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MENU X Select a language using the Google Translate feature to change the text on this site into other languages. *We cannot guarantee the accuracy any information translated through Google Translate. This translation feature is offered as an additional resource for information. If information is needed in another language, contact (760) 966-6500.
Si necesita informacién en otro idioma, comuniquese al (760) 966-6500. NREBEEFMAESR , BFHE (760) 966-6500, MEEHMESIRAME , FFHE (760) 966-6500, Néu can thong tin bang ngdén ngit khac, xin lién hé s6 (760) 966-6500. Kung kailangan ang impormasyon sa ibang wika, makipag-ugnayan sa (760) 966-6500. 7}  760-966-6500 . The
COASTER commuter train provides breathtaking coastal scenery as it runs north and south through San Diego County, serving eight stations between Oceanside and downtown San Diego. COASTER service provides thirty (30) daily trips Monday through Friday with an additional two (2) on Fridays, and twenty (20) daily Saturday and Sunday trips
year-round. COASTER fares must be purchased for the number of zones you will be traveling in 1, 2 or 3 (See Fares for details). It takes about an hour to travel the entire COASTER route. The North County Transit District (NCTD) is operating new service to provide first-last mile connections for COASTER passengers who disembark at the Sorrento
Valley COASTER Station. Visit Page 471 (PDF) | COASTER Connection: Sorrento Valley East 472 (PDF) | COASTER Connection: Sorrento Mesa 473 (PDF) | COASTER Connection: Carroll Canyon 478 (PDF) | COASTER Connection: Torrey Pines 479 (PDF) | COASTER Connection: University City/UCSD COASTER Connections SPRINTER in Oceanside
BREEZE buses throughout North County Greyhound in Oceanside Metrolink in Oceanside FlixBus in Old Town Amtrak Pacific Surfliner in Oceanside, Solana Beach, and Santa Fe Depot (downtown San Diego) MTS buses in Old Town and Santa Fe Depot San Diego Trolley in Old Town and Santa Fe Depot recaptcha This trolley-style light rail system
serves the San Diego Metropolitan area. The trolley is part of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System and is often called "San Diego's Moving Landmark." It has three distinct lines: Blue Line, Orange Line and Green Line that combined serves the downtown San Diego area, East County, South Bay and San Ysidro. it also serves Old Town, Mission
Valley, Fashion Valley, Petco Park, Qualcomm Stadium and other popular destinations. The Trolley also operates special trains during sporting events, selected conventions and major annual events in certain areas. Trolley Service Map Click to enlarge view More Information Schedules and routes are always subject to change. Always visit the MTS
Trolley website for the latest information, rates and trolley schedules. San Diego Trolley (619) 595-4949 The COASTER commuter train runs north-south between Oceanside and Downtown San Diego. It is sometimes called "Coast Express Rail". The Coaster primarily serves commuters on weekday peak periods, but it does operate Friday and Saturday
nights during the spring and summer. It also runs during the Padre's games from Monday to Thursday evenings. The Coaster does not run on Sundays. Besides being convenient for vacationing tourists, since the trains run along the coast, it is a great way to see the coastal scenery. The entire north-south run between Oceanside and Downtown San
Diego takes about an hour. Coaster Service Map Click the map for an enlarged view. Schedules and routes are always subject to change. Visit the Coaster website for the latest information, fees, station stops, connecting exchange points to other forms of San Diego CA public transportation and accessibility. San Diego Coaster (760) 726-1111
Oceanside, a beach community just north of Del Mar, has it all.... gorgeous weather, excellent surf, and beautiful beaches. Serving as a major transportation link between San Diego and Los Angeles, Oceanside is located on the western coast of California on the Gulf of Santa Catalina. Over 3.5 miles of white sandy beaches allow frolicking in the sand,
sunbathing, and beach recreation. The beaches, especially those to the north of the pier, are wide and sandy, allowing ample room for lounging in the sun or picnicking. Fire rings, available to early birds, add a small town touch to evening relaxation. One of the longest wooden piers on the western coast, Oceanside pier offers 1,942 feet of strolling
and fishing vantage points. The pier, home to a variety of exciting events including surfing competitions as well as body boarding and body surfing contests, is a veritable hot spot of social gathering..Its amphitheater is also host to numerous entertainment events. A red and white lighthouse is a prominent icon of Oceanside Harbor. Very affordable
fishing tours and boating excursions are plentiful within a harbor that houses over one thousand boats. Sport fishing, high and low impact water activities, and whale watching are favorite pastimes of residents and tourists alike. If the ocean aroma filling the air isn't tempting enough, take a step into one of the fine dining establishments. There are
several fine Oceanside restaurants from which to choose. Souvenirs can be picked up in Heritage Park Village where many of Oceanside’s original buildings still stand. Upscale boutiques, quaint shops, fancy restaurants, and cozy cafes provide the shopping experience of a lifetime, as well as the opportunity to pick up a few momentos. A variety of art
galleries, interesting museums, and art shows offer a taste of culture in Oceanside, California. Images of Oceanside’s past are visible at the Mission San Luis Rey de Francia, located just four miles from the harbor. Also known as the king of missions, it is an impressive piece of historical architecture that features influences from Spanish, Moorish, and
Mexican cultures. Temperatures that average from a low of 52 F to a high of 69 F degrees make Oceanside a very desirable place to visit and even a better place to live. If you are interested in relocating, there are several Oceanside real estate agents that know where the best real estate values can be discovered. From spacious luxury homes to
beachfront properties, condos and affordable houses, you'll find real estate here is quite in demand. No reason to stay outside the area since there is a great selection of both discount motels and hotels in Oceanside from which to choose. There are many other lodging options including vacation rentals, bed and breakfast inns and beachfront homes for
rent. Imagine breathing clean crisp air while enjoying spectacular ocean views from your own front porch. Whether you are on a family vacation, traveling on business or enjoying a romantic honeymoon getaway, you'll find accommodations that will complement your style and budget. Kayaking, jet skiing, fishing, swimming, surfing, boating, skydiving,
shopping and an indulging day at the spa are all available in a beautiful Oceanside CA and even more attractions and adventure await you in other San Diego communities. Welcome to Oceanside. You will love it here. LegoLand © ]Jill Reed Carlsbad, CA. Picture-perfect vacation serenity. Located about 35 miles north of San Diego, Carlsbad is often
called "Village By The Sea." This is a piece of old world charm that entices vacationers who want a relaxing break from routine, but desire world class attractions, things to do, awesome oceanfront lodging, great ocean-view restaurants, scenic beaches, boutique shopping and even a campgrounds atop bluffs that overlook coastline horizons that
reward tourists with perfect weather and romantic sunsets. That's Carlsbad, California. Perfect vacation place for families with kids as well as romantics on a honeymoon. Besides its beaches, LegoLand is the most visited attraction in Carlsbad that features amusement rides, hands-on themed interactive shows, building play areas, the Miniland
exhibits, restaurants, shopping and beautiful gardens. The LegoLand California Resort now features its LegoLand Water Park. The SEA LIFE aquarium gets you beneath the sea without getting wet. Come face-to-face with a world of marine life. The famous colorful Flower Fields at Carlsbad Ranch puts its flower fields on display each year beginning
in March for about six to eight weeks. Be sure to visit Leo Carrillo Ranch, a 27 acre historic park. Carlsbad Beaches Over 7 miles of pristine Carlsbad beaches comprised of two beach environments beautifully set below picturesque bluffs. There are distinct beach areas that only permit surfing and kayaking while other portions that are reserved for
swimming, picnicking and sunbathing. South Carlsbad State Beach is one of the most popular beach camping beaches in the San Diego area featuring a campground with 222 camping sites that are RV friendly. The campground sits on top of the bluffs that overlook the beach and ocean horizons. And the beaches in Carlsbad permit dogs with certain
guidelines. Golfing In Carlsbad California Carlsbad has several golf courses. The La Costa Resort and Spa has been a legend course for over 30 years. This 18-hole championship golf course meanders around the scenic resort. The golf course at the Park Hyatt Aviara Resort is a special treat for the golfing enthusiast. It is a lushly scenic coastal layout
sculpted on hillsides covered with native wildflowers and accented with spectacular water features. You will love its 32,000 square foot Spanish Colonial style clubhouse with all of the amenities. The backdrop of the Crossings at Carlsbad is views of the Pacific withing coastal habitation. The lush fairways meander through a rugged terrain creating a
memorable golf experience. Also see the Lake Carlsbad Municipal Golf Course. If you're looking for a short executive golf course, try the Rancho Carlsbad Country Club. Shopping In Carlsbad Vacationing tourists love to shop. There's no shortage unique shopping venues in and around Carlsbad. Upscale, casual and boutique shopping, your choice.
