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The	modal	can	is	one	of	the	most	frequently	used	modal	verbs	in	English,	utilized	in	various	situations.	It	serves	multiple	purposes:	-	To	indicate	someone's	ability	(only	present):	I	can	beat	you	in	chess	easily.	-	Making	a	request	or	asking	for	permission:	Can	you	show	me	the	bathroom?	-	Offering	assistance:	Can	I	help	you	with	this?	-	Expressing
possibility	of	an	event:	You	can	lose	your	life	that	day.	The	modal	verb	"can"	is	also	employed	to	give	someone	authority	or	power	over	something,	such	as:	Jon	can	get	you	fired	from	the	job.	Can	is	typically	used	informally	to	request	permission	or	make	inquiries;	however,	it	is	more	grammatically	sound	and	polite	to	use	"could"	or	"may"	in	these
situations.	The	Modal	Verb	Can:	A	Versatile	Tool	for	Expressing	Ability,	Possibility,	and	Permission	in	English	Looking	forward	to	learning	about	the	modal	verb	can	in	more	detail	--	and	start	mastering	it	smarter.	very	rude]	b	—	used	to	describe	something	that	sometimes	or	often	happens	In	this	part	of	the	country,	the	weather	can	change	quickly
[=the	weather	often	changes	quickly].	Usage	Could	is	used	as	the	past	tense	of	can	to	describe	an	ability	that	someone	had	in	the	past	or	to	say	that	something	was	possible	in	the	past.	I	could	run	fast	when	I	was	young,	but	I	can't	run	fast	now.	It	used	to	be	that	you	could	drive	for	miles	here	without	seeing	another	person,	but	now	there	are	houses
and	people	everywhere.	To	describe	a	specific	occurrence	in	the	past,	use	was/were	able	to	instead	of	could.	By	working	long	hours,	we	were	able	to	finish	the	project	on	time.	In	the	future	tense,	will	be	able	to	is	used.	If	you	keep	practicing,	you'll	be	able	to	play	the	piano	someday.	She	believes	that	someday	people	will	be	able	to	vote	at	home	on
their	computers.	Can	can	be	used	to	suggest	something	that	might	happen	in	the	future.	If	we	save	enough	money,	we	can	go	to	Hawaii	for	our	vacation	next	year.	no	can	do	informal	+	humorous	—	used	in	speech	to	say	that	you	cannot	do	something	that	you	have	been	asked	or	told	to	do	“Can	you	give	me	a	ride	to	work	tomorrow?”	“Sorry—no	can
do.	My	car	is	in	the	shop.”	to	be	able;	have	the	ability,	power,	or	skill	to.She	can	solve	the	problem	easily,	I'm	sure.to	know	how	to.He	can	play	chess,	although	he's	not	particularly	good	at	it.to	have	the	power	or	means	to.A	dictator	can	impose	his	will	on	the	people.to	have	the	right	or	qualifications	to.He	can	change	whatever	he	wishes	in	the
script.may;	have	permission	to.Can	I	speak	to	you	for	a	moment?	can	,	can	,	canst	,	can	,	can	,	could	,	could	,	couldst	,	could	,	could	,	can	,	can	,	could	,	cunning	.a	sealed	container	for	food,	beverages,	etc.,	as	of	aluminum,	sheet	iron	coated	with	tin,	or	other	metal.a	receptacle	for	garbage,	ashes,	etc..a	bucket,	pail,	or	other	container	for	holding	or
