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Discover	different	writing	styles	to	level	up	your	communication	and	captivate	your	audience	through	words	Your	writing	style	says	a	lot	about	you	as	a	creative.	Depending	on	the	one	you	opt	for,	it	also	has	the	power	to	inspire	powerful	emotions	and	actions	in	your	readers.	From	persuasive	to	narrative	and	expository,	we	take	a	look	at	five	of	the
most	common	forms	of	writing,	along	with	how	you	can	put	them	into	practice	to	reach	your	creative	goals.	You	dont	need	to	be	an	experienced	writer	to	apply	these	methods.	Below,	youll	find	courses	taught	by	leading	professionals	that	are	designed	to	help	you	to	express	yourself	from	scratch.	1.	Creative	writing	In	theory,	creative	writing	applies	to
all	the	styles	on	this	list	but,	for	Shaun	Levin,	it	refers	to	writing	about	topics	youre	passionate	about.	He	teaches	creative	writing	in	colleges,	schools,	and	art	galleries	alongside	publishing	works	like	Alone	with	a	Man	in	a	Room,	Seven	Sweet	Things,	and	Snapshots	of	The	Boy.	Shaun	shares	practical	exercises	you	can	do	to	enhance	your	creative
writing	in	his	course,	Creative	Writing	for	Beginners:	Bringing	Your	Story	to	Life.	Explore	ideation,	perspective,	narrative	styles,	materials,	observation,	and	beyond	to	sharpen	your	skills	as	a	writer	and	bring	your	interest	to	life	on	the	page.	Discover	practical	exercises	to	enhance	your	creative	writing.	2.	Narrative	writing	Narrative	writing	is	all
about	creating	storiessomething	we	naturally	do	as	human	beings	all	the	time,	often	without	realizing.	With	over	25	years	of	experience	as	an	author	and	creative	writing	teacher,	its	what	Alberto	Chimal	specializes	in.	He	has	published	over	forty	novels	and	collections	of	short	stories	with	the	aim	of	bringing	people	together.	In	his	online	course,
Introduction	to	Narrative	Writing,	he	teaches	you	how	to	write	memorable	stories	step	by	step.	Discover	the	fundamental	parts	of	a	story,	including	the	plot	structure	and	emotions,	along	with	the	different	genres	you	can	opt	for,	and	start	writing	narratives	that	captivate	your	audience.	Write	memorable	stories	step	by	step	with	Alberto	Chimal3.
Persuasive	writing	Persuasive	writing,	as	its	name	suggests,	is	a	style	designed	to	incite	action.	Whether	its	for	a	campaign	aimed	at	boosting	sales,	or	a	poster	you	want	to	stop	people	in	the	street,	knowing	how	to	craft	persuasive	copy	in	the	right	tone	is	essential	for	any	brand.	Thats	where	the	profession	of	copywriting	comes	in.	In	this	course,
taught	by	senior	copywriter	Paul	Anglin,	youll	learn	to	craft	copy	that	grabs	peoples	attention	on	social	media.	Having	worked	with	brands	like	Apple,	Nike,	and	Microsoft,	its	something	Paul	has	a	wealth	of	experience	in.	Join	him	and	discover	how	to	brainstorm	ideas,	develop	them	with	insight,	and	deliver	them	creatively	to	tell	your	brands	story.
Paul	Anglin	specializes	in	crafting	copy	that	grabs	attention	on	social	media.	4.	Descriptive	writing	When	it	comes	to	documenting	moments	and	memories,	words	can	be	just	as	powerful	as	photographs.	With	descriptive	writing,	the	key	is	in	the	detail.	By	describing	an	event	at	length	with	the	senses	in	mind,	you	can	invite	readers	to	experience	it	for
themselves.	Travel	Journaling:	Document	Feelings	and	Memories,	taught	by	author	Aniko	Villalba,	is	an	online	course	dedicated	to	showing	you	the	basics	of	descriptive	writing.	She	has	published	several	books	such	as	Dias	de	viaje	and	El	sindrome	de	Paris,	as	well	as	interactive	diaries	including	Mapa	subjetivo	de	viaje.	Follow	her	steps	and	learn
how	to	document	your	thoughts	and	feelings	through	writing.	Through	descriptive	writing,	you	can	document	your	thoughts	and	feelings	on	the	page.	5.	Expository	writing	In	contrast	to	descriptive	writing,	which	relies	on	personal	interpretation,	expository	writing	is	based	on	facts.	This	style	is	most	commonly	found	in	newspapers,	journals,	and
technical	articles	with	the	aim	of	providing	information.	If	youre	interested	in	pursuing	a	career	in	journalism	or	publishing,	expository	writing	is	a	skill	youll	need	to	master.	Paco	Herranz	is	a	journalist	who	specializes	in	teaching	his	craft	to	others.	Since	working	for	a	renowned	Spanish	newspaper	and	reporting	on	events	around	the	globe,	he	now
shares	his	knowledge	on	writing	in	the	Journalism,	Edition,	Production,	and	New	Technologies	master's	program	at	the	CEU	San	Pablo	University,	as	well	as	through	classes	on	the	history	of	journalism	at	the	University	Carlos	III	of	Madrid.	In	this	course,	he	teaches	you	the	fundamental	journalistic	techniques	and	genres,	from	interviewing	to	news
reporting,	as	well	as	how	to	use	them	to	write	stories.	Expository	writing	is	based	on	facts	and	often	found	in	newspapers.	Develop	your	writing	skills	further:	-	See	all	of	Domestikas	online	writing	courses.	-	Learn	the	keys	to	writing	a	novel	with	writer	Cristina	Lpez	Barrio.	-	Check	out	Shaun	Levins	other	course	and	learn	to	write	from	personal
experience,	Short	Story	Writing:	Create	Fiction	from	Personal	Experience.	-	New	to	this	craft	and	not	sure	where	to	start?	Discover	these	simple	writing	exercises	to	make	it	a	part	of	your	daily	routine.	You're	here:	Home	Exercise	What	are	the	8	types	of	creative	writing?Types	of	creative	writing	include:Poetry.Plays.Movie	and	television
scripts.Fiction	(novels,	novellas,	and	short	stories)Songs.Speeches.Memoirs.Personal	essays.Looking	for	a	Career	in	Creative	writing?	Heres	all	you	need	to	knowCreative	writing	tips	for	teachersUse	a	workshop-style	environment.Show	your	class	how	its	done.Draw	up	a	storyboard.Encourage	book	reading.Re-write	a	known	story.Show,	dont
tell.Inspire	them	with	video.Deconstruct	characters.What	are	the	8	types	of	creative	writing?	Related	QuestionsThe	7	stages	of	the	EEFs	writing	process:	Planning,	Drafting,	Sharing,	Evaluating,	Revising,	Editing	and	Publishing.In	an	academic	setting,	creative	writing	is	typically	divided	into	fiction,	poetry,	or	scriptwriting	classes,	with	a	focus	on
writing	in	an	original	style,	not	defined	by	pre-existing	structures	and	genres.5	Tips	for	Writing	More	CreativelyLearn	from	the	bestbut	dont	copy	them.Create	a	character	based	on	someone	you	know.Use	the	snowflake	method	to	brainstorm.Find	an	environment	that	encourages	creative	flow.Try	freewriting.Whether	you	write	fiction,	poetry,	plays,	or
screenplays	you	can	absolutely	teach	yourself	how	to	be	a	creative	writer.	Letter	Review	believes	that	in	each	great	work	of	art	are	all	the	rules	and	lessons	you	need	to	create	a	great	work	of	art.	So	grab	your	favourite	piece	of	creative	writing	and	start	analysing	it!8	Sharp	Techniques	to	Improve	Your	Creative	Writing	SkillsHave	a	Broad
Understanding	of	the	Subject.Do	Something	Different.Think	of	the	Three	Act	Structure.Add	Interesting	Details	about	the	Setting	and	Location.Extended	Metaphors.Record	Your	Ideas.Use	Meaningful	Dialogue.Create	Tension	or	Conflict.RELATED	CONTENT	What	is	the	best	exercise	for	knee	pain?Examples	of	creative	writing	degree	skillsStorytelling.
