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When you can speak English fluently it opens up new opportunities, connects you with people from different cultures, and expands your horizons in life.But what does it even mean to speak fluent English, and what are some practical steps you can take to reach a level of fluency you are happy with?In this article we have 8 practical tips, tools, and
strategies for how to speak English fluently, covering everything from vocabulary expansion to pronunciation techniques.Give these a try and you’ll be well on your way to greater confidence, clarity, and fluency in English.Fluency in English is not about speaking the language perfectly but being able to communicate with confidence and a natural
flow.A fluent English speaker can understand others and express themselves easily in English conversation, without hesitation or frequent interruptions to check for comprehension.In terms of CEFR levels, C1 (Advanced) is considered the point at which you can express yourself fluently in any situation. However, even at level B2 (Upper-
Intermediate), learners start to experience fluency in terms of becoming confident speaking about unfamiliar topics.Keep in mind that even native English speakers can struggle with certain grammar rules and obscure words, so don’t get discouraged if some aspects of the language present a challenge.See fluency as a journey, not a destination. As an
English learner, there will always be more for you to learn and improve on - so enjoy the ride and don’t forget to look back and see how far you've come!Let’s get onto our tips to speak English fluently and confidently so you can make the language a bigger part of your life.Consistent exposure to English is key to improving your skill level. Integrating
English practice into your daily routine can help you improve your speaking, listening, and comprehension skills.The easiest way to do this is through English immersion. Although you may not be able to live in an English-speaking country, you can do plenty of other things to expose yourself to English throughout your everyday life.These include:
Listening to podcasts in EnglishReading the news to learn English words about new topicsSwitching the language on your phone and other devices to EnglishPracticing sports or hobbies with English-speaking friendsUsing an English learning app to complete short lessons every dayActively seeking English exposure and diversifying your learning
methods can quicken your journey toward fluency.Effective communication in English requires a rich vocabulary. This means having all the words you need to express yourself precisely and concisely.For instance, using words like “fortunate” instead of “very lucky” or “exceptional” instead of “very good” adds precision to your language. Find some
more synonyms for ‘very’ here.To expand your vocabulary, try memorizing example sentences along with new words, as this helps you learn and remember new vocabulary in a more natural way. Spaced repetition is another effective technique for actively reviewing words and retaining them in your long-term memory.Don’t forget to learn about
American and British English vocabulary differences so you can speak confidently with people from different countries.We have more tips for learning new English words in a separate guide.Pronouncing words clearly is fundamental to fluent English speech. You may also need to work on reducing your native accent so that people can understand you
more easily when you speak English.Here are a few techniques you can use to practice pronunciation and sound more like a native English speaker.Phonetics plays a key role in helping learners grasp and articulate English sounds with precision. By practicing phonetic exercises, you can master English pronunciation and sound more like a native
speaker.This website has a great list of pronunciation exercises that you can do to master different sounds used in the English language.Another helpful technique is to practice tongue twisters; fun phrases designed to challenge your pronunciation skills. Choose tongue twisters that use simple words and target sounds you struggle with the most, as
this will help you improve your skills quickly. Here’s one to get you started:She sells seashells on the sea shore.Consistent phonetic practice will build your confidence and enhance your English speaking fluency.You may also it helpful to take lessons with a personal language tutor who can give you individual guidance on your spoken language skills.