carrying	liquids.a	drinking	cup;	tankard.a	metal	or	plastic	container	for	holding	film	on	cores	or	reels.	Slang:	Usually	Vulgar.	toilet;	bathroom.Slang.	jail.He's	been	in	the	can	for	a	week.Slang:	Sometimes	Vulgar.	buttocks.Slang.	cans,	a	set	of	headphones	designed	to	cover	the	ears.Military	Slang.	a	depth	charge.a	destroyer.to	preserve	by	sealing	in	a
can,	jar,	etc.Slang.	to	dismiss;	fire.Slang.	to	throw	(something)	away.Slang.	to	put	a	stop	to.to	record,	as	on	film	or	tape.a	container,	esp	for	liquids,	usually	of	thin	sheet	metalanother	name	(esp	US)	for	tinAlso	called:	canful.	the	contents	of	a	can	or	the	amount	a	can	will	holda	slang	word	for	prisona	slang	word	for	toilet	or	buttocks	See	toiletnavy	a
slang	word	for	destroyerslang	navy	a	depth	chargea	shallow	cylindrical	metal	container	of	varying	size	used	for	storing	and	handling	filminformal	a	complicated	problemSee	carry(of	a	film,	piece	of	music,	etc)	having	been	recorded,	processed,	edited,	etcinformal	arranged	or	agreedthe	contract	is	almost	in	the	can“Collins	English	Dictionary	—
Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012to	put	(food,	etc)	into	a	can	or	cans;	preserve	in	a	canslang	(tr)	to	dismiss	from	a	jobinformal	(tr)	to	stop	(doing	something	annoying	or	making	an	annoying	noise)	(esp	in	the	phrase
can	it!	)informal	(tr)	to	reject	or	discard“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012used	as	an	auxiliary	to	indicate	ability,	skill,	or	fitness	to	perform	a	taskI	can	run	a	mile	in	under	four
minutesused	as	an	auxiliary	to	indicate	permission	or	the	right	to	somethingused	as	an	auxiliary	to	indicate	knowledge	of	how	to	do	somethinghe	can	speak	three	languages	fluentlyused	as	an	auxiliary	to	indicate	the	possibility,	opportunity,	or	likelihoodmy	trainer	says	I	can	win	the	race	if	I	really	work	hard“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&
Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	”I	can	be	in	the	kitchen	and	he	is	stood	in	the	garden,"	says	Dan,	who	has	complex	post-traumatic	stress	disorder.“We	can	see	a	little	squint	of	light,”	Roberts	said.But	one	walker	is	on	a	mission	to	highlight	the	damage	they	can	do	to	the	environment	-	by	kicking	them
over.She's	a	talented	singer	and	dancer	who	shot	to	fame	on	the	Disney	Channel,	but	she	could	also	so	easily	be	your	mate	who	brings	over	ice	cream	when	you're	going	through	a	break-up.bottle	bucket	canister	jar	package	Definitions	and	idiom	definitions	from	Dictionary.com	Unabridged,	based	on	the	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary,	§
Random	House,	Inc.	2023Idioms	from	The	American	Heritage®	Idioms	Dictionary	copyright	§	2002,	2001,	1995	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.camwoodCanaBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&
privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!§	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	Princeton's	WordNet4.5	/	2	votescan,tin,tin	canounairtight	sealed	metal	container	for	food	or	drink	or	paint	etc.can,canfulnounthe	quantity	contained	in	a	cancan,can	buoynouna	buoy	with	a	round	bottom	and	conical