Stroll the tree- lined streets of Carlsbad Village and discover its unique collection boutique shops, art galleries, jewelers, beauty salons, restaurants, a farmer's market and historic homes. If you're after bargains, visit the Carlsbad Premium Outlets, an outdoor center that features over 90 discount outlet stores. Another great choice is the Village Faire
Shopping Center located in the historic village of Carlsbad. This venue features over 33 restaurants and shops designed with a Caribbean flare. Carlsbad Lodging, Hotels, Motels & Resorts Choose from a wide selection of lodging accommodations in Carlsbad from budget-minded motels to full-service hotels, world class resorts, vacation rentals on the
beachfront or bed and breakfasts that provide the comforts away from home. Vacation Rentals, Beachfront Rentals Carlsbad Bed and Breakfast Inns Legoland Video © ]Jill Reed Video: Tony Subia, Donovan's Steakhouse Donovan's Steak & Chop HouseUSDA Prime Beef is the star attraction at Donovan's. The finest steak in San Diego. Try the Prime Rib
which is served every Friday. The 24 ounce serving is simply mouth-watering. Best lamb chops in the world. The Seafood Tower will blow you away. Outside cigar patio lounge is open for your enjoyment. Rainwaters On KettnerRainwater's on Kettner features prime, midwestern, cornfed aged beef, fresh seafood from around the world, plus veal, lamb
and pork chops. Greystone The Steakhouse - Gaslamp QuarterLocated in the heart of downtown San Diego's historic Gaslamp Quarter, Greystone features prime-aged meat, seafood and pasta in an atmosphere of casual elegance. To complement our cuisine, Greystone also features an extensive selection of premium wines Ruth's Chris
SteakhouseSpecialty Steaks. Richly marbled U.S.D.A. Prime and other premium cuts. In addition to steak, the menu includes select fresh seafood and other meat entrees. A variety of fresh-cooked vegetables, including seven kinds of potatoes, salads with dressings made fresh daily, and homemade desserts. Morton's Morton's is famous for its
animated signature tableside menu presentation: steaks, whole Maine lobsters and other main course selections, along with fresh vegetables, are presented on a cart rolled to your table, where the server displays and describes each menu item in appetizing and entertaining detail. EPAZOTE - Oceanview Steakhouse Del MarGuests are invited to "pick
their passion" from a mouthwatering menu of traditional fine cuts of steak daily for lunch and dinner. June is on the horizon, which means San Diego’s high season is about to kick off.... San Diego in June: Fun Events & Top Things To DoRead MoreSan Diego in April is undoubtedly one of the best times of year to visit. The... San Diego in April:
Weather & Best Things To DoRead MoreAre you planning a trip to San Diego and want to visit the main attractions? Then... Is the Go San Diego Card Worth It? Here’s What You Need to Know!Read MoreAre you looking for the best things to do on St Patrick’s Day in San Diego?... Best Things to Do: St Patrick’s Day San Diego [2025]Read MoreMarch
is a lovely time to visit San Diego. Spring has come and you can enjoy... San Diego In March: Events & Best Things To DoRead MoreCamping as a kid was always an amazing experience. Even as adults, we can still find... Best Campgrounds in San Diego for Some Outdoor AdventureRead More The next COASTER commuter rail leaves Oceanside
Transit Center at 1:36 PM, and arrives at San Diego / Santa Fe Depot at 2:37 PM. The total trip time for the next NCTD COASTER commuter rail is 61 min.You can track your commuter rail on a map, monitor real-time updates, and see adjustments to the NCTD COASTER schedule by downloading the Transit app.You can see the next NCTD COASTER
commuter rail times in the app as well as future departure times for the COASTER commuter rail.There are 8 stops on the NCTD COASTER commuter rail.You can find real-time information on NCTD COASTER commuter rail crowding levels in the Transit app (available in select cities or on select trips). You can also see predictions on how crowded
the commuter rail will be when it gets to your commuter rail stop.Find out the current status for the NCTD COASTER commuter rail in the Transit app.Open the Transit app to see your location on a map and find the closest COASTER commuter rail stop to where you are. View Larger Map Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in
any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict
others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights
such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Need a unique, inexpensive escape from the hustle and bustle of the city? Take the San Diego Coaster. Want to leave the quiet countryside to enjoy the city? Take the Coaster. Just looking for a fun day trip or weekend getaway with friends, but gas prices have risen too
high? Take the Coaster! Run by the North County Transit District, the San Diego Coaster train traces the Pacific Ocean from downtown San Diego all the way to Oceanside, providing excellent connections along the route. It tends to receive less attention than, say, the Trolley or Amtrak’s Surfliner, but it deserves more widespread use, and I
recommend it whenever I can. Here’s how to make it work for you. The Coaster travels the 41 miles from Oceanside to San Diego in just over an hour. The route services eight stations, on a journey of breathtaking beauty. NCTD Coaster operates 30 trains during the week, with 20 on the weekends, offering easy, reliable service to nearly everything
on San Diego’s coastline. Planners originally imagined the line as a commuter train, taking passengers from North County into the city and surrounding job centers. However, it also appeals to tourists and those who just don’t like to drive. It makes travel in and out of the city — depending on what you’d like to do today — simple and convenient. It
eases travel woes, allowing riders more freedom to simply enjoy themselves. Because heavy rail functions on longer timetables, waits between trains can last up to an hour. Riders should consult posted times and plan accordingly, both for arrivals and departures. You can check the San Diego Coaster schedule through the NCTD Coaster website. All
stations connect to local bus routes, and two link with the San Diego Trolley, further expanding options into surrounding areas. Check these connections at each station or on their website for more information. Oceanside Pier Prices differ depending on the distance traveled, with the line broken into three zones. Zone 1 extends from Oceanside to
Solana Beach and Zone 2 contains Sorrento Valley. Zone 3 covers both Old Town and the Santa Fe Depot. Each station offers free parking, even letting vehicles remain overnight. Alternatively, the NCTD chose trains designed specifically for bikes, with open areas on the lower level for their storage. Thus, travelers can take bikes to and from any stop
with ease. Customers can purchase tickets at Customer Service Centers, found at most stations, or vending machines, installed in all stations. They can also use the money saved on the Pronto Card, which likewise grants access to the Trolley and bus networks for easy transfers. With a Pronto Card, load it at the kiosks or on the app and tap the pad
when boarding the train. Remember to tap after the ride to avoid overcharges. Round-trip fares covering the entire length cost only $13, with shorter rides running much less. Day passes and monthly passes exist for more frequent travelers. As a bonus, each fare adds a free transfer to the Breeze commuter shuttle (in Sorrento Valley) and Escondido’s
Sprinter light rail (in Oceanside) within two hours of activation. The fare can sometimes apply to Amtrak rides along the same route in certain conditions. Easily the prettiest station along the route, Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad built it in 1915 right on the harbor. It exemplifies the Mission Revival Style that dominated Southern California
architecture at that time, with its grand towers and cavernous waiting room. The station currently serves the Coaster, the Surfliner, Green and Blue Trolley lines, and multiple bus routes, including the 992 to the San Diego Airport. It allows for easy access to the Cruise Ship Terminal on Broadway Pier and all the local excursions at the waterfront. An
incredible variety of attractions await travelers who disembark at the station. The station itself houses the Museum of Contemporary Art. Nearby stand the USS Midway and Maritime Museum, the Gaslamp District, Seaport Village, and Embarcadero all sit within comfortable walking distance. For more active visitors, a bicycle opens the entire city.
