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Stunning looks Markedly improved interior Fizzy 1.8-litre engineMandatory dual-clutch gearbox isn't up with class best Lack of locking diff option frustrating 4Control four-wheel steer still not perfectlt's becoming the norm to speak of a golden era for hot hatches. Fast, practical, huge fun and inexpensive to run; the class-leading contenders let you
have it all. Yet given how long this period has lasted, it might be better to consider brilliant hot hatches as merely par for the course in 2021. There simply isn't a dud in the line-up, from Fiesta ST through Toyota GR Yaris to Mercedes-AMG A45. Buyers are spoilt for choice - and the manufacturers have upped their game accordingly.It was into a
sector only marginally less competitive than 2021's that the third iteration of Renault Sport Megane arrived. The brief was tough - to keep the old guard of R.S. fans happy while bringing new buyers into the fold - but the form book spoke for itself: Renault Sport had been the standard bearers since the turn of the century.As it transpired, the old 280
and 300 Trophy (all models now have 300hp, and the manual option has gone) achieved as many hits as they did misses. There was a lot to like in isolation, the Megane being exciting and engaging in its own way, but the fact remained that it wasn't as fun to drive as its predecessor nor as nice to use every day as a Golf GTI. Of course it escaped no
one that the former was hard to achieve while pursuing the latter.Now, three years later, we have a facelift. And, more importantly than that, a Renault Sport facelift. Which, for whatever reason, often feel like more than the sum of their parts. A tinker of this and a tweak of that often seem to have significant influence - think Clio 197 to 200 and
Megane 225 to 230. Furthermore, the Megane tested here might just be the best option in the range: the Sport chassis with that now-compulsory EDC dual-clutch gearbox. Few will mourn the demise of the obdurate manual or the stiffness of a Trophy chassis, which can be wearing on the road. If the Megane is really going to be up with the class best
- the i30 N now has a DCT option as well, plus there's the Focus ST automatic - then it's most probably in this configuration.It's funny how quickly and substantially quality perceptions alter. Back in 2018 the Mk7 Golf GTI was still being lauded for the cohesion of its cabin, against which the old Megane R.S. could only offer an unresponsive
touchscreen, cheap ventilation controls and awkward integration of the manual gearbox. It was far from brilliant. How times have changed. Not only has the latest Golf seemingly dropped the ball as far as ease of use goes, Renault's new EasyLink system has moved the Megane's interior on leaps and bounds. Still a portrait layout and now with a 9.3-
inch display, it rights the wrongs of before: specifically, the screen responds promptly to every command, and maintains the consistent smartphone connection it couldn't manage before. With more vibrant displays and user friendly menus in addition, EasyLink is a big step forward for the Megane.That's not the only thing, either. Those scratchy,
unsatisfying controls for the air-con have been upgraded to weightier, higher-quality knurled dials, again a noticeable improvement and vastly preferable to the weird VW sliding scale. The R.S.-branded 'Multi-Sense' drive mode button - cycling through Comfort, Normal, Sport, Race and MySense - has been enlarged and repositioned from dash to
transmission tunnel. Again, it's another small point that improves usability - it's far easier for your left hand to reach now, and no longer means the hazards might be pressed by accident.Though Renault offers Recaro seats (and, it says, a 20mm lower driving position as a result) as an option on the Trophy, there's precious little cause for complaint in
the standard ones. They don't look as racy, sure, but are well-sited, decently supportive and plenty comfortable enough. Perhaps the driving position isn't beyond improvement - the pedals are a little offset, and more reach adjustment would benefit the taller driver - but it is extremely competitive in a way its predecessor was not.The Megane is unique
in its segment for using just 1.8-litres to make 300hp. Most rivals deploy 2.0-litre engines, and the Focus ST offers fully another half a litre of swept capacity from its 2.3-litre Ecoboost. For the Renault, a bore of 79.7mm and a stroke of 90.1mm means 1,798cc in total, with 300hp at 6,000rpm and 2951b ft at 4,000rpm - as per the previous model, and
competitive in its class. The closest rival on paper would be Hyundai's i30 N DCT, with 280hp and 2891b ft.Interestingly, given the hot hatch trend, the Megane only uses six gears for its dual-clutch automatic - all other rivals have seven, and the Hyundai goes with eight. The seven-speed as used in the Alpine A110 with the same engine isn't rated for
the additional torque. It makes the R.S. a tad busier on the motorway than might be expected, cruising at little less than 3,000rpm, and can't aid fuel economy either - the official combined is 33, which is the same as Honda's more powerful, manual-geared Civic Type R.Furthermore, although the six-speed auto is broadly speaking a decent gearbox -
and comes with nice shift paddles - it isn't without fault. In the sportier drive modes it's too keen to both hold a gear and kickdown, making what might just be a spirited drive feel a lot more frenetic than it needs to. It's prone to indecision, too, and can change at inopportune moments. There are fewer issues in normal conditions, so it's often
preferable to take manual control with the paddles for driving a bit quicker - their size and travel make them satisfying to use and the gearbox is responsive to fingertip requests. In the Sport and Race modes, kickdown and the automatic upchanges are disabled, too. It's another welcome touch for enthusiasts that isn't replicated everywhere.The
Megane's engine remains as likeable as ever, performance belying its relatively modest stature. While there isn't the ultimate zeal of something like the Civic's 2.0-litre unit, the R.S. is more than willing to rev; peak torque at higher engine speeds makes it a tad less accessible than some rivals, the flipside being a more thrilling, boostier nature. An
augmented induction gurgle isn't unpleasant, especially when complemented by a very vocal set of exhaust pipes. Many have tried (and most have failed) to get the right mixture of civility and silliness from hot hatch exhausts in recent years - none have done it better than Renault.In terms of raw performance, the numbers are again competitive: the
Megane will reach 62mph in less than six seconds, and reach beyond 160mph. There's never any desire for more, truth be told.In a world of increasing chassis configurability - optional dampers on an Octavia VRS bring 15 different settings - it's refreshing to see Renault Sport's confidence in a passive suspension set up. Buy a Sport and you get that
chassis; buy a Trophy and you get the Cup chassis - 10 per cent stiffer overall with tweaks to springs, dampers, anti-roll bars and bump stops. There's no chopping and changing. You'll get 19-inch wheels as standard, too; the Sport comes with 18s, though this test car had larger rims optioned on - as most buyers will. Now, a good passive chassis can
be great - superior even, if its compromise is neatly struck. Trouble is a bad one can be a pain in the... well, everywhere really. Which was the old Trophy's issue, really, and it would be a surprise to find it any different this time around - inspirational in the right surroundings and doubtless a boon on circuit, but pretty tough the rest of the time.For
road use, it's hard to argue against the Sport chassis. If not as supple as the good old days, but neither is the Megane punishing, it blends comfort and control really well. Even on the optional, larger wheels you'll not curse it on a motorway journey, nor bemoan its lack of composure on a B-road.In fact, the R.S. 300 Sport is, broadly speaking, a lot of
fun when the road goes from major to minor. The oft-criticised 4Control rear-wheel steer remains standard fitment and, though still not the most intuitive, the system does seem to work better in conjunction with the slightly more accommodating Sport chassis. It's still sharp off centre, albeit not quite as darty and unnerving as previous Trophys. It
helps no end that the rest of the car radiates poise - hydraulic bump stops really are handy on a craggy country lane - in the finest French tradition.What a shame, then, that so much of the hard work is almost undone by the lack of a locking differential. No doubt the Megane was more exposed than usual in miserable January conditions, but to offer a
300hp, front-wheel drive car of any kind with only an open diff (the Trophy's Torsen isn't available on the Sport) seems like madness. Where rivals would dig in and redeploy torque somewhere useful, the Sport pushes wide with one tyre messily spinning up. The Perfohub front suspension, chunky 245-section Bridgestones (on the 19-inch wheel,
otherwise 235) and well sorted traction control do a good job, with far better purchase than might be expected - but ultimately they're fighting a losing battle. Which means at those points where the Megane looks set to go from very good to even better, the hardware (or lack thereof) lets the side down.For those eyeing up the Megane as a Golf GTI
alternative, perhaps a traction deficit at the handling limit isn't the end of the world. On the other hand, a limited-slip differential could be on the options list for keen drivers that would make precious little difference in everyday driving - certainly not in a way that stiffer suspension or a louder exhaust might - while unlocking the best from the chassis.