Or, as a more budget-friendly option, language apps Mondly and Busuu both have speech recognition features to give you immediate feedback on how you pronounce words and phrases.Simply observing native speakers can significantly improve your accent and pronunciation. By listening to their speech and imitating their pronunciation, rhythm, and
intonation, you can enhance your own speaking skills.You should also pay attention to the shapes people’s mouths form when they speak English, and try to copy these.There is no shortage of content to help you with this strategy for speaking English fluently. Try it next time you are watching things such as: YouTube videosEnglish moviesTV
showsTED talksInterviewsYou may want to pause the video regularly to try and repeat what was said or to go over tricky words.Of course, you can also do this by meeting up with native English speakers at a language club or other event, which will help with the next point as well!Without conversation practice, you will end up with a lot of knowledge
but probably not much fluency in English.Speaking practice helps broaden your knowledge of the language and enhances your ability to think and respond quickly, as conversations often require immediate responses.Moreover, practicing speaking allows you to learn from your mistakes and improve both your vocabulary and understanding.It’s helpful
to know some good conversation starters so that whether you're in a classroom setting, enjoying dinner with friends, or just chatting to a stranger, you’ll always have something to talk about.Meetups are also a good place to practice speaking English, as you’ll find people who are happy to have basic conversations and guide you to improve your
pronunciation and accent.Don’t be afraid to make mistakes; it’s a natural part of the learning process. Continued practice will enhance your confidence and fluency in speaking English.The other main element required to speak fluently is listening comprehension. After all, it’s no good being very confident with what you say if you can’t understand
another person’s response.By exposing yourself to authentic spoken English through various media, you can become familiar with different English accents, intonations, idioms, and colloquial expressions. Some ways to do this include: Watching English movies and TV shows to absorb new vocabulary, slang, expressions, and accentsListening to
English learning podcasts or audiobooks to practice understanding spoken English in different contextsEngaging in conversations with native English speakers to improve your listening skills and learn from their natural speech patternsLearning English idioms so you know the meaning of these figurative expressions and can use them yourselfActively
engaging with a variety of listening materials can help improve your spoken English and your understanding of others.Although speaking English fluently does not mean having perfect grammar and never making mistakes, correct grammar and syntax (word order) are important for avoiding misunderstanding.While it is true that even native English
speakers can struggle with certain grammar rules, it is essential to dedicate time to understanding grammar and sentence structures to become a proficient English speaker.There are plenty of resources available to help you improve your grammar skills, such as: Grammar booksOnline exercisesLanguage learning appsTutoring servicesldentify your
weak spots and focus on strengthening them to become a better English speaker. Consistent practice and study of grammar will refine your language abilities and improve your English fluency.Confidence in your English speaking abilities is key to achieving fluency and talking with a natural flow.It’s completely normal to feel uncomfortable when
speaking a new language, but putting yourself in English-speaking situations where you feel safe to make mistakes and learn from them will help you become more confident.Don’t forget to celebrate your successes and remind yourself of how far you have already come on this journey. As your confidence grows, so will your ability to speak English
fluently.Take advantage of the incredible websites, online courses, classes, and apps available to help English learners start speaking english more fluently without having to attend lessons in a physical classroom.Online resources to check out include:These resources can help you practice speaking, listening, and comprehension at your own pace and
convenience.If your goal is to speak English fluently, we recommend a language app that includes: Lessons up to level C1 or aboveDaily lessonsSpeech recognition technologylnteractive conversationsA free trial or limited free content so you can decide whether it’s right for youGymglish, Mondly, and Busuu all meet these requirements and have other
exciting features for you to explore.Find the one that best suits your learning style, and you’ll be on your way to speaking fluent English with confidence.To maintain motivation and ensure success, it’s important to set realistic English learning goals and keep track of your progress.By setting specific goals, such as memorizing ten new English words
by the end of the week, you can provide direction and focus to your language learning journey.Breaking down significant goals into smaller milestones can make them more achievable and less intimidating. For example, setting a longer-term target like holding a basic conversation in English after two months of study can be an incredibly motivating
goal to work towards.Setting achievable goals and measuring your progress will help maintain your motivation and lead to consistent improvement in your English speaking skills.In conclusion, there is no set formula for how to speak english fluently and you should see it as a journey that requires dedication, practice, and the right resources.Here’s a
reminder of the areas you should try to incorporate daily as you develop your English language skills toward fluency: Learning new English vocabularyPronunciation practiceComprehension practicelmproving grammarBuilding confidenceEmbrace the learning process, set realistic goals, and utilize technology and online resources to accelerate your
progress. The world awaits you as a confident and fluent English speaker!Speaking fluent English means that you can: Express yourself confidently and without too much hesitationWrite and talk at length with a natural flowCommunicate effectively on a broad range of topics, even unfamiliar onesUnderstand subtle jokes made in Englishit doesn’t
necessarily mean that you never make mistakes, although as you continue to practice regularly, your accuracy should improve too.To be fluent in English, you need to know around 5,000 words to understand 98% of most ordinary texts. However, native speakers typically know 15,000 to 20,000 word families in their first language.It is important to
note that vocabulary size alone does not guarantee fluency, as other English skills such as grammar, pronunciation, and cultural understanding also play a vital role in achieving fluency.You can find some more interesting English language statistics here.With dedicated study and practice, an adult can become fluent in English in an average of 2-3
years. This time frame can be influenced by factors such as the similarity between your native language and English, the amount and quality of practice, and your motivation and commitment to learning.L.earn more about how long it takes to learn English and what else affects this.To gauge your fluency in English, consider the following: Can you
express your thoughts, ideas, and feelings in English without having to translate from your native language first?Can you understand English spoken at a natural pace by native speakers?Can you read English texts and understand the main ideas without frequently consulting a dictionary?Can you write in English and convey your thoughts effectively?