With	storytelling,	creative	writers	and	captivate	and	sustain	the	interests	of	their	audiences	with	their	writing.Research.Editing.Self-sufficiency.Time	management.With	the	Golden	Rule	of	Writing,	you	are	free	to	convey	whatever	idea,	thought	or	image	you	want.	You	are	free	to	tell	whatever	story,	write	whatever	essay,	or	compose	any	poem	you
want.	But	write	it	with	intention.16	Dos	and	Donts	for	Aspiring	WritersDO	write	every	day.DONT	worry	about	your	word	count,	especially	when	you	first	start	out.DO	some	writing	exercises	if	you	cant	think	of	anything	to	write.DONT	pay	attention	to	how	much	other	people	are	writing.DO	carry	a	journal	with	you	in	your	purse	or	backpack.8	Common
Creative	Writing	MistakesKeep	on	moving.Avoid	the	proclivity	to	pen	a	plethora	of	overly-recondite	and	abstruse	piffle.Dont	over	describe.Dont	be	scared	to	share	your	work.Rein	in	your	opinions.Dont	spell	it	out.Do	your	research.Dont	be	hard	on	yourself.Use	these	handy	tips	to	improve	your	writing	so	your	work	will	be	clearer,	accurate,	and	more
professional.1	Overuse	of	adverbs.2	Too	many	prepositional	phrases.3	Ambiguous	(Squinting)	modifiers.4	Misuse	of	lie/lay.5	Ambiguous	pronoun	references.6	Comma	splices.7	Run-on	sentences.8	Wordiness	(inflated	sentences)It	Is	Difficult	Because	We	Have	Been	Taught	to	Write	in	a	Certain	Way	at	School.	Its	no	secret	that	creative	writing	can	be
hard.	To	write	creatively,	you	need	to	be	able	to	access	your	imagination	and	come	up	with	original	ideas.	For	many	people,	this	can	be	a	real	challenge.RELATED	CONTENT	What	is	the	best	exercise	for	wrist	pain?Wrong	Word.	Wrong	word	errors	take	a	number	of	forms.Missing	Comma	after	an	Introductory	Element.Incomplete	or	Missing
Documentation.Vague	Pronoun	Reference.Spelling.Mechanical	Error	with	a	Quotation.Unnecessary	Comma.Unnecessary	or	Missing	Capitalization.20+	Words	to	Avoid	Writing	in	Your	Essay1)	Contractions.2)	Idioms.3-5)	So	on,	etc,	and	so	forth6)	Clichs.7-11)	Thing,	stuff,	good,	bad,	big12)	Slang,	jargon,	teen	speak.13)	Rhetorical	questions.14-17)	In
terms	of,	needless	to	say,	in	conclusion,	it	goes	without	sayingOften	the	most	difficult	part	of	writing	is	starting	to	write.	The	process	of	choosing	a	broad	topic	and	narrowing	it	down	to	a	thesis	can	be	both	daunting	and	frustrating.The	article	Four	Most	Serious	Errors	illustrated	four	most	common	errors	in	english	writing,	including	fragments,	run-
ons,problem	with	subject-verb	agreement	and	problems	with	verb	form	and	tense.	The	author	first	demonstrated	elements	of	a	sentence	such	as	subjects	and	verbs.To	help	me	accomplish	that	task,	I	distilled	the	writing	advice	Ive	read	and	received	over	the	years	into	the	four	Csclear,	concise,	correct,	and	compelling.Categories	ExerciseHow	do	you
clear	your	lungs	with	Covid?What	are	main	workouts	of	CrossFit?	creative	writing	creativity	Jun	13,	2024	Discover	all	that	creative	writing	has	to	offer	and	begin	your	journey	as	a	creative	writer.	By	Julie	Tyler	Creative	writing	definition	Creative	writing	refers	to	a	broad	range	oftexts	that	draw	uponwriters'	creativity	(as	the	term	suggests),	facility
with	words,	emotional	depth,	and	intellectual	rigor	to	convey	meaning.	Creative	writingis	alsoan	area	of	study	and	college	major	at	many	colleges	and	universities.	Creative	writing	is,	by	nature,	an	artistic	expression,	characterized	by	originality,	invention,	imagination,	and	inspiration.	Creative	writers	use	language	as	their	primarymedium,	putting
words	together	in	new	ways	and	using	literary	devices	like	symbolism	or	foreshadowing,	to	create	original	works.	As	we'll	explore	further	down,	creative	writingencompasses	fiction,	poetry,	nonfiction,	drama,	and	even	hybrid	forms.	Exceptional	pieces	of	creative	writing	are	considered	literature	and	often	appear	on	reading	lists	forstudents	of	all
ages,	from	elementaryto	graduate	school.While	opinions	vary	on	what	makes	something	a	work	of	literature,	there	are	some	qualities	that	many	people	associate	with	literary	value,	including	the	innovative	use	of	language,	universal	themes,	cultural	and	historical	significance,	and	atimeless	take	on	the	human	condition.	What	is	the	purpose	of
creative	writing?	Creative	writing	serves	several	purposes,	depending	on	a	writer's	intentions.	As	a	writer,	you	could	set	out	to:	Entertain	and	enlighten	readers	Evoke	emotions	in	the	reader	and	challenge	them	intellectually	Explore	history,	culture,	or	politics	Draw	attention	to	the	power	and	beauty	of	language	Offer	fresh	perspectives	on	life	Express
a	range	of	ideas	Connect	with	readers	and	foster	a	shared	love	of	reading	To	achieve	these	goals,	you	would	need	tolearn	how	to	write	skillfully	in	your	genre,	gather	feedback	from	experienced	writers	and	writing	teachers,	and	find	a	publishing	route	that	gets	your	work	into	readers'	hands.	Types	of	creative	writing	Many	types,	forms,	and	styles	of
writing	can	be	considered	creative,	fromnovels	that	tell	fictional	stories	across	300	pages,	to	poems	that	consist	of	a	few	words.	There	are	five	main	categories	of	creative	writing:	fiction,	poetry,	creative	nonfiction,	drama,	and	hybrid	forms.	Creative	writing	typically	excludes	professional,	academic,	and	technical	writing,	factual	reporting,	as	well	as
documentsyou	might	generate	at	work	to	communicate	with	colleagues.	Genres	likeinvestigative	journalism,marketing	or	sales	content,	social	media	content	may	often	exhibit	the	writers'	creativity,	even	though	these	genres	are	not	traditionallyincluded	in	creative	writing.	Let's	explore	the	five	main	categories	of	creative	writing	in	more	depth:
Fiction	Fiction	refers	to	imaginative	storytelling.	In	any	story,	there	is	at	least	one	main	character	(protagonist)	who	undergoes	atransformative	experience	or	journey.	In	the	first	few	pages,	the	reader	invests	in	the	character's	predicament	and	keeps	turning	pages	to	find	out	what	the	character	does	and	how	the	story	will	turn	out	in	the	end.	Fiction
can	be	realistic,	in	that	the	characters	and	situations	resemble	real	life,	or	contain	fantastical,	supernatural,	or	futuristic	elements	that	ask	readers	toexplore	the	idea	of	a	world	that	doesn't	exist.	What	distinguishes	fiction	from	nonfiction	is	the	fact	that	it's	not	strictly	based	on	fact.	Popular	genres	of	fiction	include:	Mystery	and	suspense	Sci-Fi	and
fantasy	Romance	Thrillers	and	horror	Adventure	Women's	fiction	Literary	fiction	Young	adult	(YA)	and	middle	grade	(MG)	Looking	for	your	next	emotionally-gripping	read?	Check	out	my	article,	"8	Timeless	Books	That	Will	Make	You	Cry:	from	Classics	to	Contemporary	Masterpieces."	Works	of	fiction	vary	in	length.	Here	are	some	typical	word	counts,
according	to	data	compiled	from	a	2024	WorldMetrics	report	[1]:	Novels	fall	between	70,000	and	90,000	words.	Novelas	range	from	20,000	and	50,000	words.	Short	stories	typically	range	from	1,000	to	8,000	words.	Flash	fiction	is	less	than	1,000	words.	Micro-fiction	is	100	words	or	less.	Looking	to	write	a	novel?	Read	my	6-step	novel-writing	guide!
Famous	examples	of	fiction:F.	Scott	Fitzgerald'sThe	Great	Gatsbyand	Franz	Kafka's	"The	Metamorphosis."	Poetry	Poetry	is	a	highly	distinct	form	ofcreative	writing	that	comes	in	many	forms	and	often	defies	strict	rules.	This	freedom	and	versatility	allow	poets	to	experiment	with	different	approaches	to	express	their	ideas	inoriginal	and	even	usual
ways.	Infree	verse,	for	example,	poems	don't	have	to	follow	a	rhythm	or	rhyme	scheme	and	can	resemble	the	cadence	and	flow	of	natural	speech.	Some	of	the	features	that	set	poetry	apart	from	prose	include:	Unique	forms	and	structures.Line	lengths,	rhyme	schemes,	and	visual	layouts	can	convey	meaning,	in	addition	to	the	actual	words	in	a	poem.