This station conveniently places you in the heart of the city and can be ideal for North County residents wishing to enjoy San Diego. It’s also great for baseball games, concerts, and music festivals, among other attractions. In addition to the everyday stations, the NCTD Coaster operates special stations during large events. One such station is the one
at the Convention Center, convenient for Comic-Con attendees, which operates throughout that affair. This temporary station sits at the station of the same name on the Trolley Green line, providing easy transfers to that system. Old Town Transit Depot has become one of the busiest hubs in San Diego County, connecting commuters with a wealth of
transfer options to explore the rest of the city. Buses, other trains, and the Trolley all emanate from this spot into every center of the city. The site also opens directly into Old Town Historic Park, where visitors can enjoy the San Diego of the 1870s. The place deserves its own discussion and provides historic buildings and their storytellers, as well as
shopping and dining for any taste and budget. The emphasis, of course, resting on Mexican food and culture. If you are hungry, check out some of the many fantastic restaurants in Old Town San Diego. Just above rises the hill on which the Franciscans founded San Diego, which contains the ruins of the original Presidio and Mission buildings. After
Old Town, the surrounding neighborhood revels in several festivals throughout the year, including the largest Cinco de Mayo celebration in the world. Tourists and residents alike will find this station ideal for any of those activities. Looking for ideas of things to do in Old Town? Check out our Old Town San Diego Guide. This San Diego Coaster stop
functions simply as a commuter station, connecting homes to industries in Sorrento Valley. Some small shops sit near the tracks, catering to workers on lunch breaks, but there are no attractions for tourists. From the station, workers can take the Breeze or the MTS buses to jobs in Miramar and Torrey Pines. Visitors simply glide through this station,
although most can appreciate the vistas down Rose Canyon. Like at the Convention Center, NCTD places a temporary station alongside the Del Mar Fairgrounds, situated between the Sorrento Valley and Solana Beach stations, during large events at the site. This stop primarily brings travelers to the San Diego County Fair and Opening Day at Del
Mar Racetrack, both held in the summer. The Coaster, in partnership with the track, also sells ticket packages including both round-trip rides and admission, as well as transfers to our other transit networks. With any luck, this station will become permanent soon. If attending the San Diego County Fair be sure to check out our Tips For Visiting The
San Diego County Fair. Approaching Solana Beach from the south, the Coaster passes the most scenic — and threatened — portion of its length, crossing within inches of the Del Mar bluffs. Make sure to select a seat on the left when headed north (right when south-bound) to really enjoy the view. This station empties right onto the 101, the old Pacific
Coast Highway. Along which sprawl dozens of great coffeehouses, eateries, breweries, and shops, all dedicated to the original Southern California vibe. It also has the easiest beach access, with sand only a couple blocks from the station at beautiful Fletcher Cove. Solana Beach, California For fans of live music, never pass up an opportunity to attend a
concert at the Belly Up Tavern, located across the street from the platform. This venue hosts incredible music acts in an older, somewhat grungier environment with outstanding sound. Additionally, the station provides a free shuttle to the Del Mar Fairgrounds during events, particularly the races, music festivals, and County Fair. Some concerts use
this connection, too, but check ahead before committing. The station at Encinitas, like the previous one at Solana Beach, opens onto the 101 in an area filled with fun and hip shops, restaurants, and bars, all dedicated to the California Coast. Beyond, several attractions await tourists and locals alike. The Flower Capital of the World, the city preserves
the San Diego Botanic Gardens. It’s one of the nicest places to enjoy nature along the coast. Right outside the gardens stands the San Dieguito Historical Museum, showcasing much of Encinitas history. On the bluffs just south of town, west of the tracks, rises the Self-Realization Fellowship. The followers of this faith maintain a series of impressive
meditation gardens overlooking the Pacific Ocean, all free for any visitors. The beaches nearby remain a mecca for surfing and stand-up paddleboarding, for those seeking a more active adventure. A couple of excellent hiking areas farther inland entice others to the area, particularly at Manchester Preserve and San Elijo Lagoon, both of which
require a brief ride from the station to access. This stop gives better access to larger attractions in Carlsbad. Within a short bus, bike, or rideshare trip, visitors can easily reach the Flower and Strawberry Fields, LegoLand, the Sea Life Aquarium, and the quirky Green Dragon Tavern and Museum. This final location houses an odd collection of
Revolution-era Americana in a brewery I suggest history buffs check out. Closer to the station you find beach access and a couple of shops. However this location focuses on commuters and tourists more than anything. The last (or first) stop on the San Diego Coaster is Oceanside. This cute little beach town has so much character and fun things to do.
Also read:Best Things to do in OceansideFantastic Oceanside Vacation Rentals The Oceanside Pier is a fun little stroll over the ocean and a fantastic photo opp during sunset. If you come on Thursdays, check out the Farmer’s Market during the day and the night market at night. Another fun thing to check out is the Surf museum. For a special treat,
book a table at Valle, which just received recognition by Michelin, or Wrench and Rodent Seabasstropub for some fantastic sushi. But you can also just walk down Mission Avenue and find some good grub there as well!l Whether a commuter or day tripper the San Diego Coaster rail line makes for a fun and convenient way to get around San Diego!
Last Updated on October 17, 2023 by Maria Haase Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You
must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the
original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are
given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Need a unique, inexpensive escape from the hustle and bustle of the city? Take the San Diego Coaster. Want to leave the quiet countryside to enjoy the
city? Take the Coaster. Just looking for a fun day trip or weekend getaway with friends, but gas prices have risen too high? Take the Coaster! Run by the North County Transit District, the San Diego Coaster train traces the Pacific Ocean from downtown San Diego all the way to Oceanside, providing excellent connections along the route. It tends to
receive less attention than, say, the Trolley or Amtrak’s Surfliner, but it deserves more widespread use, and I recommend it whenever I can. Here’s how to make it work for you. The Coaster travels the 41 miles from Oceanside to San Diego in just over an hour. The route services eight stations, on a journey of breathtaking beauty. NCTD Coaster
operates 30 trains during the week, with 20 on the weekends, offering easy, reliable service to nearly everything on San Diego’s coastline. Planners originally imagined the line as a commuter train, taking passengers from North County into the city and surrounding job centers. However, it also appeals to tourists and those who just don’t like to drive.