Can you use English in a variety of contexts, such as at work, in social situations, or when traveling?These are all good indicators of someone who speaks English fluently. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and
maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy.
Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential
cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Learn how to speak English fluently and confidently with practical tips and advice. This reference includes 50 useful English speaking tips that help you speak English without
hesitation. You can also find visual aids in the form of pictures, as well as a video guide. These resources can help you dramatically improve your spoken English by following simple and practical steps. How to Speak English Fluently? PinHow to Speak English Fluently - Created by 7ESL Do you want to learn how to improve your English speaking? Do
you want to speak English well? Here we’re going to explain how... How to Speak English: 50 Useful English Speaking Tips How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 1-5 1. Be realistic about your English learning goals Do not expect your English to be as good as that of a native speaker soon after taking up the language. It takes time.
PinHow to Speak English - Created by 7ESL How to Speak English: Useful English Speaking Tips | Image 1 2. Practice speaking as well, not just reading and listening While reading and listening can help you learn a lot about the language, the only way to speak better English is by speaking it yourself. 3. Practice speaking English whenever you get a
chance Do not pass up a chance to speak English whenever one arises. 4. Get native English-speaking friends and practice speaking with them If you want to speak English like a native. You should have friends who speak it like you would like to. 5. Do not be afraid of making mistakes Mistakes are part of learning; they help you know where you need
to make improvements to become a better English speaker. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 6-10 6. Use simple sentences at first, then progress to more complex sentences You have to start from somewhere; do not struggle to master the complex language parts until you have mastered the basics. 7. Get a reliable English
learning course Having the right English speaking course can accelerate the rate at which you learn to speak this language fluently. 8. Make an effort to improve your pronunciation The way you pronounce certain words could be the reason your English speaking skills seem a little off. So, practice saying some problematic words properly. 9. Try
saying something extra Do not give one-word replies like yes and no; try to say something more to build your skills and your confidence. 10. Learn from your mistakes Once you learn you tend to make a certain mistake, work on getting rid of it, and over time, your English will improve considerably. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking
Tips 11-15 11. Listen to English-language music Listening to music that is sung in English can help you master how to speak the language faster, especially when you try to sing along to the lyrics. 12. Learn some English tongue twisters Tongue twisters can reveal certain weaknesses in your speaking skills, and you can know where you need more
practice to speak the language more fluently. 13. Accept English and all its uniqueness English has some strange rules; accept them and move on. How to Speak English: Useful English Speaking Tips | Image 2 PinUseful English Speaking Tips - Created by 7ESL 14. Try learning some new words every day Every day, learn at least one new word and
how to pronounce it to improve your vocabulary and speaking skills. 15. Try some public speaking Public speaking events can really test how good your speaking skills have gotten, so, give them a try whenever you can. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 16-20 16. Let English be all around you When you spend your time in places
where English is spoken, your speaking skills will inevitably improve. Seek out places where English speakers gather. 17. Become part of a conversation group This should increase your exposure to spoken English and help you have better speaking skills. 18. Read your favorite books aloud Reading aloud will improve your confidence and enhance
your flow when speaking in other situations. 19. Watch videos of popular songs online Watch music videos, especially if they have the lyrics onscreen—try searching for the title of a song you like, plus the word “lyrics.” 20. Try thinking in English When you start seeing things and deliberating in English, you will notice an improvement in your speaking