Brevity	and	efficiency	of	language.	Poetry	usesfewer	words	than	prose,	requiring	poets	to	choose	words	carefully	and	pack	a	lot	of	meaning	into	less	volume.	Figurative	language.Imagery,	metaphors,	and	symbolscan	enliven	language	and	evoke	emotions.	NOTE:	Epic	poems,	such	as	Beowulf,	The	Iliad	and	Odessey,	and	Paradise	Lost,can	be	roughly
the	size	of	a	novel	and	tell	stories,	but	are	written	in	verse	rather	than	prose.	Even	with	poetry's	freedom	and	versatility,	there	are	several	specific	poetic	forms	that	do	adhere	to	certain	parameters.	For	example,	a	haiku	consists	of	three	lines,	with	five	syllables	in	the	first	line,	seven	in	the	second,	and	five	in	the	third,	while	a	sonnet	consists	of	14
lines	and	follows	a	specific	rhyme	scheme.	Famous	examples	of	poetry:	Ezra	Pound's	"In	a	Station	of	the	Metro"	and	Edgar	Allan	Poe's	"The	Raven."	Drama	Drama	is	a	form	of	creative	writing	that	is	meant	for	stage,	screen,	or	radio	performances.	A	dramatic	work	is	called	a	play,	screenplay,	or	script.	Like	fiction,	dramatic	works	tell	stories	about
characters	in	various	predicaments.	It's	important	to	note	that	the	script	is	not	the	"end	product."	Although	scripts	for	movies,	plays,	or	radio	performances	are	fun	to	read	on	their	own,they	serve	mainly	as	reference	documents	that	directors,	actors,	designers,	and	filmmakersuse	to	bring	stories	to	life	on	set.	Scripts	vary	in	their	structures	and
formats,	several	features	are	common	to	most,	including:	Dialogue,	indicating	what	characters	say,	to	whom,	and	when	Stage	directions,	describing	characters'	movements,	costumes,	sets,	lighting,	and	sound	Acts	and	scenes,providing	a	clear	structure	and	pace	for	thestory's	action	Storytelling	elements,	like	tension,	conflict	and	character
development,	to	draw	the	audience	in	Famous	dramatic	works:	Edward	Albee's	Who's	Afraid	of	Virginia	Woolf,	and	David	Mamet's	Glengarry	Glen	Ross,	both	written	for	stage	and	adapted	to	film.	Creative	nonfiction	Creative	nonfiction	uses	literary	techniques	and	styles	to	present	true	accounts	of	events	or	factual	information	about	a
topic.Oftentimes,	creative	nonfiction	has	strong	narrative	elements,	as	in	the	case	of	a	memoir,	and	can	read	like	fiction,	while	exhibiting	journalism's	commitment	to	the	truth.	Genres	include:	Biography,	a	narrative	about	a	person's	life	written	by	someone	else	Autobiography,	a	comprehensive	narrative	about	the	author's	life	Memoir,	a	narrative
about	a	particular	aspect	of	the	author's	life	Self-help	or	inspirational	books,	offering	advice	or	wisdom	about	a	topic,	often	with	illustrative	examples,	that	readers	can	apply	to	their	own	lives	Personal	essay,	a	short	work	of	autobiography	that	may	include	instructions	or	a	takeaway	beyond	the	narrative	elements	Blogging,online	content	published
that	reflects	the	author's	personal	style	and	interests	and	employs	literary	techniques	to	engage	audiences	Many	authors	of	creative	nonfiction	conduct	extensive	research	into	their	topics	or	draw	upon	personal	experience	in	order	to	educate	readers,	while	offering	a	compelling	reading	experience.	Examples	of	creative	nonfiction:Rebecca	Skloot's
The	Immortal	Life	of	Henrietta	Lacks	and	Jeannette	Walls's	The	Glass	Castle.	Hybrid	forms	Hybrid	forms	of	creative	writing	combine	two	or	more	genres	or	writing	with	other	media	in	order	to	push	the	boundaries	of	what's	possible	on	the	page.	For	example,	graphic	novels	and	comic	books	combine	storytelling	with	visual	artwork,	while	digital
interactive	literature	allows	readers	to	choose	their	own	adventure	through	a	story	byclicking	hypertext.	Other	possibilities	include:	Poems	printed	on	subway	doors.	Novels	that	feature	other	written	forms	such	as	postcards,	photos,	letters,	and	marginal	notes.	Collages	that	piece	together	scraps	of	writing	from	diverse	sourcesto	create	new	meaning.
As	a	creative	writer,	you	can	combinetraditional	writing	with	new	technologies,	media,	and	art	forms	toengage	readers	infresh,	unexpected	ways.	Hybrid	creative	writing	examples:	Truman	Capote's	In	Cold	Bloodand	Art	Spiegelman's	Maus.	Benefits	of	creative	writing	Creative	writing	offers	many	rewards	to	writers	and	readers	alike,	as	well	as	to
society	at	large.	As	a	writer,	you	can	express	your	ideas	in	a	variety	of	ways,	create	an	outlet	for	your	creativity,	and	even	launch	a	writing	career.	In	encountering	creative	works,	readers	can	feel	inspired	and	entertained,	while	gaining	exposure	to	different	viewpoints	and	ways	of	life.	Society	benefits	fromcreative	writing,	particularly	from	works	that
are	culturally	and	historically	significant,	call	for	social	change,	and	motivate	communities	to	take	action.	Check	out	my	article,	"How	to	Write	Creatively:	A	Guide	to	Turning	Ideas	into	Masterpieces."	How	to	start	creative	writing	Getting	your	start	in	creative	writing	is	an	exciting	endeavor,	given	all	the	options	you	have	and	the	benefits	you	can
enjoy.	The	beginning	of	the	journey	is	often	full	of	inspiration,	as	well	as	questions	about	the	best	place	to	start	and	how	to	write	your	best	work.	This	guide	will	walk	you	through	four	strategies	for	getting	started	with	confidenceand	see	your	ideas	take	shape	on	the	page:	1.	Explore	creative	writing	possibilities.	Spend	some	time	investigating	your
options	in	creative	writing,	including	the	styles	and	categories	that	most	interest	you,	the	different	techniques	you	can	practice,	and	what	it	feels	like	to	express	your	ideas	in	writing.	Understanding	the	full	scope	of	what's	possible	gives	you	the	freedom	to	choose	the	best	creative	path	for	you.	For	example,	you	might	start	out	writing	poetry	and	later
discover	that	you	are	truly	a	storyteller	with	a	whole	novel	(or	several!)	inside	you.	A	few	ways	to	explore	possibilities	include	reading	extensively	across	genres,	searching	the	internet	for	more	information	about	creative	writing,	and	using	writing	prompts.	Learn	more	about	styles	in	my	article	"14	Creative	Writing	Styles	to	Explore	in	Your	Next
Project	(with	Examples	+	Exercises)."	2.	Invest	in	basic	creative	writing	tools.	To	get	words	on	paper	and	unlock	your	creativity,	you'll	need	tools	that	youenjoy	using	and	that	offer	several	key	functions.	At	the	most	basic,	you'll	need	a	notebook	and	writing	utensil.	Writing	by	hand	can	be	a	fulfilling	experience,	in	that	you	can	feel	the	sensations	of
your	hand	holding	a	pen	and	hear	the	scribbling	sounds	of	words	appearing.	You	can	also	thumb	through	the	pages	of	your	notebook,	unlike	writing	in	electronic	files,	and	see	a	tangible	record	of	your	ideas	Eventually,	however,	you	will	likely	find	it	useful	to	invest	in	a	laptop	or	tablet	or	installwriting	software	and	productivity	apps	on	devices	you
already	have.	Keeping	digital	files	of	your	writing	makes	it	easier	to	organize	your	work	and	revise	it	directly	in	the	electronic	documents.	Learn	about	AI	writing	and	how	to	use	generative	AI	technology	to	boost	your	creativity	HERE.	3.	Take	creative	writing	classes.	You	can	find	creative	writing	classes	that	focus	on	a	variety	of	topics	and	techniques,
like	storytelling,	poetry,	screenwriting,	developing	characters,	writing	outlines,	and	more.	Taking	classes	in	creative	classes,	whether	in	person	or	online,	is	a	valuable	early	step	in	starting	your	creative	writing	journey.	You	gain	experience	with	the	latest	techniques	in	a	given	genre	and	have	access	to	an	experienced	instructor	who	can	guide	you
through	different	exercises	and	answer	your	questions.	There	are	also	plenty	of	self-study	online	courses	that	allow	you	to	learn	in	private	at	your	own	pace.	To	choose	the	right	class	or	course	for	you,	read	the	descriptions	carefully,	particularly	what	you'll	learn	and	the	outcomes	you	can	anticipate,	to	make	sure	you	are	working	toward	your	writing
goals.	4.	Establish	a	writing	habit.	Writing	consistently	is	what	helps	you	to	build	skills	and	complete	projects	you	may	have	in	mind.	Set	aside	time	each	week,	such	as	every	evening	after	dinner	or	every	Saturday	morning,	to	create	a	routine	you	can	rely	on.	Always	have	a	goal	for	each	writing	session,	such	as:	The	more	consistently	you	practice	and
learn	writing,	the	better	and	more	sophisticated	your	work	will	become.	Learn	more	about	the	writing	process	and	its	importanceHERE.	Additional	creative	writing	resources	Curious	to	keep	exploring	the	creative	writing	life?	Ive	got	tons	more	resources	to	help	you	get	started,	stay	inspired,	and	deepen	your	craft.	Check	out	these	next	reads.	Sources
Launch	your	creative	writing	journey.	Ready	to	explore	your	creativity	and	take	your	writing	to	the	next	level?	Sign	up	for	my	email	list	to	receive	exclusive	tips,	inspiration,	and	strategies	that	will	help	you	uncover	the	full	potential	of	your	creative	voice.	Start	your	journey	as	a	creative	writer	today!	Academic	discipline	concerned	with	creating
literatureFor	the	television	episode,	see	Creative	Writing	(My	Name	Is	Earl).Creative	writing	is	any	writing	that	goes	beyond	the	boundaries	of	normal	professional,	journalistic,	academic,	or	technical	forms	of	literature,	typically	identified	by	an	emphasis	on	craft	and	technique,	such	as	narrative	structure,	character	development,	literary	tropes,
genre,	and	poetics.	Both	fictional	and	non-fictional	works	fall	into	this	category,	including	such	forms	as	novels,	biographies,	short	stories,	poems,	and	even	some	forms	of	journalism.	In	academic	settings,	creative	writing	is	typically	separated	into	fiction	and	poetry	classes,	with	a	focus	on	writing	in	an	original	style,	as	opposed	to	imitating	pre-
