved's	love.5.	The	Bride's	RequestShe	seeks	guidance	from	the	bridegroom,	asking,	"Tell	me,	O	you	whom	I	love,	where	you	graze
your	flock	and	where	you	rest	your	sheep	at	midday"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:7).	This	request	symbolizes	a	desire	for	closeness	and	guidance.6.	The	Bridegroom's	ResponseThe	bridegroom	responds	with	admiration,	"If	you	do	not	know,	O	most	beautiful	of	women,	follow	the	tracks	of	the	sheep"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:8).	This	indicates	his	affection	and	provides
direction,	symbolizing	Christ's	guidance	to	the	Church.7.	Praise	of	the	Bride's	BeautyThe	bridegroom	praises	the	bride's	beauty,	"I	liken	you,	my	darling,	to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh’s	chariots"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:9).	The	imagery	of	a	mare	suggests	strength	and	grace.8.	The	Bride's	Delight	in	the	BridegroomThe	bride	expresses	her	joy	in	the	bridegroom's
presence,	"While	the	king	was	at	his	table,	my	perfume	spread	its	fragrance"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:12).	This	reflects	the	joy	and	fulfillment	found	in	the	beloved's	presence.9.	Mutual	AdmirationThe	chapter	concludes	with	mutual	expressions	of	admiration,	with	the	bridegroom	and	bride	exchanging	compliments,	highlighting	the	reciprocal	nature	of	their	love
(Song	of	Solomon	1:15-17).Connections	to	Additional	Scriptures1	Corinthians	13:4-7This	passage	on	love	complements	the	themes	of	love	and	character	in	Song	of	Solomon	1.Proverbs	31:10-31Highlights	the	value	of	character	and	integrity,	especially	in	the	context	of	a	virtuous	woman.Ephesians	5:25-33Discusses	the	love	and	respect	between	husbands	and
wives,	mirroring	the	mutual	affection	seen	in	Song	of	Solomon.Prayer	PointsPray	for	a	deeper	understanding	and	appreciation	of	God's	design	for	love	and	marriage.Ask	God	to	help	you	cultivate	a	character	that	is	pleasing	to	Him	and	attractive	to	others.Seek	God's	guidance	in	pursuing	intimacy	and	closeness	in	your	relationships.Pray	for	the	ability	to	see
yourself	as	God	sees	you,	embracing	your	unique	beauty	and	worth.Request	wisdom	and	discernment	in	involving	community	in	your	relationship	journey,	valuing	their	support	and	counsel.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	woman’s	self-perception	in	verse	5-6	influence	your	understanding	of	her	character?2.	How	do	the	repeated	mentions	of	nature
and	its	elements	contribute	to	the	portrayal	of	love	in	this	chapter?3.	What	does	the	exchange	between	the	lovers	reveal	about	their	relationship	dynamics?4.	How	do	you	interpret	the	metaphor	of	the	man	as	a	sachet	of	myrrh	or	a	cluster	of	henna	blossoms?5.	In	what	ways	does	the	language	used	in	this	chapter	capture	the	essence	of	romantic	love?6.	What
does	the	man's	response	to	the	woman's	self-consciousness	tell	us	about	acceptance	and	love?7.	How	can	the	expressions	of	love	in	this	chapter	be	manifested	in	modern	relationships?8.	What	lessons	can	be	learned	from	the	mutual	respect	and	admiration	between	the	lovers?9.	How	might	the	open	expression	of	desire	as	portrayed	in	this	chapter	influence
your	understanding	of	healthy	relationships?10.	What	does	the	phrase	"our	bed	is	verdant"	symbolize	in	the	context	of	their	relationship?11.	How	can	the	metaphorical	language	used	in	Song	of	Solomon	Chapter	1	help	us	communicate	our	feelings	more	effectively?12.	What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	celebrate	and	affirm	the	beauty	of	your	significant
other,	as	seen	in	the	behavior	of	the	lovers?13.	How	does	the	woman's	longing	for	her	beloved's	presence	challenge	or	confirm	your	perception	of	desire	in	relationships?14.	How	can	the	vineyard	metaphor	be	applied	to	our	lives	and	relationships	today?15.	In	what	ways	can	you	relate	to	the	woman's	feelings	of	insecurity	and	how	does	that	influence	your
interaction	with	others?16.	How	do	the	themes	of	Song	of	Solomon	Chapter	1	resonate	with	your	current	understanding	of	love?17.	How	would	you	handle	feelings	of	inadequacy	in	a	relationship,	as	the	woman	expresses	in	verse	6?18.	How	can	the	portrayal	of	love	in	this	chapter	influence	the	way	we	approach	relationships	in	contemporary	society?19.
How	does	the	assurance	given	by	the	man	in	verses	8-11	reflect	the	importance	of	emotional	safety	in	relationships?20.	Based	on	your	reading	of	this	chapter,	how	can	society	better	encourage	and	foster	genuine	expressions	of	love	and	longing?Topics1.	The	Bride's	Longing	for	Her	BelovedThe	opening	verses	of	Song	of	Solomon	1	express	the	bride's	deep
desire	and	longing	for	her	beloved.	She	speaks	of	the	sweetness	of	his	love,	comparing	it	to	wine,	and	expresses	a	yearning	to	be	drawn	closer	to	him.	The	Hebrew	word	" דֹוּד "	(dod),	translated	as	"beloved,"	emphasizes	a	deep,	affectionate	relationship.2.	The	Bride's	Self-Perception	and	BeautyThe	bride	acknowledges	her	own	appearance,	describing	herself	as
"dark,	yet	lovely"	(Song	of	Solomon	1:5).	This	reflects	a	humble	self-awareness	and	an	understanding	of	her	own	beauty	despite	societal	standards.	The	Hebrew	word	" הָרֹוחְׁש "	(shechorah)	for	"dark"	indicates	a	sun-tanned	complexion,	which	she	attributes	to	working	in	the	vineyards.3.	The	Bride's	Request	for	GuidanceIn	verse	7,	the	bride	seeks	guidance
from	her	beloved,	asking	where	he	pastures	his	flock.	This	request	signifies	her	desire	to	be	near	him	and	to	understand	his	ways.	The	Hebrew	root	" העָָר "	(ra'ah),	meaning	"to	pasture"	or	"to	shepherd,"	highlights	the	pastoral	imagery	prevalent	in	the	text.4.	The	Beloved's	Praise	of	the	BrideThe	beloved	responds	by	praising	the	bride's	beauty,	comparing	her
to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh's	chariots	(Song	of	Solomon	1:9).	This	metaphor	underscores	her	uniqueness	and	captivating	presence.	The	Hebrew	word	" הסָּוס "	(susah)	for	"mare"	suggests	strength	and	grace.5.	The	Bride's	Delight	in	Her	BelovedThe	bride	expresses	her	delight	in	the	beloved,	describing	the	pleasantness	of	their	relationship	and	the	fragrance	of
his	presence	(Song	of	Solomon	1:12-14).	The	imagery	of	myrrh	and	henna	blossoms	conveys	a	sense	of	richness	and	intimacy.	The	Hebrew	" רֹמ "	(mor)	for	"myrrh"	and	" רֶפֹּכ "	(koper)	for	"henna"	emphasize	the	aromatic	and	precious	nature	of	their	love.6.	Mutual	Admiration	and	AffectionThe	chapter	concludes	with	mutual	expressions	of	admiration	and
affection	between	the	bride	and	her	beloved.	They	exchange	compliments,	highlighting	the	beauty	and	charm	they	see	in	each	other	(Song	of	Solomon	1:15-17).	The	Hebrew	word	" הָפָי "	(yafah)	for	"beautiful"	and	" םיעִָנ "	(na'im)	for	"pleasant"	reflect	the	deep	appreciation	and	love	they	share.Themes1.	Love	and	DesireSong	of	Solomon	1:2	states,	"Let	him	kiss
me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth!	For	your	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine."	This	verse	highlights	the	theme	of	love	and	desire,	emphasizing	the	deep	affection	and	longing	between	the	lovers.	The	Hebrew	word	for	love	here,	" הָבהֲאַ "	(ahavah),	conveys	a	sense	of	deep	emotional	and	physical	attraction.2.	Beauty	and	AttractionIn	Song	of	Solomon	1:5,	the
Shulammite	woman	declares,	"I	am	dark,	yet	lovely,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem."	This	theme	explores	the	perception	of	beauty	and	attraction,	acknowledging	both	physical	appearance	and	inner	beauty.	The	Hebrew	word	" הֶואָנ "	(na'veh)	for	lovely	suggests	a	sense	of	grace	and	charm.3.	Identity	and	Self-PerceptionThe	Shulammite's	self-description	in	Song	of
Solomon	1:6,	"Do	not	stare	because	I	am	dark,	for	the	sun	has	gazed	upon	me,"	reflects	the	theme	of	identity	and	self-perception.	It	addresses	societal	views	and	personal	acceptance,	highlighting	the	tension	between	external	judgments	and	internal	self-worth.4.	Intimacy	and	RelationshipSong	of	Solomon	1:4	says,	"Draw	me	after	you,	let	us	run.	The	king
has	brought	me	into	his	chambers."	This	theme	underscores	the	desire	for	intimacy	and	closeness	in	relationships.	The	Hebrew	root	" ְךַׁשמָ "	(mashak)	for	"draw"	implies	a	pulling	or	leading	into	a	deeper	connection.5.	Joy	and	CelebrationThe	verse	Song	of	Solomon	1:4	also	includes,	"We	will	rejoice	and	delight	in	you;	we	will	praise	your	love	more	than	wine."
This	theme	captures	the	joy	and	celebration	found	in	love,	where	the	relationship	is	a	source	of	happiness	and	delight.	The	Hebrew	word	" ליִּג "	(gil)	for	rejoice	conveys	a	sense	of	exultation	and	gladness.6.	Purity	and	SincerityIn	Song	of	Solomon	1:3,	it	is	written,	"Pleasing	is	the	fragrance	of	your	perfumes;	your	name	is	like	perfume	poured	out.	No	wonder
the	maidens	love	you."	This	theme	highlights	purity	and	sincerity,	as	the	fragrance	symbolizes	a	good	reputation	and	genuine	character.	The	Hebrew	word	" םֵׁש "	(shem)	for	name	signifies	one's	character	and	reputation.Bible	Hub	Chapter	Summaries	and	Bible	Study	QuestionsPage	5This	is	Solomon's	Song	of	Songs.This	isThe	phrase	"This	is"	introduces	the
text	as	a	distinct	and	significant	work.	It	sets	the	stage	for	what	follows,	indicating	that	the	content	is	of	particular	importance.	In	biblical	literature,	such	introductions	often	serve	to	highlight	the	unique	nature	of	the	text,	preparing	the	reader	for	a	work	that	stands	apart	from	others.Solomon’sSolomon,	the	son	of	King	David	and	Bathsheba,	is	traditionally
credited	as	the	author	of	this	book.	Known	for	his	wisdom,	wealth,	and	extensive	writings,	Solomon's	reign	is	often	seen	as	a	golden	age	in	Israel's	history.	His	authorship	suggests	a	time	of	peace	and	prosperity,	allowing	for	the	exploration	of	themes	such	as	love	and	beauty.	Solomon's	connection	to	the	temple	and	his	role	in	building	it	also	provide	a
backdrop	of	spiritual	significance,	as	the	temple	is	a	type	of	Christ,	symbolizing	God's	presence	among	His	people.Song	of	SongsThe	phrase	"Song	of	Songs"	is	a	Hebrew	idiom	indicating	the	superlative,	meaning	this	is	the	greatest	of	all	songs.	This	title	suggests	that	the	content	is	of	the	highest	quality	and	importance,	much	like	"Holy	of	Holies"	refers	to
the	most	sacred	place.	The	book	is	a	poetic	exploration	of	love,	often	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.	The	use	of	song	and	poetry	reflects	the	cultural	and	historical	context	of	ancient	Israel,	where	oral	tradition	and	lyrical	expression	were	central	to	worship	and	storytelling.	The	Song	of	Songs	is	unique	in	its	celebration	of	human
love,	yet	it	also	points	to	the	divine	love	between	God	and	His	people,	a	theme	echoed	throughout	Scripture.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	SolomonThe	attributed	author	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	Solomon	was	the	son	of	King	David	and	Bathsheba.	Known	for	his	wisdom,	wealth,	and	building	projects,	Solomon	is	a	central	figure	in	the	Old	Testament.	His	reign	is
often	seen	as	a	time	of	peace	and	prosperity	for	Israel.2.	Song	of	SongsThis	is	a	poetic	book	in	the	Old	Testament,	also	known	as	the	Song	of	Solomon	or	Canticles.	It	is	a	collection	of	lyrical	poems	that	celebrate	love,	often	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	God's	love	for	His	people.3.	IsraelThe	nation	over	which	Solomon	reigned	as	king.	The	cultural	and
historical	context	of	Israel	during	Solomon's	time	is	essential	for	understanding	the	themes	and	imagery	in	the	Song	of	Songs.Teaching	PointsUnderstanding	Biblical	PoetryThe	Song	of	Songs	is	a	unique	book	of	poetry	in	the	Bible.	It	uses	rich	imagery	and	metaphor	to	convey	deep	truths	about	love	and	relationships.	Recognizing	the	poetic	nature	helps	us
appreciate	its	beauty	and	depth.Allegory	of	Divine	LoveTraditionally,	the	Song	of	Songs	has	been	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	God's	love	for	His	people.	This	perspective	encourages	believers	to	reflect	on	the	depth	and	passion	of	God's	love	for	us.Celebration	of	Marital	LoveOn	a	literal	level,	the	Song	of	Songs	celebrates	the	beauty	and	sanctity	of	marital
love.	It	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	importance	of	love,	commitment,	and	intimacy	in	marriage.Wisdom	in	RelationshipsAs	a	work	attributed	to	Solomon,	known	for	his	wisdom,	the	Song	of	Songs	invites	us	to	seek	wisdom	in	our	relationships,	valuing	love,	respect,	and	mutual	admiration.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	understanding	Solomon's
background	and	reign	enhance	our	interpretation	of	the	Song	of	Songs?2.	In	what	ways	can	the	Song	of	Songs	be	seen	as	an	allegory	for	God's	love	for	His	people,	and	how	does	this	perspective	impact	our	relationship	with	God?3.	How	can	the	celebration	of	love	in	the	Song	of	Songs	inform	and	enrich	our	understanding	of	marital	relationships	today?4.