It makes travel in and out of the city — depending on what you’d like to do today — simple and convenient. It eases travel woes, allowing riders more freedom to simply enjoy themselves. Because heavy rail functions on longer timetables, waits between trains can last up to an hour. Riders should consult posted times and plan accordingly, both for
arrivals and departures. You can check the San Diego Coaster schedule through the NCTD Coaster website. All stations connect to local bus routes, and two link with the San Diego Trolley, further expanding options into surrounding areas. Check these connections at each station or on their website for more information. Oceanside Pier Prices differ
depending on the distance traveled, with the line broken into three zones. Zone 1 extends from Oceanside to Solana Beach and Zone 2 contains Sorrento Valley. Zone 3 covers both Old Town and the Santa Fe Depot. Each station offers free parking, even letting vehicles remain overnight. Alternatively, the NCTD chose trains designed specifically for
bikes, with open areas on the lower level for their storage. Thus, travelers can take bikes to and from any stop with ease. Customers can purchase tickets at Customer Service Centers, found at most stations, or vending machines, installed in all stations. They can also use the money saved on the Pronto Card, which likewise grants access to the Trolley
and bus networks for easy transfers. With a Pronto Card, load it at the kiosks or on the app and tap the pad when boarding the train. Remember to tap after the ride to avoid overcharges. Round-trip fares covering the entire length cost only $13, with shorter rides running much less. Day passes and monthly passes exist for more frequent travelers. As
a bonus, each fare adds a free transfer to the Breeze commuter shuttle (in Sorrento Valley) and Escondido’s Sprinter light rail (in Oceanside) within two hours of activation. The fare can sometimes apply to Amtrak rides along the same route in certain conditions. Easily the prettiest station along the route, Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad built
it in 1915 right on the harbor. It exemplifies the Mission Revival Style that dominated Southern California architecture at that time, with its grand towers and cavernous waiting room. The station currently serves the Coaster, the Surfliner, Green and Blue Trolley lines, and multiple bus routes, including the 992 to the San Diego Airport. It allows for
easy access to the Cruise Ship Terminal on Broadway Pier and all the local excursions at the waterfront. An incredible variety of attractions await travelers who disembark at the station. The station itself houses the Museum of Contemporary Art. Nearby stand the USS Midway and Maritime Museum, the Gaslamp District, Seaport Village, and
Embarcadero all sit within comfortable walking distance. For more active visitors, a bicycle opens the entire city. This station conveniently places you in the heart of the city and can be ideal for North County residents wishing to enjoy San Diego. It’s also great for baseball games, concerts, and music festivals, among other attractions. In addition to
the everyday stations, the NCTD Coaster operates special stations during large events. One such station is the one at the Convention Center, convenient for Comic-Con attendees, which operates throughout that affair. This temporary station sits at the station of the same name on the Trolley Green line, providing easy transfers to that system. Old
Town Transit Depot has become one of the busiest hubs in San Diego County, connecting commuters with a wealth of transfer options to explore the rest of the city. Buses, other trains, and the Trolley all emanate from this spot into every center of the city. The site also opens directly into Old Town Historic Park, where visitors can enjoy the San Diego
of the 1870s. The place deserves its own discussion and provides historic buildings and their storytellers, as well as shopping and dining for any taste and budget. The emphasis, of course, resting on Mexican food and culture. If you are hungry, check out some of the many fantastic restaurants in Old Town San Diego. Just above rises the hill on which
the Franciscans founded San Diego, which contains the ruins of the original Presidio and Mission buildings. After Old Town, the surrounding neighborhood revels in several festivals throughout the year, including the largest Cinco de Mayo celebration in the world. Tourists and residents alike will find this station ideal for any of those activities.
Looking for ideas of things to do in Old Town? Check out our Old Town San Diego Guide. This San Diego Coaster stop functions simply as a commuter station, connecting homes to industries in Sorrento Valley. Some small shops sit near the tracks, catering to workers on lunch breaks, but there are no attractions for tourists. From the station, workers
can take the Breeze or the MTS buses to jobs in Miramar and Torrey Pines. Visitors simply glide through this station, although most can appreciate the vistas down Rose Canyon. Like at the Convention Center, NCTD places a temporary station alongside the Del Mar Fairgrounds, situated between the Sorrento Valley and Solana Beach stations, during
large events at the site. This stop primarily brings travelers to the San Diego County Fair and Opening Day at Del Mar Racetrack, both held in the summer. The Coaster, in partnership with the track, also sells ticket packages including both round-trip rides and admission, as well as transfers to our other transit networks. With any luck, this station
will become permanent soon. If attending the San Diego County Fair be sure to check out our Tips For Visiting The San Diego County Fair. Approaching Solana Beach from the south, the Coaster passes the most scenic — and threatened — portion of its length, crossing within inches of the Del Mar bluffs. Make sure to select a seat on the left when
headed north (right when south-bound) to really enjoy the view. This station empties right onto the 101, the old Pacific Coast Highway. Along which sprawl dozens of great coffeehouses, eateries, breweries, and shops, all dedicated to the original Southern California vibe. It also has the easiest beach access, with sand only a couple blocks from the
station at beautiful Fletcher Cove. Solana Beach, California For fans of live music, never pass up an opportunity to attend a concert at the Belly Up Tavern, located across the street from the platform. This venue hosts incredible music acts in an older, somewhat grungier environment with outstanding sound. Additionally, the station provides a free
shuttle to the Del Mar Fairgrounds during events, particularly the races, music festivals, and County Fair. Some concerts use this connection, too, but check ahead before committing. The station at Encinitas, like the previous one at Solana Beach, opens onto the 101 in an area filled with fun and hip shops, restaurants, and bars, all dedicated to the
California Coast. Beyond, several attractions await tourists and locals alike. The Flower Capital of the World, the city preserves the San Diego Botanic Gardens. It’s one of the nicest places to enjoy nature along the coast. Right outside the gardens stands the San Dieguito Historical Museum, showcasing much of Encinitas history. On the bluffs just
south of town, west of the tracks, rises the Self-Realization Fellowship. The followers of this faith maintain a series of impressive meditation gardens overlooking the Pacific Ocean, all free for any visitors. The beaches nearby remain a mecca for surfing and stand-up paddleboarding, for those seeking a more active adventure. A couple of excellent
hiking areas farther inland entice others to the area, particularly at Manchester Preserve and San Elijo Lagoon, both of which require a brief ride from the station to access. This stop gives better access to larger attractions in Carlsbad. Within a short bus, bike, or rideshare trip, visitors can easily reach the Flower and Strawberry Fields, LegoLand,
the Sea Life Aquarium, and the quirky Green Dragon Tavern and Museum. This final location houses an odd collection of Revolution-era Americana in a brewery I suggest history buffs check out. Closer to the station you find beach access and a couple of shops. However this location focuses on commuters and tourists more than anything. The last (or
first) stop on the San Diego Coaster is Oceanside. This cute little beach town has so much character and fun things to do. Also read:Best Things to do in OceansideFantastic Oceanside Vacation Rentals The Oceanside Pier is a fun little stroll over the ocean and a fantastic photo opp during sunset. If you come on Thursdays, check out the Farmer’s
Market during the day and the night market at night. Another fun thing to check out is the Surf museum. For a special treat, book a table at Valle, which just received recognition by Michelin, or Wrench and Rodent Seabasstropub for some fantastic sushi. But you can also just walk down Mission Avenue and find some good grub there as well!
Whether a commuter or day tripper the San Diego Coaster rail line makes for a fun and convenient way to get around San Diego! Last Updated on October 17, 2023 by Maria Haase On the go? See why over 1.5 million users trust Moovit as the best public transit app. Moovit gives you NCTD suggested routes, real-time train tracker, live directions,
line route maps in San Diego, and helps to find the closest COASTER train stations near you. No internet available? Download an offline PDF map and train schedule for the COASTER train to take on your trip. Temecula, California is a growing community located just north of the San Diego/Riverside county line. This beautiful valley is surrounded by
mountains and is known for its clear air and moderated climate. In fact, the Mediterranean-like climate has defined the area in the form of fertile vineyards and fine wines. A vacation in Temecula will have you hopping from one charming winery to another, strolling the quaint streets of Old Town, browsing for antiques, hiking in wilderness areas,
taking in Broadway shows, and enjoying a wide variety of dining choices. Temecula’s history is rich and varied. You’ll hear tales of Native Americans, stagecoaches, bank robberies, speakeasies, Indian massacres, and railroad adventures. Famous authors, such as Helen Hunt Jackson who wrote Ramona after staying with Temecula pioneers Louis and
Ramona Wolf, and Erle Stanley Gardner known for his Perry Mason novels, made their marks on the community. You can learn about the history of the area by visiting the Temecula Valley Museum in Old Town. A large monument in Sam Hicks Park in front of the museum honors those who have passed through including Kit Carson and Sacagawea.