topbuttocks,nates,arse,butt,bum,buns,can,fundament,hindquarters,hind	end,keister,posterior,prat,rear,rear	end,rump,stern,seat,tail,tail	end,tooshie,tush,bottom,behind,derriere,fanny,assnounthe	fleshy	part	of	the	human	body	that	you	sit	on"he	deserves	a	good	kick	in	the	butt";	"are	you	going	to	sit	on	your	fanny	and	do
nothing?"toilet,can,commode,crapper,pot,potty,stool,thronen,can,tin,put	upverbpreserve	in	a	can	or	tin"tinned	foods	are	not	very	tasty"displace,fire,give	notice,can,dismiss,give	the	axe,send	away,sack,force	out,give	the	sack,terminateverbterminate	the	employment	of;	discharge	from	an	office	or	position"The	boss	fired	his	secretary	today";	"The
company	terminated	25%	of	its	workers"Samuel	Johnson's	Dictionary0.0	/	0	votesCannounA	cup;	generally	a	cup	made	of	metal,	or	some	other	matter	than	earth.Etymology:	canne,Sax.I	hate	it	as	an	unfill’d	can.	William	Shakespeare,	Twelfth	Night.	One	tree,	the	coco,	affordeth	stuff	for	housing,	cloathing,	shipping,	meat,	drink,	and	can.	Nehemiah
Grew,	Cosmologia	Sacra.	His	empty	can,	with	ears	half	worn	away,Was	hung	on	high,	to	boast	the	triumph	of	the	day.	Dryden.CanverbIt	is	sometimes,	though	rarely,	used	alone;	but	is	in	constant	use	as	an	expression	of	the	potential	mood;Etymology:	konnen,Dutch.1.	To	be	able;	to	have	power.	In	place	there	is	licence	to	do	good	and	evil,	whereof	the
latter	is	a	curse;	for,	in	evil,	the	best	condition	is	not	to	will;	the	second	not	to	can.	Francis	Bacon,	Essays,	№.	11.	O,	there’s	the	wonder!Mecænas	and	Agrippa,	who	can	mostWith	Cæsar,	are	his	foes.	His	wife	Octavia,Driv’n	from	his	house,	sollicits	her	revenge,And	Dolabella,	who	was	once	his	friend.	John	Dryden,	All	for	Love.	He	can	away	with	no
company,	whose	discourse	goes	beyond	what	claret	and	dissoluteness	inspires.	John	Locke.2.	It	expresses	the	potential	mood;	as,	I	can	do	it.	If	she	can	make	me	blest?	She	only	can:Empire,	and	wealth,	and	all	she	brings	beside,Are	but	the	train	and	trappings	of	her	love.	Dryden.3.	It	is	distinguished	from	may,	as	power	from	permission;	I	can	do	it;	it
is	in	my	power:	I	may	do	it;	it	is	allowed	me:	but,	in	poetry,	they	are	confounded.4.	Can	is	used	of	the	person	with	the	verb	active,	where	may	is	used;	of	the	thing,	with	the	verb	passive;	as,	I	can	do	it;	it	may	be	done.ChatGPT0.0	/	0	votescanThe	word	"can"	is	a	modal	verb	that	is	used	to	indicate	the	ability	or	capability	of	someone	or	something	to	do	a
specific	action	or	task.	It	implies	that	the	person	or	thing	has	the	capacity,	skill,	or	permission	to	accomplish	or	perform	the	mentioned	action.Webster	Dictionary3.0	/	1	voteCanan	obs.	form	of	began,	imp.	&	p.	p.	of	Begin,	sometimes	used	in	old	poetry.	[See	Gan.]Cannouna	drinking	cup;	a	vessel	for	holding	liquidsCannouna	vessel	or	case	of	tinned
iron	or	of	sheet	metal,	of	various	forms,	but	usually	cylindrical;	as,	a	can	of	tomatoes;	an	oil	can;	a	milk	canCanverbto	preserve	by	putting	in	sealed	cansCanto	know;	to	understandCanto	be	able	to	do;	to	have	power	or	influenceCanto	be	able;	--	followed	by	an	infinitive	without	to;	as,	I	can	go,	but	do	not	wish	toEtymology:	[OE.	&	AS.	canne;	akin	to	D.