What	parallels	can	be	drawn	between	the	themes	in	the	Song	of	Songs	and	the	teachings	on	love	and	marriage	found	in	the	New	Testament?5.	How	can	we	apply	the	wisdom	found	in	the	Song	of	Songs	to	our	personal	relationships,	both	romantic	and	platonic,	in	a	way	that	honors	God?Connections	to	Other	Scriptures1	Kings	4:32This	verse	highlights
Solomon's	prolific	writing,	including	his	songs,	which	provides	context	for	his	authorship	of	the	Song	of	Songs.Proverbs	1:1As	another	book	attributed	to	Solomon,	Proverbs	shares	themes	of	wisdom	and	instruction,	offering	a	broader	understanding	of	Solomon's	literary	contributions.Ephesians	5:25-33This	passage	draws	a	parallel	between	marital	love	and
Christ's	love	for	the	church,	which	can	be	related	to	the	allegorical	interpretations	of	the	Song	of	Songs.Page	6Let	him	kiss	me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth!	For	your	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine.Let	him	kiss	me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth!This	opening	line	of	the	Song	of	Solomon	is	a	passionate	expression	of	desire	and	intimacy.	In	the	context	of
ancient	Hebrew	poetry,	a	kiss	symbolizes	affection,	love,	and	a	deep	personal	connection.	The	imagery	of	a	kiss	is	often	used	in	the	Bible	to	denote	a	covenant	or	a	significant	relationship,	as	seen	in	the	story	of	Jacob	and	Laban	(Genesis	29:11).	The	desire	for	a	kiss	here	can	be	seen	as	a	longing	for	a	personal	and	intimate	relationship	with	God,	reflecting
the	believer's	yearning	for	divine	love	and	closeness.	Theologically,	this	can	be	interpreted	as	a	type	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church,	where	the	Church,	as	the	bride,	desires	the	intimate	presence	and	love	of	Christ,	the	bridegroom.For	your	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine.Wine	in	biblical	times	was	a	symbol	of	joy,	celebration,	and	abundance.	It	was	often
used	in	religious	ceremonies	and	feasts,	as	seen	in	the	wedding	at	Cana	(John	2:1-11),	where	Jesus	turned	water	into	wine,	symbolizing	the	new	covenant	and	the	joy	of	salvation.	The	comparison	of	love	to	wine	suggests	that	the	love	being	described	is	rich,	intoxicating,	and	surpasses	all	earthly	pleasures.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	spiritual	joy
and	fulfillment	found	in	a	relationship	with	God,	which	surpasses	all	worldly	delights.	The	love	of	God,	as	experienced	through	Christ,	is	portrayed	as	the	ultimate	source	of	joy	and	satisfaction,	echoing	the	sentiments	found	in	Psalm	63:3,	"Because	your	love	is	better	than	life,	my	lips	will	glorify	you."Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe
speaker	in	this	verse,	traditionally	understood	to	be	the	bride	or	beloved	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	She	expresses	her	deep	desire	and	affection	for	her	lover.2.	SolomonOften	considered	the	author	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	he	is	also	seen	as	the	male	figure	in	the	poem,	representing	the	bridegroom	or	lover.3.	The	SettingThe	Song	of	Solomon	is	a	poetic	book
that	explores	themes	of	love	and	desire,	often	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	God's	love	for	His	people	or	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	Marital	LoveThe	verse	highlights	the	beauty	and	joy	found	in	the	intimate	love	between	a	husband	and	wife,	which	is	a	gift	from	God.Symbolism	of	WineWine,	often	a	symbol	of	joy	and	celebration
in	the	Bible,	is	used	here	to	emphasize	the	surpassing	delight	of	true	love.Spiritual	AllegoryWhile	the	literal	interpretation	celebrates	human	love,	the	verse	can	also	be	seen	as	an	allegory	of	the	deep,	passionate	love	between	Christ	and	His	Church.Desire	for	IntimacyThe	Shulammite's	longing	for	her	beloved's	kisses	reflects	the	human	desire	for	closeness
and	intimacy,	both	in	relationships	and	with	God.Expression	of	LoveThe	open	expression	of	love	and	desire	in	this	verse	encourages	believers	to	communicate	love	openly	and	sincerely	in	their	relationships.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	expression	of	love	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:2	compare	to	the	love	described	in	Ephesians	5:25-33?2.	In	what	ways
can	the	symbolism	of	wine	in	this	verse	enhance	our	understanding	of	the	joy	found	in	both	human	and	divine	love?3.	How	can	the	longing	for	intimacy	expressed	by	the	Shulammite	woman	inform	our	relationship	with	God?4.	What	practical	steps	can	married	couples	take	to	cultivate	a	love	that	is	"more	delightful	than	wine"?5.	How	does	understanding	the
cultural	and	historical	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon	enrich	our	interpretation	of	its	message?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesEphesians	5:25-33This	passage	discusses	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church,	drawing	a	parallel	to	the	love	between	a	husband	and	wife,	similar	to	the	themes	in	Song	of	Solomon.Psalm	63:3The	psalmist	speaks	of	God's	love
being	better	than	life,	which	resonates	with	the	Shulammite's	declaration	that	love	is	more	delightful	than	wine.Proverbs	5:18-19These	verses	celebrate	the	joy	and	satisfaction	found	in	marital	love,	echoing	the	delight	expressed	in	Song	of	Solomon.Page	7The	fragrance	of	your	perfume	is	pleasing;	your	name	is	like	perfume	poured	out.	No	wonder	the
maidens	adore	you.The	fragrance	of	your	perfume	is	pleasing;In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	perfumes	and	ointments	were	highly	valued	for	their	aromatic	qualities	and	were	often	used	in	social	and	religious	contexts.	The	mention	of	fragrance	here	symbolizes	the	allure	and	attractiveness	of	the	beloved.	Perfumes	were	made	from	various	natural
ingredients,	such	as	myrrh	and	frankincense,	which	were	also	used	in	temple	worship,	suggesting	a	connection	between	the	beloved's	appeal	and	spiritual	devotion.	This	imagery	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	whose	presence	is	spiritually	fragrant	and	pleasing	to	believers,	as	reflected	in	Ephesians	5:2,	where	Christ's	sacrificial	love	is	described	as	a
"fragrant	offering."your	name	is	like	perfume	poured	out.In	biblical	times,	a	person's	name	was	more	than	just	an	identifier;	it	represented	their	character	and	reputation.	The	comparison	of	the	beloved's	name	to	perfume	suggests	that	their	reputation	is	as	pleasing	and	attractive	as	a	delightful	fragrance.	This	can	be	connected	to	the	name	of	Jesus,	which	is
exalted	and	revered,	as	seen	in	Philippians	2:9-10,	where	every	knee	bows	at	His	name.	The	pouring	out	of	perfume	also	evokes	the	image	of	anointing,	which	in	the	Old	Testament	was	associated	with	consecration	and	blessing,	pointing	to	the	anointing	of	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.No	wonder	the	maidens	adore	you.The	admiration	of	the	maidens	reflects	the
communal	recognition	of	the	beloved's	virtues	and	attractiveness.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	this	admiration	can	be	seen	as	a	celebration	of	love	and	beauty.	Spiritually,	it	can	be	interpreted	as	the	collective	adoration	of	the	Church	for	Christ,	the	Bridegroom.	The	maidens'	adoration	parallels	the	Church's	response	to	Christ's	love	and	sacrifice,
as	seen	in	Revelation	19:7,	where	the	Church,	as	the	Bride,	rejoices	in	the	marriage	of	the	Lamb.	This	communal	aspect	underscores	the	idea	that	true	love	and	virtue	are	recognized	and	celebrated	by	others.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	traditionally	understood	to	be	the	Shulammite	woman,	expressing	her	admiration	for
her	beloved,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon.2.	The	MaidensThese	are	the	young	women	or	virgins	who	admire	the	beloved,	symbolizing	purity	and	the	collective	admiration	for	the	beloved's	character.3.	Fragrance/PerfumeSymbolic	of	the	beloved's	character	and	reputation,	which	is	pleasing	and	attractive	to	others.Teaching	PointsThe	Power	of	a	Good
NameA	good	reputation	is	invaluable	and	can	influence	others	positively,	much	like	a	pleasing	fragrance.Character	as	a	FragranceJust	as	perfume	spreads	and	affects	the	environment,	our	character	and	actions	impact	those	around	us.Admiration	and	InfluenceThe	admiration	of	the	maidens	reflects	how	a	life	lived	with	integrity	and	love	can	draw	others	to
us	and,	ultimately,	to	Christ.Symbolism	of	Fragrance	in	WorshipFragrance	in	the	Bible	often	symbolizes	worship	and	sacrifice,	reminding	us	that	our	lives	should	be	a	pleasing	offering	to	God.Community	and	WitnessThe	collective	admiration	of	the	maidens	suggests	the	importance	of	community	in	recognizing	and	affirming	godly	character.Bible	Study
Questions1.	How	does	the	concept	of	a	"good	name"	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:3	relate	to	your	personal	reputation	in	your	community?2.	In	what	ways	can	your	character	be	a	"fragrance"	to	those	around	you,	and	how	can	you	cultivate	this	in	your	daily	life?3.	Reflect	on	a	time	when	someone's	positive	influence	impacted	you.	How	can	you	be	that	influence	for
others?4.	How	does	the	symbolism	of	fragrance	in	worship	challenge	you	to	live	a	life	that	is	a	pleasing	offering	to	God?5.	Consider	the	role	of	community	in	affirming	and	encouraging	godly	character.	How	can	you	contribute	to	this	in	your	church	or	small	group?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesProverbs	22:1This	verse	highlights	the	value	of	a	good	name,
connecting	to	the	idea	that	the	beloved's	name	is	like	perfume,	indicating	a	reputation	that	is	cherished	and	respected.Philippians	4:18Paul	speaks	of	a	fragrant	offering,	which	can	be	related	to	the	pleasing	nature	of	the	beloved's	character	and	actions.2	Corinthians	2:15Paul	describes	believers	as	the	aroma	of	Christ,	which	parallels	the	idea	of	a	pleasing
fragrance	representing	one's	character	and	influence.Page	8Take	me	away	with	you--let	us	hurry!	May	the	king	bring	me	to	his	chambers.	We	will	rejoice	and	delight	in	you;	we	will	praise	your	love	more	than	wine.	It	is	only	right	that	they	adore	you.Take	me	away	with	you—let	us	hurry!This	phrase	reflects	a	deep	longing	and	urgency	in	the	relationship
between	the	bride	and	the	bridegroom.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	this	can	be	seen	as	an	expression	of	the	desire	for	intimacy	and	union.	The	urgency	("let	us	hurry")	suggests	a	passionate	and	eager	love.	Biblically,	this	can	be	compared	to	the	believer's	longing	for	a	closer	relationship	with	Christ,	as	seen	in	Philippians	3:10,	where	Paul
expresses	a	desire	to	know	Christ	more	deeply.	The	imagery	of	being	taken	away	can	also	be	reminiscent	of	the	Exodus,	where	God	led	His	people	out	of	Egypt,	symbolizing	deliverance	and	a	journey	towards	a	promised	relationship.May	the	king	bring	me	to	his	chambers.The	reference	to	"the	king"	elevates	the	bridegroom	to	a	royal	status,	which	can	be
seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	the	King	of	Kings.	The	"chambers"	symbolize	a	place	of	intimacy	and	privacy,	suggesting	a	deep,	personal	relationship.	Historically,	royal	chambers	were	places	of	privilege	and	honor,	indicating	the	special	status	of	the	bride.	This	can	be	paralleled	with	John	14:2-3,	where	Jesus	speaks	of	preparing	a	place	for	believers,	highlighting
the	intimate	and	eternal	relationship	between	Christ	and	His	church.We	will	rejoice	and	delight	in	you;This	phrase	emphasizes	communal	joy	and	celebration	in	the	presence	of	the	beloved.	In	the	context	of	the	church,	this	can	be	seen	as	the	collective	worship	and	adoration	of	Christ	by	believers.	The	joy	and	delight	reflect	the	fruits	of	a	relationship	with
God,	as	seen	in	Galatians	5:22,	where	joy	is	listed	as	a	fruit	of	the	Spirit.	The	communal	aspect	("we")	underscores	the	unity	and	fellowship	among	believers,	as	encouraged	in	Hebrews	10:24-25.we	will	praise	your	love	more	than	wine.Wine	in	biblical	times	was	a	symbol	of	joy,	celebration,	and	abundance.	To	praise	love	more	than	wine	suggests	that	the	love
of	the	bridegroom	is	more	fulfilling	and	satisfying	than	the	greatest	earthly	pleasures.	This	can	be	connected	to	Ephesians	5:18,	where	believers	are	encouraged	to	be	filled	with	the	Spirit	rather	than	wine,	indicating	the	superior	joy	found	in	a	relationship	with	Christ.	The	comparison	elevates	divine	love	above	all	earthly	experiences.It	is	only	right	that	they
adore	you.This	final	phrase	acknowledges	the	worthiness	of	the	beloved	to	be	adored.	In	a	broader	biblical	context,	it	reflects	the	rightful	worship	and	adoration	due	to	God.	Revelation	4:11	echoes	this	sentiment,	declaring	the	worthiness	of	God	to	receive	glory	and	honor.	The	phrase	suggests	a	natural	and	appropriate	response	to	the	beloved's	character
and	actions,	paralleling	the	believer's	response	to	the	love	and	sacrifice	of	Christ.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe	primary	female	character	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	a	representation	of	the	bride	or	the	church	in	a	spiritual	allegory.2.	The	KingTraditionally	understood	as	Solomon,	representing	the	bridegroom	or
Christ	in	allegorical	interpretations.3.	The	ChambersSymbolic	of	intimacy	and	closeness,	often	interpreted	as	a	place	of	deep	personal	relationship	with	God.4.	The	Daughters	of	JerusalemThey	are	the	onlookers	or	chorus	in	the	account,	representing	the	community	of	believers	or	those	observing	the	relationship.5.	The	LoveRepresents	the	deep,	abiding	love