There's little to complain about in the braking department, with 355mm discs up front, and 290mm behind, the former being clamped by Brembo calipers. In that typical Renault Sport fashion, the initial pedal feel is a little soft, but there's decent feel and performance once into the meat of the travel.The current crop of hot hatches is hard enough to
separate on the road - and it's much the same on paper. The new Megane 300 range begins at £32,995, which will likely lead some to throw up their hands. But consider this: the first Trophy launched in 2005 at £20k - allowing for inflation that's £30,500 today. So not a world apart. As for finance, Renault's current offer requires a £6k customer
deposit for a £2,000 dealer contribution, and 48 monthly payments of £309 at 6.9% APR. That's with a 6,000-mile annual limit, though.This particular Megane R.S. 300 Sport was £36,055 with extras like the Flame Red paint, 19-inch wheel upgrade, Alcantara upholstery and heated seats. For reference, the last Golf GTI we tested was optioned to
£38,694, and the Civic £37,160. Beyond a panoramic sunroof, there isn't anything more to add to the Renault. Smartphone mirroring with the big screen, a 10-inch TFT driver display, BOSE stereo, LED lights, reversing camera and a suite of active safety technology is all standard. That the latter never saw fit to intervene speaks to how well it's
integrated.The older design of dual-clutch means the Megane might be a little more expensive to run than some rivals. A less powerful Golf GTI is officially 5mpg and 25g/km better off, and a Focus ST automatic is said to be capable of 40mpg. Furthermore, as the Megane nudges over 190g/km - depending on wheel size it's 191 or 192g/km - it's
bumped up a band on new car tax: sub-190g/km would have meant £870, but one gram over means £1,305. Ouch.By and large, this latest Renault Sport Megane update achieves what you'd like every facelift to do: address weaknesses while leaving what was good untouched. So it's still the best looking car in the class, plenty fast enough and
apparently built in a way that will dispel all your old French quality myths. In addition, a markedly improved interior makes it more appealing both in the showroom and in day-to-day use - to look at and to sit in, the Megane does feel-good as well (if not better than) anything else in its class. You'd be very happy to see this parked on your drive, and
that counts for a lot. A Civic Type R might not sit so well in suburbia.Your priorities will ultimately dictate where the Megane lands in the final pecking order. Those after the best hot hatch to drive are still better served by the Honda, which is more capable overall and just as engaging in its own way. It shouldn't be forgotten, either, that the rear seats
and boot are also more accommodating. Those coveting the most fun in a hot hatch should wait until the latest Hyundai i30 N arrives, too; experience of the prototype suggests its dual-clutch is superior to the Renault's if you must have an auto.Nevertheless, this latest R.S. 300 remains a deeply impressive and - perhaps just as importantly -
exceptionally likeable car. It's a richer, more rewarding experience than anything currently built on the MQB platform, a nicer place to sit than a Focus ST and a real pleasure to drive briskly. This feels like the most successful iteration of the Megane IV R.S. formula yet, with great usability evident alongside an appreciable Renault Sport edge, and
deserves wider recognition as a result. It comes highly recommended. But would be even more so with a limited-slip diff.Engine: 1,798cc 4-cyl, turboTransmission: 7-speed dual-clutch auto, front-wheel drivePower (hp): 300@6,000rpmTorque (1b ft): 295@2,400rpm0-62mph: 5.7 secondsTop speed: 162mphWeight: 1,447kg (‘kerbweight without
options')MPG: 33.6 (WLTP)CO2: 191g/km (WLTP)Price: £32,995 (as standard; price as tested £36,055 comprised of Flame Red paint for £660, 19-inch alloy wheels for £800, Alcantara upholstery with red stitching for £1,000, R.S. Alcantara full grain leather steering wheel for £250, Heated front seats for £350 (wheel and seats compulsory with
Alcantara upgrade)lmage credit | Harry Rudd Powered by a 280PS + 390Nm turbocharged 1.8 engine opened for orders at a starting price of £27,495. Has choice of standard 6-speed manual or EDC ttransmission, 4Control 4 wheel steer and optional Cup chassis, normally a £1500 upgrade but offered FoC with May 2018 orders. First customer
deliveries July 2018. The 2018 Megane RS gets 4Control - Renault’s four-wheel steer system, re-engineered by Renault Sport for optimum performance. At speeds over 37mph (or 62mph in Race mode), the front and rear wheels turn in the same direction for increased stability. At speeds of less than 37mph (or at 62mph in Race mode), the front and
rear wheels turn in the opposite direction to give increased agility, particularly through tight corners. 4Control helps drivers to position the car on the right line through corners in order to accelerate as quickly and as efficiently as possible. Two chassis are available giving the option of either a Sport or Cup chassis. The Sport chassis is for drivers who
like a sporty, but still refined, drive. The Cup chassis has revised springs, dampers, anti-roll bars and bump stops and is 10 per cent stiffer. Its front and rear hydraulic compression stops provide a high level of chassis efficiency and its new Torsen mechanical limited slip differential provides different lock-up values under acceleration and deceleration
for enhanced traction and higher cornering speeds. Brembo bi-material brakes are available as an option with the Cup chassis. These aluminium/cast iron discs help reduce the weight per wheel by 1.8kg. Previously used on the Mégane III R.S., the Brembo braking system has been improved, offering drivers greater power, endurance and therefore
confidence behind the wheel. The diameter of the front brake discs has been increased to 355mm. The brake pedal setting focuses on the accuracy of the pressure applied, enabling drivers to remain in complete control, especially on the track. A six-speed EDC automatic transmission in place of the 6-speed manual is optional. The EDC has been
considerably updated to withstand the 390Nm torque and was given new gear ratios and specific shift patterns. Comfort and Normal provide smooth gear changes for everyday driving around town. Sport provides quicker gear changes and an amplified engine noise. Race provides the quickest and most efficient gear changes with no compromise on
comfort The EDC transmission also has Multi-Change Down and Launch Control. Multi-Change Down drops several gears under braking by pressing and holding the left paddle. The best gear is then selected to exit the corner as efficiently as possible. Launch Control is available in Sport and Race modes when the clutch and turbo are preloaded,
enabling an optimum standing start. When in Sport mode, Traction Control provides the driver with additional support. The exterior styling of the 2018 Megane RS includes Gun Metal Grey F1-style blade and honeycomb front grille and rear bumper with functioning diffuser and central exhaust. A rear spoiler increases the sporting stance of the car.