Kan,	G.	Kanne,	OHG.	channa,	Sw.	Kanna,	Dan.	kande.]Wikidata0.0	/	0	votesCANCan	was	a	German	experimental	rock	band	formed	in	Cologne,	West	Germany	in	1968.	Later	labeled	as	one	of	the	first	krautrock	groups,	they	transcended	mainstream	influences	and	incorporated	strong	minimalist	and	world	music	elements	into	their	often	psychedelic
music.	Can	constructed	their	music	largely	through	collective	spontaneous	composition—which	the	band	differentiated	from	improvisation	in	the	jazz	sense—sampling	themselves	in	the	studio	and	editing	down	the	results;	bassist/chief	engineer	Holger	Czukay	referred	to	Can's	live	and	studio	performances	as	"instant	compositions".	They	had
occasional	commercial	success,	with	singles	such	as	"Spoon"	and	"I	Want	More"	reaching	national	singles	charts.	Through	albums	such	as	Monster	Movie,	Tago	Mago,	Ege	Bamyasi	and	Future	Days,	the	band	exerted	a	considerable	influence	on	avant-garde,	experimental,	underground,	ambient,	new	wave	and	electronic	music.Chambers	20th	Century
Dictionary0.0	/	0	votesCankan,	v.i.	to	be	able:	to	have	sufficient	power:—pa.t.	Could.—Can	is	used	for	gan	in	M.	E.	and	even	in	Spenser.	[A.S.	cunnan,	to	know	(how	to	do	a	thing),	to	be	able,	pres.	indic.	can;	Goth.	kunnan,	Ger.	können,	to	be	able.	See	Know.]Cankan,	n.	a	vessel	for	holding	or	carrying	liquids,	generally	of	tinned	iron,	with	a	handle	over
the	top:	a	chimney-pot:	a	vessel	of	tin-plate	in	which	meat,	fruit,	&c.	are	hermetically	sealed	for	exporting—in	England	usually	called	a	tin:	a	drinking-mug.—v.t.	to	put	up	for	preservation	in	cans.—n.pl.	Canned′-goods,	meat,	fruit,The	provided	text	appears	to	be	a	collection	of	information	from	various	sources,	including	definitions,	translations,	and
references	to	the	word	"can."	Here's	a	rewritten	version	that	aims	to	preserve	the	original	meaning	while	presenting	it	in	a	clear	and	concise	manner:	The	term	"can"	has	multiple	definitions	and	uses	across	different	contexts.	1.	**Container**:	A	can	is	a	container	made	of	metal,	used	for	holding	liquids	or	solids.	It	is	often	associated	with	food	and
beverages,	such	as	canned	goods.	2.	**Ability**:	The	word	"can"	is	also	used	to	express	ability	or	capability.	For	example,	"I	can	do	it"	indicates	that	someone	has	the	skill	or	power	to	perform	a	task.	3.	**Permission**:	In	some	contexts,	"can"	implies	permission	or	authorization.	For	instance,	"You	can	go"	means	that	someone	is	allowed	to	leave.	4.
**Technical	and	Scientific	Uses**:	In	technical	and	scientific	contexts,	"can"	can	refer	to	various	concepts,	such	as	canned	goods,	technical	capabilities,	or	specific	terminology	in	different	fields.	5.	**Translations**:	The	word	"can"	has	translations	in	multiple	languages,	including:	-	Spanish:	puede	or	lata	-	French:	peut	or	boîte	-	German:	kann	or	Dose
-	Italian:	può	or	scatola	-	Portuguese:	pode	or	lata	6.	**Cultural	References**:	The	term	"can"	appears	in	cultural	expressions,	such	as	"can-do	attitude,"	which	refers	to	a	person's	ability	to	accomplish	tasks.	In	conclusion,	the	word	"can"	has	diverse	meanings	and	applications	across	different	contexts,	including	definitions,	translations,	and	cultural
references.	###	Additional	Information	-	**Etymology**:	The	word	"can"	comes	from	various	linguistic	roots,	depending	on	the	context	in	which	it	is	used.	-	**Usage**:	The	term	is	widely	used	in	everyday	language,	technical	jargon,	and	cultural	expressions.	-	**Synonyms**:	Words	like	"can,"	"could,"	and	"may"	have	similar	meanings	but	differ	in
usage	and	connotation.	By	understanding	the	different	meanings	and	applications	of	the	word	"can,"	we	can	better	communicate	and	express	ourselves	in	various	contexts.The	given	text	appears	to	be	a	list	of	languages,	with	each	language	paired	with	its	respective	script	or	alphabet.	This	could	be	an	attempt	to	showcase	linguistic	diversity	and	the
various	ways	in	which	languages	are	represented.
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