between	the	bride	and	bridegroom,	often	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church.Teaching	PointsIntimacy	with	GodThe	call	to	be	"drawn	away"	signifies	a	desire	for	deeper	intimacy	with	God.	Believers	are	encouraged	to	seek	a	personal	and	profound	relationship	with	Christ.Joy	in	Relationship"We	will	rejoice	and	delight	in	you"
highlights	the	joy	found	in	a	relationship	with	God.	Christians	are	reminded	to	find	their	ultimate	joy	and	satisfaction	in	Christ.Praise	and	WorshipThe	phrase	"we	will	praise	your	love	more	than	wine"	suggests	that	God's	love	is	superior	to	all	earthly	pleasures.	Believers	are	called	to	prioritize	worship	and	adoration	of	God	above	all	else.Community	of
BelieversThe	role	of	the	"daughters	of	Jerusalem"	emphasizes	the	importance	of	community	in	the	Christian	faith.	Fellowship	with	other	believers	strengthens	and	encourages	our	walk	with	God.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	being	"drawn	away"	into	the	king's	chambers	reflect	your	personal	relationship	with	God?2.	In	what	ways	can	you
"rejoice	and	delight"	in	your	relationship	with	Christ	daily?3.	How	does	the	love	described	in	Song	of	Solomon	compare	to	the	love	described	in	Ephesians	5:25-33?4.	What	are	some	practical	ways	you	can	prioritize	praising	God's	love	above	all	other	pleasures	in	your	life?5.	How	can	the	community	of	believers,	like	the	"daughters	of	Jerusalem,"	support	and
enhance	your	spiritual	journey?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	45This	royal	wedding	psalm	shares	themes	of	love	and	marriage,	often	seen	as	a	messianic	psalm	pointing	to	Christ	and	the	Church.Ephesians	5:25-33Paul’s	teaching	on	marriage,	where	the	relationship	between	husband	and	wife	is	compared	to	Christ	and	the	Church,	echoes	the	themes
of	love	and	unity	found	in	Song	of	Solomon.Revelation	19:7-9The	marriage	supper	of	the	Lamb,	where	the	Church	is	presented	as	the	bride	of	Christ,	connects	to	the	imagery	of	the	bride	and	bridegroom	in	Song	of	Solomon.Page	9I	am	dark,	yet	lovely,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem,	like	the	tents	of	Kedar,	like	the	curtains	of	Solomon.I	am	dark,	yet	lovelyThis
phrase	reflects	the	speaker's	self-awareness	and	confidence	in	her	beauty	despite	her	dark	complexion.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	context,	a	darker	skin	tone	often	indicated	a	life	of	labor	under	the	sun,	possibly	suggesting	her	work	in	the	vineyards	(Song	of	Solomon	1:6).	This	contrasts	with	the	cultural	preference	for	lighter	skin,	which	was	associated
with	nobility	and	leisure.	Theologically,	this	can	be	seen	as	an	affirmation	of	inherent	worth	and	beauty,	regardless	of	societal	standards.	It	echoes	the	biblical	theme	that	God	values	the	heart	over	outward	appearance	(1	Samuel	16:7).O	daughters	of	JerusalemThe	"daughters	of	Jerusalem"	are	likely	a	group	of	women	who	serve	as	a	chorus	or	audience
within	the	Song.	They	represent	the	societal	norms	and	expectations	of	the	time.	Their	presence	in	the	text	highlights	the	communal	aspect	of	love	and	relationships,	as	well	as	the	societal	pressures	that	can	influence	personal	identity	and	self-perception.	This	phrase	also	connects	to	the	broader	biblical	narrative	of	Jerusalem	as	a	central	place	of	worship
and	community,	often	symbolizing	the	people	of	God	(Isaiah	52:9).like	the	tents	of	KedarKedar	was	a	nomadic	tribe	descended	from	Ishmael,	known	for	their	black	tents	made	from	goat	hair.	These	tents	were	functional	and	durable,	symbolizing	strength	and	resilience.	The	comparison	suggests	a	beauty	that	is	both	practical	and	enduring,	not	merely
superficial.	This	imagery	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	believer's	life,	which	is	often	marked	by	trials	and	perseverance,	yet	remains	beautiful	in	God's	eyes	(2	Corinthians	4:7-10).like	the	curtains	of	SolomonThe	curtains	of	Solomon	likely	refer	to	the	luxurious	and	ornate	fabrics	used	in	the	royal	palaces	or	the	temple.	This	comparison	elevates	the
speaker's	beauty	to	a	level	of	regal	splendor	and	divine	craftsmanship.	It	suggests	a	connection	to	the	wisdom	and	wealth	of	Solomon,	who	built	the	temple	as	a	dwelling	place	for	God	(1	Kings	6).	This	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	is	the	ultimate	fulfillment	of	the	temple,	embodying	God's	presence	among	His	people	(John	2:19-21).Persons	/	Places	/
Events1.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	often	interpreted	as	the	bride	or	beloved	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	She	expresses	her	self-awareness	and	beauty	despite	her	dark	complexion.2.	Daughters	of	JerusalemA	group	of	women	addressed	by	the	Shulammite,	often	seen	as	a	chorus	or	audience	within	the	poem,	representing	societal	norms
or	expectations.3.	Tents	of	KedarKedar	was	a	nomadic	tribe	known	for	their	black	goat-hair	tents.	This	imagery	highlights	the	Shulammite's	dark	complexion.4.	Curtains	of	SolomonThese	likely	refer	to	the	luxurious	and	beautiful	curtains	in	King	Solomon's	palace,	symbolizing	beauty	and	splendor.5.	SolomonThe	attributed	author	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,
representing	wisdom	and	wealth,	and	often	seen	as	the	bridegroom	in	the	allegory.Teaching	PointsEmbrace	Your	God-Given	IdentityThe	Shulammite's	declaration	of	being	"dark,	yet	lovely"	encourages	believers	to	embrace	their	unique	identity	and	beauty	as	created	by	God.Challenge	Societal	StandardsThe	contrast	between	the	tents	of	Kedar	and	the
curtains	of	Solomon	invites	reflection	on	how	societal	standards	of	beauty	can	be	challenged	and	redefined.Value	Inner	BeautyThe	reference	to	the	"curtains	of	Solomon"	suggests	that	true	beauty	is	not	just	external	but	also	reflects	inner	qualities	and	character.Community	and	Self-PerceptionThe	address	to	the	"daughters	of	Jerusalem"	highlights	the	role
of	community	in	shaping	self-perception	and	the	importance	of	affirming	one	another's	worth.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	Shulammite	woman's	declaration	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:5	challenge	modern	societal	standards	of	beauty?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	apply	the	principle	of	being	"fearfully	and	wonderfully	made"	(Psalm	139:14)	to	our	daily	lives?3.
How	can	the	imagery	of	the	"tents	of	Kedar"	and	"curtains	of	Solomon"	help	us	understand	the	balance	between	external	appearance	and	inner	beauty?4.	What	role	does	community	play	in	shaping	our	self-perception,	and	how	can	we	encourage	others	to	see	their	God-given	beauty?5.	How	can	the	message	of	1	Samuel	16:7,	that	God	looks	at	the	heart,
influence	our	interactions	with	others	and	our	self-view?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesGenesis	1:27This	verse	speaks	of	humanity	being	created	in	the	image	of	God,	which	connects	to	the	Shulammite's	acknowledgment	of	her	inherent	beauty	despite	societal	standards.1	Samuel	16:7This	verse	emphasizes	that	God	looks	at	the	heart	rather	than	outward
appearance,	aligning	with	the	Shulammite's	confidence	in	her	beauty.Psalm	139:14This	verse	speaks	of	being	fearfully	and	wonderfully	made,	reinforcing	the	Shulammite's	declaration	of	her	loveliness.Page	10Do	not	stare	because	I	am	dark,	for	the	sun	has	gazed	upon	me.	My	mother's	sons	were	angry	with	me;	they	made	me	a	keeper	of	the	vineyards,	but
my	own	vineyard	I	have	neglected.Do	not	stare	because	I	am	darkThe	speaker,	traditionally	understood	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	addresses	the	onlookers	who	might	judge	her	appearance.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	a	darker	complexion	often	indicated	outdoor	labor,	which	was	associated	with	lower	social	status.	This	phrase	highlights	the	societal
norms	and	prejudices	of	the	time,	where	fair	skin	was	often	idealized.	Theologically,	this	can	be	seen	as	a	reminder	that	God	looks	at	the	heart	rather	than	outward	appearances,	as	seen	in	1	Samuel	16:7.for	the	sun	has	gazed	upon	meThe	reference	to	the	sun	suggests	exposure	to	the	elements,	indicating	a	life	of	hard	work.	This	aligns	with	the	agrarian
society	of	ancient	Israel,	where	many	people	worked	outdoors.	The	sun's	gaze	symbolizes	the	unavoidable	circumstances	that	have	shaped	her	appearance,	much	like	how	life's	trials	can	shape	a	person's	character.	This	can	be	connected	to	the	refining	process	described	in	Malachi	3:3,	where	trials	purify	and	strengthen	faith.My	mother’s	sons	were	angry
with	meThis	phrase	suggests	familial	conflict,	possibly	indicating	a	blended	family	or	step-siblings,	which	was	not	uncommon	in	biblical	times.	The	anger	of	her	brothers	may	reflect	jealousy	or	a	desire	to	control,	reminiscent	of	Joseph's	brothers	in	Genesis	37.	This	familial	tension	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	the	rejection	Christ	faced	from	His	own	people,	as
noted	in	John	1:11.they	made	me	a	keeper	of	the	vineyardsThe	vineyards	symbolize	responsibility	and	labor	imposed	upon	her	by	her	brothers.	Vineyards	were	significant	in	Israelite	culture,	representing	both	economic	livelihood	and	spiritual	fruitfulness,	as	seen	in	Isaiah	5:1-7.	This	imposition	of	labor	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	burdens	others	place
upon	us,	contrasting	with	Jesus'	invitation	in	Matthew	11:28-30	to	find	rest	in	Him.but	my	own	vineyard	I	have	neglectedThe	neglect	of	her	own	vineyard	symbolizes	the	personal	sacrifices	she	has	made	due	to	external	demands.	This	can	be	interpreted	as	a	loss	of	personal	identity	or	spiritual	neglect,	a	theme	echoed	in	the	parable	of	the	ten	virgins	in
Matthew	25:1-13,	where	preparedness	and	personal	spiritual	care	are	emphasized.	Theologically,	it	serves	as	a	call	to	prioritize	one's	relationship	with	God	amidst	life's	demands,	reflecting	the	greatest	commandment	to	love	God	with	all	one's	heart,	soul,	and	mind	(Matthew	22:37).Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe	speaker	in	this
verse,	expressing	her	feelings	of	being	judged	for	her	appearance	and	her	circumstances.2.	The	SunRepresents	the	natural	elements	that	have	affected	the	Shulammite's	appearance,	symbolizing	external	pressures	and	life	circumstances.3.	Mother’s	SonsLikely	refers	to	the	Shulammite's	brothers	or	close	male	relatives	who	have	authority	over	her,
contributing	to	her	burdens.4.	VineyardsSymbolic	of	responsibilities	and	duties	imposed	on	the	Shulammite,	representing	work	and	obligations.5.	Her	Own	VineyardMetaphor	for	her	personal	life,	spiritual	well-being,	or	self-care,	which	she	has	neglected	due	to	external	demands.Teaching	PointsJudgment	Based	on	AppearanceWe	should	be	cautious	not	to
judge	others	based	on	their	outward	appearance	or	circumstances.	God	looks	at	the	heart.Balancing	ResponsibilitiesIt's	important	to	balance	external	responsibilities	with	personal	and	spiritual	care.	Neglecting	one's	own	"vineyard"	can	lead	to	spiritual	and	emotional	depletion.Handling	Family	DynamicsFamily	relationships	can	be	complex	and	challenging.
Seeking	God's	wisdom	and	grace	is	essential	in	navigating	these	dynamics.Finding	Rest	in	ChristIn	the	midst	of	life's	demands,	we	are	invited	to	find	rest	and	renewal	in	Christ,	who	offers	peace	and	strength.Self-Worth	and	IdentityOur	worth	is	not	determined	by	others'	opinions	or	our	circumstances	but	by	our	identity	in	Christ.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How
does	the	Shulammite's	experience	of	being	judged	for	her	appearance	relate	to	modern-day	issues	of	self-image	and	societal	expectations?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	ensure	that	we	are	tending	to	our	own	"vineyards"	while	fulfilling	our	responsibilities	to	others?3.	How	can	the	account	of	Hagar	in	Genesis	16	provide	insight	into	dealing	with	family	conflicts	and
feelings	of	oppression?4.	What	practical	steps	can	we	take	to	find	rest	in	Christ	amidst	our	busy	lives,	as	encouraged	in	Matthew	11:28-30?5.	How	does	understanding	our	identity	in	Christ	help	us	resist	the	pressure	to	conform	to	external	judgments	and	expectations?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesGenesis	16:6-9Hagar's	experience	of	being	mistreated	and
fleeing,	similar	to	the	Shulammite's	feeling	of	being	oppressed	by	her	family.Proverbs	31:27The	virtuous	woman	who	manages	her	household,	contrasting	with	the	Shulammite's	neglect	of	her	own	vineyard.Matthew	11:28-30Jesus'	invitation	to	find	rest	in	Him,	offering	relief	from	burdens	similar	to	those	the	Shulammite	faces.1	Samuel	16:7God's	focus	on
the	heart	rather	than	outward	appearance,	aligning	with	the	Shulammite's	plea	not	to	be	judged	by	her	looks.John	15:1-5The	metaphor	of	the	vine	and	branches,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	abiding	in	Christ	to	bear	fruit,	akin	to	tending	one's	own	vineyard.Page	11Tell	me,	O	one	I	love,	where	do	you	pasture	your	sheep?	Where	do	you	rest	them	at
midday?	Why	should	I	be	like	a	veiled	woman	beside	the	flocks	of	your	companions?Tell	me,	O	one	I	love,This	phrase	reflects	the	intimate	and	personal	relationship	between	the	speaker	and	the	beloved.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	this	is	often	interpreted	as	an	allegory	of	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church.	The	expression	of	love	and	desire
for	closeness	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	the	believer's	longing	for	communion	with	Christ.	The	use	of	"O	one	I	love"	indicates	a	deep	affection	and	personal	connection,	which	is	central	to	the	theme	of	divine	love	throughout	Scripture.where	do	you	pasture	your	sheep?The	imagery	of	shepherding	is	prevalent	throughout	the	Bible,	symbolizing	guidance,