Standout R.S. Vision full LED lighting system in the style of a chequered flag. The Megane RS has Gun Metal Grey ‘Estoril’ 18-inch alloy wheels with 225/40 R18 92V tyres. Standard technology such as rear parking sensors, Multi-Sense driving modes, seven-inch touchscreen with European mapping, dual-zone climate control, cruise control, handsfree
keycard with automatic locking and welcome function, heated electric door mirrors, Hill Start Assist, ESC and ABS make All-New Mégane R.S. easy to live with on an everyday basis. Other comforts and technologies such as an opening sunroof, 8.7-inch portrait touchscreen, alcantara seats and 8-speaker BOSE sound system, handsfree parking, rear
parking camera, blind spot warning, adaptive cruise control, distance warning and automatic emergency braking are available as optional extras. Version Power (hp @ rpm) Torque (Nm @ rpm) 0-62mph (sec) Top speed (mph) Megane RS 280 280 @ 6,000 390 @ 2400-4800 5.8 158 Megane RS 280 EDC 280 @ 6,000 390 @ 2400-4800 5.8 155 Version
CO 2 (g/km) MPG (NEDC combined) BIK VED (Yr. 1) Price (OTR) Megane RS 280 161 39.7 32% £515 £27,495 Megane RS 280 EDC 155 40.9 32% £515 £29,195 Powered by a brand-new version of the 1.8-litre turbo engine, delivering increased power output of 300PS and torque of 420Nm. This can be combined with a six-speed manual or six-speed
EDC (Efficient dual-clutch) gearbox. Together with the new power unit, a host of additional performance-focused features differentiate the Renault Megane RS Trophy from the standard Megane RS. Based on the Cup chassis, which boasts stiffer suspension and a Torsen mechanical limited slip differential, the Renault Megane RS Trophy is further
enhanced with bi-material front brake discs, specific 19-inch ‘Jerez’ alloy wheels and high performance Bridgestone tyres, which can be paired with new, exclusive lighter wheels that reduce total unsprung weight by 8kg. For increased support, and also exclusive to the New Megane RS Trophy are optional new Recaro front seats, covered with
Alcantara upholstery and positioned 20mm lower for a greater driver experience. Available in the iconic Liquid Yellow that is synonymous with Trophy models, the New Mégane RS Trophy is further identified with Trophy stripes added to its F1-style front spoiler. The most powerful RS ever benefits from the advanced technology and Renault Sport
innovations that already exist in the Mégane RS, including the 4CONTROL four-wheel steering system and four hydraulic bump stop shock absorbers. Renault’s New Megane RS 300 Trophy is now on sale with deliveries starting from February 2019. Pricing starts at £31,810 for the six-speed manual gearbox model. Equipped with the six-speed
automatic EDC (efficient dual-clutch) gearbox, the new Megane RS 300 Trophy is £33,510. With a 130kg saving over the standard Megane R.S. Trophy, the Trophy-R features a powerful 300PS turbocharged 1.8-litre petrol engine and has set the production car lap record at the Nurburgring test track. Further upgrades include a Torsen limited slip
differential, optional carbon ceramic front brakes and a lightweight titanium Akrapovi¢ exhaust. Limited to just 500 examples with 30 right-hand-drive models coming to the UK, prices will be announced when orders open in August. Starts at £51,040 for the standard Megane R.S. Trophy-R, identified by its mother-of-pearl paint finish with red
highlights as well as carbon composite bonnet, carbon rear diffuser and Fuji Light 19’ alloy wheels wrapped in Bridgestone Potenza S007 tyres developed specifically for Renault Sport. Inside is a stripped-out interior that features a pair of composite Sabelt one-piece seats, an Alcantara covered steering wheel and 7-inch R-LINK 2 infotainment
complete with R.S. Monitor, which allows in-depth access to performance data and telemetry. The removal of the rear seats means the addition of a special luggage retention net that’s secured to the strengthening strut between the rear suspension towers. Under the skin is a totally bespoke suspension system featuring revised geometry and Ohlins
adjustable dampers, bi-material front brakes and an Akrapovic titanium exhaust. The £63,140 Carbon Wheel pack vehicle adds four Carbon Revolution 19-inch wheels in addition to the standard Fuji Light rims. These save an extra 2kg per wheel in unsprung mass. Secured in tailored storage bags and stored in a special cradle behind the front seats,
these wheels have been designed to unlock even greater on track potential. For the ultimate Mégane R.S. Trophy-R experience, the £72,140 Nirburgring Record Pack version brings the car up to the same specification as that driven by Renault Sport test driver Laurent Hurgon on his record-breaking laps. In addition to the carbon wheels, customers
also get a carbon ceramic front braking system - another first in this class. Featuring larger 390mm discs and gold finished Brembo calipers this set-up provides unrivalled stopping power. On top of this, there’s the dynamic air intake, which replaces the R.S. Vision 4 lighting in the lower bumper. Not only does this unit save 2kg in weight, it provides
both better cooling and breathing for the engine. All versions of the Mégane R.S. Trophy-R can additionally be specified with several R.S. Performance upgrades, including a lightweight lithium-ion battery that saves 4.5kg, six-point harnesses for the Sabelt seats and an accessory ducting pipe for the dynamic air intake that feeds straight into the
engine’s intake system. Five year 100,000 mile factory warranty announced on all new Renaults The warranty applies to all new Renault cars registered from 18th December 2019 both retail and fleet cars and features an unlimited mileage limit during the first two years and up to 100,000 miles up to 5 years old. I shouldn’t have been surprised that
the Megane RS 280 didn’t quite do it for me when I drove it for the first time last year. After all, Renault Sport’s latest hot C-segment player merely continues a trend set by its predecessors.Early 225s weren’t quite right, but Renault tweaked the formula and gave us a belter of a hot hatch, which eventually led to the R26.R, probably the best car it’s
ever made. When looking at the next generation onwards, you could argue true legendary status wasn’t achieved until the 275 Trophy came along, later refined into the Nurburgring-slaying Trophy R.The latest ‘280’ RS is best viewed as a solid starting point that doesn’t quite reflect what we know Renault’s Dieppe-based wizards are able to achieve
when they really cut loose. Already, though, there’s a Trophy version, so is this the one to have? Is this the final form? On the basis of what’s been changed here alone, you’d be forgiven for being doubtful. The adjustments amount to a small increase in power - with the 1.8-litre inline-four turbo now making 296bhp - a louder exhaust, grooved bi-