While in Old Town Temecula, stroll the boarded sidewalks and browse for antiques. The storefronts have an Old West look to them. These aren’t cutesy replicas, most of these buildings are actual, historic buildings from the early days. Old meets new here and are often intertwined. For example, one of the newer buildings in Old Town is the Old Town
Community Theatre. The state- of-the-art theatre is built behind the historic Mercantile building. The 1890 building houses the ticket office, an art gallery, and a small performance area for more intimate gatherings. In addition, free wifi internet access is available throughout Old Town. If you have little ones, stop by the Imagination Workshop -
Temecula’s children museum. This workshop is the home to a slightly mad scientist, Professor Pennypickle. Professor Pennypickle is a scientist, a time traveler and an inventor of wacky gizmos designed to thrill children and adults alike. The workshop contains secret passageways, labs, music rooms, and more. Hands-on exhibits make for a fun and
educational visit. Old Town is home to numerous events such as annual car shows, street painting festivals, and music festivals. Patio dining is popular here with restaurants such as Mad Madeline’s and Rosa’s Cantina offering fantastic lunches and people- watching. Upscale restaurants such as Bailey’s are perfect for a romantic date. Temecula’s
wine country is located just minutes from Interstate 15. A short drive down Rancho California road progresses from the suburbs to rolling, vine-covered hills. You’ll feel as if you are miles away from civilization. The days of free wine tasting in Temecula are gone but prices remain reasonable at most wineries. In addition to tasting the fine wines, you’ll
enjoy the ambiance and unique character each winery brings. Live music, freshly baked brie bread, and roaring bonfires are among the auxiliary offerings you’ll experience. Each spring, Temecula celebrates its wine heritage with their Balloon and Wine Festival. Hot air balloons soar over the valley while the festival-goers sip wine and listen to live
music below. This annual three day event is located at Lake Skinner and grows every year. Another growing annual event is the Temecula Valley International Film and Music Festival held each September. This fantastic event has attracted attention and rave reviews from Hollywood and film fans alike. This is one of the more intimate film festivals
you'll find. Because of the proximity to L.A., keep your eyes out for celebrities who come to participate. In addition to the films, the festival features workshops and an added music component. If you like to get out into the great outdoors, you’ll find numerous hiking options just outside of Temecula. The Santa Rosa Plateau is a nature preserve in the
hills to the west that features gentle hikes along rolling hills, oak trees, and seasonal vernal pools. The Agua Tibia Wilderness area to the south is a rugged area with hikes ranging from easy to difficult. Stay or park at Dripping Springs Campground and spend the day hiking up the mountain. Nightlife in Temecula offers Country and Western dancing
at the Stampede, gambling or night clubbing at the Pechanga Indian Casino, interactive dinner theatre, or gourmet wine and dinner parties at various wineries. Temecula has several golf courses to satisfy your need to hit the links while on vacation. The courses range from the stunning resort courses of Temecula Creek to public courses such as
Redhawk Golf Club and Temeku Golf Course, to a unique 9-hole “lite” golf course, El Rancho Del Cielo. Temecula offers a full schedule of fun things to do. In addition to being a great place to visit, it’s also a great place to live. Whether you're here for a few days or for a lifetime, you'll see that Temecula shines. #1 of 96 things to do in OceansideWhat
is Travelers’ Choice?Tripadvisor gives a Travelers’ Choice award to accommodations, attractions and restaurants that consistently earn great reviews from travelers and are ranked within the top 10% of properties on Tripadvisor.AboutBest Commuter Train Ever!Best Commuter Train Ever!By Sarah LRead moreGreat travel option, but fare information
is confusing.We traveled from Carlsbad to San Diego and it drops right downtown by the bus depot if you want to transfer.Read moreReview snippets are selected by Al for relevance and recency and represent the opinions of Tripadvisor users, not Tripadvisor LLC.Suggest edits to improve what we show.AboutBest Commuter Train Ever!Best
Commuter Train Ever!By Sarah LRead moreGreat travel option, but fare information is confusing.We traveled from Carlsbad to San Diego and it drops right downtown by the bus depot if you want to transfer.Read moreReview snippets are selected by Al for relevance and recency and represent the opinions of Tripadvisor users, not Tripadvisor
LLC.Suggest edits to improve what we show.Are you currently on your trip?Help us find experiences available for you.Most Recent: Reviews ordered by most recent publish date in descending order. Detailed Reviews: Reviews ordered by recency and descriptiveness of user-identified themes such as wait time, length of visit, general tips, and location
information.A nice man/coaster employee on the early train from Oceanside!There is an extremely friendly man on the early train from Oceanside to SD. I wish I new his name but it is soo000 nice to have someone smile at you and be happy.This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs
checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Cindy WVista, CA269 contributionsGreat experience from Carlsbad Station to OldTowne! Parking lot is safe with plenty of spots. Also rode to a concert to downtown San Diego. Easier then paying or finding parking. Ticket machines
easy to use for tickets. We felt safe as well.This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Annette NPhoenix, AZ11 contributionsComfortable and Convenient
Transportation!Comfortable! Cool since we are in a heat wave! And easy to buy tickets and ride! We bought round trip tickets and got off at the Oceanside end. We walked 3.5 blocks for a couple of beers and a pretzel and made it back for the return train with time to spare. A good outing for out-of-towners.Written September 9, 2024This review is the
subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Sarah LUnited States124 contributionsBest Commuter Train Ever!Discovered Coaster and now it’s my favorite way to get from San Diego
to the north county coastal towns. I wish they had an airport stop. The Coaster train is clean, efficient, and on time. They’ve got this down... You won’t be disappointed.This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety
standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.First trip in a train and we loved it, getting to see all the sites from the train were so much fun and the conductors were very nice and full of information! Written September 17, 2023This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs
checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Steve HSan Tan Valley, AZ57 contributionsWe visited Oceanside, CA in June 2023. We took the Coaster to the San Diego state fair. Smooth ride, comfortable seating, arrived right on time. No complaints here!This review is the
subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.JenniferBismarck, ND16 contributionsGood views. Confusing tracksWe took the train from Old Town to Oceanside to meet with friends. I
think you have to be more local to make sense out of where to go, but a man who worked there helped us get the tickets and told us how to get to the track. It was a nice ride. Nice views. We sat up top and it was a little hot. When we got to Oceanside, it was hard to find the actual station to meet our friends but we found it. Cheap way to travel, clean
and safe with great views. Just a little warm and confusing to newbies.This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.S4187UNroneasy walk to station. bargain priced
fir seniors with transfer pass. went to seaport village and the mission. love not driving on a vacation This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Cheryl LAltura,
MNG62 contributionsGreat travel option, but fare information is confusing.This train is an awesome way to get around. The train is neat &clean. The conductors are friendly and helpful and stations were called out clearly. Ride upstairs to see the ocean. We traveled from Carlsbad to San Diego and it drops right downtown by the bus depot if you want
to transfer. The fare system is confusing, so best to get a day pass. One way is $6, per the website, but found out it was actually $6.50. The you tube videos didn’t indicate what costs for what...Pronto covers the fares, but isn’t linked to MTS....Written February 23, 2023This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of
Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Karin VPhoenix, AZ122 contributionsTook the coaster down to San Diego. Was nice to be able to just sit back and relax and be able to see the ocean at times. Just wish it was a little more
affordable or that they would sell a 3 day or a week pass. Written November 13, 2022This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more.Showing results 1-10 of 722See all
64 questionshow do i purchase 2 round trip tickets on lineCheryl LDownload the "pronto" appCan I walk up to the booth at the trolley station and buy a ticket to los angelsCheryl LIf you mean at Oceanside, then yes. You will need a credit card.You have to wear a mask on the Oceanside coaster?I'm just wondering if the coaster is in service right
now.on_the go 98765The Coaster is running a modified schedule: no weekend service and about 1/2 of the daily rips are suspended. Face masks are required on their trains. The website has the following information (and much more). This info is from the gonctd website: North County Transit District (NCTD) is experiencing significant declines in
ridership and has determined that temporary service reductions will be implemented for COASTER commuter trains. The following temporary service reductions are in effect as of Monday, March 23, 2020 and will remain in place until further notice. Weekend COASTER Service: All weekend COASTER service is suspended. Service is not running
between Oceanside and Santa Fe Depot on Saturdays or Sundays. Weekday COASTER Service: The temporary schedule for weekday (Monday-Friday) service only includes the “active” trains below. “Suspended” trains are not operating. Southbound COASTER No. Oceanside Departure Time Active/Suspended 630 5:03 a.m. Active 634 6:02 a.m.