provision,	and	care.	In	the	Old	Testament,	God	is	often	depicted	as	a	shepherd	(e.g.,	Psalm	23),	and	in	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	refers	to	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd	(John	10:11).	This	phrase	suggests	a	desire	to	be	near	the	beloved,	to	be	under	his	care	and	guidance,	much	like	sheep	are	dependent	on	their	shepherd	for	sustenance	and
protection.Where	do	you	rest	them	at	midday?Midday	was	a	time	of	rest	and	reprieve	from	the	harsh	sun	in	the	ancient	Near	East.	This	request	for	knowledge	of	the	resting	place	indicates	a	desire	for	peace	and	refreshment	in	the	presence	of	the	beloved.	Spiritually,	it	can	be	seen	as	a	longing	for	the	rest	and	peace	found	in	Christ,	who	invites	the	weary	to
find	rest	in	Him	(Matthew	11:28-30).	The	mention	of	"midday"	also	highlights	the	urgency	and	intensity	of	the	speaker's	desire	to	be	with	the	beloved.Why	should	I	be	like	a	veiled	womanIn	ancient	cultures,	a	veiled	woman	could	signify	modesty,	but	it	could	also	imply	being	an	outsider	or	someone	of	questionable	reputation.	The	speaker's	concern	about
being	"like	a	veiled	woman"	suggests	a	fear	of	being	misunderstood	or	marginalized.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	this	can	reflect	the	believer's	desire	to	be	recognized	and	accepted	by	Christ,	not	wanting	to	be	seen	as	distant	or	unworthy.beside	the	flocks	of	your	companions?This	phrase	indicates	a	concern	about	being	separated	from	the	beloved	and	being	among
others	who	are	not	the	primary	object	of	affection.	The	"flocks	of	your	companions"	could	symbolize	other	groups	or	communities,	highlighting	the	speaker's	desire	for	a	unique	and	personal	relationship	with	the	beloved.	In	a	broader	biblical	context,	it	can	reflect	the	Church's	desire	to	be	distinct	and	set	apart	for	Christ,	not	merely	one	among	many.	This
longing	for	exclusivity	in	relationship	mirrors	the	call	for	the	Church	to	be	holy	and	devoted	to	Christ	alone	(Ephesians	5:25-27).Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	often	interpreted	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	expressing	her	deep	love	and	desire	for	the	shepherd,	who	is	her	beloved.2.	The	ShepherdThe	one	whom	the
Shulammite	loves,	representing	her	beloved.	In	a	spiritual	allegory,	he	is	often	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ.3.	The	FlocksSymbolic	of	the	people	or	followers	of	the	shepherd,	representing	the	community	or	congregation.4.	Veiled	WomanA	reference	to	a	woman	who	might	be	seen	as	an	outsider	or	someone	not	fully	belonging	to	the	group,	possibly	indicating
shame	or	separation.5.	NoonA	time	of	rest	and	refreshment,	symbolizing	a	moment	of	intimacy	and	closeness	with	the	beloved.Teaching	PointsDesire	for	Intimacy	with	ChristJust	as	the	Shulammite	seeks	the	presence	of	her	beloved,	believers	are	encouraged	to	seek	closeness	with	Christ,	our	Good	Shepherd.Identity	and	BelongingThe	concern	of	being	like	a
"veiled	woman"	highlights	the	importance	of	finding	our	identity	and	belonging	in	Christ,	not	feeling	like	outsiders	in	our	spiritual	journey.Rest	in	ChristThe	mention	of	resting	at	noon	invites	believers	to	find	their	rest	and	refreshment	in	Christ,	especially	during	the	heat	and	trials	of	life.Pursuit	of	God’s	PresenceThe	active	seeking	of	the	beloved's	location
encourages	believers	to	pursue	God's	presence	actively	and	intentionally	in	their	daily	lives.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	the	shepherd	and	flock	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:7	enhance	your	understanding	of	your	relationship	with	Christ?2.	In	what	ways	can	you	actively	seek	intimacy	with	Christ	in	your	daily	life,	similar	to	the	Shulammite's
pursuit	of	her	beloved?3.	Reflect	on	a	time	when	you	felt	like	an	outsider	in	your	faith	journey.	How	can	this	verse	encourage	you	to	find	your	identity	and	belonging	in	Christ?4.	What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	find	rest	and	refreshment	in	Christ	during	the	"noon"	or	challenging	times	of	your	life?5.	How	do	the	connections	to	other	scriptures,	such	as
Psalm	23	and	John	10,	deepen	your	understanding	of	Christ	as	the	Good	Shepherd?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	23The	imagery	of	the	shepherd	and	the	flock	connects	to	the	Lord	as	our	Shepherd,	guiding	and	providing	for	His	people.John	10:14-15Jesus	describes	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd,	knowing	His	sheep	and	laying	down	His	life	for	them,
paralleling	the	intimate	relationship	depicted	in	Song	of	Solomon.Isaiah	40:11The	tender	care	of	the	shepherd	for	his	flock	is	echoed,	showing	God's	gentle	and	nurturing	nature	towards	His	people.Page	12If	you	do	not	know,	O	fairest	of	women,	follow	the	tracks	of	the	flock,	and	graze	your	young	goats	near	the	tents	of	the	shepherds.If	you	do	not	know,	O
fairest	of	womenThis	phrase	addresses	the	beloved,	often	interpreted	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	highlighting	her	beauty	and	worth.	The	term	"fairest"	suggests	a	superlative	beauty,	which	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	the	church's	beauty	in	the	eyes	of	Christ.	The	rhetorical	question	"If	you	do	not	know"	implies	a	gentle	rebuke	or	guidance,	suggesting	that
the	beloved	may	be	seeking	direction	or	assurance.	This	can	be	paralleled	with	the	church's	need	for	guidance	from	Christ,	as	seen	in	passages	like	John	10:27,	where	Jesus	speaks	of	His	sheep	hearing	His	voice.follow	the	tracks	of	the	flockThe	imagery	of	following	the	tracks	of	the	flock	suggests	a	path	of	righteousness	and	community.	In	ancient	pastoral
societies,	following	the	flock	was	essential	for	sustenance	and	survival.	Spiritually,	this	can	be	seen	as	an	encouragement	to	follow	the	path	laid	out	by	the	faithful,	akin	to	Hebrews	12:1,	which	speaks	of	being	surrounded	by	a	great	cloud	of	witnesses.	The	flock	can	symbolize	the	people	of	God,	and	following	their	tracks	implies	adhering	to	the	teachings	and
examples	of	those	who	have	gone	before.and	graze	your	young	goatsGrazing	young	goats	indicates	care	and	provision,	a	common	pastoral	activity	in	ancient	Israel.	This	phrase	suggests	nurturing	and	responsibility,	reflecting	the	believer's	duty	to	care	for	those	entrusted	to	them.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	it	can	be	seen	as	a	call	to	nurture	new	believers	or	those
young	in	faith,	similar	to	Jesus'	instruction	to	Peter	in	John	21:15-17	to	feed	His	sheep.	The	act	of	grazing	also	implies	a	peaceful	and	sustained	provision,	echoing	the	pastoral	care	of	God	as	the	Good	Shepherd.near	the	tents	of	the	shepherdsThe	mention	of	tents	of	the	shepherds	places	the	scene	in	a	pastoral	setting,	common	in	the	ancient	Near	East.
Shepherds	were	vital	to	the	economy	and	culture,	and	their	tents	would	be	places	of	safety	and	community.	Spiritually,	this	can	be	seen	as	an	invitation	to	remain	close	to	spiritual	leaders	and	the	community	of	faith.	The	shepherds'	tents	symbolize	guidance	and	protection,	akin	to	the	church's	role	in	providing	spiritual	oversight	and	fellowship.	This	imagery
aligns	with	Psalm	23,	where	the	Lord	is	depicted	as	a	shepherd	providing	for	and	protecting	His	flock.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	Beloved	(Most	Beautiful	of	Women)This	refers	to	the	Shulammite	woman,	the	bride	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	who	is	deeply	loved	and	admired	by	her	beloved,	Solomon.2.	The	ShepherdsThese	are	the	caretakers	of	the	flocks,
representing	those	who	guide	and	protect,	possibly	symbolizing	spiritual	leaders	or	those	who	provide	wisdom	and	guidance.3.	The	FlockRepresents	the	community	or	people	of	God,	often	used	metaphorically	in	Scripture	to	describe	the	people	who	follow	God.4.	The	Tents	of	the	ShepherdsThese	are	the	places	where	the	shepherds	reside,	symbolizing
places	of	safety,	guidance,	and	provision.Teaching	PointsGuidance	in	UncertaintyWhen	we	are	unsure	of	our	path,	we	are	encouraged	to	seek	guidance	from	those	who	are	spiritually	mature	and	grounded	in	faith.Beauty	in	IdentityRecognize	the	inherent	beauty	and	worth	that	God	sees	in	us,	as	the	beloved	is	called	"most	beautiful	of	women."Community
and	FellowshipThe	importance	of	being	part	of	a	community	of	believers	is	emphasized,	as	the	flock	represents	the	collective	body	of	Christ.Spiritual	NourishmentJust	as	the	young	goats	are	pastured,	we	must	seek	spiritual	nourishment	and	growth	through	the	Word	and	fellowship.Role	of	Spiritual	LeadersSpiritual	leaders	are	called	to	provide	guidance	and
protection,	much	like	shepherds	with	their	flocks,	and	we	should	respect	and	seek	their	wisdom.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	shepherds	and	flocks	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:8	enhance	our	understanding	of	spiritual	leadership	and	guidance?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	seek	and	recognize	the	beauty	and	worth	that	God	sees	in	us,	as	reflected	in
the	term	"most	beautiful	of	women"?3.	How	can	being	part	of	a	community	of	believers,	like	the	flock,	strengthen	our	faith	and	spiritual	journey?4.	What	practical	steps	can	we	take	to	ensure	we	are	receiving	proper	spiritual	nourishment	and	guidance	in	our	daily	lives?5.	How	can	we	support	and	pray	for	our	spiritual	leaders,	who	are	tasked	with
shepherding	the	flock	of	God?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	23The	imagery	of	shepherds	and	flocks	connects	to	the	theme	of	God	as	the	Shepherd	who	leads	and	provides	for	His	people.John	10Jesus	describes	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd,	emphasizing	the	relationship	between	the	shepherd	and	the	flock,	and	the	care	and	guidance	provided.1
Peter	5:2-4This	passage	speaks	to	the	role	of	spiritual	leaders	as	shepherds	of	God's	flock,	highlighting	the	responsibility	to	lead	with	care	and	integrity.Page	13I	compare	you,	my	darling,	to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh's	chariots.I	compare	you,	my	darlingThis	phrase	reflects	the	intimate	and	affectionate	language	typical	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	a	poetic	book
celebrating	love	and	marriage.	The	term	"my	darling"	indicates	a	deep	personal	connection	and	endearment.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Hebrew	culture,	such	expressions	of	love	were	often	reserved	for	the	closest	of	relationships,	highlighting	the	exclusivity	and	commitment	inherent	in	marriage.	This	phrase	can	also	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	God's	love	for
His	people,	as	marriage	is	often	used	as	a	metaphor	for	the	relationship	between	God	and	Israel,	and	later,	Christ	and	the	Church	(Ephesians	5:25-32).to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh’s	chariotsThe	comparison	to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh's	chariots	is	rich	with	cultural	and	historical	significance.	In	ancient	Egypt,	Pharaoh's	chariots	were	symbols	of	power,	prestige,
and	military	might.	Horses,	especially	those	associated	with	Pharaoh,	were	highly	valued	and	considered	majestic.	A	mare	among	these	chariots	would	stand	out	as	unique	and	captivating,	suggesting	that	the	beloved	is	unparalleled	in	beauty	and	grace.	This	imagery	also	evokes	the	idea	of	strength	and	nobility,	as	horses	were	essential	to	the	success	of
chariots	in	battle.	Theologically,	this	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	is	both	the	beloved	of	God	and	the	one	who	stands	out	in	majesty	and	power.	Additionally,	the	mare's	presence	among	the	chariots	could	symbolize	the	transformative	power	of	love,	which	elevates	and	dignifies.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	SolomonTraditionally	attributed	as	the	author
of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	Solomon	was	the	son	of	King	David	and	known	for	his	wisdom	and	wealth.	The	book	is	a	poetic	dialogue	between	Solomon	and	his	beloved.2.	The	BelovedThe	woman	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon's	bride	or	a	representation	of	Israel	or	the	Church	in	allegorical	readings.3.	Pharaoh's	ChariotsRefers	to	the
chariots	of	Egypt,	known	for	their	strength,	speed,	and	grandeur.	Pharaoh's	chariots	were	a	symbol	of	power	and	prestige	in	the	ancient	world.Teaching	PointsValue	and	EsteemThe	comparison	to	a	mare	among	Pharaoh’s	chariots	signifies	high	value	and	esteem.	In	relationships,	we	should	express	appreciation	and	honor	towards	our	loved	ones,	recognizing
their	unique	worth.Symbol	of	Beauty	and	StrengthThe	mare	symbolizes	both	beauty	and	strength.	In	our	spiritual	walk,	we	are	called	to	embody	these	qualities,	reflecting	the	beauty	of	Christ	and	the	strength	found	in	Him.Cultural	Context	and	UnderstandingUnderstanding	the	cultural	and	historical	context	of	biblical	imagery	enriches	our	interpretation.
The	grandeur	of	Pharaoh’s	chariots	helps	us	grasp	the	depth	of	admiration	expressed	in	this	verse.Allegorical	InterpretationWhile	the	Song	of	Solomon	is	a	love	poem,	it	can	also	be	seen	as	an	allegory	of	Christ’s	love	for	the	Church.	This	perspective	encourages	us	to	reflect	on	the	depth	of	Christ’s	love	and	our	response	to	it.Communication	in
RelationshipsThe	poetic	language	used	in	the	Song	of	Solomon	highlights	the	importance	of	communication	in	relationships.	We	should	strive	to	communicate	love	and	admiration	effectively	and	creatively.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	a	mare	among	Pharaoh’s	chariots	enhance	your	understanding	of	the	beloved’s	value	in	this	passage?2.