material brake discs that have better heat management properties, fancier wheels and a lightweight battery that sheds 8kg.There are also new options in the form of some Alcantara-clad Recaro bucket seats and lightweight 19-inch wheels wrapped in stickier Bridgestone Potenza 007s. Unlike the old Trophy, you won’t find Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2s
on the menu - Renault says many 275 Trophy customers found the semi-slicks just a little too extreme. As for the suspension, it’s no different to a 280 with the optional Cup setup. The difference between it and the standard ‘Sport’ chassis is bigger than ever before, with the shocks stiffened by 25 per cent, the springs by 30 and the anti-roll bars by
10.1t certainly sounds like it’s going to be more of the same. But, thankfully, that’s not the case. All those tweaks have a transformative effect on the RS, turning it into the car I was hoping for the first time around.The powertrain side is a big part of it. The figures may not be all that different, but there’s now enough poke for the 1.8 to feel like it’s
actually taxing the Megane’s chassis. The inline-four is more eager and responsive, too - to compensate for the bigger compressor wheel, Renault Sport switched to a ball bearing turbo setup, the first time it’s ever done so. Where the 280’s exhaust note underwhelmed, there’s a much moodier growl to the Trophy when you hoof it. Change gear, lift,
off, do pretty much anything, and a series of pops, crackles and bangs will explode out of the centre-exit exhaust.Factor in the uncompromisingly firm Cup chassis, the absurdly quick steering, the torque steer and the often grabby Torsen differential, and you have a driving experience that’s best referred to as ‘frenzied’, or perhaps even ‘rabid’.
There’s no relaxing when driving this car, and that’s quite refreshing. The Trophy ticks that oh-so-important hot hatch box - it feels like it has just a little too much power. But that’s not to say it isn’t capable. The ride may be at times painfully stiff, but somehow, you aren’t left skipping and bouncing around nervously. Body roll is barely there, and if
nail it far earlier than you should during a corner, the 245-section front tyres will dig in, cling on, and hurl you out the other side.This is no longer a special thing - we’ve become accustomed to this sensation in modern hot hatches with limited-slip differentials and comedic power levels, but the Megane RS has a little trick up its sleeve that makes it
feel anything but ordinary in particularly technical corners: rear-wheel steer. If you're under 37mph, the rear wheels will steer in the opposite direction to the fronts, making the RS all pointy and agile. Go above that, and they’ll turn the same way, increasing stability.And you can often feel a little nudge from the rear as the car rotates ever so slightly.
It’s an odd sensation, but one you grow to like. Would I trade it for the more natural rear-axle playfulness of the old RS, though? Probably. Missing that wiggly backside isn’t the only thing that puts me off the Trophy, however. Like the standard RS, the interior isn’t the nicest, and the infotainment system is clunky enough to make many swears
happen. There’s a pleasant meatiness to the gear shift, but it’s quite notchy in the middle. And, once again, we do have to bring up the ride.It’s commendable that Renault Sport has stuck to its guns and given all types of Megane RS passive dampers. A conversation about adaptive systems was had during development, but as RS engineer Fabien
Berthomieu maintained at the UK handover event, such a setup is inherently compromised, since you’'re only changing one aspect of the suspension - the shock absorbers may be getting stiffer, but nowt else. That I get, and I do like the idea of nailing your colours to the mast when you’re on the configurator, deciding what kind of hot hatch driver you
are. But the reality is you have to accept a big decrease in day-to-day comfort if you want the more rewarding driver’s car.If that’s something you’'re happy to do, the Trophy become a bit of a no-brainer. Spec a £27,835 280 with a Cup chassis, bigger wheels, the fancy brakes and all the other trinkets the Trophy has included, and you’ll end up with
something that costs more than the £31,835 RS 300, but without the extra power, the ball bearing turbo and the noisier exhaust. But that’s not why I like it. I like it because the Trophy proves is that the 280 was actually much closer to hot hatch greatness than was previously apparent. It just needed a little nudge over the line, with all those little
changes adding up to a surprisingly different car to drive.Is it the hot hatch to have? Perhaps not - there are some much more well-rounded rivals out there right now that are as capable but easier to live with. But for pure excitement and involvement, the Trophy is up there. If Renault Sport turns this into an R, it’s going to be mesmerising. The
Renault Megane RS has become one of the most iconic hot hatches of this generation. Very few could rival it on the same playing field. A while back, we had a go in the hotter of the hot hatches - the Megane R.S. Trophy, in all its pure, raw, visceral driving pleasure. This time, though, we have the keys to a more toned-down, sensible, and liveable -
but no less exciting - Megane R.S. 300. As all its rivals are slowly turning into crossovers, the Megane is among the few that remain. It’s of course going up against some really tough competition still, with the likes of the Golf GTI and Civic Type R in its sights. So, has the redesigned and retuned Megane R.S. been defanged, or is it just as fun of a car
to drive? For starters, its looks have changed, with fewer look-at-me bits and pieces. What Is The Renault Megane R.S. 300 About? Compared to its predecessors, the new Megane R.S. 300 is more subtle and nuanced, but with no less aggression if you know where to look. The tiny yellow RS badges stick out in this Flame Red paint, and there’s also
that large rear diffuser. The 19-inch diamond-cut wheels on this look rather cool, too. As are the extended wheel arches, rear spoiler, and winglets or splitters here and there. This does make it a better daily commuter, and you won’t have to explain to people that no, this isn’t a race car. Although, perhaps that’s what you wanted out of an RS-badged
Renault? There are fewer design cues to distinguish this from a more ordinary Megane. Overall, and to my eyes, this new Megane R.S. is penned beautifully. It’s the sort of styling that’ll age like fine wine over time. How Does It Drive? If the looks don’t get you excited, then wait until you get behind the wheel of the Megane R.S. 300. Down below, you
have a 1.8-litre, four-cylinder, turbocharged engine. On its own, it can produce 300hp (if the name hasn’t yet zeroed you in yet), and 420Nm of torque. As for that aforementioned torque, you get 20Nm more if you opt for this 6-speed automatic instead of a manual. The Megane R.S. 300 can sprint from 0 to 60mph in just 5.7 seconds before it tops out