Suspended 636 6:33 a.m. Active 638 7:15 a.m. Suspended 640 7:40 a.m. Active 644 9:37 a.m. Suspended 648 11:08 a.m. Suspended 654 2:42 p.m. Active 656 3:32 p.m. Active 660 5:11 p.m. Suspended 662 5:41 p.m. Active Northbound COASTER No. Santa Fe Depot Departure Time Active/Suspended 631 6:15 a.m. Active 635 7:39 a.m. Active (may run
up to 5 minutes late) 639 9:18 a.m. Active 645 12:49 p.m. Suspended 651 1:56 p.m. Suspended 653 3:36 p.m. Suspended 655 4:21 p.m. Active 657 4:53 p.m. Active 661 5:38 p.m. Suspended 663 6:26 p.m. Suspended 665 7:13 p.m. ActivePennyIs the coaster handicap accessible Written February 18, 2020on_the go 98765Please read the following from
their website and also keep in mind that disabled passengers pay the same fare as senior citizens (half price). Here is the info regarding the modifications: All COASTER stations provide ADA-compliant level boarding through the use of bridge plates. Stations typically provide accessible ticket vending machines, public address systems, information
displays, and accessible parking. Every station has a walkway or a ramp from the street level to the boarding platforms. Truncated domes on all platform edges alert passengers to take care when approaching the edge of the platform.Written February 19, 2020Is there a connection from Oceanside Coaster to San Diego Airport?Written February 14,
2020geotech522I think you would have to take the Coaster to the Santa Fe Depot in downtown San Diego. From there catch Lyft or Uber to the San Diego Airport.Written February 14, 2020How do I get from from the San Diego airport to coaster? What is the price?Chowa-Rides-AgainYou take a bus. Short ride. Cheap. Or an Uber. Its all in tbe
websites. Both Coaster and bus websites and airport.Can I take the coaster to seaworld?] HYes, get off @ Old Town & take #9 MTS Bus to SeaWorldI'm taking the Coaster from Carlsbad Village on Friday afternoon and would like to know which stop in San Francisco to use for the easiest access to the airport? Also, which bus stop and bus number
should I look formmmchocolate9First, I hope you are going to San Diego, From Carlsbad village go to the end of the line in San Diego, and take the bus to the airport. Not sure which one, but I know it runs every 15 min.How do you get from the airport to Coaster station?Maurice KTake the 992 bus from outside arrivals and get off at Santa Fe. The
stops are announced on the bus. Check Coaster times as there are none after 7-13pm other than on a Friday night when the last 2 are 8-12pm & 11-15pm. if the Padres are playing at Petco there is a Coaster that departs 1 hour after the end of their game . Best check NCTD website for the schedule & any cancellations etc.Showing results 1-10 of
64*Likely to sell out: Based on Viator’s booking data and information from the provider from the past 30 days, it seems likely this experience will sell out through Viator, a Tripadvisor company. Technically, the City of San Diego does not have defined districts or villages within the city limits. San Diego County extends further east and north than the
map below indicates. When San Diego, CA is broadly discussed, many assume that all cities and towns within San Diego County are part of the City of San Diego. That is not the case although many of the major attractions in areas adjacent to or reasonably close to San Diego. The following map to shows approximate district areas that are "assumed"
by San Diego CA residents. The map further intends to help visitors, tourists and vacationers to the San Diego area plan hotel and lodging accommodations that will become a convenient home base in closest proximity to desired San Diego attractions and Things To Do in San Diego. Click the map for an enlarged view. Creative Commons Downtown
San Diego Not only is downtown the central business district of the city, it is the hub of nightlife with a high concentration of restaurants, clubs and bars. Downtown area is home to historic "Gaslamp Quarter", "Little Italy", the San Diego Convention Center, PetCo Park, the "Embarcadero" and the Harbor Marina area on San Diego Bay. The shopping
areas of "Seaport Village" and Horton Plaza are also located in the downtown area. Balboa Park and Hillcrest Area This area is adjacent to downtown San Diego and is home to Balboa Park and its historic museums. It is also home to the San Diego Zoo which is on the grounds a Balboa Park. Hillcrest is a trendy urban neighborhood. Old Town San
Diego and Mission Valley It is convenient to San Diego's "Hotel Circle" and home of Old Town San Diego which is considered the birthplace of San Diego. Old Town sits at the base of Presidio Park, the site of the Junipero Serra Museum. Mission Valley is a major commercial center that lies on the San Diego River. Mission Valley is where San Diego de
Alcala, the first Spanish mission built in California, is located. Point Loma and Ocean Beach Point Loma is on the tip of the peninsula across the San Diego Bay from downtown San Diego. The San Diego Airport is located in this area. The southern tip of Point Loma is Federal Land and includes the Old Point Loma Lighthouse, the Naval Base, Fort
Rosecrans National Cemetery and the famous Cabrillo National Monument that marks the spot where Juan Cabrillo's Spanish Expedition landed in San Diego Bay in 1542. The west, southern end is a popular spot to watch the gray whales migrate in the ocean waters during the winter months. Mission Bay Park, Mission Beach, Pacific Beach Just
minutes from downtown San Diego, Mission Bay Park is a 4,600 acre aquatic playground of parks, beaches, marinas, hotels and 27 miles of shoreline. It is home to Seaworld and Belmont Amusement Park. Mission Beach and Pacific Beach are in this area featuring a 3-mile boardwalk, beach front shops, bars and restaurants. La Jolla, California
Although most visitors think La Jolla is a separate incorporated city, it is actually part of the City of San Diego. The most visited attraction in this area is the Village of La Jolla, an old Mediterranean style village on the coast with a wide variety of unique shops, museums, hotels and restaurants. La Jolla is home to Birch Aquarium, Scripps Institution of
Oceanography, Scripps Park and several scenic beaches including La Jolla Shores, La Jolla Cove and Children's Pool. Mid-City of San Diego This area is primarily comprised of urban and suburban neighborhoods in the heights of eastern San Diego. There are no major attractions in this area. Northeastern San Diego Like Mid-City, this area is
primarily suburban San Diego residential area with a few scattered attractions. San Ysidro This is the southern-most part of San Diego and is the location of the busiest border-crossing into Mexico. The other side of the border is Tijuana, Mexico. NOTE: Coronado Island lies across the harbor from downtown San Diego and is closely aligned with The
City of San Diego, but is a separate town and home to the historic Hotel del Coronado and the 10-mile long Strand Beach. The landmark Coronado Bridge connects Coronado to San Diego, California. See San Diego County Map for descriptions of other cities and towns within San Diego County where many major attractions are shared with
vacationers to San Diego. San Diego, California is a year-round vacation destination offering a plethora of major annual events. No matter what time of year, visitors can travel to San Diego, CA and find an extraordinary range of colorful street festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, specialty fairs and much more. For up-to-the-minute event
listings, additions and changes, visit www.sandiego.org/eventcalendar. January 16-21 San Diego Restaurant Week More than 180 of San Diego’s finest restaurants participate in a celebration of the local dining scene with prix fixed menus. January 23 Carlsbad San Diego Marathon and Half-Marathon The second-oldest marathon on the U.S. West