In	what	ways	can	the	strength	and	beauty	of	the	mare	be	applied	to	our	spiritual	lives	today?3.	How	does	understanding	the	historical	context	of	Pharaoh’s	chariots	influence	your	interpretation	of	this	verse?4.	Reflect	on	how	the	allegorical	interpretation	of	the	Song	of	Solomon	as	a	depiction	of	Christ’s	love	for	the	Church	impacts	your	personal	faith
journey.5.	What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	improve	communication	and	express	admiration	in	your	relationships,	inspired	by	the	poetic	language	of	the	Song	of	Solomon?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesExodus	14The	mention	of	Pharaoh's	chariots	can	remind	readers	of	the	Exodus	account,	where	Pharaoh's	chariots	pursued	the	Israelites.	This
connection	highlights	the	power	and	might	associated	with	these	chariots.1	Kings	10Describes	Solomon's	wealth	and	the	grandeur	of	his	kingdom,	providing	context	for	the	opulence	and	splendor	referenced	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.Ephesians	5Paul’s	teaching	on	marriage	as	a	reflection	of	Christ	and	the	Church	can	be	connected	to	the	allegorical
interpretation	of	the	Song	of	Solomon	as	a	depiction	of	divine	love.Page	14Your	cheeks	are	beautiful	with	ornaments,	your	neck	with	strings	of	jewels.Your	cheeks	are	beautiful	with	ornamentsIn	the	context	of	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	beauty	was	often	accentuated	with	jewelry	and	adornments.	The	mention	of	"cheeks"	being	beautiful	with	ornaments
suggests	a	sense	of	dignity	and	honor.	In	biblical	times,	women	often	wore	jewelry	to	signify	status	and	beauty,	as	seen	in	Genesis	24:22,	where	Rebekah	receives	a	gold	nose	ring	and	bracelets.	The	cheeks,	a	prominent	feature	of	the	face,	symbolize	the	visible	expression	of	inner	beauty	and	joy.	This	imagery	can	also	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	beauty	of
the	bride	of	Christ,	the	Church,	adorned	with	the	righteousness	and	grace	given	by	God	(Ephesians	5:27).your	neck	with	strings	of	jewelsThe	neck	adorned	with	jewels	signifies	grace	and	elegance.	In	ancient	cultures,	necklaces	were	not	only	decorative	but	also	indicative	of	wealth	and	social	standing.	The	reference	to	"strings	of	jewels"	suggests	a	lavish
and	intentional	display	of	beauty.	Proverbs	1:9	speaks	of	wisdom	and	instruction	as	a	"graceful	garland	for	your	head	and	pendants	for	your	neck,"	indicating	that	spiritual	adornment	is	of	great	value.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	the	believer's	spiritual	adornment	in	Christ,	who	is	our	wisdom	and	righteousness	(1	Corinthians	1:30).	The	imagery	of	the	neck
adorned	with	jewels	also	points	to	the	Church,	which	is	made	beautiful	and	precious	through	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	primary	speaker	in	this	verse,	often	interpreted	as	the	bride	or	the	Shulammite	woman,	who	is	expressing	admiration	for	her	beloved.2.	The	LoverThe	recipient	of	the	admiration,	often	seen
as	Solomon	or	a	representation	of	Christ	in	allegorical	interpretations.3.	Ornaments	and	JewelsSymbolic	elements	representing	beauty,	value,	and	adornment,	often	used	to	describe	the	beloved's	physical	and	spiritual	beauty.Teaching	PointsSpiritual	AdornmentJust	as	physical	adornment	enhances	beauty,	spiritual	adornment	through	virtues	like	love,
kindness,	and	humility	enhances	our	inner	beauty.Value	and	WorthThe	use	of	ornaments	and	jewels	signifies	the	immense	value	and	worth	that	God	places	on	His	beloved,	reminding	us	of	our	worth	in	Christ.Christ	and	the	ChurchIn	a	Christological	interpretation,	the	verse	can	be	seen	as	Christ's	love	and	admiration	for	the	Church,	His	bride,	adorned	with
righteousness.Cultural	ContextUnderstanding	the	cultural	significance	of	jewelry	in	ancient	times	helps	us	appreciate	the	depth	of	the	imagery	used	in	this	verse.Personal	ReflectionConsider	how	we	adorn	ourselves	spiritually	and	what	that	says	about	our	relationship	with	God.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	adornment	in	Song	of	Solomon
1:10	enhance	our	understanding	of	the	value	placed	on	the	beloved?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	apply	the	concept	of	spiritual	adornment	in	our	daily	lives,	as	suggested	by	1	Peter	3?3.	How	does	the	use	of	jewelry	in	biblical	accounts,	such	as	in	Genesis	24	and	Ezekiel	16,	deepen	our	understanding	of	God's	relationship	with	His	people?4.	What	are	some
practical	ways	we	can	remind	ourselves	of	our	worth	and	value	in	Christ,	as	illustrated	in	this	verse?5.	How	can	the	allegorical	interpretation	of	this	verse	as	Christ's	love	for	the	Church	influence	our	view	of	the	Church's	role	and	mission	in	the	world?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesGenesis	24The	adornment	of	Rebekah	with	jewelry	by	Abraham's	servant	as
a	sign	of	betrothal	and	value,	paralleling	the	adornment	described	in	Song	of	Solomon.Ezekiel	16God's	description	of	adorning	Jerusalem	with	jewelry,	symbolizing	His	love	and	covenant	with	His	people.1	Peter	3The	emphasis	on	inner	beauty	over	outward	adornment,	providing	a	New	Testament	perspective	on	true	beauty.Page	15We	will	make	you
ornaments	of	gold,	studded	with	beads	of	silver.We	will	make	you	ornaments	of	goldThe	use	of	"we"	suggests	a	collective	effort,	possibly	referring	to	the	daughters	of	Jerusalem	or	the	royal	court,	indicating	a	communal	celebration	of	beauty	and	love.	Gold,	a	precious	metal,	symbolizes	value,	purity,	and	royalty,	often	associated	with	divine	attributes	and	the
glory	of	God.	In	biblical	times,	gold	was	used	in	the	construction	of	the	Tabernacle	and	the	Temple,	signifying	holiness	and	divine	presence	(Exodus	25:11;	1	Kings	6:20-22).	The	mention	of	gold	here	may	also	allude	to	the	bride's	worth	and	the	honor	bestowed	upon	her,	reflecting	the	church's	value	in	the	eyes	of	Christ	(Ephesians	5:25-27).studded	with
beads	of	silverSilver,	another	precious	metal,	often	represents	redemption	and	purity	in	Scripture.	It	was	used	in	the	tabernacle's	construction	and	in	various	offerings	(Exodus	26:19;	Leviticus	5:15).	The	combination	of	gold	and	silver	in	the	ornaments	suggests	a	harmonious	blend	of	beauty	and	redemption,	pointing	to	the	multifaceted	nature	of	love	and	the
relationship	between	Christ	and	the	church.	The	imagery	of	adornment	with	precious	metals	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	the	believer's	spiritual	adornment,	as	described	in	1	Peter	3:3-4,	where	inner	beauty	is	valued	over	outward	appearance.	The	intricate	design	of	these	ornaments	reflects	the	care	and	intentionality	in	God's	relationship	with	His	people,
emphasizing	the	beauty	and	worth	of	the	bride,	both	in	the	immediate	context	and	as	a	type	of	the	church.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	female	protagonist	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	representing	the	church	or	the	individual	believer	in	a	spiritual	allegory.2.	The	Friends/Daughters	of	JerusalemThese	are	the	companions	or
chorus	in	the	Song,	who	often	speak	to	or	about	the	Beloved	and	the	Lover,	providing	a	communal	perspective.3.	The	LoverThe	male	protagonist,	often	seen	as	a	representation	of	Christ	in	allegorical	interpretations.4.	JerusalemWhile	not	directly	mentioned	in	this	verse,	it	is	the	setting	for	much	of	the	Song	and	represents	a	place	of	spiritual	significance.5.
Ornaments	of	Gold	and	SilverSymbolic	of	beauty,	value,	and	honor,	these	ornaments	represent	the	adornment	and	worth	bestowed	upon	the	Beloved.Teaching	PointsSpiritual	AdornmentJust	as	the	Beloved	is	adorned	with	gold	and	silver,	believers	are	called	to	adorn	themselves	with	spiritual	virtues	that	reflect	their	identity	in	Christ.Value	and	Worth	in
ChristThe	use	of	precious	metals	signifies	the	immense	value	and	worth	that	God	places	on	His	people,	reminding	us	of	our	identity	and	dignity	in	Him.Community	and	EncouragementThe	communal	aspect	of	"we	will	make	you"	highlights	the	role	of	the	faith	community	in	encouraging	and	building	one	another	up	in	love	and	good	deeds.Symbolism	of	Gold
and	SilverThese	metals	symbolize	purity,	refinement,	and	the	enduring	nature	of	true	beauty,	encouraging	believers	to	seek	what	is	eternal	and	lasting.Christ	as	the	Ultimate	AdornerIn	the	allegorical	interpretation,	Christ	is	the	one	who	adorns	His	bride,	the	church,	with	righteousness	and	honor,	pointing	to	the	transformative	work	of	salvation.Bible	Study
Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	gold	and	silver	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:11	enhance	our	understanding	of	spiritual	beauty	and	worth?2.	In	what	ways	can	the	faith	community	today	participate	in	"adorning"	one	another	with	encouragement	and	support?3.	How	does	the	concept	of	spiritual	adornment	in	this	verse	connect	with	the	teachings	of	1	Peter	3:3-
4	about	inner	beauty?4.	Reflect	on	a	time	when	you	felt	valued	and	honored	by	God	or	others.	How	did	that	experience	impact	your	faith	journey?5.	How	can	we,	as	believers,	ensure	that	our	focus	remains	on	eternal	and	spiritual	adornment	rather	than	temporary	and	worldly	appearances?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesProverbs	25:11This	verse	speaks	of
words	aptly	spoken	being	like	apples	of	gold	in	settings	of	silver,	drawing	a	parallel	to	the	value	and	beauty	of	wise	and	loving	communication.1	Peter	3:3-4This	passage	discusses	the	inner	beauty	of	a	gentle	and	quiet	spirit,	which	is	of	great	worth	in	God's	sight,	connecting	to	the	idea	of	spiritual	adornment.Revelation	21:18-21Describes	the	New	Jerusalem
adorned	with	precious	stones	and	metals,	symbolizing	the	ultimate	beauty	and	glory	of	God's	people.Page	16While	the	king	was	at	his	table,	my	perfume	spread	its	fragrance.While	the	king	was	at	his	tableThis	phrase	sets	the	scene	in	a	royal	context,	indicating	a	setting	of	opulence	and	authority.	The	"king"	here	is	often	interpreted	as	Solomon,	known	for



his	wisdom	and	wealth.	The	table	signifies	a	place	of	fellowship	and	intimacy,	possibly	during	a	banquet	or	feast.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	dining	with	someone	was	a	sign	of	close	relationship	and	trust.	This	setting	can	also	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	invites	believers	to	His	table,	symbolizing	communion	and	fellowship	with	Him	(Revelation
3:20).my	perfume	spread	its	fragrancePerfume	in	biblical	times	was	a	luxury	item,	often	made	from	costly	spices	and	oils.	The	spreading	of	fragrance	symbolizes	the	influence	and	presence	of	the	beloved.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	this	can	be	seen	as	the	believer's	life	being	a	pleasing	aroma	to	God,	as	referenced	in	2	Corinthians	2:15,	where	believers	are
described	as	the	fragrance	of	Christ.	The	act	of	spreading	fragrance	can	also	be	seen	as	an	act	of	worship,	similar	to	Mary	anointing	Jesus	with	costly	perfume	in	John	12:3,	symbolizing	devotion	and	love.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	KingIn	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	the	king	is	often	understood	to	be	Solomon	himself.	However,	from	a
conservative	Christian	perspective,	the	king	can	also	symbolize	Christ,	the	ultimate	bridegroom.2.	The	TableThis	represents	a	place	of	fellowship	and	intimacy.	In	ancient	times,	sharing	a	meal	was	a	significant	act	of	communion	and	relationship-building.3.	The	PerfumeThe	perfume,	or	nard,	symbolizes	the	bride's	love	and	devotion.	It	is	a	costly	and	precious
substance,	indicating	the	value	and	depth	of	her	affection.Teaching	PointsIntimacy	with	ChristJust	as	the	bride	is	in	the	presence	of	the	king,	believers	are	invited	into	a	close,	personal	relationship	with	Jesus.	This	verse	encourages	us	to	cultivate	that	intimacy	through	prayer	and	worship.The	Fragrance	of	DevotionOur	lives,	like	the	perfume,	should	spread
the	fragrance	of	Christ's	love.	This	involves	living	in	a	way	that	reflects	His	character	and	draws	others	to	Him.The	Cost	of	WorshipThe	perfume	represents	a	costly	offering.	True	worship	often	involves	sacrifice,	whether	it	be	time,	resources,	or	personal	desires,	to	honor	God.Presence	at	the	TableBeing	at	the	king's	table	signifies	acceptance	and	belonging.
As	believers,	we	are	invited	to	dine	with	Christ,	experiencing	His	provision	and	grace.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	the	king's	table	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:12	enhance	your	understanding	of	fellowship	with	Christ?2.	In	what	ways	can	your	life	spread	the	"fragrance"	of	Christ	to	those	around	you?3.	Reflect	on	a	time	when	your	worship
involved	a	personal	sacrifice.	How	did	this	deepen	your	relationship	with	God?4.	How	do	the	connections	between	Song	of	Solomon	1:12	and	other	scriptures	like	John	12:3	and	Revelation	19:9	enrich	your	understanding	of	biblical	worship	and	devotion?5.	What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	cultivate	a	deeper	intimacy	with	Christ	in	your	daily	life?
Connections	to	Other	ScripturesJohn	12:3This	verse	describes	Mary	anointing	Jesus'	feet	with	expensive	perfume,	paralleling	the	act	of	devotion	and	love	expressed	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:12.Psalm	23:5The	imagery	of	a	table	prepared	by	God	for	His	beloved	echoes	the	intimate	setting	of	the	king's	table	in	Song	of	Solomon.Revelation	19:9The	marriage
supper	of	the	Lamb	is	a	future	event	that	reflects	the	intimate	fellowship	between	Christ	and	His	church,	akin	to	the	king's	table.Page	17My	beloved	is	to	me	a	sachet	of	myrrh	resting	between	my	breasts.My	beloved	is	to	meThis	phrase	expresses	deep	affection	and	personal	connection.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	it	reflects	the	intimate
relationship	between	the	Shulammite	woman	and	her	beloved,	often	interpreted	as	King	Solomon.	This	relationship	can	be	seen	as	a	representation	of	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church,	drawing	parallels	to	Ephesians	5:25-27,	where	Christ's	love	for	the	Church	is	described	as	sacrificial	and	pure.a	sachet	of	myrrhMyrrh	is	a	fragrant	resin	used	in
ancient	times	for	perfume,	anointing	oil,	and	embalming.	It	was	a	valuable	commodity,	symbolizing	wealth	and	luxury.	In	biblical	times,	myrrh	was	also	one	of	the	gifts	brought	by	the	Magi	to	Jesus	(Matthew	2:11),	symbolizing	His	future	suffering	and	death.	The	use	of	myrrh	here	suggests	something	precious	and	cherished,	indicating	the	beloved's	value
and	significance	to	the	speaker.resting	between	my	breastsThis	imagery	conveys	intimacy	and	closeness,	suggesting	a	deep	personal	bond.	In	the	cultural	context	of	the	ancient	Near	East,	such	expressions	of	affection	were	common	in	romantic	poetry.	The	placement	of	the	sachet	of	myrrh	"between	my	breasts"	indicates	a	cherished	and	constant	presence,
akin	to	the	indwelling	of	Christ	in	the	believer's	heart,	as	seen	in	Galatians	2:20,	where	Paul	speaks	of	Christ	living	in	him.	This	phrase	also	highlights	the	personal	and	internalized	nature	of	the	relationship,	emphasizing	the	beloved's	continual	presence	and	influence	in	the	speaker's	life.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedIn	the	Song	of	Solomon,	the
"beloved"	often	refers	to	the	male	lover,	traditionally	understood	as	Solomon	or	a	representation	of	an	idealized	lover.	In	a	spiritual	allegory,	it	can	also	represent	Christ	as	the	bridegroom.2.	The	ShulammiteThe	speaker	in	this	verse	is	the	Shulammite	woman,	who	expresses	her	deep	affection	and	longing	for	her	beloved.	She	is	often	seen	as	a