skills as well. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 21-25 21. Practice paraphrasing Trying to say things you hear can significantly improve your speaking skills. 22. Conduct small talk in English Whenever you have the chance, choose to carry on small talk in English. It will boost your speaking skills. 23. Try creating your own
responses, rather than repeating what people say When you can come up with ways to answer in English on your own, your speaking fluency can increase considerably. 24. Have confidence whenever you speak Even though you have a lot to learn, always speak with confidence as this will improve the rate at which you master the language. 25. Learn
to listen better You can learn which language areas need improvement by listening carefully to how native speakers say certain words. How to Speak English: Useful English Speaking Tips | Image 3 PinUseful Tips for Speaking English Fluently - Created by 7ESL How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 26-30 26. Substitute phrasal
verbs for regular verbs Native speakers usually use phrasal verbs instead of regular verbs, and you should learn to do this as well for better-quality speaking skills. 27. Be passionate about English When you are enthusiastic about learning English, you will learn how to speak it much faster. 28. Try to learn from everyone While surrounding yourself
with people who speak perfect English is a great way to learn English, you can also learn from those who make mistakes in their speaking. 29. Learn from your favorite personality or public speaker Surely there is an orator/actor/actress whose speaking skills you admire; listen to this person more, and you will learn the language faster. 30. Watch
children’s cartoons Weird as this may sound, kids’ cartoons can teach you plenty about speaking English, especially with regard to proper diction. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 31-35 31. Don’t focus on speaking exclusively While speaking better English is the ultimate goal, polishing up your grammar and vocabulary will also
improve your speaking skills. 32. If you haven’t done so already, change the language on your computer/phone to English This ensures there is more English in your life, and the exposure will translate into better speaking skills. 33. Learn some short natural responses You will have greater speaking confidence when you always know how to respond
when spoken to, and short automatic phrases can help with this. 34. Follow the news Listening to the English news can really improve your speaking skills, as presenters often have excellent diction. 35. Record yourself speaking and have friends listen and comment on the recording Sometimes we may not realize some of the issues in our speaking
skills unless they are pointed out to us by friends. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 36-40 36. Be ready for specific situations Learn to speak English for special circumstances, such as when ordering in a cafe, when at a sports field, and so forth to broaden your speaking skills. 37. Make learning English fun There are many fun
ways to learn spoken English, including taking part in games. 38. Practice speaking English in front of a mirror This should be especially handy when preparing for public speaking events as it will boost your confidence. How to Speak English: Useful English Speaking Tips | Image 4 PinSpeaking Tips - Created by 7ESL 39. Learn to say things in your
own way By learning to paraphrase English statements, you can avoid repeating statements so that you increase your speaking fluency in random situations. 40. Master some specific phrases and English Idioms Knowing particular phrases can enrich your language and enhance your fluency. One of the key to become more fluent in spoken English is
to master English phrases, collocations and Idioms. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 41-45 41. Try writing based on new things you have learned Writing can also improve your speaking as it will give you a hint of what you would sound like when you actually speak the language. 42. Retell a story or a joke in English If you know
a story in your native language, try retelling it in English and see how easy or hard it is. 43. Engage in English activities Taking part in activities that involve the use of spoken English can make you more comfortable speaking the language. 44. Debate in English Getting into debates in English on topics you love can really improve your speaking skills.