existing	genres	such	as	crime	or	horror.	Writing	for	the	screen	and	stagescreenwriting	and	playwritingare	often	taught	separately,	but	fit	under	the	creative	writing	category	as	well.Creative	writing	can	technically	be	considered	any	writing	of	original	composition.	In	this	sense,	creative	writing	is	a	more	contemporary	and	process-oriented	name	for
what	has	been	traditionally	called	literature,	including	the	variety	of	its	genres.	In	her	work,	Foundations	of	Creativity,	Mary	Lee	Marksberry	references	Paul	Witty	and	Lou	LaBrant's	Teaching	the	People's	Language	to	define	creative	writing.	Marksberry	notes:Witty	and	LaBrant...[say	creative	writing]	is	a	composition	of	any	type	of	writing	at	any
time	primarily	in	the	service	of	such	needs	asthe	need	for	keeping	records	of	significant	experience,the	need	for	sharing	experience	with	an	interested	group,	andthe	need	for	free	individual	expression	which	contributes	to	mental	and	physical	health.[1]This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Relevant	discussion	may	be	found	on	the
talk	page.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(August	2010)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)Unlike	academic	writing	classes	that	teach	students	to	write	based	on	the	rules	of	language,	creative	writing	focuses	on	students'	self-
expression.[2]	While	creative	writing	as	an	educational	subject	is	often	available	at	various	stages	of	primary	and	secondary	school	(K12),	the	most	refined	teaching	of	creative	writing	is	in	universities.[3][4]	Following	a	reworking	of	university	education	in	the	post-war	era,	creative	writing	courses	have	gained	increasing	prominence	in	universities.[4]
In	the	UK,	the	first	formal	creative	writing	program	was	established	as	a	Master	of	Arts	degree	at	the	University	of	East	Anglia	in	1970	by	the	novelists	Malcolm	Bradbury	and	Angus	Wilson.[5]	With	the	beginning	of	formal	creative	writing	programs:For	the	first	time	in	the	sad	and	enchanting	history	of	literature,	for	the	first	time	in	the	glorious	and
dreadful	history	of	the	world,	the	writer	was	welcome	in	the	academic	place.	If	the	mind	could	be	honored	there,	why	not	the	imagination?[6]Creative	writing	programs	are	typically	available	to	writers	from	the	high	school	level	all	the	way	through	graduate	school/university	and	adult	education.	These	programs	are	traditionally	housed	in	English
departments,	but	creative	writing	programs	have	increasingly	spun	off	into	their	own	departments.	Creative	writing	undergraduate	degrees	tend	to	be	Bachelor	of	Arts	(BA)	or	Bachelor	of	Fine	Arts	(BFA)	degrees,	but	Bachelor	of	Science	(BSc)	degrees	also	exist.[7][8]	Postgraduate	courses	include	Master	of	Arts,	Master	of	Fine	Arts,	or	Master	of
Studies.	Ph.D.	programs	are	also	becoming	more	prevalent	in	the	field,	as	more	writers	attempt	to	bridge	the	gap	between	academic	study	and	artistic	pursuit.[9][10]Creative	writers	often	place	an	emphasis	on	either	fiction	or	poetry,	and	often	starting	with	short	stories	or	poems.	Students	then	make	a	schedule	based	on	this	emphasis,	including
reading	assignments,	regular	writing	tasks,	and	workshops	to	strengthen	their	skills,	knowledge	and	techniques.	Screenwriting	and	playwriting	courses	may	be	housed	in	film	and	theatre	departments	as	well	as	creative	writing	departments.	Creative	writing	students	are	encouraged	to	get	involved	in	extracurricular	writing-based	activities,	such	as
publishing	clubs,	school	literary	magazines	or	newspapers,	writing	contests,	writing	colonies	or	conventions,	and	extended	education	classes.[10]Creative	writing	is	usually	taught	in	a	workshop	format,	where	students	submit	original	work	for	peer	critique.	Students	also	develop	a	writing	process	through	the	practice	of	writing	and	re-writing.
Courses	also	teach	the	means	to	exploit	or	access	latent	creativity,	and	may	teach	more	technical	issues	such	as	editing,	narrative	structure,	literary	techniques,	genres,	idea	generation,	or	overcoming	writer's	block.	Writers	such	as	Michael	Chabon,	Kazuo	Ishiguro,	Kevin	Brockmeier,	Ian	McEwan,	Karl	Kirchwey,[11]	Rose	Tremain,	David	Benioff,
Darren	Star	and	Peter	Farrelly	have	graduated	from	university	creative	writing	programs.[citation	needed]Many	educators	find	that	using	creative	writing	can	increase	students'	academic	performance	and	psychological	resilience.	The	activity	of	completing	small	goals	consistentlyrather	than	having	unfinished	big	goalsengenders	pride,	which
releases	dopamine	and	increases	motivation.	Students	build	resilience	by	documenting	and	analyzing	their	experiences,	providing	new	perspectives	on	old	situations	and	providing	a	means	to	sort	emotions.	It	also	increases	a	student's	level	of	compassion	and	creates	a	sense	of	community	among	students	in	what	could	otherwise	be	deemed	an
isolating	classroom.[12]Creative	writing	may	have	an	influence	not	only	on	native-speaking	students	but	also	on	international	students.[13]	Educators	who	advocate	for	creative	writing	say	incorporating	creative	writing	classes	or	exercises	has	the	potential	to	develop	students	into	better	readers,	analysts,	and	writers.[13]	These	same	people	say
creative	writing	can	have	similar	effects	on	international	students	by	acting	as	a	platform	for	them	to	share	their	own	heritage,	experiences,	and	values.[13]	Scholar	Youngjoo	Yi	conducted	a	case	study	that	tested	this	idea	over	two	years.	Yi	focused	on	an	international	student	from	Korea	and	examined	how	her	creative	writing	class	influenced	her	in-
school	and	out-of-school	writing.	He	concluded	that	taking	the	creative	writing	class	made	her	a	more	confident	writernot	only	in	English	but	also	in	other	languagesand	the	projects	done	in	her	creative	writing	class	encouraged	her	to	express	and	connect	her	Korean	heritage	with	her	English	writing.[14]	Argument	and	research	writing	is	a	major
focus	in	the	field	of	composition	studies.	The	focus	on	academic	writing	tends	to	leave	little	room	for	creative	writing	in	writing	studies.[15]	Gregory	Stephens	suggests	thatfocusing	heavily	on	academic	writing	prevents	students	from	developing	their	own	unique	writing	style	and	voice.[16]	When	he	applied	creative	writing	pedagogy	techniques	to
STEM	students	at	the	University	of	Puerto	Rico-Mayaguez,	he	found	exercises	such	as	"self-characterization"	and	storytelling	assignments	helped	his	STEM	students	develop	empathy,	self-awareness,	and	a	narrative	voice.	He	suggests	these	skills	are	transferable	to	real-world	situations	such	as	professional	settings.[16]	By	engaging	in	creative
writing	exercises,	students	are	able	to	break	free	from	the	"constraints	of	formal	thinking	and	writing"	of	academic	writing,	potentially	boosting	students	confidence,	creativity,	and	overall	writing	skills.[17]Creative	writing	is	considered	by	some	academics	(mostly	in	the	US)	to	be	an	extension	of	English	studies,	although	it	is	taught	around	the	world
in	many	languages.	Some	academics	see	creative	writing	as	a	challenge	to	the	tradition	in	English	studies	of	dealing	with	the	critical	study	of	literary	forms,	not	the	creation	of	literary	forms.	In	the	United	Kingdom	and	Australia,	as	well	as	increasingly	in	the	US	and	the	rest	of	the	world,	creative	writing	is	considered	a	discipline	in	its	own	right,	not
an	offshoot	of	any	other	discipline.To	say	that	the	creative	has	no	part	in	education	is	to	argue	that	a	university	is	not	universal.[18]Those	who	support	creative	writing	programseither	as	part	of	or	separate	from	the	study	of	Englishargue	for	the	academic	worth	of	the	experience.	They	suggest	creative	writing	hones	the	students'	abilities	to	clearly
express	their	thoughts	and	entails	an	in-depth	study	of	literary	terms	and	mechanisms	that	can	improve	the	writers'	work.	The	planning,	development,	critical	analysis	and	creative	problem-solving	skills	are	further	used	in	other	areas	beyond	creative	writing.[citation	needed]Some	people	suggest	that	creative	writing	cannot	be	taught.	In	an	article	for
the	New	Yorker,	essayist	Louis	Menand	quotes	Kay	Boyle,	the	director	of	the	creative	writing	program	at	San	Francisco	State	University	for	sixteen	years,	who	said,	"all	creative-writing	programs	ought	to	be	abolished	by	law".[19]	The	pedagogy	of	creative	writing	is	also	a	source	of	debate.	Critics	of	MFA	and	English	graduate	programs	say	the
methods	of	instruction	discriminate	against	people	with	disabilities,	emphasizing	writing	practices	such	as	daily	writing	requirements	or	location-based	writing	that	students	with	chronic	illnesses,	physical	or	mental	health	barriers,	and	neurodivergency	are	unable	to	access.[20]	The	selection	of	texts	used	in	traditional	creative	writing	programs	has
also	been	criticized,	with	scholars	such	as	Caleb	Gonzlez	saying	that	the	Western	literary	canon	and	writing	pedagogy	are	"historically	rooted	and	linked	to	exclusion	and	structural	racism	in	creative	writing	programs".[21]In	the	late	1960s,	American	prisons	began	implementing	creative	writing	programs	due	to	the	prisoner	rights	movement	that
stemmed	from	events	such	as	the	Attica	Prison	riot.[22]	These	creative	writing	programs,	like	other	art	programs,	aim	to	provide	education,	structure,	and	a	creative	outlet	to	encourage	rehabilitation	of	prisoners.	These	programs'	continuation	relies	heavily	on	volunteers	and	outside	financial	support	from	sources	such	as	authors	and	activist	groups.