representation	of	the	Church	or	the	individual	believer	in	a	spiritual	allegory.3.	MyrrhA	fragrant	resin	used	in	ancient	times	for	perfume,	incense,	and	embalming.	It	symbolizes	beauty,	value,	and	sometimes	suffering	or	sacrifice,	as	it	was	one	of	the	gifts	brought	to	Jesus	by	the	Magi.4.	SachetA	small	bag	or	pouch,	often	filled	with	aromatic	substances.	It
signifies	something	precious	and	intimate,	kept	close	to	the	heart.5.	BreastsIn	the	context	of	ancient	Near	Eastern	poetry,	this	imagery	conveys	intimacy,	love,	and	closeness.	It	symbolizes	the	cherished	and	personal	nature	of	the	relationship.Teaching	PointsIntimacy	with	ChristThe	imagery	of	the	sachet	of	myrrh	resting	close	to	the	heart	invites	believers	to
cultivate	a	deep,	personal	relationship	with	Christ,	keeping	Him	close	in	their	daily	lives.Value	of	SacrificeMyrrh,	as	a	symbol	of	sacrifice,	reminds	us	of	the	cost	of	true	love.	Reflect	on	Christ's	sacrificial	love	and	how	we	are	called	to	love	others	selflessly.Cherishing	the	BelovedJust	as	the	Shulammite	cherishes	her	beloved,	we	are	encouraged	to	cherish	our
relationship	with	Christ,	valuing	it	above	all	else.Spiritual	FragranceConsider	how	our	lives	can	be	a	pleasing	aroma	to	God	and	others,	reflecting	the	beauty	and	fragrance	of	Christ	in	our	actions	and	attitudes.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	myrrh	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:13	deepen	your	understanding	of	the	value	and	beauty	of	love	in	a
relationship?2.	In	what	ways	can	you	cultivate	a	more	intimate	relationship	with	Christ,	keeping	Him	close	to	your	heart	as	the	Shulammite	does	with	her	beloved?3.	Reflect	on	the	sacrificial	aspects	of	love.	How	can	you	demonstrate	sacrificial	love	in	your	relationships,	following	the	example	of	Christ?4.	How	does	the	concept	of	being	a	"fragrant	aroma"	to
God	challenge	you	in	your	daily	walk	with	Him?	What	practical	steps	can	you	take	to	reflect	Christ's	fragrance	to	those	around	you?5.	Compare	the	love	described	in	Song	of	Solomon	with	the	love	described	in	Ephesians	5:25-27.	How	does	this	comparison	enhance	your	understanding	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church	and	your	role	within	it?Connections	to
Other	ScripturesPsalm	45This	royal	wedding	psalm	shares	themes	of	love	and	beauty,	often	interpreted	as	a	messianic	psalm	pointing	to	Christ	and	His	bride,	the	Church.Ephesians	5:25-27This	passage	speaks	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church,	drawing	a	parallel	to	the	intimate	and	sacrificial	love	depicted	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.John	19:39Myrrh	is	mentioned
in	the	context	of	Jesus'	burial,	highlighting	its	significance	in	both	life	and	death,	and	connecting	to	the	themes	of	sacrifice	and	love.Page	18My	beloved	is	to	me	a	cluster	of	henna	blossoms	in	the	vineyards	of	En-gedi.My	beloved	is	to	meThis	phrase	expresses	deep	affection	and	personal	connection.	The	term	"beloved"	is	a	recurring	theme	in	the	Song	of
Solomon,	symbolizing	the	intimate	relationship	between	the	lovers.	In	a	broader	biblical	context,	it	can	be	seen	as	a	representation	of	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church,	as	the	Church	is	often	referred	to	as	the	Bride	of	Christ	(Ephesians	5:25-27).	The	personal	nature	of	"to	me"	emphasizes	the	unique	and	cherished	relationship,	highlighting	the
exclusivity	and	devotion	found	in	a	covenant	relationship.a	cluster	of	henna	blossomsHenna	blossoms,	known	for	their	fragrant	and	beautiful	flowers,	were	highly	valued	in	ancient	times.	Henna	(Lawsonia	inermis)	was	used	for	its	dye	and	perfume,	symbolizing	beauty	and	delight.	The	imagery	of	a	"cluster"	suggests	abundance	and	richness,	indicating	that
the	beloved	is	a	source	of	joy	and	pleasure.	In	the	cultural	context,	henna	was	often	used	in	wedding	ceremonies,	symbolizing	love	and	commitment.	This	imagery	can	also	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	is	the	source	of	spiritual	beauty	and	joy	for	believers.in	the	vineyards	of	En-gedi.En-gedi	is	an	oasis	located	near	the	Dead	Sea,	known	for	its	lush
vegetation	and	water	sources	in	an	otherwise	arid	region.	It	was	a	place	of	refuge	and	beauty,	often	associated	with	fertility	and	life.	The	vineyards	of	En-gedi	would	have	been	a	place	of	abundance	and	refreshment,	enhancing	the	imagery	of	the	beloved	as	a	source	of	life	and	sustenance.	Historically,	En-gedi	was	a	strategic	location,	providing	shelter	and
resources,	as	seen	in	the	life	of	David	when	he	fled	from	Saul	(1	Samuel	23:29).	The	mention	of	En-gedi	underscores	the	idea	of	the	beloved	as	a	place	of	refuge	and	delight,	much	like	Christ	provides	spiritual	refuge	and	sustenance	to	His	followers.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	BelovedIn	the	Song	of	Solomon,	the	"beloved"	often	refers	to	the	male	lover,
traditionally	understood	as	Solomon.	This	term	signifies	a	deep,	intimate	relationship.2.	Henna	BlossomsHenna	is	a	flowering	plant	used	for	its	fragrant	blossoms	and	dye.	It	symbolizes	beauty,	fragrance,	and	adornment,	often	associated	with	love	and	romance.3.	VineyardsVineyards	are	symbolic	of	abundance,	fertility,	and	care.	They	are	often	used	in	the
Bible	to	represent	the	people	of	Israel	or	a	place	of	growth	and	fruitfulness.4.	En-gediA	lush	oasis	in	the	Judean	desert,	known	for	its	beauty	and	fertility.	It	represents	a	place	of	refreshment	and	life	amidst	a	barren	landscape.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	LoveThe	comparison	to	henna	blossoms	highlights	the	beauty	and	fragrance	of	love.	In	relationships,
we	should	strive	to	cultivate	beauty	and	grace,	reflecting	the	love	of	Christ.Spiritual	RefreshmentJust	as	En-gedi	is	an	oasis,	our	relationship	with	God	should	be	a	source	of	refreshment	and	life.	We	should	seek	His	presence	to	rejuvenate	our	spirits.Fruitfulness	in	RelationshipsThe	vineyard	imagery	reminds	us	of	the	importance	of	nurturing	our
relationships	to	bear	fruit.	This	involves	intentional	care,	communication,	and	love.Symbolism	of	CommitmentThe	beloved's	description	as	a	cluster	of	henna	blossoms	signifies	commitment	and	value.	In	our	relationships,	we	should	demonstrate	commitment	and	cherish	one	another.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	henna	blossoms	enhance
your	understanding	of	the	beloved's	value	in	this	verse?2.	In	what	ways	can	your	relationship	with	God	be	like	an	oasis	in	the	desert,	similar	to	En-gedi?3.	How	can	the	concept	of	a	vineyard	inform	your	approach	to	nurturing	your	personal	relationships?4.	What	are	some	practical	ways	you	can	reflect	the	beauty	and	fragrance	of	Christ's	love	in	your	daily
interactions?5.	How	does	the	imagery	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:14	connect	with	Jesus'	teaching	in	John	15	about	remaining	in	Him	to	bear	fruit?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	23The	imagery	of	lush,	fertile	places	like	En-gedi	can	be	connected	to	the	"green	pastures"	and	"still	waters"	that	God	provides,	symbolizing	His	provision	and	care.John	15The
vineyard	imagery	can	be	related	to	Jesus'	teaching	about	the	vine	and	the	branches,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	remaining	in	Him	to	bear	fruit.Isaiah	5The	vineyard	is	used	as	a	metaphor	for	Israel,	highlighting	themes	of	care,	expectation,	and	the	consequences	of	unfruitfulness.Page	19How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling!	Oh,	how	very	beautiful!	Your
eyes	are	like	doves.How	beautiful	you	are,	my	darling!This	phrase	reflects	the	admiration	and	affection	of	the	speaker,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon,	towards	his	beloved.	The	use	of	"beautiful"	emphasizes	the	physical	and	inner	beauty	of	the	beloved,	which	is	a	recurring	theme	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	beauty	was	often
associated	with	divine	favor	and	blessing.	The	term	"darling"	indicates	a	deep,	personal	relationship,	suggesting	intimacy	and	exclusivity.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	God's	love	for	His	people,	as	depicted	in	other	scriptures	such	as	Isaiah	62:5,	where	God	rejoices	over	His	people	as	a	bridegroom	rejoices	over	his	bride.Oh,	how	very	beautiful!The
repetition	of	the	declaration	of	beauty	serves	to	intensify	the	speaker's	admiration	and	to	emphasize	the	beloved's	worth.	In	Hebrew	poetry,	repetition	is	a	common	device	used	to	express	strong	emotion	and	importance.	This	mirrors	the	biblical	theme	of	God's	repeated	affirmations	of	love	and	value	towards	His	people,	as	seen	in	passages	like	Zephaniah
3:17,	where	God	delights	in	His	people	with	singing.Your	eyes	are	like	doves.The	comparison	of	eyes	to	doves	suggests	purity,	gentleness,	and	peace.	Doves	are	often	symbols	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	peace	in	the	Bible,	as	seen	in	the	account	of	Jesus'	baptism	in	Matthew	3:16,	where	the	Spirit	descends	like	a	dove.	This	imagery	may	also	imply	a	sense	of
innocence	and	tranquility	in	the	beloved's	gaze.	In	the	cultural	context	of	the	time,	eyes	were	considered	windows	to	the	soul,	and	such	a	comparison	would	indicate	a	deep,	soulful	connection	between	the	lovers.	This	can	also	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ's	pure	and	peaceful	nature,	inviting	believers	to	reflect	His	character	in	their	own	lives.Persons	/	Places	/
Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker	in	this	verse	is	the	male	lover,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon	or	a	representation	of	Christ	in	allegorical	readings.	He	is	expressing	admiration	for	his	beloved.2.	The	DarlingThe	recipient	of	the	admiration,	often	seen	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	representing	the	bride	or	the	church	in	allegorical	interpretations.3.	DovesA
symbol	of	purity,	peace,	and	beauty.	In	the	context	of	this	verse,	doves	are	used	to	describe	the	beloved's	eyes,	indicating	innocence	and	gentleness.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	LoveThis	verse	highlights	the	beauty	found	in	love	and	admiration.	In	relationships,	both	romantic	and	spiritual,	recognizing	and	affirming	the	beauty	in	others	is	vital.Symbolism
of	DovesThe	use	of	doves	to	describe	eyes	suggests	a	call	to	purity	and	peace	in	our	interactions.	As	believers,	we	are	encouraged	to	embody	these	qualities.Christ	and	the	ChurchIn	a	broader	spiritual	sense,	this	verse	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.	Just	as	the	beloved	is	admired,	so	are	we	cherished	by	Christ.Value	of
AffirmationThe	act	of	expressing	admiration	strengthens	relationships.	In	our	daily	lives,	we	should	practice	affirming	those	we	love,	recognizing	their	God-given	beauty	and	worth.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	doves	enhance	our	understanding	of	the	beloved's	character	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:15?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	apply	the	principle
of	affirming	beauty	in	our	relationships	today?3.	How	does	the	symbolism	of	doves	in	this	verse	connect	to	Jesus'	teachings	in	the	New	Testament?4.	What	parallels	can	we	draw	between	the	love	expressed	in	Song	of	Solomon	and	the	love	Christ	has	for	the	Church?5.	How	can	we	cultivate	the	qualities	of	purity	and	peace,	as	symbolized	by	doves,	in	our	own
lives	and	communities?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesGenesis	29:17Leah's	eyes	are	described	as	"weak,"	while	Rachel	is	noted	for	her	beauty.	This	contrast	highlights	the	significance	of	eyes	in	biblical	descriptions	of	beauty.Matthew	10:16Jesus	instructs	His	disciples	to	be	"as	innocent	as	doves,"	connecting	the	symbolism	of	doves	to	purity	and
innocence.Ephesians	5:25-27The	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church	is	likened	to	a	marriage,	emphasizing	love,	beauty,	and	purity,	similar	to	the	themes	in	Song	of	Solomon.Page	20How	handsome	you	are,	my	beloved!	Oh,	how	delightful!	The	soft	grass	is	our	bed.How	handsome	you	are,	my	beloved!This	phrase	reflects	the	admiration	and	affection
the	Shulammite	woman	has	for	her	beloved,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Near	Eastern	poetry,	physical	beauty	was	frequently	celebrated	as	a	reflection	of	inner	qualities.	The	term	"handsome"	here	not	only	refers	to	physical	appearance	but	also	to	the	character	and	virtues	of	the	beloved.	This	admiration	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of
the	believer's	love	for	Christ,	who	is	described	as	"altogether	lovely"	in	Song	of	Solomon	5:16.	The	use	of	"my	beloved"	indicates	a	deep,	personal	relationship,	echoing	the	intimate	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church.Oh,	how	delightful!The	expression	of	delight	suggests	a	sense	of	joy	and	satisfaction	in	the	presence	of	the	beloved.	In	biblical	terms,
delight	often	signifies	a	deep,	spiritual	joy	that	transcends	mere	physical	attraction.	This	can	be	connected	to	Psalm	37:4,	which	speaks	of	delighting	in	the	Lord.	The	delight	here	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	the	joy	found	in	a	relationship	with	God,	where	the	believer	finds	ultimate	satisfaction	and	fulfillment.The	soft	grass	is	our	bed.This	imagery	of	a
natural	setting	for	their	union	suggests	simplicity	and	purity,	contrasting	with	the	opulence	often	associated	with	Solomon's	reign.	The	pastoral	setting	evokes	the	Garden	of	Eden,	symbolizing	innocence	and	unspoiled	beauty.	It	also	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	rest	and	peace	found	in	God's	creation,	as	seen	in	Psalm	23:2,	"He	makes	me	lie	down	in	green
pastures."	The	use	of	"our	bed"	indicates	mutual	belonging	and	shared	intimacy,	paralleling	the	unity	between	Christ	and	His	Church.	The	natural	setting	may	also	symbolize	the	believer's	rest	in	Christ,	who	provides	spiritual	rest	and	peace.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	male	figure	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	King	Solomon	or
a	representation	of	Christ	in	allegorical	readings.	He	is	the	object	of	affection	and	admiration.2.	The	ShulammiteThe	female	speaker	in	this	verse,	expressing	her	admiration	and	love	for	her	beloved.	She	represents	the	bride	or	the	church	in	allegorical	interpretations.3.	The	BedSymbolic	of	intimacy	and	rest,	described	as	"verdant,"	suggesting	freshness,	life,
and	fertility.	It	represents	the	flourishing	relationship	between	the	beloved	and	the	Shulammite.4.	The	SettingThe	pastoral	imagery	suggests	a	natural,	lush	environment,	emphasizing	the	beauty	and	vitality	of	the	relationship.Teaching	PointsThe	Beauty	of	LoveThe	verse	highlights	the	beauty	and	admiration	present	in	a	loving	relationship.	In	a	Christian
marriage,	spouses	should	continually	express	appreciation	and	admiration	for	one	another.Symbolism	of	VerdancyThe	verdant	bed	symbolizes	a	relationship	that	is	alive	and	flourishing.	Couples	should	strive	to	keep	their	relationship	vibrant	and	growing	through	mutual	respect	and	love.Christ	and	the	ChurchThis	verse	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	the	love
between	Christ	and	the	Church.	Believers	are	called	to	maintain	a	vibrant	and	intimate	relationship	with	Christ,	characterized	by	admiration	and	devotion.The	Role	of	Nature	in	ScriptureThe	use	of	natural	imagery	in	this	verse	reminds	us	of	the	beauty	of	God's	creation	and	how	it	can	symbolize	spiritual	truths.	Believers	are	encouraged	to	see	God's