45. Don’t rush your speech If you have not yet mastered some words, speak slowly until saying them fast and comfortably becomes a possibility. How to Speak English Fluently | English Speaking Tips 46-50 46. Listen and try to sing along to rap music The music can help you learn the rhythm of some English words. 47. Try interrupting and
interjecting politely This will help you improve your speaking confidence and eliminate the anxiety that would come from not knowing when to speak. 48. Understand that there is always room for improvement This means that learning English should be a long-term commitment for you, even after completing an English speaking course. 49. Speak the
English you know The English you can speak the best is that which you have learned; struggling to speak complex English you do not fully understand can derail your progress. 50. Try to be realistic Know that it will take time to learn English, and that an accent might always be evident in your speech. Learn to accept that. How to Speak English
Fluently: 50 English Speaking Tips | Pictures 50 Useful Tips for Speaking English Fluently | Image 1 Pin50 English Speaking Tips - Created by 7ESL Useful Tips for Speaking English Fluently | Image 2 PinTips for Speaking English Fluently - Created by 7ESL Useful Tips for Speaking English Fluently | Image 3 PinWays to Speak English Fluently -
Created by 7ESL How to Speak English Fluently? | Video Improving English fluency is a goal shared by many non-native speakers, and it’s achievable with the right strategies and consistent practice. Fluency isn’t just about speaking quickly; it’s about expressing yourself smoothly, accurately, and with confidence. Here are ten tips to help you
enhance your English fluency: Immerse Yourself in the Language: Surround yourself with English as much as possible. This means listening to English music, watching English movies or TV shows without subtitles, reading English books or articles, and speaking with native speakers. Immersion helps you get used to the natural flow and rhythm of the
language. Practice Speaking and Listening: While reading and writing are crucial, speaking and listening are key to achieving fluency. Try to find a language exchange partner, either in person or online, with whom you can practice speaking and listening regularly. You can also record yourself speaking and listen to the recordings to identify areas for
improvement. Focus on Pronunciation: Good pronunciation can significantly improve your fluency. Pay attention to intonation, stress, and individual sounds. Practice pronunciation by repeating phrases and sentences after native speakers, either in person, through videos, or via language learning apps. Learn Colloquial Expressions and Idioms:
Colloquial expressions and idioms are essential for sounding fluent and natural. Learn and practice using them in context to enhance your speech and make it more engaging and authentic. Use Flashcards for Vocabulary Building: Flashcards can be an effective tool for learning new vocabulary. Write the word on one side and its meaning or a
sentence using the word on the other. Review the flashcards regularly to commit the words to memory. Practice with Different Accents: English is spoken with various accents around the world. Listening and speaking with people of different accents can help you become more comfortable with the diverse ways English is pronounced and used. Read
Aloud: Reading aloud is a great way to practice your speaking skills, especially if you don’t have a partner to speak with. Choose texts that interest you and are at your level. Start with slower texts and gradually move to more complex ones. Mimic Native Speakers: Try to mimic the way native speakers talk. Notice their speed, intonation, and rhythm.
Repeat phrases and sentences after them. You can use videos, podcasts, or any audio material where you can clearly hear how a native speaker pronounces different words and phrases. Don’t Be Afraid to Make Mistakes: Making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process. Fluency comes from consistent practice and a willingness to improve,
not from being perfect. Engage in conversations without worrying too much about making mistakes. Native speakers will often appreciate your effort to communicate and may even help correct your errors gently. Set Realistic Goals and Track Progress: Setting achievable goals is crucial for staying motivated. Whether it’s holding a 10-minute
conversation without looking up words, watching an entire movie without subtitles, or reading a chapter in a book, have clear objectives and celebrate your progress. Tracking your improvements, no matter how small, can be a powerful motivator. In conclusion, achieving fluency in English or any other language requires dedication, persistence, and
the right strategies. By incorporating these tips into your daily routine, you’ll find yourself becoming more confident and fluent in your English skills over time. Remember, the key to fluency is consistent practice and a willingness to engage with the language in as many ways as possible. How long does it take to become fluent in English? + The time
it takes to become fluent in English depends on several factors, including the frequency and quality of practice, exposure to the language, and individual learning abilities. With consistent and focused effort, noticeable improvements can be seen in as little as a few months, but achieving advanced fluency typically requires years of dedication. What
are the most effective language learning apps for improving fluency? + Several language learning apps can be effective for improving fluency, including Duolingo, Babbel, Rosetta Stone, and italki. Each app has its strengths, whether it’s interactive lessons, language exchange opportunities, or tailored learning plans. The most effective app for you