at 158mph. On paper then, it’s not the fastest thing in the world. But to drive, it’s incredibly intuitive as a car to get going very fast, really quickly, and without much effort. It takes little to no time for you to get to grips with how it feels on the road. The six-speed auto shifts hastily and smoothly, as well. We can likely attribute a lot of its performance
to Renault’s extensive involvement in racing, and that heritage is palpable. The suspension dampening is spot on, the sporty chassis is rigid with four hydraulic compressions stops all-round. There are five driving modes to play around with, but as it is passively set, it’s fantastic. Renault’s party trick has to be its 4CONTROL four-wheel steering. You
can enter into corners faster and with confidence that the traction will be there to keep you in line. Plus, there’s more stability for high-speed runs. This is then combined with a seemingly magical front-diff on the Megane R.S. 300. You can stamp the throttle 100% mid-corner, as the car figures out a way to manage all that power without overloading
and upsetting the steering, not one bit. What Is It Like Inside? It gets better when you take a step inside, as well. The new Megane has a redesigned cabin, and they’ve really upped their game. Not too long ago, Renaults had comparatively poor interiors... Plasticky, cheap, old, and the electronics are more akin to a Game Boy than a PS5. It’s nowhere
near as good as the one you’d get in a comparable VW, but this is no longer the case. You get a massive 9.3-inch infotainment screen in the middle, with a crispy-clear display. Right in front of you, there’s an even bigger 10-inch TFT digital instrument cluster. Option your Megane right, and you could have some extra performance data shown through
the system. Elsewhere, this Megane R.S. 300 is less hardcore and more people-friendly, with loads of room inside for people and bags. The Experience We’ll give a few extra brownie points to Renault for their attention to detail. To start, they’re still sticking with fixed, big-boy shifter paddles stuck onto the column, instead of tiny plastic flaps on the
back of the wheel. It's a matter of preference, for sure, it feels so much nicer to use, as it adds a hint of exoticism with every gear change. Tactile, clicky, and they always sit where you left them. The touchpoints, where it matters most from a driver’s point of view, are very good. It’s evident as Renault’s gone as far as sticking aluminium pedals and a
footrest on the Megane R.S. 300. Moving onto the rest of the driving experience, it sounds quite good, too. There’s a bit of burble and rasp from the four-pot as you're hammering it along. Renault Megane R.S. 300 Cost The price is where it gets a bit tricky with the Megane R.S. 300. It has a starting OTR sticker price of £33,585. As tested, ours is at
least £36,735. We had a few options, such as a steep £1,000 for some Alcantara upholstery with red stitching. Those lovely diamond cut wheels are another £800, while this beautiful metallic red paintwork that glows in the sun sets us back £750. We had optional heated front seats for £350, and an RS-badged Alcantara steering wheel for £250.
There’s a 5-year warranty - 100,000 miles; whichever comes first - which is welcomed to ease the uncertainties of car ownership. This is perhaps the biggest problem with the Megane R.S. 300, as this price tag puts it in line with other magnificent cars, like the Golf GTI and Civic Type R. Verdict The Renault Megane R.S. 300 is a great car. As we
walked away from it, we thought “Hmm, I would like to have one of these”. But then we realise that it’s a lot of cash for the whole package. The Golf and Civic are honed to absolute perfection, while the Megane does have more than just a couple of compromises. It thus becomes a bit of a harder sell and justify, given the other two’s credentials. That
said, the Megane here has plenty of USPs beyond the slightly quirky and elegant French-ness. The dynamics and performance may not melt your brain, but it’s a threshold that’s easier to reach. Wrangling it through every corner inspires more and more confidence, like the chassis, suspension, diff, and its four-wheel steer keeps you steady. All of this,
and it’s a nice car to live with day-to-day. Renault Megane R.S. 300 Specs Price: £36,735 (As Tested) Engine: 1.8-Litre, Four-Cylinder, Turbocharged Power: 300hp Torque: 420Nm Transmission: 6-Speed Auto 0-62mph: 5.7 seconds Top speed: 158mph Weight: 1,443kg Economy combined: 34mpg CO2: 187g/km The Renault Megane RS 300 Trophy is
not without its faults, but as a package it delivers one of the most entertaining hot hatch experiences around. Your passengers might not agree, but just tell them to bring a cushion. Mileage: 9,491Economy: 29.8mpg After six months and almost 10,000 miles, it’s time to hand back the keys to the Renault Mégane R.S. 300 Trophy. And what better way
to bid farewell than a family reunion? But more on that later. Advertisement - Article continues belowOur fleet car was one that has really divided opinion: wonderful to drive, woeful to be driven in. The quality of the ride (or lack of it) in the Mégane Renaultsport was a topic that failed to subside since the car arrived. ¢ Best hot hatchbacks to buy
2020 I was one of the first to raise the point after an arduous 400-mile round trip to Chester within days of taking delivery. Numerous similar journeys since, and I can still say with confidence that it’s not a car designed to tackle long motorway slogs. Nor is it any more at home grinding its way through bustling city centres. The ride can be bruising at
times - particularly for passengers. But on the right day, on the right road, there are few hot hatches that will delight and surprise you as much as the Mégane. It’s a theme that has been a part of this model’s make-up for decades. The other cars you see here, the Mégane R26.R from 2008 and the 275 Trophy-R from 2014, are two of the finest. Each
isthe hardcore, track-focused version of its respective generation, but both can demonstrate, along with the latest Mégane Trophy, how a fabulous hot hatch can be created from different approaches. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowView TiguanView EQAView E-PACEView Aygo XThe R26.R,
although only 12 years old, feels old-school and analogue. It’s light and nimble, with a notchy gearshift and raspy exhaust note. The 2.0-litre engine churns out a respectable 228bhp, but it doesn’t feel as quick as its younger siblings here. Instead, it’s the beautifully balanced chassis that never leaves you wanting more. By comparison, the 275 Trophy-
R feels like it could compete with the current crop of hot hatchbacks. It’s a simply fabulous performance car and one that raised the bar for whatever was to follow. It was unlikely that the Mégane R.S. Trophy would disappoint, given Renault’s rich history, but it was a car that I took some time to adjust to. I didn’t jump in and gel with it immediately.