handiwork	in	the	world	around	them.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	admiration	expressed	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:16	reflect	the	ideal	relationship	between	spouses	in	a	Christian	marriage?2.	In	what	ways	can	the	verdant	imagery	of	the	bed	be	applied	to	maintaining	a	healthy	and	growing	relationship	with	Christ?3.	How	does	the	expression	of	love	and
admiration	in	this	verse	compare	to	the	love	described	in	Ephesians	5:25-33?4.	What	role	does	nature	play	in	your	understanding	of	spiritual	truths,	as	seen	in	the	imagery	of	Song	of	Solomon	1:16?5.	How	can	the	principles	of	admiration	and	appreciation	in	this	verse	be	applied	to	other	relationships	in	your	life,	such	as	friendships	or	family?Connections	to
Other	ScripturesGenesis	2:24The	union	of	man	and	woman	in	marriage,	reflecting	the	intimate	and	exclusive	relationship	depicted	in	Song	of	Solomon.Ephesians	5:25-33The	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church,	paralleling	the	love	and	admiration	expressed	in	Song	of	Solomon.Psalm	23:2The	imagery	of	green	pastures,	symbolizing	peace	and
provision,	similar	to	the	verdant	bed	in	Song	of	Solomon.Page	21The	beams	of	our	house	are	cedars;	our	rafters	are	fragrant	firs.The	beams	of	our	house	are	cedars;Cedars	were	highly	valued	in	ancient	Israel	for	their	durability,	resistance	to	decay,	and	pleasant	aroma.	The	use	of	cedar	wood	in	construction	is	a	symbol	of	strength	and	permanence.	In
biblical	times,	cedar	was	often	imported	from	Lebanon,	as	it	was	considered	the	finest	wood	available.	This	phrase	may	evoke	the	grandeur	of	Solomon's	Temple,	which	was	built	using	cedar	wood	(1	Kings	6:9-10).	The	mention	of	"our	house"	suggests	a	shared	dwelling,	symbolizing	unity	and	stability	in	the	relationship.	The	cedar	beams	can	also	be	seen	as	a
metaphor	for	the	strength	and	enduring	nature	of	love,	reflecting	the	divine	love	that	is	unchanging	and	eternal.our	rafters	are	fragrant	firs.Firs,	like	cedars,	were	also	used	in	construction	and	were	known	for	their	pleasant	scent.	The	fragrance	of	the	firs	adds	an	element	of	beauty	and	delight	to	the	home,	suggesting	that	the	relationship	is	not	only	strong
but	also	filled	with	joy	and	pleasure.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	which	celebrates	romantic	love,	the	fragrant	firs	can	symbolize	the	refreshing	and	life-giving	aspects	of	love.	The	use	of	natural	imagery	highlights	the	connection	between	creation	and	the	Creator,	pointing	to	the	beauty	and	order	God	has	established	in	relationships.	The	mention	of
"fragrant"	may	also	allude	to	the	pleasing	aroma	of	a	life	lived	in	accordance	with	God's	will,	as	seen	in	other	scriptures	where	fragrance	is	associated	with	worship	and	sacrifice	(2	Corinthians	2:15).Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	SolomonTraditionally	attributed	as	the	author	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	Solomon	was	the	son	of	King	David	and	known	for	his	wisdom
and	wealth.	The	book	is	often	seen	as	an	allegory	of	God's	love	for	His	people.2.	The	ShulammiteThe	female	protagonist	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	representing	the	bride	or	the	people	of	God	in	allegorical	readings.3.	Cedar	and	CypressThese	are	types	of	wood	mentioned	in	the	verse.	Cedar	is	known	for	its	durability	and	pleasant	aroma,
often	used	in	temple	construction,	symbolizing	strength	and	permanence.	Cypress	is	also	a	durable	wood,	symbolizing	beauty	and	resilience.4.	The	HouseRepresents	the	dwelling	place	or	the	relationship	between	the	lovers,	often	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	relationship	between	God	and	His	people.5.	The	Song	of	SolomonA	poetic	book	in	the	Old	Testament
that	explores	themes	of	love	and	desire,	often	interpreted	allegorically	in	conservative	Christian	traditions	as	the	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church.Teaching	PointsSymbolism	of	Strength	and	PermanenceThe	use	of	cedar	and	cypress	in	the	construction	of	the	house	symbolizes	a	relationship	built	on	strength	and	permanence.	In	our	spiritual	lives,	we
should	seek	to	build	our	relationship	with	God	on	a	foundation	that	is	enduring	and	resilient.Beauty	in	RelationshipsThe	mention	of	cypress,	known	for	its	beauty,	reminds	us	that	our	relationships,	especially	our	relationship	with	God,	should	be	marked	by	beauty	and	care.	We	should	strive	to	cultivate	beauty	in	our	spiritual	lives	through	acts	of	love	and
devotion.God's	Dwelling	Among	UsThe	imagery	of	a	house	with	strong	beams	and	rafters	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	God's	desire	to	dwell	among	His	people.	We	are	called	to	create	a	space	in	our	hearts	and	lives	where	God	can	reside,	marked	by	holiness	and	dedication.Allegory	of	Divine	LoveThe	Song	of	Solomon,	while	a	celebration	of	human	love,	also
serves	as	an	allegory	for	the	divine	love	between	Christ	and	the	Church.	This	verse	invites	us	to	reflect	on	the	depth	and	strength	of	God's	love	for	us.Building	a	Spiritual	HomeJust	as	the	house	in	the	verse	is	constructed	with	care	and	quality	materials,	we	are	encouraged	to	build	our	spiritual	lives	with	intentionality,	using	the	"materials"	of	prayer,
scripture,	and	community.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	cedar	and	cypress	in	Song	of	Solomon	1:17	enhance	your	understanding	of	the	strength	and	beauty	of	a	godly	relationship?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	apply	the	concept	of	building	a	strong	and	beautiful	"house"	in	our	personal	relationship	with	God?3.	How	does	the	use	of	cedar	in	the
construction	of	Solomon's	temple	(1	Kings	6:9-10)	relate	to	the	themes	of	strength	and	permanence	in	our	spiritual	lives?4.	Reflect	on	the	allegorical	interpretation	of	the	Song	of	Solomon	as	a	depiction	of	Christ's	love	for	the	Church.	How	does	this	perspective	influence	your	understanding	of	divine	love?5.	Considering	Psalm	92:12,	how	can	we	cultivate	the
qualities	of	a	"cedar"	in	our	spiritual	journey,	ensuring	growth	and	stability	in	our	faith?Connections	to	Other	Scriptures1	Kings	6:9-10Describes	the	construction	of	Solomon's	temple	using	cedar,	highlighting	the	significance	of	cedar	as	a	symbol	of	strength	and	divine	presence.Ephesians	5:25-27Discusses	the	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church,
paralleling	the	intimate	and	pure	love	depicted	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.Psalm	92:12Compares	the	righteous	to	a	cedar,	emphasizing	growth	and	stability,	which	can	be	related	to	the	enduring	nature	of	the	love	described	in	Song	of	Solomon.Page	22I	am	a	rose	of	Sharon,	a	lily	of	the	valley.I	am	a	rose	of	SharonThe	phrase	"rose	of	Sharon"	refers	to	a	flower
that	grows	in	the	fertile	plain	of	Sharon,	a	region	known	for	its	beauty	and	abundance,	located	between	the	Mediterranean	Sea	and	the	central	mountains	of	Israel.	In	biblical	times,	Sharon	was	a	place	of	lush	vegetation	and	was	often	associated	with	beauty	and	fertility.	The	"rose"	mentioned	here	is	likely	not	the	modern	rose	but	a	wildflower,	possibly	a
crocus	or	tulip,	known	for	its	vibrant	color	and	delicate	appearance.	This	imagery	suggests	beauty	and	grace,	often	interpreted	as	a	representation	of	the	beloved's	attractiveness	and	purity.	In	a	broader	spiritual	context,	some	see	this	as	a	type	of	Christ,	symbolizing	His	beauty	and	the	grace	He	brings	to	the	believer's	life.a	lily	of	the	valleyThe	"lily	of	the
valley"	is	another	flower	that	grows	in	low,	fertile	areas,	often	associated	with	humility	and	purity.	Lilies	are	frequently	mentioned	in	Scripture	as	symbols	of	beauty	and	divine	provision	(e.g.,	Matthew	6:28-29).	The	valley,	in	contrast	to	the	heights,	suggests	humility	and	lowliness.	This	phrase	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	beloved's	modesty	and	inner
beauty.	In	Christian	typology,	the	lily	is	sometimes	seen	as	a	representation	of	Christ's	purity	and	His	role	as	the	humble	servant.	The	imagery	of	the	lily	in	the	valley	can	also	be	connected	to	the	idea	of	finding	beauty	and	grace	in	humble	circumstances,	reflecting	the	Christian	call	to	humility	and	service.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker
in	this	verse	is	traditionally	understood	to	be	the	Shulammite	woman,	the	beloved	of	Solomon.	She	uses	metaphorical	language	to	describe	herself,	emphasizing	her	beauty	and	uniqueness.2.	SharonA	fertile	plain	in	ancient	Israel,	known	for	its	beauty	and	lush	vegetation.	It	symbolizes	abundance	and	natural	beauty.3.	Lily	of	the	ValleyA	flower	that	grows	in
low,	fertile	areas.	It	is	often	associated	with	purity	and	humility,	adding	depth	to	the	Shulammite's	self-description.Teaching	PointsUnderstanding	Beauty	in	HumilityThe	Shulammite's	self-description	as	a	"lily	of	the	valley"	suggests	that	true	beauty	is	found	in	humility	and	purity.	Believers	are	encouraged	to	cultivate	these	virtues	in	their	lives.God's
Creation	and	ProvisionThe	imagery	of	the	rose	and	lily	reminds	us	of	God's	intricate	design	and	provision	in	creation.	We	are	called	to	trust	in	His	care	and	provision	for	our	needs.Identity	in	ChristJust	as	the	Shulammite	identifies	herself	with	beautiful	and	humble	flowers,	Christians	are	called	to	find	their	identity	in	Christ,	who	sees	us	as	precious	and
beloved.Spiritual	Growth	and	RenewalThe	fertile	imagery	of	Sharon	and	the	valley	can	symbolize	spiritual	growth	and	renewal.	Believers	are	encouraged	to	seek	environments	and	practices	that	foster	spiritual	flourishing.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	the	"rose	of	Sharon"	and	"lily	of	the	valley"	enhance	our	understanding	of	the
Shulammite's	character	and	self-perception?2.	In	what	ways	can	the	beauty	and	humility	of	the	lily	serve	as	a	model	for	Christian	living	today?3.	How	do	the	themes	of	beauty	and	provision	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:1	connect	with	Jesus'	teachings	in	the	New	Testament?4.	What	practical	steps	can	we	take	to	cultivate	a	humble	and	pure	heart,	as	symbolized	by
the	lily	of	the	valley?5.	How	can	the	imagery	of	growth	and	renewal	in	this	verse	inspire	us	in	our	spiritual	journey	and	relationship	with	God?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesIsaiah	35:1-2This	passage	speaks	of	the	desert	blossoming	like	a	rose,	symbolizing	restoration	and	beauty,	similar	to	the	imagery	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:1.Matthew	6:28-29Jesus	speaks
of	the	lilies	of	the	field,	highlighting	God's	provision	and	care,	which	can	be	connected	to	the	imagery	of	the	lily	in	Song	of	Solomon.Hosea	14:5God	promises	to	be	like	the	dew	to	Israel,	causing	them	to	blossom	like	a	lily,	which	parallels	the	themes	of	growth	and	divine	care.Page	23Like	a	lily	among	the	thorns	is	my	darling	among	the	maidens.Like	a	lily
among	the	thornsThis	phrase	uses	vivid	imagery	to	contrast	beauty	and	purity	with	harshness	and	danger.	The	lily	is	often	associated	with	purity	and	beauty	in	biblical	literature,	symbolizing	the	beloved's	unique	and	virtuous	nature.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	the	lily	represents	the	bride,	who	stands	out	in	her	purity	and	grace	amidst	a	world
that	can	be	harsh	and	sinful,	represented	by	the	thorns.	Thorns	are	often	symbolic	of	sin	and	the	fallen	state	of	the	world,	as	seen	in	Genesis	3:18,	where	thorns	and	thistles	are	part	of	the	curse	after	the	Fall.	This	imagery	can	also	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	is	often	referred	to	as	the	"Lily	of	the	Valleys"	(Song	of	Solomon	2:1),	highlighting	His	purity
and	beauty	in	a	sinful	world.is	my	darling	among	the	maidensThe	term	"darling"	indicates	a	deep	affection	and	special	status,	suggesting	a	unique	and	cherished	relationship.	In	the	cultural	context	of	ancient	Israel,	marriage	and	betrothal	were	significant,	and	the	language	here	reflects	the	exclusivity	and	devotion	expected	in	such	relationships.	The
"maidens"	refer	to	other	young	women,	emphasizing	the	bride's	distinctiveness	and	the	groom's	preference	for	her	above	all	others.	This	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	God's	covenant	relationship	with	His	people,	where	He	chooses	and	cherishes	them	uniquely,	as	seen	in	passages	like	Deuteronomy	7:6-8.	Additionally,	this	can	be	interpreted	as	a	type	of	the
Church,	the	Bride	of	Christ,	who	is	set	apart	and	loved	uniquely	by	Christ,	as	described	in	Ephesians	5:25-27.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon	or	a	representation	of	Christ,	who	expresses	admiration	and	love	for	the	Shulammite	woman.2.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe	"darling"	referred	to	in	the
verse,	symbolizing	purity	and	beauty	amidst	a	harsh	environment.3.	The	MaidensOther	women	or	potential	brides,	representing	the	world	or	those	who	do	not	share	the	same	unique	qualities	as	the	beloved.4.	LilyA	symbol	of	purity,	beauty,	and	uniqueness,	often	used	in	biblical	literature	to	denote	something	precious	and	set	apart.5.	ThornsRepresent
challenges,	sin,	or	the	harshness	of	the	world,	contrasting	with	the	purity	and	beauty	of	the	lily.Teaching	PointsPurity	in	a	Corrupt	WorldJust	as	the	lily	stands	out	among	thorns,	Christians	are	called	to	live	pure	and	holy	lives	amidst	a	world	that	often	opposes	God's	ways.Unique	ValueThe	beloved's	uniqueness	is	celebrated,	reminding	us	of	our	individual
worth	and	the	special	love	God	has	for	each	of	us.Endurance	Through	TrialsThe	imagery	of	a	lily	among	thorns	suggests	resilience	and	the	ability	to	thrive	despite	adversity,	encouraging	believers	to	remain	steadfast	in	faith.Divine	PerspectiveGod	sees	His	people	as	precious	and	beautiful,	even	when	surrounded	by	sin	and	challenges,	offering	a	perspective
of	hope	and	encouragement.Christ's	Love	for	the	ChurchThis	verse	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	Christ's	love	for	His	church,	highlighting	the	intimate	and	cherished	relationship	between	Christ	and	believers.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	a	"lily	among	the	thorns"	help	us	understand	our	identity	as	Christians	in	today's	world?2.	In	what
ways	can	we	cultivate	purity	and	holiness	in	our	daily	lives,	reflecting	the	beauty	of	the	lily?3.	How	does	recognizing	our	unique	value	in	God's	eyes	impact	our	self-worth	and	interactions	with	others?4.	What	are	some	practical	ways	to	remain	steadfast	in	faith	when	facing	the	"thorns"	of	life?5.	How	can	we	better	understand	and	experience	the	depth	of
Christ's	love	for	us	as	His	church,	as	illustrated	in	this	verse?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesMatthew	6:28-29Jesus	speaks	of	the	lilies	of	the	field,	emphasizing	their	beauty	and	God's	provision,	which	parallels	the	purity	and	care	highlighted	in	Song	of	Solomon.Hosea	14:5God	promises	to	be	like	the	dew	to	Israel,	and	Israel	will	blossom	like	a	lily,
symbolizing	renewal	and	divine	favor.Philippians	2:15Believers	are	called	to	be	blameless	and	pure,	"children	of	God	without	fault	in	a	warped	and	crooked	generation,"	akin	to	a	lily	among	thorns.Page	24Like	an	apple	tree	among	the	trees	of	the	forest	is	my	beloved	among	the	young	men.	I	delight	to	sit	in	his	shade,	and	his	fruit	is	sweet	to	my	taste.Like	an
apple	tree	among	the	trees	of	the	forestThis	phrase	highlights	the	uniqueness	and	desirability	of	the	beloved.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	apple	trees	were	valued	for	their	beauty	and	fruitfulness,	often	symbolizing	love	and	fertility.	The	comparison	to	a	forest	suggests	that	the	beloved	stands	out	among	many,	much	like	Christ	is	unique	among	all	men.