Coast also features a Kids’ Marathon Mile the day before the big race, as well as a Health and Fitness Expo. January 24-30 Farmers Insurance Open The annual PGA Tour men’s golf tournament is played at the Torrey Pines Golf Course in La Jolla, home of the 2008 U.S. Open. February Events February-April Wildflowers Bloom in the Desert
Depending on the timing and amount of winter rainfall, the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park turns into a wonderland of color when the spring wildflowers bloom. February 12 Centennial of Naval Aviation Coronado’s North Island Naval Air Station and San Diego Bay celebrates the 100th anniversary of naval aviation and the first-ever flight of a Navy
aircraft that took place in 1911 in Coronado. The special event includes Navy ship tours, aircraft exhibits, music, food vendors and a large flyover in the afternoon featuring over 200 vintage aircraft. March Events March-May Flower Fields Ranunculus Season Fifty acres of beautiful Tecolote Giant Ranunculus come into bloom every spring at the
Flower Fields at Carlsbad Ranch. March 2-6 RC 44 San Diego Cup The world’s best sailors compete in high-performance boat races along San Diego Bay. Fourteen 44-foot boats with eight-person crews race for the first-place title in a competition reminiscent of NASCAR's pit row. March 8 Mardi Gras in the Gaslamp Quarter This is the biggest Fat
Tuesday celebration on the U.S. West Coast. Parades, music and beads take over downtown San Diego’s historic Gaslamp Quarter. March 10-20 18th Annual San Diego Latino Film Festival San Diego’s proximity to Mexico makes it a natural venue for this prestigious film festival, focusing on works by Latinos or about the Latino experience, held at the
UltraStar Cinemas at Hazard Center in Mission Valley. March 12 Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival 'Tis the luck of the Irish for San Diego when the St. Patrick’s Day Parade sets off from Juniper and 6th Street by Balboa Park. An Irish festival with traditional dancers, music, a beer garden and Celtic village follows the parade. March 12-13
7th Annual San Diego Indie Music Fest Located in the North Park neighborhood, this music festival celebrates contemporary independent music and features more than 65 acts across six music stages. April Events April-October San Diego Padres Season The San Diego Padres step up to the plate and begin another exciting, six-month season of Major
League Baseball, played in PETCO Park in downtown San Diego. April-May TBD Annual Del Mar National Horse Show The most prestigious horse show in Southern California offers more than $300,000 in prize money and attracts more than 3,000 horses to the equestrian complex at the Del Mar Fairgrounds in coastal Del Mar CA. April 2 Ford
California Half-Ironman Triathlon Athletes from all over the world swim 1.2 miles in Oceanside Harbor, bike 56 miles through Camp Pendleton and run 13.1 miles back to the finish line at Oceanside Pier in the San Diego North County city of Oceanside. April 2-3 38th Annual San Diego Crew Classic Regatta Rowers from across the country come to
Crown Point Shores on Mission Bay to participate in one of the most distinguished rowing competitions in the U.S. April 16-17 Spring Busker Festival Seaport Village comes alive with a celebration of street performers in a battle of entertainment and one-of-a-kind performances by jugglers, sword swallowers, comedic stuntmen and much more. April
15-17 47h Annual Lakeside Rodeo Bareback bronco rides, calf roping and other traditional rodeo competitions, along with food and crafts, bring the Wild West to life in the San Diego East County town of Lakeside. April 16-17 86th Annual Coronado Flower Show The nation’s largest flower show under a tent takes place in Spreckels Park. Flower
exhibits are placed around a central gazebo, which becomes the stage for live entertainment and trophy presentations. April 17 Annual San Diego Earth Fair Set in Balboa Park, the celebration of planet Earth features a children's parade, booths, educational exhibits, music and earth-friendly food. April 17 Fallbrook Avocado Festival Since the 1960s,
tens of thousands of avocado lovers converge in Fallbrook, located in San Diego’s North County, to sample avocados, check-out the crazy cooking contest entries, buy funky avocado-themed gifts and enjoy bands, live entertainment and friendly beer gardens. April 30-May 1 San Diego Adams Avenue Roots & Folk Festival Guests enjoy vintage blues,
folk, Appalachian, country, bluegrass and Celtic music performed by roots artists on seven outdoor stages. Held at Adams Park in University Heights, the free event also includes a beer garden, food and crafts. April 30-May 1 Mission Federal ArtWalk This free visual and performing arts celebration takes place in downtown San Diego’s colorful Little
Italy neighborhood and is the largest art event in San Diego. May Events May 7 Carlsbad Spring Village Faire One of the largest one-day street fairs in California features hundreds of exhibitors, international food and children's rides in the downtown village of Carlsbad. May 6-7 Annual Old Town Fiesta Cinco de Mayo A celebration of Mexican spirit
and culture, the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta in Old Town, the birthplace of San Diego, features music, food and entertainment for the entire family. May 6-8 Gator by the Bay, Zydeco, Blues & Crawfish Festival Knee-slapping good times abound at Spanish Landing on Harbor Island. The event features 25 bands on five stages, dance lessons, Cajun cooking
demonstrations and delicious crawfish. May 22 18th Annual Sicilian Festival The music, dance, culture and cuisine of Sicily come to the streets of downtown San Diego’s Little Italy neighborhood with four performance stages, a parade of costumed dancers, musicians and more. June Events June TBA 16th Annual Wings Over Gillespie Air Show San
Diego’s biggest civilian air show includes re-enactments of WWII and Vietnam War aerial battles with pyrotechnic and aircraft displays, along with live entertainment, a Kidz Zone, food and more. June 5 Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon It’s a 26.2-mile race and block party all in one! The marathon begins at Balboa Park and finishes at SeaWorld San Diego on
Mission Bay. Live music and cheer squads line the route, while a killer post-race party and headliner concert celebrates everyone’s victory. June 10-July 4 San Diego County Fair The annual county fair features outlandish foods, garden shows, livestock tents and a midway complete with carnival rides and concerts held throughout the beautiful Del
Mar Fairgrounds in oceanfront Del Mar. June 13-September 25 The Old Globe Theatre’s Summer Shakespeare Festival Three dynamic Shakespeare productions are performed in nightly rotation in the outdoor Lowell Davies Festival Theatre of the Tony Award ®-winning Old Globe theatre in Balboa Park. June 18 6th Annual Loews Coronado Bay
Resort Surf Dog Competition Dozens of dogs take to the waves at Imperial Beach to compete in small dog, large dog and tandem surfing heats. June 25-26 Annual La Jolla Festival of the Arts and Food Faire Held on the University of California, San Diego campus in La Jolla, the event includes award-winning artists, gourmet cuisine, contemporary
music and entertainment. July Events July-September San Diego Symphony Summer Pops Season Summer performances are held under the stars in downtown San Diego along San Diego Bay; fireworks occur on some nights. July 4 Fourth of July Celebrations Fireworks, festivals and patriotic parades are held in numerous neighborhoods throughout
San Diego County. The most notable celebration is in Coronado with a two-hour parade, the largest on the U.S. West Coast; art-in-the-park; an afternoon concert in Spreckels Park; rough water swim, and spectacular fireworks display. July 9-10 & 16-17 58th Annual World Championship Over-the-Line Tournament A San Diego original, this boisterous,
fast-paced beach softball event is played at Fiesta Island on Mission Bay. July 15-17 Festival of the Bells The festival celebrates the anniversary of the founding of Mission San Diego de Alcala, the first mission in California. www.missionsandiego.com July 16-17 San Diego LGBT Pride Parade, Rally and Festival One of the city’s largest grassroots