[22]The	Poets	Playwrights	Essayists	Editors	and	Novelists,	known	as	PEN,	were	among	the	most	significant	contributors	to	creative	writing	programs	in	America.	In	1971,	PEN	established	the	Prison	Writing	Committee	to	implement	and	advocate	for	creative	writing	programs	in	prisons	throughout	the	U.S.	The	PEN	Writing	Committee	improved
prison	libraries,	inspired	volunteer	writers	to	teach	prisoners,	persuaded	authors	to	host	workshops,	and	founded	an	annual	literary	competition	for	prisoners.	Workshops	and	classes	help	prisoners	build	self-esteem,	make	healthy	social	connections,	and	learn	new	skills,	which	can	ease	prisoner	reentry	(reoffending).[22]Creative	writing	programs
offered	in	juvenile	correction	facilities	have	also	proved	beneficial.	In	Alabama,	Writing	Our	Stories	began	in	1997	as	an	anti-violence	initiative	to	encourage	positive	self-expression	among	incarcerated	youths.	The	program	found	that	participants	gained	confidence,	the	ability	to	empathize	and	see	their	peers	in	a	more	positive	light,	and	the
motivation	to	want	to	return	to	society	and	live	a	more	productive	life.[23]One	California	study	of	prison	fine	arts	programs	found	that	art	education	increased	emotional	control	and	decreased	disciplinary	reports.	Participation	in	creative	writing	and	other	art	programs	results	in	significant	positive	outcomes	for	the	inmates'	mental	health,	their
relationships	with	their	families,	and	the	facility's	environment.	The	study	found	that	improved	writing	skills	enhanced	participants'	abilities	in	other	academic	areas	of	study.[24]	Teaching	prisoners	creative	writing	can	encourage	literacy,	teach	necessary	life	skills,	and	provide	prisoners	with	an	outlet	to	express	regret,	accountability,	responsibility,
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RichmondRetrieved	from	"	A	lot	falls	under	the	term	creative	writing:	poetry,	short	fiction,	plays,	novels,	personal	essays,	and	songs,	to	name	just	a	few.	By	virtue	of	the	creativity	that	characterizes	it,	creative	writing	is	an	extremely	versatile	art.	So	instead	of	defining	what	creative	writing	is,	it	may	be	easier	to	understand	what	it	does	by	looking	at
examples	that	demonstrate	the	sheer	range	of	styles	and	genres	under	its	vast	umbrella.	To	that	end,	weve	collected	a	non-exhaustive	list	of	works	across	multiple	formats	that	have	inspired	the	writers	here	at	Reedsy.	With	20	different	works	to	explore,	we	hope	they	will	inspire	you,	too.	Poetry	People	have	been	writing	creatively	for	almost	as	long
as	we	have	been	able	to	hold	pens.	Just	think	of	long-form	epic	poems	like	The	Odyssey	or,	later,	the	Cantar	de	Mio	Cid	some	of	the	earliest	recorded	writings	of	their	kind.	Poetry	is	also	a	great	place	to	start	if	you	want	to	dip	your	own	pen	into	the	inkwell	of	creative	writing.	It	can	be	as	short	or	long	as	you	want	(you	dont	have	to	write	an	epic	of
Homeric	proportions),	encourages	you	to	build	your	observation	skills,	and	often	speaks	from	a	single	point	of	view.	Here	are	a	few	examples:	Ozymandias	by	Percy	Bysshe	Shelley	Nothing	beside	remains.	Round	the	decay	Of	that	colossal	Wreck,	boundless	and	bare	The	lone	and	level	sands	stretch	far	away.	Photo:	Unsplash/Mahdiye	JV	This	classic
poem	by	Romantic	poet	Percy	Shelley	(also	known	as	Mary	Shelleys	husband)	is	all	about	legacy.	What	do	we	leave	behind?	How	will	we	be	remembered?	The	great	king	Ozymandias	built	himself	a	massive	statue,	proclaiming	his	might,	but	the	irony	is	that	his	statue	doesnt	survive	the	ravages	of	time.	By	framing	this	poem	as	told	to	him	by	a
traveller	from	an	antique	land,	Shelley	effectively	turns	this	into	a	story.	Along	with	the	careful	use	of	juxtaposition	to	create	irony,	this	poem	accomplishes	a	lot	in	just	a	few	lines.	A	direction.	An	object.	My	love,	it	needs	a	place	to	rest.	Say	anything.	Im	listening.	Im	ready	to	believe.	Even	lies,	I	dont	care.	Poetry	is	cherished	for	its	ability	to	evoke
strong	emotions	from	the	reader	using	very	few	words	which	is	exactly	what	Dorianne	Laux	does	in	Trying	to	Raise	the	Dead.	With	vivid	imagery	that	underscores	the	painful	yearning	of	the	narrator,	she	transports	us	to	a	private	nighttime	scene	as	the	narrator	sneaks	away	from	a	party	to	pray	to	someone	theyve	lost.	We	ache	for	their	loss	and	how
badly	they	want	their	lost	loved	one	to	acknowledge	them	in	some	way.	Its	truly	a	masterclass	on	how	writing	can	be	used	to	portray	emotions.	If	you	find	yourself	inspired	to	try	out	some	poetry	and	maybe	even	get	it	published	check	out	these	poetry	layouts	that	can	elevate	your	verse!	Song	Lyrics	Poetrys	closely	related	cousin,	song	lyrics	are
another	great	way	to	flex	your	creative	writing	muscles.	You	not	only	have	to	find	the	perfect	rhyme	scheme	but	also	match	it	to	the	rhythm	of	the	music.	This	can	be	a	great	challenge	for	an	experienced	poet	or	the	musically	inclined.	To	see	how	music	can	add	something	extra	to	your	poetry,	check	out	these	two	examples:	Hallelujah	by	Leonard
Cohen	You	say	I	took	the	name	in	vain	I	don't	even	know	the	name	But	if	I	did,	well,	really,	what's	it	to	ya?	There's	a	blaze	of	light	in	every	word	It	doesn't	matter	which	you	heard	The	holy	or	the	broken	Hallelujah	Metaphors	are	commonplace	in	almost	every	kind	of	creative	writing,	but	will	often	take	center	stage	in	shorter	works	like	poetry	and
songs.	At	the	slightest	mention,	they	invite	the	listener	to	bring	their	emotional	or	cultural	experience	to	the	piece,	allowing	the	writer	to	express	more	with	fewer	words	while	also	giving	it	a	deeper	meaning.	If	a	whole	song	is	couched	in	metaphor,	you	might	even	be	able	to	find	multiple	meanings	to	it,	like	in	Leonard	Cohens	Hallelujah.	While
Cohens	Biblical	references	create	a	song	that,	on	the	surface,	seems	like	its	about	a	struggle	with	religion,	the	ambiguity	of	the	lyrics	has	allowed	it	to	be	seen	as	a	song	about	a	complicated	romantic	relationship.	I	Will	Follow	You	into	the	Dark	by	Death	Cab	for	Cutie	If	Heaven	and	Hell	decide	that	they	both	are	satisfied	Illuminate	the	no's	on	their
vacancy	signs	If	there's	no	one	beside	you	when	your	soul	embarks	Then	I'll	follow	you	into	the	dark	Photo:	Unsplash/Mike	Cox	You	can	think	of	song	lyrics	as	poetry	set	to	music.	They	manage	to	do	many	of	the	same	things	their	literary	counterparts	do	including	tugging	on	your	heartstrings.	Death	Cab	for	Cuties	incredibly	popular	indie	rock	ballad
is	about	the	singers	deep	devotion	to	his	lover.	While	some	might	find	the	song	a	bit	too	dark	and	macabre,	its	melancholy	tune	and	poignant	lyrics	remind	us	that	love	can	endure	beyond	death.	Plays	and	Screenplays	From	the	short	form	of	poetry,	we	move	into	the	world	of	drama	also	known	as	the	play.	This	form	is	as	old	as	the	poem,	stretching
back	to	the	works	of	ancient	Greek	playwrights	like	Sophocles,	who	adapted	the	myths	of	their	day	into	dramatic	form.	The	stage	play	(and	the	more	modern	screenplay)	gives	the	words	on	the	page	a	literal	human	voice,	bringing	life	to	a	story	and	its	characters	entirely	through	dialogue.	Interested	to	see	what	that	looks	like?	Take	a	look	at	these
examples:	All	My	Sons	by	Arthur	Miller	I	know	you're	no	worse	than	most	men	but	I	thought	you	were	better.	I	never	saw	you	as	a	man.	I	saw	you	as	my	father.	Image:	Old	Vic	Arthur	Miller	acts	as	a	bridge	between	the	classic	and	the	new,	creating	20th	century	tragedies	that	take	place	in	living	rooms	and	backyard	instead	of	royal	courts,	so	we	had
to	include	his	breakout	hit	on	this	list.	Set	in	the	backyard	of	an	all-American	family	in	the	summer	of	1946,	this	tragedy	manages	to	communicate	family	tensions	in	an	unimaginable	scale,	building	up	to	an	intense	climax	reminiscent	of	classical	drama.	Read	more	about	Arthur	Miller	and	classical	influences	in	our	breakdown	of	Freytags	pyramid.