The	apple	tree	can	also	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	offering	sustenance	and	refuge.is	my	beloved	among	the	young	men.The	beloved	is	distinguished	from	others,	emphasizing	his	exceptional	qualities.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	this	reflects	the	deep	admiration	and	love	the	bride	has	for	her	bridegroom.	Spiritually,	this	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection
of	the	believer's	love	for	Christ,	who	is	unparalleled	among	men.	The	young	men	may	represent	worldly	attractions,	but	the	beloved	surpasses	them	all.I	delight	to	sit	in	his	shade,Shade	provides	protection	and	comfort,	symbolizing	the	safety	and	peace	found	in	the	presence	of	the	beloved.	In	biblical	times,	shade	was	a	precious	commodity	in	the	hot	climate
of	the	Middle	East.	This	imagery	can	be	connected	to	Psalm	91:1,	where	dwelling	in	the	shadow	of	the	Almighty	is	a	place	of	refuge.	It	signifies	the	rest	and	security	believers	find	in	Christ.and	his	fruit	is	sweet	to	my	taste.The	fruit	represents	the	blessings	and	joys	derived	from	the	relationship	with	the	beloved.	In	a	spiritual	sense,	this	can	be	seen	as	the
fruits	of	the	Spirit	(Galatians	5:22-23)	that	believers	experience	through	their	relationship	with	Christ.	The	sweetness	indicates	the	satisfaction	and	fulfillment	found	in	communion	with	Him,	echoing	the	idea	that	Christ's	presence	and	gifts	are	deeply	satisfying	to	the	soul.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedRepresents	the	male	figure	in	the	Song	of
Solomon,	often	interpreted	as	Solomon	himself	or	a	representation	of	Christ	in	allegorical	readings.2.	The	ShulammiteThe	female	speaker	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	expressing	her	love	and	admiration	for	her	beloved.3.	Apple	TreeSymbolizes	uniqueness	and	desirability,	standing	out	among	the	ordinary	trees	of	the	forest.4.	ForestRepresents	the	world	or
society,	where	many	choices	exist,	but	the	beloved	is	distinct	and	special.5.	Shade	and	FruitMetaphors	for	protection,	comfort,	and	the	satisfying	nature	of	the	beloved's	presence	and	love.Teaching	PointsUniqueness	of	ChristJust	as	the	apple	tree	stands	out	among	the	forest,	Christ	is	unique	and	unparalleled	among	all	others.	Believers	are	called	to
recognize	and	cherish	His	distinctiveness.Seeking	Refuge	in	ChristThe	shade	of	the	apple	tree	represents	the	protection	and	comfort	found	in	Christ.	Believers	are	encouraged	to	seek	refuge	in	Him	during	times	of	trouble	and	uncertainty.Satisfaction	in	ChristThe	sweetness	of	the	fruit	symbolizes	the	deep	satisfaction	and	joy	found	in	a	relationship	with
Christ.	Believers	should	cultivate	a	desire	for	His	presence	and	the	nourishment	He	provides.Intimacy	with	ChristThe	Shulammite's	delight	in	her	beloved's	presence	reflects	the	intimate	relationship	believers	are	invited	to	have	with	Christ.	This	intimacy	is	nurtured	through	prayer,	worship,	and	the	study	of	His	Word.Witnessing	to	OthersJust	as	the
Shulammite	publicly	declares	her	delight	in	her	beloved,	believers	are	called	to	share	the	joy	and	satisfaction	they	find	in	Christ	with	others.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	the	apple	tree	among	the	forest	help	us	understand	the	uniqueness	of	Christ	in	our	lives?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	"sit	in	His	shade"	and	find	comfort	and	protection	in
our	daily	walk	with	Christ?3.	Reflect	on	a	time	when	you	experienced	the	"sweetness"	of	Christ's	presence.	How	did	it	impact	your	faith	journey?4.	How	can	we	cultivate	a	deeper	intimacy	with	Christ,	similar	to	the	Shulammite's	relationship	with	her	beloved?5.	What	are	some	practical	ways	we	can	share	the	joy	and	satisfaction	we	find	in	Christ	with	those
around	us?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	34:8This	verse	invites	believers	to	"taste	and	see	that	the	LORD	is	good,"	paralleling	the	delight	and	satisfaction	found	in	the	beloved's	presence.John	15:1-5Jesus	describes	Himself	as	the	true	vine,	emphasizing	the	importance	of	abiding	in	Him,	similar	to	the	Shulammite's	desire	to	sit	in	the	shade	of	her
beloved.Proverbs	25:11Compares	a	word	fitly	spoken	to	apples	of	gold,	highlighting	the	value	and	beauty	of	the	beloved's	presence	and	words.Revelation	22:2Describes	the	tree	of	life	bearing	fruit,	symbolizing	eternal	life	and	the	ultimate	satisfaction	found	in	Christ.Page	25He	has	brought	me	to	the	house	of	wine,	and	his	banner	over	me	is	love.He	has
brought	me	to	the	house	of	wineThis	phrase	suggests	a	setting	of	celebration	and	abundance,	often	associated	with	joy	and	festivity	in	biblical	times.	The	"house	of	wine"	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	a	place	of	intimate	fellowship	and	delight.	In	ancient	Israel,	wine	was	a	symbol	of	blessing	and	prosperity	(Psalm	104:15).	The	imagery	here	may	also	evoke
the	idea	of	a	banquet	or	feast,	reminiscent	of	the	marriage	supper	of	the	Lamb	in	Revelation	19:9,	where	believers	are	invited	to	a	divine	celebration.	The	act	of	being	"brought"	indicates	a	deliberate	action	by	the	beloved,	symbolizing	Christ's	initiative	in	drawing	believers	into	a	relationship	of	joy	and	spiritual	abundance.and	his	banner	over	me	is	loveIn
ancient	military	contexts,	a	banner	was	a	standard	or	ensign	that	signified	protection,	identity,	and	belonging.	Here,	the	banner	represents	the	covering	and	protection	provided	by	the	beloved,	which	in	a	spiritual	sense	can	be	seen	as	the	love	of	Christ	for	His	church.	This	love	is	not	just	protective	but	also	declarative,	publicly	identifying	the	beloved	as
cherished	and	valued.	The	banner	of	love	signifies	a	covenant	relationship,	echoing	the	steadfast	love	of	God	as	seen	in	passages	like	Jeremiah	31:3,	where	God	declares	His	everlasting	love	for	His	people.	This	phrase	also	points	to	the	sacrificial	love	of	Christ,	as	demonstrated	in	John	15:13,	where	Jesus	speaks	of	laying	down	His	life	for	His	friends.Persons	/
Places	/	Events1.	The	BelovedThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	often	interpreted	as	the	Shulammite	woman,	who	represents	the	bride	or	the	church	in	allegorical	readings.2.	The	LoverThe	one	who	brings	the	beloved	to	the	banquet	hall,	often	seen	as	Solomon	or,	in	a	spiritual	allegory,	as	Christ.3.	Banquet	HallA	place	of	celebration	and	abundance,	symbolizing	a
setting	of	love	and	joy.4.	BannerA	symbol	of	protection,	identity,	and	proclamation,	representing	the	overarching	theme	of	love	in	the	relationship.5.	LoveThe	central	theme	of	the	verse,	representing	both	romantic	love	and,	in	a	broader	sense,	God's	love	for	His	people.Teaching	PointsUnderstanding	Divine	LoveThe	verse	illustrates	the	depth	and	protection
of	God's	love	for	us,	akin	to	a	banner	that	covers	and	identifies	us	as	His	own.Celebration	of	RelationshipJust	as	the	banquet	hall	is	a	place	of	joy,	our	relationship	with	God	should	be	celebrated	and	cherished.Identity	in	ChristThe	banner	signifies	our	identity	in	Christ,	marked	by	His	love	and	sacrifice.Invitation	to	AbundanceGod	invites	us	to	a	life	of	spiritual
abundance	and	joy,	much	like	the	banquet	hall	setting.Protection	and	SecurityThe	banner	over	us	is	not	just	love	but	also	a	symbol	of	God's	protection	and	security	in	our	lives.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	a	banquet	hall	enhance	your	understanding	of	God's	love	and	provision?2.	In	what	ways	can	you	see	God's	"banner	of	love"	over	your
life	in	daily	experiences?3.	How	does	understanding	the	original	Hebrew	word	for	"banner"	(degel)	as	a	sign	of	protection	and	identity	deepen	your	appreciation	of	this	verse?4.	How	can	you	apply	the	concept	of	celebrating	your	relationship	with	God	in	your	personal	spiritual	practices?5.	What	other	biblical	accounts	or	teachings	come	to	mind	when	you
think	of	God's	love	as	a	protective	banner	over	His	people?	How	do	these	accounts	encourage	you	in	your	faith	journey?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	23The	imagery	of	being	led	to	a	place	of	abundance	and	care	connects	with	the	shepherd	leading	to	green	pastures	and	still	waters.Ephesians	5:25-27The	love	of	Christ	for	the	church	is	mirrored	in
the	love	of	the	lover	for	the	beloved,	emphasizing	sacrificial	and	purifying	love.John	15:9-13Jesus	speaks	of	abiding	in	His	love,	which	parallels	the	banner	of	love	over	the	beloved.Revelation	19:9The	marriage	supper	of	the	Lamb	reflects	the	banquet	hall	as	a	place	of	divine	celebration	and	union.Page	26Sustain	me	with	raisins;	refresh	me	with	apples,	for	I
am	faint	with	love.Sustain	me	with	raisins;In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	raisins	were	considered	a	delicacy	and	a	source	of	nourishment.	They	were	often	used	in	festive	occasions	and	as	offerings.	The	request	for	raisins	here	symbolizes	a	desire	for	sustenance	and	strength,	reflecting	the	deep	emotional	and	physical	longing	of	the	speaker.	Raisins,	being
dried	grapes,	also	connect	to	the	imagery	of	vineyards	and	wine,	which	are	prevalent	throughout	the	Song	of	Solomon,	symbolizing	love	and	joy.	This	phrase	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	seeking	spiritual	sustenance	and	strength	from	God,	akin	to	how	believers	are	encouraged	to	seek	spiritual	nourishment	from	the	Word	and	the	Holy	Spirit.refresh	me
with	apples,Apples	in	the	ancient	world	were	associated	with	love	and	desire,	often	seen	as	an	aphrodisiac.	The	request	for	apples	signifies	a	longing	for	refreshment	and	rejuvenation,	both	physically	and	emotionally.	In	the	context	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	apples	may	symbolize	the	sweetness	and	delight	of	love.	This	imagery	can	also	be	connected	to	the
Garden	of	Eden,	where	fruit	represents	both	temptation	and	the	beauty	of	creation.	Spiritually,	this	can	be	seen	as	a	call	for	the	refreshing	presence	of	God,	akin	to	the	way	believers	seek	renewal	through	prayer	and	worship.for	I	am	faint	with	love.The	expression	of	being	"faint	with	love"	captures	the	overwhelming	and	consuming	nature	of	true	love.	It
reflects	the	intensity	and	passion	that	characterizes	the	relationship	between	the	lovers	in	the	Song	of	Solomon.	This	phrase	can	be	understood	as	a	depiction	of	the	soul's	deep	yearning	for	communion	with	God,	paralleling	the	believer's	desire	for	a	close	and	intimate	relationship	with	Christ.	The	imagery	of	faintness	suggests	a	vulnerability	and
dependency,	highlighting	the	need	for	divine	support	and	sustenance.	This	can	be	related	to	other	scriptural	themes	where	love	for	God	is	portrayed	as	the	greatest	commandment,	and	the	believer's	relationship	with	Christ	is	likened	to	a	bride	and	bridegroom.Persons	/	Places	/	Events1.	The	Shulammite	WomanThe	speaker	in	this	verse,	expressing	her	deep
longing	and	overwhelming	love.	She	is	a	central	figure	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	representing	the	bride.2.	SolomonTraditionally	considered	the	author	and	the	male	figure	in	the	Song	of	Solomon,	representing	the	bridegroom.3.	Raisins	and	ApplesSymbolic	elements	in	the	verse.	Raisins	and	apples	were	considered	delicacies	and	sources	of	nourishment	and
refreshment	in	ancient	Israel.4.	The	Banquet	HallThe	setting	of	the	surrounding	verses,	symbolizing	a	place	of	love	and	celebration.5.	LoveThe	central	theme	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	representing	both	human	romantic	love	and,	allegorically,	the	love	between	God	and	His	people.Teaching	PointsThe	Intensity	of	LoveThe	verse	highlights	the	overwhelming
nature	of	true	love,	which	can	leave	one	feeling	faint.	This	intensity	is	a	reminder	of	the	passionate	love	God	has	for	us.Spiritual	NourishmentJust	as	the	Shulammite	seeks	physical	sustenance,	we	are	called	to	seek	spiritual	nourishment	through	God's	Word	and	presence.Symbolism	of	FruitsRaisins	and	apples	symbolize	sustenance	and	delight.	In	our
spiritual	walk,	we	should	seek	what	truly	nourishes	our	soul	and	brings	joy.Dependence	on	GodThe	plea	for	strengthening	and	refreshing	reflects	our	need	to	depend	on	God	for	strength	and	renewal	in	our	spiritual	journey.Love	as	a	Reflection	of	Divine	RelationshipThe	love	depicted	in	Song	of	Solomon	serves	as	a	metaphor	for	the	divine	love	between
Christ	and	the	Church,	encouraging	us	to	reflect	this	love	in	our	relationships.Bible	Study	Questions1.	How	does	the	imagery	of	raisins	and	apples	in	Song	of	Solomon	2:5	enhance	our	understanding	of	love's	sustaining	power?2.	In	what	ways	can	we	seek	spiritual	nourishment	in	our	daily	lives,	similar	to	the	Shulammite's	request	for	physical	sustenance?3.
How	does	the	intensity	of	love	described	in	this	verse	reflect	the	nature	of	God's	love	for	us?4.	What	parallels	can	we	draw	between	the	love	relationship	in	Song	of	Solomon	and	the	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church	as	described	in	Ephesians	5?5.	How	can	we	apply	the	concept	of	being	"faint	with	love"	to	our	personal	relationship	with	God	and
others?Connections	to	Other	ScripturesPsalm	23The	imagery	of	being	refreshed	and	nourished	connects	to	the	shepherd's	care	in	Psalm	23,	where	God	provides	for	and	restores	the	soul.1	John	4:19The	theme	of	love	in	Song	of	Solomon	can	be	connected	to	the	New	Testament	teaching	that	we	love	because	God	first	loved	us.Ephesians	5:25-33The
relationship	between	the	bride	and	bridegroom	in	Song	of	Solomon	parallels	the	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	Church.An	AppleH.	Macmillan,	D.	D.Songs	2:5Faint	for	LoveS.	Conway	Songs	2:5-7