will depend on your learning style, goals, and preferences. How important is grammar in achieving English fluency? + Understanding and applying grammar rules is crucial for achieving English fluency. Grammar provides the framework for communicating effectively and correctly. While it’s possible to improve fluency through exposure and practice,
a solid grasp of grammar helps ensure that your speech and writing are clear, accurate, and understandable to others. Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of
Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Fluency means speaking with ease and confidence (like
a native). Therefore, becoming a fluent English speaker can supercharge your career, open doors to exciting study opportunities, and help you connect with people all across the world. Want to learn how to speak fluent English to reap the benefits? We’ve got you covered with 12 expert tips for learning English like a pro. Fluency is the stage of
learning a language when you can understand and speak it effortlessly. As it takes a lot of time and effort to reach this level, many learners don’t think it’s realistic. But thousands of people learn how to speak English fluently every year, and with enough determination, you can, too! To help you out, we asked Preply’s expert language tutors for their
best advice on how to be fluent in English. So, scroll down for top tips on mastering English. The one thing you absolutely have to do to speak English fluently is get more speaking practice. Almost all advice on achieving your fluency goals will come down to this. Nothing else you can do is as effective or as important. If you're living in a country where
spoken English is not common, finding opportunities to practice can be difficult. Try some of these methods: Buddy up with an English speaker who is learning your native language, and if you don’t know anyone, try downloading a language exchange app Schedule 1-on-1 online classes with an English tutor to get expert advice on your English-
speaking skills Use English-learning apps with speech recognition software Connect with a small group of international learners in online group classes When you have reached an intermediate level, attend webinars or live events Narrate your own life in English - for a fuller explanation on how to do this, check out YouTuber Bob the Canadian’s
advice here If you can find some creative ways to fit regular English-speaking opportunities into your life, things will start to “click” faster than you think. According to Bloom’s 2 sigma problem study, students with 1-on-1 tutoring outperform 98% of those in traditional classrooms. So, if you're serious about becoming fluent in English, invest in a
personal language tutor. Here’s why personal tutors help you progress fast: Talking to an expert English tutor gives you much-needed guided practice and instant feedback to correct your errors before they become bad habits You’ll be able to ask questions about English regularly You can focus on words and phrases that are most relevant to your life
and work, making your learning directly applicable It’s much easier to stay motivated and stick to a regular learning routine when you feel accountable to and comfortable with somebody Study with an English teacher, and you’ll have your own personal language coach to help you with challenging parts of the language, such as tricky grammar or
pronunciation With Preply, 1-on-1 English lessons have never been more convenient or affordable. There are tutors in different time zones and from all across the world, so there will be an expert available at any time. The unique search filter also allows you to choose what you can afford - prices start from $10/hour - so getting a personal language
coach won’t break the bank. If you want to speak fluently, it’s vital to get as much exposure to English as possible. You should be doing something in English every day, even if you're not actively studying. There are simple changes you can make to help you level up your English-speaking skills: This technique is called language immersion. It’s a great
way to get used to your new language’s sounds and words, which reinforces what you have learned. If you’'re interested in getting as much English into your daily life as possible, check out our articles on learning English with podcasts or learning English with stories. How many apps to learn English do you have on your phone right now? Probably at
least one! The digital age has revolutionized language learning, and it’s easy to forget how lucky that makes us. There’s a wealth of study technology available, so choose carefully. Make sure that you're using the most effective resources for your own study habits and not falling into the trap of relying too heavily on game-like apps. English learning
apps have many limitations, and you will still need to mix up your activities to learn English faster. As John Fotheringham, creator of languagemastery.com, says, “Language apps are a great supplement to a balanced language diet... but they shouldn’t be the main course.” It’s also easy to forget what a great resource YouTube videos are for English
learners. There are more hours of expert advice on YouTube than any student could watch in a lifetime! Even better, almost every video can be watched with subtitles, played at slower speeds, and paused and replayed until you understand every word. Check out our article on top YouTube channels for learning English to help you on your mission to