organizations, San Diego LGBT Pride sponsors a weekend of festivities including a headlining parade through Hillcrest and two-day festival in Balboa Park. July 20-September 7 Del Mar Racing Horses and fans alike meet for live thoroughbred racing five days a week at the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club in oceanfront Del Mar. July 21-24 Comic-Con
International The largest comics and pop culture event in the United States attracts thousands of artists, celebrities and fans of comic books, movie memorabilia and all things related to pop culture. July 22-24 31st Annual U.S. Open Sandcastle Competition A parade, sandcastle competition, children's sandcastle contest and fireworks occur at the
Imperial Beach Pier in Imperial Beach. August Events August 5- 26 SummerFest 2011 The La Jolla Music Society presents classical and new compositions with renowned artists and ensembles from around the world, held at various locations in La Jolla and San Diego. August 14 Hillcrest Cityfest 2011 Arts, crafts, food and entertainment are featured
at this popular annual street festival, held along Fifth Avenue in the eclectic neighborhood of Hillcrest. August TBA 35th Annual World Body Surfing Championships International and U.S. body surfers compete at the Oceanside Pier and Beach in San Diego’s North County. August 25-28 Julian Star Fest Guests can explore the world of astronomy
during this four-day festival, the second biggest in California, with exhibition areas, guest speakers, an astronomy equipment swap meet and more, held at Menghini Winery in Julian. September Events September-December San Diego Chargers Season The San Diego Chargers "bolt" into action during home games at Qualcomm Stadium in Mission
Valley while fans gather in the parking lot for tailgate parties before catching the excitement inside the stadium. September TBA 17th Annual San Diego Festival of Beer More than 75 San Diego brewers provide samples and tastings alongside live musical performances, vendors and food booths in downtown San Diego. September TBA San Diego
Bayfair This thrilling event features thunderboat racing, tunnel hulls, drag boats, hydroplanes, fireworks and concerts, as well as specialty vendors and food, along and on the waters of Mission Bay. September TBA Cabrillo Festival The exploration of the U.S. West Coast by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in 1542 is commemorated at Cabrillo National
Monument on Point Loma. September TBA La Jolla Rough Water Swim The largest rough-water swimming competition in the U.S. takes place at picturesque La Jolla Cove in La Jolla. September 10-12 21st Annual Sycuan Pow-Wow The Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation presents a traditional celebration featuring Indian song, dance, arts and
crafts, games and food. September 15-November 15 Annual Julian Fall Apple Harvest Local residents and guests celebrate autumn with music, art shows, cider and delicious apple pies in the charming mountain town of Julian. September 18-23 San Diego Restaurant Week More than 180 of San Diego’s finest restaurants participate in a celebration of
the local dining scene with prix fixed menus. September 24-25 Pacific Islander Festival The cultures, foods, crafts and customs of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia are showcased at Ski Beach on Mission Bay. Sept. 28-Oct. 8 San Diego Film Festival This annual festival offers a fresh take on film premieres, featuring American and international
features, thought-provoking documentaries, short films and music videos. September 30 - Oct. 1 MCAS Miramar Air Show An award-winning, world-class air show features the best military and civilian pilots in the world, including the U.S. Navy’s famous Blue Angels. October Events October 1-2 Julian Apple Days Festival This two-day festival at
Menghini Winery in Julian features music and dancing, an antique tractor display, children’s games, gold panning demonstrations, apple-related contests and more. October 2-3 Oktoberfest in La Mesa This traditional German celebration features dancing, food, Bavarian bands, arts and crafts and commercial booths in the San Diego East County city
of La Mesa. October 9 17th Annual Little Italy Precious Festa This colorful Italian celebration features music, fine food and "Gesso Italiano," a traditional Italian street-painting festival, in downtown San Diego’s Little Italy neighborhood. October 20-28 12th Annual San Diego Asian Film Festival The largest exhibition of Asian-American and Asian
international cinema in North America showcases over 140 premiers from around the world at the UltraStar Mission Valley Cinema in Hazard Center. October 29-30 Annual Borrego Days Desert Festival Weekend activities include arts and crafts, a parade and the Miss Borrego Springs Pageant in the desert town of Borrego Springs. November Events
November-December TBA Dr. Seuss' "How the Grinch Stole Christmas! This annual holiday musical jumps right off the pages of the classic Dr. Seuss book and onto the stage of The Old Globe theatre in Balboa Park. November 4-13 San Diego Beer Week Hundreds of beer-centric events take place throughout the county during this 10-day festival that
highlights San Diego’s award-winning craft beer, breweries and pubs. November 16-210 8th San Diego Bay Wine & Food Festival Wine and food enthusiasts gather for this five-day event, the region’s largest wine and culinary extravaganza, held at several venues throughout downtown San Diego. November 20 Annual Mother Goose Parade San Diego
East County's annual holiday kick-off celebration features celebrity appearances, whimsical floats, clowns, bands, equestrians and more. November 23-27 San Diego Thanksgiving Dixieland Jazz Festival A jazz celebration that lasts throughout the Thanksgiving weekend, the festival features world-class bands at the Town & Country Resort and
Convention Center in Mission Valley. November 24-January 1 Holiday of Lights at Del Mar The public is invited to drive their cars around the infield racetrack of the Del Mar Fairgrounds in Del Mar to view more than 350 dazzling holiday light displays. December Events December TBA 40th Annual San Diego Bay Parade of Lights Hundreds of boats



are decorated for this dazzling holiday boat parade of lights on San Diego Bay. December TBA San Diego County Credit Union Poinsettia Bowl San Diego’s annual pre-Christmas bowl game is played at Qualcomm Stadium in Mission Valley and matches teams from the Mountain West and Western Athletic Conferences. The nationally recognized event
features all the pomp and circumstance of a major college post-season football game. December TBA Big Bay Balloon Parade and Bridgepoint Education Holiday Bowl A harbor side parade in downtown San Diego is followed by a major college bowl game at Qualcomm Stadium in Mission Valley featuring teams from the Pac-10 and Big 12 Conferences.
The exciting gridiron action is augmented by spectacular pregame and halftime pageantry. December-April Whale Watching The majestic California gray whales make their annual migration from the Arctic waters to the warm lagoons in the Gulf of California for breeding. These "peaceful giants of the sea" come within miles of San Diego’s coastline
and can be viewed on daily whale watching excursions and from Cabrillo National Monument on Point Loma. December 2-3 Balboa Park December Nights This celebration of the holiday season is the largest free community festival in San Diego, featuring foods and crafts from around the world, music and events at Balboa Park’s diverse museums.
December 4 La Jolla Christmas Parade and Holiday Festival Marching bands, floats, equestrians, vintage automobiles and more parade down the streets of La Jolla. The parade ends with a holiday festival featuring craft booths, carnival rides, food, entertainment and a tree lighting ceremony.