Everything	is	Fine	by	Michael	Schur	(The	Good	Place)	Well,	then	this	system	sucks.	What...one	in	a	million	gets	to	live	in	paradise	and	everyone	else	is	tortured	for	eternity?	Come	on!	I	mean,	I	wasn't	freaking	Gandhi,	but	I	was	okay.	I	was	a	medium	person.	I	should	get	to	spend	eternity	in	a	medium	place!	Like	Cincinnati.	Everyone	who	wasn't
perfect	but	wasn't	terrible	should	get	to	spend	eternity	in	Cincinnati.	A	screenplay,	especially	a	TV	pilot,	is	like	a	mini-play,	but	with	the	extra	job	of	convincing	an	audience	that	they	want	to	watch	a	hundred	more	episodes	of	the	show.	Blending	moral	philosophy	with	comedy,	The	Good	Place	is	a	fun	hang-out	show	set	in	the	afterlife	that	asks	some
big	questions	about	what	it	means	to	be	good.	It	follows	Eleanor	Shellstrop,	an	incredibly	imperfect	woman	from	Arizona	who	wakes	up	in	The	Good	Place	and	realizes	that	theres	been	a	cosmic	mixup.	Determined	not	to	lose	her	place	in	paradise,	she	recruits	her	soulmate,	a	former	ethics	professor,	to	teach	her	philosophy	with	the	hope	that	she	can
learn	to	be	a	good	person	and	keep	up	her	charade	of	being	an	upstanding	citizen.	The	pilot	does	a	superb	job	of	setting	up	the	stakes,	the	story,	and	the	characters,	while	smuggling	in	deep	philosophical	ideas.	Personal	essays	Our	first	foray	into	nonfiction	on	this	list	is	the	personal	essay.	As	its	name	suggests,	these	stories	are	in	some	way
autobiographical	concerned	with	the	authors	life	and	experiences.	But	dont	be	fooled	by	the	realistic	component.	These	essays	can	take	any	shape	or	form,	from	comics	to	diary	entries	to	recipes	and	anything	else	you	can	imagine.	Typically	zeroing	in	on	a	single	issue,	they	allow	you	to	explore	your	life	and	prove	that	the	personal	can	be	universal.
Here	are	a	couple	of	fantastic	examples:	On	Selling	Your	First	Novel	After	11	Years	by	Min	Jin	Lee	(Literary	Hub)	There	was	so	much	to	learn	and	practice,	but	I	began	to	see	the	prose	in	verse	and	the	verse	in	prose.	Patterns	surfaced	in	poems,	stories,	and	plays.	There	was	music	in	sentences	and	paragraphs.	I	could	hear	the	silences	in	a	sentence.
All	this	schooling	was	like	getting	x-ray	vision	and	animal-like	hearing.	Photo:	Unsplash/Ed	Robertson	This	deeply	honest	personal	essay	by	Pachinko	author	Min	Jin	Lee	is	an	account	of	her	eleven-year	struggle	to	publish	her	first	novel.	Like	all	good	writing,	it	is	intensely	focused	on	personal	emotional	details.	While	grounded	in	the	specifics	of	the
author's	personal	journey,	it	embodies	an	experience	that	is	absolutely	universal:	that	of	difficulty	and	adversity	met	by	eventual	success.	A	Cyclist	on	the	English	Landscape	by	Roff	Smith	(New	York	Times)	These	images,	though,	arent	meant	to	be	about	me.	Theyre	meant	to	represent	a	cyclist	on	the	landscape,	anybody	you,	perhaps.	Roff	Smiths
gorgeous	photo	essay	for	the	NYT	is	a	testament	to	the	power	of	creatively	combining	visuals	with	text.	Here,	photographs	of	Smith	atop	a	bike	are	far	from	simply	ornamental.	Theyre	integral	to	the	ruminative	mood	of	the	essay,	as	essential	as	the	writing.	Though	Smith	places	his	work	at	the	crosscurrents	of	various	aesthetic	influences	(such	as	the
painter	Edward	Hopper),	what	stands	out	the	most	in	this	taciturn,	thoughtful	piece	of	writing	is	his	use	of	the	second	person	to	address	the	reader	directly.	Suddenly,	the	writer	steps	out	of	the	body	of	the	essay	and	makes	eye	contact	with	the	reader.	The	reader	is	now	part	of	the	story	as	a	second	character,	finally	entering	the	picture.	Short	Fiction
The	short	story	is	the	happy	medium	of	fiction	writing.	These	bite-sized	narratives	can	be	devoured	in	a	single	sitting	and	still	leave	you	reeling.	Sometimes	viewed	as	a	stepping	stone	to	novel	writing,	that	couldnt	be	further	from	the	truth.	Short	story	writing	is	an	art	all	its	own.	The	limited	length	means	every	word	counts	and	theres	no	better	way	to
see	that	than	with	these	two	examples:	An	MFA	Story	by	Paul	Dalla	Rosa	(Electric	Literature)	At	Starbucks,	I	remembered	a	reading	Zhen	had	given,	a	reading	organized	by	the	programs	faculty.	I	had	not	wanted	to	go	but	did.	In	the	bar,	he	read,	"I	wrote	this	in	a	Starbucks	in	Shanghai.	On	the	bank	of	the	Huangpu."	It	wasnt	an	aside	or	introduction.