The reason? There’s so much going on in the Mégane that it takes a while to get your head around it all. The rear-wheel steering (or 4Control, as Renault calls it) is both a blessing and a curse; it makes parking a doddle, but when driving with a bit of enthusiasm it can feel quite alarming and unpredictable. Once you learn to trust how the system
behaves, you can really exploit the Mégane’s insatiable appetite for corners. It ultimately helps to make the Mégane a more engaging and rewarding car to drive quickly; you have to think about how much throttle to apply, how hard to turn in and when to brake, all to keep the car balanced and under control. Few cars demand that level of
involvement and concentration, so when you get it right, it’s an immensely satisfying experience. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowlIt’s the reason why I found myself actively taking detours on the way to and from my hometown of Newcastle, usually via the North Pennines, to drive the Mégane
on the roads where it belongs. Doing so also made the remaining 200 miles of the M1 left to tackle more bearable. Of course, the Mégane wasn’t without its niggles; if we’re being kind, you could call the six-speed manual gearbox a bit clunky, but if we’re honest, it wouldn’t feel out of place in a van. It’s comfortably the car’s weakest link. Smaller
niggles include the infotainment system; even after six months, I'm still unable to navigate the labyrinth of menus and sub-menus. Instead, I found myself using it to connect my smartphone and fire up Apple CarPlay every single time I got in the car. Another regular annoyance was a surprising one: the cup-holders. They have a very simple job to do,
but whoever designed the ones in the Mégane failed miserably. They are too small to hold 95 per cent of the bottles or cups I tried; and when I managed to find one that did fit, if it was too tall it would prevent me from being able to change gear properly. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues
belowNevertheless, none of those things would stop me from recommending a Mégane R.S. to a potential buyer, not even the ride. This car’s primary aim is to be entertaining and rewarding to drive, which is exactly what a hot hatch should be. We decide if the Trophy is worth the extra it costs over the regular Renault Megane RS Mileage:
4,447Economy: 31.9mpg The Renault Mégane R.S. has been through its fair share of tests here at Auto Express. It’s fought it out with the Hyundai i30 N and Honda Civic Type R, while my Trophy model went head-to-head with the Japanese car in the ultimate hot-hatch showdown. It may have ultimately come up just short against the Type R, but the
Mégane R.S. still displayed enough class to cement itself as one of the current greats. Now that I've been running a flagship Trophy model for three months, I began to wonder how much of a gap the makeover puts between my car and the rest of the Mégane R.S. range. To find out I decided to compare it to the cheapest Mégane R.S. you can buy. On
paper there’s a chunky price difference when you compare the two without any options: £4,000 in total, with the standard R.S. coming in at £27,835. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowYet, aside from the Trophy’s larger 19-inch alloys and the obvious colour difference - its bright yellow
paintwork is a £1,300 option - there’s almost nothing between the two cars visually. But the basic R.S. does look a little more understated and in all honesty I find that more appealing - especially taking into account the lower cost. The red metallic paint on the car above is only a £650 option. Inside, too, you can look as long and as hard as you like,
but you won't find much of your extra £4,000 being put to use in the cabin; the dashboards are the same. Instead almost all of the extra cash has been invested in the greasy bits underneath the skin. That’s excellent if you're the type of person who’s solely interested in having the most sophisticated hot hatch around, but I suspect there may be some
customers who just want the pricier model so they can shout about having the top-of-the-range car. Regardless, at any speed, on any road surface and through every corner you can feel and hear exactly where your extra cash is being put to use in the Trophy. Driving the two cars back-to-back around London, it’s immediately obvious how much firmer
the Trophy is; the larger wheels and stiffer suspension set-up give the ride a really firm edge. By comparison the regular car feels quite supple and forgiving. Beyond the confines of the M25 and on faster back-roads the Trophy’s extra polish makes itself more apparent. I found it was keener to turn in, more planted at speed and can carry greater
speed through corners more comfortably. I'm yet to get the Trophy onto a track, but if it can transfer its on-road ability there - and it’s a former Nirburgring lap record-holder, so I suspect it can - it’s bound to further justify its price. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowWhile mechanically the
Trophy hasn’t put a foot wrong there are a few niggles that are beginning to irk me. Every time the car is switched on or off you're greeted or waved away with an irritating jingle, which sounds like a roaring lion. I have no idea why, or what the relevance is, but it’'s becoming annoying; I've been told there is a way of turning it off but I haven’t yet
discovered how. ¢ Best performance cars to buy 2019 The second gripe quickly follows; the Trophy always defaults to Comfort mode every time you start it up, regardless of what setting it was in previously. As far as I'm concerned, the Trophy is at its most exciting and entertaining in Sport mode, which is why I drive pretty much everywhere in it.