start speaking English fluently. Using resources that match your current skill level is vital for progression. Therefore, you’ll need to determine what your level is before taking a course, engaging in self-study, or enlisting the help of a personal tutor. For a precise measurement, take one of Preply’s placement tests. These tests accurately assess your
language skills, identify your strengths, and pinpoint areas for improvement. Once you know your English language level, you can then study using resources perfect for your level. Want some suggestions? Then check out our overview of resources for different levels: (A1-A2) Beginners: If you're just starting out, gamified apps, children’s books, and
educational videos designed for beginners will help build a strong foundation with simple vocabulary and repetitive patterns (B1-B2) Intermediate Learners: As an intermediate learner, it’s time to challenge yourself with slightly more complex materials - try watching news reports without subtitles or reading simple novels and articles to expand your
vocabulary and grasp of grammatical structures (C1-C2) Advanced Learners: For those at an advanced level, use resources like movies, podcasts, and books that native speakers enjoy - these materials will refine your fluency by exposing you to everyday expressions and idiomatic language with context For some online resources perfect for your level,
read our blog post on the best websites to learn English. Improving your English requires stepping out of your comfort zone. Reviewing what you already know won’t lead to real progress. Put simply, you want to always feel slightly uncomfortable when you’re studying. For instance, if you usually watch shows with subtitles in your native language,
switch to English subtitles. Once you get used to that, take it up a notch by watching without any subtitles. This progression not only sharpens your listening skills but also boosts your understanding. Talking with native speakers is another fantastic way to push your limits. Whether it’s through language exchange partners or a private tutor, English
conversation practice immerses you in real language use. Along with exposing you to slang and various expressions, chatting in English with a real person challenges you to respond immediately - like a regular conversation in your native tongue. Just remember: the more you challenge yourself, the more comfortable you’ll become using English in the
long run. Working on your pronunciation is helpful for a few reasons. We all need to be understood, and pronunciation practice helps us speak with clarity. This doesn’t mean that you need to get rid of your accent - not at all. But it will be frustrating for you and other English speakers if they do not understand you. Some of the work in becoming
fluent and pronouncing words clearly is physical. If your native language sounds very different from English, you will need to pay attention to moving your mouth and tongue in a new way. Native Spanish speakers, for example, sometimes say that speaking English for long periods makes their jaw ache! One exercise you can try is using YouGlish,
which is a tool where you can hear any sentence in a variety of English accents. This is great to repeat along to and practice your pronunciation, but it also improves your listening skills. For more practical exercises that you can bookmark and return to any time, check out our English pronunciation resources. Fluency is being able to speak whole
sentences without hesitation. If you learn English one word at a time, it will be very hard not to hesitate when constructing sentences. That’s because you’ll have to translate every English sentence in your head from your native language word by word. There is another way: Learning new words as part of common phrases can ease mental strain when
speaking. To take a very basic example, if you are learning the word “tonight,” it would help to try and learn a whole phrase, such as “Tonight, I am going to...” This way, when you need to discuss your plans for the evening, your brain has half of the reply prepared - there’s less pausing and thinking involved. Learning lists of phrases in a new
language is also known as sentence mining. Fans claim that it makes them able to use new vocabulary faster and memorize grammar more naturally. Not sure which sentences to start with? Try this free list complete with audio recordings of native speakers, or invest in an e-book like this one. Mastering idioms is a big part of sounding like a native
English speaker and can help you understand what’s going on in various situations. Do you work in an English-speaking office? Then knowing common workplace idioms can really help you communicate better. For example, here are some useful idioms: Back to the drawing board: Start over when a plan fails Cut corners: Do something poorly to save
time or money Out of the loop: Not knowing what’s currently happening Touch base: Briefly check in with someone Get the ball rolling: Start something important Using these phrases can make your communication at work smoother. Also, knowing idioms related to your job or culture can improve how you talk with others. If you want to learn more
idioms (cultural expressions), Preply has lots of great articles. You can make your language richer by learning our list of the most beautiful idioms. Looking for a laugh? Then check out these ten funny English idioms. Struggling to understand British colleagues? Our blog post on British sayings can help you interpret what they’ve said in meetings and
aid you with small talk on your coffee break. For almost everyone, speaking any new language means fighting through a fear barrier. This is completely normal! Your native language is a very precise tool for describing concepts. You are completely aware of the subtle implications your words carry, how to use irony and humor, and how word stress