It	was	two	lines	of	the	poem.	I	was	in	a	Starbucks	and	I	wasnt	writing	any	poems.	I	wasnt	writing	anything.	Photo	via	unsplash	This	short	story	is	a	delightfully	metafictional	tale	about	the	struggles	of	being	a	writer	in	New	York.	From	paying	the	bills	to	facing	criticism	in	a	writing	workshop	and	envying	more	productive	writers,	Paul	Dalla	Rosas	story
is	a	clever	satire	of	the	tribulations	involved	in	the	writing	profession,	and	all	the	contradictions	embodied	by	systemic	creativity	(as	famously	laid	out	in	Mark	McGurls	The	Program	Era).	Whats	more,	this	story	is	an	excellent	example	of	something	that	often	happens	in	creative	writing:	a	writer	casting	light	on	the	private	thoughts	or	moments	of
doubt	we	dont	admit	to	or	openly	talk	about.	Flowering	Walrus	by	Scott	Skinner	(Reedsy)	I	tell	him	theyd	been	there	a	month	at	least,	and	he	looks	concerned.	He	has	my	tongue	on	a	tissue	paper	and	is	gripping	its	sides	with	his	pointer	and	thumb.	My	tongue	has	never	spent	much	time	outside	of	my	mouth,	and	I	imagine	it	as	a	walrus	basking	in	the
rays	of	the	dental	light.	My	walrus	is	not	well.	A	winner	of	Reedsys	weekly	Prompts	writing	contest,	Flowering	Walrus	is	a	story	that	balances	the	trivial	and	the	serious	well.	In	the	pauses	between	its	excellent,	natural	dialogue,	the	story	manages	to	scatter	the	fear	and	sadness	of	bad	medical	news,	as	the	protagonist	hides	his	worries	from	his	wife
and	daughter.	Rich	in	subtext,	these	silences	grow	and	resonate	with	the	readers.	Want	to	give	short	story	writing	a	go?	Give	our	free	course	a	go!	FREE	COURSE	How	to	Craft	a	Killer	Short	Story	From	pacing	to	character	development,	master	the	elements	of	short	fiction.	Novels	Perhaps	the	thing	that	first	comes	to	mind	when	talking	about	creative
writing,	novels	are	a	form	of	fiction	that	many	people	know	and	love	but	writers	sometimes	find	intimidating.	The	good	news	is	that	novels	are	nothing	but	one	word	put	after	another,	like	any	other	piece	of	writing,	but	expanded	and	put	into	a	flowing	narrative.	Piece	of	cake,	right?	To	get	an	idea	of	the	formats	breadth	of	scope,	take	a	look	at	these
two	(very	different)	satirical	novels:	Convenience	Store	Woman	by	Sayaka	Murata	I	wished	I	was	back	in	the	convenience	store	where	I	was	valued	as	a	working	member	of	staff	and	things	werent	as	complicated	as	this.	Once	we	donned	our	uniforms,	we	were	all	equals	regardless	of	gender,	age,	or	nationality	all	simply	store	workers.	This	cover	was
designed	by	Luke	Bird.	Keiko,	a	thirty-six-year-old	convenience	store	employee,	finds	comfort	and	happiness	in	the	strict,	uneventful	routine	of	the	shops	daily	operations.	A	funny,	satirical,	but	simultaneously	unnerving	examination	of	the	social	structures	we	take	for	granted,	Sayaka	Muratas	Convenience	Store	Woman	is	deeply	original	and	lingers
with	the	reader	long	after	theyve	put	it	down.	Erasure	by	Percival	Everett	The	hard,	gritty	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	I	hardly	ever	think	about	race.	Those	times	when	I	did	think	about	it	a	lot	I	did	so	because	of	my	guilt	for	not	thinking	about	it.	Erasure	is	a	truly	accomplished	satire	of	the	publishing	industrys	tendency	to	essentialize	African	American
authors	and	their	writing.	Everetts	protagonist	is	a	writer	whose	work	doesnt	fit	with	what	publishers	expect	from	him	work	that	describes	the	African	American	experience	so	he	writes	a	parody	novel	about	life	in	the	ghetto.	The	publishers	go	crazy	for	it	and,	to	the	protagonists	horror,	it	becomes	the	next	big	thing.	This	sophisticated	novel	is	both
ironic	and	tender,	leaving	its	readers	with	much	food	for	thought.	Creative	Nonfiction	Creative	nonfiction	is	pretty	broad:	it	applies	to	anything	that	does	not	claim	to	be	fictional	(although	the	rise	of	autofiction	has	definitely	blurred	the	boundaries	between	fiction	and	nonfiction).	It	encompasses	everything	from	personal	essays	and	memoirs	to	humor
writing,	and	they	range	in	length	from	blog	posts	to	full-length	books.	The	defining	characteristic	of	this	massive	genre	is	that	it	takes	the	world	or	the	authors	experience	and	turns	it	into	a	narrative	that	a	reader	can	follow	along	with.	Here,	we	want	to	focus	on	novel-length	works	that	dig	deep	into	their	respective	topics.	While	very	different,	these
two	examples	truly	show	the	breadth	and	depth	of	possibility	of	creative	nonfiction:	Men	We	Reaped	by	Jesmyn	Ward	Mens	bodies	litter	my	family	history.	The	pain	of	the	women	they	left	behind	pulls	them	from	the	beyond,	makes	them	appear	as	ghosts.	In	death,	they	transcend	the	circumstances	of	this	place	that	I	love	and	hate	all	at	once	and
become	supernatural.	Writer	Jesmyn	Ward	recounts	the	deaths	of	five	men	from	her	rural	Mississippi	community	in	as	many	years.	In	her	award-winning	memoir,	she	delves	into	the	lives	of	the	friends	and	family	she	lost	and	tries	to	find	some	sense	among	the	tragedy.	Working	backwards	across	five	years,	she	questions	why	this	had	to	happen	over
and	over	again,	and	slowly	unveils	the	long	history	of	racism	and	poverty	that	rules	rural	Black	communities.	Moving	and	emotionally	raw,	Men	We	Reaped	is	an	indictment	of	a	cruel	system	and	the	story	of	a	woman's	grief	and	rage	as	she	tries	to	navigate	it.	Cork	Dork	by	Bianca	Bosker	He	believed	that	wine	could	reshape	someones	life.	Thats	why
he	preferred	buying	bottles	to	splurging	on	sweaters.	Sweaters	were	things.	Bottles	of	wine,	said	Morgan,	are	ways	that	my	humanity	will	be	changed.	In	this	work	of	immersive	journalism,	Bianca	Bosker	leaves	behind	her	life	as	a	tech	journalist	to	explore	the	world	of	wine.	Becoming	a	cork	dork	takes	her	everywhere	from	New	Yorks	most	refined
restaurants	to	science	labs	while	she	learns	what	it	takes	to	be	a	sommelier	and	a	true	wine	obsessive.	This	funny	and	entertaining	trip	through	the	past	and	present	of	wine-making	and	tasting	is	sure	to	leave	you	better	informed	and	wishing	you,	too,	could	leave	your	life	behind	for	one	devoted	to	wine.	Illustrated	Narratives	(Comics,	graphic	novels)
Once	relegated	to	the	funny	pages,	the	past	forty	years	of	comics	history	have	proven	it	to	be	a	serious	medium.	Comics	have	transformed	from	the	early	days	of	Jack	Kirbys	superheroes	into	a	medium	where	almost	every	genre	is	represented.	Humorous	one-shots	in	the	Sunday	papers	stand	alongside	illustrated	memoirs,	horror,	fantasy,	and	just
about	anything	else	you	can	imagine.	This	type	of	visual	storytelling	lets	the	writer	and	artist	get	creative	with	perspective,	tone,	and	so	much	more.	For	two	very	different,	though	equally	entertaining,	examples,	check	these	out:	Calvin	&	Hobbes	by	Bill	Watterson	"Life	is	like	topography,	Hobbes.	There	are	summits	of	happiness	and	success,	flat
stretches	of	boring	routine	and	valleys	of	frustration	and	failure."	(Image:	Andrews	McMeel	Publishing)	This	beloved	comic	strip	follows	Calvin,	a	rambunctious	six-year-old	boy,	and	his	stuffed	tiger/imaginary	friend,	Hobbes.	They	get	into	all	kinds	of	hijinks	at	school	and	at	home,	and	muse	on	the	world	in	the	way	only	a	six-year-old	and	an
anthropomorphic	tiger	can.	As	laugh-out-loud	funny	as	it	is,	Calvin	&	Hobbes	popularity	persists	as	much	for	its	whimsy	as	its	use	of	humor	to	comment	on	life,	childhood,	adulthood,	and	everything	in	between.	From	Hell	by	Alan	Moore	and	Eddie	Campbell	"I	shall	tell	you	where	we	are.	We're	in	the	most	extreme	and	utter	region	of	the	human	mind.
A	dim,	subconscious	underworld.	A	radiant	abyss	where	men	meet	themselves.	Hell,	Netley.	We're	in	Hell."	Comics	aren't	just	the	realm	of	superheroes	and	one-joke	strips,	as	Alan	Moore	proves	in	this	serialized	graphic	novel	released	between	1989	and	1998.	A	meticulously	researched	alternative	history	of	Victorian	Londons	Ripper	killings,	this
macabre	story	pulls	no	punches.	Fact	and	fiction	blend	into	a	world	where	the	Royal	Family	is	involved	in	a	dark	conspiracy	and	Freemasons	lurk	on	the	sidelines.	Its	a	surreal	mad-cap	adventure	thats	unsettling	in	the	best	way	possible.	Video	Games	and	RPGs	Probably	the	least	expected	entry	on	this	list,	we	thought	that	video	games	and	RPGs	also
deserved	a	mention	and	some	well-earned	recognition	for	the	intricate	storytelling	that	goes	into	creating	them.	Essentially	gamified	adventure	stories,	without	attention	to	plot,	characters,	and	a	narrative	arc,	these	games	would	lose	a	lot	of	their	charm,	so	lets	look	at	two	examples	where	the	creative	writing	really	shines	through:	80	Days	by	inkle
studios	"It	was	a	triumph	of	invention	over	nature,	and	will	almost	certainly	disappear	into	the	dust	once	more	in	the	next	fifty	years."	Image:	inkle	studios	Named	Time	Magazines	game	of	the	year	in	2014,	this	narrative	adventure	is	based	on	Around	the	World	in	80	Days	by	Jules	Verne.	The	player	is	cast	as	the	novels	narrator,	Passpartout,	and