So why can't it just stay in that mode until I decide that I want to change it? To anyone, £4,000 is a lot of cash, but on a monthly PCP deal stepping up from the regular R.S. to the Trophy will only set you back around £50 extra per month. That makes it easier to swallow and the upgrades are strong value for money - which means that it’s definitely
the model I'd go for. But whether I'd have one over a Honda Civic Type R is another matter altogether... There’s nothing mellow about our bright yellow Renault Megane RS 300 Trophy Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowMileage: 738Economy: 33.8mpg When Renault launches a new hot hatch
people tend to take notice, especially if it’s painted bright yellow, like our new fleet car. The firm has a record for developing fast, affordable and entertaining performance cars, so to see if that still holds true, amid an influx of new rivals from Honda and Hyundai, I've just been handed the keys to the very latest one: the Mégane R.S. The car we'll be
running over the next six months is the range-topping Mégane R.S. 300 Trophy, which is the latest model and only reached dealers in April. At almost £32,000, it’s not the cheapest hot hatch on the market, especially if you consider the entry-level RenaultSport Mégane costs £27,835. Where does your extra money go? The Trophy brings performance
upgrades such as the stiffened Cup chassis (usually a £1,500 option), reworked suspension with firmer springs and dampers, plus a limited-slip differential. Other kit includes a set of unique 19-inch alloys, a sports exhaust, beefier brakes and a leather and Alcantara steering wheel. It brings a modest 20bhp power upgrade from the 1.8-litre four-
cylinder turbo petrol, which increases total output to 296bhp and 400Nm of torque. That’s all pretty standard hot hatch fare; there’s nothing in that list that you won't find on any other competitor. But Renault’s engineers have set to work on the car’s steering and suspension set-up. The Mégane R.S. - whether you go for the entry model or top-spec
Trophy - is the only car in its segment to have hydraulic compression stops and rear-wheel steering. The hydraulic system is like something you’d find in a rally car, where a secondary piston within the shock absorber helps to stop vibrations and rebound when driving over rough roads. The rear-wheel steering set-up - Renault calls it 4Control - is a
system more common on high-end luxury cars such as the Bentley Bentayga or Audi A8. Its purpose is to help decrease a car’s turning circle at low speed and increase stability at higher speed. On the Mégane it’s been applied purely to improve the car’s agility and make it feel as nimble as possible. But given that tech is fitted to a standard Mégane
R.S., do you need to spend almost £32,000 on the Trophy? That’s something we’ll discover in the coming months. Advertisement - Article continues belowSkip advertAdvertisement - Article continues belowSo what are my first impressions? Well, it certainly feels unlike any other hot hatch on sale. The rear-wheel steering system gives it a unique
character of its own, and combined with very direct steering, it makes the car seem alert and eager. That’s great when you can slalom down a B-road, but in congested west London it can get a little tiresome. Still, the Alcantara-trimmed Recaro seats look great, but they are a £1,500 option. The infotainment is pretty simple to use once you’ve
acclimatised to the various sub-menus, and Apple CarPlay and Android Auto apps come as standard if you want to bypass Renault’s system. * Best cheap hot hatchbacks In town you also notice the ride is a little on the firm side. The hydraulic damping system is excellent and does a good job of taking the edge off sharp road imperfections, but there’s
no hiding the car’s firm set-up. The faster you go, on a motorway for example, the better it gets, so on a fast but bumpy road, the ride is less of an issue than in town. Other small gripes include the cup-holders, which inhibit gearchanges if you use them, while people in the back have complained about a lack of foot space. It may sound like I'm
nitpicking, but a hot hatch has to deliver practicality and utility well enough for it to be used everyday, along with adding a great big dollop of performance, something I'll be exploring during my time with the car. *Insurance quote from AA (0800 107 0680) for a 42-year-old in Banbury, Oxon, with three points. New Volvo EM90 2025 review: the
ultimate SUV killerNew Volvo EM90 2025 review: the ultimate SUV killerVolvo has made an ultra-luxurious van. Intrigued? You should be, but sadly it’s for China onlySmart Roadster could return as an electric Mazda MX-5 rivalSmart Roadster could return as an electric Mazda MX-5 rivalThe Smart Roadster could be set for a comeback and our
exclusive image previews how it could lookNew Audi Q3 reinvents the indicator stalk, but there’s a whole lot more tooNew Audi Q3 reinvents the indicator stalk, but there’s a whole lot more tooAudi’s not taking any risks with its all-new Q3; watch it sell like crazy If, on the other hand, you want a car that’s practical and civilised enough to cope with
any journey, while still always feeling sporty, and which looks special enough to catch the eye without screaming 'boy racer', then I'd urge you to take a Megane RS for a test drive.l went for the Trophy edition, which benefits from a 20bhp power hike over lesser variants (taking the total up to 296bhp), along with sharper accelerator responses and a
freer-breathing exhaust that provides a fruitier soundtrack. But crucially, it’s no stripped-out road racer; standard equipment includes sat-nav, a DAB radio, dual-zone climate control and cruise control.Then there’s the feature that’s perhaps most crucial of all to the character of the Megane RS: a system Renault calls 4Control. This turns the rear
wheels in the opposite direction to the fronts at speeds of up to 62mph, resulting in an incredibly tight turning circle (ideal for tight urban streets) and greatly improved agility when the road opens up.The eagerness with which the car dives into turns is staggering - particularly in the sort of hairpin bends that front-wheel-drive hot hatches tend to
struggle with. And because the front tyres aren’t struggling to maintain their purchase on the road, you can get back on the power that much earlier.However, 4Control also helps out on fast, sweeping bends and during motorway lane changes, because in these situations it steers the rear wheels in the same direction as the fronts, making the Megane
feel super-planted and stable right when you need it to be.What’s less appealing on the motorway is the fact that you can always hear the engine, due to the fact that it's revving quite hard, even in sixth gear. This also has an impact on fuel economy, with mid-20s all I managed on such trips. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium
or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so
in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict
others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights
such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Want to give your brand videos a cinematic edge? Join our visual experts and special guests for an info-packed hour of insights to elevate your next video project. Tune in on June 24 at 11am ET.Register NowHow can financial brands set themselves apart through visual
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2magazine The hot hatchback class might be deep under threat from increasingly tough emissions regulations and tax laws in Renault’s native France, but there are still lingering remnants from the once great French hot hatchback empire in today’s market. RenaultSport’s Megane, the last model before its transformation into Alpine, has been
refreshed and restructured in 2021, reducing the range to just the top-tier Trophy and the entry-level Megane RS 300 we’re driving here. Advertisement - Article continues belowBoth share the same powertrain, but feature a different chassis tune, in a similar vein to many past RenaultSport products, as well as other specification and setup variances.