can slightly change the meaning of what you're saying. By comparison, speaking any new language feels like using a blunt axe. You can’t say exactly what you mean, you might offend someone or make a fool of yourself, and you certainly won’t seem as smart as you really are. It’s intimidating! Few language learners talk about how uncomfortable this
is. Language expert and polyglot Olly Richards states that language learners have to have a “tolerance for ambiguity.” His method to learn languages quickly includes accepting confusion when learning a language. You're not going to understand everything or speak perfect English as you try to reach fluency, and that’s OK. Real progress comes when
you get over the embarrassment of putting yourself in English-speaking situations and allow yourself to make mistakes and learn from them. It almost goes without saying the best way to learn to speak English is to move to an English-speaking country. If you're determined to speak English fluently and can relocate for a few months, this will save you
a lot of time as you will have plenty of opportunities to chat with native speakers to hone your skills. However, for most people, this just won’t be possible. Don’t worry if that applies to you because there are other big lifestyle changes you can make to boost your English level, including the following: Get a job or intensive hobby that involves speaking
English (you could always teach English speakers your native language on Preply!) Clean out your spare room and use it to host English-speaking travelers via a service like couch surfing If others in your household are learning English, create times when you speak only English together - perhaps at mealtimes, on Monday evenings, or in the car Fall
in love with a native English speaker - this is a guaranteed way to learn to speak English like a native fast! Read our stories of people who have learned a language for love All of these are big changes, but they’re about building the language into your life. If you’re speaking your native language 99% of the time, then, of course, it’s going to take a long
time for English to feel natural. However, if there are English-speaking situations in your routine, your progress will seriously speed up. This might seem like a silly tip for people who want to gain fluency. After all, fluency means being able to talk easily about anything you like! But if you aren’t there yet, then a bit of planning might boost your
confidence, especially if you want to show native speakers that you know how to speak good English. If you are heading to an event where you know you can practice your English skills, try planning the small talk you will make ahead of time. Are you going to talk about your kids? Your knitting group? Your job? It can be helpful to have some
conversation starters ready to go so that you can practice the vocabulary that you have been studying. This way, you won’t feel under too much pressure to come up with something interesting to say in the moment. Need some inspiration? When you sign up for lessons on Preply, you get free conversation starters every week to learn new vocabulary
and talk about current trends and events with your tutor. Native English speakers disobey the rules of their own language all the time. This is something you’ll know if you've ever had to type out a recording of a spoken English conversation. Many British high school students don’t know what phrasal verbs are even though they use them all the time!
Grammar rules are useful to be aware of - they’re essential to study at some point. But they should be lower down your list of priorities than getting English-speaking practice. Most of the time, you will be understood if your grammar isn’t perfect! Aim to be understandable when chatting to native English speakers, and after a little bit of work,
grammatical rules will start to sink in naturally. Expanding your vocabulary is essential for becoming fluent in English, but it doesn’t have to be a tedious process. Chatting with natives, reading books, or watching Netflix shows to learn English can naturally enhance your language skills by exposing you to new words. These activities immerse you in
the language in an entertaining and meaningful way, making it easier to absorb new words and phrases. If you're looking to learn office-related English, you might start with the names of 18 office items that everyone should know. As you advance, delve into B2B business English terms and useful English words and expressions about finance. To
efficiently learn and retain these new vocabulary words, techniques like spaced repetition are highly effective. This method involves reviewing words at increasing intervals to ensure they move from your short-term memory to your long-term memory using flashcards or apps. Achieving fluency in English or any language is not a one-time milestone,
but an ongoing journey of learning and practice. In fact, research shows that people continue to learn new words in their native language every day until middle age! So Even after you become fluent, it’s important to keep practicing to maintain and enhance your English skills. Let this inspire you, not discourage you, and remember that the benefits
of being fluent far outweigh the effort required. Becoming fluent in English will help you stand out as a stronger candidate when applying for jobs, boost your confidence, and help you connect with 1.46 billion speakers of this lingua franca. For more in-depth guidance on how to become fluent in English, check out Preply’s English Fluency Handbook
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