tasked	with	circumnavigating	the	globe	in	service	of	their	employer,	Phileas	Fogg.	Set	in	an	alternate	steampunk	Victorian	era,	the	game	uses	its	globe-trotting	to	comment	on	the	colonialist	fantasies	inherent	in	the	original	novel	and	its	time	period.	On	a	storytelling	level,	the	choose-your-own-adventure	style	means	no	two	players	journeys	will	be	the
same.	This	innovative	approach	to	a	classic	novel	shows	the	potential	of	video	games	as	a	storytelling	medium,	truly	making	the	player	part	of	the	story.	What	Remains	of	Edith	Finch	by	Giant	Sparrow	"If	we	lived	forever,	maybe	we'd	have	time	to	understand	things.	But	as	it	is,	I	think	the	best	we	can	do	is	try	to	open	our	eyes,	and	appreciate	how
strange	and	brief	all	of	this	is."	This	video	game	casts	the	player	as	17-year-old	Edith	Finch.	Returning	to	her	familys	home	on	an	island	in	the	Pacific	northwest,	Edith	explores	the	vast	house	and	tries	to	figure	out	why	shes	the	only	one	of	her	family	left	alive.	The	story	of	each	family	member	is	revealed	as	you	make	your	way	through	the	house,
slowly	unpacking	the	tragic	fate	of	the	Finches.	Eerie	and	immersive,	this	first-person	exploration	game	uses	the	medium	to	tell	a	series	of	truly	unique	tales.	Humor	Fun	and	breezy	on	the	surface,	humor	is	often	recognized	as	one	of	the	trickiest	forms	of	creative	writing.	After	all,	while	you	can	see	the	artistic	value	in	a	piece	of	prose	that	you	dont
necessarily	enjoy,	if	a	joke	isnt	funny,	you	could	say	that	its	objectively	failed.	With	that	said,	its	far	from	an	impossible	task,	and	many	have	succeeded	in	bringing	smiles	to	their	readers	faces	through	their	writing.	Here	are	two	examples:	How	You	Hope	Your	Extended	Family	Will	React	When	You	Explain	Your	Job	to	Them	by	Mike	Lacher
(McSweeneys	Internet	Tendency)	Is	it	true	you	dont	have	desks?	your	grandmother	will	ask.	You	will	nod	again	and	crack	open	a	can	of	Country	Time	Lemonade.	My	stars,	she	will	say,	it	must	be	so	wonderful	to	not	have	a	traditional	office	and	instead	share	a	bistro-esque	coworking	space.	Photo:	Unsplash/Shridhar	Gupta	Satire	and	parody	make	up
a	whole	subgenre	of	creative	writing,	and	websites	like	McSweeneys	Internet	Tendency	and	The	Onion	consistently	hit	the	mark	with	their	parodies	of	magazine	publishing	and	news	media.	This	particular	example	finds	humor	in	the	divide	between	traditional	family	expectations	and	contemporary,	trendy	work	cultures.	Playing	on	the	inherent



silliness	of	todays	tech-forward	middle-class	jobs,	this	witty	piece	imagines	a	scenario	where	the	writers	family	fully	understands	what	they	do	and	are	enthralled	to	hear	more.	Now	is	it	true,	your	uncle	will	whisper,	that	youve	got	a	potential	investment	from	one	of	the	founders	of	I	Can	Haz	Cheezburger?	Not	a	Foodie	by	Hilary	Fitzgerald	Campbell
(Electric	Literature)	Im	not	a	foodie,	I	never	have	been,	and	I	know,	in	my	heart,	I	never	will	be.	Highlighting	what	she	sees	as	an	unbearable	social	obsession	with	food,	in	this	comic	Hilary	Fitzgerald	Campbell	takes	a	hilarious	stand	against	the	importance	of	food.	From	the	writers	courageous	thesis	(I	think	there	are	more	exciting	things	to	talk
about,	and	focus	on	in	life,	than	whats	for	dinner)	to	the	amusing	appearance	of	family	members	and	the	narrators	partner,	Not	a	Foodie	demonstrates	that	even	a	seemingly	mundane	pet	peeve	can	be	approached	creatively	and	even	reveal	something	profound	about	life.	We	hope	this	list	inspires	you	with	your	own	writing.	If	theres	one	thing	you
take	away	from	this	post,	let	it	be	that	there	is	no	limit	to	what	you	can	write	about	or	how	you	can	write	about	it.	In	the	next	part	of	this	guide,	we'll	drill	down	into	the	fascinating	world	of	creative	nonfiction.	Which	types	of	creative	writing	have	you	tried?When	we	talk	about	creative	writing,	fiction	and	poetry	often	take	the	spotlight,	but	there	are
many	other	types	of	creative	writing	that	we	can	explore.Most	writers	develop	a	preference	for	one	form	(and	genre)	above	all	others.	This	can	be	a	good	thing,	because	you	can	specialize	in	your	form	and	genre	and	become	quite	proficient.	However,	occasionally	working	with	other	types	of	writing	is	beneficial.	It	prevents	your	work	from	becoming
stale	and	overladen	with	form-	or	genre-specific	clichs,	and	its	a	good	way	to	acquire	a	variety	of	techniques	that	are	uncommon	in	your	preferred	form	and	genre	but	that	can	be	used	to	enhance	it.Lets	look	at	some	different	types	of	creative	writing.	As	you	read	through	the	list,	note	the	types	of	writing	youve	experimented	with	and	the	types	youd
like	to	try.Types	of	Creative	WritingFree	writing:	Open	a	notebook	or	an	electronic	document	and	just	start	writing.	Allow	strange	words	and	images	to	find	their	way	to	the	page.	Anything	goes!	Also	called	stream-of-consciousness	writing,	free	writing	is	the	pinnacle	of	creative	writing.Journals:	A	journal	is	any	written	log.	You	could	keep	a	gratitude
journal,	a	memory	journal,	a	dream	journal,	or	a	goals	journal.	Many	writers	keep	idea	journals	or	all-purpose	omni-journals	that	can	be	used	for	everything	from	daily	free	writes	to	brainstorming	and	project	planning.Diaries:	A	diary	is	a	type	of	journal	in	which	you	write	about	your	daily	life.	Some	diaries	are	written	in	letter	format	(Dear	Diary).	If
you	ever	want	to	write	a	memoir,	then	its	a	good	idea	to	start	keeping	a	diary.Letters:	Because	the	ability	to	communicate	effectively	is	increasingly	valuable,	letter	writing	is	a	useful	skill.	There	is	a	long	tradition	of	publishing	letters,	so	take	extra	care	with	those	emails	youre	shooting	off	to	friends,	family,	and	business	associates.	Hot	tip:	one	way	to
get	published	if	you	dont	have	a	lot	of	clips	and	credits	is	to	write	letters	to	the	editor	of	a	news	publication.Memoir:	A	genre	of	creative	nonfiction,	memoirs	are	books	that	contain	personal	accounts	(or	stories)	that	focus	on	specific	experiences.	For	example,	one	might	write	a	travel	memoir.Essays.	Essays	are	often	associated	with	academic	writing,
but	there	are	many	types	of	essays,	including	personal	essays,	descriptive	essays,	and	persuasive	essays,	all	of	which	can	be	quite	creative	(and	not	especially	academic).Journalism:	Some	forms	of	journalism	are	more	creative	than	others.	Traditionally,	journalism	was	objective	reporting	on	facts,	people,	and	events.	Today,	journalists	often	infuse
their	writing	with	opinion	and	storytelling	to	make	their	pieces	more	compelling	or	convincing.Poetry:	Poetry	is	a	popular	but	under-appreciated	type	of	writing,	and	its	easily	the	most	artistic	form	of	writing.	You	can	write	form	poetry,	free-form	poetry,	and	prose	poetry.Song	Lyrics:	Song	lyrics	combine	the	craft	of	writing	with	the	artistry	of	music.
Composing	lyrics	is	similar	to	writing	poetry,	and	this	is	an	ideal	type	of	writing	for	anyone	who	can	play	a	musical	instrument.Scripts:	Hit	the	screen	or	the	stage	by	writing	scripts	for	film,	television,	theater,	or	video	games.	Beware:	film	is	a	directors	medium,	not	a	writers	medium,	but	movies	have	the	potential	to	reach	a	non-reading
audience.Storytelling:	Storytelling	is	the	most	popular	form	of	creative	writing	and	is	found	in	the	realms	of	both	fiction	and	nonfiction	writing.	Popular	forms	of	fiction	include	flash	fiction,	short	stories,	novellas,	and	full-length	novels;	and	there	are	tons	of	genres	to	choose	from.	True	stories,	which	are	usually	firsthand	or	secondhand	accounts	of	real
people	and	events,	can	be	found	in	essays,	diaries,	memoirs,	speeches,	and	more.	Storytelling	is	a	tremendously	valuable	skill,	as	it	can	be	found	in	all	other	forms	of	writing,	from	poetry	to	speech	writing.Speeches:	Whether	persuasive,	inspirational,	or	informative,	speech	writing	can	lead	to	interesting	career	opportunities	in	almost	any	field	or
industry.	Also,	speech-writing	skills	will	come	in	handy	if	youre	ever	asked	to	write	and	deliver	a	speech	at	an	important	event,	such	as	a	graduation,	wedding,	or	award	ceremony.Vignettes:	Avignette	is	defined	as	a	brief	evocative	description,	account,	or	episode.	Vignettes	can	be	poems,	stories,	descriptions,	personal	accountsanything	goes	really.
The	key	is	that	a	vignette	is	extremely	short	just	a	quick	snippet.Honorable	Mention:	Blogs.	A	blog	is	not	a	type	of	writing;	its	a	publishing	platform	a	piece	of	technology	that	displays	web-based	content	on	an	electronic	device.	A	blog	can	be	used	to	publish	any	type	of	writing.	Most	blogs	feature	articles	and	essays,	but	you	can	also	find	blogs	that
contain	diaries	or	journals,	poetry,	fiction,	journalism,	and	more.Which	of	these	types	of	creative	writing	have	you	tried?	Are	there	any	forms	of	writing	on	this	list	that	youd	like	to	experiment	with?	Can	you	think	of	any	other	types	of	creative	writing	to	add	to	this	list?	Share	your	thoughts	by	leaving	a	comment,	and	keep	writing.	
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