It also features some new tech, and has dropped the six-speed manual entirely from the range. A major element of the new RS’s changes involve its consolidation to just one engine and transmission combination. The engine is the familiar turbocharged 1.8-litre four-cylinder petrol, bespoke to the RS within the Megane range, and shared with the
Alpine A110. With 1798cc, it might be short on capacity compared to most rivals, but feels good for its 297bhp power figure with a broad torque curve that builds early and with relatively little turbo lag thanks to a twin-scroll turbo. But the magic with this engine is that despite its low-end torque it still loves to rev, and has a fantastically boisterous
character that goes beyond its vocal exhaust and propensity to pop and bang on down-changes. Advertisement - Article continues belowThe dual-clutch transmission is a willing sidekick and suits the engine remarkably well. The two are a familiar pairing from the Alpine A110 and, as in that car, it feels impressively responsive and decisive both up
and down the ratios. On-paper performance is on-par for the class, the RS reaching 62mph in 5.7sec and topping out at 158mph. Peel back the Megane RS’s chunky bodywork and you’ll find an array of bespoke components, starting with the axles. Both are stretched compared to those on the regular Megane and the RS requires a completely bespoke
body-in-white to cover them. While the use of different bodywork is not uncommon for hot hatchbacks, to go so far as to require a completely unique shell is a testament to the effort and finances that went to the development of this car. It also features a rear-wheel steering system, a chunky Brembo brake package and bi-modal exhaust.
Advertisement - Article continues belowThere are still two chassis setup options, Sport and Cup, but as mentioned above are specifically designated to each variant - the entry-level RS 300 running the Sport chassis and the Trophy getting the Cup. As well as the completely different damper set up and spring rates, the Trophy also features standard
19-inch forged wheels, lighter brakes (albeit of the same dimension), and a limited slip differential, the importance of which we’ll come to in a second. The suspension, regardless of setup, also still features Renault’s clever hydraulic bump stops. Advertisement - Article continues belowAesthetic updates are subtle, with new lighting front and back
outside, plus some new interior finishes, an updated infotainment screen and proper digital dial display replacing the previously half-digital, half-analogue unit. Immersive, fluid and entertaining. Our drive in this case was limited to the standard RS 300 model on the ‘Sport’ chassis, and like the model that came before it’s a deeply impressive hot
hatchback on the road. The first thing that strikes you is the fluidity and poise the chassis has over rough sections. It feels in complete contrast to ‘Cup’ models, and while they were never so clumsy as to knock you off-line or scrabble for traction, it was enough to sometimes knock the wind out of you in the driver’s seat. Advertisement - Article
continues belowThe Sport chassis on the other hand feels languid, long-legged and superbly supple, but without losing too much of the Cup’s composure. It’s not quite as laterally stable as the Trophy, but its ability to lean into the suspension’s travel at road speeds actually makes the RS more transparent and trustworthy. This is where the Megane’s
rear-wheel steering comes into play. On the Cup chassis, the instant and sometimes aggressive rotation encouraged by the rear-steer can come without much warning, but the softer chassis seems to relax the rate of response. Instead it allows you to feel for that rotation, rather than having to react to it. The nose is pin sharp too, locking onto your
chosen line through a corner and then opening up the opportunity to take control of the car’s balance coming out of it. Want to neutralise the body for maximum attack out of a corner? No worries. Feel like letting the tail loose? It’s just a lift of the throttle away. Advertisement - Article continues belowThe requisite fight with the clunky six-speed
manual transmission in previous models is now replaced with a quick and responsive pull of a paddle. It certainly doesn’t feel like any degree of immersion into the RS’s driving experience is lost with the dual-clutch, it’s instead removed an interface that would often distract from, rather than add to, the driving experience. The brakes are also
particularly impressive, with great bite, tireless resistance to fade and impressive pedal feel. There is a slight dead spot at the top of the pedal travel, but once beyond this point they’re trustworthy and perfectly weighted to the other controls. If there is one thing missing on the ‘base’ RS 300 it’s a limited slip differential. The traction control system



does a fairly good job of reining-in wheelspin, but that seductive pulling sensation LSDs create when accelerating out of tight corners is missing. Its absence does improve the steering though, and with so little torque steer its not quite such a compromise as you might expect in a 300bhp hot hatch. Advertisement - Article continues belowThere’s no
doubt this RS 300 model is less able and entertaining on track than the Trophy, but on the road it’s such a big improvement you’d have to be pretty dedicated to ultimate track performance to make it a worthwhile compromise. Against rivals like the Volkswagen Golf GTI, BMW 128ti and Focus ST, the Megane RS 300 feels superbly judged, and seems
to have found a sweet spot with its dual-clutch ‘box and sports chassis. This leaves the new dual-clutch-fitted Hyundai i30 N and next Cupra Leon 300 ripe for dispatch. Bring on the next group test. The new Megane RS has gone up in price, but is still competitively placed against rivals. The standard RS 300 with the Sports chassis we’re driving here
starts at £32,995, and comes pretty much fully-loaded. Our test car did have a few options fitted, consisting of larger 19-inch wheels and some Alcantara appointments inside, but none were essential. Plump for the Trophy and that will start a further £4k up the scale at £36,995. Advertisement - Article continues belowAs for rivals, the low-£30k point
is full of options, with some we like, and some we don’t. The £33,260 Ford Focus ST, while packed full of torque and with a pointy front end, feels like a weak link in the class once again. Its rather dull engine and odd steering quickly grate, while the optional automatic feels sloppy and underdeveloped. The Golf GTI does its usual thing, with a slick
powertrain and an impressive, if cold, chassis regardless of manual (£33,510) or DSG (£35,010) transmission options. BMW’s new £33,320 128ti is a new contender, ditching the M135i’s all-wheel drive system for front-wheel drive and a limited slip differential. It’s actually the more engaging car when up against the GTI, but feels a bit cheap inside,
and you’ll have to look at its dull, yet still devastatingly ugly face on the driveway every day. Really though, the Renault's two biggest competitors are still yet to come, with the new Cupra Leon 300 (with the 297bhp four-cylinder powertrain) and updated Hyundai i30 N both arriving in early 2021. As two non-premium hot hatchbacks, both will match
or indeed undercut the Renault on price, but also be the closest in terms of both setup and prospective customer. Two new Gordon Murray supercars set for summer reveal NewsTwo new Gordon Murray supercars set for summer reveal Gordon Murray isn't stopping at the T.50 and T.33, with two new ‘Special Vehicle’ commissions set to be unveiled
in August at Monterey Car Week £15k off an Audi RS6 - 621bhp super estate discounted by over 10 per centNews£15k off an Audi RS6 - 621bhp super estate discounted by over 10 per centAudi’s V8 titan is near the end of its life and high-spec examples are now available with big discounts £8000 savings on Skoda’s Octavia VRS, and you still want an
SUV?News£8000 savings on Skoda’s Octavia VRS, and you still want an SUV?Skoda’s Octavia VRS has never been marked down for being too expensive, but with the latest savings to be had it’s even more of a performance car barg...



